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BELCHERTOWN – For 
the first time, Belchertown 
has adopted International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. 

“It’s days like today that 
I feel fortunate to live and 
work  in  Belcher town,” 
said Town Manager Steve 
Williams. “Not only is this 
our first event, which I am 
hoping will become an annu-
al event, but I believe it’s one 
of the first events our region 
has hosted.” 

The region has also begun 
to host these ceremonies for 
the first time, and Williams 
referred to it as “very spe-
cial,” with the hopes for it to 
continue “so that we don’t 
forget the victims of the 
Holocaust.” 

“As we honor and recognize, we can’t forget 
what happened there, and how quickly
societies can devolve into hate, fear, and
systematic targeting of populations.”

– JAKE OLIVEIRA

INTERNATIONAL 

HOLOCAUST
 REMEMBRANCE DAY

Belchertown adopts

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

AMHERST – Recognizing 
and celebrating those who 
have made great strides in 
healing, bravery, and courage 
is important, and allows the 
world to see and congratulate 
this courage, as well. 

T h e  S p r i n g f i e l d 
Thunderbirds hosted their 
Hometown Hero Program 
at their game on Saturday, 
January 31, which provides 
recognition to community 
volunteers, first responders, 
educators, military members, 
and people who have shown 
exemplary dedication and 
bravery.

Amherst resident David 
Howard was an innocent 
bystander during an accident, 
and as a result of his injuries, 
he became wheelchair-bound. 
During his healing journey, he 
developed multiple pressure 
wounds from being wheel-
chair-bound and bedridden, 
and persevered through more 
treatments and more healing. 

Howard ended up seek-
ing treatment and rehabili-
tation from NEWCare, New 
England Wound Care, once a 
week for a year, for his recov-
ery and extensive treatments. 

“Going out in a wheelchair 
at first was tough and differ-
ent, but people are friendlier, 
and I’ve been getting used to 
it,” said Howard. “I feel like 

I’ve been through a lot of 
pain. It’s easy to give up. But 
going to New England Wound 
Care, they are friendly, and 
I’m healing. They make it 
fun. As weird as it sounds, 
they make it fun.” 

His visits to NEWCare 
allowed him to heal and 
become himself again. Dr. 
Sohail Waien, who worked 
with Howard for two years, 
helped him in all stages of 
the wounds and their healing, 
helping them as they went 
from getting better, to worse, 
and better, acting as a source 
of encouragement and help 
during the healing process 
and journey Howard was on.

“He was consistent and 
worked hard to follow the 

recommendations.   If not for 
his strong will and determi-
nation, he would not have 
recovered. His inner strength, 
motivation, hard work, and 
determination motivated our 
team, and his story should be 
an inspiration to others,” said 
Dr. Waien.

“It has been a humbling 
experience to watch David 
build trust and develop rela-
tionships with all members 
of our NEWCare team,” 
said wound care nurse and 
Ostomy Lead Jenn. “It brings 
joy to me as a member of 
the NEWCare team to honor 
David at the Thunderbirds 
game.” 

Local hero recognized at Thunderbirds game

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

REGION – The Massa-
chusetts Municipal Association 
hosted its annual conference, 
this year called Connect 351, 
in Boston, in order to award 
two State Senators and two 
State Representatives with the 
Municipal Advocate Award, 
recognizing them for their ser-
vice to the communities they 
represent and serve. 

The Massachusetts Munici-
pal Association, or MMA, 
works to connect and support 
municipal leaders by creating 
a nonpartisan space for shared 
learning, ideas, and a voice to 
bring to Beacon Hill in order 
to make the 351 towns and cit-
ies of Massachusetts more con-
nected and unified. 

“The more state support 
that municipalities can get, 
the better. Making sure that 
we have reliable state sup-

Sen. Jake Oliveira awarded 
Legislator of the Year

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Recipients of awards at Connect 351: Representative Jim 
Arciero, Representative Danielle Gregoire, Senator Brendan 
Crighton, and Senator Jake Oliveira. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
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GRANBY — Kindness 
is something we find sorely 
lacking in our world today, 
and a little more could 
always be beneficial. A kind 

word, a smile, and a com-
pliment can brighten some-
one’s day more than you may 
believe. 

T h e  G r a n b y  U C C 
Congregation is taking on 
the challenge to be more 
kind with their new Kind 
Initiative, which challenges 

congregation members to ask 
themselves, “How can I be 
the ‘I’ in Kind?” 

“A s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Education Director, I’m 
always looking for ways 
to engage our church fam-
ilies and community in fun 
and educational ways,” said 
Tasondra Jardine.  “Our 
church family and especial-
ly our Youth Group have big 
hearts and love to help our 
community whenever we’re 
able. This initiative is a 
building block for asking the 
age-old question, ‘What can 
I do?’”

At Sunday’s service, peo-
ple stopped to take pictures 
in front of the “Be the ‘I’ in 
Kind” sign, where they lit-
erally make the letter. There 
were smiles all around, and 
it gave a new meaning to 
“being” kind. 

“When we hung up the 
banner on Sunday, I had no 
idea how many people would 
take the moment to sit and 
be the ‘I’ in KIND. Some 
were nervous about how they 

UCC brings in Kind Initiative

SUBMITTED PHOTO
George Randall is taking the pledge to be Kind. 

Raising the flag on the flagpole. SUBMITTED PHOTO

David Howard with his  
award, Dr. Sohail Waien 

(Medical Director at
 NEWCare), and  

Emily Gault  (Practice 
Manager at NEWCare). 

Please see STM, page 2Please see HOLOCAUST, 
page 5

Please see HERO, page 5

Please see KIND, page 4Please see AWARD, page 3

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 
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GRANBY – The town 
hosted a Special  Town 
Meeting on Tuesday evening 
at the East Meadow gymna-
sium in order to vote to trans-
fer funds from the Municipal 
Buildings Stabilization Fund 
for the West Street Building 
renovation projects.

In attendance at the meet-

ing were the Selectboard, 
Acting Town Administrator 
Kev in  O’Grady,  Town 
Attorney Brian O’Toole, 
Town Clerk Emily Reed, 
Finance Committee Chair 
John Libera, and members 
of the West Street Building 
Committee.

S e l e c t b o a r d  M e m b e r 
Glenn Sexton also put out 
a call for interested parties 
to volunteer for the new 

Town Administrator Search 
Committee, and interested 
parties can contact the Town 
Hall. 

“We’re here tonight with 
a decision to make,” said 
Selectboard Chair Mark Bail. 

Originally, the project was 
a total of $5.6 million, which 
came from a combination of 
appropriated funds that were 
unspent, as well as a federal 
grant. Because leftover funds 
cannot be spent on anything, 

they go into the 
general fund, 
which is essen-
tially the town’s 
bank account.

T h e  We s t 
Street Building 
Project is being 
p a i d  f o r  b y 
unspent money 
in this general 
fund, as well as 
a federal grant. 
Of  th is  $5.6 
million amount, 

then, the town has a total of 
$3.8 million of which comes 
from various past projects 
that were unspent, the “left 
overs.” 

“We will lose $1.88 mil-
lion if we don’t do this proj-
ect,” said Bail.

B a i l  t h e n  ex p l a i n e d 
that the ARPA funds, the 

Town supports 
WSB Project at STM 

“We have a year to move out 
of our offices. We couldn’t 
afford to build new, and we 
can’t do it now; we certainly 
can’t do it by the end of the 
year when our lease with the 
town and the annex ends.”

– Chair Mark Bail
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
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epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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GRANITE   ❙   page 17

Saluting Our Local Heroes★
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★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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Ad
Sales
We’re
Hiring
Join Our Team!
Offering a competitive 
commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Apply Today!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an established 
territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

Christopher Heights of Belchertown
Resident Services Manager

RN/LPN – Exciting opportunity to support seniors and manage staff in 
a comfortable and pleasant environment. This is a unique opportunity 
for a nurse that has a valid Massachusetts license. As a leader in the 
community you work with other department heads to ensure excellence 
for residents that reside at Christopher Heights. The position provides 
supervision of nursing and companion staff and provision of services to 
residents.
Please call Theresa Bollea at Christopher Heights of Belchertown, (413) 
323-5500 to schedule an appointment to further discuss this position. 

EOE

❚ COMMUNITY�

STM  from page 1

B E L C H E RTOW N  – 
The Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library have 
announced that there will 
NOT be a spring book sale 
this year.  Due to safety 
and fire code issues, the 
basement of the library will 
be closed for total renova-
tion. We will be making the 
area easier to access with a 
better flow.  Also, in order 
to meet fire code require-
ments, most or all of our 
wooden bookcases will be 
removed and replaced with 
metal bookcases. As you 
can imagine, it will take a 
substantial amount of time 
and expense to make these 
changes. 

We apologize to all 
of you who continually 
donate books, DVDs, CDs, 
puzzles, etc.  We plan to 
have the grand opening 
of our new and improved 
basement ready for the 
fall sale in October.  We 
implore you to hold on 

to your donations, as we 
do not have any space to 
put them, as we remove 
everything from the base-
ment and make all neces-
sary repairs and changes.  
We expect to restart dona-
tions as soon as the space 
has been reconfigured.  
Probably late summer or 
early fall.

The Fr iends  of  the 
Library have been spon-
soring book sales since the 
spring of 1976, with only 
a few interruptions due 
to COVID in 2020.  Your 
understanding and patience 
during this renovation is 
appreciated.  We are cele-
brating the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library’s 
50th Anniversary in 2026, 
and the upgrades will allow 
us to continue the book 
sale tradition for many 
years to come. Thank you, 
Belchertown, for your con-
tinued support of our beau-
tiful library.

Library’s spring book 
sale has been cancelled

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– The town election is 
coming up in May, and 
there are several positions 
available to run for across 
many boards and commit-
tees in town.

•	 Board of Assessors - 1 
seat open with a 2-year 
term

•	 Board of Assessors – 1 
seat open with a 3-year 
term

•	 Board of Health – 2 
seats open with 3-year 
terms each

•	 Housing Authority – 1 
seat open with a 4-year 
term

•	 Moderator – 1 seat 
open with a 3-year term

•	 Planning Board – 1 
seat open with a 3-year 
term

•	 School Committee – 2 
seats open with 3-year 
terms each

•	 Select Board – 1 seat 
open with a 3-year term

Nomination papers are 
now available in the Town 
Clerk’s office and are due 
back by 5 p.m. on March 
30, 2026.

Open 
positions 
for town 
elections

B E L C H E RTOW N  – 
From the Belchertown 
Town Clerk: “Please try to 
return your census as soon 
as possible. You can drop 
them in the drop box here 
at the Town Hall, 24/7. 
By maintaining an accu-
rate count of residents, it 
helps the town to receive 
as much funding from the 
State/Federal funds as pos-

sible. If we don’t have an 
accurate count, we could 
be leaving money on the 
table.” 

The Town Hall is locat-
ed at 2 Jabish Street. The 
box is located at the top of 
the steps/ top of the ramp 
at the left-hand door at the 
back of the building (adja-
cent to the parking lot).

A reminder to return 
your Town Census ASAP

BELCHERTOWN – 
If you are a resident of 
Belchertown with a child 
who will be 5 years of age 
on or before September 
1, 2026, you are encour-
aged to contact Christina 
Aponte via email: capon-
te@belchertownps.org or 
by phone at 413-323-0423, 
Ext. 100 to receive instruc-
tions regarding registration 
for the upcoming 2026-
2027 school year.

Registration 
has begun for 
Kindergarten

American Rescue Plan Act, 
were awarded to the town, 
but the town must use the 
funds for the given reason in 
order for the sum to be given 
in full. 

“If we don’t spend that 
money on this project, we 
say goodbye to $1.88 mil-
lion,” said Bail. 

The two articles on the 
ballot are either/or, and only 
one can be passed. 

“The first article would 
provide funds for a supple-
mental budget and enough 
money to renovate the 
space for an office for the 
town administrator,” Bail 
explained. “The second arti-
cle would provide funds to 
supplement the existing bud-
get, but would not include 
office space for the town 
administrator. That space 
would be prepped for a 

future renovation, but would 
not be usable.”

The Selectboard asked 
Town Meeting members 
to vote in favor of one of 
the articles; if Article One 
passed, the Selectboard 
would withdraw the second 
article.

“We have a year to move 
out of our offices.  We 
couldn’t afford to build new, 
and we can’t do it now; we 
certainly can’t do it by the 
end of the year when our 
lease with the town and the 
annex ends,” said Bail. “If 
we vote down both of these 
articles tonight, we’ll have 
to find temporary accommo-
dations for our offices.”

Many  in  a t t endance 
favored the idea of closing 
the senior center, and using 
that space for the new town 
offices, for which Bail said, 
“I strongly disagree with 
that idea, but without the 

West Street School project, 
it’s a possibility.” 

OPM Neil Joyce and 
architect Tim Whitman were 
present to share their plan 
for the West Street Building 
and were present to answer 
questions. 

“We have completed a 
design which, as presented 
in your handouts, includes 
two different options,” Joyce 
said. “The first option collo-
cates both the town admin-
istrator’s office and the bal-
ance of the municipal offic-
es in the north wing of the 
existing West Street School.” 

The total project budget is 
$6,694,639, compared to the 
previous $5,686,639, result-
ing in a total $1,800,000 
shortfall.

After a time of discus-
sion and questions, the town 
meeting members voted in 
favor of passing Article 1 by 
majority vote.

Happenings 
this week

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
What’s going on at the Clapp 
Memorial Library? Check out 
these upcoming events and 
programs!

Love your neighbor… 
donate to those in need!
Teen Advisory Board’s 
“Love Your Neighbor” 

Food Drive
Friday,  February  6  - 

Friday, February 13
The  C lapp  Memor ia l 

Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board will be collecting non-
perishables at the library in 
their second-ever Food Drive, 
February 6 through 13. There 
will be a designated donation 
box inside the library during 
those dates. Donations will 
be sorted by Teen Advisory 
Board  members  on the 
13th and distributed evenly 
amongst Belchertown food 
pantries. TAB is a group of 
7th-12th-grade students who 
meet monthly during the 
school year to propose library 
programming for teens, pro-
vide input on teen services, 
volunteer, and have fun. New 
members are welcome!

FOR ADULTS:
MassSave Pop-Up 

Resource Table
Thursday, February 5, 11 

a.m. to 6 p.m.
Learn about no-cost Home 

Energy Assessments (HEAs) 
and other MassSave benefits 
for homeowners and renters. 
Stop by the resource table 
any time between 11:00 am 
and 6:00 pm. Representatives 
of HomeWorks Energy will 
help explain all the benefits 
and answer any questions. 
This program is funded by 
HomeWorks Energy, Inc.

What “YA” Readin’? 
Book Club

Thursday, February 5, 7 to 
8 p.m.

The library’s What “YA” 
Readin’? Book Club, a group 
for adults who read Young 
Adult books, will meet to 
discuss Fangirl by Rainbow 
Rowell. March’s book will be 
Twenty-Four Seconds From 
Now by Jason Reynolds. 
Copies of the book are avail-
able for checkout at the circu-
lation desk. New members are 
welcome!
Mending the Body with the 

Mind Book Talk
Wednesday, February 11, 7 

to 8 p.m.
Join us for a talk from 

B e l c h e r t o w n  r e s i d e n t 
and pediatr ician,  David 
G o t t e s g e n ,  a u t h o r  o f 
Mending the Body with the 

Mind:  Harnessing Kids’ 
Superpowers To Heal and 
Stay Healthy. Dr. Gottesgen 
will discuss integrative med-
icine in general, then talk 
about how he utilized the 
mind-body-spirit connection 
in all parts of his practice. 

FOR ADULTS & TEENS:
A Night With Paranormal 

Investigators
Monday, February 9, 6 to 

8 p.m.
Spend an evening with 

Eastern States Paranormal 
Investigators as they set up a 
mock command center in the 
library showcasing their cam-
eras and equipment. They’ll 
share evidence they’ve gath-
ered during overnight stays at 
some of Massachusetts’ most 
haunted mansions. Sponsored 
by Eastern States Paranormal 
Investigators.

FOR TEENS:
Teen Crafternoon: 
DIY Chalkboard

Monday, February 9, 4 to 
5 p.m.

The library will host a 
Teen Crafternoon for students 
in grades 7-12 on Monday, 
February 9th. Teens will 
make their own DIY chalk-
board wall-hanging: perfect 
for jotting down schedules, 
reminders, and doodles! All 
materials will be provid-
ed. Space is limited. Email 
clapplibrarytab@gmail.com 
to register. This program is 
funded by the Friends of the 
Clapp Memorial Library.

Teen Advisory 
Board Meeting

Friday, February 13, 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m.

The  C lapp  Memor ia l 
Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board will meet Friday, 
February 13th. TAB is a 
group of 7th-12th grade 
students who meet month-
ly during the school year to 
propose library program-
ming for teens, provide input 
on teen services, volunteer, 
and have fun! At this meet-
ing, teens will sort items from 

their “Love Your Neighbor” 
Food Drive to distribute to 
local food pantries. Teens can 
email clapplibrarytab@gmail.
com to register. New mem-
bers are welcome!

Coming up!
D&D Afterschool 

Adventures: Into the Abom-
ination Vaults

Mondays, February 23 - 
March 30, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Grab your dice and join 
us for our Spring Teen D&D 
Campaign! Brave adventur-
ers are needed once again 
to delve deep within the 
Abomination Vaults and 
defeat the dangers below! For 
teens in grades 7-12. Teens 
who played in last year’s 
Abomination Vaults may 
return with their same char-
acters as the story progress-
es. No experience necessary. 
Space is limited, and regis-
tration is required. Register 
on l ine  a t  c l app l ib ra ry.
org or call 413-323-0417. 
Confirmations will be sent 
out to students confirming 
enrollment or waitlist status. 
Please email any questions to 
tmannino@cwmars.org

FOR CHILDREN:
Children’s Scavenger Hunt 

Every Month in 2026!
February’s Theme: Dav 

Pilkey, Prize: Dav Pilkey 
Book Bundle

We’re inviting children 
to participate in a Monthly 
Scavenger Hunt! Look for 
book characters and write 
down the word you find with 
them. When you have all 
of the words, figure out the 
saying and enter to win the 
month’s themed prize! One 
raffle ticket per child each 
month.

Clapp Memorial 
Library Hours:

Monday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

BRISTOL, RI – Select 
students have been named 
to the Fall 2025 Dean’s 
List at Roger Williams 
University in Bristol, R.I. 
Full-time students who 
complete 12 or more cred-
its per semester and earn a 
GPA of 3.4 or higher are 
placed on the Dean’s List 
that semester.

Nathan Fernandes of 
Belchertown, MA (01007)

Chloe  Macaluso  of 
Belchertown, MA (01007)

About  RWU:  Roger 
Williams University offers 
professional studies and 
liberal arts programs, with 
campuses in Bristol and 
Providence, Rhode Island. 
We provide real-world 
learning that empowers 
students to become the 
changemakers and leaders 
our world needs next.

Roger Williams University 
announces Fall 2025 Dean’s List
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90 Avocado St., Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE

BEEF SHAVED STEAK

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$799

lb

CUT
FREE

USDA INSP. 
SUPER STEAK
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF TOMAHAWK
RIB EYE STEAK
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURG PATTIES
80% LEAN

SUPER GAME SAVINGS!SUPER GAME SAVINGS!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH SLICED IN OUR DELI
FULLY COOKED 
TEXAS BBQ 
SMOKED BEEF BRISKET ...

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ................................
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE .............

$179
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK 
SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...........

$188
lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
HARDWOOD SMOKED
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM .................
USDA INSP. 
COOKS 
1/2 SPIRAL HAM .................

$366
lb

$119lb

$277
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES .....................

$266
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

$349
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN

HILLSHIRE FARM
POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

FULLY COOKED
ROASTED CHICKEN WINGS
JUST HEAT WITH YOUR FAVORITE SAUCE lb

$299

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .............

$169
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ......... $160

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ea

$499

WHOLE 
OR HALF

20 COUNT BOX20 COUNT BOX

$1569
ea

$1999
ea

3 OZ3 OZ 4 OZ4 OZ

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

GRANBY – On January 
22, 2026, the Granby Fire 
Department placed our new 
A-2 into service, meaning 
the department will have two 
ambulances housed at the 
station for the first time in 
our history. 

“We would like to thank 
the town residents and town 
officials for their continued 
support of the department. 
Adding a second ambulance 
will greatly benefit our res-
idents as well as our mutu-
al aid partners,” said Fire 
Chief Evan Briant. “With 

two ambulances in ser-
vice, we can now send one 
out for routine maintenance 
while still keeping a Granby 
ambulance in town, eliminat-
ing the need to borrow from 
neighboring communities.”

The second ambulance will 
be staffed when available by 
department members while 
remaining within budget-
ary guidelines. The Granby 
Fire Department is extreme-
ly excited to add this second 
ambulance, providing our 
community with another crit-
ical, lifesaving resource.

Granby FD has two ambulances for first time
Welcoming the new A-2 Ambulance (left) into service for Granby. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The stretcher with their new equipment and sparkling interi-
ors, ready to save lives.

Stocked with a stretcher and extra sheets to transport people 
as safely as possible.

Venturing inside 
to see the new 
ambulance.

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Belchertown Fair 
committee is  pleased 
to announce this year’s 
t h e m e ,  i n  h o n o r  o f 
America’s 250th birth-
day, is Stars, Stripes and 
Fair Nights. Thank you to 
Kate Nadeau for suggest-
ing the theme. The 167th 

Belchertown Fair will take 
place on the Belchertown 
common from September 
25 -27 ,  2026 .  P r i z e s 
will be awarded for best 
theme presentation in 
adult and youth booths, 
and parade float. Follow 
the Belchertown Fair on 
Facebook for all updates.

B’Town Fair Committee 
announces 2026 theme

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library’s 
fiber arts group, “The 
Woolies” will be holding 
a silent auction of their 
beautiful, handmade wool-
ens to benefit the library. 
The Woolies are a group 
of local fiber artists who 
have been meeting at the 
library every week for 
many years. Items for the 

auction will include hats, 
scarves, washcloths, mit-
tens, and more!  Stop by 
the library to see them 
and bid on your favorite 
between Friday, February 
6, and Saturday, February 
14. Bidding closes at 2 
p.m. on February 14. A 
huge thank you from the 
Library to The Woolies!

Silent auction to 
benefit the library

port for our 351 towns and 
cities is a lot more equita-
ble. I believe that we are 
in a Commonwealth, and 
we should work together 
to benefit our towns,” said 
Senator Jake Oliveira. 

 Oliveira worked hard to 
file legislation for towns 
to have the option to make 
hybrid meetings permanent, 
offering a way for meetings 
to become more accessible 
to the public, amongst many 
other benefits. 

“It’s worked so well, even 
at the state house, and it 
makes it easier for people to 
participate in their govern-
ment. It definitely improves 
services, and it was a great 
help in the long run to allow 
for more flexibility and an 
easier time to share informa-
tion,” said Oliveira. 

Oliveira partnered with 
the MMA to obtain fund-
ing for essential services at 
the local level, including 
Chapter 70 funds, school 
transportation, and much 

more. He also helped work 
to change the Chapter 90 
funding formula in order to 
help Western MA commu-
nities have better roadways 
that are more cost-effective.

“It was a good confer-
ence, and it was very mean-
ingful for me to receive the 
award,” said Oliveira. “It 
was great to go to the MMA 
conference, because you 
got to see town managers, 
city councilors, and more, 
some of whom I worked 
with while I was part of the 
school committee.” 

To  f u r t h e r  h o n o r 
Oliveira’s dedication and 
service to the communi-
ties, the Selectboard from 
the town of Longmeadow 
also presented him with an 
award.

“As someone who came 
from municipal government, 
it was very meaningful to 
receive this award. We real-
ly work and fight hard to 
get these resources for our 
towns and cities, and work-
ing with that is something 
that I take a lot of pride in.” 

AWARD  from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Clapp Memorial Library’s 
Teen Advisory Board will 
be collecting nonperish-
ables at the library in their 
second-ever Food Drive, 
February 6 through the 13. 
There will be a designat-
ed donation box inside the 
library during those dates. 
Donations will be sorted 
by Teen Advisory Board 

members on the 13th and 
distributed evenly amongst 
Belchertown food pan-
tries. TAB is a group of 
7th-12th-grade students 
who meet monthly during 
the school year to propose 
library programming for 
teens, provide input on 
teen services, volunteer, 
and have fun. New mem-
bers are welcome.

Love your neighbor… 
donate to those in need
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Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Native American 

group of N. California
  5. Geological times (Brit. 

sp.)
 10. Tool to remove
 12. Rods
 14. One who renews
 16. They precede C
 18. Chatter incessantly
 19. __ King Cole, 

musician
 20. Insect parts
 22. One from Utah
 23. The world of the 

dead
 25. Singer Redding
 26. NBA legend Nelson
 27. Indicates wrongly
 28. Unhappy
 30. Anger
 31. Dark brown
 33. Some are in kitchens
 35. Made a mistake

 37. Damp
 38. Type of fuel
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
 42. One’s mother
 44. Disallow
 45. Swiss river
 48. A banana has one
 50. Philippines lake and 

volcano are two
 52. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
 53. Agave
 55. Journalist Tarbell
 56. One-time tech giant
 57. Indicates upon
 58. Intestinal bacteria
 63. Loose sheaths 

around the spinal 
cord

 65. It goes with nook
 66. A fashion
 67. Very eager to hear 

or see

CLUES DOWN
   1. Witch
  2. Utilize
  3. Writing utensil
  4. Where rockers go to 

work
  5. Subsides
  6. Consume
  7. Greek mythological 

figures
  8. California mountain 

town
  9. Tin
 10. Muse of lyric and love 

poetry
 11. Animates anew
 13. Humorous criticisms
 15. Cool!
 17. Worst
 18. Wet dirt
 21. Designed to be useful
 23. Hebrew unit of liquid 

capacity
 24. High schoolers’ test

 27. Computer device
 29. Indian territory __ 

and Diu
 32. A place to sleep
 34. AI tool
 35. Pass or go by
 36. Indicates a purchase
 39. A digital tape 

recording of sound
 40. More (Spanish)
 43. Disfigured
 44. White (Spanish)
 46. Church building
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Type of surgery
 51. Much __ about 

nothing
 54. Make by braiding
 59. Local area network
 60. Unit of work or energy
 61. Member of indigenous 

people of Thailand
 62. Liquefied natural gas
 64. Distance to top

looked; some were in a hurry but wanted 
to be supportive, and others took several 
in funny poses and nice ones, so they had 
options,” said Jardine. 

Jardine got the opportunity to be the 
photographer for most of the photos and 
got to watch the reactions of congregation 
members to getting their photos taken, and 
smile as they left the seat, the message 
ringing clearer to them. Genuine smiles, 
easier breathing, and walking away from 
in front of the camera with some seeming 
relieved. 

“Being KIND isn’t a new idea, but mak-
ing yourself the ‘I’ in KIND is a pretty 
neat concept. We want people to look at 
the little ways you can spread kindness 
and then do it. Holding a door, donating, 
checking on an elder or disabled neigh-
bor,” said Jardine. 

The church spreads kindness year-
round, encouraging the congregation to 
give to the community, and one way they 
do this is through Blessing Bags. They 
have an Amazon Wishlist of items they 
put into the bags for people interested in 
donating the specific items. 

Items in the Blessing Bags include trav-
el-sized personal hygiene, hand warm-
ers, instant coffee and oatmeal, lip balm, 
hand sanitizer, granola bars and beef 
sticks, instant individual meals like Cup 
Noodles and Easy Mac, and the drawstring 
bags themselves. You can reach out to the 
church for access to the link and for any 
questions on how to donate. 

The GUCC also hosts food mobiles 
twice a month with Granby to Go and 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, sharing 
kindness by helping act as a bridge and 
meeting point for people to get food. Their 
next mobiles will be this Friday, February 
6, and Friday, February 27, from 4:40 to 6 
p.m. in their Parish House. 

“We encourage you to come and get 
some food, bring a friend, and see some of 
the volunteers in the pictures. Our Youth 
Group and Missions Board are always on 
hand to help,” said Jardine. 

The Youth Group and church are ded-
icated to reaching out to the community 
and want to welcome you to be a part of 
this work in sharing love and kindness 
with all they interact with. 

“Being kind is universally understood 
across all religions, languages, commu-
nities, and cultures. At a time when many 
are focused on differences, we want peo-
ple to remember to be kind. It doesn’t mat-
ter where you land on your beliefs; kind-
ness and respect are free,” said Jardine. 

The church will be keeping the banner 
up in their Parish House through Lent until 
Easter, where the congregation chooses to 
take something on to encourage spiritual 
growth, rather than giving something up. 

The congregation invites the community 
to come by the Parish House and take their 
own photos with the banner and send the 
photo to them via their Facebook page so 
they can include it in their album. 

The congregation also invites everyone 
to their Sunday services at 10:30 a.m. 

KIND  from page 1

Robert Mason will be 89 on the 18th, and is the 
oldest participant. 

Liam Scully knows it’s cool to be Kind!

Tasondra Jardine is ready to show kindness to 
all she meets. 

Jay Dwinell is excited to tell others about their 
church. 

Belchertown 
Select Board 
announces  
vacancies

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Select Board 
is looking for citizens inter-
ested in sharing their exper-
tise by serving on a Town 
Board/Committee.   If you 
have time and are interested 
in getting involved in your 
Town’s activities, please 
submit a letter of inter-
est to:   Select Board, The 
Finnerty House, One South 
Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007 or 
by email to  selectboard@
belchertown.org  (unless oth-
erwise indicated below).  You 
may also submit a volunteer 
form on our website:  https://
www.belchertown.org/374/
Volunteer 

All vacancies are posted 
until filled.

The Town wishes to fill the 
following vacancies:

Agricultural Commis-
sion:  The Town wishes to 
fill two associate member 
seats on the Agricultural 
Commission. This commis-
sion promotes agricultur-
al-based economic opportu-
nities; preserves, revitalizes 
and sustains the Belchertown 
agricultural industries, and 
encourages the pursuit of 
agriculture as a career oppor-
tunity and lifestyle.

Animal Control Advisory 
Board:  The Town wishes to 
fill one (1) vacancy on the 
Animal Control Advisory 
Board. This Board works 
with the Animal Control 
Officer and the public when a 
complaint is brought against 
a dog in Town. The Board 
may conduct hearings as 
allowed in the Town Bylaw 
[Chapter 15] and Mass. Gen. 
Law ch. 140, Sec. 157 and 
pose conditions upon the 
animal owner(s) as deemed 
appropriate. As the Board 
works with dog complaints 
(only), an ideal applicant 
would be someone familiar 
with dogs; a current or past 
dog owner or person who 
works with dogs, or an inter-
ested community member.

B e l c h e r t ow n  B u i l d -
ings & Grounds Commit-

tee:  The Town wishes to fill 
one (1) full real estate mem-
ber seat and one (1) asso-
ciate member seat on the 
Belchertown Buildings and 
Grounds Committee.   The 
committee will advise the 
Town and the Select Board 
on funding opportunities for 
maintaining and develop-
ing Town buildings that fit 
the guidelines of repurpose 
and/or renovation to benefit 
the local economy and pop-
ulation as well as advising 
on historical and cultural 
development opportunities.    
Expertise with real estate/
architecture, grant writing, 
or historical experience to 
strengthen the skill set of 
the committee is highly pre-
ferred.

Board of Assessors:  The 
Town of Belchertown is 
looking to fill a vacancy on 
the Board of Assessors. This 
position has a stipend of 
$1,000 per year. This recent-
ly vacated position will be 
appointed in accordance 
with the provisions outlined 
in MGL Chapter 41, Section 
11 by a joint appointment of 
the Board of Assessors and 
Select Board. The appointed 
individual will fill the seat›s 
remaining term and shall 
perform duties of the office 
until the next annual election 
in May 2026. The applicant 
must be a registered voter in 
the Town of Belchertown. 

In accordance with MCL 
Chapter 59, Section 21, the 
Assessors shall assess all 
taxes duly certified to them 
and perform all necessary 
duties as defined in MGL 
Chapter 59. Some of the 
duties include the classifica-
tion and valuation of all real 
and personal property along 
with setting the tax rate each 
fiscal year.

For  fur ther  in forma-
tion, contact Jay Whelihan, 
Director of Assessments, 
at 323-0413, jwhelihan@
belchertown.org or Steve 
Williams, Town Manager, at 
323-0403. 

C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e -
ment Planning Commit-
tee:  Belchertown is seek-
ing two (2) residents with 
demonstrated knowledge of 
construction, facility main-
tenance, fleet management, 
architecture, engineering, or 

a related field to fill a full 
member seat.

Communications Com-
mittee:    The Bel-chertown 
Communications Committee 
is looking for two (2) new 
full members and two (2) 
associate members to help 
shape how our town shares 
news and stays connect-
ed. This group has sup-
ported projects like the 
Belchertown.org upgrade, 
Carriagetown Chronicles, 
and installing a broader 
social media strategy. We’re 
seeking residents with every-
day skills in communica-
tions, document preparation, 
accessibility, social media, or 
technology - especially indi-
viduals with practical expe-
rience using AI in workplace 
or business settings, to sup-
port the careful and responsi-
ble adoption of these tools in 
town government. 

C r e a t i v e  E c o n o m y 
Committee:  The Town of 
Belchertown is accepting 
letters of interest to fill one 
(1) vacancy on the Creative 
Economy Committee. This 
Committee oversees the 
strategic planning, munici-
pal arts program develop-
ment, outreach & marketing, 
activity implementation, 
evaluation & reporting, and 
coordinates arts and culture 
outreach for the town of 
Belchertown and forthcom-
ing Cultural District. 

Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Task Force:   The 
Town of Belchertown is 
accepting letters of interest 
to fill one (1) vacancy on 
the Belchertown Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Task 
Force.   The focus of the 
Task Force is to devel-
op a Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Statement for 
the Select Board to review 
and to consider adopting, 
to seek out opportunities 
to acknowledge and/or cel-
ebrate the diversity within 
our own community and to 
welcome the whole com-
munity to join in, and to 
offer suggestions on how 
the town addresses specif-
ic or potential acts of vio-
lence, including hate speech, 
should such acts arise in 

Join a board/committee today

Please see BOARDS,
 page 9
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS: OPEN MON - FRI.  7AM – 8PM
OPEN SAT. & SUN. 7AM – 7PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

SUPER FEBRUARY!
GO PATS! BIG GAME! 
& VALENTINE’S DAY!

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Saturday, February 14
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

With Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 

with Butter & Lemon
Choice of Appetizer & Dessert

Dinners Include Roasted Baby Potatoes, 
Baby Vegetables & Mini Ciabatta Bread

Please Order By February 12th

Love At First Bite

Blooming Cyclamen 
$9.99 $9.99 6 inch pot 6 inch pot 

Heart Shaped Leaves 
& Butterfly Blooms

In Honor Of Ice Cream 
For Breakfast Day - February 7th
Elsie’s Creamery Ice Cream 
FULL HALF GALLONS

$2.00 OFF Regular Price!
FEBRUARY 4TH - 10TH

The Best Homemade Ice Cream 
       In All Your Favorite Flavors

READY FOR PICK-UP OR 
LOCAL DELIVERY CALL 589-7071

Exotic Orchid Plants
$19.99 $19.99 4 inch pot4 inch pot

Beautiful Beautiful 
Long Stem RosesLong Stem Roses
BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEMBY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM
Specially Wrapped With Specially Wrapped With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!Baby’s Breath & Greens!

Valentine Bouquets & Arrangements Valentine Bouquets & Arrangements 

In A Painters In A Painters 
 Palette Of Colors Palette Of Colors

LOVE INSPIRED FOR ALL YOUR SWEETHEARTSLOVE INSPIRED FOR ALL YOUR SWEETHEARTS

Super Food For Super Food For 
The Big Game!The Big Game!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo, Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,
Party Wings & Boneless Wings

Available Big Game Weekend February 7th & 8th

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

The  DEI  Commi t t e e 
worked hard to put the event 
together and organize advo-
cacy for the town to adopt 
the National Remembrance 
Day and hold the ceremo-
ny. Members of the Select 
Board, police department and 
Oliver the Comfort Dog, and 
Senator Jake Oliveira and 
State Representative Aaron 
Saunders were also present 
for the ceremony. 

“There aren’t a lot of 
events recognizing Holocaust 
R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y  i n 
Western Massachusetts,” 
said Oliveira, who also 
represents one of the larg-
est Jewish communities in 
Western Massachusetts, in 
Longmeadow, but there isn’t 
a ceremony or event there, 
either. 

“I’m thankful for the 
Belchertown community and 
the DEI Committee for com-
ing together and recogniz-
ing this important day. And 
I think as we become more 
distant from the events of the 
Holocaust, generations that 
were directly impacted are 
becoming fewer and fewer.” 

Oliveira and Saunders 
travelled to Poland along the 
Ukrainian border to visit a 
concentration camp that is 
well-preserved there, stand-
ing as a reminder and against 
attempts to erase the atroci-
ties of the Holocaust against 
gypsies, Jews, LGBTQ, dis-
abled, and other minority 
groups. 

“As we honor and recog-
nize, we can’t forget what 
happened there, and how 

quickly societies can devolve 
into hate, fear, and systemat-
ic targeting of populations,” 
said Oliveira. 

The history of targeting 
populations is horrendous, 
and on Jan. 27, on the 81st 
anniversary of the libera-
tion of Auschwitz, the town 
of Belchertown has made a 

point to continue to recog-
nize this day, and never “go 
down the road of system-
atically targeting a popula-
tion… free people should 
live freely, and that’s what 
this remembrance has taught 
us all,” said Oliveira. 

Select Board member Jenn 
Turner also came forward to 

share a few words regarding 
Remembrance Day to honor 
the over 6 million lost during 
this horrific event. 

“These victims repre-
sent a tapestry of lives and 
experiences that were shat-
tered, lives that contributed 
vibrantly to their communi-
ties, and whose absence is 
still felt today,” said Turner. 
“We remember not just the 
individuals lost, but their rich 
cultures, the creativity, and 
the potential contributions 
that were forever silenced.” 

Through a rise of antisem-
itism, having these ceremo-
nies is a reminder that we 
should “Never Again” allow 
these evils to come up again, 
and for hate to win. The cer-
emony calls for the commu-
nity to stand up and speak 
up for our neighbors and end 
cycles of hate. 

“By sharing the stories of 
Holocaust survivors along-
side those of other persecuted 
groups, we foster understand-
ing and resilience against the 
hate that seeks to divide us,” 
said Turner. 

The ceremony ended with 
Williams reading the procla-
mation put out by the Select 
Board, and those in atten-
dance went outside to stand 
at the flag pole and watch as 
the special white and blue 
striped flag with a gold star 
was raised. 

The ceremony is a remind-
er, and now an annual tradi-
tion, for people to remem-
ber that hate has no home 
here, and the residents of 
Belchertown are prepared to 
fight against it. 

HOLOCAUST from page 1

Senator Jake Oliveira sharing 
some words. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Members of the community gathered to witness the special ceremony. 

The flags are waving proudly on the flagpole outside Town Hall.

Many members of the 
NEWCare team went to cheer 
on David, and congratulate 
him for his dedication, brav-
ery, and persistence in his 
healing journey. 

“This story truly embod-
ies what Hometown Heroes 
Night is all about,” said 
Thunderb i rds  Pres iden t 
Nathan Costa. “First respond-
ers serve our community 
with courage and selflessness 
every day, and New England 
Wound Care’s actions in heal-
ing David Howard’s wounds 
are a powerful example of 
that commitment. We’re also 
inspired by David’s strength 
and resilience on his road to 
recovery. This night allows 
us to recognize the everyday 
heroes who bravely show up 
for our community 365 days 
a year.”

“It makes me feel great 
to be honored at the game. 
Even though I’m shy, I 
don’t want any regrets,” said 
Howard. “It’s a nice thing the 
Thunderbirds are offering. 
It makes me feel great to be 
honored. I’m honored, and 

I’m going to be honoring all 
those who are in wheelchairs. 
After being treated at New 
England Wound Care, I feel 
great.”

About NEWCare 
NEWCare treats a vari-

ety of wounds such as dia-
bet ic  foot  ulcers ,  pres-
sure ulcers, skin tears, and 
burns.  NEWCare provides 

both wound and ostomy 
care to patients in Greater 
Springfield and Western 
Massachusetts.  NEWCare is 
celebrating 10 years of busi-
ness this year. 

HERO from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The NEWCare team is by the First Aid sign at the MassMutual Center. We are now the official 
first aid sponsors of the Thunderbirds. 
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontest-
ed races are asked to submit 
their statements to the editor 
to include only biographical 
and campaign platform details. 
Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. 
Please include a photo. We 
will not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other cam-
paign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising 
representatives. We also do not 
allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political 
parties in statements of can-
didacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about key 
endorsements or political fund-
raisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

This morning, after 
reading last week’s 
co lumn,  my mom 

commented, “Boy, I didn’t 
realize onions are so chal-
lenging to grow.” 

Oh no, I truly hope that the 
column did not convey that 
message. I’ve been growing 
onions for years, and find 
them no more challenging 
than any other vegetable that 
you start indoors.  

I hope I didn’t dis-
courage anyone. In 
fact, I hope just the 
opposite happened, 
whereby everyone 
purchased some seed to 
give growing onions a 
whirl. 

Read on to learn 
more from where we 
left off last week. 

Growing on  
How does  one 

achieve lots of top 
growth so that by 
seasons’ end a big 
bulb wil l  resul t? 
Provide sufficient 
moisture and nitro-
gen, and lots of it, but 
only early in the gar-
dening season.  

A m e n d  a  1 0 0 
square  foo t  a rea 
with a  bushel  of 
aged manure or fin-
ished compost prior 
to planting, then top 
dress when plants are six-
eight inches high and again 
for the last time three weeks 
later. Fish emulsion is a great 
foliar fertilizer for this pur-
pose. 

Because onions have lim-
ited top growth and are rel-
atively shallow rooted, it 
makes it hard for them to 
compete with more aggres-
sive plants for moisture and 
nutrients. For that reason, be 
sure to address enemy #1:  
weeds!  

I have found that a hand 
held circle hoe is great for 
getting into the narrow space 
between plants as well as 
within the rows. Perform this 
task once or twice a week 
and you will be weed-free all 
summer.  

You can also apply grass 
clippings or chopped up 
leaves as mulch. It will 
reduce weeds and conserve 
moisture, and, as it breaks 
down add valuable organic 
matter to the soil.  

As the summer solstice 
draws near, the need for 
nitrogen drops as the bulb 
switches from top growth to 
bulbing up. From this point 
on, no additional fertilizer is 
necessary and watering can 
be cut back some.

Harvesting 
In early fall your onion 

tops will begin to yellow and 
bend at the necks. As men-
tioned earlier, reduced day-

light has signaled the plant to 
go into dormancy.  

When half have bent, bend 
the rest and allow them to 
remain in the garden just a 
few more days. If no rain 
is in the forecast, pull them 
up and lay them on edge in 
place, turning on occasion. 

This will begin the curing 
process.  

Should rain threaten, they 
can easily be protected with 
a tarp or moved under cover.  

After three days to a week 
of sunshine it is time to move 
them to an airy, dry location 
such as a shed to cure for an 
additional two-three weeks. 
Should this t ime frame 
include lots of rain or humid-
ity, sometimes a household 
fan can help the drying pro-
cess along.  

Dry onions will definite-
ly be the best for long term 
storage.

Storage 
You have a good idea that 

your onions are ready for 
storage when the necks have 
withered away and the outer 
skin is dry and starts to slip. 
Nineteenth century garden-
ers would have braided and 
hung them in the root cellar, 
where cool and dry condi-
tions would, fingers crossed, 
keep them fit for use as need-
ed into the spring months.  

Onion braids have modern 
day appeal- they look pretty 
and it is easy to simply tug 
the perfect size onion from 
the braid as you need it. The 
key to success is to attach 
twine or string to at least one 
of the braiding strands – this 
will give your braid strength, 
not to mention a way of 
hanging it up.  

We can also store onions 

in mesh bags or old hosiery 
in a household location that 
remains close to freezing and 
relatively dry. My unheated 
mudroom works great.  

Here simply cut the tops 
to one inch prior to bagging 
up. When you are going 
through them to cut, or braid, 
be sure to separate out those 
with double bulbs, as well 
as those whose necks remain 
thick; neither will be good 

keepers and should be 
used first.  

This is also a great 
time to think about 
good traits and the 
prospect  of  sav-

ing some of your best 
onions for seed production.

Save the seeds  
Saving the seeds of 

your open-pollinated, 
non-hybrid onions 
is the next frontier 
for allium aficio-
nados. In the north, 
we employ what is 
called the “bulb to 
seed” method.  

Our bulbs are har-
ve s t e d  n o r m a l l y 
and stored over the 
winter,  and when 
the ground is ready 
for planting, three 
or four of your best 
onions are replanted 
three inches apart. 
Soon a flower stalk 

will form. It can get quite tall 
(three-five feet!) so place a 
stake for support early on 
and tie it off as you need to. 

After the flower head has 
formed be on watch for the 
black seeds to ripen and 
loosen up- you want to catch 
them before they shatter. 
This can be accomplished by 
clipping a few sections of the 
head at a time.  

Dry in an airy spot for a 
few days before storing in 
paper envelopes in a cool, 
dry location for use the fol-
lowing spring. Be advised 
that to avoid cross polli-
nation, only one variety of 
onion can be in flower at a 
time; it is fine, however, to 
have first year onions in the 
garden.  

Onion seeds are viable for 
one-two years.

Now that you know the 
ins and outs of onion cul-
ture, embrace the challenge 
and try growing onions from 
seed this year.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Onion culture, continued  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I served in the U.S. 

Army from July 1964 to 
July 1967. Am I eligi-
ble for a higher Social 
Security payment? 

Thank you. Signed: 
Vietnam Era Army Vet 

Dear Army Vet: 
Please accept my sin-

cere thanks for your mil-
itary service. I believe 
you are referring to the 
“Special Extra Credit for 
Military Service,” which 
has been the subject of 
many published articles. 
That refers to a special 
Social Security accom-
modation available only 
to those who served in 
the military during spe-
cific periods of time, but 
it does not add to your 
monthly Social Security 
payment. Rather, it adds 
to your military earnings 
record for the years you 
served, which may or 
may not result in a high-
er Social Security bene-
fit when you later claim 
Social Security.

Here’s how it works in 
your case:

S e r v i n g  b e t w e e n 
1964 and 1967, if you 
told Social Security of 
your military service 
when you applied for 
Social Security bene-
fits or gave them a copy 
of your DD-214. they 
would have added up to 
$1,200 per year to your 
military pay record. FYI, 
those who served after 
1966 were automatical-
ly given earnings credit 
for their military service 
years. However, whether 
those special extra credits 
would affect your month-
ly Social Security benefit 
depends on your lifetime 
earnings record when 
you later claimed Social 
Security.  

When you applied for 
benefits, Social Security 
reviewed your lifetime 
earnings and used the 
highest earning 35 years 
of earnings over your 
lifetime (adjusted for 
inflation) to calculate 
your “Primary Insurance 
Amount” or “PIA,” which 
is what you get if you 
claim benefits to start at 
your Social Security full 
retirement age. If, after 
your military service, 
you had 35 or more years 
of earnings which were 
higher than your earn-
ings while serving in the 
military, Social Security 
would have used your 
later higher earning years 
to calculate your ben-
efit, and your military 
earnings would not have 
had an effect on your 

Social Security benefit. 
However, if any of your 
military earnings includ-
ing the “special extra 
credits” were among the 
highest over your lifetime, 
then those higher military 
earnings would be includ-
ed when calculating your 
Social Security benefit.  

So, whether you would 
benefit from these “spe-
cial extra credits for mil-
itary service” depends 
largely on your earnings 
history after you were dis-
charged from active duty. 
If your military earnings 
were among the highest 
earning years over your 
lifetime, and you pro-
vided SSA with a copy 
of your DD-214 when 
you applied for Social 
Security, then your cur-
rent SS benefit already 
includes consideration 
of your military service. 
FYI,  Social  Securi ty 
should have asked about 
your military service 
when you applied. If you 
didn’t tell SS about your 
military service when 
you applied for Social 
Security, or if you aren’t 
sure, you should contact 
the SSA at 1.800-772-
1213 and ask if you were 
given those “special extra 
credits for military ser-
vice” for your 1960s mil-
itary service years when 
you applied for Social 
Security. But if you had 
at least 35 years of high-
er earnings after you left 
military service, your cur-
rent SS benefit is already 
based on those later high-
er earning years, and you 
will not get any addition-
al Social Security benefit 
because of the “special 
extra credits” for your 
military service years.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dat ion .org /programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

Am I entitled to more Social 
Security as a Veteran?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Send Us Your Photos!
sentinel@turley.com

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Sentinel
www.sentinel.turley.com

sentinel@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper
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Orioles grab 
dual meet win 
over Ludlow

BELCHERTOWN – Last Wednesday 
night, in one of the final dual meets of the 
season for both teams, neighboring rivals 
Belchertown and Ludlow wrestled each 
other in league action. The Orioles were 
able to pick up the win over Ludlow. The 
final score of the meet was not reported. 
Both teams are gearing up for the section-
al and state meets.

Alex Maroney locks up at 113 pounds.
Ronan Mosher holds the leverage after 
getting a takedown.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Andre Jarry gets the pinfall.

Eli Grillo gets ready to start things at 215 pounds. Evan Perkins tries to secure a pinfall. Edan Chaverri gets the takedown.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—
The members of the Ludlow 
hockey team are probably 
very glad that the first month 
of 2026 has ended.

The Lions closed out 
January with a 3-1 defeat 
to the East Longmeadow 
Spartans in a Berry Division 
m a t c h - u p  h e l d  a t  t h e 
Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield, last Saturday 
afternoon.

“This was another tough 
loss for us, but I thought we 
competed very well,” said 
Ludlow head coach Paul 
Rivest. “January was a very 
difficult month for us. We’ve 
been having a lot of trouble 
scoring goals this season.”

Ludlow, who had a 4-2 
record following a 4-1 win 
against West Springfield on 
New Year’s Day, entered 
February with a 6-8 overall 
record.

The Lions, who co-op with 
Belchertown High School, 

only other  victories  in 
January came against Central 
Mass. foes. They posted a 
4-1 victory over Hopedale, 
which took place at Olympia 
on January 10. 

A week later, the Lions 
pulled out a 3-2 overtime 
win versus Lunenburg at 
the Wallace Civic Center in 
Fitchburg.

The Lions lost their third 
game in a row against the 
Spartans (9-5), who are one 
of the teams trying to capture 
the Berry Division title.

Despite having a 3-6 
league record, the Lions 
should be one of the six 
teams competing in this 
year’s Western Mass. Class A 
tournament, which is sched-
uled to take place during the 
February school vacation. 

“I’m pretty sure that we’ll 
qualify for the Western Mass. 
tournament this year,” Rivest 
said. “Six of the seven Berry 
Division teams will be play-
ing in that tournament.”

Tannar Severyn circles around and takes 
possession.

Rhett Ribeiro focuses as he brings in a 
pass.

Lions gets big win over Spartans

URLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Evan Dias gets ready to send a wrist-shot toward the goal.

Joseph Toomey shuffles to his left with 
the puck.

G R A N B Y  –  L a s t 
We d n e s d a y  eve n i n g , 
Palmer and Granby boys 
basketball matched up 
with the score staying 
close until Palmer pulled 
away in the third quarter 
and eventually won 68-50. 
Dylan Doherty would lead 
all scorers in the game with 

21 points. Taydem Haley 
added 17 for Palmer and 
Stephen Fredette scored 
10. For Granby, Zavien 
Fernandez led the Rams 
wi th  12 points ,  wi th 
Raymond Colon scoring 11 
points. Granby fell to just 
1-13 this year while Palmer 
is now even at 7-7.

Rams stay in game, 
but lose to Palmer

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Raymond Colon runs into traffic.

Anthony Santiago tries to get around a Palmer guard.

SEE MORE 
GRANBY BOYS 

PHOTOS ON 
PAGE 8.

Please see LIONS, page 8
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LIONS from page 7

Nick Deroin hustles up the ice.

William Mitus runs into pressure. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Brodie Funk brings in a pass.

Samuel Moure circles the arc.

Brandon Carillon is pressured by an oppo-
nent.

Zavien Fernandez runs into traffic near the 
edge of the arc.

RAMS TAKE A LOSS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD—After 
defeating John J. Duggan 
Academy by 19 points in a 
home game at the beginning 
of January, the Pathfinder 
Tech Lady Pioneers made 
the trip to Springfield last 
Thursday night looking to 
sweep the season series. 

Things didn’t go accord-
ing to plan for the Lady 
Pioneers, who were hop-
ing to move above the .500 
mark. The Jayhawks built a 
15-point lead in the middle 
of the second quarter and 
held off the Lady Pioneers 
during the second half for 
a 47-37 home victory in a 
Tri-County North League 
contest. 

“I’m very disappoint-
ed because we defeated 
them pretty easily in our 
first meeting,” said Kevin 
Aldrich, who’s been coach-
ing the Pathfinder Tech 
girls’ basketball team for 
the past twenty years. “If we 
don’t qualify for the post-
season tournament or con-
tend for the league title, this 
will be one of the games 
that we’ll look back on. The 
players probably thought 
it would be another easy 
game. Give Duggan a lot of 
credit because they played 
very hard against us. They 
just wanted it a little more 
than we did.” 

The Lady Pioneers (5-6) 
will need to win at least four 
of their remaining regular 
season games to clinch a 
berth in the Division 5 state 
tournament for the third 
consecutive year. 

A year ago, Pathfinder 
Tech  defea ted  Bos ton 
United, 57-36, in a pre-
l im ina ry  round  home 
game before losing at the 
Renaissance School in the 
round of 32. It marked the 
first time that the Lady 
Pioneers had won a state 
tournament game since the 
MIAA changed the postsea-
son format prior to the start 
of the 2021-22 regular sea-
son. 

The Lady Pioneers prob-
ably won’t be one of the 
eight teams who’ll be com-
peting in the Western Mass. 
Class C tournament, which 
starts next week. 

Junior Megan Clark and 
senior Addison Doktor each 
finished with 14 points in 
the road contest against the 
Jayhawks (4-8).

Doktor, who fouled out 
late in the fourth quar-
ter, scored 34 points in the 
first meeting with Duggan, 
which was a 50-31 victo-
ry on January 2. She made 
16 field goals and two foul 
shots in that contest.

In the second meeting, 
Doktor scored eight first 
half points on four inside 
hoops. She only made two 
field goals and two free 
throws in the second half.

Clark doubled her point 

total from the home win 
against the Jayhawks. She 
scored nine second half 
points in last Thursday’s 
contest.

T h e  L a d y  P i o n e e r s 
only other scorers were 
junior’s Ciara Green (4 
points) and Taylor Allen, 
who scored all five of her 
points in the fourth quarter. 
T h e  o n l y  t i m e  t h a t 
Pathfinder Tech held the 
lead was at 2-0 less than 
a minute into the opening 
quarter following a Doktor 
inside hoop.

Doktor also made a put-
back basket, which sliced 
the Lady Pioneers deficit to 
11-8 with 2:10 left in the 
opening quarter. 

When Pathfinder scored 
again with two minutes 
remaining in the first half, 
they were trailing, 23-8. 

“We struggled offensive-
ly in the first half,” Aldrich 

said. “We should’ve scored 
50 or 55 points in this game. 
We just kept allowing them 
to get into their defensive 
sets. They played a man-
to-man defense against us, 
which we didn’t handle very 
well.”

The Jayhawks reeled off 
twelve unanswered points 
during that ten minute 
stretch.

Senior Rosemary Santos 
scored 15 of her game-high 
28 points for the home team 
during the first 16 minutes. 
She scored 10 points in the 
first meeting.

No other Duggan player 
scored more than six points 
in the home win.

Clark finally ended the 
Lady Pioneers scoring 
drought with a 3-pointer 
from the left side.

D o k t o r  a l s o  a d d e d 
an inside basket and a 
put-back, which sliced 
Pathfinder Tech’s deficit to 
25-15 at halftime.

Pathfinder Tech battled 
back as they outscored 
Duggan, 10-5, during the 
third quarter.

With 2:25 left in the third, 
Green hit a jumper in the 
lane, which closed the gap 
to 28-25 before Santos 
made a lay-up.

The Lady Pioneers were 
trailing 30-27 less than two 
minutes into the final quar-
ter following a Green lay-
up. They couldn’t get any 
closer than that, as Duggan 
built a 41-32 lead with the 
help of an 11-5 run.

“We’ve been playing very 
well lately,” Aldrich said. 
“I really didn’t expect this 
outcome. We just need to 
bounce back from this loss.”

It was Duggan’s first win 
against Pathfinder Tech 
since 2023.

Pioneers unable to come 
back against Duggan

The Lions were in sixth 
place in the league standings 
ahead of West Springfield, 
who defeated Ludlow 2-1 on 
January 19.

“The Berry Division is very 
close this year,” Rivest added. 
“We’re two or three goals 
away from being in second 
or third place in the league 
standings. We’re also the only 
District in the state that still 
has a sectional tournament.”

Two years ago, the Lions 
lost to Taconic 3-2 in the 
Western Mass. Class B finals. 
They only qualified for the 
state tournament a year ago.

The Lions were the 32nd 
team in the MIAA Division 3 
power rankings at the end of 
last week. 

The top 32 teams in each 
Division automatically qual-
ify for the state tournament. 
A team can also qualify for 
the states with a .500 or better 
record.

The Lions, who’ll need 
four more win to finish the 
regular season with a .500 
record, were looking to defeat 
the Spartans for the first time 
since celebrating a 3-1 victo-
ry on December 23,2023. 

In last Saturday’s match, 
East Longmeadow took a 1-0 

lead at the 3:18 mark of the 
opening period following 
a goal from junior Kevin 
Baker. The senior duo Joe 
Mazza and Cody Shaw 
were credi ted with 
assists on the game’s 
first goal.  

The Spartans, who 
outshot the Lions, 
26-13, entered the 
second period still 
holding the 1-0 advan-
tage.

Ludlow senior goal-
ie Donald Rogers (24 
saves) made a couple 
of saves on break-
away chances during 
the first seven 
minutes of the 
middle period, 
which kept the 
score 1-0.

Roge r s ,  who  a t t ends 
Belchertown High School, 
has been sharing the start-
ing duties with junior Peter 
LeBorgne this season.

A goal from senior cap-
tain Tannar Severyn, which 
was assisted by junior Gavin 
Harrington, knotted the score 
at 1-1 with 5:44 left in the 
second period.

The Spartans then had the 
first power-play opportunity 
of the match, which the Lions 
were able to kill.

The score remained tied 
until East Long-meadow 
junior Jack Rustico scored a 
breakaway goal with 3:24 left 
in regulation.

With 32 seconds left, an 
empty net goal by Mazza 
sealed the deal for the 
Spartans.  

Ludlow is scheduled to 
have a week off before fac-
ing East Longmeadow for the 
second time at 4:50 p.m. on 
Saturday back at Olympia. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Cassandra Nykiel tries to get her hands on the ball.

Taylor Allen hustles down 
the court.

Ciara Green heads down the 
court.

Megan Clark attempts a bank shot.
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 
SAVE

27%$799
/each

WD-40® Multi-Use Product 
With SMART STRAW
12 oz.  •  WD 490

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in 
the Belchertown Police log 
and arrests for the weeks 
of Jan. 22 through Jan. 23. 
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the 
police department based on 
the review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Friday Jan. 23

6:05 p.m. – A 46-year-old 
homeless person was issued 
a summons on charges of 
larceny of a motor vehicle. 
An officer was dispatched to 
a residence about a vehicle 
being stolen. The person took 
the vehicle and did not return 
it. The vehicle owner decided 
to report it stolen after sev-
eral days. A “be on the look-
out” order was put out for the 
vehicle. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday Jan. 23 

12:35 p.m. – An offi-
cer took a report of diesel 
exhaust fluid from a busi-
ness. It was reported that 200 
gallons were taken. The mat-
ter is under investigation. 

6:35 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of fraud. A 
person received three calls 
from the same phone num-
ber. The scammer portrayed 
themselves as a correspon-
dent of the external affairs. 
They also told the people that 

their Sim card was used to 
bankrupt people. The officer 
went to the website that the 
person was provided, and 
there was a message warning 
that spammers were spoofing 
their account. 

Saturday, Jan. 24
11:07 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a report of past 
property damage. A person 
reported a vehicle going 
north on Sabin Street struck 
several mailboxes during the 
previous day. An officer also 
took a report that another 
vehicle struck a Ware Road 
while turning into a drive-
way.  

2:02 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Ware Road. Two vehicles 
were traveling on Ware Road 
when one was following too 
closely, and the first slowed, 
and the second struck the 
first. No injuries were report-
ed, and no tows. 

Sunday, Jan. 25 
11:42 a.m. – Op of mv1 

vehicle slid after breaks 
applied and was unable to 
stop due to slippery con-
ditions and struck a fire 
hydrant on Federal Street. No 
injuries, no tows. 

12:11 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Federal Street. A vehi-
cle stopped at a traffic light 
on Federal Street. A second 
vehicle wasn’t able to stop in 
time and struck the first vehi-
cle in the rear. No injuries 
were reported, and no tows 
were needed. 

5:35 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of vehicles leaving 
the scene of property damage 
on Amherst Road. There was 
video footage provided to the 

officer. It showed a vehicle 
running over three vehicles. 
The owners were contacted. 

7:17 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about 
how to get a harassment pre-
vention order. 

Monday, Jan 26 
5:29 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a Sarah Lane 
residence for a report of a 
vehicle on fire. Upon their 
arrival, officers saw a pick-up 
truck engulfed in flames and 
another vehicle was close to 
it. No damage to the other 
vehicle. No injuries were 
reported. The vehicle was 
towed. 

12:44 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
North Main Street. A vehi-
cle leaving a parking space 
was struck by another vehi-
cle turning into the lot. There 
was minor damage to vehi-
cles, but no tow was needed. 
No injuries were reported. 

7:13 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Pine Valley 
Plantation for a report of 
a leak of a water heater. 
Water was coming into the 
kitchen of the residence. 
Belchertown Fire assisted 
with the call.

Tuesday, Jan. 27
10:17 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Bay Road. A vehicle going 
east on Bay Road lost control 
due to slippery road condi-
tions. The vehicle went into 
the opposite lane, the vehi-
cle ended up in the snow, 
went into the opposite lane, 
and into a fence. There was 
minor damage. The vehicle 
was able to be driven from 
the scene, and no injuries 
were reported. 

12:14 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Federal Street 
for an accident. A vehicle 
turning into a Federal Street 
business was struck in the 
rear. Both vehicles could be 
driven from the scene. No 
injuries were reported. 

Wednesday Jan. 28
2:56 p.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Amherst Road. A vehicle sit-
ting at the edge of a driveway 
on Amherst Road, and a sec-
ond vehicle going eastbound 
with a trailer. As the vehicle 
passed, a portion of the trail-
er struck the front of the car. 
No injuries were reported, 
and no tows were needed. 

5:41 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Federal Street and Allen 
Road. Two vehicles were 
going west on Federal Street, 
and the front vehicle slowed 
and stopped. The second 
vehicle struck the first from 
behind. Both vehicles were 
driven from the scene, and no 
injuries were reported. 

Thursday, Jan. 29 
2:47 p.m. – An officer took 

a report of fraud. A resident 
reported they were a victim 
of a phone scam and sus-
tained a loss of money. They 
got a phone call from a scam-
mer pretending to be the per-
son’s cable provider. Then 
tried to get additional funds 
from the person. The matter 
was reported. 

3:33 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on North Washington for a 
report of property damage/
accident.

6:17 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Federal Street. A vehicle 

traveling on Federal Street 
when the vehicle went off 
the shoulder of the road, hit 
a pile of snow, then went off 
the roadway and struck an 
embankment. The vehicle 
came to a rest in a field on 
Federal Street and Amherst 
Road. 

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to  133  calls for the week 
of  Jan. 23  through  Jan.  29. 
Those arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, Jan. 23
6:17 p.m. – A motor-

ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no 
injuries.

Saturday, Jan. 24
8:29 p.m. – While on 

patrol, an officer observed 
a motor vehicle traveling at 
a high rate of speed. Radar 
confirmed that the vehicle 
was traveling at 61MPH in 
a posted 40MPH zone. The 
vehicle was stopped, and the 
operator was issued a civil 
citation for speeding.

Sunday, Jan. 25
4:36 p.m.  –  Officers 

responded to multiple reports 
of stuck vehicles throughout 
town during a snowstorm.

Monday, Jan. 26
7:55 a.m. – A Granby 

Highway plow driver report-

ed that a vehicle slid into 
the back of their plow truck. 
There were no injuries.

2:09 p.m. – A motorist 
reported a minor two-car 
accident. There were no inju-
ries.

3:04 p.m. – A resident 
reported that a town plow 
struck and took off the side 
view mirrors of their vehicle.

Tuesday, Jan. 27
5:49 a.m. – A motorist 

reported that there was a 
minor two-car accident in the 
Dunkin’ Donuts parking lot. 
There were no injuries.

1:14 p.m. – A motor-
ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. Belchertown Fire 
sent an ambulance as mutu-
al aid. Both operators were 
transported to the hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries.

3:45 p.m. – A motor-
ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no 
injuries.

Wednesday, Jan. 28 
2 p.m. – A resident report-

ed receiving a letter in the 
mail from Polish National 
Credit Union. The letter had 
a fake check attached. They 
contacted the bank, and they 
were told that the bank did 
not send it.

Thursday, Jan. 29
2:52 p.m. – A patron of a 

restaurant reported that they 
left their pocketbook at the 
listed location after having 
lunch. When they returned, 
the pocketbook was gone.

our community,  region, 
or state.   Efforts should be 
made to include voices from 
the community or commu-
nities that are directly affect-
ed.   Partnership opportuni-
ties with surrounding towns 
to strengthen regional or 
state efforts might also be 
explored.   This is a seven 
(7) member committee to 
include: A representative 
from law enforcement, a 
representative from Town 
Hall, and five (5) commu-
nity members representing 
diversity in one or more of 
the following areas: Racial 
and ethnic backgrounds, 
Social positions with respect 
to gender identity and sex-
ual orientation, social posi-
tions with respect to dis-
ability, and Age groups and 
prior vocational experi-
ences.   All are encouraged 
to apply. Please submit a 
letter of interest to:   Select 
Board, The Finnerty House, 
One South Main Street, P.O. 
Box 670, Belchertown, MA 
01007 or by email to select-
board@belchertown.org. 

H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t 
By-Law Commiss ion:   
The Town wishes to fill a 
member Real Estate seat 
on the Historic District 
By-Law Commission.   The 
Commission has regula-
tory control over new con-
struction, reconstruction, 
alterations, movements, 
and demolition of all exte-
rior architectural features 
of buildings and structures 
within the Historic District 
which are visible from any 
public street, public way, or 
public park.

Pioneer Valley Transit 
Authority Advisory Board:   
The Town is seeking an indi-
vidual to represent and serve 
as a Liaison to the Town of 
Belchertown on the PVTA 
Advisory Board.   Interested 
individuals should have the 
time and desire to attend 
respect ive meet ings in 
Springfield and periodically 
review the PVTA›s services 
to the Town and its contigu-
ous communities. 

Quaboag Valley Business 
Assistance Corporation 

(QVBAC)  /  Quaboag 
Va l l e y  C o m m u n i t y 
Development Corporation 
( Q V C D C )  B o a r d 
Member: The Town is seek-
ing an individual to repre-
sent and serve as a Liaison 
to the Town of Belchertown 
on the QVBAC to bring the 
concerns of Belchertown›s 
residents and small busi-
ness community forward 
to ensure that the services 
provided by the QVBAC/
QVCDC are in line with 
the town›s needs.  The 
board member also helps 
disseminate information 
from the QVBAC board to 
Belchertown›s residents and 
small business community, 
especially when there is a 
particular program or ini-
tiative they›d benefit from. 
While no business acumen 
is required, an interest in 
and or connections with 
Belchertown›s small busi-
ness community would be 
advantageous. Enthusiasm 
for Belchertown, and the 
ability to determine and 
communicate the inter-
ests of its residents are the 
most important qualifica-

tions.  For more information 
about the Quaboag Valley 
Community Development 
C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
Quaboag Valley Business 
Assistance Corporation, 
please visit www.qvcdc.org.   

Ve t e r a n s ’  S e r v i c e s 
Advisory Board (VSAB):   
The Town is looking to 
fill one (1) vacancy on the 
VSAB.   The Board works 
closely with the Town›s 
Veterans› Agent on issues 
pertaining to veterans to 
include but not limited to 
Veterans Day and Memorial 
Day ceremonies, war memo-
rials, veterans› graves or any 
other related areas of con-
cern. 

Z o n i n g  B o a r d  o f 
Appeals:    The Town wish-
es to fill two (2) open-
ings for associate member 
seats on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals.   The ZBA is 
responsible for hearing and 
deciding on applications for 
Special Permits, Variances 
and Appeals from decisions 
of the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer/Building Inspector.

BOARDS from page 4

Feb. 2 – March 16
GRANBY – Once again 

this winter heating season, 
the Granby Lions Club has 
established an Emergency 
Fuel Assistance Fund for 
Granby residents.  This 
fund, titled the “Groundhog 
Fund”, will enable residents 
of Granby to obtain needed 
assistance for fuel to help 
them through the next six 
weeks of winter.  

T h e  L i o n s  C l u b 
G r o u n d h o g  F u n d  w i l l 
begin helping residents on 

February 2 and will continue 
until March 16. 

Residents who would like 
to apply for needed assis-
tance are asked to complete 
an application, and these 
applications are available in 
the Senior Center/Council 
of Aging Office at 10 West 
State St. in Granby from 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm Monday 
through Friday.

The Granby Lions Club 
appreciates the continuing 
support that the community 
of Granby gives to our proj-
ects and activities.  

Granby Lions Club ‘Groundhog 
Fuel Assistance Fund’ 2026

GRANBY – The Granby 
Council on Aging will be 
hosting The Magic of Rich 
Gilbert for a special lunch and 
Magic Show. Lunch will be 
served at 11:30 a.m. for $3, 

a n d  t h e 
M a g i c 
Show will 
begin at noon 
on Wednes-day, 
February 11. 

Come and join the Granby by 
COA for a Magic Show
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to 

Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOW REMOVAL
SNOW REMOVAL

Roof Raking, Small Driveways, Side-
walks Cleaned. Call Tim 413-563-2229.
.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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AUTO BODY
R E E C E  A U T O  B O D Y 
Com plete Auto Body, Paint & 
Repair, auto glass, computerized 
paint matching, also routine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Rd., Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

GUNSMITH
SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS 
Full service full time gunsmith. 
40 Years experience. Located at 
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591. 
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN &  PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel 
H o r s e ,  S c a g ,  J o n s e r e d , 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., Amherst, 
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROOFING
R O B E R T S  R O O F S  C O . , 
INC.  Trus ted  name s ince 
1982. Commercial, industrial, 
res ident ia l .  Specia l iz ing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat roofing. 
Snow Removal. Fully licensed. 
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING,  INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales & 
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs, 
trailer hitches, trailer repairs, 
welding, fabrication, lawnmower 
repairs .  330 Harkness Rd. , 
Amherst. 413-253-4867

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

OFFICE OF
THE SELECT BOARD

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given under 
Chapter 140 of the General Laws 
that Goe Tani Greige of West 
Boylston, MA, has applied for 
a Used Car Dealer’s License - 
Class II for 122 Federal Street, 
Inc. for the purpose of buying 
and selling second-hand motor 
vehicles at 122 Federal Street, 
Belchertown, MA.

A public hearing relative to 
this application will be held on 
Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at 
6:50 p.m. in the Select Boards 
Meeting Room on the first floor 
of Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown, Mas-
sachusetts

SELECT BOARD
Lesa Lessard Pearson, Chair

Jennifer D. Turner
Nicole Miner

Whitney Jorns Kuhnlenz
Jonathan Ritter 

02/05, 02/12/2026

Belchertown Zoning 
Board of Appeals 

Notice of Public Hearing 
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 40A, Section 11 
the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing on Febru-
ary 18, 2026 at 6:00 PM.  

This hearing will be held in the 
Planning Board’s meeting room 
of Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA 

on the application from Robert 
Mileski seeking a special permit 
§145-69; to revert the building 
at 720 Franklin Street (Map 109 
Parcel 51, Zoned AGA/AGB) 
into a two-unit dwelling; §145-
11 Residential Use (2).  A copy of 
the application may be inspected 
at the Town Clerk’s office (Room 
201) 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall, 2 Jabish Street, 
Belchertown, MA. or at website 
https://www.belchertown.org/
commitees/zoning_board_of_
appeals/index.php

Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the time and place desig-
nated.  

Jennifer Sharrow, Chair 
Zoning Board of Appeals  

02/05, 02/12/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS25P0776EA
Estate of: 

Thomas W. McRae
Also known as: 

Thomas William McRae 
Date of Death: 11/13/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Courtney 
S. Pucel of Belchertown, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Courtney S. Pucel of Belcher-
town, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 02/27/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 30, 2026 

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

02/05/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
RIGHT OF WAY MAINTENANCE

As required by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 132B, National 
Grid (New England Power and/or Massachusetts Electric Company) 
hereby gives notice that it intends to selectively apply herbicides along 
specific transmission line rights-of-way in 2026.

The selective use of herbicides to manage vegetation along rights-
of-way is done within the context of an Integrated Vegetation Manage-
ment (IVM) program consisting of mechanical, chemical, natural, and 
cultural components. In right-of-way vegetation management the pest 
or target is vegetation (primarily tall growing) that will cause outages 
and safety issues. National Grid’s IVM program encourages natural 
controls by promoting low growing plant communities that resist inva-
sion by target vegetation. The selective use of herbicides and mechan-
ical controls are the direct techniques used to control target vegetation 
and help establish and maintain natural controls.

National Grid may utilize any of the herbicides noted the MA 
Sensitive Materials list. Rodeo, and possibly one of the following 
herbicides, Arsenal or Arsenal Powerline, will be applied directly to 
the surface of stumps immediately after target vegetation is cut (Cut 
Stump Treatment). Garlon 4 or Garlon 4 Ultra will be applied selec-
tively to the stems of target vegetation using hand-held equipment 
(Basal Treatment and Dormant stem treatment). Krenite S or Rodeo, 
mixed with Escort XP, and one of the following herbicides, Arsenal 
or Arsenal Powerline, or Milestone will be applied selectively to the 
foliage of target vegetation using hand-held equipment (Foliar Treat-

ment). Cambistat as a tree growth regulator. Applications shall not 
commence more than ten days before nor conclude more than ten days 
after the following treatment periods. The herbicide mixes and addi-
tional information about rights of way management in Massachusetts 
can be found here:

https://www.mass.gov/rights-of-way-vegetation-management

Municipalities that have rights-of-way scheduled 
for herbicide treatments in 2026:

Belchertown

TREATMENT PERIODS 
Feb 1–May 30, 2026 	 May 30–Oct 15, 2026 	 Oct 15–Dec 31, 2026
	 CST	 Foliar	 CST
	 Basal	 CST	 Basal
	 Dormant stem 	 Basal 	 Dormant stem
		  Cut stubble

*The exact treatment dates are dependent upon weather conditions
and field crew progress.

Further information may be requested by contacting
(during business hours, Mon–Fri from 8:00 am-4:00 pm):

Mariclaire Rigby, National Grid,
939 Southbridge Street, Worcester, MA 01610.

Telephone: (781) 290-8310 or email: 
mariclaire.rigby@nationalgrid.com

02/05/2026

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ OBITUARY�

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

It is with heavy hearts 
and much sadness that 
we  announce 
t h e  p a s s i n g 
o f  D e b r a  L . 
Slate.   Beloved 
Mom, cherished 
s i s t e r - c o u s -
in-friend.   Deb 
left this earthly 
life with fam-
ily by her side 
on January 24, 
2026, after  a 
hard-fought battle.  Brought 
up in Chicopee, she was 
the daughter of Roland 
( B u d d y )  a n d  L i l l i a n 
(LaPine) Slate.   Deb built 
a life in Belchertown for 
herself and The Light of 
Her Life and Best Friend, 
her son J.C.  Deb earned an 
associate’s degree in busi-
ness from STCC and ful-
filling a lifelong passion of 
service to others, worked 
for over 50 years with spe-
cial needs mentally chal-
lenged clients in a variety 
of settings.

Deb will be remembered 
as a loving mother and 
cherished friend to many, 
whose heartfelt presence 
and kindness enriched 
the lives of those around 
her.   Deb will be greatly 
missed by her loving son, 
J .C.-James Snodgrass , 
Gunner, her faithful dog 
and Lily, her cat, all with 
whom she lived along with 
her sister, Cynthia Ulmer 
of Port St. Lucie, FL, 
many cherished cousins 
and friends, two of whom 
she called her “daughter”, 

Casey Gamache and her 
“second son”, Greg Ely.

D e b  h a d  a 
v e r y  s p e c i a l 
crafting talent 
admired by all, 
creating many 
beautiful hand-
m a d e  i t e m s 
even doing so 
from her hospi-
tal bed.   Deb’s 
h a p p y  p l a c e 
a n d  s o l a c e 

when away from home 
was spending t ime at 
Queen Lake with  the 
“Gal Pals”, Robin, Barb 
and Paula or taking in 
the sights and sounds at 
the   ocean.   Those who 
knew Deb recognized 
what an amazing woman 
she was.   A quiet presence 
yet a staunch advocate for 
all the special people that 
brought so much joy to her 
life including a huge love 
of animals.  

Res t  in  peace  now 
our dear friend.   We love 
you!   A celebration of life 
service will be held at a 
later date in the spring.   In 
lieu of flowers and fulfill-
ing Deb’s love for animals, 
donations can be made to 
the Belchertown Police 
Department K-9 Unit.

Debra L. Slate

DEATH NOTICE 

Debra L. Slate
Died January 24 
Celebration of Life to 
be held in the spring 

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

REGION – Cribbage is 
one of the oldest regularly 
played card games. Created 
by Sir John Suckling in 
the early 17th century, the 
game evolved from the old 
English game “noddy”. 
Although the exact date 
c r ibbage  was  inven t -
ed is unknown, National 
Cribbage Day is celebrated 
yearly on Suckling’s birth-
day, February 10. 

Millions of Americans of 
all ages enjoy cribbage at 
home with family, at bars, 
senior centers and social 
clubs. The most common 
version is played with 
two players using a crib-
bage board with pegs and 
121 holes. The American 
Cribbage Congress (ACC) 
is the governing body 
of cribbage in the United 
States, hosting tournaments 
and maintaining a national 

ranking system. The ACC 
includes more than 5,000 
players of all ages and over 
500 grassroots cribbage 
clubs. In addition the ACC 
has an internet cribbage 
program giving members 
an opportunity to play in 
online tournaments.

Locally, the “Pegging 
Fools” (Club #72) Cribbage 
Club meets every Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 p.m. at St. 
Gregory Armenian Church, 
135 Goodwin St., Indian 
Orchard.   For more infor-
mation about local crib-
bage activities or National 
Cribbage Day events, con-
tact Peter Setian, 413-552-
6336.

The ACC continues to 
promote and grow the game 
of cribbage nationwide and 
on the internet. More infor-
mation is available at www.
cribbage.org.

National Cribbage Day to be 
celebrated Tuesday, Feb. 10
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


