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Youth participate in 
Rec. Department’s 
theater program
BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The future 
of stagecraft was shown to be in 

capable hands on Jan. 29, as the 
Recreation Department’s Readers 
Theater program delivered an 
excellent performance at Town 
Hall.

Four local elementary school-
ers, Chloe, Ella, Hazel and 
Nicholas, put on two short plays, 
one of which they helped to write 
themselves alongside the pro-
gram’s director, Laura Bishop. 
The young thespians brought a 

buoyant energy to their perfor-
mances as they acted out scripts 
that addressed friendship and 
conflict through magic and 
adventure.

Readers Theater is a program 
that “develops reading fluency, 
comprehension, writing skills, 
confidence in speaking, and 
excitement for reading,” accord-

TURLEY PHOTO BY NICK BOONSTRA
Four local elementary schoolers, Chloe, Ella, Hazel and Nicholas, put on two short plays during the Recreation Department’s 
Readers Theater program, one of which they helped to write themselves alongside the program’s director, Laura Bishop.

Readers TheaterReaders Theater
takes the stagetakes the stage

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent 

BELCHERTOWN – Much 
like advertisements from the 
Super Bowl made an impression, 

Belchertown’s Creative Economy 
Coordinator seeks to brand the 
town’s public facing materials. 

The Select Board approved 
that E. Maude Haak-Frendscho, 
in conjunction with other com-

mittees, submit a release designer 
request for proposal for branding 
for the town. 

This RFP would allow for the 
town to get a designer to be able 
to make a template for guides and 

brochures for various uses for the 
town boards and committees. 

I n  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  H a a k -
Frendscho said there have recom-
mendations to create consistent 
public-facing branding materials 

for the town to be used for “small 
businesses, tourism, economic 
development goals and interested 
public information.”

Coordinator working to develop branding standards for town

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com  

GRANBY – The Selectboard 
met to go over the fiscal year 
2025 budgets for several depart-
ments throughout the town, and 
how to ensure all departments 
are accounted for responsibly. 

The Feb. 8 meeting includ-
ed Chair Glen N. Sexton, Clerk 
Crystal Dufresne, and Member 
Richard Beaulieu. They were 
joined by Police Chief Kevin 
O’Grady, Fire Chief Michael 
O’Neil, and Deputy Director of 
Operations Chris Faria.

Police Department budget
O’Grady came to the board 

with the rundown of items need-
ing fixing or replacement, as 
well as discussing the wages for 
officers and pay increases.

Part-time wages increased 
3% and overtime was dis-
cussed with a budget for that. 
O’Grady also provided an infor-
mation technologies update 
and described the need for new 
computers and server.

 “It will allow us to combat 
fallbacks,” O’Grady said. He 
also discussed another fac-
tor that needed upgrading the 
department’s weapons, which 
were old. 

O’Grady  d i scussed  the 
need for accreditation and that 
the weapons were required to 
be owned by the town, which 
would repair and maintain them. 

The department is current-
ly in need of 20 firearms and 

four additional rifles. He also 
brought up the replacement of a 
2019 cruiser and a 2012 explor-
er, which have high mileage and 
are getting old.

Fire Department budget  
O’Neil proposed his depart-

ment’s budget to cover firefight-
ers, EMS and ambulance.

He brought up software main-
tenance line issues, where they 
had been “piggybacking off of 
police department.” They want 
to have an IT company assess 
the software because it crashed, 
and some things became lost. 

The cost of protective gear 
has risen to $5,500, and it needs 
to be considered within the 
budget. O’Neil also brought up 
air packs and a plan to replace 
them every two years in order to 
prevent having to replace many 
all at once. 

Salaries and wages are rising 
across the country, and contracts 
are being reviewed for new pay, 
which went up 5%. The Fire 
Department is also looking to 
hire a seventh full-time fire-
fighter.

Ambulances are in need of a 
few touch-ups regarding tech-
nology, as well as discussing the 
new EMS salaries with the pay 
increase.

Maintenance 
Department budget

Faria was present to discuss 
budget matters for the mainte-
nance department and the vari-

SB discusses budgets 
for next fiscal year

Author provides 
presentation of the 
history of the New 
England Patriots
BY RYAN DRAGO
Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The Clapp 
Memorial Library welcomed 
author and sportswriter Martin 
Gitlin to present a unique sports 

history presentation titled, “From 
Doormats to Dynasty: History 
of the Perennial Powerhouse 
Patriots.”

The team featured for Gitlin’s 
presentation is a team unique to 
the region of New England, The 
Patriots. 

Gitlin provided a series of sto-
ries, notes and clips featuring the 
history of New England’s beloved 
professional football team. The 
history dates back to the 1960’s 
during the days of the American 
Football League before their 

From Doormats to Dynasty

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
The Clapp Memorial Library hosted author and sportswriter Martin Gitlin and his 
presentation of the history of the perennial powerhouse New England Patriots, 

merger with the National Football 
League and became the American 
Football Conference.

The presentation highlighted 
memorable moments and play-
ers during the early years of the 
Patriots organization making a 
name for themselves in profes-
sional football. Gitlin shared a 
clip from 1961 where the Patriots 
got away with a win while a fan 
came onto the field during the last 
play of the game. 

Clips also featured memorable 
players for the Patriots back in the 
1960s and 1970s including Gino 
Cappelletti, Jim Plunkett and 

Please see STAGE, page 3

Please see BRANDING, page 5

Please see GRANBY, page 5

Please see DYNASTY, page 4
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/24

TURN 
YOUR 
GOLD 
INTO 

CA$H!

Climate Controlled Units 
Available

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

New Owners

Silvana Della Camera will 
present at monthly meeting

The monthly meeting of the Quabbin Photo 
Group will be held via Zoom on Feb. 26, at 7 p.m. 
with Silvana Della Camera, MNEC, presenting on 
“The Power of Black & White.”

Black and white photographs pack a forceful 
unnerving impact. Photos that deliver a timeless 
punch evoke nostalgia & inspire a lingering gaze. 

When we think of this artistic style, the greats 

come to mind; Henri Cartier-Bresson, Ansel Adams, 
Dorothea Lange, among many others. The intensity 
of black and white is achieved through the clarity of 
a view without color. 

By mastering colorless imagery, the subject of 
your photo becomes larger than the image itself. 
In this presentation, you will learn techniques of 
abstract realism.

The meeting is open to the public and guests can 
contact Gail Platz for the Zoom link at gspqpg@
gmail.com.

❚ COMMUNITY 

Black and white photographs will be explored at Quabbin 
Photo Group’s meeting this month.

The Power of Black & White

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Silvana Della Camera will be the featured presenter at the 
Feb. 26 Quabbin Photo Group monthly meeting.

Thursday, Feb. 15
• 8  a .m .  –  Conse rva t i on 

Commission – Feb. 12 meeting
• 10 a.m. – Planning Board – 

Feb. 13 meeting
• 7  p . m .  –  E n e rg y  a n d 

Sustainability – Channel 192
• 7  p .m .  –  Conse rva t i on 

Commission – Feb. 12 meeting
• 9 p.m. – Planning Board – Feb. 

13 meeting

Friday, Feb. 16
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 9  a .m .  –  Hope  Un i t ed 

Methodist Church
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 6  p .m.  –  Hope  Un i t ed 

Methodist Church

Saturday, Feb. 17
• 8 a.m. – Clapp Library: Lego 

Dan
• 9:30 a.m. – Hospice: What is 

It?
• 11 a.m.  – Hospice: Grief
• 12:30 p.m. – Hospice: Making 

the Right Choice
• 4:30 p.m. – Clapp Library: 

Lego Dan
• 7 p.m. – Hospice: What is it?
• 8:30 p.m. – Hospice: Grief
• 10 p.m. – Hospice: Making the 

Right Choice

Sunday, Feb. 18
• 4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Roman 

Catholic Church
• 6 p.m. – Christ Community 

Church
• 7  p .m.  –  Hope  Un i t ed 

Methodist Church

Monday, Feb. 19
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 9 a.m. – Nipmuck Corn 

Harvier
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 6:30 p.m. – Select Board – 

Channel 191

Tuesday, Feb. 20
• 8  a .m .  –  Hope  Un i t ed 

Methodist Church
• 6 p.m. – School Committee – 

Channel 192
• 7  p . m .  –  C o m m u n i t y 

Preservation Committee – 
Channel 191

• 9 p.m. Hope United Methodist 
Church

Wednesday, Feb. 21
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 6 p.m.  – BEDIC
• 7 p.m. – Zoning Board of 

Appeals 

Belchertown Community 
TV Schedule Highlights

BELCHERTOWN – On 
Saturday, Feb. 24, at 10 a.m., 
the Belchertown Democratic 
Town Committee will hold a 
caucus at Town Hall to elect 
delegates to the 2024 State 
D e m o c r a t i c  C o nve n t i o n , 
where Democrats from across 
Massachusetts will gather to 
endorse candidates for statewide 
office. 

This year’s convention will 
take place on June 1 at the DCU 
Center in Worcester.  

Registered and preregistered 
Democrats in Belchertown may 

vote and be elected as delegates 
or alternates during the caucus. 
Young people (ages 16 to 35), 
people with disabilities, people 
of color, and members of the 
LGBTQ+ community not elect-
ed as delegates or alternates are 
encouraged to apply to be add-
on delegates at the caucus or by 
visiting massdems.org. 

Those interested in attend-
ing the caucus can sign up on 
the BDTC’s website at www.
belchertowndemocrats.org or 
via email at belchertowndemo-
crats@gmail.com.

Belchertown Democrats to elect 
delegates to State Convention

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Belchertown resident and photog-
rapher, Mark Lindhult, is having 
an exhibit of his photographs at 
the Clapp Memorial Library for 
the month of February. 

There will be 16 photos on 
display with half illustrating the 
changing nature of light in the 
Quabbin Reservoir and the others 
showcasing area birds and wild-

life. Lindhult has had numerous 
exhibits in area galleries and has 
given permission to nonprofits to 
use his images such as the Friends 
of Quabbin, the Kestrel Land 
Trust and Massachusetts Rivers 
Alliance. 

Lindhult will be giving a lec-
ture at the library on the funda-
mentals of photography and com-
position on Saturday, Feb. 24, at 

2 p.m. and running a workshop 
on Saturday, March 2, at 2 p.m. 
in preparation for the upcoming 
Belchertown photography con-
test. Budding photographers of 
all ages are welcome whether you 
are using a phone or a mirrorless 
camera. 

You can see more examples 
of Lindhult’s photographs at 
marklindhult.com. 

Lindhult’s photography featured at library

ing to the program’s listing on 
the Belchertown Recreation 
Department website.

Bishop said that this was 
the program’s first session in 
Belchertown, and that she also 
runs the Recreation Department’s 
Outdoor Learners program, 
which is beginning a new ses-
sion this month and has listings 
available for March and April 
as well. Bishop also planned to 
have another session of Readers 
Theater starting up soon.

The first story performed on 
Monday, entitled “The Lost 
Angel”, was a heartwarming hol-
iday-themed tale of a Christmas 
angel that runs away from home 
after suffering a broken wing, 
thinking that her family would 
no longer want her for their tree. 
Fortunately, the angel is tracked 
down, fixed up, and restored to 
her rightful place atop the tree, 
secure in the knowledge that she 
was always loved by her family.

The second short play was enti-
tled “Heroes vs. Villains”, and 
was developed by the four actors 

themselves. 
In the show, the lightsa-

ber-wielding protagonist, Luke, 
is attacked by the Evil Serena, 
who believes Luke to be respon-
sible for the destruction of her 
home. Luke and the Princesses 
Grace and Jasmine track down 
Serena, and the trio explain to her 
that what happened to her home 
was not Luke’s 
fau l t  a t  a l l , 
but rather the 
work of a cer-
tain Professor 
Applesauce.

As much as participation in 
these plays boosted the perform-
ers’ levels of confidence and com-
prehension, the stories themselves 
were also imparting valuable les-
sons about acceptance, conflict 
resolution and cooperation.

All four performers said they 
had already acted onstage before 
participating in this program, 

experience that shone through 
during the shows. All four also 
expressed an excitement to con-
tinue with acting as they grow up. 

Parents and community mem-
bers interested in the Recreation 
Department’s offerings can go 
online to https://belchertownma.
myrec.com/info/default.aspx for 
more information. 

STAGE from page 1
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Welcome KELLY N. 
POULIOT, O.D.

1504 North Main St., Palmer, MA 01069 • 413.283.3511 • fax 413.283.5396 • 362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA 01056 • 413-589.7308 • fax 413.547.8933

KELLY KELLY &&  
VELAZQUEZVELAZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, PETER J. KELLY, M.D.M.D.
LEONARD J. VELAZQUEZ, LEONARD J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.O.D.

Dr. Pouliot is a board-certified 
Optometrist who joined 
Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center
 in January 2024. She graduated 
from the Ramapo College of New Jersey 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Biology. She received her 
Doctorate degree from the Pennsylvania College  
of Optometry at Salus University.

Dr. Pouliot has had over two thousand patient 
encounters upon completion of her clinical 
externships in the following specialties:
   • Contact Lenses (Jacksonville, NC)
   • Ocular Diseases (Johnson City, TN)
   • VA Hospital (St. Cloud, MN)
   • Low Vision Rotation (Philadelphia, PA)

Dr. Pouliot has a special interest in ocular/systemic 
diseases and other ocular emergencies. She is a 
member of the American Optometric Association 
and the Massachusetts Society of Optometrists. She 
is a native of the Pioneer Valley. She enjoys traveling 
and spending time with friends and family.

Accepting 
New Patients

John Hannah. Throughout the presentation, 
Gitlin would ask his audience trivia ques-
tions about Patriots players and the history 
of the team, wanting to test the knowledge 
of dedicated fans. 

Gitlin showed clips of unforgettable 
moments in Patriots football, some posi-
tive and some negative. For example, the 
infamous roughing the passer call during 
a 1976 playoff game between the Patriots 
and the Raiders. 

Looking back, the call has been ques-
tioned over the years and eventually 
viewed as a bad call and cost the Patriots 
the game. 

In 1978, a pre-season game highlighted 
a sore moment in Patriots history when 
Darryl Stingley, wide receiver for the New 
England Patriots, was knocked out by The 
Oakland Raiders defensive back, Jack 
Tatum and never walked off the field. 

Stingley was unfortunately paralyzed 
from the hit and spent the rest of his life 
as a quadriplegic. His whole profession-
al football career he played for the New 
England Patriots. 

The next player mentioned in the pre-
sentation was Patriots quarterback, Steve 
Grogan. For years, Grogan in the history 
of the Patriots was viewed as the “2nd best 
quarterback” of the Patriots. He played 
from 1975-1990. Grogan always had a 
love-hate kind of relationship with Patriots’ 
fans. 

During Grogan’s time with the team, 
the Patriots shocked the sports world and 
managed to win the AFC conference cham-
pionship and appear in the Super Bowl for 
the first time in 1985. Despite experiencing 
a blowout loss to the Chicago Bears, Gitlin 
believed the 1985 Patriots was a phenome-
nal football team.

In the 1990s, the Patriots got another 
chance at a Super Bowl by appearing in 
1996 against the Green Bay Packers with 

Drew Bledsoe as their quarterback. It was 
another year where the Patriots had a great 
season, but once again came up short in the 
biggest football game of the year. 

The next part of Gitlin’s presentation 
was where the team transformed from a 
“doormat” to an eventual sports dynasty. 

In 2001, the infamous injury of Drew 
Bledsoe was a scary moment for the fans 
and the whole team. However, the injury 
opened up the window of opportunity for 
backup quarterback Tom Brady. 

Gitlin could only define Brady as great-
ness. Some clips in the presentation were 
from some of the Super Bowl games fea-
turing Brady giving nothing but a clutch 
performance in those games. Gitlin’s favor-
ite moment is the Patriots’ comeback in 
Super Bowl LI against the Atlanta Falcons. 

“I knew they were still going to win even 
though being down 28-3 in the third quar-
ter,” said Gitlin. 

It is still debated by millions of sports 
fans around the world, but Gitlin believes 

that many fans have accepted that Tom 
Brady is the greatest of all time. 

Gitlin held a questions and answer peri-
od after his presentation and talked about 
some of his published books as an author. 
In 2020, Gitlin released a book called “The 
Ultimate Boston Red Sox Time Machine 
Book”. 

Gitlin is originally from Cleveland, Ohio 
and loves sports and writing. He first start-
ed writing in high school and continued 
writing while attending Ohio University. 

Gitlin started writing his own books in 
2002 and was a sportswriter for the NFL 
in the newspaper field. He also covered the 
Cleveland Browns for CBS Sports from 
2009-2012. 

Gitlin now resides in New England and 
does about 40 presentations a month. One 
of his favorite memories in New England 
was going to Fenway Park at the age of 10 
in 1967 to see a Red Sox game, which is 
often known as “The Impossible Dream” 
season. 

DYNASTY from page 1

GRANBY – Early in-person voting for 
the Presidential Primary on March 5, will 
be held at the Carnegie Building (old pub-
lic library) located at One Library Lane 
on Saturday, Feb. 24 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
Monday through Thursday, Feb. 26-29 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; and Friday, March 1 
from 9 a.m.-noon.

Early voting by mail requires no excuse 
this is “voting by will” the last day to file 
a “Vote By Mail” and an Absentee by Mail 
application for the March 5 Presidential 
Primary is 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27.

If you did not receive an application 
from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
Elections Division, you may download 
an application by going online to www.
granby-ma.gov under the Town Clerk 
Department, or at www.sec.state.ma.us.  
You may also email the completed appli-
cation with your signature on it to: town-
clerk@granby-ma.gov this would be the 
quickest way for your application to be 
received.

Voters must have one of the follow-
ing reasons to apply for Absentee Ballot. 
Absentee Voting ends on Monday, March 
4, at noon in the Town Clerk’s office.

A registered voter who is absent from 
the voter’s city or town during normal poll-
ing hours

A registered voter with a physical dis-

ability 
Religious belief
A non-registered voter who is absent 

from the state
An active member of the armed forces or 

merchant marines, their spouse or depen-
dent

A person confined in a correctional 
facility or a jail, except if by reason of fel-
ony conviction.

Voter registration  
 If you are not a registered voter and 

wish to participate in the March 5 
Presidential Primary the last day to register 
to vote for the Primary is Saturday, Feb. 
24 at the Carnegie Building from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. and from 3-5 p.m. at the Town Clerk’s 
office.

You may register anytime during regular 
office hours in the Town Clerks office, you 
may also pick up mail in voter registration 
forms at the Granby Post Office, or Granby 
Public Library, or register online with a 
valid MA Driver’s License or Mass ID 
by going to our town website www.gran-
by-ma.gov under Town Clerk Department 
-voter registration.  

Mail in forms must be postmarked by 
Feb. 24 to be eligible to participate in the 
Presidential Primary. If you are not sure 
of your voter status, please call the Town 

Clerk’s office for verification.

Nomination papers
Any person interested in seeking elected 

office in Granby must take out nomination 
papers from the town clerk no later than 
Thursday, March 28 to be placed on the 
Monday, May 20 ballot. Please visit www.
granby-ma.gov for all the positions that 
will be on the May ballot look under the 
town clerk department.

Dog licenses
Don’t forget to license your dog, accord-

ing to town bylaws, Chapter IV. 
The cost is $6 for spayed, neutered, pup-

pies and senior dogs over 10 years, and 
$15 for others. To avoid a $25 late charge 
fee, dogs should be licensed by May 1.

If you wish you may get a license by 
mail, please include a copy of the rabies 
vaccination or call the clerk’s office for 
verification, a self-addressed envelope with 
two stamps, a check made payable to the 
Town of Granby, and mail to Town Clerk, 
215 B West State St., Granby, MA 01033.

Any questions or concerns can be direct-
ed to Kathy Kelly-Regan at the Granby 
Town Clerks office by calling 413-467-
7178.

Town Clerk shares info about voting, elections and more
❚ GRANBY 

Lions Club offers 
‘Groundhog Fuel 
Assistance Fund’ 

GRANBY – Once again this win-
ter heating season, the Granby Lions 
Club has established an Emergency Fuel 
Assistance Fund for Granby residents.  

This fund, titled the “Groundhog 
Fund,” will enable residents of Granby 
to obtain needed assistance for fuel to 
help them through the next six weeks of 
winter.  

The Lions Club Groundhog Fund will 
begin helping residents on Feb. 2 and 
will continue until March 16. 

 Residents who would like to apply 
for needed assistance are asked to com-
plete an application and these applica-
tions are available in the Senior Center/
Council of Aging Office at 10 West State 
St. from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday through 
Friday; and at the Office of the Town 
Clerk at 215B West State St. from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and from 9 a.m.-noon on Friday.

The Granby Lions Club appreciates 
the continuing support that the commu-
nity of Granby gives to its projects and 
activities.  
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR
♥ HEART MONTH! ♥

Fresh Asparagus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2.99lb. 

Fresh Driscoll Blueberries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2 for $7 

Broccoli Crowns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99lb.

Lemons Extra Large .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5 for $3
Fuji Apples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.49lb.

Cara Cara Navel Oranges – 
Red Flesh .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 99¢ea.

Boar’s Head Sweet Slice Ham  .  . $10.99lb.

Boar’s Head 
Smoked Gouda Cheese .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8.99lb.

Specials February 14 – 20

Think Spring!Think Spring!
                          Sunny                           Sunny 

Mini DaffodilsMini Daffodils

English PrimroseEnglish Primrose
VIBRANT 
COLORS
4 inch pots 4 inch pots $3.99$3.99

4 Inch Pots 4 Inch Pots $3.99$3.99

From Randall’s Kitchen
ENTREES READY TO 

HEAT & SERVE
Lenten Specials

Friday Features
Clam Chowder & 

Cheese Tortellini Soup
Fresh Grilled Salmon

New England Baked Haddock

PRESIDENTS WEEK SPECIAL
Fresh Baked 
Apple & 
Cherry Pies
10 inch size 10 inch size 

$1.00 Off $1.00 Off 
Regular PriceRegular Price

New Spring New Spring 
Garden FlagsGarden Flags

2024 Garden Seeds
Have Arrived!

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

The idea stemmed from a plan to 
develop an annual farm brochure with 
the Agricultural Commission and then 
expanded to include the creation of a 
template.

Haak-Frendscho said the template 
would allow “both flexibility for a 
range of uses while also giving con-
sistency to the look and feel of the 
material in a way that will make it 
attractive for those variety of uses.”

Select Board member Peg Louraine 
asked if the form would be able to be 
customized.

Haak-Frendscho said there could 
customization from icon, color or 
visual that would distinguish between 

different groups, but would have 
“shared visual language and would 
have flexibility for a range of media.”

Se lec t  Board  member  Lesa 
Lessard-Pearson emphasized the 
importance that Haak-Frendscho work 
with the Communications Committee 
to create the template.

“I feel uncomfortable about doing 
that unless you’re working in part-
nership with the Communication 
Committee, they’ve done a ton of 
work. I don’t want there to be two 
different streams working on the same 
goals,” she said. 

Louraine added that she thinks it 
would be important to speak with the 
Belchertown Fair Committee as well. 

Select Board member Ron Aponte 

asked Haak-Frendscho to explain the 
scope of the project.

“This would not be the entirety of 
branding for all external communica-
tions,” she said. “This is for templates 
for guides and brochures.”

Lessard-Pearson asked for Haak-
Frendscho to create a document 
explaining the branding standards. 

Select Board Chair Ed Boscher said 
this part of the process is the first step 
in the process.

“Obviously there is a lot more 
stuff that needs to happen before this 
gets final approval,” he said. “But I 
think as Maude is looking for a vote 
tonight, I think it makes sense.”

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

BRANDING from page 1

ous items that need repairs.
Their tractor requires some service 

in order for continued work on the 10 
baseball and softball fields. Faria gave 
the total for both the repairs and a new 
set of blades.

Wage increases, water licenses and 
tests for water sources are the next 
steps for improvement that require 
room within the budget. 

An internal tank inspection is 
required at the library (the first one 

was done at the Fire Department), as 
it has to happen on a five-year rotation 
for safety reasons.

The department’s Ford F150 truck 
requires repairs, but there is concern 
that it may only get another year out 
of it. The board discussed replacing it 
now and what that would look like for 
the budget, and its positive effects for 
the department. 

Other budgets 
The board went on to discuss vari-

ous other departments and areas that 

needed to be discussed for budget 
adjustments including the selectman’s 
budget, and the computer budget so 
that an IT professional can analyze 
and improve it.

The audit and personnel budgets 
will remain relatively the same, and 
they were looking at increasing the 
Board of Appeals’ budget for the sake 
of increased advertising. 

They continued to discuss various 
other departments and town organiza-
tions that need updates, and approved 
of various adjustments as needed.

GRANBY from page 1

❚ AMHERST 

GRANBY – Join the Granby Free 
Public Library, 297 East State St., to 
play the game of Kings and Queens at 
Chess Club with local chess enthusi-
ast, Andrew Freidman on Thursdays 
from 3:30-5 p.m., Feb. 22, 29 March 
7,14 and 21.

For ages 10-18. The club will start 

from square one. 
Everyone can join and sign up at 

the door. Each class is limited to 14 
players.

The Chess Club is generously spon-
sored by the Friends of the Granby 
Library. All library programs are free 
of charge and open to the public.

For more information, call the 
library at 413-467-3320 during 
open hours. The hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 10:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m., Thursday from 10:30 
a.m.- 7 p.m. and Saturday from 10:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m.         

Chess Club begins for Tweens and Teens

AMHERST – The Amherst Area 
Chamber of Commerce regretfully 
announces the resignation of Executive 
Director, Claudia Pazmany, effective 
Feb. 28. 

Pazmany has led the chamber for the 
past five and a half years, growing it to 
over 400 members while leading the 
chamber through the pandemic. The 
chamber will launch a search for its 
next Executive Director immediately.

“I believe in the power of a cham-
ber, its ability and power to connect, 
collaborate and be a true catalyst for 
change and growth in the business 
community; I especially believe in 
our Amherst Area Chamber and all its 
capacity to connect the communities 
it serves. I arrived to this position with 
a commitment to bringing the cham-
ber to its full potential. Together, we 
have accomplished that while redefin-
ing what true partnership looks like. I 
look forward to seeing its next stages 
of growth while I return to the field 
of philanthropy, to which I am steadi-
ly drawn,” said Pazmany in a press 

release.
With Pazmany’s help, the Amherst 

Area Chamber has built a strong foun-
dation with deeply rooted partnerships 
year after year and a dedicated staff 
focused on meeting the needs of its 
members and the business community. 

The chamber has been proud to host 
valuable events for members and the 
broader community to network, enjoy 
incredible locations in the Greater 
Amherst area, and meet new people. 
Events such as Margarita Madness, 
the annual golf tournament and the A+ 
Awards have all grown in recent years. 

Under Pazmany’s leadership, the 
chamber has established a Diversity 
Equity and Inclusion task force and 
has advocated with local town gov-
ernments on items of interest to our 
members. The Chamber has continued 
its outreach to members in an effort 
to promote their businesses through 
workshops and monthly Arrive at 5’s 
networking events.

In 2023 Pazmany was recognized 
along with Gabrielle Gould from 

the Amherst Business Improvement 
District, as a Difference Maker for 
their joint work on COVID relief for 
small businesses. Pazmany brought 
in critical funding to support the 
Chamber and area tourism, launching 
the “What’s Next Greater Amherst” 
marketing campaign.

Heidi Flanders, president of the 
Chamber’s Board of Directors, assured 
members and the community that the 
chamber remains dedicated to its mis-
sion throughout this leadership change, 
stated, “As the chamber works through 
the transition, the office will be fully 
staffed and we expect all programs and 
events to continue as scheduled. The 
chamber board and our robust commit-
tees will be assisting the chamber staff 
to ensure continuity. We want to wish 
Claudia thebest as she pursues the next 
chapter in her journey and returns to 
her roots in philanthropy.

For more information about the 
Executive Director position, email 
info@amherstarea.com.

Executive Director Claudia Pazmany 
announces resignation from chamber
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BY REBECCA EDWARDS, DIRECTOR, 
Drug Free Communities Grant,
Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance.

My name is Rebecca Edwards, and I 
recently joined the Town of Ware 
and Quaboag Hills Substance Use 

Alliance’s prevention team to direct their 
Drug Free Communities grant. 

Because this work is a community effort, 
I am taking this opportunity to introduce 
myself and share a bit about the work on 
which I hope we will partner. 

The Drug Free Communities Support 
Program is a 10-year, federal grant man-
aged by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.  While the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance works across the 
spectrum of prevention, treatment and 
recovery in 18 towns in the region, our 
grant specifically focuses on teen substance 
use prevention in Ware, Warren, and West 
Brookfield. 

What I mean by prevention is using evi-
dence-based strategies and activities to help 
young people make healthier decisions by 
avoiding substances or by delaying first use 
for as long as possible.

We ideally want young people to delay 
using substances because research tells us 
that the longer they wait, the less likely 
they are to develop a dependent relation-
ship with substances. If someone can wait 
until their brain is fully developed, around 
the age of 25, then they significantly reduce 
their chance of becoming addicted. 

This is because the brain is like a puzzle, 
and from birth until 25 years old, puzzle 
pieces in the brain are coming together. 
When a substance such as alcohol, nicotine 
or cannabis is introduced during that brain 
development timeframe, the chemicals of 
that substance becomes part of the puzzle, 
making that puzzle piece harder to remove. 

Once the brain is fully developed and its 
puzzle pieces are all in place, substances 
can be introduced with less risk. That said, 
using substances at any time of life is risky, 
and the type of substance, the frequency of 
use and potency of the substance all factor 
into how risky something is. 

To make progress in reducing teen sub-
stance use, we implement evidence-based 
strategies. Gone are the days of “Just Say 
No.” 

We have much more nuanced and sci-
ence-based approaches now; for example, 
we know that teens listen to their care-
givers, even if it seems like they don’t. 
Therefore, talking about substances reg-
ularly at home and setting clear boundar-
ies and expectations does have a positive 
impact. 

Another example of an evidence-based 
strategy is something called the positive 
social norms approach. This basically 
means that a lot more young people are 
choosing not to use substances than people 
think; teens and adults tend to overestimate 
how many youth are using substances. 

We collect data and then share back 
some of the good news. If a teen realizes 

how many of their peers are actually mak-
ing good choices, it’s easier for that person 
to jump on the positive bandwagon and 
make a good choice, too.

Youth mental health is another critical 
aspect of our work. Again, we implement 
evidence-based strategies to support teens’ 
sense of belonging, inclusion, and safety in 
their communities. 

We support programs and experiences 
that give teens hope for their future adult-
hood, as that also encourages healthy 
choices and mental wellness while being a 
teenager. It is a large task, but one we know 
is a pressing need in today’s world. 

Teen substance use prevention is not just 
youth work. Sure, we love working with 
teens and hope to do a lot of it! But this is 
truly communitywide work, because every-
one in the community can play an import-
ant role. 

Everyone can reduce access to harmful 
substances by safely storing medications 
and substances in their homes in a locking 
medicine box or by storing them up and 
out of sight. Limiting access is a proven 
strategy. 

The community can host town-wide 
events which are substance-free. Store 
owners can post clear signs about carding 
practices and follow those rules steadfastly. 

Adults can make the choice not to pro-
vide underage people with alcohol, nicotine 
or cannabis products or other substances.  
Everyone can educate themselves about the 
current substance landscape in order to be 
a source of knowledge and model healthy 
choices.

The Drug Free Communities team, along 
with the Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance, is here to support individuals, 
families, schools, and the community at 
large. We are happy to organize trainings 
on a wide variety of topics, including par-
enting, cannabis and the developing brain, 
nicotine cessation, Youth Mental Health 
First Aid, how to reverse an opioid over-
dose, etc. 

We take topic requests because we are 
here to meet your needs. We also can offer 
TIPS trainings to bars and restaurants who 
want their servers trained in responsible 
serving practices. We provide free nalox-
one, also known as Narcan, to anyone who 
wants it.

We are looking to grow our network and 
find more parents/caregivers, teens, and 
community members to partner with. If 
anything above interests you or you would 
like to talk more, please reach out to me, 
Rebecca Edwards, at redwards@townof-
ware.com.

About QHSUA

The Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance is celebrating its 10th year anni-
versary as a coalition in 2024.

The Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance (https://qhsua.org/); a region-

Drug Free Communities project work

Gardening questions 
that pose a challenge

A recent visit to mom’s house prompted the fol-
lowing question about poinsettias.  

Now, don’t worry, I haven’t forgotten what 
the date is. Sure, the poinsettia hasn’t been in it’s glory 
for a few weeks now, but that doesn’t mean she is 
going to give up on it. 

You see, my mother likes a challenge, especially 
when it comes to plants. She wanted some advice on 
how to encourage new healthy growth before trying to 
coax it into re-bloom next fall.  

Read on to learn how it’s done:
In early April cut back the plant to eight inches. 

Fertilize with an all-purpose houseplant fertilizer once 
a month. New growth should appear by the end of 
May.  

After the danger of frost has passed, move the plant 
outdoors. Continue to water but increase fertilization 
to every two weeks.  

Pinch plants in late June or early July to promote 
bushy growth. At this time you may also wish to repot 
the poinsettia.  Select a pot one size larger, filling 
around the root ball with a good potting soil.  

Bring the plant indoors as temperatures fall in late 
summer.

The poinsettia is photoperiodic, and long nights 
of uninterrupted darkness encourage it to bloom.  In 
greenhouses, growers go to great lengths to withhold 
light, as even small amounts can delay or stop the 
plant from setting bud.  

At home, putting the plant in the closet for 14 hours 
each night is your best bet. Setting a reminder alarm or 
making a note helps to keep on track.  

Most people get on a 5 p.m.-8 a.m. schedule begin-
ning Oct. 1 and continue it for eight-10 weeks until 
color shows on the bracts. Night temperatures should 
be no higher than 70 degrees or flowering may be 
delayed.  

This all sounds fairly straight forward. I think the 
biggest frustration for her over the years has been 
missing a night of darkness, especially near the end of 
the routine.  

Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t. Still 
fun to try, however.

A friend of mine recently asked what I thought of 
the cloth grow bags that are all the rage right now. 
Although I haven’t used them myself, another friend, 
Chris, has been gardening up a storm the last few years 
using these bags.  

She has an amazing flower border that you would 
think is growing in the ground, but it is a collection 
of dozens of bags in various sizes, holding everything 
from cannas to dahlias, zinnias and marigolds. She has 
great success with potatoes and other vegetables, too.  

Read on to learn about the benefits of these bags.
I guess the one benefit that I never thought of is 

breathability. Because the fabric is permeable there is 
good air exchange, the roots grow to the edge, are air-
pruned and branch out.  

This is altogether different than plastic or glazed 
ceramic pots that don’t breathe and encourage tangles 
of roots that encircle the pot eventually becoming 
bound. When a plant is root bound, it suffers until it is 
repotted; not so with grow bags!  

Another pro would be drainage. The grow bags hold 
only what moisture the soil can hold and the rest of it 
drains away. Sure, the flip side is that you will need to 
water often in times of drought, but it’s nice to know 
that if we have another summer like we did last year, 
the plants won’t rot, either.

Other more obvious benefits include portability, 
heat resistance and ease of storage. If you purchase 
bags with handles, you can move them around the yard 
much easier than you could if the plants were in heavy 
pots.  

The bags weigh next to nothing compared to clay 
or ceramics. Grow bags also do not heat up the way 
glazed or plastic pots do; roots are cooler and the 
plants are happier. 

When the season is over, you can wash the bags and 
flatten to store. Most brands say that they last for four-
five seasons or longer with good care. 

Do some research to pair the size bag you use with 
the plants you are growing.  A quick check gleaned 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Please see GARDEN, page 7 Please see PROJECT, page 19
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Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

Mobil 1TM Advanced 
Full Synthetic 
Motor Oil
5 qt.

SAVE
UP TO
35%

$3499
/each

$729
/each

1 qt.

How is my Social Security 
benefit calculated?

Dear Rusty: 
I appreciate your recent article dispelling 

the myth that politicians have stolen Social 
Security money. 

As a Certified Public Accountant, I dis-
pel this myth repeatedly to clients, who 
falsely claim SS funds have been raided. 
But another thing I deal with often is how 
SS benefits are calculated. I know the for-
mula for determining each person’s ben-
efit amount is complex, but I have had to 
explain numerous times that those, who put 
the most into Social Security get the lowest 
rate of return and those who put the least in 
get the highest return based on the way the 
benefit formula is structured. 

I get tired of people complaining that 
monthly Social Security payments are 
higher for retired doctors and other highly 
paid individuals. Can you please explain 
how Social Security is weighted in favor of 
lower income workers? 

Signed: Tired of the Misunderstandings
 
Dear Tired:
Please don’t be frustrated. Because of 

the program’s complexity, Social Security 
is prone to misunderstanding and educating 
the misinformed is an important profes-
sional duty we share. Here’s how each per-
son’s SS benefit is determined:

The first thing to know is that each per-
son’s SS retirement benefit is not based on 
their financial contributions to the program. 
Social Security’s purpose is to provide a 
benefit, which replaces a portion of the 

person’s pre-retirement income, so the SS 
benefit is based on actual lifetime earn-
ings, not on the payroll taxes withheld from 
those earnings. 

Social Security has your lifetime earn-
ings record, obtained annually from the 
IRS and that record determines your 
“Primary Insurance Amount.” Your “PIA” 
is initially determined in your eligibility 
year usually age 62 and is the amount you 
will get if you claim for benefits to start 
exactly at your Full Retirement Age. 

To develop your PIA, Social Security 
first adjusts (indexes) each year of your 
lifetime earnings up to the annual payroll 
tax cap to account for inflation. They then 
select the 35 inflation-adjusted years in 
which you earned the most, from which 
they compute your average monthly earn-
ings over your lifetime, this is called your 
Average Indexed Monthly Earnings. They 
then break your AIME into three segments, 
the first of which includes a majority of 
and possibly all of  your AIME. 

They then take a percentage of each 
segment and total those three amounts to 
determine your PIA. The first segment is 
the largest and 90% of that first segment 
contributes most of your PIA. Smaller per-
centages of the other two segments (32% 
and 15% respectively if your AIME is 
higher), are then added to the first com-
putation to arrive at your full PIA - the 
amount you get if you start benefits in the 
month you reach your FRA. Note that since 
most of the PIA comes from the first large 
segment of each person’s AIME, lower 
income workers get a higher percentage of 
their lifetime average monthly amount.  

Since benefits are based on earnings, 
those with lower lifetime earnings do, 
indeed, get a smaller benefit than those 
with higher average lifetime earnings, but 
the percentage of pre-retirement replace-
ment income lower income workers receive 

is higher than for those with higher month-
ly average lifetime earnings. The Social 
Security benefit for lower income workers 
is typically about 40% of their pre-retire-
ment average monthly income, while those 
with higher lifetime average earnings may 
get a benefit as little as 20% of their aver-
age monthly pre-retirement earnings. 

In that sense, the Social Security ben-
efit formula is progressive and weight-
ed in favor of lower income workers. 
Nevertheless, albeit a smaller replacement 
percentage, higher income workers receive 
a higher monthly SS benefit because of 
their higher lifetime earnings. Even so, 
those higher earners did, indeed, contribute 
more payroll taxes from their higher earn-
ings. 

So, each person’s SS retirement bene-
fit amount is a percentage of their pre-re-
tirement income. Coincidently, those with 
higher pre-retirement income also contrib-
uted more to the Social Security program 
than did those with lower earnings. But 
their higher SS benefit amount is based on 
their higher pre-retirement earnings, not 
on payroll taxes paid from those higher 
earnings. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

that 10 gallon bags are good for three seed 
potatoes or a single indeterminate tomato 
plant.  Bush type tomatoes would grow 
well in a seven gallon pot. 

Also research the best potting soil or 
compost mixes to use; there are many out 
there. Chris uses a blend and uses organic 
fertilizers, crediting that to her success.

The apple may not fall far from the tree.  
Mom likes her challenges, and I like mine. 

I think trying out grow bags is in my near 
(gardening) future.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

Fox sparrow

I received an email from a birder in 
Brimfield, who sends bird updates 
on a regular basis. 

He reported an acquaintance in 
Hardwick have five fox sparrows vis-
iting their yard this winter. He said, 
“Lucky them, I only see one or two fox 
sparrows in the yard during migration 
and didn’t see any this year.”

The fox sparrow is a large sparrow 
about 7 inches in length. It has rufous 
streaking and a gray head and back. 
The tail and rump are reddish brown 
and the underparts whitish with brown 
streaking. There is a central, irregular 
shaped dot on the breast

Like many sparrows, it feeds on the 
ground eating seeds, fruits and insects. 
It jumps forward and back pulling up 
ground debris to uncover food beneath. 
It may come to feeders where seed is 
scattered on the ground. 

Fox sparrows inhabit deciduous or 
coniferous woods, brushy areas and 
wood edges. Their song is a short series 
of clear, melodious whistles. 

The female lays four to six light blue 
green eggs in a cup like nest of grasses, 
lichens and leaves lined with hair fur 
and rootlets. The nest is placed on the 
ground under a small tree or shrub. 

Brimfield birds
I received an email from a Brimfield 

resident. He said, “[I] wanted to pass 
on some of my backyard  action this 
winter. I was surprised to see five or six 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The Sentinel
Please see BACKYARD, page 8
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Attention:
Granby Landowners

Percolation tests for land in Granby may be 
conducted only during the months of March 
and April. Any property requiring a septic 
system must have a successful percolation 
test prior to building. Percolation tests are 
valid for two years. A $200 fee is due and 
payable prior to the percolation test.

Call Richard Bombardier at 
(413) 467-9886

to make an appointment.

Please call Board of Health office at
(413) 467-7174 for more information.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Jan. 31 through Feb. 6. The infor-
mation was provided by a member of the 
police department based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 373 calls police respond-
ed to, there were 16 incidents, seven acci-
dents, zero arrests/summons and 18 cita-
tions.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Wednesday, Jan. 31

4:21 a.m. – A resident spoke to an officer 
about a report of a past incident. The resi-
dent said they believed they were discrep-
ancies in the case. It was found they did not 
affect the charges from the incident.

5:32 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Chauncey Walker Road. A 
vehicle hit black ice on a curve and slid 
downhill. The vehicle slid over large bar-
rier rocks and came to rest on top of one in 
a field. No injuries were reported and the 
vehicle was towed. 

2:02 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident. The operator of a vehicle was 
attempting to back out of a driveway at a 
residence. The vehicle was on top of hard 
packed snow and proceeded slide into tree. 
There was some damage to the vehicle. But 
there was no tow needed and no injuries 
were reported. 

4:53 p.m. – An officer spoke with a 
resident about an incident of fraud. The 
resident got a phone call from their bank 
which reported someone was trying to 
open a new line of credit in their name. The 
bank denied the request. The person was 
advised to contact their other banks and 
freeze their accounts. The matter is on file. 

5:55 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on State Street. A vehicle trav-
eling east on State Street when a deer ran 
into the driver’s side of the car. The vehi-
cle was able to be driven from the scene.  
The operator sustained injuries but refused 
transport from the scene. 

Thursday, Feb. 1
12:57 p.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident. A vehicle sideswiped another 
vehicle that was parked in a parking lot. 
There were no injuries reported and no tow 
needed. The owner of the involved vehicle 
said they were trying to get close to the 
entrance of a business and didn’t notice the 

parked vehicle. 
4:23 p.m. – A parent spoke with an offi-

cer about allegations against their child. 
The incident was forwarded to the School 
Resource Officer to handle the matter.

Friday, Feb. 2 
3:34 p.m. – An officer spoke with a per-

son about a suspicious event. They were 
advised by a tenant that two unidentified 
workers came to the location to complete 
work in basement on hot water heater. Not 
aware of who they were. But the hot water 
not working properly contacted repair ser-
vice to work on the problem. Officer is 
waiting for more information.

5:47 p.m. – An officer was on Ware 
Road checking for a vehicle Ware Police 
Department reported may need a wellbe-
ing check on. The officer saw the vehicle 
matching the description provided by Ware 
and stopped the vehicle. The operator was 
transported to the hospital for further eval-
uation. 

Saturday, Feb. 3
12:12 p.m. – An officer took a report 

of a washer and dryer in the roadway in 
front of a stop sign on Metacomet Street. 
There are no leads on how it got there. The 
Department of Public Works was contacted 
to remove the items. 

3:08 p.m. – A resident called to document 
actions of their neighbor involved in a dis-
pute. The person believed their neighbor 
was in violation of a harassment prevention 
order. 

3:32 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
Turkey Hill Road business for a report of 
two mattresses that were illegally dumped 
at the property. The matter is an ongoing 
investigation. 

4:16 p.m. – An officer took a report of a 
possible abduction of a dog. They report-
ed someone went into their yard and 
approached their dog on a lead outside. The 
person outside was making statements that 
they were going to take the dog. The per-
son then took the dog and began walking 
away. The resident stopped the person, who 
seemed confused and said they were helping 
the dog. The person told the owner they 
were taking the dog on a walk. The resident 
advised the person they couldn’t take the 
dog on a walk without their permission. The 
officer determined the person had a misun-
derstanding about the dog. The matter was 
documented. 

5:21 p.m. – An officer took a report of 
credit card fraud. The person got texts 
reporting suspicious activity on their card. 
The company took care of the charges, and 
a new card was issued to the resident. The 
matter was documented. 

5:39 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident involving vehicles parked in shared 

entry way between residences. One vehicle 
struck the other on the way out. The second 
vehicle had damage to the rear bumper on 
the driver side. Vehicle owners exchanged 
information prior to the officer arrival.

Monday, Feb. 4
7:21 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on Bay Road. A vehicle travel-
ing west on Bay Road was traveling south 
attempting to go exit a driveway when it 
was struck by a second vehicle on the driv-
er’s side. The second vehicle spun and came 
to a rest in the front yard of a neighboring 
home. Both vehicles were towed from the 
scene and no injuries were reported. 

9:54 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on George Hannum Road. A vehi-
cle traveling south on George Hannum 
Road skid off the road, attempting to get 
back onto the road, overcorrected, went into 
the other lane of travel and struck a pole. No 
injuries were reported no tow was needed. 
National Grid was contacted in regard to 
the pole. 

1:15 p.m. – An officer and Belchertown 
Fire and paramedics and Belchertown 
Animal Control responded to a residence 
for a report of a person who was bitten by a 
dog. The person was evaluated but refused 
medical treatment.

3:08 p.m. – An officer took a report of 
fraud. A person got mail from their previous 
residence and it was an unemployment tax 
form. The person never filed for unemploy-
ment and requested the matter be on file. 

Tuesday, Feb. 6
3:24 p.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on West Street and South Liberty. 
A vehicle traveling east on West Street was 
struck by a second vehicle traveling north 
on South Liberty Street. The first vehicle 
didn’t stop at the stop sign and was speed-
ed according to a witness. No injuries were 
reported and no tows were needed. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 144 calls for 
the week of Feb. 2 through Feb. 8. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. The Granby Police 
Department provides all information.

Friday, Feb. 2
5:49 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 50 mph in 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and it 
was discovered that the vehicles registra-
tion was revoked due to no insurance. The 
operator was issued a criminal citation for 
speeding, operating with a revoked regis-
tration and no insurance.

Monday, Feb. 5
2:11 p.m. – A resident received a phone 

call from someone claiming to be her 
grandson who stated he was in an accident 
and needed money. Before providing any 
money to the caller, they discovered it to be 
a scam and informed the police.

Thursday, Feb. 8
10:55 a.m. – An employee called and 

stated that some coax cable was stolen 
from the cellular phone tower. An incident 
report was completed.

3:55 p.m. – A motorist reported a three-
car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries.

10:12 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 58 mph in 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

Belchertown 
Fire announces 
open burning 

season 
BELCHERTOWN – Open air 

burning season for residential tree 
trimming begins Jan. 15 and ends 
May 1. 

Residents can register at the 
Fire Department, 10 North Main 
St., from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. and on 
Saturdays, starting Jan. 20 from 9 
a.m.-noon.  There is a one time, $20 
fee to register for this season.  

Please pay with exact cash 
or a check payable to “Town of 
Belchertown.” 

The Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection will 
only allow activation of burning per-
mits for one day at a time, based 
on weather conditions. Renewal 
requests left on the answering 
machine are invalid.  

For more information, please con-
tact the Fire Department by calling 
413-323-7571 with any questions.   

Please note that the Belchertown 
Fire Department has full authority 
to revoke permits that are not used 
in accordance with Massachusetts 
General Law as well as authority 
to refuse burning on any given day 
based on weather conditions.

cowbirds along with a solitary red 
wing blackbird last week.” 

He has a lot more juncos around 
with the white throated sparrows. He 
said chickadees and nuthatches and 
the titmice population is down a bit 
He had a few starlings that stop by 
now and then along with cedar wax-
wings. He has not seen as many wild 
turkeys this year.

Golden crowned kinglet
A Brookfield resident emailed two 

photos of a golden crowned kinglet 
he took on Saturday, Jan. 27. He said, 
“Walking into my home, I spotted 
this tiny bird at the door.” Tiny is an 
apt description of this bird as it is 
only 3 ½ inches long.

More Brimfield birds
A frequent emailer said he read 

about the sighting of bluebirds and 
grackles in this column. He wrote, 
“Coincidentally we had a lone grack-
le in the yard last week. It showed up 
for a couple of days. I thought it was 
unusual to see just one grackle, they 
are most often seen in a group espe-

cially this time of year.”
The Brimfield resident said, 

“When I mentioned to a friend from 
Belchertown that I had seen a grackle 
at the feeders he mentioned that he 
had a group of about 30 grackles visit 
his feeder briefly one day last week.”

He said three days ago “I noticed 
a male bluebird at the feeders. It has 
visited daily since first being seen. 
The bird is feeding on suet cakes and 
a ‘log’ that is made of seeds, fruit and 
meal worms.”

He counted over 70 juncos and four 
white-throated sparrows in the yard. 
He recently had three starlings, who 
seemed to like a feeder containing 
suet pellets. He said he rarely sees 
starlings at his feeders. He removed 
the feeder to deter the voracious eat-
ing starlings.

Bluebirds
This seems to be the year for flocks 

of bluebirds showing up at feeders. 
On Friday, Jan. 26 six or eight male 
and female bluebirds were at my suet 
cake, which contained fruits. 

I removed the ice from a small 
dish like feeder, I use for mealworms, 
grape jelly or orange halves. The 

bluebirds ate all the mealworms and 
I filled it again. They have been hang-
ing around daily and I put out meal-
worms twice a day.

Tuesday, I looked out the window 
and saw several bluebirds perched on 
my car. One occupied a side mirror, 
another was on the roof and two on 
the hood by the windshield wipers. 
I think they may have been drinking 
the water from the melting snow on 
the car.

Later, when I looked to see if they 
were still there, a mourning dove was 
perched by the wiper blade.

Large flock of robins
A North Brookfield resident, who 

lives on Lake Lashaway, emailed on 
Friday, Jan. 17 and said she had a 
flock of 30 or more robins zoom in to 
the neighborhood. 

People may report a bird sighting 
or bird related experience by call-
ing me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

BACKYARD from page 7
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Integrity.  Experience.  Commitment.

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
Fixed insurance products and services are separate from and not offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®.

535 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056          
   1252 Elm Street, Suite 28, West Springfield, MA 01089

413.589.1500              www.PVFinancial.com

In the ever-evolving world of finance, 
PV Financial Group looks to stand out 
for its unwavering dedication to building 
lasting relationships with its clients. At 
the core of the firm’s philosophy is the be-
lief that true financial success is rooted in 
trust, communication, and a personalized 
approach.

Trust Beyond Transactions
PV Financial Group takes a refreshing 

departure from the transactional norms of 
the financial industry. Instead of focusing 
solely on transactions, the firm’s finan-
cial advisors prioritize cultivating strong 
relationships with their clients. This com-
mitment ensures that every interaction 
is characterized by a delicate balance of 
care, skill, diligence, and objectivity.

Communication as the Cornerstone
The firm firmly believes that effec-

tive communication is the bedrock of a 
thriving client-advisor relationship. PV 
Financial Group’s comprehensive process 
involves open and transparent communi-
cation to understand each client’s unique 
financial situation, goals, and preferenc-
es. This commitment to communication 
extends through every step of developing 
and managing clients’ financial lives.

A Team of Professionals
PV Financial Group boasts a team of 

trained and courteous financial profes-

sionals who collaborate seamlessly to 
provide clients with the highest level of 
personalized service. Through continuous 
training, the team stays well-informed 
and equipped to navigate the complexities 
of the financial landscape. The courteous 
approach reflects the firm’s commitment 
to treating clients with respect and pro-
fessionalism.

Comprehensive and
Meticulous Approach

The firm’s comprehensive process in-
volves a meticulous examination of each 
client’s financial needs and aspirations. 
Financial advisors exercise balance, care, 
and skill in crafting personalized finan-
cial plans, considering factors such as 
risk tolerance, financial goals, and mar-
ket conditions. Diligence is a hallmark of 
PV Financial Group’s approach, ensuring 
thorough research, analysis, and ongoing 
monitoring of clients’ portfolios.

Objectivity in Action
Objectivity is a guiding principle in 

decision-making at PV Financial Group. 
Financial advisors maintain a clear and 
objective perspective, always acting in 
the best interests of the clients. This com-
mitment ensures that recommendations 
align with each client’s unique circum-
stances and financial objectives, fostering 
a relationship built on trust and integrity.

PV Financial Group, through its cli-

ent-centric approach, aims to be a reliable 
partner on the journey toward financial 
success for every client. With a focus 
on trust, effective communication, and a 
team of dedicated professionals, the firm 
is making waves in the financial land-
scape by prioritizing relationships over 

transactions. As we navigate the intricate 
world of finance, PV Financial Group 
stands out as a beacon of personalized and 
trustworthy financial guidance, dedicated 
to building a secure and prosperous future 
for its clients.

BUILDING FINANCIAL FUTURES:
PV Financial Group’s Commitment to Trust and Personalized Service

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

Looking for better insurance
with that HomeTown service?

Need help listing or buying real estate?

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

CALL TODAY!
Angela Goncalves

INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR
agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

From Homes to Drones
and Everything in between - 

I’ve got you covered
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588 Center Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
413-589-1671     

www.ajefinancial.com

The 2023 
Tax Filing Season 

Is Here!
In office, zoom or teleconference!
Whatever makes you most comfortable, 

let us take the stress of tax filing 
off your shoulders 

and make your life just a little easier.

File with confidence with 
AJE Financial Services

Check out our website for more information
We offer in office, video, and telephone meetings as 

part of our tax services. Our clients can forward their tax 
documents securely via our online portal or drop off their 
tax documents at our office.  We can then schedule you an 
in-office, zoom or telephone meeting to follow up and help 
answer any questions you may have as we complete your 
tax returns.  We welcome the many opportunities available 
to meet the needs of our clients. Please check out the home 
page of our website for more information.

We look forward to ‘seeing’ everyone 
and we are ready for you!

Old School or New Age, 
AJE Financial is Ready for You!

7 Months,
Zero Worries

Relax and watch 
your savings grow.

4.70% APY*7-month IRA CD*

Predictable interest           Fully insured*           Peace of mind

MEMBER FDIC
MEMBER DIFBestLocalBank.com

*Certificate of Deposit (CD), Individual Retirement Account (IRA) available for consumers only. Rates and terms are offered as of February 14, 2024 and are subject to change or termination without notice. Accounts 
require a $500 minimum balance to open and earn ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD (“APY”) stated. Maximum account $500,000. APY stated assumes that interest and principal remain on deposit until maturity. 
Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. See bank for complete details. All deposits including Individual Retirement Account Certificates of Deposit are insured in full, the first $250,000 
by the FDIC, balances above $250,000 by the DIF.

Cooperative Bank A Division of Green�eld 
Cooperative BankCooperative Bank

NORTHAMPTONORTHAMPTONGREENFIELDREENFIELD



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  F E BRUA RY  15,  2024 PAGE 11

DO YOU NEED 
EXPERIENCED FINANCIAL HELP 

WHILE NAVIGATING 
YOUR DIVORCE?

Barbara 
Trombley, 

CPA, CDFA

Barbara Trombley 
is a Certified Divorce 

Financial Analyst (CDFA) 
who specializes in helping 

women understand 
their finances during 

this difficult time.

Barbara Trombley, Owner, CPA, CDFA
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through 

Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

Do you have a clear financial plan? 
Are you on track to reach your retirement goals? 
Our job is to provide knowledge and experience 

to help make your goals a reality. 
Trombley Associates has been advising 

western Massachusetts communities for half a century. 
We have a track record for success. 

Whatever your circumstances, we can help.

Let’s start the conversation.

Mike Trombley, owner Barbara Trombley, owner, CPA

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through 
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

What’s Your
Retirement Plan?

85 Post Office Park, Suite 8524 | Wilbraham, MA
413-596-6992 | trombleyassociates.com

In today’s complex financial world, 
many investors seek out financial planners 
to help them navigate the intricacies of 
personal finance. The benefits of having 
expert financial help are manifold, includ-
ing investment advice, retirement plan-
ning, tax strategies and estate planning.

Most financial planners collaborate 
with their clients to choose an asset allo-
cation that melds the client’s risk toler-
ance with their goals. After investments 
are chosen, often the advisor plays the 
role of cheerleader. Keeping clients from 
making rash decisions and veering off 
course from their financial plan may be 
one of the most important roles an advisor 
plays. All advisors have seen clients panic 
and try to make changes to portfolios in 
response to political or economic events 
that soon pass.

Retirement planning may be one of 
the most important acts that an advi-
sor can perform. Everyone would love a 
stress-free retirement. A good planner can 
help calculate how much you will need to 
save to retire. He or she will also create a 

strategy for claiming social security and 
any pensions in order to meet retirement 
spending needs.

An often-overlooked benefit of having 
a good financial expert is tax planning.  
Should you invest in a traditional 401k 
or a Roth?  When should you begin with-
drawing from your taxable accounts?  Do 
you have to pay taxes on social security?  
When do you need to take Required Mini-
mum Distributions and are you taking the 
correct amount?

In addition to all the above, proper es-
tate planning is imperative to make sure 
that your assets end up where you would 
like them to, with the least amount of 
hassle. Do you need trust or is your will 
sufficient? Is your house protected from 
Medicaid in the future? Hiring a good fi-
nancial expert can greatly enhance your 
financial life.

Securities offered through LPL Fi-
nancial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Trombley Asso-
ciates, a registered investment advisor and 
separate entity from LPL Financial.

The Benefits of
Using a Financial Planner

THE ROAD TO Insurance For How You Live And Work
Put yourself  at the center of  our network 

and get a tailored insurance solution

BUSINESS INSURANCE
Essential Coverage For Every Business

• Commercial Property
• General Liability
• Workers’ Compensation
• Business Owners
• Business Interruption
• Professional Liability

PERSONAL INSURANCE
Protecting You At Every Stage Of  Life

• Homeowners
• Secondary Home & Dwelling
• Rental Properties/Renters
• Auto
• Personal Umbrella
• High Net Worth Insurance
• Boats, R.V.’s Motorcycles,

Snowmobiles, ATV’s, Antique Cars

East Longmeadow  -  Agawam 
South Hadley   -   Ludlow

We represent over 35 Personal Lines Insurance Companies.  
This allows us to find the best insurance program for your needs.

Insurance 
Services

As a full-service brokerage, HUB New England has access to 
the resources of a large, international company with strong, 

local service and expertise.

Insurance For How You Live And Work
Put yourself  at the center of  our network 

and get a tailored insurance solution

BUSINESS INSURANCE
Essential Coverage For Every Business

• Commercial Property
• General Liability
• Workers’ Compensation
• Business Owners
• Business Interruption
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• Rental Properties/Renters
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• Boats, R.V.’s Motorcycles,

Snowmobiles, ATV’s, Antique Cars

East Longmeadow  -  Agawam 
South Hadley   -   Ludlow

We represent over 35 Personal Lines Insurance Companies.  
This allows us to find the best insurance program for your needs.

Insurance 
Services

As a full-service brokerage, HUB New England has access to 
the resources of a large, international company with strong, 

local service and expertise.

East Longmeadow
South Hadley – Ludlow

833-GoCallHUBWe also offer employee 
benefits, retirement and 
wealth management.

NEW
South Hadley 

Location

hubinternational.com
HUB New England

is the Largest Insurance Broker in Massachusetts
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PERSONAL INSURANCE
Protecting You At Every Stage Of  Life
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• Secondary Home & Dwelling
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• High Net Worth Insurance
• Boats, R.V.’s Motorcycles,

Snowmobiles, ATV’s, Antique Cars

East Longmeadow  -  Agawam 
South Hadley   -   Ludlow

We represent over 35 Personal Lines Insurance Companies.  
This allows us to find the best insurance program for your needs.

Insurance 
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As a full-service brokerage, HUB New England has access to 
the resources of a large, international company with strong, 

local service and expertise.
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Why hiring our  
Estate Settlement  

    Professionals  
  will help 

keep your  
family  

together. 

When you choose our Estate Settlement Professionals as your 
Personal Representative (formerly called an executor or executrix), 
you can rest easy that your estate will be settled following  
your instructions and in a timely and efficient manner. More 
importantly, it will avoid the emotionally charged disputes  
that often form between siblings, other family members and 
beneficiaries, when one of them is put in charge of the estate.  

A Personal Representative of an estate will have to navigate  
a daunting the list of responsibilities and tasks. For an  
inexperienced family member, this can result in missed 
deadlines, increased tax liabilities, and long delays that can 
draw the ire of other family beneficiaries. In some cases, the 
situation can end up in costly, wasteful legal battles between 
family members over the disposition of the estate.  

As impartial and independent professionals, our GSB Estate 
Settlement and Trust Services consultants will make sure 
that your estate is managed efficiently, according to your 
wishes without adding to your family’s emotional upheaval. 
Call us today to learn more. 

Estate Settlement Tasks
•  Entering the Will into probate, and handling other legal requirements.
•  Gathering all of the personal  

property and arranging for support of the family.
•  Obtaining appraisals of required 

property for tax purposes.
•  Reviewing real estate records to 

assure timely payment of taxes and collection of rents.
•  Evaluating contracts and leases  

to comply with all requirements, 
including giving necessary notices. 

•  Investigating and handling all  
claims against the estate.

•  Collecting all life insurance, rents, and other amounts due to the estate.
•  Preparing and filing estate and  

inheritance federal and state tax 
returns.

•  Paying related estate and  
inheritance taxes.

•  Preparing a final accounting of  
the estate.

•  Distributing the estate to the  
beneficiaries as directed by the Will.

AD-WMTS_KeepFamilyTogether_Turley_9-75x16_24-0116_logotop_comp1.indd   1AD-WMTS_KeepFamilyTogether_Turley_9-75x16_24-0116_logotop_comp1.indd   1 2/5/2024   2:31:59 PM2/5/2024   2:31:59 PM
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707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Gene type
  5. Persian male given 

name
 10. Type of protection
 12. Cloud
 14. One who returns 

to life
 16. Gym class
 18. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
 19. Baby’s dining 

accessory
 20. Enchantress
 22. Prefix denoting 

“in a”
 23. Spiritual leader
 25. Cavities
 26. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
 27. Foot (Latin)
 28. Sweet potato
 30. Pharaoh of Lower 

Egypt
 31. Land
 33. More inquisitive
  35. Dog breed: __ Apso

 37. Stood up
 38. Direct and 

uninhibited
 40. Authorless
 41. Blocking type of 

drug (abbr.)
 42. Retrospective 

analysis (abbr.)
 44. Root mean square 

(abbr.)
 45. Macaws
 48. Actress Remini
 50. Polynesian wrapped 

skirt
 52. City of Angels hoops 

team (abbr.)
 53. Fitzgerald and Baker 

are two
 55. Bowling alley must-

have
 56. A way to cool down
 57. Ethnic group in Asia
 58. A way to alter
 63. Set of five
 65. Removes from the 

record
 66. Dummies

 67. Set period in office

CLUES DOWN
  1. DC Comics superhero
  2. Brew
  3. Play
  4. Single-celled animals
  5. Rough to the touch
  6. Small island (British)
  7. Often noted alongside 

cons
  8. Preparation of 

rootstock
  9. Atomic #44
 10. Egyptian unit of 

capacity
 11. About secretary
 13. Particular groups
 15. Poke fun at
 17. Make certain that 

something occurs
 18. Financial term
 21. Justify
 23. Arbiter
 24. 007’s creato
 27. Czech name for 

Prague

 29. Groans
 32. American time
 34. No seats available 
 35. __ Stahl, journalist
 36. Cleft lip
 39. Talk incessantly
 40. Expresses atomic 

and molecular 
weights (abbr.)

 43. A part of a river 
where the current is 
very fast

 44. Curdled milk
 46. Running competitions
 47. A team’s best pitcher
 49. Carthaginian explorer
 51. World-renowned city
 54. Most common 

Japanese surname
 59. The bill in a 

restaurant
 60. They __
 61. City of Angels football 

team (abbr.)
 62. Distinctive practice
 64. One quintillion bytes

❚ OBITUARIES 

April Louise 
(Laventure) Cox, 59

MOORESVILLE, NC – April Louise 
Cox (Laventure), passed away peaceful-
ly on Feb. 6, 2024, in Mooresville, North 
Carolina, at the age of 59. 

Born April 1, 
1964, in Aurora, 
Colorado, she was 
the daughter of 
David Laventure 
a n d  t h e  l a t e 
Carole Laventure. 
April was raised 
in Belchertown, 
and  moved  to 
M o o r e s v i l l e , 
North Carolina, in 
2014. 

Apr i l  was  a 
cherished member 

of the community and a beacon of love and 
joy to her family and friends.

April was the beloved wife of Steven 
Cox of 31 years, with whom she shared a 
profound and enduring love. Together, they 
built a life rich in laughter, raising their 
children, Matthew, Brittany, and Jennifer, 
to whom she was a devoted mother. 

Her unwavering support and nurturing 
guidance have left an indelible mark on 
their lives.

She was the proud grandmother of 
Brandon, Ethan, and Gabriella, whose 
youthful exuberance brought her immea-
surable happiness. April’s role as a grand-
mother was one of her most treasured, and 
the memories she created with her grand-
children will continue to comfort her fam-
ily.

Her love for children extended beyond 
her immediate family through her involve-
ment in childcare. April’s nurturing and 
caring nature touched the lives of many 
families, leaving an enduring legacy of 
warmth and kindness.

April is survived by her loving husband, 
Steven Cox; her son, Matthew Cox, and 
daughter-in-law, Belkys Cox; her daugh-
ter, Brittany Cox; her daughter, Jennifer 
Binkney, and son-in-law, Joshuah Binkney; 
her grandchildren, Brandon Grenier, 
Ethan Cox, and Gabriella Cox; her sis-
ter and brother-in-law, Suzanne and Eric 
Markham; her sister, Sallyanne Laventure, 
her niece, Evelyn; her brother and sister-
in-law, Michael and Maryanne Laventure; 
her nephew, David Laventure and his wife, 
Shinead Laventure. Her nephew, niece, 
and great nieces, Christopher Carter and 
Katarina, Melody, Sunni, and Luna. Her 
father-in-law, Bill Cox, his wife, Liz Cox, 
and many other beloved friends and family.

April had a passion for travel, with a par-
ticular fondness for Disney World, where 
she created enchanting memories with her 
family. The tranquility of Lake Norman 
held a special place in her heart, especially 
when enjoyed from the deck of her pontoon 
boat-a place where she found solace and 
happiness. 

April Cox will be remembered for her 
love of family, friends, and travel and for 
her positive impact on those around her. 
Her legacy lives on in the hearts of her 
family and friends, and her memory will be 
cherished for years to come.

April was a member of Elevation 
Church, where she found spiritual comfort 
and community. Her faith was a corner-
stone of her life and provided her with 
strength.

April’s warmth, kindness, and loving 
spirit will be deeply missed by all who 
knew her, and her memory will be forever 
held in the hearts of those she touched.

The family extends their gratitude 
to Beers and Story Funeral Home in 
Belchertown, for their compassionate assis-
tance during this difficult time. 

Visitation will be held Friday, Feb. 
23, from 4-7 p.m. at the Beers and Story 
Belchertown Funeral Home, 10 Maple 
St., Belchertown. A graveside service 
will be on Saturday, Feb. 24, at 10 a.m. at 
South Cemetery, 143 Mill Valley Road, 
Belchertown. 

Donations may be made in her memory 
to the Duke Cancer Institute or St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital. For more information 
and to sign a memorial guestbook online, 
please visit beeraandstory.com.

BELCHERTOWN – Francis Stephen 
“Steve” Mercier of Belchertown and 
Estero, Florida, passed away unexpected-
ly on Jan. 23, 2024, at the age 
of 80.

S t e v e  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Cambridge,  on Jan.  27, 
1943, to Eugene Mercier and 
Gabrielle (Prairie) Mercier. 
He attended Trade High 
School in Springfield. 

His commitment, determi-
nation and honorable work 
ethic would later lead him 
to become the proud found-
er and owner of Steve’s 
Alignment and Brake. It was 
soon clear by the following of 
his loyal customers that Steve was born to 
be the amazing auto mechanic he became, 
which led to a thriving business. He was 
highly respected by his customers, many 
of which became friends.

Steve was a hard-working man, always 
working tirelessly to support his family 
and serve his community. His love for his 
family was evident in the endless effort he 
put in every day to ensure they were taken 
care of in every way. 

He was a man of genuine honesty, 
ethical character and principle. He was 
always a man of his word. He was tough 
but he had a soft side to him, albeit often 
reserved for those closest to him, a trait 
that became more pronounced over the 
years and something his loved ones 
enjoyed watching as it unfolded. 

He had an amazing love for, and life 
with, his beloved wife Penny. The 
way he stepped up and took care of 
her when she became ill is something 
his daughters will always admire him 
for. After her passing, Steve showed 
up every single day for his daughters 
and grandchildren as if Penny was still 
guiding him.

Some of us are lucky to find love 
once, but Steve was blessed to have 
found it a second time with Denise 
Tabor, his partner for 15 years. 
Together they shared a life that brought 
them joy. 

Denise continued to guide him in life 
and took extremely good care of him. 
Something his daughters are grateful 
for.

In his early years, he was a dirt bike 
rider and quite the hill climber. He was 
a great skier, spending countless winter 
weekends with his daughters on the 
slopes. He loved boating and met sev-
eral of his life-long friends while cruis-
ing along the Connecticut River. 

He was a very talented wood worker, 
spending countless hours in his wood 
shop building beautiful furniture piec-
es, including his great grandson’s spe-
cial bed. 

He also loved to travel and explore. 
Cancun, Mexico, had a special place 
in his heart, where he was known as 
Señor Esteban to the locals. He trav-
eled there for many years, making the 
most amazing memories with family 
and friends. 

Upon retirement, he took up golfing. 
He would be the first to admit he was 
not the best at it, but he enjoyed it very 
much and made it his mission to per-
fect his game. He even got a hole-in-
one this past fall. 

When you are continuously doing 
the things you love that bring you joy, 
and surround yourself with the people 
you love, that is the only perfection 
needed in life, and Steve had just that.

For anyone that knew him, it goes 
without saying that he was a beer man. 
If you were stopping by to say hello 
to Steve, anywhere or anytime, he was 
going to offer you a cold one, whether 
it was from his fridge or a cooler he 
always had with him. 

We would like to think that if Steve 
could tell us one last thing, it would be 
to “show up for life” and make sure to 
“rock and roll with the ocean”. Steve 

will forever live on in the hearts of those 
who loved him.

He is survived by his daughters: 
Karen Mercier and her part-
ner Christopher Bernardos, 
and Stephanie Chapin and 
her husband Robert Chapin, 
his beautiful grandchildren: 
Amanda Nacsin and her 
husband Eric Nacsin, Colin 
Vigneault and partner Mia 
Rizzo, and Kyle Vigneault 
and wife Natasha Sankalia as 
well as his great grandson, 
Lincoln Nacsin. He will be 
missed dearly by his sweet-
heart Denise, and all her 
family that embraced him 

with open arms. He grew very close to 
Denise’s children and grandchildren and 
enjoyed the time he spent with his extend-
ed family very much. Steve also leaves 
his sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, several 
nieces and nephews, and many life-long 
and new friends, all of whom will miss 
him.

Steve was predeceased by his wife 
Penelope Mercier, his sister Claire Gurley 
and his son-in-law Kevin Douville.

Services will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 17 to celebrate the life well lived 
of Steve. Calling hours will be at Beers 
and Story Funeral Home, Belchertown, 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Following the ser-
vices, family and friends are welcome to 
celebrate Steve at the Ludlow Country 
Club where we can gather and share our 
fondest memories of Steve.

Francis Stephen “Steve” Mercier, 80 Death Notices
Cox, April Louise (Laventure)
Died Feb. 6, 2024
Services Feb. 24, 2024

Mercier, Francis Stephen “Steve”
Died Jan. 23, 2024
Services Feb. 17, 2024

Turley Publications offers 
two types of obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice 
listing the name of deceased, date 

of death and funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, 
costing $225, which allows families 

to publish extended death notice 
information of their own choice and 
may include a photograph. Death 

Notices & Paid Obituaries should 
be submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when
 the family provides a death 

certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131, 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, February 
26, 2024 at 7:00 PM in the 
Lawrence Memorial Hall 
Auditorium, located at 2 
Jabish Street in Belchertown, 
MA 01007 to review a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicabil i ty permit 
application submitted by 
Gail Kosiorek for the pro-
posed removal of hazardous 
trees at 47 Metacomet Street 

(Assessor’s Map 103-44) in 
Belchertown. Work is pro-
posed to occur within the 
100-foot Buffer Zone to Bank 
of Metacomet Lake. Anyone 
interested in this matter 
should appear at the time and 
place designated.
02/15/2024

Select Board
The Finnerty House

One South Main Street, 
Post Office Box 670

Belchertown, Massachusetts 
01007-0670

Telephone: (413) 323-0403 · 
Facsimile: (413) 323-0494

BID #2024-01 
FAIR VENDOR BID
The Town of Belchertown 

will receive sealed bids 
labeled “FAIR VENDOR 
BID” at the Office of the 
Select Board, Finnerty House, 

One South Main Street, 
P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  0 1 0 0 7 , 
until 3:00 p.m. on Friday, 
February 23, 2024.  At that 
time the Town Administrator 
will publicly open all bids.  
The Bid will be award-
ed in accordance with the 
Massachusetts General Law, 
Chapter 30B.

 Specifications and bid 
forms may be obtained at the 
Office of the Select Board, 
weekdays between 9:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m., or by calling 
(413) 323-0403.  The Town 
of Belchertown reserves the 
right to reject any and/or all 
bids and to award the con-
tract in the best interest of the 
Town of Belchertown.

Steven J. Williams
Town Administrator

02/08, 02/15/2024

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

❚ EDUCATION 

SPRINGFIELD – Western New 
England University recognizes the 
outstanding academic achieve-
ments of over 700 students who 
have been named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2023 semester.

This prestigious honor is a tes-
tament to the commitment and 
dedication these students have 
demonstrated in their pursuit of 
academic excellence. The Dean’s 
List acknowledges those who 
have achieved a semester GPA of 
3.30 or higher, showcasing their 
remarkable scholastic accomplish-
ments.

The diverse group of awardees 
r e p r e s e n t s  va r i o u s  m a j o r s 
across WNE’s Colleges of Arts 
and Sciences, Business, and 
Engineering. The University com-

mends these students for their 
intellectual curiosity, leadership, 
and dedication to their educational 
journey. They are:

Amherst
Danielle Deangelis majoring in 

biology, Hamza Wahhas major-
ing in computer science, Robert 
Wargulewski majoring in comput-
er science, Evan Stewart, major-
ing in criminal justice and Riwa 
Chehimi. majoring in computer 
engineering.

Belchertown
Kiley Queiros, majoring in psy-

chology, Alyssa Keeler, major-
ing in actuarial science, Hannah 
Perlak, majoring in criminal 
justice, Tara Richards, majoring 

in psychology, Natalie Loudon, 
majoring in marketing commu-
nication/advertising, Cameron 
Burnham, majoring in computer 
engineering, Devon Overgaard, 
majoring in electrical engineering, 
Heather Herrick, majoring in arts 
and sciences and Brody Dugger, 
majoring in arts and sciences.

Granby
Briyanna Coelho, majoring in 

biology, Eric Puffer, majoring 
in computer science, Alexander 
Galusha, majoring in computer 
science, Connor Asselin, majoring 
in sport management and Patrick 
French, majoring in mechanical 
engineering.

WNE lists students named to fall Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Western 
New England University recog-
nized the outstanding academic 
achievements of over 500 stu-
dents who have been named to the 
President’s List for the fall 2023 
semester.

This prestigious honor is a 
testament to the commitment 
and dedication these students 
have demonstrated in their pur-
suit of academic excellence. The 
President’s List acknowledges 
those who have achieved a semes-
ter GPA of 3.80 or higher, show-
casing their remarkable scholastic 
accomplishments.

The diverse group of awardees 
represen t s  va r ious  majors 
across WNE’s Colleges of Arts 

and Sciences, Business, and 
Engineering. The University com-
mends these students for their 
intellectual curiosity, leadership, 
and dedication to their education-
al journey. They are:

Amherst
Students include Tyler Borrell, 

majoring in mechanical engineer-
ing.

Belchertown 
Nico le  Hubbard ,  ma jo r-

ing in criminal justice, Caitlin 
Bradshaw, majoring in elementa-
ry education/psychology, Laura 
Hastings, majoring in finance, 
Lindsey Chrabascz,  major-
ing in general business, Olivia 

Applegate, majoring in health 
studies/OTD, John Gelinas, 
majoring in law and society, 
Nicholas Adzima, majoring in 
mechanical engineering and 
Chelsea Bachmann-Delgado, 
majoring in psychology.

Granby
Carrick Remillard, majoring in 

computer science, Jack Hartling, 
majoring in computer science, 
Nicholas Parker, majoring in 
criminal justice, Dylan Laramee, 
majoring in mechanical engi-
neering, Julia Frappier, majoring 
in pharmaceutical business and 
Cylie Kirejczyk, majoring in 
political science.

WNE announces fall 2023 President’s List students

WORCESTER – A total of 
2,299 undergraduate students 
achieved the criteria required 
for Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute’s fall 2023 Dean’s List. 

The criteria for the WPI 
Dean’s List differs from that of 
most other universities as WPI 
does not compute a grade point 
average. Instead, WPI defines 
the Dean’s List by the amount 
of work completed at the A 
level in courses and projects.

The following students were 
named to the fall 2023 Dean’s 
List:

Amherst
Benjamin Haugsjaahabink, 

class of 2027, majoring in 
mechan ica l  eng inee r ing ; 
Jackson Lingo, class of 2026, 

major ing in  management 
engineering; and Delaney 
MacPhetres, class of 2026, 
majoring in business

Belchertown
Christopher Adzima, class 

of 2026, majoring in mechan-
ical engineering and robotics 
engineering; Peter Elias, class 
of 2027, majoring in aero-
space engineering; Jensen 
Gilbert, class of 2027, major-
ing in aerospace engineering; 
Megan Gilman, class of 2025, 
majoring in computer science; 
Abigail Rivers, class of 2026, 
majoring in biomedical engi-
neering; and Olivia Vogel, class 
of 2025, majoring in biomedi-
cal engineering and mechanical 
engineering.

WPI announces fall 
2023 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Western 
New England University rec-
ognizes the outstanding aca-
demic achievements of 60 stu-
dents who have been named 
to the Western New England 
University’s School of Law 
Dean’s List for the fall 2023 
semester.

Local  s tudents  inc lude 
Jordana Harper-Ewert, work-
ing toward a Juris Doctor, and 
Abigail Dallmann, working 
toward a Juris Doctor, both of 

Amherst; and Natalie Maslak, 
working toward a Juris Doctor, 
of Granby.

This prestigious honor is a 
testament to the commitment 
and dedication these students 
have demonstrated in their pur-
suit of academic excellence. 
The Dean’s List acknowledg-
es those who have achieved a 
semester GPA of 3.30 or high-
er, showcasing their remarkable 
scholastic accomplishments.

Dean’s List students announced 
at WNE School of Law
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BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—Following 
back-to-back losses to Suburban 
North League rivals Pittsfield and 
Taconic, the Agawam Brownies 
really didn’t want to experience 
another setback in a non-league 
game at  Belchertown High 
School. 

Belchertown, who were trail-
ing by seven points at halftime, 

scored the first ten 
points of the sec-

o n d  h a l f ,  a n d 
retook the lead in 
the middle of the 
third quarter. The 

B r ow n i e s  m a n -
aged to pull away 
during the final 
four minutes of 
the third quar-
ter and in the 
fourth quarter 

enroute to a 
78-61 road 
victory, last 
M o n d a y 
night, Feb. 
5.

“ We ’r e 
coming off 

back-to-back 
losses, so it 

feels great to 
come here and 
get a win,” said 

A g a w a m 
j u n i o r 

Elijah 

Maldonado. “The only other time 
that I played a basketball game in 
this gym was when I was a fresh-
man. We came ready to play in 
tonight’s game.”

The Brownies, who had an 11-5 
overall record following their road 
victory, haven’t lost to the Orioles 
(7-9) on the hardwood in at least 
the past ten years. They won last 
year’s contest, 73-52, at home 
and squeaked out a 55-50 road 
win two years ago, which was 
Maldonado’s freshman season. 

Maldonado, along with senior 
Colin Smith combined for 53 of 
the Brownies 78 points.

Smith scored 17 of his game-
high 27 points during the second 
half, while Maldonado provided 
the spark offensively in the first 
half scoring 16 of his 26 points. 
Maldonado had a total of four 
3-pointers, while Smith made a 
pair of shots from beyond the arc.

Watching Maldonado and Smith 
perform was worth the price of 
admission, especially for the 
Agawam supporters, who made 
the trip north to Belchertown.  

“Both of them are very talented 
basketball players,” said Agawam 
head coach Tim Sheehan, who 
was previously the boys’ varsity 
basketball coach a couple of miles 
down Rte. 202 at Granby High 
School. “They always play very 
well off one another. We also had 
some other guys play well and 
it was a much needed win for us 
tonight.” 

The Brownies also received 
key contributions from junior 
Melih Tomak (6 points), fresh-
man Gavin Cruz (6 points), junior 

Orioles suffer setback against Agawam

Cal Orzech goes for the layup. Tyler Marino takes a free throw.

Jackson Couchon gets a fading jumper.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Rams 
comeback 
falls short

SOUTH HADLEY – Last 
Wednesday night, a high-inten-
sity game between rivals Granby 
and South Hadley boys basketball 
was a low-scoring affair for three 
quarters before both teams started 
sinking more baskets in the final 
frame. The close game was taken 
by South Hadley 53-46. South 
Hadley needed the win to quali-
fy for the state tour-
nament while Granby 
has already qualified 
with a 12-5 record. 
South Hadley was led 
by Jack Loughrey and 
Brady Currier with 
16 points. Granby 
got 14 points from 
Gavier Fernandez and 
11 points from Colin 
Murdock.

TURLEY PHOTO
S BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
RIGHT: Sawyer Clarke 
passes the ball away.

Gavier Fernandez starts a play outside the arc.

Cody Breault holds the ball high before driving the hoop.

Cody White rushes down the court.

T-Birds wins 
on ‘Ice-O-
Topes’ Night

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Springfield Ice-O-Topes (22-
19-3-2) rebounded from a 1-0 
deficit to knock off the Hershey 
Bears (37-9-0-2) by a 6-3 score 
before a sold-out MassMutual 
Center crowd of 6,793 on 
Saturday night.

Neither team could find a 
firm offensive footing in the 
opening half of the first peri-
od, with both squads going 
0-for-2 on their first two power 
play chances. 20 seconds after 
Hershey’s second man-advan-
tage expired, the visitors final-
ly got the game’s opening goal 
as veteran Garrett Roe crashed 
the top of the crease to jam a 
rebound through Malcolm 
Subban at 14:02 to make it 1-0 
for the Bears.

The Ice-O-Topes’ second 
power play came and went, 
but like the Bears, continuous 
offensive pressure paid off less 
than 30 seconds after the advan-
tage concluded. Adam Gaudette 
made a quick change of direc-

Please see ORIOLES, page 16

Please see T-BIRDS, page 16
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❚ SPORTS 

Offense 
struggles for 
Pathfinder

PALMER – Last Tuesday 
night, the Pathfinder Regional 
girls basketball team suffered a 
tough defeat against St. Mary’s 
39-30. The Pioneers strug-
gled in the middle of the game, 
limited to just 10 points in the 
second and third quarters. The 
defense did a good job holding 
St. Mary’s to under 40 points, but 
the offense could not catch up. 
Addison Doktor had 11 points 
and Greenly Lagimoniere had 10 
points in the loss. Pathfinder is 
8-7 and needs at least one more 
win to qualify for the state tour-
nament.

Greenly Lagimoniere passes on the run.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Victoria Stephens looks for a teammate 
to make a pass.

Megan Clark approaches the hoop from the side.Desiree Croteau is pushed out of bounds.

NEW SMYRNA, FL – Justin 
Bonsignore drove the No. 51 
Phoenix Communications mod-
ified to a second-place finish in 
Saturday’s NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour opener at New 
Smyrna Speedway.

Bonsignore qualified fourth 
and ran inside the top-five for 
the duration of the race. After 
a pit stop in the final 20 laps, 
Bonsignore raced from fifth 
up to second, trying to chase 
down Ron Silk in the final laps. 
Although he closed in, he had to 
settle for second. 

The run opened the 2024 
season for Bonsignore, who 
will chase his fourth NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour title in 
the Ken Massa Motorsports 
machine this season.

“We were just a little bit too 

snug on both sets of change 
tires,” Bonsignore said. “All in 
all, it was a really good night to 
start the year. We have to thank 
Phoenix Communications for 
everything they do for our team 
and Ryan Stone and the pit crew 
for a great job with a brand new 
car they built over the winter. It 
takes a lot to come down here to 
Florida to open the season. We 
will try and build off this and get 
better with this new car.”

Justin Bonsignore will return 
to the track driving the No. 30 
for Rette Jones Racing in the 
ARCA Menards Series season 
opener at Daytona International 
Speedway on Saturday, February 
17. The NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour is back on track 
at Richmond Raceway on Friday, 
March 29.

Bonsignore opens season 
with second-place finish

Owen Lavelle (4 points), junior 
Riley Jorgensen (3 points), soph-
omore Aiden Lavelle (2 points), 
senior Andrew Regnier (2 points), 
and freshman Matt LeTellier (2 
points).

Agawam should be one of the 
teams who’ll be competing in the 
upcoming Western Mass. Class 
A tournament. They’ve already 
qualified for the Division 2 state 
tournament.

Leading the way offensively 
for the home team was junior Ian 
McDonald, who scored 11 of his 
team-leading 14 points in the first 
half. Nine of McDonald’s points 
came on 3-pointers. 

“We received a nice offen-
sive effort from Ian in tonight’s 
game. He made a couple of huge 
3-pointers in the first half,” said 
Belchertown head coach Matt 
Stenius. “We’ve had a different 
leading scorer in almost every 
game this season.”  

The other three double dig-
its scorers for the Orioles were 
senior Tyler Marino (13 points), 
sophomore Shea MacLean (11 

points), and senior Cal Orzech 
(10 points), whose father, Mike, 
is the longtime boys’ varsity 
basketball coach at Minnechaug 
Regional.

Marino also posted a dou-
ble-double with 12 rebounds.

The Orioles, who have lost 
back-to-back games four times 
this season, are also hoping to 
play in both the Western Mass. 
Class B tournament and the 
Division 3 state tournament.

The opening quarter was a 
back-and-forth affair with six lead 
changes and two ties.

MacLean and McDonald com-
bined to score 12 of the Orioles 
15 first quarter points. 

Maldonado, along with Tomak 
and Cruz, each scored four points 
for the visiting team during the 
opening eight minutes.

A Smith lay-up hoop with 20 
seconds left in the first quarter 
gave the Brownies a slim 16-15 
lead.

The score continued to switch 
sides at the start of the second 
quarter.

Belchertown took a 25-24 lead 
with a little more than four min-

utes left in the first half when 
Orzech banked home a 3-pointer 
from the right side.  

Maldonado responded with a 
3-pointer before MacLean was 
fouled making a lay-up with 3:40 
remaining in the second quarter. 
He made the bonus free throw 
giving his team a 28-27 lead.

The Brownies then built a 
12-point lead with the aid of a 
15-2 run. 

Smith began the spurt with a 
3-pointer before Maldonado made 
back-to-back steals resulting in a 
reverse lay-up and another lay-up 
basket after making a spin move 
in the lane. 

“Elijah does things on the 
basketball court that amazes me 
sometimes,” Sheehan said. “He 
always works very hard out 
there.” 

Lavelle added a short jump-
er  before  3-poin ters  f rom 
Maldonado and Smith increased 
the Brownies lead to 42-30 with 
1:30 left on the scoreboard clock.

The Orioles closed out the first 
half with a Marino lay-up and a 
3-pointer from sophomore Jacob 
Pacunas (5 points).

Orzech, who did an outstand-
ing job of organizing a presea-
son basketball tournament with a 
couple of his teammates, buried a 
3-pointer from the left corner 30 
seconds into the third quarter.

The Orioles then made five of 
six shots from the free throw line 
before a MacLean put-back hoop 
gave his team the lead back at 
45-42 with five minutes left in the 
third quarter.   

“I’ve faced Belchertown many 
times over the years and those 
kids never quit,” Sheehan said. 
“I knew that they would make a 
comeback against us.”    

The Brownies answered back 
with a 12-0 run. Smith scored 
nine of those points. 

Maldonado hit a 3-pointer 
at the buzzer giving Agawam a 
59-49 lead entering the final quar-
ter. 

The Brownies, who outscored 
the Orioles, 19-12, during the 
final eight minutes of the contest, 
held onto their double digit lead 
the rest of the way. 

ORIOLES from page 15
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Ian McDonald goes for the short-range 
jump shot.

tion at the top of the slot area 
before funneling a shot toward the 
goal. Zach Bolduc made himself 
available for a deflection at the 
edge of the crease, and the rookie 
executed to perfection, squeezing 
it past Clay Stevenson to tie the 
score at 17:48.

With the game tied at 1 after 
20 minutes, the ‘Topes parlayed 
Bolduc’s goal into a firestorm of 
offense in the middle frame. It 
began just 2:55 into the second, 
as Mathias Laferriere dropped a 
pass in the left circle for Keean 
Washkurak, who curled the 
puck to a better shooting lane 
and snapped a wrister through 
Stevenson’s five-hole to make it 
a 2-1 game.

1:35 later, Gaudette was in the 
middle of the action once again. 
After Hunter Skinner whipped 
a pass off Gaudette’s foot deep 
in the left-wing corner, Matthew 
Peca pushed a second-chance shot 
wide of the goal. With Stevenson 
still trying to recover back in 
front of the net, Gaudette used 
the opportunity to bank it off 
Stevenson’s pants and into the 
twine to extend the lead to 3-1. 
With the tally, Gaudette vault-
ed himself back to the top of the 
AHL goal-scoring race with his 
25th of the season.

After a quiet stretch of play 
yielded nothing on the score-
board, Hugh McGing changed 
things with a determined rush 
deep in the Hershey zone. 

McGing’s pressure caused a mis-
handle between Stevenson and 
Dylan McIlrath, and McGing was 
there to jab a backhander through 
Stevenson, making it a 4-1 game 
at 15:24. The pesky winger now 
has seven points over his last 
seven games.

Former T-Bird Jake Massie 
gave Hershey a much-needed 
reply with a one-time shorthanded 
goal at 17:42, set up by Jimmy 
Huntington, and the defending 
champs were back within two 
heading into the third.

Chances heavily favored the 
Bears in the third to the tune of an 
18-5 shot discrepancy, but Subban 
and the defense bent without 
breaking, and Will Bitten added 
some extra insurance, beating 
Stevenson on a breakaway back-
hander through the wickets at 
10:54 to make it 5-2.

The Bears’ power play would 
not allow the game to end qui-
etly, as Alex Limoges redirected 
a Mike Vecchione shot through 
Subban at 13:30 to cut the lead 
to 5-3. However, in the end, the 
visitors ran out of time, and Dylan 
Coghlan snapped a 15-game goal 
drought by drilling an empty net 
with 48.6 seconds to play to make 
it four consecutive wins on Ice-O-
Topes Night for Springfield.

Springfield next takes its game 
down to Charlotte for a two-
game set against the Checkers 
inside Bojangles’ Coliseum next 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 17-18. 
Puck drop for both games is set 
for 4 p.m. in North Carolina.

T-BIRDS from page 15

WORCESTER  – This season’s 
Railers have been imperfect, but 
indefatigable.

Twenty-fours after squander-
ing a three-goal lead and losing in 
overtime to the Maine Mariners, 
5-4, Worcester bounced back 
Saturday night with a strong effort 
and a 3-2 victory that was not easy.

Games with Maine never are.
The Railers took a 2-0 lead late 

into the third period on goals by 
Artyom Kulakov and Anthony 
Repaci, then Maine closed the 
gap on William Provost’s goal at 
12:57. Given the unhappy endings 

of Worcester’s two previous games 
with the Mariners, things looked 
shaky; even shakier when Trevor 
Cosgrove was called for high stick-
ing at 17:50.

However, Jake Pivonka hit an 
empty net at 18:54. Sigh of relief?

Not quite. With goalie Shane 
Starrett on the bench and Cosgrove 
still in the box, Ethan Ritchie made 
it 3-2 with 37 seconds left. The 
Railers kept Maine bottled up in its 
own zone for the duration, howev-
er, and came away with two pure 
points.

Coach Jordan Smotherman was 

not surprised with the way his 
team responded.

“We love our room,” he said. 
“You could tell (Friday) night, 
even after the game before they 
left, that the guys were ready to 
go. That’s one of the biggest dif-
ferences between last year’s team 
and this year’s — these guys really 
want to be here.”

T h e  v i c t o r y  e x t e n d e d 
Worcester’s points streak to four 
games. The Railers have earned 
seven of eight points in that time 

Railers pick up win over Mariners

Please see RAILERS, page 17
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS .................................

USDA INSP. 
$249

lb

SALE DATES: 2/15/24-2/21/24

$229

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BBQ BABY BACK RIBS ......$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF EYE ROUND .....................
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TILAPIA FILLETS ....................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS with
GRILL MARKS ...........................

67¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF .....................

$799
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF RIB EYE

$499

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$599

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET .................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
RABBITS .........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAIL ................... $999

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$447
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PAN-FRIED BREADED SHRIMP lb
$299

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$927
lb

CUT
FREE

5 LB 
BAG$459

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL or ROAST

WHOLE 
OR HALF Lenten Specials

and have 48 points overall. That is five more than both 
Maine and Trois-Rivieres, tied for fifth.

Kulakov gave the Railers a 1-0 lead at 5:52 of the second 
period as he fired a 35-foot wrist shot past Starrett through a 
screen. Ashton Calder set him up with a great pass from the 
right side. Repaci scored shorthanded at 15:04 on a deflec-
tion in close.

John Muse improved his record to 9-3-1 with the win. He 
stopped 26 of Maine’s 28 shots. Worcester has earned 19 of 
a possible 26 points with Muse in goal, a .731 winning per-
centage.

The triumph sent the Railers off on the longest road trip, 
time-wise, in franchise history. They will play six games in 
Florida, three in Orlando against the Solar Bears, then three 
in Fort Myers against the Florida Everblades. Worcester will 
be gone for 14 days and does not play another home game 
this month.

Florida in February — almost every New Englander’s 
dream. Smotherman was asked if he was concerned that the 
Railers will look at this as a vacation, not a work assignment.

“One hundred percent,” he said. “I’ve been the guy on the 
Florida trip before. I know how that works, but we trust our 
group, and that’s the other part of it. They are professionals. 
They need to be professionals. Everything that we’ve seen 
so far is that they’ve bought in and they want to win hockey 
games.”

RAILERS from page 16

❚ EDUCATION 

CHICOPEE – College of Our Lady of 
the Elms will hold its seventh annual Black 
Experience Summit in celebration of Black 
History Month on Friday, 
Feb. 23, from noon-4 p.m. 

This in-person event, 
which wil l  take place 
in the college’s Veritas 
Auditorium, is hosted by the 
Elms College President’s 
Office and the Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion. 

For the second consecu-
tive year, the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Springfield is 
co-sponsoring this year’s 
summit. 

“‘Forging Democracy: 
Black Womanhood and 
the Long March for Civil 
Rights’ is the theme for the 
summit this year. We will 
explore the pivotal and 
foundational role that Black 
women have played in forg-
ing, defining, defending and 
preserving the very fabric 
of U.S. democratic ideals 
and practices,” said Jennifer 
Shoaff, Ph.D., chief diversi-
ty officer at Elms College in 
a press release.

The summit’s two key-
note speakers - Brittney 
Cooper, Ph.D., and Kellie 
Carter Jackson, Ph.D. - were interviewed 
in the documentary “Stamped from the 
Beginning” that is currently streaming on 
Netflix. Excerpts from the documentary 
will be presented as the speakers share their 
scholarship and lead thoughtful discussions 

during the summit.  
Cooper is a professor of Women’s, 

Gender,  and Sexuality Studies and 
A f r i c a n a  S t u d i e s  a t 
Rutgers University. She 
is the author of the New 
York Times bestselling 
book “Eloquent Rage: A 
Black Feminist Discovers 
Her Superpower,” and has 
written columns for sev-
eral national publications, 
including the New York 
Times, Time Magazine, 
Ebony Magazine ,  and 
Marie Claire. 

Jackson is the Michael 
and Denise Kellen ‘68 
associate professor in the 
Department of Africana 
Studies and the chair 
o f  A f r i c a n a  S t u d i e s 
at  Wellesley College. 
She is the author of the 
awa r d - w i n n i n g  b o o k 
“ Fo r c e  &  F r e e d o m : 
Black Abolitionists and 
the Politics of Violence,” 
and her essays have been 
featured in the New York 
Times, The Atlantic, The 
Guardian, and the Boston 
Globe. 

During the summit, 
Lyrical Faith, a Black 

American educator, activist, and poet, will 
present a spoken word presentation.

The free event is open to the public. To 
register for the summit, visit https://www.
elms.edu/events/black-experience-summit/. 

Elms College to host 7th Annual 
Black Experience Summit

Kelly Carter Jackson, Ph.D.

Brittney Cooper, Ph.D.

Natalie Maslak named to 
Dean’s List at WNE

SPRINGFIELD – Western New England University 
announces that Natalie Maslak of Granby, has been named 
to the Dean’s List for the fall 2023 semester. 

Maslak is one of 60 students to achieve this mark of aca-
demic excellence. Students are named to the Dean’s List 
for achieving a semester grade point average of 3.30 or 
higher. Maslak is working toward a Juris Doctor.

Belchertown resident earns 
Dean’s List at Johnson & Wales

PROVIDENCE, RI – Zachary Mavlouganes of 
Belchertown was recently named to the Dean’s List at 
Johnson & Wales University. 

Mavlouganes is a freshman studying Food and Beverage 
Industry Management with a minor in Culinary Arts.

Full-time undergraduate students who demonstrate aca-
demic excellence by achieving a term grade point average 
of at least 3.50 while also earning a minimum of 12 or 
more GPA/credit hours, receive dean’s list commendation. 

WNE celebrates Doctor 
of Pharmacy students 
on Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Western New England 
University recognizes the outstanding academic 
achievements of 15 students who have been named 
to the Dean’s List for the fall 2023 semester.

Local students include Belchertown residents 
Ashley McNamara, working toward a Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree and Abdullah Malik, working 
toward a Doctor of Pharmacy degree.

This prestigious honor is a testament to the 
commitment and dedication these students have 
demonstrated in their pursuit of academic excel-
lence. The Dean’s List acknowledges those who 
have achieved a semester GPA of 3.30 or higher, 
showcasing their remarkable scholastic accom-
plishments. 

Emmanuel College announces 
fall 2023 Dean’s List

BOSTON – In recognition of their outstanding academic 
achievement, Emmanuel College in Boston has named 
more than 900 students to the Dean’s List for the fall 2023 
semester including Jacqueline Gatesman of Belchertown 
and Ella Francis of Granby.

To earn a spot on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel students 
must achieve a grade point average of 3.5 or higher for a 
16-credit semester.

Joseph Mankowsky named to 
fall Dean’s List

PAXTON – Anna Maria College recently announced 
academic honors for students named to the Dean’s List for 
the fall 2023 Semester. 

Local students include Joseph Mankowsky of 
Belchertown.

Anna Maria College awards Dean’s List recognition to 
students enrolled in a full-time undergraduate day program 
in good standing who have attained in the previous semes-
ter a GPA of 3.5 with no grade lower than “B” for a mini-
mum of four courses.

AMHERST – The Mead Art Museum 
at Amherst College will open four new 
exhibitions over the next six weeks. 

The season kicks off on Jan. 26, when 
the museum reopens to the public with 
“Like a Slow Walk With Trees: Alicia 
Grullón,” a solo show of work by the 
New York-based multimedia artist, 
and a traveling exhibition of contem-
porary Caribbean art titled “Trópico es 
Político: Caribbean Art Under the Visitor 
Economy Regime.” 

On Feb. 27, the rest of the galleries 
will open with the seventh annual Black 
Art Matters student artist showcase, as 
well as a reinstalled sequel to the fall 
highlight “Boundless,” reinterpreting 
themes of the original through a smaller 
but more global selection of work by 
Indigenous artists and writers.

“The upcoming exhibitions thought-
fully explore intersecting themes includ-
ing place, labor, human and environ-
mental rights, and Indigeneity from spe-
cific perspectives,” says Lisa Crossman, 
Director of Curatorial Affairs at the 
Mead in a press release. “In each exhi-
bition, language and visual art come 
together to different ends, offering 
critiques and imagining new ways to 
consider historical and contemporary 
issues.” 

An opening reception for the sea-
son celebrating all four exhibitions will 
take place at the museum on the eve-
ning of Thursday, Feb. 29. Further details 
and more public programming will be 
announced soon.

In addition to the new curatorial offer-
ings, the Mead is excited to share two 
updated accessibility measures. One is 

EnChroma glasses, which adjust vision 
for red/green color blindness; the other 
is KultureCity sensory bags, which alle-
viate overstimulation and sensory over-
load, creating sensory accessibility and 
inclusion for those with invisible disabil-
ities. 

Both the glasses and the bags will be 
available for visitors to borrow at no 
charge while at the museum. Beyond 
the sensory bags, the Mead became a 
KultureCity-certified sensory inclusive 
institution in November 2023 after staff 
training and a few space modifications. 

Mead Art Museum announces 
upcoming shows, accessibility 
enhancements

Joiri Minaya, “The Upkeepers”, 2021 an archival 
pigment print featured in “Trópico es Político: 
Caribbean Art Under the Visitor Economy 
Regime.”

Please see MEAD, page 19
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

CHIMNEY SWEET AND INSPEC-
TION, chimney liners and repairs. 
Wood stoves, fireplaces, oil furnace 
and boiler flues and cleanouts. 

CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL!!!! 
413-282-8181

WESTERNMASSHOME
REPAIR@GMAIL.COM

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING for 
all your interior & exterior needs.  Car-
pentry, woodworking, porches, patios, 
windows, doors, painting, drywall, sid-
ing, landscaping, clean-outs.  Compet-
itive pricing, References.  Please call 
Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC. Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling 
removal. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE
2020 RAV 4 XLT, silver, 35,000 
miles, excellent condition, runs great. 
Call 413-668-6718, must see!!

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
4133236664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413
3231122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413
3236012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open TueSat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 4133239611, 
8008949591. Fax 413
3236117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 2537358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon dayFriday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 4133239966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
4132834395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
4132534867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

Classifieds
12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙    SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
SEASONAL SPRING &
 SUMMER VACANCIES:

ADMISSIONS & 
CONCESSIONS WORKERS

ASSISTANT CAMP DIRECTOR
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL UMPIRES

BASKETBALL SCOREKEEPERS
CAMP DIRECTOR

CAMP COUNSELORS
FENWAY GOLF PROGRAM 

DIRECTOR
FENWAY GOLF PROGRAM 

COUNSELORS
JUNIOR CAMP COUNSELORS

LIFEGUARDS
Looking for several reliable sea-
sonal employees. For application 
and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  Ap-
plication deadline 3/22/2024. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Direct Support Professional
Looking for someone who is dependable and energetic with excellent 

social skills who likes working with people. You will be working with an 
adult female with developmental disabilities in a home setting in the 
hill-town area, providing 1:1 support in a self-directed day program. 
Responsibilities include working on achieving goals set through her 
program, assist with appointments, basic meal prep, basic hygiene and 
documentation on Microsoft Word. 

This position is part-time Monday through Friday, 25 hours a week, 
pays $21-$23 per an hour depending on experience, and hours can be 
flexible. This would be an excellent experience for a college student going 
into the human service or medical field. You must be 18 years old, have 
valid driver’s license, pass a CORI, fingerprinting check, have a clean 
driving record and good computer skills. 

If interested mail or email your resume to: Multicultural 
Community Services 1000 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 01109 or 
Lisapodworsi@mcsnet.org.

al coalition serving local communities 
located in Hampshire, Hampden, and 
Worcester Counties – the towns of Barre, 
Belchertown, Brimfield, Brookfield, 
Hardwick, Hubbardston, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brookfield, Oakham, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren, and 
West Brookfield. Join them by going to 
their Facebook page https://www.facebook.
com/QHSUA/ or website, www.qhsua.org. 

If you or a loved one needs help for 
substance abuse, call the statewide help-
line at 1-800-327-5050 (TTY: 1-800-439-
2370); the phoneline is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week; you can also go to 
the website at: https://hub.helplinema.org/
findhelp.  The 988 Lifeline (call or text) 
provides 24/7, free and confidential sup-
port for people in distress, prevention and 
crisis resources for you or your loved ones, 
and best practices for professionals in the 
United States. 

PROJECT from page 6

About Mead Art Museum
Set in the heart of the Amherst College campus, the 

Mead Art Museum is home to robust programming 
rooted in experiential learning and critical thought, 
and interested in transformation at all levels–personal, 
social, institutional. 

Drawing from a global collection of over 20,000 
objects spanning five millennia, the Mead creates 
interactions between the museum, the campus, and the 
wider community through academic course collabora-
tions and class visits, student internships experiences, 
special programming, and free public admission six 
days of the week.

The Mead will reopen for the spring on Friday, Jan. 
26. Once open, the Mead is pleased to welcome vis-
itors to the museum free of charge Tuesday through 
Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., with special extended hours on 
Thursday nights until 10 p.m. 

More information on location, parking and transit, 
and accessibility may be found on the Mead’s website 
at amherst.edu/museums/mead/visit.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

SUBMITTED PHOTO
This is a still from Alicia Grullón’s single channel video, “A Worker dies and goes to 
heaven”, 2023. The video is part of the artist’s upcoming show, “Like a Slow Walk With 
Trees: Alicia Grullón.”

MEAD from page 17
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Opioids and 
Opioid Rescue 

Training 

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

WA S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .  – 
Representatives James P. McGovern 
(D-MA), Ranking Member of 
the House Rules Committee and 
co-chair of the Cystic Fibrosis 
Caucus, and John Rutherford 
(R-FL), co-chair of the Crohn’s and 
Colitis caucus, led their colleagues 
in introducing legislation to remove 
barriers to access for all Americans 
who require medically necessary 
foods to lead healthy lives.

The Medical Nutrition Equity Act 
would require coverage of special-
ized formulas, vitamins, individu-
al amino acids, or other medically 
necessary foods under Medicaid, 

the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, Medicare, the Federal 
Employee Health Benefit Program, 
and private insurance for patients 
with specific gastrointestinal and 
inherited metabolic diseases and dis-
orders.  

It is narrowly drafted to focus on 
individuals for whom medically nec-
essary nutrition is the treatment for 
their diseases.

“I’ve heard devastating stories 
from constituents struggling to 
access medically necessary foods 
to keep themselves or their child 
healthy,” said McGovern in a press 
release. “As a dad and husband, 

I can’t imagine not being able to 
access the food your child or your 
partner depends on to live. To me 
this is simple: no one should strug-
gle getting medically necessary 
food, and insurance companies 
shouldn’t be creating more barriers 
to receiving proper care. Our bill 
cuts through the red tape and ensures 
those with inherited metabolic dis-
eases or gastrointestinal conditions 
can access the nutrition they need.”

“Our health systems must be 
structured to support innovative 
treatments,” said Rutherford. “As 
co-chair of the Crohn’s and Colitis 
Caucus, where I advocate for those 

living with digestive diseases, I am 
excited to join Rep. McGovern to 
introduce this important legislation 
that would make medically neces-
sary nutrition more easily accessible 
to patients across our nation.”

Approximately 2,000 infants 
every year are diagnosed with an 
inherited metabolic disorder. When 
left untreated, inherited metabolic 
diseases or gastrointestinal condi-
tions can cause the body to fail to 
absorb necessary nutrients and food 
can even become toxic. 

An inability to access specialty 
formulas forces patients to go with-
out adequate nutrition or seek hos-

pitalization to maintain nutrition 
levels. Already, 40 states require 
coverage of medically necessary 
nutrition, but coverage is highly 
variable from state-to-state and does 
not apply to patients covered by pri-
vate sector health plans governed by 
the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act.

This bill builds on the prece-
dent of the 2016 National Defense 
Authorization Act which improved 
coverage for medical nutrition 
for military families enrolled in 
TRICARE, so more Americans can 
access medically necessary nutrition.

Legislation helps access to medically necessary formulas


