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BELCHERTOWN – Girl 
Scout Cookie season has 
returned around the nation, 
and it is the perfect time to 
grab some cookies, support 
your local scouts, and have 
the perfect treat. 

The  fi r s t  two  week-
ends of cookie sales for the 
Belchertown Girl Scouts, and 
many other troops from all 
over were interrupted by the 
snow, but not stopped as they 
looked to sell their cookies 
and raise money to reach 
their goals.

“I think my troop inspires 
me in their acceptance. We 
have a lot of kids from dif-
ferent backgrounds and expe-
riences, and the troop just 
brings them in. The troop is 
really accepting and helpful 
to every kid at every level,” 
said Troop leader Heidi 
Gutekenst. “Everybody helps 
everybody out, and they get 
along really well.” 

The Girl Scouts are excit-
ed to share their new cookie 
this year, the ExploreMors, 
which is inspired by Rocky 

 in Belchertown

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Harper Oberly and Evelyn Maldanis selling cookies on a snowy day for their drive-thru.

Its Girl Scout cookie seasonIts Girl Scout cookie season

The community 
shares the 
joy of a 
snowstorm

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library 
hosted the American Red 
Cross Association to host 
a CPR Class for people to 
come and learn about how to 
save people’s lives. 

Members of the American 
Red Cross Association, Jeff 
Peterson and Julie Kraus, 
came to the Town Hall 
Auditorium to teach a group 
of people how to perform 
CPR, including the basics of 
three checks, body position, 
and rhythm, and how to give 
chest compressions. 

Bob Crowley, the lead 
instructor from the Red 
Cross, sets up the classes 
and informational presen-
tations about CPR for the 
public, and works to coordi-
nate and teach Community 
Preparedness Programs, 
beginning with the Red 
Cross as an instructor for 
First Aid, CPR-AED, and 
Wilderness First Aid in 2008. 
From there, he transitioned 
to teaching Disaster Cycle 
Services and hands-only 
CPR in 2022.

“You never know when 
you’ll need to save some-
one’s life,” said Peterson. 
“Learning this now can turn 
you from a bystander to a 
savior.” 

The hands-only CPR les-
son was sponsored by the 
American Red Cross, and 
several  people came to 
learn the life-saving art of 
hands-only CPR. 

“I have had a student tell 
me they actually used CPR to 
help someone who collapsed 
on the side of the street. The 
person survived. Being able 
give people the skill and con-
fidence to act is amazing,” 
said Crowley. “The more 
people that are exposed to 
the skill set, the better the 
outcome will be for people 
experiencing cardiac arrest.”

The lessons taught people 
not only about the beat to 
keep the heart pumping that 
is needed for chest compres-
sions, but also about how to 
maintain rhythm, speed, and 
position your body over the 
person so that you are in line 
directly above them. 

  “The first and possi-
bly the hardest thing to do 

Learning to save 
lives with CPR

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The new year 
is here, and with January 
almost over, people are in 
the swing of their New Year’s 
resolutions, and the local 
libraries are getting ready 
and excited for their new pro-

grams, events, and so much 
more for the community to 
enjoy. 

The Granby Free Public 
Library is looking forward 
to the new year and the 
opportunities it will provide 
to come up with new and 
exciting events, and so much 
more.

“In 2026, we are work-

ing toward writing our next 
Strategic Plan for the future 
of our Library, so we will be 
hosting public focus groups 
and sending out surveys for 
people to answer to have a 
say in what the plans are,” 
said Director Jenn Crosby. 
“We just really want to 
know what people want to 
get out of their community 

library space and how we can 
help them grow, learn, and 
evolve.”

The library hosted many 
new events in 2025, includ-

ing Astronomy Night, and 
is looking forward to sup-
porting new programming 
and hosting more events like 
watercolor basics workshops, 
needle felting classes, family 
game days, and continuing 
its Tabletop Games Club, as 
well as creating and hosting 
many more new, fun, and 
engaging workshops, clubs, 

and programs. 
“Serving as the Director of 

the Library has always been a 
great joy of mine. I take a lot 
of pride in knowing that I can 
help our community learn 
and grow with the work that 
I do. Now more than ever, 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Marilyn Morino trying out her snowshoes for the first time.

To dogs enjoying the cold and the snow- maybe a bit too much!

“Mom, its so cold!”SEE MORE 
SNOWSTORM 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 2.

BELCHERTOWN 
– The town admired 
and loved the views of 
the Aurora Borealis, 
the Northern Lights, 
as they danced across 
the skies, visible on 
January 19 and 20 in 
the evenings. Many 
residents took photos, 
and shared them on 
the town’s Facebook 
page. Here’s a few to 
look at and enjoy.

Belchertown admires 
the Aurora Borealis 

The Granby Free Public Library looks forward to a new year

A beautiful view of the Aurora Borealis through the trees. 
(Michelle Jenks Garrow)

The beautiful rays 
of pink and purple 

arcing across the sky. 
(Suzanne M. Provost) 

The Aurora tracing across the tree line with greens and 
pinks. (Debbie Moran)

“I’m excited to see 
what is to come.”

– Jenn Crosby

Please see LIBRARY, 
page 5

Please see COOKIES, 
page 3 Please see CPR, page 5
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$188
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/29/26-2/4/261/29/26-2/4/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 15/20 COUNT 
HEAD ON, TAIL ON 24 OZ BAG .........

USDA INSP. FROZEN TASTEE CHOICE FAMILY MEAL:

CHICKEN CARBONARA 
or SHRIMP ALFREDO ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE DUCK TRAY PAK ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SOUPS ON

$222
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ..................
USDA INSP. FRESH
FOWL CHICKEN
(SOUP CHICKEN) ............... lb

lb
$999

$149

75¢

$499
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
PICANHA STEAKS

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................$259

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$177
lb

$999

$799
lb

lb

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAK

Michael 
Sroka

February 4th
With love 

from your favorite
sister Terry

• HAPPY 80TH•

BirthdayBirthday

There’s SNOW place like home 

Two girls laughing as the snow drifts reach their height.The biggest snowman, ever!When life gives you snow, you make snow cones! Well, minus 
the cone.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Plowing a driveway in style.

LEFT: This little piggy liked to tunnel in the snow.

A stunning capture of a bluejay in the snow.

An epic wipeout from the sled and into the snow drifts.

The Clapp 
Memorial 
Library 
shrouded 
with snow. 

The snow coming 
down on the farm.



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  JA N UA RY  29,  2026 PAGE 3

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney C. Barry Waite

Of the firm of Resnic, Beauregard, Waite & Driscoll
330 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms Of Sale:  $10,000.00 Deposit Cash or Certified Funds.

5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

Public AuctioN
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• BELCHERTOWN •

173 Railroad Street    BELCHERTOWN, MA 

6 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM
2 STORY 

COLONIAL STYLE HOME
WITH

TWO CAR DETACHED GARAGE

 Features:
• 2 Story Colonial Style Home •

• ±.95 Acres (±41,431 S/F) of Land • ±173 Ft. Frontage on Railroad Street •
• Total of (6) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (2½) Baths •
• ±2,128 S/F of Gross Living Area • Gas FWA Heat •

• Central Air Conditioning • Vinyl Siding • Deck •
• Map Reference: 281-41.04 •

★ TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE ★

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN —The 
Select Board heard Town 
Manager Steve Williams and 
department heads detailing 
the town’s progress and per-
sistent challenges as they 
advance economic devel-
opment, public safety, and 
long-term fiscal health.

Belchertown’s town man-
ager presented an ambitious 
progress report on goals 
and objectives to the Select 
Board, highlighting suc-
cessful grant funding, major 
capital projects, and ongoing 
budget and staffing challeng-
es during a long-range plan-
ning update. 

“Some of the key accom-
plishments that we highlight-
ed are the pathway release, 
infrastructure work at Sports 
Haven, hiring the grant man-
ager, addressing the health 
insurance deficit,” Williams 
summarized during the first 
part of his report.

The discussion highlighted 
accomplishments in econom-
ic development, grant-writ-
ing,  and infrastructure, 
while calling attention to 
ongoing risks posed by bud-
get constraints and recruit-

ment difficulties. Members 
and Williams reflected on 
department-by-department 
achievements and identified 
issues the town must tackle 
to ensure continued progress 
in the coming years.

The update began with an 
executive summary. “There’s 
been notable progress across 
economic development, pub-
lic safety, communications, 
human resources, and fiscal 
planning,” Williams said. 
“We’ve been very success-
ful in securing competitive 
grants. We have money to 
support the zoning review. 
You know that one grant 
encompassed about three or 
four different items on our 
goals and objectives, so that 
was huge for us.”

The accomplishments 
noted included a marketing 
grant, improvements to ADA 
compliance in public build-
ings, the town’s Complete 
Streets grant, and ongoing 
progress with capital proj-
ects for the fire department, 
town beach, and recreational 
fields. 

“We’ve also been advanc-
ing many capital projects, 
such as the fire department 
facilities, the town beach 
improvements, and recre-

ational fields. We’ve been 
working on public safety 
planning, milestones, com-
munications, accessibility 
initiatives, and the imple-
mentation of the DLS recom-
mendations,” Williams said.

Wil l iams pra ised  the 
“unbelievable work” of town 
employees and interdepart-
mental cooperation. “I can’t 
express how proud I am 
of the people I work with 
and how hard they’ve been 
working to move these ini-
tiatives forward. In spite of 
sometimes an overwhelm-
ing workload, they all keep 
their heads up and keep pos-
itive attitudes. Any successes 
that have been outlined here 
tonight are direct results,” he 
said.

Select Board Chair Lisa 
Lessard Pearson echoed the 
sentiment. 

“What was clear to me is 
that all of the departments 

e m b r a c e d 
these goals, 
a n d  e a c h 
department, 
depending on 
their exper-
tise, helped 
m o v e  t h e 
goals forward 
in a way that 
is tangible,” 

she said. “You can see it, and 
that’s kudos to you as our 
town manager, and to every-
one that works in town gov-
ernment, pretty impressive, 
Steve.”

Despite positive momen-
tum, Williams acknowledged 
significant hurdles. 

Current challenges range 
from the looming “grim” 
FY27 budget process, col-
lect ive bargaining with 
three unions, filling a key 
Conservation Administrator 
post, and adapting to health 
insurance cost pressures.

Looking ahead, Williams 
flagged personnel turnover 
and funding needs for crit-
ical management positions, 
including a Deputy Fire 
Chief and additional HR sup-
port. 

“I’m concerned that we’re 
going to be able to fund any 
of these higher-level posi-

tions, so I think we’re going 
to have more conversations 
about that for the budget,” 
he said.

Williams is seeking cre-
ative solutions and poten-
tial grant opportunities to 
address these needs. “We’ve 
talked about our finance 
director, we’ve talked about 
the chief of staff, we’ve talk-
ed about economic planning, 
talked about the Deputy Fire 
Chief, second lieutenant 
position at the police depart-
ment. So we have ideas on 
what these things would cost 
the town,” he explained.

The update was notable 
for its focus on successful 
grant pursuit. Williams said, 
“We’ve been very success-
ful in securing competitive 
grants. We have money to 
support the zoning review. 
One grant encompassed 
about three or four different 
items on our goals and objec-
tives, so that was huge for 
us.” 

The town’s  proact ive 
pursuit of outside funding 
enabled advances even as 
budgets tightened, Williams 
said.

Select Board members 
showed enthusiasm for con-
tinued economic develop-

ment and recommended out-
reach to community groups 
and partners to maintain 
project momentum.

The meeting also touched 
on publ ic  heal th ,  wi th 
ongoing policy and infra-
structure improvements. 
Environmental sustainabili-
ty received praise, including 
new electric vehicle charging 
stations and success in the 
Community Energy Program. 
Williams reported ongoing 
efforts to secure additional 
recreational land for soc-
cer and other uses, pending 
external funding.

The board highlighted the 
importance of public trans-
parency—especially in tax 
communication, after recent 
confusion among residents.

As Belchertown enters the 
next quarter, Williams said 
the town is “positioned to 
maintain momentum or pri-
oritizing high impact initia-
tive, leveraging grant consul-
tant resources, aligning poli-
cy decisions, [and] long-term 
fiscal sustainability.”

He closed by thanking 
staff and board members for 
their support: “Any successes 
that have been outlined here 
tonight are direct results of 
our employees.” 

❚ COMMUNITY�

TM’s quarterly update recognizes town’s financial stewardship
“There’s been notable progress 
across economic development, 
public safety, communications, 
human resources, and fiscal 
planning.”

– Steven Williams
Town Manager

Road ice cream. The new 
cookie is described in fla-
vors by the troops and their 
leaders to taste almost like 
a chocolate graham cracker, 
but with a “retro chocolate 
flavor” that reminds one of 
their childhood and has a 
nostalgic taste. 

The other, classic fla-
vo r s  o f  c o o k i e s  a r e 
s t i l l  h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Thin Mints, Samoas, or 
Caramel Delights, Trefoils, 
Tagalongs, and more. The 
Girl Scouts have also cre-
ated a special gluten-free 
cookie, Toffee Tastic.

If you can’t eat cookies 
or don’t want them, you can 
optionally purchase cook-
ies to donate to the mili-
tary, where the Girl Scouts 
bring boxes of cookies to 
Westover Air Base to be 
enjoyed by the men and 
women serving there. 

In the past, the troops 
have also donated to the 
police and fire stations, the 
Senior Center, Veterans’ 
Department, the Town Hall, 
and the various food pan-
tries and scattered pantry 
boxes around town.

The ages of the scouts in 
the troop range from first-

grade Daisy Girl Scouts to 
eleventh-grade Senior Girl 
Scouts. But that doesn’t 
stop the Scouts from work-
ing together and learning 
from one another. 

“What we’ll do is we’ll 
have my older  scouts 
orchestrate things, like a 
game, to help the younger 
ones work on something. 
We try to organize things 
so that everyone is working 
on a different badge,” said 
Gutekenst. 

This year, the Troop is 
looking forward to a camp-
ing trip with the other 
Belchertown Girl Scout 
Troops, seven in total, to the 
Lewis Perkins campground 
in South Hadley, where they 
are planning to learn about 
animals and host a traveling 
petting zoo, as well as a dog 
training business. 

A n o t h e r  f u n  ev e n t 
includes working on the 
detective badge: they will 
spend the night, take a tour 
of the police station, and 
end the night with a fun 
murder-mystery game after 
dinner.

Each scout has their own 
personal goal for what to 
sell for the cookies, but 
there is no specific amount 
they have to sell. They also 

have the opportunity to win 
prizes based off how much 
they sell, like t-shirts, water 
bottles, stuffed animals, and 
more.

“I want everyone to just 
do their best, and sell what 
they want to sell, and what 
they can. Someone who has 
a goal of 50 boxes is just as 
important to me as some-
one with a goal of a 1,000 
boxes,” said Gutekenst. 

The Belchertown Girl 
Scouts are a dedicated 
bunch, and you can find 
them for various cookie 
booths from now until the 
end of February and early 
March, and can find their 
booths through the Cookie 
Finder  websi te ,  which 
also shows other troops in 
neighboring towns, at www.
gscwm.org, under “Find 
Cookies.” 

“I want the town to know 
that Girl Scouts is an awe-
some opportunity for kids in 
town to get to be able to do 
things that are important to 
them,” said Gutekenst. 

Cookie season is short, so 
get your cookies while you 
can, and support a troop of 
dedicated young people and 
their mission to make the 
world a better place. 

COOKIES from page 1

BHS student 
recognized for 
superior academic 
achievement by the 
National Society
of High School 
Scholars

B E L C H E R T O W N / 
ATLANTA,  GA –  The 
National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS) 
today announced student 
Kayleigh Olszewski from 
Belchertown, MA, has been 
selected to become a mem-
ber of the esteemed organi-
zation. The Society recog-
nizes top scholars who have 
demonstrated outstanding 
leadership, scholarship, and 
community commitment. 
The announcement was made 
by NSHSS Co-founder and 
President James W. Lewis. 

“On behalf of NSHSS and 
our co-founder Claes Nobel, 
a member of the family that 
established the Nobel Prizes, 

I am honored to recognize 
the hard work, passion, and 
commitment that Kayleigh 
has demonstrated to achieve 
this exceptional level of 
academic excellence,” said 
Lewis. “Kayleigh is now a 
member of a unique commu-
nity of scholars- a commu-
nity that represents our very 
best hope for the future.” 

“We are proud to provide 
a lifetime membership to 
young scholars to support 
their growth and develop-
ment,” stated Lewis. “We 
help students like Kayleigh 
build on their academic suc-
cess by connecting them 
with learning experiences 
and resources to help prepare 
them for college and mean-
ingful careers.” 

NSHSS members automat-
ically become lifetime mem-
bers at the time of their initial 
membership. Each step along 
the way - from high school 
to college to career – NSHSS 
connects outstanding young 
scholars with the resources 
they need to develop their 

strengths and pursue their 
passions. 

About the National Society 
of High School Scholars 
Formed in 2002 by James 

W. Lewis and Claes Nobel, 
a member of the family that 
established the Nobel Prizes, 
the National Society of High 
School Scholars recognizes 
academic excellence at the 
high school level and helps 
to advance the goals and 
aspirations of high-achiev-
ing students through unique 
learning experiences, schol-
arships, internships, inter-
national study, and peer net-
works. Currently, there are 
more than two million mem-
bers in over 170 countries. 
To help us further efforts that 
provide students with con-
tinued opportunity, please 
acknowledge NSHSS in any 
press release mentions by 
providing a resource link to 
www.nshnn.org. For more 
information about NSHSS, 
visit www.nshss.org. 

Local student Kayleigh Olszewski 
receives national honor

BELCHERTOWN – The town elec-
tion is coming up in May, and there are 
several positions available to run for 
across many boards and committees in 
town.
•	
•	 Board of Assessors - 1 seat open with 

a 2-year term
•	 Board of Assessors – 1 seat open with 

a 3-year term
•	 Board of Health – 2 seats open with 

3-year terms each
•	 Housing Authority – 1 seat open with 

a 4-year term
•	 Moderator – 1 seat open with a 3-year 

term
•	 Planning Board – 1 seat open with a 

3-year term

•	 School Committee – 2 seats open 
with 3-year terms each

•	 Select Board – 1 seat open with a 
3-year term

Nomination papers are now available 
in the Town Clerk’s office and are due 
back by 5 p.m. on March 30, 2026.

Open positions for May Belchertown town elections
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Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

B E L C H E RT OW N  — 
Facing rising costs and con-
tinued uncertainty, Town 
Manager Steve Williams 
told the Select Board that 
the town is soliciting new 
bids for its employee health 
insurance ahead of a likely 
increase in premiums for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

The move marks a proac-
tive step as Belchertown lead-
ers weigh stability, employee 
needs, and budgeting chal-
lenges before finalizing cov-
erage in the coming months.

Williams said that the 
town is not yet committed to 
changing its longtime insurer 
but is seeking proposals to 
ensure the best possible terms 
for employees and taxpayers. 

“We did receive our claims 
history from New Hampshire 

County Group Insurance 
Trust. Joanne has been work-
ing with our broker to get an 
RFP out. The RFP should be 
out this week. We’re going to 
be looking for plan options 
that include an apples-to-ap-
ples plan design, what we 
currently have at the trust,” 
Williams said.

Williams explained that 
alternate plans with deduct-
ibles or different benefit lev-
els will also be considered. 

“We’re also going to be 
looking for plans that have 
deductibles and different ben-
efit limits to see where things 
come in. We should have 
the RFPs received by the 
first week of February, and 
we’re hoping to have all the 
results compiled and ready 
for discussions by the end of 
February,” he told the board. 

The town’s current insur-
ance is provided by the 

Hampshire County Group 
Insurance Trust, a coop-
erative with member towns 
throughout the region. While 
Williams called the trust’s 
plan “still a very good pro-
gram,” he acknowledged con-
cerns about long-term stabil-
ity. 

“There’s obviously con-
cerns about stability. They’ve 
been working with a consul-
tant. We are starting to see 
some indication that they’re 
going in a good direction. 
So that’s still on the table as 
well. Nothing says we pull 
ourselves out of here,” he 
said.

Williams said that any 
decision will consider both 
cost and the impact on 
employee coverage. “We 
know that the trust is going 
to be looking for increases 
this upcoming fiscal year. I 
think it’s very important that 

we have a comparison, yeah, 
so that even if we stay with 
the trust … we at least say 
we’ve done our homework. 
We know that it was very 
marginal, if any savings with 
GIC and it would have been a 
huge impact on planned ben-
efits, so it just really didn’t 
seem to make sense to follow 
that path,” Williams said.

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d 
Williams also emphasized 
transparency for employees 
during the process. Williams 
praised staff for their work 
navigating the proposals. 

“(HR Director Joanne 
Cleveland)’s been work-
ing incredibly hard on this. 
Not only does she attend the 
insurance advisory commit-
tee meetings, but she’s also 
part of the executive com-
mittee, so she’s held duty on 
meetings with the trust. So, 
I’m sure she’s going to be 

happy we get some stability,” 
Williams said.

The town expects to review 
all options and present them 
to the board for final deci-
sion-making by the end of 
February. With budget pres-
sures mounting and regional 
insurance trends uncertain, 
Williams said, “Things are 
progressing. That’s really a 
message tonight, is that we’re 
finally starting to get to the 
point where we’re going to 
have something to work with, 
which is good because we’re 
heading into the budget sea-
son.”

As Belchertown prepares 
to set its fiscal year 2027 
budget, the board intends to 
weigh cost savings against 
employee needs and coverage 
stability before selecting its 
health insurance plan for the 
coming year.

❚ COMMUNITY�

Health insurance update includes plan comparison

Apply Today!

Help our community’s small businesses thrive with 
personalized and local advertising solutions.

Ad Sales Consultants

NOW 
HIRING

A Sales Career That Helps 
Our Community Thrive

Join our team!  Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling advertising for our 
12 community newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills.  Basic computer skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred  but we will train the right candidate. 

Local News & Community In Print & Online

Turley Publications

Offering a competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

B E L C H E RTOW N  – 
If you are a resident of 
Belchertown with a child 
who will be 5 years of age 
on or before September 
1, 2026, you are encour-
aged to contact Christina 
Aponte via email: capon-
te@belchertownps.org or 
by phone at 413-323-0423, 
Ext. 100 to receive instruc-
tions regarding registration 
for the upcoming 2026-
2027 school year.

Kindergarten 
registration 
now open

A reminder 
to return 
your Town 
Census ASAP 

BELCHERTOWN – 
From the Belchertown 
Town Clerk: “Please try to 
return your census as soon 
as possible. You can drop 
them in the drop box here 
at the Town Hall, 24/7. 
By maintaining an accu-
rate count of residents, it 
helps the town to receive 
as much funding from 
the State/Federal funds as 
possible. If we don’t have 
an accurate count, we 
could be leaving money 
on the table.” 

The Town Hall is locat-
ed at 2 Jabish Street. The 
box is located at the top of 
the steps/ top of the ramp 
at the left-hand door at the 
back of the building (adja-
cent to the parking lot).

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( P V P C ) , 
i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
the  Belcher town Water 
District and the Town of 
Belchertown, invites res-
idents, business owners, 
and community members 
to a Community Listening 
& Information Session on 
Drinking Water on Thursday, 
January 29, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Belchertown 
Senior Center, 60 State 
Street, Belchertown. 

The session will  pro-
vide an opportunity for 
the public to learn about 
Belchertown’s water sup-
ply, including both the pub-
lic drinking water system 
and private wells. Attendees 
will be able to share con-
cerns, ask questions, and 
hear updates from Kevin 

Williams, Superintendent 
of the Belchertown Water 
District, and Andrea Crete, 
Director of Public Health for 
the Quabbin Health District.

“This listening session 
is about communication 
and collaboration,” said 
Patty Gambarini ,  Chief 
Environmental Planner at 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission. “We want to 
hear from residents and busi-
ness owners about their expe-
riences and priorities around 
drinking water so that local 
and regional planning can 
best reflect the needs of the 
Belchertown community.”

To p i c s  w i l l  i n c l u d e 
Belchertown’s public water 
system, where drinking water 
comes from, and factors to 
consider for maintaining a 
safe drinking water supply.

Residents are encour-

aged to submit questions in 
advance by emailing Becky 
Basch at bbasch@pvpc.org 
with “Belchertown Drinking 
Water” in the subject line.

Pizza and beverages will 
be provided. While registra-
tion is not required, it will 
help PVPC plan for food and 
materials. The first 10 peo-
ple to register will receive a 
$25 gift card. Registration 
is available online at https://
tinyurl.com/BelchertownDW.

T h e  P i o n e e r  Va l l e y 
Planning Commission is the 
regional planning agency 
serving 43 cities and towns 
across the Pioneer Valley. 
PVPC works with commu-
nities to support sustainable 
growth, safe water systems, 
and informed public engage-
ment throughout Western 
Massachusetts.

Community invited to Belchertown 
drinking water listening session

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Historical 
Association is holding its 
annual murder mystery 
dinner on Saturday, 
February 7,  a t 
To n y  a n d 
P e n n y ’ s 
Restaurant 
in Ludlow.  
The show 
will begin 
a t  6 : 3 0 
p .m. ,  fo l -
lowed by the 
dinner buf-
fet at 7 p.m. 
G u e s t s  c a n 
arrive as early 
as 6 p.m. 

This year’s show, written 
by Paula Hilton, is entitled:  
Death by Cupcake. We 
look forward, as always, 
to the hilarious antics of 
the BUCC Players from 
the Belchertown United 

Church of Christ. Plan 
a night out of dinner and 
entertainment while sup-
porting our historical asso-

ciation, the United 
Church of Christ, 

Be lcher town, 
and a favorite 
local restau-
rant  bus i -
ness.  

The tick-
ets are $47 
each  and 
include the 

show, din-
ner, and des-
sert.  There 

will be a cash 
bar. Tickets are 

available at Cold Spring 
Discount Liquors (on the 
Belchertown Common) 
or by contacting Sally 
Shattuck at 413-230-2022 
or sallyshattuck54@gmail.
com.

Death by Cupcake!
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Coffee Club Returns Feb. 2nd, 2026
Buy 10 Cups Of Coffee ~ Get One Free!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS: OPEN MON - FRI.  7AM – 8PM
OPEN SAT. & SUN. 7AM – 7PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR GOOD HEALTH!

COLORFUL BLOOMING

PRIMROSE

Super Food For Super Food For 
The Big GameThe Big Game!!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo, Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,
Party Wings & Boneless Wings

Available Big Game Weekend February 7th & 8th

Valentine Roses, Dinner, Valentine Roses, Dinner, 
Chocolates & WineChocolates & Wine
Beautiful Long Stem RosesBeautiful Long Stem Roses
BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEMBY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM

Specially Wrapped With Specially Wrapped With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!Baby’s Breath & Greens!

  Valentine Bouquets
   & Arrangements

  FOR ALL YOUR SWEETHEARTS 
Floral Deliveries Call 589-7071

Romantic Dinners To Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Saturday, February 14th
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

With Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 

with Butter & Lemon
Complete with 

Choice of Appetizer & Dessert
Dinners Include Roasted Baby Potatoes, 
Baby Vegetables & Mini Ciabatta Bread

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

Mood Boosting 
“Vitamin F” For Flowers!

Orange “Enthusiasm Orange “Enthusiasm 
& Joy” Bouquets& Joy” Bouquets$14.99$14.99

COLORFUL FRESH CUT 

TULIPSTULIPS
10 Stem Bunches $9.99$9.99

4 for $12.00! 
$3.99 each 4 inch pots

WARM UP IN THE GREENHOUSEWARM UP IN THE GREENHOUSE
Hot Coffee, Cider Donuts,

  Gourmet Sandwiches, “Homemade” Soups

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

access to information is so 
important. Our community 
deserves a beautiful space to 
meet up, learn, and thrive in 
what is important to them,” 
said Crosby. 

Crosby and her team of 
librarians are dedicated to 
making the library a home for 
all members of the communi-
ty; a place to explore, learn, 
laugh, grow, relax, and enjoy. 

“I want patrons to know 
that I am accessible, friendly, 
and always love a good book 
chat! I love receiving feed-
back about what materials to 
get, which programs people 
want to attend, and just hon-
estly want to know what’s 
on people’s minds. Tell me 
what is important to you in 
Granby,” said Crosby. 

The library has welcomed 
many new staff members this 
year and is looking forward 
to what other new experi-
ences and people will come 
through their doors.

New staff include Andi, 
the Children’s Librarian, 
who is looking forward to 
the revamped and special 
Children’s Summer Reading 
Program coming this year. 
Wenny, the new Cataloger 
and Circulation Assistant, 
began a Sci/Fi and Fantasy 
book club, which is going 
well, and Griffin has also 
joined the circulation desk. 

“My al l - t ime favori te 
part of my job is getting to 
research and order all the new 
books. Nothing beats that 
new book smell and feel,” 
said Crosby. “I then love get-
ting to share those new items 
with our patrons and see how 
excited they get, especially 
when I know exactly who 
would like each one. Getting 
excited with others about 
books brings me so much 
joy!” 

The library is a wonder-

ful place and provides the 
community with many new 
opportunities to learn, grow, 

and have fun. 
“I’m excited to see what is 

to come,” said Crosby.  

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Library director Jenn Crosby with a book. 

LIBRARY from page 1

The library began their Board 
Game Club in 2025, and it’s 
still going strong. 

is to make sure the scene is 
safe before acting. Rushing 
to help someone could put 
you in danger. Victims do 
not need another victim by 
their side; they need a helpful 
responder. It could be simple, 
and someone walking down 
the street could collapse into 
the roadway.  You getting hit 
by a car is not helpful,” said 
Crowley. 

P e t e r s o n  a n d  K r a u s 
gave the attendees a small 
Styrofoam ambulance that 
helped to teach how to apply 
compressions. By keeping 

the ambulance on all four 
wheels, the attendees of the 
class knew they were keeping 
their arms and compressions 
straight. 

“Giving CPR is import-
ant, but what we need on the 
scene is an AED and skilled 
responders, such as EMTs,” 
said Crowley. “Simply rec-
ognizing that it is an emer-
gency and calling 911 is the 
most important thing you 
can do. That quick response 
makes a huge difference.” 

The hands-only CPR class 
was a great success, as people 
left with a newfound knowl-
edge of how to save a life.

CPR from page 1

Attendees of the CPR Class learning how to keep rhythm, pressure, and hold position over the body.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Kids getting to learn how to save lives, too.

Kraus uses a squishy ambulance to teach about how to make 
sure your compressions are even, your arms are straight, and 
to be able to feel how deep your compressions are.



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  JA N UA RY  29,  2026PAGE 6

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

❚ OPINION�

The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.

Sentinel
TEAM

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

@ The Sentinel

WEB
www.sentinel.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

EDITORIAL
sentinel@turley.com

Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

STAFF WRITER
Emily-Rose Pappas

epappas@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontest-
ed races are asked to submit 
their statements to the editor 
to include only biographical 
and campaign platform details. 
Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. 
Please include a photo. We 
will not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other cam-
paign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising 
representatives. We also do not 
allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political 
parties in statements of can-
didacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about key 
endorsements or political fund-
raisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

If you are sick and tired 
of winter, and want to 
get the gardening season 

going already, why not sow 
some onion seeds? 

Onions are the first seeds 
I sow each year and I always 
welcome this task as a true 
harbinger of spring! Many 
gardeners only know of 
growing onions from sets, 
but you can indeed start 
them from seed, both 
indoors in the garden. 

Read on for more 
information on grow-
ing onions from start 
to finish, right out of 
the archives.

First it’s important 
that we “understand the 
onion,” in other words, come 
to know its life cycle. Onions 
are biennial.  

We are all familiar with 
biennial flowers like fox-
g l ove ,  h o l l y h o c k  a n d 
Canterbury bells, who devel-
op foliage the first year of 
their lives and bloom and set 
seed in the second, but few 
gardeners today ever expe-
rience a biennial vegetable. 
That wasn’t always the case.  
Just visit the Freeman Farm 
at Old Sturbridge Village 
where in the summer you 
will see beets, parsnips, 
onions and more in year two 
of their life cycle, complete 
with seed heads.  

As the seeds ripen, 19th 
century gardeners would 
have stored them away for 
use the following spring.  

So then, if the onion is a 
biennial and its goal is to 
make seeds the second sea-
son of its life, what is it try-
ing to accomplish in its first?  
Exactly what you and I want:  
a big bulb!  

The bulb is the food stor-
age unit for the plant during 
its dormancy period- the 
winter between years one 
and two. A big bulb gives 
the second year plant a good 
head start and almost always 
directly relates to increased 
seed production as compared 
to smaller bulbs.  

For me, understanding this 
concept was one of those 
“ah ha” gardening moments. 
It all really came together 
when I recognized that big 
bulbs are a direct result of 
lush topgrowth.  

Just imagine the green part 
of the plant photosynthesiz-

ing, drawing in all of that 
wonderful energy from the 
sun and turning it into a big, 
fat onion! Luckily, we gar-
deners can provide just the 
right conditions for lush top 
growth.

Get an early start  
All onions have a built-

in mechanism that triggers 
“bulbing up” in response to 
warmer temperatures and 
increased daylight hours. 
Likewise, as daylight begins 
to decrease, the onion is cued 
into dormancy. 

If lush tops are our first 
goal, we have to get our 
onions in early, so that they 
achieve lots of top growth 
before being prompted to 
bulb up. Those of us who 
garden in the north choose 
“long day” onions, while 
southern gardeners opt to 
grow “short day” types.  

Long day onions bulb up 
when day length reaches 
14-16 hours per day; short 
day begin at 12-13 hours. 
If we plant short day in our 
locale we’d end up with fat 
scallions, but not much more, 
so choose accordingly.  

Reputable seed companies 
will list the type of onion it is 
next to the variety name, or 
feature them under appropri-
ate headings.

Choose your method 
There are three ways 

onions can be grown: by 
seeds sown directly in the 
garden, from transplants 
started indoors, or from sets, 
which are tiny onions. One 
huge advantage of utilizing 
seeds is the variety at your 
disposal as compared to sets.  

They are also less expen-
sive. Some folks even argue 
that onions sown from seed 
store longer.  The rest of this 
article will be devoted to 
starting onion seeds indoors, 
which is best accomplished 

in late January through 
Valentine’s Day- good news 
for those of you itching to 
get your hands “dirty!”

Onion seeds are sown 
indoors in small flats filled 
with moist soilless growing 
medium. Spacing can be a 
little closer than prescribed 
for outdoor germination, 
with sowing at ¼” apart. The 
use of heat mats set at 72 

degrees is helpful, but not 
entirely necessary; reg-
ular room temperatures 

will also encourage 
sprouting. 

S u p p l e m e n t a l 
lighting is vital, howev-

er, so that the onions grow 
straight and strong. Once 

onions are up, thin seed-
lings ½” to 1” apart from 
one another – onions hate 
competition, so this step is 
important!  

I generally cut out the 
extras using scissors, right at 
the soil line so as not to dis-
lodge the roots of those we 
are growing on. As the seed-
lings continue to grow, keep 
them trimmed at 3” tall; this 
will encourage strong roots 
and a straight, bulky plant.  

About a month prior to 
the last frost, the transplants 
should be hardened off for 
a week by gradually accli-
matizing them to outdoor 
conditions. When they are 
ready, seedlings are sunk 
into 1” furrows 3-4” apart 
and watered carefully; they 
can be protected from sun 
and wind off and on for the 
first week should it seem 
necessary; here a floating 
row cover supported by wire 
hoops would come in handy, 
but old pots or trays would 
work fine too.  Additional 
rows should be one foot 
apart.

Stayed tuned for part two 
of this column next week, 
and extra-large onions will 
be yours come fall!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I am a 63-year-old sin-

gle lady and I have ques-
tions regarding Social 
Security “early retire-
ment,” though I will still be 
working full time. 

I know there is a max-
imum allowable income 
limit and, if I exceed that, 
I will need to return prob-
ably 2/3 of my received 
Social Security benefit. I’m 
thinking about taking those 
early SS benefits about 
$1,400 per month and put-
ting them in my high yield 
savings or CD where I can 
gain the interest on it and 
have it stay “liquid” so I 
can return what I need to. 

My current interest rate 
is 3.65% on the savings 
and over 4.25% on CD, 
with options for 3,6,9 mos. 
or longer- but I want to be 
able to access the money 
to pay Social Security back 
at the end of the year. Can 
you advise me on this? 

Signed: Still Working 
but Wondering

Dear Still Working: 
I commend you, for 

investigating your options 
before claiming early 
Social Security benefits 
while still working. FYI, 
the 2026 annual earnings 
limit for those collect-
ing early SS benefits is 
$24,480 (changes annu-
ally). If your 2026 work 
earnings exceed the annual 
limit, Social Security will 
take away $1 in benefits 
for every $2 you are over 
the limit. The annual earn-
ings limit lasts until you 
reach your Full Retirement 
Age and the limit is about 
2.5 times higher during the 
year you attain FRA.

FYI, when you apply for 
benefits, Social Security 
will ask if you are working 
and, if so, how much you 
make. Using that infor-
mation, they will evaluate 
whether you can take ben-
efits now and, if so, how 
many months they can 
actually pay your benefits. 

For example, if your 
projected 2026 earnings 
are, say, $100,000, you 
would be about $75,000 
over the annual l imit 
which means that half of 
that $37,500 would need to 
be paid back to SS. Since 
your monthly SS benefit at 
your current age would be 
about $1,400 per month, 
Social Security will say 
that you are temporarily 
ineligible to collect early 
benefits because you can-
not pay back within one 
year what you would owe 
for exceeding the limit. In 
other words, they won’t 
pay your SS benefits just 
yet because your earnings 
are too high and they do 
not want to overpay ben-
efits, which you will only 
need to return.  

For additional perspec-
tive, if your expected 2026 
earnings are less say about 
$50,000 that means you 
would be about $25,000 
over the limit  about half 
of that (about $12,500) 
would need to be paid 
back to SS. In that event, 
SSA would tell you they 

will withhold nine months 
of your SS payments in 
advance and pay your ben-
efits for only 3 months. 
This because the overpay-
ment, with your current 
benefit of about $1,400, 
could be recovered by 
withholding your SS pay-
ments for nine months. 
They do not want to inten-
tionally overpay your SS 
benefits.  

So, despite your best 
repayment intent ions, 
Social Security will not 
favor intentionally over-
paying your benefi ts . 
Historically,  overpay-
ment of benefits due to 
exceeding the annual 
earnings limit has been a 
notoriously difficult issue 
for the Social Security 
Administration. So, to 
get your early SS bene-
fits while you are working 
full time, you would like-
ly need to lie about your 
anticipated 2026 earnings 
on your application for SS 
benefits, which we strong-
ly discourage. 

Keep in mind that this 
all changes when you 
reach your FRA (67), 
because the earning limit 
goes away entirely when 
you reach FRA and the 
limit goes up by about 2.5 
times in the year you attain 
full retirement age. So, 
depending on your earn-
ings level, you may wish 
to either wait until your 
full retirement age, or until 
you stop working full time, 
to claim SS.

Now, as for the general 
idea of taking early ben-
efits and investing them, 
many have said they wish 
to do that and we under-
stand that logic. Our cau-
tion is that it requires reli-
gious discipline to put the 
SS money into a higher 
yield investment vehicle 
to accomplish the goal of 
beating the SS increase 
realized when you wait 
to claim. Many who try it 
succumb to the temptation 
to use the invested funds 
for emergency needs and 
sometimes non-emergency 
needs. I offer this only as 
something to be aware of, 
as some have shared that 
they failed in their invest-
ment objectives with their 
Social Security money.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Claiming Social Security 
early and investing it

Sow onion seeds to get the season started

In late December of last 
year and early January of 
this year, a snowy owl has 

been seen at Northampton 
Airport and in a cornfield. 

The snowy owl is an irrup-
tive species from the tun-
dra. Usually, it is the young 
snowy owls that head this 

way. There have been reports 
of snowy owls at Plum Island 
this month. Logan Airport is 
another common location for 
them.

The  snowy owl is  large 
and white. The mature males 

have a lot 
o f  w h i t e . 
Females and 
j u v e n i l e s 
h ave  d a r k 
brown and 
b lack  bar-
ring. Living 
in the Arctic, 
i t  i s  we l l 
adapted to 
c o l d  w i t h 
dense feath-
ers including 
feathers on 

their feet. They hunt rodents 
like lemmings in open tun-
dra. They have exceptional 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Snowy OwlREADING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER Please see BACKYARD,

 page 9
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BELCHERTOWN – Last Tuesday 
evening, Agawam High School girls 
basketball had its offense going early 
in the matchup with Belchertown, but 
the Orioles came back as the game 
went on, took a lead and held on to 
it during the second half for a 62-40 
victory. Belchertown got some big 
offense from its starters. Gabriella 
Slovack had 18 points while Aubrey 
Klingensmith had 17 points. Morghan 
Litz scored 14 while Kina Roy had 11 
points. Agawam was led by Alanna 
Rose with 17 points. Agawam fell to 
2-10 on the season while Belchertown 
is now 7-4 with four straight wins.

Four Orioles score double digits in win over Agawam

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Kina Roy heads down the court.

Aubrey Klingensmith goes for the jump 
shot.

Morghan Litz carefully works around an 
opponent.

Gabriella Slovack goes for the layup. Camila Adamczyk watches her shot 
sail to the hoop.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—While their first 
three losses of the 2025-26 reg-
ular season were on the road, it 
has been more than a year since 
the Granby girls’ varsity bas-
ketball lost a game at Sullivan 
Gymnasium.

The Lady Rams secured a 
Division 5 state tournament berth 
by defeating Franklin West rival 
Ludlow, 67-42, last Thursday 
night, staying undefeated at 
home.     

“We just earned our tenth win 
and a spot in the state tourna-
ment,” said Granby head coach 
Dave Padavano. “We played 
very well right from the start of 
tonight’s game. Everyone con-
tributed.”

The Lady Rams had a 10-3 
overall record and a 6-2 league 
mark following their sixth home 
victory of the season. Southwick 
was the last visiting girls’ bas-
ketball team to win a game at 
Sullivan Gymnasium. They 
defeated Granby, 50-27, on Jan. 
20, 2025.

Granby was ranked seventh in 

the MIAA Division 5 state power 
rankings, which was released on 
January 23. The Lady Rams are 
hoping to play a couple of home 
games in this year’s state tour-
nament as opposed to having to 
make a long bus ride to Eastern 

Mass. like they did a year ago.
“One of our goals at the begin-

ning of the regular season was 
play a couple of home games 

Granby girls grab win against Ludlow

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Brenna Moreno angles toward the hoop.

Kara White looks to pass inside the paint.Kalli White tries to nab an offensive 
rebound.

WEST SPRINGFIELD – 
Last Monday, the Ludlow 
High School ice hockey 
team, which co-ops with 
Belchertown, was defeated 
by West Springfield 2-1. The 
teams each scored a goal 

in the first period, but West 
Springfield snagged a goal 
in the second period. Ludlow 
could not match that and the 
game ended with that 2-1 
score. Ludlow’s lone goal 
came from Nick Deroin. 

The Lions would also fall to 
Westfield later in the week 
and are 6-7 heading into 
the later part of the season. 
The Lions next face East 
Longmeadow on Jan. 31 at 
12:30 p.m.

Second period goal sinks Ludlow hockey
Rhett Ribeiro reaches out and 
snags the puck.

Jackson Gagner collects a puck on defense and heads 
up the ice.

PA L M E R  –  L a s t 
Tu e s d a y  e v e n i n g , 
Pathfinder girls basket-
ball defeated Turners 
F a l l s  5 2 - 2 8 .  T h e 
Pioneers did an excel-
lent job on defense, 
limiting Turners to sin-
gle digits in every frame 
of the game. Addison 
Doktor had a great game 
with 22 points while 
Megan Clark contrib-
uted 21 points for the 
Pioneers. Pathfinder is 
an even 5-5 this season.

Pioneers 
turn on 
offense in 
win over 
Turners

Ciara Green makes a pass in 
transition.

Megan Clark shoots with pres-
sure on.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

SEE MORE 
HOCKEY 
PHOTOS 

ON PAGE 8

SEE MORE PATHFINDER 
PHOTOS ON PAGE 8

Please see RAMS, page 8
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SPRINGFIELD  –  S t . 
Louis Blues President of 
Hockey Operations and 
General  Manager Doug 
Armstrong announced today 
that Steve Ott will assume 
the role of head coach for 
the team’s AHL affiliate, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds, 
for the remainder of the 
season. Ott replaces Steve 
Konowalchuk, who has been 
relieved of his duties. Current 
Thunderbirds assistant coach 
Chad Wiseman will serve as 
the interim head coach for 
today’s Thunderbirds game 
against the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins until Ott 
can join the team later this 
week.

“The Blues want to thank 
Steve Konowalchuk for his 
contributions to our orga-
nization over the last two 
years and wish him all the 
best moving forward,” said 
Armstrong. “We’re looking 
forward to Steve Ott taking 
over in Springfield to push 
our young players to get 
better every day and further 
their development path to 
become St. Louis Blues. The 
current staff will take over 
his duties with the Blues for 
the rest of this season.”

Ott, 42, has nine seasons 
behind the Blues’ bench after 
first joining the staff as an 
assistant in the summer of 
2017.   During his tenure, the 
Summerside, PEI, native has 
helped the Blues compile a 
350-244-74 (.588 points 
percentage) regular-season 
record and four postseason 
appearances. In 2018-19, 
just his second season as a 
coach, Ott played an instru-
mental role in helping the 
Blues make a historic rise in 
the standings during the reg-
ular season, ultimately cap-
turing the 2019 Stanley Cup 
championship. Ott becomes 
the fifth head coach in 
Thunderbirds history

As a player, Ott enjoyed a 
14-year NHL career, includ-
ing 122 games with the Blues 
from 2014-2016. Overall, 
he accumulated 288 points 
in 848 career regular-season 
games, including stints with 
Dallas, Buffalo, St. Louis, 
Detroit, and Montreal. 

Konowalchuk, 52, was in 
his second season as head 
coach of the Thunderbirds 
and has recorded an overall 
record of 47-50-4-8 (.486 
points-percentage) during 
his time in the organization, 
including a record of 13-18-
4-2 (.432) this season.

Ott named 
new head 
coach of 
T-Birds

Gavin Harrington takes over after receiving a 
pass.

Tannar Severyn gets ready to push a pass forward. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Sean Kefalas heads across center ice.

Second 
period 
goal sinks 
Ludlow 
hockey

in the state tournament,” 
Padavano said. “We really 
don’t want to make anoth-
er long bus ride again this 
year.” 

Granby ended its season a 
year ago with a 66-57 loss in 
the round of 32 at Prospect 
Hi l l  Academy Char te r 
School in Cambridge.

The Lady Rams were 
also the first place team in 
the Western Mass. Class D 
power rankings.

Last Thursday’s home 
contest was very memora-
ble for Granby junior Brenna 
Moreno, who scored 11 of 
her career-high 22 points 
during the opening quarter, 
which helped the Lady Rams 
build an eight point lead.

“I challenged Brenna 
before tonight’s game to 
play like she did last sea-
son,” Padavano said. “She 
responded very well and 
came out firing in the first 
quarter. I’m very happy with 
her performance.”

The Lady Rams’ other two 
double digit scorers against 
Ludlow were junior Kalli 
White (11 points) and senior 
K.C. Curran (15 points).

White achieved a signif-
icant milestone last week, 
recording her 1,000th career 
point during a 55-52 non-
league home victory over 
Mount Greylock.  

“Kalli is an excellent 
athlete and it was incredi-
ble watching her score her 
1,000 career point the other 
night.,” Moreno said.  “I’m 
very glad that we have 
another year to play high 
school sports together.”  

White has also recorded 
more than 100 career points 
as a member of the girls’ 
soccer team and has tallied 
more than 100 goals for the 
Lady Rams lacrosse team. 

Curran,  who made a 
total of five 3-pointers, is a 
co-captain this season, along 
with senior Mylin Laliberte.  

“Our two seniors have 
been awesome this year,” 

Padavano said. “They pro-
vide a lot of leadership and 
guidance. They’ve also 
helped me out a lot as well.”

The Lady Rams will hold 
their senior night on January 
29, when they play against 
Monson High School.  

The Lady Lions (2-10, 
1-7) have shown a lot of 
improvement since their first 
meeting of the regular sea-
son against the Lady Rams, 
which was a 36-25 loss at 
Mullins Gymnasium.

“This was one of our best 
offensive games of the sea-
son. I thought we competed 
well against Granby, espe-
cially during the second 
half,” said first-year Ludlow 
head  coach  Saman tha 
Partridge. “The players are 
playing with a lot more 
confidence now. We’re just 
focusing on getting a little 

bit better in each game. I 
also want them to have fun 
playing basketball.”

The four Lady Lions 
seniors, who’ll be wrap-
ping their varsity basketball 
careers during the next cou-
ple of weeks are Ava Friese, 
Nora Adams, Eliana Garcia, 
and Aneysha Donais.

“I’ve known the four 
seniors since they were in 
the eighth grade,” said 
Partridge,  who was an 
assistant varsity/J.V. coach 
at Ludlow High School 
before becoming the varsity 
coach. “It has been very nice 
watching them grow and 
mature. I’m hoping that we 
can finish the season strong 
for them.”

The Lady Lions will 
hold their senior night 
on February 2, when they 
also face the Monson Lady 

Mustangs.
Dona i s  f in i shed  the 

G r a n b y  ga m e  w i t h  a 
team-leading 12 points. 
Adams also reached dou-
ble figures for the visiting 
team with 10 points. Junior 
Karley Roman chipped in 
with six points.

Donais made a 3-pointer 
less than two minutes into 
the contest giving her team a 
3-2 lead.  

Then Moreno took over 
the spotlight offensively for 
the remainder of the opening 
quarter, as she scored nine 
straight points.

Junior Eleanor Szlosek (2 
points) ended the first quar-
ter with a set shot giving the 
Lady Rams a 15-7 advan-
tage.

Moreno buried her second 
3-pointer of the game from 
the right side at the start of 
the second quarter, which 
pushed Granby’s lead into 
double digits (18-7) for the 
first time.

The Lady Lions respond-
ed with back-to-back baskets 
from Adams and Roman, but 
they were still trailing, 31-14 
at halftime.

Granby held a 37-16 
advantage two minutes into 
the third quarter following a 
White jumper and two more 
field goals by Moreno. 

Led by the trio of Adams, 
Roman and junior Maddie 
Riley (4 points), the Lady 
Lions scored 16 points 
during the third quarter, but 
they were trailing 49-30 
entering the final eight min-
utes of the contest.

Freshman Kara White, 
who’s Kalli’s younger sis-
ter, came off the bench and 
scored all six of her points 
during the final quarter.

G r a n b y ’s  o t h e r  t e n 
points in the fourth quarter 
were scored by sophomore 
Kaelyn Slapski (2 points), 
freshman Arianna Mislak (4 
points), and junior Meredith 
Bartosz (5 points). 

RAMS from page 7

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Rowan Cook makes a jumping pass over an opponent.

Kaitlyn Curran eyes the 
other side of the court.

Mylin Laliberte collects a 
pass on the run.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jinx Ripley goes for the three-pointer.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Addison Doktor shoots near the free-
throw line.

Cassandra Nykiel goes for a jump-shot.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 

PEAK® BlueDEFTM

PEAK® BlueDEFTM

2.5 Gal.  •  NAF DEF002

SAVE
UP TO

22%
$1949

/each

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of Jan. 
19, through Jan. 21. The 
information was provided 
by a member of the police 
department based on the 
review of the detailed log 
summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Monday, Jan. 19

12:35 a.m. – A 38-year-
old Belchertown male was 
issued a summons on charges 
of leaving the scene of prop-
erty damage/accident. An 
officer responded to North 
Washington Street for an 
accident. A vehicle was 
found on top of a rock and 
abandoned. The tire rim was 
off, which made the vehi-
cle inoperable. An officer 
responded to a residence 
where the owner of the vehi-
cle lived. The area was also 
searched to see if there was 
any other potential damage. 
A traffic sign was hit and 
knocked over. A tow com-
pany was contacted, and the 
vehicle owner was issued a 
summons. 

Tuesday, Jan. 20 
10:42 a.m. – A 31-year-

old Plant City, Florida resi-
dent was issued a summons 
for charges of unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehi-
cle. An officer responded 
to Hamilton Street at the 
Transfer Station for a sin-
gle-vehicle accident. The 
driver of a tractor-trailer unit 
was on Hamilton Street at 
the time of the accident when 
the vehicle struck the secu-
rity gate. There was damage 
to the security gate and post 
consistent with a strike. The 
Department of Public Works 
was contacted. While run-
ning information about the 
vehicle, the officer found 
out the operator’s license 
was inactive. The driver 
didn’t do their physical to 
keep it active and operating, 
and without a valid license, 
issued a citation, and then 
another driver took custody 
of the tractor-trailer. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Jan. 16

1:59 p.m. – An officer and 
Belchertown Fire responded 
to a Bridge Street business 
for a well-being check. 

4:13 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
State Street. A vehicle going 
west on State Street was 
in the left lane to turn onto 
Turkey Hill Road. Another 
vehicle went into the left 
lane, striking the first vehi-

cle. No injuries were report-
ed, and no tows were needed. 

4:44 p.m. – A person locat-
ed a gun shell on the side of 
the roadway that had been 
there for an extended period 
and turned it in. It was placed 
into property. 

Saturday, Jan. 17
1:47 a.m. – An officer 

responded to South Liberty 
Street for an accident. A 
vehicle was traveling south 
on South Liberty Street when 
the vehicle struck a deer. 
There was heavy front-end 
damage. The vehicle was 
driven from the scene, and 
the deer left the scene as 
well. 

8:49 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Rainbow Drive 
for a report of a vehicle in 
the road during snow remov-
al. The parking ban is in 
effect. The DPW requested 
that the vehicle be removed 
from the scene. It received 
a parking ban warning, and 
then the officer responded to 
another car, but the vehicle 
was still there. It was towed 
from the scene. 

9:15 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Warner Street 
for an accident. A vehicle 
traveling south on Warner 
Street slipped on snow and 
ice, lost control, went south-
bound to the other side of 
the road, and struck a utili-
ty pole. The road conditions 
were slippery at the time of 
the incident. No injuries were 
reported, and the vehicle was 
towed from the scene. 

12:55 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident. 
The operator was in their 
driveway when the vehi-
cle slid down the driveway. 
The driveway was covered 
in snow, and it was actively 
snowing at the time of the 
accident. The vehicle struck 
a tree and rolled into an 
embankment, stopping on the 
passenger’s side. The opera-
tor was able to self-extricate 
via the vehicle’s sunroof. 
The person was transported 
from the scene. The owner 
arranged for a private tow. 

1  p .m.  –  An officer 
responded to an accident 
on George Hannum Road. 
A vehicle going through 
the underpass when anoth-
er vehicle was speeding and 
passing through, struck the 
first vehicle. The operator of 
the second vehicle was eval-
uated by EMTs and denied 
medical attention. Witnesses 
later said that the second 
vehicle was speeding at the 
time of the accident. A third 
vehicle going down the hill 
swerved off the road to avoid 
the crash and struck a tree. 
No injuries were reported, 
and no tows were needed. 

1:51 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Stebbins Street. A vehicle 
going eastbound on Stebbins 
Street attempted to turn right 
and, due to slippery condi-

tions, went off the road and 
struck a guardrail. No inju-
ries were reported, and no 
tows were needed. 

2:02 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
North Street. A vehicle trav-
eling west on North Street 
went down a hill, and while 
attempting to take a right 
turn in the road, the vehi-
cle went off the roadway 
and struck a tree. There 
was front-end damage to 
the vehicle,  which was 
backed out and driven from 
the scene. No injuries were 
reported. 

4:03 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Clark Street 
for a report of two vehicles 
parked on the side of the 
road, inhibiting DPW from 
clearing the road. The offi-
cers knocked on doors near-
by and were able to call one 
of the vehicle owners, who 
was too far to come back 
to move the vehicle. It was 
later towed and impounded. 
The other involved vehicle 
was able to be moved by its 
owner.

4:42 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Summit Street 
for an accident involving 
a vehicle going south on 
Summit Street during an 
active snowstorm. A vehi-
cle couldn’t navigate the 
turn, went off the roadway, 
and struck a utility pole and 
a mailbox. No injuries were 
reported. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene. 

6:11 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about 
an ongoing harassment issue 
with a neighbor. 

Monday, Jan. 19
4:47 p.m. – An officer 

responded to Summit Street 
for a report of a vehicle 
pulled to the side of the road 
and an open driver’s side 
door with a male party with 
their feet out of the door. It 
appeared as it the person was 
passed out. They didn’t know 
where they were and said 
they were going to Gardner. 
Belchertown Fire and para-
medics arrived to evaluate 
them. They were transport-
ed to the hospital. A resident 
told the officer the vehicle 
had been parked in the area 
since 2 p.m. The vehicle was 
towed. 

5:42 p.m. – An officer 
responded to West Street for 
an accident. A vehicle travel-
ing east on West Street tried 
to make a corner, but due 
to slippery road conditions, 
couldn’t successfully navi-
gate it. The vehicle struck a 
small tree and some shrub-
bery in front of a residence. 
There was damage to the 
right front side of the vehi-
cle. No injuries were report-
ed, and no tows were needed. 

10:19 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of motor vehi-
cle theft. A person rented a 
car to someone else, who 
hadn’t returned it. 

Tuesday, Jan. 20
12:29 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a call about a 
person who fell and declined 
to be transported to the hos-
pital. 

11:38 a.m. – An offi-
c e r  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a n 
Allen Road residence to 
ass is t  the  Belcher town 
Fire Department and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  B u i l d i n g 
Inspector. It was reported 
that the home was purchased 
some time ago, and neigh-
bors believed the pipe burst 
in the home. It was report-
ed that water leaked in the 
home, and there was a poten-
tial fire hazard. The officer 
reported that they did not see 
anyone in the home, and it 
was unfurnished. There was 
water leaking and standing 
water in the basement. There 
was a vehicle in the garage, 
and an ID was found. The 
matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
7:33 p.m. – An offi-

cer responded to George 
Hannum Road for an acci-
dent. A vehicle going straight 
on George Hannum Road 
left the roadway and struck 
a utility pole.  It was reported 
that the operator was speed-
ing at the time of the crash. 
The vehicle came to rest on 

an embankment and was 
towed from the scene. The 
person denied medical care. 

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to  133  calls for the week 
of  Jan. 16  through  Jan.  22. 
Those arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, Jan. 16
10:27 p.m. –  A resident 

called to report hearing a 
loud crash. Granby Police 
and Fire responded and con-
firmed a vehicle struck a 
tree. The operator was trans-
ported to the hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries.

Saturday, Jan. 17
6:23 a.m. – A motorist 

reported that a car struck a 
guardrail. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. The operator 
was transported to the hospi-
tal with non-life-threatening 
injuries.

1:23 p.m. – A motorist 
reported a minor two-car 
accident at the rotary. There 
were no injuries.

1:25 p.m. – A motorist 
reported that they slid off the 
road into a tree. There were 
no injuries.

2:33 p.m. –  A motor-
ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. SHD2 responded 
to mutual aid with a second 
ambulance. Both operators 
were transported to the hos-
pital with non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.

4:40 p.m. – A motorist 
reported sliding off the road 
and striking a utility pole. 
There were no injuries.

Tuesday, Jan. 20 
6:06 p.m. – A motor-

ist reported striking a deer. 
There were no injuries.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
10:51 p.m. – A motor-

ist reported striking a utility 
pole. There were no injuries.

Thursday, Jan. 22
7:22 a.m. – A motorist 

reported sliding off the road 
and striking a utility pole. 
The utility pole and wires are 
down across the road. There 
were no injuries.

1:40 p.m. – A motorist 
reported a two-car accident. 
There were no injuries.

sight and hearing. 
Their flight is silent 

allowing them to catch 
unsuspecting prey. They 
hunt during the day, a rar-
ity for most owls. They 
expand south during win-
ter food scarcity in the 
tundra. It is one of North 
America’s heaviest owls 
with a wing span of 4.5 to 
5.5 feet. 

They are generally soli-
tary, but form pairs. They 
build nests in the ground 
in shallow scrapes. The 
female lays three to 11 
eggs, the number of eggs 
depending on food avail-
ability. Males bring food 
and the females incubate 
and feed the chicks. 

Helping owls
Here are some tips if 

you see a snowy owl. 
Keep a safe distance to 
observe quietly. Do not 
play bird calls from your 
phone or other device. 
Don’t feed the owls. 
Avoid flashes when tak-
ing photos. Keep noises 
to a minimum. If you find 
an injured owl: contact 
your state wildlife agency 

BACKYARD  
from page 6 

or local rehabilitator. If you 
find a dead owl: contact 
your state wildlife agency.

Also people should avoid 
using rodenticides; they 
are poisonous to birds and 
other animals even a pet.. 
If an owl or other birds 
of prey eat a rodent that 
ingested, it will kill them. 

Evening grosbeaks
A Worthington resi-

dent reported a friend saw 
two evening grosbeaks on 
Tuesday, Jan. 6. He said in 
his email he remembered 
when they used to be in 
giant flocks. He asked if 
they were were rare out my 
way. I have not seen eve-
ning grosbeaks in some-
time. Other people in 
Central Massachusetts have 
seen them recently. The 
Massachusetts Audubon 
Society reported six eve-
ning grosbeaks in North 
Brookfield. 

Mass. Audubon 
sightings

Recent Mass Audubon 
sightings include western 
grebes, eared grebes, tufted 
ducks and sandhill cranes 
as well as an unusual vis-
itors, a scissor-tailed fly-
catcher, a rare state record 

and a rosy-billed pochard, 
Other sightings include 
goldeneye, mergansers, 
horned larks, and winter-
ing raptors like Northern 
harriers in Massachusetts in 
early January.

On Jan. 6 and again on 
Jan. 13 a male King Eider 
was seen among thou-
sands of common Eiders in 
North Chatham. A Pacific 
loon and over 400 razor-
bills were at Race Point in 
Provincetown. 

Brimfield resident
A Brimfield resident 

sent an email on Jan. 6 that 
he received a preliminary 
total for the Springfield 
Christmas Bird Count, 
which was 66 species, a 
few below the average. He 
also said, “We occasionally 
see them in the yard and 
sometimes hear the barred 
owls calling.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

www.sentinel.turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

 Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, February 
9, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability permit 
application submitted by Rachel 
Telushkin c/o Berkshire Design 
Group to permit two existing 
docks that extend into the Swift 
River at 241 East Street (Asses-
sor’s Map 258-10) in Belcher-
town. Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the time 
and place designated. 
01/29/2026

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
ursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, February 
9, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Notice of Intent permit 
application submitted by Joseph 
Miller c/o R Levesque Associ-
ates, Inc for the proposed work 
to construct a single family 
home and associated facilities 
at Lot A West Street (Asses-
sor’s Map 275-19) in Belcher-
town. Work is proposed to occur 
within the 100-foot Buffer Zone 
to Bordering Vegetated Wet-
lands. Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the time 
and place designated.
01/29/2026

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 

the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, Febru-
ary 9, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the 
Lawrence Memorial Hall Au-
ditorium, located at 2 Jabish 
Street in Belchertown, MA 
01007 to review a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
permit application submitted by 
Zachary Restucci to permit the 
rehabilitation of an existing 
bridge at Scarborough Brook 
Conservation Area (Assessor’s 
Map 202-19.01) in Belcher-
town. Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the time 
and place designated. 
01/29/2026

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, February 
9, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Notice of Intent per-
mit application submitted by 
Town of Belchertown c/o Fuss & 
O’Neil for the proposed work 
to rehabilitate an existing Tres-
tle Bridge located near Frank-
lin Street (Assessor’s Map 269-
109) in Belchertown. Anyone 
interested in this matter should 
appear at the time and place des-
ignated.
01/29/2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Racket sport pros
  4. Make tea
  8. City South of 

Moscow
 10. Spanish 

bullfighting term
 11. Egg-shaped
 12. Could not 

remember
 13. French 

modernist painter
 15. Persons
 16. Painful intestinal 

obstruction
 17. Professions
 18. Is up to the task
 21. Wood or metal 

bolt
 22. Tax collector
 23. A way to save 

for the future
 24. Georgia rockers
 25. Midway between 

north and 
northeast

 26. High schoolers’ 
test

 27. Does not accept 
responsibility

 34. One who 
prepares

 35. Gout-indicative 
deposits

 36. Place to play 
games

 37. Book of Genesis 
character

 38. Cleans oneself
 39. Unloaded for 

money
 40. Genus of 

flowering plants
 41. Take a puff
 42. Congressmen
 43. God of battle 

in Scandinavian 
mythology

CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of bomb
  2. South Pacific 

islands
  3. Celestial body
  4. Negotiates
  5. Consider in a 

specified way
  6. Type of group in 

organic chemistry
  7. Buddhist 

monasteries
  9. Inhabitant of 

Bering Sea island
 10. Body part
 12. Milestone 

birthday
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. More (Spanish)
 17. Chicago 

ballplayer
 19. Leaves a place

 20. Cannot be found
 23. One’s internal 

body parts
 24. Tell on
 25. North American 

peoples of 
southwest

 26. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

 27. Extract used for 
jams and jellies

 28. Greek goddess of 
the dawn

 29. Old English letter
 30. A way to 

exaggerate
 31. Get up and leave
 32. “Boardwalk 

Empire” character
 33. More generous
 34. Hanging cloth 

used as a blind
 36. Ancient Greek 

sophist

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Crossword Puzzle

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

Happening 
this week

BELCHERTOWN 
– What’s going on at 
the Clapp Memorial 
Library? Check out 
these upcoming events 
and programs!

Love your neigh-
bor… donate to those 
in need!

Teen Advisory 
Board’s “Love Your 

Neighbor” Food Drive
Friday, February 6 - 

Friday, February 13
The Clapp Memorial 

Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board will be collecting 
nonperishables at the library 
in their second-ever Food 
Drive February 6 through 
13. There will be a designat-
ed donation box inside the 
library during those dates. 
Donations will be sorted 
by Teen Advisory Board 
members on the 13th and 
distributed evenly amongst 
Belchertown food pantries. 
TAB is a group of 7th-12th-
grade students who meet 
monthly during the school 
year to propose library pro-
gramming for teens, provide 
input on teen services, vol-
unteer, and have fun. New 
members are welcome!

For General Audiences:

Indigenous Stories from 
this Valley and Beyond 

with David Brule
Saturday, January 31, 

2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Join Clapp Memorial 

Library for an afternoon 
of Indigenous stories with 
David Brule, President of 
the Nolumbeka Project and 
chair of the Nehantic Tribal 
Council. Drawing from oral 
traditions, research, and a 
decade-long study of King 
Philip’s War, his stories 
highlight gratitude, balance 
with nature, and cultural 
resilience. Sponsored by the 
Friends of Clapp Memorial 
Library.

For Adults:
MassSave Pop-Up 

Resource Table
Thursday, February 5, 11 

a.m. to 6 p.m.
Learn  about  no-cos t 

Home Energy Assessments 
(HEAs) and other MassSave 

benefi ts  for  homeown-
ers and renters. Stop by 
the resource table any time 
between 11:00 am and 6:00 
pm. Representatives of 
HomeWorks Energy will 
help explain all the benefits 
and answer any questions. 
This program is funded by 
HomeWorks Energy, Inc.

What “YA” Readin’? Book 
Club

Thursday, February 5, 7 
to 8 p.m.

The library’s What “YA” 
Readin’? Book Club, a 
group for adults who read 
Young Adult books, will 
meet to discuss Fangirl by 
Rainbow Rowell. March’s 
book will be Twenty-Four 
Seconds From Now by 
Jason Reynolds. Copies of 
the book are available for 
checkout at the circulation 
desk. New members are wel-
come!

Mending the Body with the 
Mind Book Talk

Wednesday, February 11, 
7 to 8 p.m.

Join us for a talk from 
B e l c h e r t ow n  r e s i d e n t 
and pediatrician, David 
G o t t e s g e n ,  a u t h o r  o f 
Mending the Body with the 
Mind:  Harnessing Kids’ 
Superpowers To Heal and 
Stay Healthy. Dr. Gottesgen 
will discuss integrative med-
icine in general, then talk 
about how he utilized the 
mind-body-spirit connection 
in all parts of his practice. 

For Adults and Teens:

A Night With Paranormal 
Investigators

Monday, February 9, 6 to 
8 p.m.

Spend an evening with 
Eastern States Paranormal 
Investigators as they set up 
a mock command center 
in the library showcasing 
their cameras and equip-
ment. They’ll share evidence 
they’ve gathered during 
overnight stays at some of 
Massachusetts’ most haunt-
ed mansions. Sponsored by 
Eastern States Paranormal 
Investigators.

For Teens:

Teen Crafternoon: 
DIY Chalkboard

Monday, February 9, 4 to 
5 p.m.

The library will host a 
Teen Crafternoon for stu-
dents in grades 7-12 on 
Monday,  February 9th. 
Teens will make their own 
DIY chalkboard wall-hang-
ing: perfect for jotting down 
schedules, reminders, and 
doodles! All materials will 
be provided. Space is lim-
ited. Email clapplibrary-
tab@gmail.com to register. 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library.

Teen Advisory 
Board Meeting

Friday, February 13, 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m.

The Clapp Memorial 
Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board will meet Friday, 
February 13th. TAB is a 
group of 7th-12th grade 
students who meet month-
ly during the school year 
to propose library pro-
gramming for teens, pro-
vide input on teen services, 
volunteer, and have fun! 
At this meeting, teens will 
sort items from their “Love 

Your Neighbor” Food 
Drive to distribute to 
local food pantries. 
Teens can email clap-
plibrarytab@gmail.
com to register. New 
members are wel-
come!

Coming up!
D&D Afterschool 

Adventures: Into the 
Abomination Vaults

Mondays, February 
23 - March 30, 2:30 
to 4:30 p.m.

Grab your  dice 
and join us for our 
Spring Teen D&D 
Campaign!  Brave 

adventurers are need-
ed once again to delve deep 
within the Abomination 
Vaults and defeat the dan-
gers  below! For  teens 
in  grades  7-12.  Teens 
who played in last year’s 
Abomination Vaults may 
return with their same char-
acters as the story progress-
es. No experience necessary. 
Space is limited, and regis-
tration is required. Register 
onl ine a t  c lappl ibrary.
org or call 413-323-0417. 
Confirmations will be sent 
out to students confirming 
enrollment or waitlist status. 
Please email any questions 
to tmannino@cwmars.org

For Children:

Children’s Scavenger Hunt 
Every Month 

in 2026!
February’s Theme: Dav 

Pilkey, Prize: Dav Pilkey 
Book Bundle

We’re inviting children 
to participate in a Monthly 
Scavenger Hunt! Look for 
book characters and write 
down the word you find with 
them. When you have all 
of the words, figure out the 
saying and enter to win the 
month’s themed prize! One 
raffle ticket per child each 
month.

Clapp Memorial 
Library Hours:

Monday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
The Belchertown Select 
Board made a proclama-
tion that January 27 would 
be International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. Their 
first ceremony was held on 
Tuesday, January 11, at the 
Town Hall. 

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d ’s 
Proclamation: 

WHEREAS, International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day is observed to honor the 
memory of the six million 
Jewish people and millions 
of other innocent victims 
who were systematically 
murdered by the Nazi regime 
and its collaborators during 
the Holocaust; and

WHEREAS, Presidents of 
the United States have con-
sistently affirmed the impor-
tance of remembering the 
Holocaust, honoring the sur-
vivors, and reaffirming the 
responsibility of all people 
to confront hatred, antisemi-
tism, racism, and intolerance 
in all its forms; and

WHEREAS, remember-
ing the Holocaust serves as a 
solemn reminder of the con-
sequences of indifference, 
silence, and the erosion of 
human rights, and under-
scores the need to uphold the 
dignity and worth of every 
individual; and

WHEREAS, the Town 
of Belchertown is commit-

ted to promoting education, 
reflection, and understand-
ing so that the lessons of the 
Holocaust are never forgot-
ten, and such atrocities are 
never repeated.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED, that on this 
27th day of January 2026, 
the Belchertown Select 
Board hereby proclaims 
International  Holocaust 
Remembrance Day and 
encourages all residents to 
pause in remembrance, 
honor the victims and sur-
vivors, and recommit them-
selves to combating hatred 
and standing up for justice, 
equality, and human dignity 
for all.

Belchertown Select Board proclamation of 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day

BELCHERTOWN – A 
Youth Group has recent-
ly formed at Hope United 
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  i n 
Belchertown. At our first 
gathering in January, eight 
youth met at Claymates 
for a fun time. Our next 
monthly meeting will be 
held in Fellowship Hall at 
the church, at 11:15 am on 
Sunday, February 8th .  We 
will be doing a service proj-
ect. This is an invitation for 
youth between the ages of 
8 years old and high school 
age to join. If this sounds 
like fun and sparks an inter-
est please come on Sunday, 
the 8th of February. Call the 
church at 413-323-7584 if 
no answer leave a message 
and ask for Youth Group 
leaders, Meg or Diana’s 

contact information. Thank 
you. Hope United Methodist 

Church is located at 31 Main 
Street.     

Join the new youth group at HUMC
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212
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