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BY MARCELO GUSMÃO
Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

PA L M E R  –  P a t h f i n d e r 
Technical Vocational School is 
excited to introduce Scout, the 
English Golden Retriever who is 
promoting mental health among 
students and staff alike.

Scout was adopted by the 
school through support of the 
School Committee and a health-
care grant from the Massachusetts 
Interlocal Insurance Association. 
This grant paid for the purchase 
of the dog, as well as training, vet-
erinary services and supplies like 
toys and a cage.

“What we’re finding is it’s a 
nice icebreaker for those students 
that have a hard time expressing 
their feelings and talking about 
what’s going on,” said Principal 
Brenda Turner. “If he’s in the 
room, it breaks down a lot of bar-
riers.”

Turner said that in addition 
to improving students’ mental 
health, Scout will also serve to 

SPRINGFIELD – State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine and 
Massachusetts  Firefighting 
Academy leadership announced 
the graduation of 27 firefighters 
from the 50-day Career Recruit 
Firefighting Training Program on 
Jan. 26.

“Massachusetts firefighters 
are on the frontlines protecting 
their communities every day, 
and today’s graduates are need-
ed now more than ever,” said 
Davine in a press release. “The 
hundreds of hours of foundation-
al training they’ve received will 
provide them with the physical, 
mental, and technical skills to 
perform their jobs effectively and 
safely.”

The graduating firefight-
ers  of  Class  #S35 repre-
sent  the  fi re  depar tments 
of  Agawam,  Belcher town, 
Charlton, Chicopee, Gardner, 
North Adams, North Andover, 
Palmer, Pittsfield, South Hadley 
Fire District 1, Southwick, 
Turners Falls, Ware, Westfield, 

Westminster and Wilbraham.
Representing Belchertown 

Fire Department was Joshua 
LaPointe.

“Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy instructors draw on 
decades of experience in the fire 
service to train new recruits,” 

said Massachusetts Firefighting 
A c a d e m y  D i r e c t o r  E r i c 

Pathfinder Tech welcomes 

to school
community

ScoutScout
BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – Plans for 
the Carriage Grove residential 
development on the former site 
of the Belchertown State School 
remained on hold after a tense 
public hearing on Tuesday, Jan. 
23.

The hearing ended with 
Planning Board Chair Daniel 
Baudette offering developers 
Brisa Ventures, LLC an exten-
sion of three weeks for submit-
ting a completed site plan. This 
extension came after Brisa had 
already been granted multiple 
continuations dating back to the 
fall of last year.

The site plan presented by 
Brisa’s representatives was an 
updated version of a plan that 
Brisa had submitted at a pre-
vious meeting. However, the 
presented plan was found to be 
incomplete by the board mem-
bers, who received it minutes 
before the evening’s hearing 
began. 

Among the items missing 
from the site plan, were a main-
tenance and operation plan, 
evidence of substantive contact 
with the Pioneer Valley Transit 
Authority regarding transit 
access, and a written statement 

on how many units would be set 
aside for affordable housing pur-
poses.

S t ev e n  D ’ A m b r o s i o ,  a 
c iv i l  eng inee r  wi th  GZA 
GeoEnvironmental, Inc., who 
was representing Brisa Ventures 
at the meeting, told the board that 
he had understood their previous 
request for a maintenance and 
operation plan to pertain more 
closely to stormwater manage-
ment. Beaudette made clear that 
he was instead requesting that 
Brisa specify how units would be 
maintained, where lawnmowers 
and other equipment would be 
stored, and the like.

Throughout the hearing, there 
were intermittent issues with the 
meeting’s remote-access com-
ponent.

Despite identifying multiple 
shortcomings, Beaudette felt 
that the issues with the plan 
were each minor on their own. 
He expressed a willingness to 
approve the site plan with specif-
ic conditions that the identified 
shortcomings be rectified.

Multiple board members were 
also encouraged that local engi-
neering firm Tighe & Bond, on 
whom the board had relied in the 
past, had signed off on Brisa’s 
plan.

Hearing continued 
for State School 
development

TURLEY PHOTO BY MARCELO GUSMÃO
Jennavieve Josephson stopped to pick up Scout on her way through the halls.

Local firefighters graduate from Firefighting Academy

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Massachusetts Firefighting Academy graduated 27 firefighters from its 50-day Career Recruit Firefighting Training 
Program on Jan. 26. Including in that class was Joshua LaPointe of Belchertown Fire Department. 

BY JIM RUSSELL
Correspondent

AMHERST – The first Town 
Council meeting in the new year 
was the first time in nearly four 
years all 13 members met in per-
son at Town Hall to conduct offi-
cial business.

“It felt great, it really did,” 
Amherst Town Council President 
Lynn Griesemer said in an inter-
view following the Jan. 2 meet-
ing.

Then-governor Charlie Baker 
had declared a COVID-19 state 
of emergency on March 10, 2020 
and Governor Maura Healey 

All Town 
Councilers 
attend 
in-person 
meeting

Please see HEARING, page 2

Please see GRADUATES, page4Please see MEETING, page 10

Please see SCOUT, page 9
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRYSTYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 2/1/24-2/7/24

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $244

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ........
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTER & BREADED SHRIMP ..

$177
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

67¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$669
lb

lb

USDA INSP.

FRESH SOUP
CHICKENS “FOWL” ..............
USDA INSP.

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. 

BEEF SHANK MEAT .............$349
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$444
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

STUFFED CHICKEN 
W/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE .......... lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$977
lb

CUT
FREE

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF
EYE ROUND A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

❚ COMMUNITY 

BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

The Quaboag Valley Food Policy Council 
met to discuss food security and access 
within the communities it serves, and offer a 
free “Opioids and Opioid Rescue Training” 
in collaboration with the Quabbin Health 
District.

Opioids and Opioid Rescue Training
At the Jan. 25 meeting, Quabbin Health 

District’s Public Health Nurse, Kirsten 
Krieger, presented a training about opioids, 
addiction and how to recognize signs of an 
opioid overdose.

“The biggest goal is to give people some 
basic information,” she said. 

Addiction, she said, is a treatable, chronic 
medical disease and that only one in 10 peo-
ple with substance use disorders are getting 
treatment.

“It’s finally being seen as more of a dis-
ease than a choice,” Krieger said. 

“Most people who are using, they feel 
euphoria, they feel high, it makes them feel 
better,” she said. “They get to a point when 
it’s not about the high; it’s about not getting 
sick.”

Krieger explained the neurobiology of 
addiction and how it affects the prefrontal 
cortex, which is responsible for impulse 
control and predicting consequences of 
actions. This part of the brain doesn’t fully 
develop until a person is in their early-to-
mid-20s, making adolescent substance use a 
great concern.

Addiction also impacts the basal ganglia, 
the part of the brain that controls the plea-
surable/rewarding effects of substance use 
and is responsible for formation of habitual 
substance use. The external amygdala is 
also affected by addiction, and is where the 
“fight or flight” response comes from.

Krieger said stigma is something sub-
stance users face, both from themselves and 
from the world around them.

“There are three kinds of stigma,” she 
said, including self-stigma, public stigma 
and structural stigma.

Krieger said language matters when it 
comes to reducing stigma, including using 
“person with a substance use disorder” 
instead of derogatory terms like “addict” or 
“junkie,” and “had a setback” or “resumed 

use” rather than “relapsed.” 
“Use person-centered language,” she 

said, putting the emphasis on the individual, 
instead of the disease.

Krieger said there are three types of opi-
oids: natural, such as morphine or codeine; 
semisynthetic, including heroin, hydroco-
done, oxycodone, buprenorphine and oxy-
morphone; and synthetic, fentanyl, metha-
done and tramadol. 

Fentanyl is 50 times stronger than heroin 
and 100 times more powerful than mor-
phine, binding faster than any other opioid. 
It is used to treat extreme pain.

“It’s very addictive,” Krieger said.
Fentanyl use has increased significantly 

since 2020 and continues to be the biggest 
cause of overdoses in the commonwealth, 
surpassing heroin. It was responsible for 
93% of fatal overdose cases in 2022, with 
heroin accounting for 6%.

Xylazine use started being reported in 
2021, and is commonly known as “tranq” 
and “tranq dope.” Although xylazine is a 
large animal tranquilizer and not an opioid, 
it is following a similar trend being traf-
ficked into the U.S. that heroin did. 

Overdoses from xylazine are usually fatal 
in humans. It’s also unresponsive to nalox-
one or Narcan, which is used to treat opioid 
overdose. 

Some people are at a greater risk for opi-
oid overdose, Krieger said, including peo-
ple who have recently been released from 
prison. 

“They have a 129 times greater risk of 
fatal overdose in the first two weeks after 
release from prison than the general popula-
tion,” she said. 

Signs of an overdose include a death rat-
tle (similar to snoring); infrequent or no 
breathing; heavy nod and not responding 
to stimulation (rubbing knuckles over ster-
num); slow heartbeat/pulse; and “wooden 
chest” syndrome (chest wall rigidity often 
associated with opioid use); and blue or 
gray skin (in dark skinned people, nailbeds 
will turn white).

Naloxone can reverse opioid overdose by 
blocking brain receptors and it takes about 
three-to-five minutes to take effect and more 
than one dose may be necessary. A dose of 
naloxone can last for 30-90 minutes.

Naloxone can be injected or administered 
through a nasal spray, and cannot cause 
harm to an individual, even if the person 

suspected of having an opioid overdose is 
not. Multiple doses are also safe.

Krieger cautioned people to always call 
911 and give a detailed description of the 
location of the victim, and if possible, send 
someone to meet first responders at the 
door. 

Administering naloxone via nasal spray is 
simple, Krieger said, by placing the nozzle 
inside one nostril and discharging. A second 
dose can be administered after about two-
to-three minute if there has been no change.

“Even if the person is not breathing, 
Narcan is aerosolized and will get where it 
needs to go,” she said. 

Rescue breathing and CPR are also rec-
ommended, Krieger said, adding that mak-
ing sure the scene is safe is also a priority. 
At the least, call 911 and administer a dose 
of naloxone if possible.

“Every human life is worth it,” Krieger 
said. “A person who’s deceased can’t get to 
recovery.”

Krieger has naloxone kits available to 
anyone in the community, and she may be 
reached by calling 413-967-9605 extension 
112 or emailing kkrieger@townofware.com

Food access
Council members shared concerns about 

getting access to food and other resources, 
and how to better connect people to food 
pantries in their own towns.

One member mentioned that she saw 
someone asking for food in a Facebook 
community forum. Council members agreed 
that they could use social media to share 
hours and locations of area food pantries, as 
well as monthly drive-through distributions 
and other resources.

QVFPC members discussed an increase 
in calls for help from senior citizens, espe-
cially near the end of the month when their 
income and food supply run low.

Council Coordinator Caitlin Geaghan 
said it’s important to get input from people 
that live in the area and determine the sup-
port needed.

Council members also discussed the need 
for education around cooking, and how to 
make the most with the food you have avail-
able to you. 

Funding and grants
Geaghan said the QVFPC has applied 

for a second round of funding from the 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural 

Resources. It was this initial funding that 
was used to create the council last year. 

If awarded, the MDAR grant will be used 
to continue to sustain the council.

The QVFPC has also applied for a mini 
grant through Baystate Health. If awarded, 
the council will receive $5,000 which would 
be used for an older male-targeted cooking 
class that will address social isolation and 
nutritional knowledge. 

This mini grant will also benefit area food 
pantries.

Community Food Assessment
Geaghan said the priority goal of a 

Community Food Assessment is “to create 
a picture of a community’s food system 
through the collection of data.”

The QVFPC has subcontracted with 
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission to conduct asset mapping to 
create a legend map of food resources in the 
region.

The QVFPC is also working with the 
Collaborate for Educational Services to 
provide training for council members. The 
training will be available to about six-10 
members.

“They will train interested council mem-
bers on how to effectively and respectfully 
interview community members in relation 
to food access, both individually and in 
small groups,” Geaghan said. 

Through these interviews, members will 
create a spreadsheet to track data. 

Geaghan said a form will be distributed 
to council members to express interest in 
receiving the training.

About QVFPC
The Quaboag Valley Food Policy 

Council is funded through a grant received 
by the Town of Ware in partnership with 
Quaboag Valley Community Development 
Corporation, covering the towns of Ware, 
Belchertown, Palmer, Monson, Wales, 
Holland, Brimfield, Warren, Brookfield, 
West Brookfield, North Brookfield and East 
Brookfield.

The Council is open to all, and everyone 
is welcome to join in the discussion. 

For more information, people may email 
Geaghan at cgeaghan@townofware.com.

Food policy council participates in opioid rescue training

However, Vice Chair Michael Hofler was unhappy that 
Brisa submitted an incomplete plan given how much time 
they had already been given to draft one. 

“You’ve canceled more meetings with us than you’ve 
attended,” Hofler said, referencing the multiple continu-
ances the board had already granted to Brisa. He went on 
to say, “I certainly can’t approve a roll of drawings I hav-
en’t unfurled yet.”

The majority of voting members voiced a tentative 
willingness to conditionally approve the plan, with the 
exception of Hofler. Beaudette stressed the importance of 
having all board members agree before approving the plan. 

“I put a lot of stock in having unanimity from the 
board,” he said. It was at this point that he offered Brisa 
the option to either accept another, presumably final, con-
tinuance or risk being voted down that night.

D’Ambrosio accepted the offer to continue the public 
hearing at the Planning Board’s next meeting. That meet-
ing is scheduled to take place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 
13.

HEARING from page 1

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

BELCHERTOWN – Open air 
burning season for residential tree 
trimming began Jan. 15 and ends 
May 1. 

Residents can register at the 
Fire Department, 10 North Main 
St., from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. and on 
Saturdays, starting Jan. 20 from 9 
a.m.-noon.  There is a one time, $20 
fee to register for this season.  

Please pay with exact cash 
or a check payable to “Town of 
Belchertown.” 

The Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection will 
only allow activation of burning per-
mits for one day at a time, based 
on weather conditions. Renewal 
requests left on the answering 
machine are invalid.  

For more information, please con-
tact the Fire Department by calling 
413-323-7571 with any questions.   

Please note that the Belchertown 
Fire Department has full authority 
to revoke permits that are not used 
in accordance with Massachusetts 
General Law as well as authority 
to refuse burning on any given day 
based on weather conditions.

Belchertown Fire announces open burning season
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  F E BRUA RY  1 ,  2024PAGE 4

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

❚ COMMUNITY 

BELCHERTOWN – As part of the new 
Belchertown website redesign, members of 
the community are being given an oppor-
tunity to submit photographs to be used 
on the new site through an online form at 
https://bit.ly/belchertownphoto. 

“We are looking for photographs that 
portray the fabric of the town,” said 
Communications Committee Chair Chris 

Martin in a press 
re lease .  “The 
Q u a b b i n ,  t h e 
Fair, Stonehouse 
Museum, Lake 
Wallace, sports, 
schools, events, 
activities, we’re 
interested in see-
ing it all.  For 
anyone interest-
ed in submitting 
photographs for 
cons idera t ion , 
there is  more 
detailed informa-

tion, and the specifications are on the web-
site, and we encourage everyone to take a 
look.”  

All of the photographs will have to 
be submitted digitally and they will be 
reviewed by a working group. “Obviously, 
we can’t use every photo on the website 
when it launches in July, but I’m sure we’ll 
find use for many of them over time as we 
change out the photos or in other places,” 

added Martin.
The town’s website is undergoing a 

major overhaul that will include not only a 
new look, but also streamlined information 
and content more focused on the needs of 
the community. 

“We want to provide as much relevant 
information as we can for the people in 
our community,” said Town Manager Steve 
Williams. “The Select Board tasked the 

Communications Committee with helping 
to improve how we communicate with the 
community, and the website is a key com-
ponent. This is a great opportunity for the 
community to have a part.”

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o 
access the submission form, go to the 
Communications Committee web page at 
https://bit.ly/belchertownphoto.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Belchertown Communications Committee is seeking photographs that portray the fabric of the town 
for the new town website.

Belchertown 
looking for 
photographs 
for new town 
website

Scan this QR code to 
access the online form to 
submit photographs for 
the town’s new website.

Littmann. “Through consistent classroom 
instruction and practical exercises, today’s 
graduates have developed the tools they’ll 
need to work seamlessly with veteran fire-
fighters in their home departments and in 
neighboring communities as mutual aid.”

Basic firefighter skills
Students receive classroom training in all 

basic firefighter skills. They practice first 
under non-fire conditions and then during 
controlled fire conditions. 

To graduate, students must demonstrate 
proficiency in life safety, search and res-
cue, ladder operations, water supply, pump 
operation and fire attack. Fire attack oper-
ations range from mailbox fires to multi-
ple-floor or multiple-room structural fires. 

Upon successful completion of the 
Career Recruit Program, all students have 
met the national standards of NFPA 1001, 
Standard for Fire Fighter Professional 
Qualifications, and are certified to the 
levels of Firefighter I/II and Hazardous 
Materials First Responder Operations by 
the Massachusetts Fire Training Council, 
which is accredited by the National Board 
on Fire Service Professional Qualifications.

More than fighting fires
Modern firefighters train for and respond 

to all types of hazards and emergencies. 
They are the first ones called to respond to 
chemical and environmental emergencies, 
ranging from the suspected presence of 
carbon monoxide to gas leaks to industrial 
chemical spills. 

They may be called to rescue a child who 
has fallen through the ice, an office worker 
stuck in an elevator, or a motorist trapped 
in a crashed vehicle. They test and maintain 
their equipment, including self-contained 
breathing apparatus, hydrants, hoses, power 
tools and apparatus.

At the Massachusetts Firefighting 
Academy, recruits learn all these skills and 
more, including the latest science of fire 
behavior and suppression tactics, from cer-
tified fire instructors. They also receive 
training in public fire education, hazardous 
material incident mitigation, flammable 
liquids, stress management, and self-rescue 
techniques. 

The intensive, 10-week program involves 
classroom instruction, physical fitness 
training, firefighter skills training and live 
firefighting practice.

The MFA provides recruit and in-ser-
vice training for career, call, and volunteer 
firefighters at every level of experience, 
from recruit to chief officer, at campuses in 
Stow, Springfield, and Bridgewater.

GRADUATES from page 1

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news
or community features for 
The Sentinel, please email 
sentinel@turley.com

BCTV Schedule 
Highlights

Thursday, Feb. 1
• 8 a.m. – Select Board – Jan. 16 meeting
• 10 a.m. – Planning Board – Jan. 23 

meeting
• Noon – Communications Committee – 

Jan. 25 meeting
• 7 p.m. – Select Board – Jan. 16 meeting
• 9 p.m. – Planning Board – Jan. 23 

meeting

Friday, Feb. 2
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 9 a.m. – Council on Aging – Jan. 24 

meeting
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 7 p.m. – Council on Aging – Jan. 24 

meeting
• 8 p.m. – Communications Committee – 

Jan. 25 meeting

Saturday, Feb. 3
• 8 a.m. – BHS Pops Concert 2023
• 10 a.m. – BHS Fall Concert 2023
• Noon – JBMS Winter Concert 2023
• 5 p.m. – BHS Student Band July 2023
• 6 p.m. – JBMS Winter Concert 2023
• 8 p.m. – BHS Pops Concert 2023
• 10 p.m. – BHS Fall Concert 2023

Sunday, Feb. 4
• 4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Roman Catholic 

Church
• 6 p.m. – Christ Community Church
• 7 p.m. – Hope United Methodist 

Church

Monday, Feb. 5
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 6:30 p.m. – Select Board – Channel 191

Tuesday, Feb. 6
• 8 a.m. – Lost Towns of the Swift River 

Valley
• 6 p.m. – School Committee – Channel 

192
• 7 p.m. – Community Preservation 

Committee

Wednesday, Feb. 7
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 7:30 p.m.  – Agriculture Commission

Friday Fish Fry 
returns to
Swift River 
Sportsman’s Club

BELCHERTOWN – The Swift 
River Sportsman’s Club at 350 Cold 
Spring Road is pleased to announce 
that its Friday Fish Fry is returning on 
Fridays, starting Feb. 16 and running 
through April 5. 

Prices range from $14 for fish and 
chips to $18 for a fish, shrimp and 
chip combo. Clam chowder will also 
be available. 

For more information, please call 
the club at 413-323-9387.

Knights host spaghetti 
supper on Feb. 10

WARE – The Ware Knights of 
Columbus will host a Valentine’s Day 
spaghetti supper on Saturday, Feb. 10 
from 6-8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church Hall, 
South Street, dine in or take out.

Tickets are $15 adults and $10 chil-
dren. For tickets, call/text 413-537-3422. 

A free holiday rose will be given to the 
ladies. Beer and wine will be available 
for purchase. 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SUPER FEBRUARY!

In Honor Of Ice Cream
for Breakfast Day Feb. 3
ELSIE’S CREAMERY ICE CREAM 

Full Half Gallons 
$2.00 OFF Reg. Price

Jan. 31 – Feb. 6
THE BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

In All Your Favorite Flavors!

 Super Food For 
 The Big Game!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo And Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,

Party Wings And Boneless Wings
Available Big Game Weekend February 10 & 11

Fat Tuesday Feb. 13Fat Tuesday Feb. 13
Mardi Gras MenuMardi Gras Menu  FeaturingFeaturing

Chef Mike’s Chef Mike’s GUMBOGUMBO

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Wednesday, Feb. 14
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

& Served with a Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 
with Drawn Butter & Lemon

Complete with 
Choice of Appetizer & Dessert

Dinners Include 
Roasted Baby Potatoes, 

Baby Vegetables & a Mini Ciabatta

Love At First Bite

  Valentine Bouquets
   & Arrangements

Floral Deliveries Call 589-7071

So Good Together...
Roses, Dinner, Chocolates & Wine

Beautiful 
Long Stem Roses

BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM
Specially Wrapped & Bowed With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!

❚ COMMUNITY 

BELCHERTOWN – The Clapp 
Memorial Library is offering a 
Beginner Photography Workshop for 
students in grades five-12 on Sunday, 
Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. 

This program will take place at 
the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation’s Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitor Center, 100 Winsor 
Dam Road. Learn basic nature photog-
raphy (landscape and wildlife) from 
local photographer Ed Comeau who 
will present on different topics like 
photography techniques, composition, 
lighting, etc. 

There will be a short discus-

sion about nature and wildlife at the 
Quabbin Reservoir followed by 
opportunities for photography in the 
Quabbin. Students are asked to register 
by emailing clapplibrarytab@gmail.
com or by visiting the library at 19 
South Main St.

Focus on Youth
Join Youth Services Librarian, 

Jennifer Whitehead, at the DCR’s Les 
and Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor 
Center for some fun with photogra-
phy. This event is for families with pre-
school to fourth grade students. 

Participants will meet as a group 

at noon on Sunday, Feb. 11. After a 
brief discussion where participants will 
share ideas on where and how to take 
photographs of the Quabbin, families 
will venture off to explore on their 
own. 

Wear proper clothing and footwear 
for hiking and the weather. Bring your 
cameras, binoculars, and sense of 
adventure. 

Families are asked to register on 
the Clapp Memorial Library website, 
www.clapplibrary.org or by calling the 
library at 413-323-0417.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Photographer Ed Comeau will lead a Beginner Photography Workshop for students in grades five-12 on Sunday, Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. at the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Les and Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center.

Clapp library offers photography workshops

4-H Community Garden 
Club meets Feb. 8

BELCHERTOWN – The Belchertown 4-H Community 
Garden Club will hold the first meeting on Thursday, Feb. 
8 from 3:15-5:15 p.m. at Cold Spring School.  

The club is open to individuals in kindergarten to 18 
years of age.  The club will have scheduled meetings on 
every other Thursday afternoon with a “club skip” when 
school is closed for vacations.

The 4-H Community Garden Club is entering the 11th 
year of gardening at Lampson Brook Farm on Jackson 
Street in Belchertown. 

The meetings start inside and as soon as the weather 
cooperates, the club moves to the garden site.  The mem-
bers will learn how to grow vegetables that are then donat-
ed to the local food pantries.  

For more information, you may contact the 4-H office by 
calling 413-230-4538 or emailing barrypatriciaat@gmail.
com.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Belchertown 4-H Community Garden Club will meet Thursday, 
Feb. 8 from 3:15-5:15 p.m. at Cold Spring School.

Selected for ‘Making it 
Public’ grant

BELCHERTOWN – The Town of 
Belchertown is one of eight commu-
nities across Massachusetts select-
ed through a competitive process for 
Making it Public 2024. 

Making it Public for Municipalities 
is a training series offered by the New 
England Foundation for the Arts in 
partnership with the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council’s Arts & Culture 
Department. 

These trainings equip administrators 
in strengthening local capacity to sup-
port, create, and promote more vibrant 
and just public artmaking. 

On Jan. 23, Belchertown staff 
including Cyndi Harbeson, Clapp 
Memorial  Library Director ;  E. 
Maude Haak-Frendscho, Creative 
Economy Coordinator in the Planning 

Department; and Jennifer Whitehead, 
Youth Librarian, joined the cohort of 
eight municipalities who have received 
support through this program, includ-
ing Chelmsford, Clinton, Everett, 
Montague, Peabody, Somerville and 
Southbridge. 

At the conclusion of the training 
series, Belchertown will have a com-
pleted call for temporary public art – as 
well as a clear management process 
within municipal financial structures—
and a $15,000 grant from NEFA to 
fund artists selected through this call to 
produce public artwork in Belchertown.

Steve Williams, Belchertown Town 
Administrator, applauded this devel-
opment: “The investment from NEFA 
and MAPC in Belchertown—both 
in expanding our staff capacities and 
funding the creation of public art—
gives us the tools we need to engage 
residents in the process of creating 
public works of art that reflect local 

communities.”
Jen Turner, Belchertown Select 

Board member, added that “public art 
is a unique opportunity to bolster a 
sense of place and community belong-
ing through art and experience. With 
this training series and grant, we’ve 
been given the opportunity to strength-
en community bonds in a process of 
expressing our shared sense of what it 
is to live in Belchertown together.”

“Municipalities are really buying 
into the Making it Public process, and 
we’re proud to see the level of engage-
ment and excitement build from our 
cities and towns over these past few 
years,” said Annis Sengupta, director of 
arts and culture at MAPC. “The train-
ings will help municipalities strengthen 
their relationships with local artists and 
result in a tangible piece of art in the 
community.”

Belchertown builds on public artmaking

Please see GRANT, page 8
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Dear Editor,  

Belchertown Community TV is pleased 
to let the residents of Belchertown know 
that we are once again fully operational.

Last October, the equipment that ran 
BCTV failed.  The management of BCTV 
had been actively looking for a replace-
ment system but had not purchased it yet.  

Fortunately, we were able to get a “loan-
er” system that let us go live in a limited 
way. We have been using that “loaner” 
since October.

Last week, the new Castus Quickroll 
system was installed, and we are now again 
fully operational. The new system lets us 
go live from six locations in town. 

Belchertown High School events, 
Chestnut Hill Community School events 
can now be broadcast in real time. We have 
go live capability from three locations at 

Town Hall, at our TV station, and we still 
have our two GoToMeeting computers that 
allow us to broadcast any town meeting.  

BCTV continues to stream 24/7 on the 
internet and is archiving all shows pro-
duced.  The archived shows can be viewed 
from a link on the town web page.

If you have any problems connecting 
to our streaming channels or need help 
finding the archived shows on the town 
web page, you can email us at channel5@
belchertown.org and we will be happy to 
help you.

Our thanks to the Select Board, the Town 
Administrator, Key Code Media, and the 
volunteers of BCTV who made this new 
equipment purchase, installation, and train-
ing on this new system possible.

Lew Louraine
Station Manager BCTV

Dear Editor,  

We would like to take this opportuni-
ty to thank the people of Belchertown 
and the following organizations for their 
support and generosity during 2023 
for the Provisions’ Pantry at Dwight 
Chapel: Belchertown Lions Club, Hulmes 
Transportation, Belchertown Stop and 
Shop, Belchertown Community Aid 
Network, Belchertown RE/MAX and all 
those who gave through these organizations 
on their own. 

Their generosity has allowed us to pur-
chase non-perishable food items and other 

necessities to keep the pantry well stocked 
through the coming months. Also due to 
the generosity of our congregants and local 
businesses in town we have expanded from 
handing out non-perishables monthly to be 
able to serve the community weekly, on 
Saturdays from 9-10 a.m. 

It is a privilege to be partners with so 
many in meeting the needs of our families 
and friends here in Belchertown.  

Sincerely,  
Jacqueline Annis

 on behalf of the Provisions’ 
Pantry at Dwight Chapel  

Belchertown

Spectrum announces 
changes to channel lineup

Spectrum Northeast, LLC is noticing its customers 
that on or around Feb. 28, Hallmark Drama located 
on channel 127 or 177 will be rebranded to Hallmark 
Family on channel 127 on all channel lineups.

On or around March 6, Hallmark Movies & 
Mysteries located on channel 75, 76, 78, 82, 157 or 
629 or 707 will be rebranded to Hallmark Mystery on 
channels 75, 76, 78, 82, 157, and/or 629 or 707 on all 
channel lineups.

New equipment allows BCTV to be fully operational again

Provisions’ Pantry thanks community for support

Re-blooming paper whites

I purchased some paper white bulbs early in 
December, figuring I’d need some flower power 
come January.  

Four bulbs were planted in potting soil in an old 
tureen bowl that I found at the local recycling center 
swap shed. I covered the soil in moss I saved from my 
yard and honest to goodness when those bulbs burst 
into bloom about a month after planting, I felt pretty 
proud of myself for creating such a chic display.  

Now what to do with it? Usually, when paper whites 
are forced in pebbles, or just plain water, they are 
a once and done kind of experiment. But because I 
planted them in decent potting soil, there may be hope 
for re-bloom.  

Read on to see how it’s done.
First, it’s important to think about how bulbs work. 

They are a self-contained unit that has everything in 
that unit to bloom the first time no matter what, as long 
as basic environmental needs are met.  

Pretty impressive. 
For bulbs to bloom again, we have to make sure that 

unit gets re-charged. I read once to think of the bulb as 
a solar battery – that’s not far off! 

For typical daffodil bulbs that are planted in the 
ground that means removing spent flowers, keeping 
the foliage intact until it yellows, and giving the plant a 
little fertilizer or a compost top dressing if the soil isn’t 
fertile. Now that we understand, we can use this infor-
mation to re charge our hyacinth bulbs.

The flowers are still on my chic display, but they are 
definitely gone by. I will snip off the spent blooms.  

Next, I will put the tureen in a sunny window. To 
be honest, I had placed it in my pantry when it was in 
bloom.  

My husband found the fragrance a little too over-
powering and not to his liking. Over the years I have 
found that people either love it or hate it and sadly he 
leans toward the latter of the two.  

But, because it was placed in the window of a cool 
room, it grew upright without falling over, and the 
flowers lasted close to three weeks! Now that I have 
the pot of foliage in a sunny window, I will sprinkle a 
little bulb fertilizer on the soil surface and water it in.  

Choose one that has both nitrogen for the leaves and 
phosphorus for the bulb. The numbers on the fertilizer 
indicate NPK: Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium.  

We want to encourage those leaves to photosynthe-
size and make energy to build up the reserves in the 
bulb. Fertilization will happen monthly as long as the 
leaves are green.

The leaves will grow for longer than you might 
think, maybe even into late spring and summer.  I’ll 
put the pot outside in the sunshine once the weather 
warms up enough.  

Eventually, though, the leaves will yellow and 
brown. Once they do it’s time to cut them back and let 
the soil dry out completely, after which the bulbs can 
be removed.  

Give them a couple of days in the sun to dry out fur-
ther. The outer skin of the bulbs will get papery.  

Now it is time to store them in a brown paper bag 
until planting. Old panty hose or onion bags would 
also work.  

I will replant my paper white bulbs during Advent, 
and with any luck, all of my work will pay off with 
blooms when I need it the most – this time next year!  
And maybe every year thereafter!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of  Agriculture at  the Universi ty of 
Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Will withdrawing from 
401(k) affect my Social 
Security?

Dear Rusty: 
My full retirement age is 66 and 8 

months, which I’ll reach in September 
2024. I’m still working three days a week. 

I want to cash in my 401(k) and want 
to know if I have to wait until my FRA 
for IRS purposes or can cash it in anytime 
in 2024. I don’t want to affect my Social 
Security or end up paying taxes on my ben-
efits. 

Signed: Seeking to Avoid Taxes

Dear Seeking:
We’re not experts on IRS matters here at 

the AMAC Foundation so I can’t address 
401(k) questions, but we can provide infor-
mation on your Social Security circum-
stances and how 401(k) withdrawals may 

affect your SS. I assume from your question 
that you are now receiving early Social 
Security and wish to avoid any tax conse-
quences thereto by cashing in your 401(k), 
as well as from working. 

Here’s what you need to know:
Since you wil l  reach your  Ful l 

Retirement Age in 2024, your 2024 work 
earnings limit will be $59,520 up to the 
month you reach FRA. If you were born 
in January 1958, you’ll attain FRA in 
September 2024. 

After you have reached your FRA there 
is no longer a Social Security limit to how 
much you can earn from working, so your 
work earnings thereafter will not affect your 
monthly Social Security benefit regardless 
of how much you earn. If your part time 
work between January and August 2024 
won’t put you over the $59,520 limit, your 
work earnings will not negatively affect 
your gross monthly Social Security benefit.

Assuming you are on Medicare, the pre-
mium for which is deducted from your 
Social Security payment, withdrawals from 
your 401(k) might affect your net month-
ly Social Security payment in two years 
hence. Medicare premiums are based upon 

Please see SSI, page 7
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your combined income from all sourc-
es, including 50% of the SS benefits you 
received during the tax year. 

If your 401(k) withdrawal(s) put you over 
an income threshold for your tax filing sta-
tus, you may be required to pay an Income 
Related Monthly Adjustment Amount on 
top of the standard Medicare premium. 
That IRMAA supplement would be deduct-
ed from your Social Security, which would 
affect the net amount of your Social Security 
payment. 

Your Medicare premium for each com-
ing year is determined by your combined 
income from two years prior, so if you “cash 
in” your 401(K) in 2024, it would affect 
your net Social Security payments in 2026. 

Whether you will pay income tax on 
your Social Security benefits is determined 
by your combined income from every-
where, which the IRS calls your “Modified 
Adjusted Gross Income.” MAGI is your 
income from all sources except ROTH IRA 
withdrawals and includes half of the SS ben-
efits you received during the tax year. 

If you file your taxes as a single, and your 
MAGI is over $25,000 or if you file your 
taxes as “married-jointly” and your MAGI 
is over $32,000 then 50% of the Social 
Security benefits received during the tax 
year becomes part of your overall income 
taxed by the IRS (at your normal IRS tax 
rate). But if your MAGI as a single filer is 
more than $34,000 – or as a married/joint-
ly filer over $44,000 – then up to 85% of 

the SS benefits received during the tax year 
becomes part of your overall income taxed 
by the IRS.

So, to recap:
Your part time work earnings in 2024 

won’t affect your monthly Social Security 
benefit, unless your 2024 work earnings 
prior to September 2024 exceed $59,520.

Depending on the amount of your 401(k) 
withdrawals, your 2026 net Social Security 
payments may be impacted by Medicare’s 
IRMAA provision. But your 401(k) with-
drawals will not affect your gross Social 
Security payments. 

Depending on the amount of your 401(k) 
withdrawals, some of the Social Security 
benefits received during the 2024 tax year 
will likely be subject to income tax. That 
is, if your annual total income, including 
your 401(k) withdrawals, exceeds the MAGI 
thresholds described above. 

The Associat ion Mature Ci t izens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

SSI from page 6

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton

Hamilton on Foreign Policy

Bashing China is easy but 
not always helpful

Here’s one thing we can count on in the upcoming elec-
tion year: American politicians will find ways to criticize 
China, even if they’re running for jobs that have little to do 
with U.S. foreign policy.

China-bashing is a tried-and-true way to appeal for 
votes. 

It’s politically safe: China has few defenders anywhere 
in the United States. Politicians can take shots at China 
without worrying that they will offend anyone or lose sup-
port and, certainly, China often deserves criticism.

But there is a downside to reflexive anti-China rhetoric. 
With the world’s second-largest population and its sec-
ond-largest economy, China is a force in world affairs. 

We need to push back when it threatens our interests, but 
we also need to engage with China when appropriate.

It’s understandable that China would be a target for 
attacks. We live in a bipolar world, with the U.S. and China 
competing for global influence. 

Under President Xi Jinping, China has positioned itself 
as our chief rival and China’s actions often call for push-
back. It engages in unfair trade practices, disregards intel-
lectual property rules and tramples on human rights. 

It has been accused of genocide against the Uyghur pop-
ulation in its Xinjiang province. It threatens Taiwan and 
antagonizes its neighbors over the South China Sea.

To many Americans, China can seem foreign and far 
away. Its people look different and speak different languag-
es. Its autocratic system of government is very different 
from our democratic system. 

A recent Pew Research Center survey found half of 
Americans consider China to be the biggest threat we face; 
that’s three times as many as view Russia as our biggest 
threat. In another survey, more than 80% of Americans had 
negative views of China.

Some of China’s actions do call for strong responses. We 
should expect candidates for relevant government offices to 
adopt clear positions toward China. 

But China-bashing can go too far. 

In Indiana, where I live, one candidate for governor has 
made “combating China” a centerpiece of his campaign. 
He and his rivals say they will confront China over fentan-
yl imports, online theft of personal information, and other 
matters. 

The next governor of Indiana will have a lot of important 
issues to address, but getting tough with China won’t be 
high on the list.

Demonizing China also has a long and sometimes ugly 
history in the United States. Chinese immigrants in the 
1800s did hard and dangerous jobs, working in mines and 
building railroads, but faced discrimination in housing, 
employment and education. 

Anti-Chinese bias led Congress to pass the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882, barring further Chinese immigra-
tion. Sensationalistic newspapers fanned fears of a “Yellow 
Peril” that threatened native-born Americans. 

A 1924 law further restricted Asian immigration.
Some of those old prejudices can resurface today. 

One recent poll found that voters linked politicians’ 
anti-Chinese rhetoric to a spike in violence against Asian 
Americans. 

With election campaigns getting underway, some experts 
predict a rise in hate incidents.

At the end of the day, U.S. officials will have to lay aside 
the rhetoric and engage with China. That means standing 
firm when China threatens our interests and those of our 
allies, but it also means finding ways to work together. 

We can, and should, cooperate on addressing climate 
change, combating terrorism, deterring drug smuggling, 
promoting free and fair trade, and other issues. 

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years.

COURTESY OF THE WELLS LIBRARY LEE HAMILTON PHOTO COLLECTION
Rep. Lee H. Hamilton and others are shown with Vice-Premier Deng 
Xiaoping in June 1979 during the first official visit to the U.S. by top 
Communist Chinese leadership. Among the others are Paul Findley 
in the far left back and Michael Barnes to Hamilton’s left. 

James Baldwin wrote: “I imagine the 
reason so many people cling to their hate, 
is because, if they had to let it go, they 
would have to deal with their pain.”

February is Black History Month. For 
some when reminded they say, “been there 
done that, they had their chance.” Some 
states erase Black History lest it offend 
others. 

Hateful rhetoric and acts of violence are 
born in pain, a pain ignored, buried, not 
allowed to be processed or healed. This 
pain, this trauma, is not an excuse for bad 
behavior; we are held accountable. 

But, if we could find a way to meet “the 
other” whom we fear or fail to understand, 
we might break through the violence which 
creates fear and division. If we could break 
through the pain, we might find we have a 
lot in common.

When such pain dominates the thinking 
and feeling of a person, they will look for a 
scapegoat to blame and eliminate.

People of color, Jews, people of various 
sexual orientation, mentally ill people, and 

many developmentally delayed youth, are 
victims of this abuse born in pain.

What pain have you had which may have 
moved you to fear, judgment of others, and 
hate? How are you dealing with your pain? 

Some self-medicate and live with addic-
tion, which fosters anger and abuse. Some 
refuse to acknowledge their pain so are 
unavailable for a relationship. Some just 
say it is what it is and do not control their 
anger. 

Many damaged individuals will find oth-
ers with whom they can bond in their com-
mon pain and hate; remember the neo-Na-
zis in Charlottesville, Virginia, “Jews will 
not replace us”.

Many young male school shooters 
are identified as disturbed, traumatized, 
and clearly dangerous, after-the-fact of 
the massacre. Again, he needs to be held 
accountable, and or his parents who aided 
him in preparation for such a violent act.

Yet, what if we could get to him before 
he acted out?  One young man pleaded 
with his parents to get him a doctor and 

asked for help, and they laughed him off 
and said, “deal with it”.

What pain are the parents failing to deal 
with that they would reject help for their 
son?

We cannot erase our common history; 
black or white, or whatever ethnic context. 
The beginning of change, renewal, and 
transformation, begins with me, with you, 
dealing with our pain, so we do not project 
it on others and hate or hurt them.

Black History Month is an opportunity 
to face history and ourselves. 

I too imagine the reason many cling to 
our, their, hate, is because, if they let it go, 
they would have to deal with our, their, 
pain.

Rev. Dr. Randy Wilburn
Minister, Therapist, Consultant

Life Together is written by Rev. Dr. 
Randall K. Wilburn. With over 54 years as 
a parish minister, Wilburn is also an expe-
rienced marriage and family counselor. 
Life Together will deal with topics such as 
stress, grief, anxiety, healing and hope. 
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Country Bank 
supports QVCDC 
with $10,000 
donation

WARE – Country Bank, a full-ser-
vice financial institution serving central 
and western Massachusetts, announced 
a $10,000 donation to the Quaboag 
Valley Community Development 
Corporation to support various pro-
grams to help local communities in the 
region.

“The Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation is grateful for 
this generous donation from Country 
Bank. We appreciate Country Bank’s 
support for our initiatives and its invest-
ment in the economic growth and sta-
bility of the Quaboag Region,” said 
Melissa Fales, QVCDC executive direc-
tor in a press release. 

To learn more about the various sup-
port programs the QVCDC offers, visit 
www.QVCDC.org.
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 
Experienced Experienced 

Counter PersonCounter Person

Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 143 calls for 
the week of Jan. 19 through Jan. 25. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. The 
Granby Police Department provides all 
information.

Sunday, Jan. 21
1:18 a.m. – A motorist reported that 

a vehicle struck a guardrail in this area. 
Police arrived and discovered that the 
vehicle left the scene, but officers found 
the front license plate in the snow along 
with pieces of the front bumper. The 
owner was contacted and issued a crim-
inal citation for leaving the scene of a 
property damage accident.

6:15 a.m. – A motorist reported that a 
vehicle struck a tree. Granby Police and 
Fire responded. The operator was trans-
ported to the hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

Monday, Jan. 22 
4:42 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 59 mph in 40 

mph zone. The vehicle was stopped, and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

9:59 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 55 mph in 40 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped, and 
it was discovered that the operator had a 
revoked license.

10:02 p.m. – Keith Harris, 64, of 
Granby, was placed under arrest for oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a revoked 
Massachusetts driver’s license.

Wednesday, Jan. 24
7:43 p.m. – A motorist reported that 

a vehicle struck a utility pole. Granby 
Police and Fire responded. There were no 
injuries.

Thursday, Jan. 25
10:54 a.m. – A motorist reported that a 

garbage truck struck a utility pole causing 
minor damage. Granby Police responded. 
There were no injuries.

5:37 p.m. – A motorist reported that 
a vehicle struck a deer. Granby Police 
responded. There were no injuries.

NORTHAMPTON – A judge sentenced 
an Amherst man to serve six-to-seven years 
in state prison in connection with multiple 
sexual assaults he committed on a teenage 
girl in Amherst.

Kemal Banatte, 44, pleaded guilty before 
Hampshire Superior Court Judge Edward 
McDonough to one count of statutory rape 
of a child, one count of indecent assault 
and battery on a child under 14, three 
counts of indecent assault and battery on 
a child over 14, and one count of witness 
intimidation.

At his change of plea Jan. 18, Banatte 
admitted to sexually assaulting the vic-
tim, a child known to him, multiple times 
between 2015 and 2019 in an Amherst res-
idence when she was between the ages of 
12 and 15. The victim reported the abuse to 
the police in March of 2022. 

McDonough adopted the sentence joint-
ly proposed by Northwestern Assistant 
District Attorney Andrew Covington and 
Banatte’s defense attorney, Aliki Recklitis 
of the Committee for Public Counsel 

Services in sentencing Banatte to serve six-
to-seven years in state prison, followed by 
five years of supervised probation.

As conditions of probation, Banatte 
must also register as a sex offender with 
the Massachusetts Sex Offender Registry 
Board, pay restitution to the victim, and 
provide a DNA sample as a convicted 
felon. As part of the plea agreement, the 
Commonwealth dismissed three counts 
of indecent assault and battery and three 
counts of larceny.

“The survivor showed tremendous 
strength coming forward and reporting 
the sexual assaults to the police,” said 
Covington in a press release. “Victims of 
sexual assault are encouraged to report 
these crimes to their local police depart-
ments or the Northwestern District 
Attorney’s office.” 

Covington commended the Amherst 
Police Department for its thorough work 
on the case. Covingtonnoted that the sur-
vivor was in favor of the sentence, and 
relieved the case resolved without a trial.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 

Amherst man sentenced to 
prison for sexual assaults

Granby Police Log

The Making it Public program 
and funding is instrumental to devel-
oping a sustainable municipal arts 
program that engages community 
members. It also builds off of the 
partnership momentum already built 
by the Clapp Memorial Library and 
the Planning Department’s Creative 
Economy Initiative, which are plan-
ning the Belchertown Wildlife & 
Landscape Photography Workshops, 
Contest, and Exhibition for this 
Spring with partnership from 
the Conservation Department. 
More details on this series will be 
announced soon. 

More details about Making it 
Public for Municipalities, as well as 
the parallel track for Massachusetts 
artists, a free series that is open 
for registration right now, can be 

found on the NEFA website: https://
www.nefa.org/news/nefa-announc-
es-third-community-cohort-se-
lected-making-it-public-art-train-
ing-program. Local Belchertown 
artists who are interested in expand-
ing their portfolios of public art are 
encouraged to take part in this free 
training series.

About MAPC
The Metropolitan Area Planning 

Council is the regional planning 
agency serving the people who 
live and work in the 101 cities and 
towns of Metropolitan Boston. Its 
mission is to promote smart growth 
and regional collaboration. Through 
its Arts & Culture Department, 
MAPRC advances the policy and 
planning conditions that allow arts 
and culture to thrive. MetroCommon 
2050, Greater Boston’s regional land 

use and policy plan, guides its work 
as it engages the public in respon-
sible stewardship of the region’s 
future.

About NEFA
The New England Foundation 

for the Arts invests in artists and 
communities and fosters equitable 
access to the arts, enriching the cul-
tural landscape in New England and 
the nation. NEFA accomplishes this 
by granting funds to artists and cul-
tural organizations; connecting them 
to each other and their audiences; 
and analyzing their economic con-
tributions. 

NEFA serves as a regional partner 
for the National Endowment for the 
Arts, New England’s state arts agen-
cies, and private foundations. Learn 
more at www.nefa.org.

GRANT from page 5

BELCHERTOWN – The Belchertown Agricultural 
Commission is pleased to announce that it will be holding its 
annual Farmer Meet and Greet on Saturday, Feb. 10, from 1-3 
p.m. at the Town Hall auditorium, 2 Jabish St.

This event is open to any member of our community that 
wants to engage with our local farmers. 

There will be presentations and opportunities to connect 
with the farmers in town. Light refreshments will be served. 

Backyard Chicken Keeping 
and Seed Saving 

The annual Backyard Chicken-keeping and Gardening 
event will be held on Saturday, April 6 from 1-3 p.m. at the 
Town Hall auditorium, 2 Jabish St. Lindsay Baird of Oak and 
Ash Farm, as well as homesteader Sandy Brougham will be 
discussing all practical aspects of keeping chickens. 

There will also be a seed swap table, so bring some extra 
seeds to trade. Come join the Belchertown Agricultural 
Commission and benefit from the expertise of your commu-
nity.

Agricultural Commission 
lists upcoming events
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www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Live Onsite & Webcast
Public AuctioN

FURNITURE STORE
• FURNITURE INVENTORY & ACCESSORIES •

42 MYRON STREET     WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
TO BE SOLD ON THE PREMISES AND BY LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

NATIONAL BRANDS INCLUDING: BarcaLounger; Bernhardt Furniture; Bradington Young; Braxton Culler; Caracole Furniture; 
Charleston Forge; CTH Sherrill Occasional; Hickory White; Hooker; John Richard; King Hickory; Sam Moore; Sherrill and Many More •
Consisting of: Sofas • Sectionals • Recliners • Swivel Rockers • Occasional Chairs • Ottomans • Cocktail, End & Console Tables • 
Entertainment Centers • Bookcases • Desks • Dining Room Sets • Buffet • Mirrors • Floor & Table Lamps • Chandeliers • Bar Stools 
• Framed Paintings & Prints • Wall Décor • Clocks • Knick Knacks • Bowls • Jars • Trays • Throw Pillows • TCL 55” TV

• Many More Items Too Numerous To Mention •

SALE PER ORDER OF GARY M. WEINER, ESQ.
OF THE FIRM OF WEINER LAW FIRM, PC, 1441 MAIN STREET, SUITE 610, SPRINGFIELD, MA

ASSIGNEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF CREDITORS
TERMS OF SALE: 25% DEPOSIT CASH, WIRE TRANSFER OR CERTIFIED CHECK

15% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONSITE PURCHASES
18% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONLINE PURCHASES

OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT TIME OF SALE
INSPECTIONS: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH – 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.& MORNING OF SALE – 8:30 A.M. TO 10:30 A.M.

LIVE ONSITE & LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE AT WWW.BIDSPOTTER.COM
SEND for  DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE or VISIT our WEBSITE at  WWW.POSNIK.COM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH AT 10:30 A.M. ET
ASSIGNEE’S SALE

address the absenteeism that has increased 
at many schools and workplaces since the 
pandemic.

Director of Student Services, Marina 
Latourelle, has been charged with taking 
care of Scout after the school is closed, 
a responsibility that the rest of the staff 
has lined up to share, should Latourelle be 
unavailable.

“The recommendation was that he comes 
to work right away,” Latourelle said. “So he 
puts his little harness on and he comes to 
work, and he loves it.”

A poll was held to name the puppy, with 
Scout beating out the suggestions of Petey 
(for PT) or Techie.

Superintendent Eric Duda named the 
adoption of Scout as one of his proudest 
accomplishments of the year, along with 
introducing the Yonder pouches to help cut 
down on phone use.

“This was done through a unanimous 
vote from our School Committee to adopt a 
new school policy,” said Duda. “It allowed 
us to move forward with the dog.”

Duda said that in the first week, Scout 
had already been called on to help students 
with various mental health challenges.

“You can have the best school psychol-
ogists and three guidance counselors and 
two adjustment counselors, a powerful 
admin team and a wonderful teaching staff, 
and we can all work to do something to 
help this student,” Duda said. “I saw this 
firsthand: you may or may not get there 
quickly, but with a puppy, you get there 
immediately.”

Walking through the halls with Scout, 
students immediately lit up as soon as they 
saw him. Turner said that the staff coordi-
nates a schedule for Scout to visit different 
classrooms at different times of day, in 
between his training and daily care.

“The positive impact that he’s already 

had has blown everyone’s mind,” Duda 
said. “By the end of the first day, you can’t 
walk throughout this building without hav-
ing smiles and interactions.”

“We brought the puppy to our School 
Committee meeting last week,” Duda said. 
“We introduced the dog in public session, 
and everybody smiled, and people pet the 
dog, and everything else. The whole tone 
changes from there, you can feel the posi-
tive energy.”

Duda said he believes that Pathfinder 
is the first school out of the nine towns it 
services to have a dog on-campus and said 
that he hopes other towns will follow their 
example.

“Myself and the team are happy to work 
with anyone who’s interested in doing what 
we’re doing,” Duda said, mentioning that 
police and fire departments could also ben-
efit from a dog onsite.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY MARCELO GUSMÃO
Scout is shown with Principal Brenda Turner and 
Marina Latourelle.

SCOUT from page 1

Georgia Bousquet, Mackenzie Peterson, Addison Doktor and Julianna Lovejoy stopped to pose for a 
picture with Scout.

❚ EDUCATION 

Local students earn Dean’s List 
honors at Nichols College

DUDLEY – More than 220 students 
at Nichols College have achieved Dean’s 
List honors during the fall 2023 semester.

The following local students earned 
Dean’s List: Christopher Cowles of 
Belchertown and Nolan Sullivan of 
Granby.

Dean’s List recognizes those students 
who achieve high grades during a sin-
gle semester. In order to be included on 
the Dean’s List, a student must have a 
minimum average of 3.5 for at least 12 
undergraduate credit-hours and must have 
received no grades below B- during the 
semester.

* * *
Benjamin Anderson makes 
Dean’s List at Univ. of Delaware 

NEWARK, DE – Benjamin Anderson 
of Belchertown has been named to the 
University of Delaware Dean’s List for 
the fall 2023 semester.

To meet eligibility requirements for the 
Dean’s List, a student must be enrolled 
full-time and earn a GPA of 3.5 or above 
(on a 4.0 scale) for the semester.

* * *
University of Rhode Island 
announces Dean’s List

KINGSTON, RI – The University of 
Rhode Island is pleased to announce the 
fall 2023 Dean’s List. 

Students named to the Dean’s List rep-
resent nearly all of Rhode Island’s cities 
and towns, all six New England states, 
New York and New Jersey, and many 
other states and countries. They include 
Connor Young of Amherst; Aida Name, 
Kamryn Tellier, Kenzie Thomas and 
Tommy Vinagre, all of Belchertown; and 
Gabe Arabik, Chris Misiaszek and Alexa 
Wiesel, all of Granby.

To be included on the Dean’s List, full-
time students must have completed 12 
or more credits for letter grades which 
are GPA applicable during a semester 
and achieved at least a 3.30 quality point 
average. Part-time students qualify with 
the accumulation of 12 or more credits 
for letter grades which are GPA applica-
ble earning at least a 3.30 quality point 
average.

* * *

AIC students named to fall 
2023 Dean’s List

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  A m e r i c a n 
International College is pleased to 
announce that 451 students have been 
named to the Dean’s List for the fall 2023 
semester. 

Dean’s List students attend full-time 
and have achieved a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. 

AIC commends the efforts and 
accomplishments of these diligent and 
hard-working students including: Michael 
Flaherty, majoring in health science; 
Ryan Gaughan, majoring in general 
business; and Sabrina O’Grady, major-
ing in health science; Gabrielle Walz, 
majoring in health science; and Nora 
Young, majoring in criminal justice, all 
of Granby.

* * *
Samuel Weatherbee named 
to Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield College 
has named Samuel Weatherbee from 
Granby to the Dean’s List for academic 
excellence for the 2023 fall semester.

Weatherbee has a primary major of 
sport management.

The criteria for selection to the Dean’s 
List are as follows: The student must 
have completed a minimum of 12 credit 
hours of graded coursework for the term, 
exclusive of “P” grades, not have any 
incompletes or missing grades in the des-
ignated term and have a minimum semes-
ter grade average of 3.500 for the term.

* * *
Elms College announces 
Dean’s List for fall semester

CHICOPEE – The College of Our 
Lady of the Elms has named the follow-
ing students to the Dean’s List for the fall 
2023 semester. 

Congratulations to all the students who 
are named to the list including Sushmita 
Limbu of Amherst; Meredith Dulak, Lily 
Guerin, Julia Hubbard, Madisson Hussey, 
Sophia Mancuso, Angelys Martinez, 
Catherine Mastalerz, Kelly Murray, 
Andrew Pope and Emilia Swiech, all of 
Belchertown; and Simon Abbott, Derek 
Fortin, Dylan Holubowich, Megan 
Lawson, Melissa Pierce and Briana Sosa, 
all of Granby.

The Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley is 
now accepting applications for Zonta 
International’s Young Women in Public 
Affairs Award.

This scholarship is open to a young 
woman (ages 16-19) who has demonstrated 
leadership skills and commitment to public 
service and civic causes. 

Deadline is March 8. 
The Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley is 

also accepting applications for Zonta 
International’s Jane M. Klausman Women 
in Business Scholarship.

Women of any age, pursuing a business 
program with major field of specialization 
in accounting, economics, finance, business 
management, business technology, informa-
tion technology, marketing, operations man-
agement, human resources management, 
international business or entrepreneurship 
at an accredited university/college/institute, 
who demonstrate outstanding potential in 
the field and are living or studying in a 
Zonta district/region, are eligible. 

Deadline is June 15.
For details about either of these schol-

arships, visit the Zonta Club of Quaboag 
Valley’s website at www.zontaqv.org/schol-
arships.

Zonta Club is accepting 
scholarship applications CAMPUS NOTES

❚ GRANBY 

Lions Club offers 
‘Groundhog Fuel 
Assistance Fund’ 

GRANBY – Once again this winter 
heating season, the Granby Lions Club 
has established an Emergency Fuel 
Assistance Fund for Granby residents.  

This fund, titled the “Groundhog 
Fund,” will enable residents of Granby 
to obtain needed assistance for fuel to 
help them through the next six weeks 
of winter.  

The Lions Club Groundhog Fund 
will begin helping residents on Feb. 2 
and will continue until March 16. 

 Residents who would like to apply 
for needed assistance are asked to 
complete an application and these 
applications are available in the Senior 
Center/Council of Aging Office at 
10 West State St. from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday; and at the 
Office of the Town Clerk at 215B West 
State St. from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 9 a.m.-
noon on Friday.

The Granby Lions Club appreciates 
the continuing support that the com-
munity of Granby gives to its projects 
and activities.  
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Become less intense
  6. Variety of pear
 10. Religion native to 

China
 14. Type of tooth
 15. Fitted out
 17. Make every effort
 19. Autonomic nervous 

system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate name
 22. River in France and 

Belgium
 23. Miami’s mascot 

is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cognizant of 

reality
 29. Broad volcanic crater
 31. Canadian surname
 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous Greek 

mythological prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune response
 38. Feline
 39. High opinion of one’s 

own appearance
 40. Thin strip to align 

parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted American 

spy
 45. Breathe noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, architect
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Dutch and German 

surname
 59. Square measures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade someone

CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes (abbr.)
  4. Principle underlying 

the universe
  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible fruits

  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships dock 

(abbr.)
  9. Evergreen tropical 

tree
 10. Reality TV star 

Richards
 11. Nonflowering aquatic 

plant
 12. Stakes
 13. Antidiuretic hormone
 16. Make warm again
 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist group
 24. Kids love him
 25. Naturally occurring 

solid
 27. German surname 

meaning “man from 
Saxony”

 28. Popular cuisine
 29. Partner to cheese
 30. Type of horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 35. Most shrewd

 36. It may be for 
shopping

 37. Midway between 
south and southeast

 39. A stock of foods
 42. The bindings of 

books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, 

songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Clare Booth __, 

American writer
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Popular type of bread
 51. Transfers of money 

(abbr.)
 52. Association of 

engineering 
professionals

 53. Young women’s 
association

 54. City
 55. Niger-Congo branch 

of languages
 56. Pointed end of a pen

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ OBITUARIES 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Diana L. Adair, 70
AMHERST – Diana L. 

Adair, passed away Jan. 22, 
2024, at the age of 70.  

Born in Northampton 
on July 26, 1953, she was 
the daughter of Howard I. 
Mann Sr. and Marietta 
Tataro. Diana grew up in 
Belchertown, the eldest of 
eight children. 

Living most of her life 
in Amherst she was well 
known in the real estate pro-
fession, as well as the horse community while owning, 
and operating Heartland Farm for over 20 years. Diana 
lovingly cared for the horses, students, families, and 
professionals that were a part of Heartland Farm. 

Diana worked as a supervisor at McMannas’s restau-
rant in Hadley, before attaining a broker’s license with 
D. H. Jones Real Estate, and later Sawicki Real Estate, 
before finishing her career with Coldwell Banker. 

Diana was an avid gardener, and decorator, she 
worked with dogged determination, and passion at 
everything she was engaged in, or associated with. 

Diana will be missed by her son, Robert H. Adair of 
Hadley, and her younger siblings Catherine Minkley, 
Howard I. Mann Jr., Patricia Mazer, Jeffrey Mann, 
James Mann, Anthony Mann, and David Mann along 
with 10 nieces and nephews, and many friends.  

A time of remembrance is being planned for the 
future.  Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the arrangements.  

In lieu of flowers, cards, or gifts, please make dona-
tions to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  Please 
visit www.beersandstory.com.

Death Notices
Adair, Diana L.

Died Jan. 22, 2024

Fredenburgh, Martha E.
Died Jan. 18, 2024

Services Feb. 3, 2024

B E L C H E RTOW N  –  M a r t h a  E . 
Fredenburgh passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by the love of her 
family at Baystate Medical 
Center on Jan. 18, 2024, at the 
age of 81. 

Daughter of the late Edgar 
and Ceva (Kennie) Robbins, 
she was born Oct. 26, 1942. 
In addition to her parents, 
Martha is predeceased by her 
husband of 60 years, David S. 
Fredenburgh. She is also pre-
deceased by her sister Rebecca 
Pennucci and brother Edgar 
Robbins.  

A graduate of Concord High School in 
1960, Martha furthered her education at 
Burdett College in Boston. Martha worked 
as a medical secretary at Monson Medical 
Center for several years. 

Both lovers  of  animals ,  Martha 
and David opened and operated the 
Belchertown Boarding Kennel from 1973-
1983. In 1986, Martha and David opened 
Quabbin Analytical Laboratory, a business 
that still serves the community.  

While Martha loved her work, she was 
most proud of her family. Martha met 
David in high school, and married on Dec. 
29, 1962. They had a love and friendship 
that was evident to all that knew them. 

While raising her children and nurturing 
her grandchildren, Martha adored cooking 
family dinners where they would gather 
at their house. There were many heartfelt 
memories made around the dinner table.

 Later in life, Martha and David enjoyed 
dining out each night, which includ-
ed going to many small-town restaurants 

where they grew very close to the staff, 
who were known for their compassion, and 

recognition of them.
In her spare time, Martha 

took pleasure in dancing, tend-
ing to her flower garden, camp-
ing, and boating at Pine Acres 
Campground in Oakham. In 
her spry years she was very 
enthusiastic about dancing, 
and always wanted to be on 
her feet. As she adapted to a 
leisurely lifestyle, she would 
find delight and relaxation in 
the outdoors by taking pride 
in her flower garden, camping, 

and appreciating life by the water with her 
family.  

Martha will be dearly missed by all who 
knew and loved her, including her son 
David Fredenburgh and partner, Tamara 
Langone of Belchertown and her daugh-
ter Heidi Bonafini and her partner, Brian 
Woodward of Belchertown. Martha will 
also be greatly missed by her beloved 
grandchildren, John “Jack” Bonafini Jr. 
and his fiancé Samantha Allard, Alison 
Bonafini and her fiancé Ryan Spencer, and 
David F. Fredenburgh.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, Belchertown at 10 a.m. 
Burial will be at the convenience of the 
family.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Dakin Humane 
Society, www.dakinhumane.org., or Mary’s 
Meadow Rehab, 12 Gamelin St., Holyoke, 
MA 01040.  Please visit www.beersandsto-
ry.com.

Martha E. Fredenburgh, 81

ended the state’s public health emergency, 
and vaccine mandate for state employees on 
May 11. However, emergency-era exemp-
tions to state’s open meeting law remain 
in effect until March 2025, which permits 
public bodies to meet remotely at their pre-
rogative.

Griesemer was re-elected council presi-
dent, and has served in that role since regis-
tered voters amended the municipal charter 
in 2018, which eliminated representative 
town meeting. She represents District 2.

During discussion leading to her re-elec-
tion, District 3 Councilor George Ryan 
quipped it may be more apropos to say 
Amherst Town Council consists of “13 may-
ors.”

Ryan had previously served from 2018, 
but was defeated in his re-election bid, 
when Amherst voters chose 12 women 
and one man to serve on Amherst’s leg-
islative body in 2021. However, he 
regained a seat in the November election. 
In 2024 “there is going to be a Charter 
Review Committee,”  which will meet and 
perhaps make recommendations to the coun-
cil, over a one-year period, Griesemer, 77, 
said in an interview.

The panel will be appointed by the coun-
cil, which may act on any potential recom-
mendations emanating from the to-be-named 
review committee, she said.

Neither the committee nor the council 
would have the authority to change the cur-
rent town council/town manager form of 
government, but amendments to the charter 
outside of that could be in order, she said.

An item that could be reviewed, for 
instance, is the charter’s “voter veto” peti-
tion process, which grants voters the right to 
call a town-wide election should petitioners 
gather signatures of at least 5% of registered 
voters. The signatures must first be certified 
by the town clerk for this sort of petition to 

appear on the ballot for residents to decide 
a matter. 

In this process, a council decision could 
be overturned or affirmed by Amherst resi-
dents.

In 2021, when all public meetings in town 
were being held via remote-access only, the 
council approved borrowing the $36.3 mil-
lion needed, at that time, to renovate and 
expands Jones Library, with the municipali-
ty’s share of this pegged at $15.8 million.

Although petitioners, that spring, gath-
ered in excess of the 5% threshold, the town 
clerk’s office ruled that not enough of them 
were valid signatures, which resulted in 
several months of litigation at Hampshire 
Superior Court, as the petitioner had filed a 
lawsuit against the town.

That litigation ended when the council, 
on its own, voted that summer to place the 
measure on the November 2021 ballot, when 
residents approved the borrowing with 65% 
in favor out of 4,870 votes cast.

With town council in Amherst beginning 
its sixth year, Griesemer said accomplish-
ments, in coordination with Town Manager 
Paul Bockelman and his staff, include a 
“serious investment to meet the affordable 
housing challenge” in the community.

She said keys to successfully leading the 
council center on her ability to “work with 
every councilor to bring forward their prior-
ities” on behalf of town residents. “I spend a 
lot of time doing that,” she said.

At the January meeting District 5 
Councilor Ana Devlin Gauthier was re-elect-
ed vice president of the 13-person body.

In November,  the following were 
also elected to two-year terms: At-Large, 
Councilors Mandi Jo Hanneke, Andrew J. 
Steinberg and Ellisha Walker. District 1, 
Ndifreke (Freke) Ette and Cathy A. Schoen. 
District 2, Patricia C. De Angelis. District 3, 
Heather Hala Lord. District 4, Jennifer Taub 
and Pamela Rooney. District 5, Robert E. 
Hegner.

MEETING from page 1

Rotary  Dis t r ic t  7890  (nor thern 
Connecticut and western Massachusetts) 
is inviting applications from qualified can-
didates for a $30,000 scholarship to study 
at the master’s level outside the U.S. in a 
Rotary country in one of Rotary’s Areas of 
Focus. 

Candidates must have permanent res-
idency in one of the towns covered 
by Rotary District 7890. Eligibility cri-
teria and the application are available at 
RotaryDistrict7890.Org under DUNN 
Endowed Scholarship.

Rotary District 7890 is also inviting 
applications for a two year fully paid grad-

uate level Peace Scholarship program by 
the Rotary Foundation for candidates who 
are working preferably in the humanitar-
ian service-related areas for at least three 
years. The Rotary Foundation will place 
the selected candidates in one of the seven 
designated universities in different parts of 
the world including the U.S. 

Details are available at www.rotary.org/
en/peace-fellowships.

Family members of current and for-
mer Rotarians are not eligible to apply. 
Questions may be emailed to heather-
goetz@me.com or menon7890@gmail.
com.

Amherst residents eligible for Rotary scholarships
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BELCHERTOWN – Last Tuesday eve-
ning, Belchertown handed South Hadley 
a 71-59 loss after the Tigers beat the 
Orioles earlier this season. The Orioles 
had a big second quarter to build a com-
manding lead, and a big comeback from 
South Hadley fell short in the second 
half. Shea MacLean led Belchertown 
with 25 points while Cal Orzech had 11 
points. Jack Loughrey had 23 points for 
the Tigers while Noah Hambley added 
10 points.

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

B E L C H E RT O W N — Wi t h 
about 100 girls youth basketball 
players from the Belchertown 
Parks & Recreation and CYO 
teams watching from the bleach-
ers, the Lady Orioles varsity team 
performed very well on the court. 

Belchertown snapped their 
three game losing streak with 
a 53-35 victory over Central 

D iv i s i o n  r iva l  M o n u m e n t 
Mountain before a large crowd 
inside the Belchertown gymnasi-
um, last Thursday night.

“We’ve been struggling during 
our past couple of games, and 
we played very well as a team in 
tonight’s game,” said Belchertown 
junior forward Chloe LaRoche, 
who scored a season-high 24 
points. “It was also nice to play 
well in front of the youth players. 
I’m hoping that it got them excit-

ed about playing basketball here 
in the future. This team is like one 
big family, and we always have a 
lot of fun together.”

The home victory improved 
Belchertown’s overall season 
record to 5-7. The Lady Orioles 
are on the borderline of qualify-
ing for the Western Mass. Class 
B tournament. They’ll also most 
likely need to finish the regu-
lar season with a .500 or better 
record to clinch a berth in the 

Division 3 state tournament.   
“We’re going to try our best to 

qualify for both tournaments this 
year,” LaRoche said. “I belief that 
we can do it.”  

LaRoche and senior guard 
Laura Cote, who scored eight 
points against the Spartans, are 
the Lady Orioles co-captains. 

“The youth players look up 
to us as role models,” said Cote, 
who’s the only senior listed on 
this year’s varsity roster. “My 

older sister, Allison, played for 
the junior varsity basketball and I 
would always stay for the varsity 
games. My younger sister, Jackie, 
currently plays basketball for the 
youth team and she was sitting in 
the bleachers tonight. We’ve had 
some tough losses lately, so we 
really needed this win.”    

LaRoche remembers sitting in 
the bleachers and watching out-

MONSON – Despite a lot of 
success this season, Granby boys 
basketball ran into a fast-moving 
Monson team, which jumped out 
to a big lead and lost on the road 
60-37. Granby defeated Monson 
earlier this season. Monson got 
great performances from their 
starters, with Austin Meacham 
scoring 21 points, Colin Beaupre 
getting 17 points and Trey 
Dillahunt turning in 14 points. 
Granby was led by Cody White 
with 10 points. Granby is 9-3 this 
season while Monson is at a solid 
9-4 this year.

Youthful watchers see Orioles snap losing streak

Orioles exact revenge on Tigers

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jackson Couchon dribbles near the hoop.Cal Orzech takes a free throw. Shea McLean reaches out for the shot.

Western Mass. 
Baseball Hall 
announces 
new class

HOLYOKE – The Western 
Massachusetts Baseball Hall of 
Fame has announced the 11th 
annual class to be inducted on 
March 7, 2024 at Twin Hills 
Country Club:

Jeff Reardon:   Reardon is 
a 16-year MLB relief pitch-
er, four-time All-Star, and 1987 
World Series champion (Twins).   
He notched 367 saves over the 
course of his career, ranking 
12th on the MLB all-time saves 
list.   He pitched for five differ-
ent teams during his big league 
career (Mets, Expos, Twins, Red 
Sox, and Yankees).  Reardon grew 
up in Western Massachusetts, 
graduating from Wahconah High 
School in Dalton.

Mark Simeone:   Entering his 
28th season as Head Coach of 
Springfield College’s baseball 
team, Simeone has compiled 
484 victories during his tenure.   
He grew up in Northampton, 
graduating from Northampton 
High School in 1982.   In addi-
tion to coaching at Springfield 
College, Simeone played out-
field from 1982-87 under Charles 
Roys (Class of 2022 Western 

Fast start for 
Mustangs 
hurts Rams

Colin Murdock gets ready to make a 
long pass up the court.

Riley Goodhind stops short of the arc 
and attempt a three-pointer.

Cody White makes his way up the right 
side.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Raymond Colon goes for a hook shot.

Please see ORIOLES, page 12

Please see BASEBALL, page 13
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BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

MONSON—Colin Beaupre, 
who’s a three-sport athlete, is 
writing the final chapter of his 
brilliant athletic career at Monson 
High School. He has been a mem-
ber of the Mustangs boys varsity 
basketball team since the eighth 
grade.   

Beaupre, who’s one of the three 
seniors listed on the Mustangs 
varsity hoop roster, will have 
an opportunity to play in the 
Division 5 state tournament and 
most likely the Western Mass. 
Class D tournament in February. 

The Mustangs (10-4) clinched 
a berth in the state tournament 
following an 84-57 non-league 
victory over the Pathfinder Tech 
Pioneers before a large crowd at 
Michael J. Kane Gymnasium, last 
Friday night. 

“I was in the eighth grade the 
last time that we qualified for the 
postseason tournament. We’ve 
had a couple of rough seasons 
since then,” said Beaupre, who 
scored 10 of his 13 points against 
the Pioneers during the first half. 
“I wouldn’t want to be a member 
of another basketball team. We’re 
hoping to finish the regular sea-
son strong and we’re looking for-
ward to playing in the postseason 
tournament.”  

Monson, who won their fourth 
consecutive game, were ranked 
12th in the MIAA Division 5 
state power rankings. They were 
also ranked fourth in the Western 
Mass. Class D. power rankings. 
The top eight teams in each of the 
four classes will qualify for the 
Western Mass. tournament.       

The Mustangs just missed qual-
ifying for the state tournament a 
year ago, as they finished with an 
8-12 overall record.

“We put ourselves in a good 
position to make the postseason 
tournament last year, but we lost 
our last two games,” said Monson 
head coach Zac Dreher. “It does 
feel very good to clinch a berth 
in the state tournament, especial-
ly this early in the regular sea-
son. We’ll probably be playing in 
the Western Mass. tournament as 
well.”   

Monson eighth grade guard 
Trey Dillahunt scored a game-

high 24 points against Pathfinder 
Tech. Sophomore guard Jake 
Beaupre, who’s Colin’s young-

er brother, contributed with 21 
points.

“Jake and I have been team-
mates on the varsity basketball 

team for the past three sea-
sons,” said Colin Beaupre, who 
also plays soccer and baseball. 
“It’s always nice playing one on 
one against him at practice. I’ve 
taught him a lot and it has been a 
lot of fun being teammates with 
him.”   

Pioneers suffer 
tough loss 
at Monson

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Hunter Griswold reaches out for the layup.

Cayden Bousquet makes his way down 
the court.

T-Birds 
offense 
scores 
big over 
Checkers

SPRINGFIELD –  The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (20-
17-3-2) dominated for much of 
the night in a 6-1 win over the 
Charlotte Checkers (20-17-4-
0) on Saturday night before a 
sellout crowd of 6,793 at the 
MassMutual Center.

The T-Birds jumped to a 
first-period lead for a second 
straight evening, this time just 
3:37 into game action. Mathias 
Laferriere spun away from 
a defender to gain entry on 
the right-wing side. Mikhail 
Abramov raced up the middle 
of the ice, catching a perfect 
pass from Laferriere and lift-
ing a shot into the top shelf 
behind Charlotte netminder 
Ludovic Waeber, making it 1-0 
on his eighth goal of the sea-
son.

After not facing much action 
in the opening half of the peri-
od, Springfield goaltender 
Malcolm Subban got infinitely 
busier in the closing minutes, 
as the T-Birds killed off two 
Charlotte power plays, includ-
ing 28 seconds’ worth of 5-on-
3 time. Subban shined, with 
point-blank saves off Gerry 
Mayhew and Rasmus Asplund 
sticking out in a 10-save open-
ing frame.

After the goal by Abramov, 
Waeber also settled in, and the 
Checkers’ third-ranked penal-
ty kill also denied Springfield 
on two power plays as the two 
clubs’ man-advantage units 
continued to scuffle.

For a second consecutive 
evening, Charlotte got an 
equalizer in the early stag-
es of period two. Patrick 
Khodorenko  approached 
the net and bashed home a 
rebound through Subban’s 
legs after Patrick Giles had his 
initial try denied by the goal-
tender. The goal came just 44 
seconds into the period to tie 
the score, 1-1.

However, like Friday night, 
the tie score would be short-
lived. A Matt Kiersted penalty 
sent Springfield’s power play 
back to work, and just 32 sec-
onds after the Khodorenko 
tally, Hugh McGing got his 
first goal since Nov. 24, ram-
ming home a wide shot from 
Laferriere  that skipped off the 
end boards right in front of the 
goal on the left side. 

With the lead back in their 
possession, the T-Birds would 
not relinquish it.  Subban 
made a crucial 2-on-1 save on 
Checkers captain Zac Dalpe, 
and moments after anoth-
er Springfield penalty kill, at 
10:22 of the period, Hunter 
Skinner stepped into a one-
time drop pass from Zach 
Bolduc and saw it ricochet off 
a Charlotte stick and behind 
Waeber to make it 3-1. It 
was Skinner’s first goal as a 
Thunderbird.

Laferriere’s night was far 
from over, as he stepped over 
the left-wing side and roofed 
a heavy snap shot through 
Waeber at 14:00, and in less 
than four minutes, the lead 
grew to 4-1.

Things would not get any 
better for the Checkers in the 

Adam Slonka tries to get a shot off.

Seth Mitchell drives to the hoop. Richie Gula looks for a shot.

standing basketball players like 
Tea Spellacy, Kayla Henry, and 
Cara McKenzie play for the Lady 
Orioles. 

“When I was younger, I always 
came and watched the girls’ 
basketball team play. I thought 
those players were superheroes,” 
LaRoche said. “A lot of talent-
ed basketball players have played 
here in the past and it feels awe-
some to be one of them now.”     

Spellacy, who played basketball 
at Babson College, and Henry, 
who played soccer at Stonehill 
College, are the last two Lady 
Orioles 1,000 point scorers.

McKenzie was also an out-
standing volleyball player in high 
school. She was a member of the 
women’s volleyball team at both 
Adelphi University and Gonzaga. 

The trio helped the Lady 
Orioles capture the Western 
Mass. Division 2 championship 
title in 2015 with a 54-43 victo-

ry over Pittsfield at the historic 
Curry Hicks Cage located on the 
UMass-Amherst campus.   

Longtime Belchertown head 
coach Jason Woodcock gave his 
thoughts about the annual youth 
night game. 

“This might’ve been the best 
turnout of players that we’ve ever 
had for our youth night game, 
which is awesome,” Woodcock 
said. “On the night that Kayla 
Henry scored her 1,000 career 
point, I have a picture on my 
phone with both Laura and Chole, 
who were in elementary school 
at the time, standing on the court 
during the pregame inductions. 
I also have pictures of our five 
freshmen when they were young-
er. The youth players are the 
future of this basketball program 
and its great tradition.”   

The organizer of the youth 
night game was Belchertown 
Athletic Director Jennifer Gouvin.  

“Mrs. Gouvin deserves all of 
the credit for tonight,” Woodcock 

added. “The youth coaches con-
tact her, and she organizes all of 
it. It was a very special night,”   

LaRoche, who has scored more 
than 500 career points, also made 
a season-high five 3-pointers in 
the game against the Spartans 
(0-13).

Freshman point guard Morghan 
Litz (5 points) made the Lady 
Orioles first 3-pointer of the con-
test from the left side which gave 
the Lady Orioles a 5-4 lead with 
five minutes left in the opening. 

“Morghan is a very smart bas-
ketball player,” Woodcock said. 
“She has improved a lot as our 
point guard this year, but there are 
things that she needs to improve 
on.”  

Four minutes later, Chloe 
capped off the 10-2 run by hitting 
another long bomb from the left 
side of the key.    

Belchertown held a slim 12-8 
lead at the start of the second half 
before freshman guard Aubrey 
McCain (8 points) knocked down 

another 3-pointer from the left 
corner.

The Lady Orioles co-captains 
combined to score 11 points 
during the second stanza giving 
the home team a 28-21 halftime 
lead.   

In the middle of the third quar-
ter, Cote hit a runner in the lane 
which began an 11-0 run. Chloe 
scored seven of those points and 
Litz added a fastbreak lay-up fol-
lowing a steal, which increased 
the Lady Orioles lead to 41-25 
with two minutes left in the third 
quarter.

Belchertown held a 48-29 lead 
entering the final eight minutes of 
the contest, which was low scor-
ing.

The other scorers in the youth 
night game for the Lady Orioles 
were junior guard Logan Moses 
(4 points), sophomore forward 
Alexa Karabetsos (2 points), and 
freshman forward Avery Cooper 
(2 points).      

ORIOLES from page 11

Please see T-BIRDS, page 13

Please see GRANBY, page 13
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❚ PUBLIC NOTICE 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act (M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 
40, its Regulations (310 CMR 
10.00) and the Belchertown 
We t l a n d s  P r o t e c t i o n 
Bylaw (Chapter 139), the 
Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, 
February 12,  2024 at 
7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hall Auditorium, 
located at 2 Jabish Street 
i n  B e l c h e r t ow n ,  M A 
01007 to review a Request 

for  Determinat ion  o f 
Applicability permit appli-
cation submitted by Susan 
Bishop for the proposed 
removal of five (5) hazard-
ous trees at 53 Metacomet 
Street (Assessor’s Map 103-
46) in Belchertown. Work 
is proposed to occur within 
the 100-foot Buffer Zone to 
Bank of Metacomet Lake. 
Anyone interested in this mat-
ter should appear at the time 
and place designated.
02/01/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Massachusetts Baseball Hall of Fame 
inductee).

Bob Taylor:   A current and longtime 
resident of Springfield, Taylor played 
16 professional baseball seasons. He 
reached the major leagues in 1970, where 
he appeared in 63 games for the San 
Francisco Giants alongside Willie Mays 
and Willie McCovey.   Taylor played for 
San Francisco’s Double-A affiliate, the 
Springfield Giants, in 1965.

Don Strange:   Strange, a Springfield 
native, played college baseball at UMass 
Amherst from 1987-89.  He then enjoyed 
an eight-year professional baseball career, 
reaching Triple-A while with the Atlanta 
Braves system.   Don joins his broth-
er, Pat (Class of 2021) in the Western 
Massachusetts Baseball Hall of Fame.

Earl Lorden:   Lorden served as Head 
Coach at Turners Falls before tak-
ing the helm as Head Coach at UMass 
Amherst from 1948-1966.   He won 189 
games during this span, ranking third on 

UMass’s all-time wins list.  Lorden was a 
continuous supporter of UMass baseball 
until his passing in 1984 at the age of 87.

1942 Turners Falls State Championship 
Team:  A true underdog team of 15 play-
ers that won the 1942 Massachusetts 
State Championship well before popula-
tion-based divisions were instituted. Their 
undefeated regular season was shortened 
by gas rationing during World War II 
before defeating Arlington in the cham-
pionship game at Fenway Park by a score 
of 5-4.   The team induction coincides 
with the individual induction of their head 
coach, Earl Lorden.

Ron Chimelis (Garry Brown Sports 
Media Award):   A long time columnist 
and sports reporter for the Springfield 
Republican, Chimelis served as Red Sox 
beat reporter during their 2004, 2007, and 
2013 World Series championship seasons.  
He will be the second recipient of the 
Garry Brown Award, the first of which 
was posthumously awarded to Garry 
Brown in 2023.

BASEBALL from page 11

third. Ryan Suzuki pounced on a loose 
puck in the slot after a Jakub Vrana pass 
to Bolduc caromed off Waeber’s pad right 
into the slot area. Suzuki also found the 
top corner, advancing the lead to 5-1 on 
his third goal of the season.

Will Bitten would round out the scor-
ing with his second point of the night, 
cashing in on a 2-on-1 after an initial shot 

from Bolduc bounced off Waeber’s left 
pad and right onto Bitten’s tape. Subban 
got himself back into the win column, 
making 29 saves in securing his ninth win 
of the year.

Including the postseason, Springfield is 
now 10-1-0-0 in its last 11 games against 
Charlotte inside the Thunderdome, and 
with the two-game sweep, the T-Birds 
leaped ahead of Charlotte in the Atlantic 
Division standings.

T-BIRDS from page 12

Dillahunt and the Beaupre brothers 
combined to score 58 points against the 
Pioneers.

“We’re not a very big team, but our 
guards are very fast,” Dreher said. “Colin, 
Jake, and Trey are outstanding athletes.”    

Senior forward Sebastian Nava and 
sophomore forward Austin Meacham 
just missed reaching double digits in the 
home victory, as they both scored eight 
points.

Rounding out the scoring column for 
the Mustangs were sophomore forward 
Shane Szado (6 points), freshman guard 
Kyle Beaudry (3 points), and senior 
guard Osvaldo Nieves (1 point).     

It was the first meeting on the hard-
wood between the two squads since 
Pathfinder squeaked out a 43-39 home 
win in a non-playoff game two years ago. 
That victory gave Pathfinder Tech a berth 
in the inaugural Division 5 state tourna-
ment. They lost at Minuteman Regional 
in a preliminary round game. 

The Pioneers, who lost at Paulo 
Freire in the same round a year ago, 
had a 6-5 overall record following last 
Friday’s game. They were ranked 35th 
in the Division 5 state power rankings 
and eighth in the Western Mass. Class C. 
rankings.

The top 32 teams automatically qualify 
for the state tournament, along with the 
other teams who finish the regular season 
with a .500 or better record.

Pathfinder Tech senior guard Hunter 
Griswold, who’s planning on playing 
football at Mass Maritime Academy next 
fall, moved from Palmer to Monson in 
the sixth grade. He scored a team-high 21 
points in his first varsity basketball game 
at Michael J. Kane gymnasium.

“This is the first time that I’ve played 
a basketball game in this gym,” Griswold 
said. “I do know all the Monson players 
and it was a lot of fun playing against 
them tonight. I just wish that we could’ve 
won the game. They started red hot offen-
sively and we could never catch up. I’m 
hoping that we can play them again in the 
state tournament.” 

Senior forward Richie Gula, who’s 
from Palmer, scored 14 of his 17 points 
during the second half.

The other Pathfinder Tech players who 
live in Monson are junior guard Seth 
Mitchell (6 points), senior forward Adam 
Slonka (4 points), and senior forward 
Luke Magnus (2 points).   

Monson, who raced out to an 8-0 lead 
in the first three minutes of the contest, 
held a 27-10 lead at the end of the open-
ing quarter. 

“Monson is a very fast team, and 
they shot the ball very well tonight,” 
said Pathfinder head coach Zac Button, 
who’s father, Al, was an assistant girls’ 
basketball coach at Quaboag Regional 
under legendary head coach Dick Gowen 
during their glory years. “I wish that it 
was a closer game, but we should be 
playing teams like Palmer and Monson 
more often. Every time that we lose a 
game, it’s an opportunity for us to get 
better. Our main goal is to qualify for 
both the Western Mass. and state tourna-
ments.”     

The Mustangs also held a 17-point (43-
26) halftime lead, and they outscored the 
Pioneers, 41-31, during the second half.

If the two boys’ basketball teams don’t 
face each other again in the Division 5 
state tournament, Monson is scheduled 
to make the short trip to Pathfinder Tech 
during the 2024-25 regular season. 

GRANBY from page 12 ❚ AMHERST 

AMHERST – The Jones Library is hold-
ing its 12th “On the Same Page” communi-
ty reading program, this year featuring the 
novel “This Other Eden” by author Paul 
Harding.  

A variety of programs are being offered 
to enrich the reading experience of this title 
and to encourage dialog about the themes 
the book presents.  According to NPR, it is 
“[An] intense wonder of a historical novel.”

The following series of programs will be 
held during February at the Jones Library, 
and are inspired by topics and themes from 
the book.  The author event will be held at 
Johnson Chapel at Amherst College, Feb. 
23 at 5 p.m. 

For complete program descriptions and 
to register for the Zoom events, visit the 
program’s webpage at http://www.jonesli-
brary.org/onthesamepage.

“On the Same Page – Amherst” and its 
programs are made possible with support 
from the Friends of the Jones Libraries. 

For further information about “On the 
Same Page - Amherst,” please contact Janet 
Ryan by calling 413-259-3223.

Schedule of events
Saturday, Feb. 3 at 3 p.m. – via Zoom
“The Evolving New England Orchard” 

– Learn about the history of apples in New 
England, as well as how apples contin-

ue to nourish our stomachs and souls, in 
this Zoom presentation by Russell Powell, 
executive director of the New England 
Apple Association.

Thursday, Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. – via Zoom
“The Place & People of Malaga Island” 

– Andrew Deci, Regional Land Steward for 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust and caretaker 
of the 40-acre island in Phippsburg, Maine, 
will present an overview of Malaga Island 
and its storied past of racist eviction by the 
State of Maine. Through a combination of 
primary source materials, archaeological 
evidence, maps, and videos, attendees will 
become familiar with the island and its 
significance as a place of racial violence in 
northern New England.

Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 7 p.m. – Woodbury 
Room

Book discussion of “This Other Eden” – 
Join an in-depth discussion of the selected 
title, led by Jennifer Acker from Amherst 
College and Jones Library staff member 
Linda Wentworth. 

Friday, Feb. 23 at 5 p.m. – Johnson 
Chapel/Amherst College

“On the Same Page …with Paul 
Harding” - Join a conversation with 
National Book Award winner Justin Torres 
and finalist Paul Harding, moderated by 

Jones Library hosts 12th 
annual ‘On the Same Page’

AMHERST – The Amherst Woman’s 
Club presents Dr. Fadia Nordtveit speaking 
on “Building a Community of Difference 
and Belonging” from 6-8 p.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 8 at 35 Triangle St.

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. A wine and cheese reception takes 
place from 6-6:30 p.m., and the talk fol-
lows at 6:30 p.m. This is part of the club’s 
Thursday Evening Speakers Series, which 
features remarkable and accomplished 
local women and their personal journeys of 
challenges and achievements.

Nordtveit combines academic, entrepre-
neurial, and creative expertise to advance 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Belonging, 
and Sustainability in a variety of sectors 
and contexts. She is an Assistant Professor 
of Communications at Springfield College 

and a part-time Faculty, Researcher, and 
Consultant at New York University

Nordtveit received her bachelor’s degree 
from Hampshire College, and her master’s 
and doctorate from UMass Amherst, all in 
the field of communications. She is founder 
of The BGreen Project, and her work in 
climate justice, global youth movements, 
and new media technologies is explored in 
her book “Participatory Networks and the 
Environment: The BGreen Project in the 
US and Bangladesh”. 

Her company collaboratively provides 
research, talks, workshops, and training to 
businesses, nonprofits, and educational and 
government organizations.

For more information, visit www.
amherstwomansclub.org/event-5402665.

Professor Fadia Nordtveit speaks Woman’s Club

Please see LIBRARY, page 15
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HEAVY QUILTED MOVING blan-
kets. 413-238-5966.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
3X SNOWBLOWER for 42” Cub 
Cadet Tractor includes chains, rear 
weights, and usage books. Used two 
times. Paid $1680. 413-238-5966.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

PAINTING
RETIRED GUY

Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
4133236664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413
3231122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413
3236012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open TueSat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 4133239611, 
8008949591. Fax 413
3236117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 2537358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon dayFriday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 4133239966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
4132834395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
4132534867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393
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TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BEAUTIFUL RED FLAT COATED 
six month old female mini golden doo-
dle. Looks like small retriever without 
the shedding. Loves people, loves to 
play. All vaccines up to date. $350 to 
a loving family. Call Kelsey 413-218-
1294.

ASSISTANT TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalm-
er.com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover 
letter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT to assist with opera-
tions and office management duties.  
For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org or 
email dgugliotti@norcrosswild-
life.org. 

FOR RENT
$925 LUDLOW. Quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open  kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PETSSERVICES REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

Amherst College Assistant Professor of 
English Amelia Worsley, with introduc-
tions and remarks from Amherst College 
President Michael Elliott and National 
Book Foundation Director of Programs 
and Partnerships, Natalie Green. This 
event is also part of Litfest at Amherst 
College, and is offered in partnership 
by Amherst College, the National Book 
Foundation, and the Jones Library.

Copies of “This Other Eden” can be 
borrowed from the Jones Library and 
branches, requested and checked out from 

the C/W MARS library catalog, or pur-
chased at Amherst Books in Amherst.

Paul Harding is the author of three 
novels: “Tinkers”, which won the 2010 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction; “Enon”; and 
“This Other Eden”. He has received 
fellowships from the Guggenheim 
Foundation, the National Endowment for 
the Arts and PEN America. 

He has taught at the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, the Michener Center for 
Writers and Harvard University. He cur-
rently teaches creative writing and litera-
ture at Stony Brook University.

LIBRARY from page 13

BOSTON – The Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Massachusetts Foundation, a nonprofit 
grantmaking and research organization, 
recently announced nearly $1.8 million in 
grants as it expands investments in two key 
grant programs focused on racial justice 
in health and community-based mental 
health.  

Since it was established in 2001, the 
Foundation has granted more than $84 
million.

“The Foundation is making these vital 
funding commitments to improve the 
health care experience for communities 
of color and increase access to communi-
ty-based mental health services, two areas 
of great concern,” said Audrey Shelto, 
President and CEO of the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts Foundation in 
a press release. “Our grant partners have 
made significant strides since initial fund-
ing support, and we look forward to suc-
cessful outcomes in 2024 and beyond.”

Advancing Community-Driven 
Mental Health grants

The Foundation also awarded a second 
round of grants through its Advancing 
Community-Driven Mental Health pro-
gram to five nonprofit organizations that 
are training non-clinical staff to offer sup-
port to clients experiencing mild to moder-
ate mental health distress and problems of 
everyday living.  

The following organization received 
$150,000 to continue its project to improve 
access to community-based mental health 
services and expand the behavioral health 
workforce.

Stavros Center for Independent Living, 
which is implementing the Project 

Management Plus (PM+) model with a 
program called Take Charge to support 
people living with disabilities in western 
Massachusetts who have difficulty get-
ting mental health services due to limited 
access to the internet and transportation. 

Special Initiatives grants
The Foundation also continued to pro-

vide one-time grants through its Special 
Initiatives program, which is for organiza-
tions to pilot or launch a new project that 
empowers communities to advance health 
equity.  The Foundation is providing a total 
of $300,000 to six nonprofit organizations 
that are working to improve health care 
access across Massachusetts.

UMass Amherst, for a community 
collaboration between the university’s 
Elaine Marieb College of Nursing and 
the Bay Area Neighborhood Council, that 
will address racial disparities in mater-
nal health by bringing health education 
and resources to the majority Black and 
Hispanic Bay neighborhood in Springfield. 

About BCBS of Massachusetts 
Foundation

The mission of the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts Foundation is to 
ensure equitable access to health care for 
all those in the Commonwealth who are 
economically, racially, culturally or social-
ly marginalized.  

The Foundation was established in 
2001 with an initial endowment from Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts. It 
operates separately from the company and 
is governed by its own Board of Directors.  

For more information, visit www.bluec-
rossmafoundation.org.

Grant funding to advance racial 
justice in health and mental health
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Opioid Rescue 
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AMHERST – UMass Amherst’s 
Augusta Savage Gallery will open 
its spring art exhibition, “As We 
Move Forward,” on Wednesday, 
Feb. 7 with a reception on Feb. 27 
from 5-7 p.m. and a curators’ talk 
on April 4 at 6 p.m. 

The exhibition will be on view 
through Friday, May 10.

The reception and the April 
curators’ talk are free and open to 
the public. Admission to the gal-
lery is always free.

“As We Move Forward” honors 
the work and legacy of American 
sculptor and educator Augusta 
Savage (1892-1962) by gather-
ing the artwork of BIPOC women 

from Savage’s home state of 
Florida. Co-curators Juana Valdes 
and Nhadya Lawes have curated 
a space of celebration and growth 
for young artists from Miami and 
across the Global South.

In her life, Savage was a cata-
lyst in the arts whose perseverance, 
advocacy and mentorship paved 
the way for future generations of 
black artists. Her legacy is a tes-
tament to the significance of criti-
cal arts education and visibility for 
black artists early in their careers. 

Born in Florida in 1892, Savage 
rose to recognition during the 
Harlem Renaissance as a sculptor, 
art teacher, and community art pro-

gram director.
This exhibition seeks to build 

upon the energy and conversations 
that took place at the Still Here 
symposium at the University of 
Miami Center for Global Black 
Studies in September 2023 and 
to further canonize these women 
artists from Miami and their rela-
tionships to the intersectionality 
of race, place, labor, and gender in 
the arts. In addition, “As We Move 
Forward” highlights a broader con-
versation on representation and 
material practice unfolding in con-
temporary art and introduces these 
new talented artistic voices to the 
Pioneer Valley.

Participating artists include 
L a u r e n  B a c c u s ,  A d r i e n n e 
Chadwick, Yanira Collado, Diana 
Eusebio, Chris Friday, GeoVanna 
Gonzalez, Faren Humes, Loni 
Johnson, Rhea Leonard, Kandy 

G  Lopez ,   Symone  Ti t an i a 
Major, Sydney Rose Maubert, 
Arsimmer McCoy, Najja Moon, 
Michelle Lisa Polissaint, Chire 
“VantaBlack” Regans and Monica 
Sorelle.

Augusta Savage Gallery announces spring exhibition

SUBMITTED PHOTO
“Untitled”, 2021 by Yanira Collado, a textile, oil pastel, book cover, paint, paper, cardboard.


