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GRANBY - The

MacDuffie School is a private
school that is home to stu-
dents from over 19 different
countries, providing a space
where all the students and
their cultures can truly shine.

The school hosted an
International Festival over the
weekend, where students took
part by making food, teach-
ing an art form, or modeling
a traditional dress from their
countries.

Students were invited to
sample the foods, ask ques-
tions of each other, and par-
ticipate in a special event that
called attention to and appre-

Please see GULTURE,
page 5
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Town administrator
search revived

$6.7M West Street
School contract
awarded

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY - The search
for a permanent town admin-
istrator was revived and the
West Street School building
project advanced, reappoint-
ing and expanding the search
committee and awarding the
construction bid to a South
Hadley contractor.

The Selectboard kept the
five residents who served
on a prior search, added
two newcomers and set all
their terms through June 30.
A short time later, mem-
bers voted to award the

long-discussed West Street
building contract to Marois
Construction of South
Hadley and authorized act-
ing Town Administrator and
Police Chief Kevin O’Grady
to sign the agreement.

Search committee
reconstituted

Select Board Chair Mark
Bail opened the meeting by
turning to the first agenda
item: appointments to the
Town Administrator Search
Committee. O’Grady said
he would notify the full sev-
en-member committee and
get them started.

Because no formal
appointments had been
made at the prior meeting,
the board also reappointed

Please see SEARCH, page 11

TAB teens put together
successful food drive

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
teens at the Clapp Memorial
Library got together at their
monthly meeting last week
to collect and put together
the food donations from the
community during the Love
Your Neighbor Food Drive.

The teens organized the
boxes and cans of food, and
the items were donated to the
food pantries at St. Francis,
BUCC, Christ Community
Church, and the little food
pantries around town.

“I am always proud of my
teens. They come up with
great ideas for programming
and service projects, and they

are enthusiastic about mak-
ing our community, and the
world, a better place,” said
Teen Services Coordinator
Ruthie Sterling.

The teens collected canned
vegetables and soups, stuff-
ing, peanut butter, boxes of
cereal, and other items that
will help the people within
our community.

“It’s amazing to watch the
community come together to
help out neighbors in need!
Every can of tomato sauce,
box of pasta, and contain-
er of rice adds up and will
directly benefit Belchertown
residents,” said Sterling.
“Winter can be a hard time
for families and a hard time

Please see FOOD DRIVE,
page 3

Eagle Scout seeks to restore bridge

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
Giving back to the commu-
nity is a quest that the scouts
take very seriously, and
for 17-year-old Zach
Restucci, his
quest to serve the
community led
him to the bridge
on the walk-
ing trails at
Scarborough
Park.

“It’s a
large area
of con-
serva- |
tion, and |
the story
behind it
was very
interesting
to me,” said
Restucci. “I
wanted to do
a restoration
project because
I love resto-
ration. I like
that I can take

Zach Restucci is ready
to take on the project of
restoring the bridge at
Scarborough Park.

something old and make it
look brand new.”

The plans he had for the
bridge were brought to
him by the Conservation
Commission through
Conservation Administrator
Sarah Fortune, and a rep-
resentative from the

Kestrel Land Trust,
who answered his
call to the local
committees and
organizations to
see where help
. was needed.
Q Fortune led
him back to
the bridge
on the
walking
trail that
f was in
desperate
need of res-
toration from
someone who
cared.

“I saw the
bridge, and fell
in love with it,”
said Restucci.
“I could see
all the ways to

save it, and I wanted to do
something hard and challeng-
ing, and this fit that for me.”
Restucci got on the project
and began to research, put-
ting together his final propos-
al for the Eagle Award. He
gathered his list of needed

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The
last thing anyone wants to
do on a cold winter’s day is

to jump into freezing cold
water, but for the people
who signed up for the Polar
Plunge, they jumped in with
glee.

Arcpoint Brewing Co.
hosted the Massachusetts

supplies, including the wood
to fix the bridge, as well as
tools, and then brainstormed
ways to seek out donations
from local businesses.

Restucci met with the
Conservation Commission
last week to go over final
steps needed in order to get
the project started.

They are waiting to
hear back from National
Heritage, as the Conservation
Commission shared its con-
cern that the project would
be within its vicinity, but not
on or too close to an area
where a protected and endan-
gered plant is growing.

“I never saw this as a final
project or just a bridge,”
said Restucci. “It wasn’t just
about the project, but about

Please see EAGLE SCOUT,
page 5

Department in uniform.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Officer Senecal taking the plunge from the Granby Police

Poissant & Neveu Real Estate Team

Info@TheTeamThatSells.com | (413) 813-4479 | www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

Considering Selling Your Home in 2026?

Polar Plunge makes return splash

Special Olympics again for
a Polar Plunge in order to
raise money for the organi-
zation and had the Mobile
Plunge outside and ready for
the jumpers.

The Special Olympics is
dedicated to providing sport-
ing opportunities to individ-
uals with intellectual dis-
abilities, to “[make] a more
inclusive Massachusetts, one
game at a time”, according
to the website.

The Athlete Oath at the
Special Olympics, “Let me
win, but if I cannot win, let
me be brave in the attempt,”
is a reminder that the very
idea of trying something is
an attempt worthy of recog-
nition.

The Special Olympics
hosts Polar Plunges all
across the state, and the
money raised goes towards
providing sporting opportu-
nities for people of all ages
with no limitations.

The Polar Plunge raised
over $10,000, more than
last year’s $8,000, and even

Please see PLUNGE, page 5
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I COMMUNITY

A beautiful bird
perched proudly

A beautiful bald eagle took a rest on a tree in Granby resident
Jill Skibel’s yard.

Open positions for May
Belchertown town elections

BELCHERTOWN - The town election is coming up in
May, and there are several positions available to run for across
many boards and committees in town.

Board of Assessors - 1 seat open with a 2-year term

Board of Assessors — 1 seat open with a 3-year term

Board of Health — 2 seats open with 3-year terms each
Housing Authority — 1 seat open with a 4-year term
Moderator — 1 seat open with a 3-year term

Planning Board — 1 seat open with a 3-year term

School Committee — 2 seats open with 3-year terms each
Select Board — 1 seat open with a 3-year term

Nomination papers are now available in the Town Clerk’s
office and are due back by 5 p.m. on March 30, 2026.

GET

Full-Time
Advertising Sales

» Do you want to work in your community
helping local businesses connect with their
customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local
journalism, which tells the unique stories of
our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our
community newspapers. The right candidate
will assume an established territory with a
portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required. Previous
print sales experience is preferred but we
will train the right candidate.

Get ready for
more events
at the library

BELCHERTOWN
What’s going on at the
Clapp Memorial Library?
Check out these upcoming
events and programs!

FOR GENERAL
AUDIENCES:

BHS Art Reception

Tuesday, Feb. 24, 6 to 7 p.m.

The public is invited to
the Clapp Memorial Library
for an Art Exhibit Reception
for Elizabeth Texeira’s
Studio Art 3, Studio Art 4,
and Honors Art Classes at
Belchertown High School.
The reception will celebrate
the young artists’ work,
which will be on display in
the library throughout the
month of February. Light
refreshments will be provid-
ed. This program is funded
by the Friends of the Clapp
Memorial Library.

Pokémon Day
All Day Event!
Friday, Feb.27
For the second year in a
row, the Clapp Memorial
Library invites the public to
visit and celebrate Pokémon
Day with fun for all ages!
Take part in any of our
themed activities to earn a
raffle ticket for a Pokémon
Prize Bundle! Activities
include a Pokémon
Scavenger Hunt, Pokémon
Bingo, Pokémon Crafts and
Pokémon Movie Night!
Get all of the details about
times and whether an activ-
ity requires registration on
our website at clapplibrary.
org/event/pokemon-day-2.
Please keep in mind that
children under age 10 must
be accompanied and contin-
ually supervised by a par-
ent or caregiver while in the
Library per our Unattended
Child Policy.

Competitive commission structure,

401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Turley Publications

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley

Publications, Inc,

L, BN AR B i
Clapp Memorial
LIBRARY

FOR ADULTS:

MassSave Pop-Up
Resource Table
Friday, Feb. 20,
10am.to 5 p.m.

Learn about no-cost
Home Energy Assessments
(HEAs) and other MassSave
benefits for homeowners
and renters. Stop by the
resource table any time
between 10:00 am and 5:00
pm. Representatives of
HomeWorks Energy will
help explain all the benefits
and answer any questions.
This program is funded by
HomeWorks Energy, Inc.

Honoring Tét: the
Vietnamese New Year
Friday, Feb. 20, 6 to 7 p.m.

Join educator and author,
Dr. Edward Tick, to discuss
the spiritual and communal
meaning of Tét, the Lunar
New Year, and how it is cel-
ebrated in Viet Nam. Dr.
Tick will share how honor-
ing this holiday helps bring
healing to veterans of the
Vietnam War, their family
members, and to all of us in
global relationships.

What “YA” Readin’?
Book Club
Thursday, March 5,

7 to 8 p.m.

The library’s What “YA”
Readin’? Book Club, a
group for adults who read
Young Adult books, will
meet to discuss Twenty-
Four Seconds From
Now by Jason Reynolds.
April’s book will be One
Step Forward by Marcie
Flinchum Atkins. Copies of
the book are available for
checkout at the circulation
desk. New members are
welcome!

Coming Up!
Mindfulness Meditation
8 Week Course: Thursdays:
March 12 - April 30,
7to08:15 p.m.

Clapp Memorial Library
is once again offering an
introductory Mindfulness
Meditation and Stress
Reduction Awareness
course. Mindfulness med-
itation skills teach us to be
fully present in the moment,
help decrease stress lev-
els, and improve gener-
al well-being and health.
Registration is required. We
ask that you register only if
you are able to attend each
session. Register online at
clapplibrary.org or call 413-
323-0417. This course will
be taught by Magda Bechar,
a retired nursing professor
who has taught mindfulness
meditation skills to many
groups, including at the
Clapp Memorial Library, for
many years.

FOR TEENS:

Teen Book Club
Wednesday, Feb. 25,

3to4 pm.

The Clapp Memorial
Library has a book club for
teens in grades 7-12! On
Wednesday, Feb. 25, teens
will discuss The Honeys by
Ryan La Sala. Copies of
the book are available for
checkout at the library’s
circulation desk and on the
Libby and hoopla apps.
Snacks will be provided at
the meeting. Email clappli-
brarytab@gmail.com with
any questions.

Pokémon Diamond
Painting
Friday, Feb. 27,
4:30 to 6 p.m.

Celebrate Pokémon Day
at the Clapp Memorial
Library!

Students in grades 6-12
are invited to the library
to learn the basics of dia-
mond-painting by dia-
mond-painting their own
Eeveelution drink coaster!
All materials will be provid-
ed. Space is limited; email
clapplibrarytab@gmail.com

e

to register. This program,
which takes place in the
library’s Activity Room, is
funded by the Friends of the
Clapp Memorial Library.

D&D Afterschool
Adventures: Into the
Abomination Vaults

Mondays, Feb. 23 -

March 30, 2:30 to 4 p.m.

Grab your dice and join
us for our Spring Teen D&D
Campaign! Brave adventur-
ers are needed once again
to delve deep within the
Abomination Vaults and
defeat the dangers below!
For teens in grades 7-12.
Teens who played in last
year’s Abomination Vaults
may return with their same
characters as the story pro-
gresses. No experience
necessary. Space is limited
and registration is required.
Register online at clappli-
brary.org or call 413-323-
0417. Confirmations will
be sent out to students con-
firming enrollment or wait-
list status. Please email any
questions to tmannino @
cwmars.org

FOR CHILDREN:
Children’s Scavenger Hunt
Every Month in 2026!
February’s Theme:

Dav Pilkey, Prize:

Dav Pilkey Book Bundle

We’re inviting children
to participate in a Monthly
Scavenger Hunt! Look for
book characters and write
down the word you find
with them. When you have
all of the words, figure out
the saying and enter to win
the month’s themed prize!
One raffle ticket per child
each month.

Clapp Memorial

Library Hours:
Monday 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thursday 9:30 a.m.-7p.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

—CAMPUS NOTES —

Elms College announces recent
local graduates in December

CHICOPEE - Elms
College congratulates 60
students who graduated in
December 2025.

* Arnold Ekajulo of
Amherst received a
Bachelor of Science.

e Lucas Hunter of
Belchertown received
a Master of Business
Administration.

e Katerina Pruner of
Amherst received a
Bachelor of Science.

Elms College is a co-ed-
ucational Catholic college
offering a liberal arts curric-
ulum that prepares students
holistically for a purposeful
life in a diverse and inter-
connected world. Founded
in 1928 by the Sisters of St.

Joseph, Elms College has a
tradition of educating reflec-
tive, principled and creative
learners, who are rooted
in faith, educated in mind,
compassionate in heart,
responsive to civic and social
obligations, and capable of
adjusting to change without
compromising principle.

= Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

|
413-308-6904 7

Ludlow, MA

148 Carmelinas Circle

¥ Outside Parking Spaces Also
l Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.
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BELCHERTOWN - Blind
Date with a Book is back at
the Clapp Memorial Library,
and you can find an array of
many books to choose from
across many genres.

Select your favorite art
piece and prompt set done
by Charlotte Cassidy, and get
ready to dive into a new book.

V.8

A stunning drawing of a building-
careful not to rip this masterpiece!

SIS

You should definitely listen
to this dancing skeleton i
telling you this book is fun. <

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The shelf is stocked with many books to choose from for a “date”.

Pokémon Day
at the CML

BELCHERTOWN - For
the second year in a row,
the Clapp Memorial Library
invites the public to visit and
celebrate Pokémon Day on
Friday, February 27th with
fun for all ages! Take part in
any of our themed activities
to earn a raffle ticket for a
Pokémon Prize Bundle!

All Day: Pokémon
Scavenger Hunt

Pokémon have taken over
the library! All ages are invit-
ed to go on a scavenger hunt
to find them in the building.
2:30 to 5 p.m. on the Main
Floor: Pokémon Cross Stitch
with Jon Rymaz

Learn how to cross-stitch
a Pokémon! Jon Rymaz will
demonstrate cross-stitching
and assist others in learn-
ing on the main floor of the
library. Preregister online
at https://clapplibrary.org/
event/pokemon-cross-
stitch/ and choose your
Pokémon. Kits will be distrib-
uted on Pokémon Day. Walk-
ins are welcome, but Pokémon
options for walk-ins will be
limited. This program is for
ages 10+.

4:30 to 6 p.m.: Pokémon
Diamond-Painting for Teens
and Tweens

Students in grades 6-12 are

invited to diamond-paint a
drink coaster featuring Eevee
or one of its Eeveelutions!
Teen Services Coordinator
Ruthie Sterling will teach
the basics of diamond-paint-
ing. All materials will be
provided. Space is limited;
email clapplibrarytab@ gmail.
com to register.

5 to 6 p.m.: Pokémon Bingo

Do you know your
Pokémon? Patrons of all ages
are invited to drop-in during
this hour for Pokémon Bingo
on the main floor of the
library! Win a sticker prize!
Patrons under 10 must be
accompanied and continually
supervised by a parent or care-
giver while in the Library per
our Unattended Child Policy.
No registration is necessary.

6 to 7:45 p.m,: Pokémon
Movie Night

We will end the day by
showing the 2019 Pokémon
movie featuring Ryan
Reynolds as the voice of
Detective Pikachu.

This film is rated PG.
Patrons under 10 must be
accompanied and continually
supervised by a parent or care-
giver while in the Library per
our Unattended Child Policy.
Register at https://clapplibrary.
org/event/pokemon-movie-
night/

Open Door Open Mic Night

WILBRAHAM - Evangel
Assembly is excited to
announce our Open Door
Open Mic Night, on Saturday,
Feb. 21 at 7 p.m. at Evangel
Assembly, located at 348
Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham
in the East Wing.

This event is open to all,
inviting guests to enjoy
a night of diverse per-
formances or take the

stage themselves for a
five-minute performance of
their choice. Whether you’re
a singer, poet, comedian, or
storyteller, this is your chance
to shine.

For more information or
to register for a performance
slot, visit https://evangelas-
sembly.churchcenter.com/
people/forms/1120002.

FOOD DRIVE from page 1

for food pantries once the
holiday season winds down,
so I'm glad the community
has shown up to help.”

The teens worked hard to
coordinate, organize, and put
together the food, sorting it at
their monthly Teen Advisory
Board meeting, and there
were several new faces to
join in on the now annual tra-
dition of hosting a food drive.

“When I was a teenager,
my Girl Scout troop used
to collect canned goods and
nonperishables for families at
Thanksgiving,” said Sterling.

The food donations the teens collected throughout the week.

“Watching the teens sort the
donations to benefit their

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

community reminds me of
when my friends and I used
to get together to make these

Thanksgiving baskets. I am
proud to watch the next gen-
eration think critically about
helping their neighbors and

ending food scarcity.”

The food pantries around
town that the teens donated
to are always seeking dona-

The teens fill up the Helpful Hutch outside of the town hall.

tions, from the regularly goods and cereal, feminine
donated items like canned hygiene products, and paper

products like plates, tow-
els, and toilet paper are also
asked for. Toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, body
wash, shampoo, and other
personal hygiene products
are also in high demand.

“If you’re able to, remem-
ber to donate to food pan-
tries throughout the year as
opposed to just the holidays.
The need for food doesn’t go
away, and we all live safer,
healthier lives when our
neighbors and colleagues
have access to food,” said
Sterling.

The food drive was a great
success, and helped the teens
organize a way for to help
and uplift their neighbors,
providing for them and show-
ing them love.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE _

I 9
e

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

Juing on by The Readhoure Cafe!
Specials Are Served All Week
And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

ldiCS from The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO 2.

0

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS,
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

i theroadhousecafe

(=] theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

¥ 5 PRICES IN_RED

= =< __ARE AT OR BELOW

£5% I 5> LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDAINSP_ USDA INSP. FRESH EGGLANDS BEST 249
ea

FRESHBONELESS ™\ GRADE A LARGE FRESHEGGS 1007

li_OWER PRICES

0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS.....oon. > 1 2O

HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4

USDA INSP. FROZEN Thurs. 8-6 ¢

CHICKEN FEET ..o - 29

8-6  Sat. 8-3

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

SALE DATES:
2/19/26-225/26

D USDA INSP. FRESH
. USOANSE IESHBONELESS  §ap77 | S'c3aes L ) CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS rouswas 7 D
: PORK LOIN CHOPS ROAST... 128 R o s <S—
0 USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS oA NG TS S99
s PORK LOIN STUFFED GHOPS 33,:35 FRESH BONELESS LR 11— 6 b
s or ROAST W/ BREAD STUFFING... BEEF TOP SIRLOIN USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED
; oA Gemgq \ o CONROAST or STEAK) FilY COOKED BREADED
: ROAST BEEF e > D) SZ99 / FISHWEDGES OR STICKS ..o 2 25
A|E E USDA INSP. S 44 USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF 15/20 COUNT
- I R SWISS CHEESE 4 Ib i) GROUL&%DéRIE\ISSHRDNLY JUMBO RAW SHRIMP s 99
s a7 [e]e L e ) " pieriean O\ HEADONTAILON 1 s1s sc, ..., ~ O 2
aeny B USDA INSP: FROZEN $969 1 90 Meat Outlet @ [lraarate
E|A|R A PIG FEET .....c.consmnssenssnnssness . Memlb 413-737-1288
M| M| E D
S|A|D E

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS * SELECTION » SERVICE
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i PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the
Belchertown Police log and
arrests for the weeks of Feb.
6, through Feb. 12. The infor-
mation was provided by a
member of the police depart-
ment based on the review of
the detailed log summary.
This feature is designed to
provide context and expla-
nation to some of the calls
police respond to every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Friday, Feb. 6

12:39 p.m. — A 69-year-old
Springfield man was issued a
summons for revoked regis-
tration, speeding and an unin-
sured motor vehicle. An offi-
cer running radar on Stebbins
Street saw a vehicle going 49
mph in a 35-mph zone. The
officer stopped the vehicle
and found out the registra-
tion was revoked. The vehicle
was towed from the scene. A
criminal complaint citation
was issued.

Wednesday, Feb. 11

1:54 p.m. — A motor vehi-
cle stop resulted in a crim-
inal complaint citation to a
Ware man for a motor vehicle
offense.

7:10 p.m. — A 20-year-
old Belchertown woman
was issued a summons for
an uninsured motor vehicle,
unregistered motor vehicle
and license not in possession.
An officer doing radar on
George Hannum Road ran a
query on the plate and saw
a vehicle had revoked insur-
ance. They stopped the vehi-
cle. The person was charged
accordingly.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, Feb. 6

2:40 a.m. — An officer con-
ducted a building check and
saw a parked vehicle in front
of the property with out of
state plates. The officer dis-
covered it was the business
owner.

3:26 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Mill Valley Road. A vehi-
cle traveling south on Mill
Valley Road struck a deer
trying to cross the road. The
vehicle was operable and left
the scene. No injuries were
reported.

2:46 p.m. — An officer
was on patrol following up
on a previous report was
approached by a person who
found a handicapped placard.
The officer tried to contact
the placard owner and left
several messages. The person
planned to pick it up later.

2:59 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. The person
got a notification of a new
credit account they didn’t
open. They didn’t get noti-
fication from the company.
They were told to freeze their
accounts and contact the cred-
it bureau.

4:35 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a person about
damage that occurred to a
vehicle while it was being
worked on. The person had
the vehicle repaired and upon
picking it up noticed there
was damage. They contact-
ed the person that did the
repairs who initially denied it
and then admitted to causing
damage. The person said they
would cover the cost. The
officer said it was a civil mat-
ter, but it was documented.

9:17 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to assist
Belchertown Fire paramedics.

Saturday, Feb. 7
3:57 a.m. — An officer
responded to Clark Street for
a report of multiple vehicles

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

creating a hazard for snow
removal from DPW. They
were violating a winter park-
ing ban. The officer was able
to locate the owners of two of
the vehicles, but not the third.
The third vehicle was towed
from the scene.

8:01 a.m. — An officer
responded to Warren Wright
and Bay Road for a vehi-
cle parked impeding snow
removal. The owner was
advised the vehicle needed to
be moved. They told the offi-
cer they were unable to move
the vehicle due to transmis-
sion issues. The owner was
advised it would be towed.

9:01 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Federal Street and Bay
Road. A vehicle going west
on Federal Street was taking
a right turn into a business
parking lot. Due to snow and
icy conditions, the vehicle
continued forward and struck
a snowbank and a PVTA
sign instead. The vehicle was
towed from the scene. No
injuries were reported.

12:01 p.m. — A person
came into the station to sur-
render their LTC and then the
officers went to collect their
firearms and ammunition.

9:13 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Bardwell Street. A vehicle
traveling east on Bardwell
Street lost control and struck
a snowbank. A relative came
to help remove the vehicle.
No tows were needed and no
injuries were reported.

Sunday, Feb. 8

4:20 p.m. — An officer
spoke to people concerning
neighbor issues.

7:28 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Federal Street. A vehicle trav-
eling north on Federal Street
was struck in the front by an
oncoming vehicle. The driv-
er of the second vehicle said
their view was obstructed.
Both occupants of the first
vehicle were transported to
the hospital by Ambherst Fire
and Belchertown Fire. One
vehicle was towed and the
second was about to be driven
from the scene. No other inju-
ries were reported.

Monday, Feb. 9
7:50 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
North Main Street. A vehicle
attempting to turn left into a
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TopFloor

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Oor Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals
LEARNING Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

Comp
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

uter

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearninglorg
" Shttps://topfloorlearning.org/* - °

North Main Street residen-
tial driveway was struck by
a second vehicle going south
on North Main Street. No
injuries were reported and no
tows were needed.

8:06 a.m. — An officer
responded to Federal Street
for a report of a vehicle stuck
in a snowbank. The operator
of the vehicle said they were
trying to turn on to Federal
Street, so they overturned into
a snowbank and got stuck. A
tow company contacted to get
the vehicle unstuck. It was
driven from the scene.

12:22 p.m. — An officer
took a report of a distur-
bance. It was a disagreement
between a resident and care-
givers.

3:28 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. A resident
got a notification that a new
credit account was opened
and they didn’t open one.
There were also two purchas-
es made with the card. They
filed a dispute and wanted the
matter documented.

6:02 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Stebbins Street. A vehicle
traveling south struck a dog
that ran into the southbound
lane. The dog was deceased
and the vehicle was able to be
driven from the scene.

Tuesday, Feb. 10

3:31 p.m. — An officer
responded to the area of Foley
Field for a report of a person
got their vehicle stuck in the
snow. The area wasn’t plowed
but it was driven over a cou-
ple of times. The DPW was
contacted to plow the path-
way out and tow company
was able to remove the vehi-
cle. Its registration status was
not active. It was towed to
impound.

6:42 p.m. — An officer took
a report of harassment. A per-
son reported harassment from
a former acquaintance.

7:10 p.m. — An officer
responded to a residence for
a report of a past domestic
disturbance.

Wednesday, Feb. 11

12:38 a.m. — An officer
on patrol was contacted by a
person who was looking to
access mental health and vet-
erans’ services. The officer
gave them information.

2:02 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
West Street. A vehicle travel-

ing east on West Street began
to slide when the operator
couldn’t navigate the sharp
turn. The vehicle left the
roadway and struck a rock.
The vehicle was able to be
driven from the scene after
being winched out by a tow
truck.

4:35 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Federal Street. A vehicle
going into a Federal Street
business parking lot was
struck by ice that fell off the
building. They reported it to
the business and was told the
property owner would need to
be contacted.

Thursday, Feb. 12

10:07 a.m. — An officer
took a report of vandalism
at the trail head at Warren
Wright Road. A vehicle’s
window was broken. There
was a white SUV tried to park
next to the vehicle. The driv-
er’s side rear door window. A
“be on the lookout” order was
put out for the vehicle. There
is no other information at this
time.

7:03 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to assist
Belchertown Fire paramedics.

9:59 p.m. — An officer
responded to Stebbins Street
for a report of a deer struck
by a vehicle. It was injured
and euthanized.

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby
Police Department respond-
ed to 155 calls for the week
of Feb. 6, through Feb. 14.
Those arrested are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides
all information.

Friday, Feb. 6

2:34 p.m. — A resident
came to the station to report a
possible scam involving their
computer. They did not give
any personal information, and
they were advised to check
with their bank for any unau-
thorized transactions.

5:34 p.m. — A motor-
ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no
injuries.

Saturday, Feb. 7

10:10 a.m. — A motor-
ist reported a minor two-car
accident in the parking lot.
There were no injuries.

10:15 a.m. — The Highway
Department reported that two
vehicles were parked on the
road in the listed area block-
ing snow removal. The oper-
ators were ice fishing and
advised to move their vehi-
cles.

12:39 p.m. — A resident
came to the station to report
that their business checking
account had been hacked. A
report was taken.

10:40 p.m. — A motorist
reported that they slid off the
road and into a snowbank.
Officers pushed the vehicle
back onto the roadway.

Monday, Feb. 9

3:45 a.m. — A motorist
reported that there is a car
in a snowbank on Batchelor
St with no one in the area.
Officers responded and did not
locate anyone. Efforts were
made to contact the registered
owner but unsuccessful. The
vehicle was towed away.

7:29 a.m. — Several motor-
ists reported a three-car
accident. Granby Police and
Fire responded. There were
no injuries. Three car motor
vehicle accident with air bag
deployment.

12:35 p.m. — A motor-
ist reported a vehicle drove
off the road and struck a
tree. Granby Police and Fire
responded. The operator was
transported to the hospital
with non-life-threatening inju-
ries.

3:02 p.m. — A motor-
ist reported a two-car acci-
dent. Granby Police and Fire
responded. There were no
injuries.

Tuesday, Feb. 10

2:55 p.m. — A FED EX
truck was rearended while
making a delivery. There
were no injuries.

10:55 p.m. — The Highway
Department reported that
a vehicle slid off the road.
There were no injuries.

Thursday, Feb. 12
11:05 p.m. — A business
owner reported a window
was broken on one of their
employees’ vehicles and

something was stolen.
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CULTURE from page 1

ciated all the cultures present.

“We have so many differ-
ent cultures represented here,
and they never get a chance
to talk about themselves,”
said Keving Hillman, who
teaches English, French, and
ELL at MacDuffie. “When
I came in, I said this need-
ed to have food, music, and
dance.”

The school had been host-
ing a similar event before
Hillman began teaching in
2012, but he helped it to
grow and become much
more, emphasizing and cel-
ebrating the individuality of
these students through expe-
riencing through the five
senses rather than just with
presentation boards.

“Working in a school like
this, you have so many cul-
tures and groups, and you get
to learn from them. It’s see-
ing the world come togeth-
er in our little school,” said
Hillman.

The school also hosts
a Diversity Day, where it
takes on a more educational
approach and happens during
the school day. This Festival
is a separate time for fun
over the weekend that allows
the students to step up and
share what they love about
their home countries with
their friends.

“Anyone who comes here
is going to get a truly authen-
tic, international experience,
all created by the kids,” said
Hillman. “I love watch-
ing the kids have to prob-
lem-solve and figure out how
to make the event special.”

The room was filled with
staff and students, all learn-
ing from one another, eating
delicious food prepared by
the students, and taking a
chance out of a busy semes-
ter and out of the hustle of

A delicious spread from Armenia, including Armenian lavash bread, BBQ vegetables, pome-
granate, dried fruits, eggplant spread, and gata.

the real world, to learn about
their neighbors and find
something more to appreci-
ate about them.

Learning Chinese calligraphy and how to

create different characters.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
The room was packed with people ready to

learn about the cultures of their classmates.

Cannonball!

PLUNGE from page 1

though the Plunge had to
be postponed due to subze-
ro temperatures, the actual
day of the Plunge was perfect
weather, with sunshine and
40 degrees.

“The best part of it was
definitely community, and
seeing everybody come
together for a great cause.
There were a lot of volun-
teers from Special Olympics
who came, and the volun-
teers took time out of their
weekend to come, and that is
very, very special,” said Dave
Pare, one of the owners of
Arcpoint.

The highest fundraising
individual was Granby Police
Officer Senecal, who took
the plunge in full police gear
and raised a total of $1,845.

“After two years, we had

Drymg off and smiling as they choose

“Freezin’ for a Reason.”

Diving into the cold for a cause.

The crowd gathered and was ready for the Polar Plunge.

more people jumping, and
we raised more money. Our
focus is the Polar Plunge,
and it’s our goal to make
that a priority every year,”
said Pare. “Our goal is to
really grow the event. If

we can get more people to
come out every year, that’s
more money for the Special
Olympics, and it’s a win-win
for everyone.”

The water was a brisk 50
degrees, but jumpers still

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

came out to take the dive
and put forward money for a
worthy cause to support our
neighbors and beyond.

THE BEST FRESH

FOR FEBRUARY!

February Is National
Wild Bird Feeding Month
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EAGLE SCOUT

from page 1

the life lessons I’'m getting
along the way. This is a
vision of 12 years of work
that I am having translated
through this project.”

Through his time in Boy
Scouts, Restucci has learned
public speaking, leadership
skills, organization, commu-
nication, and how to answer
questions with confidence,
and has been able to use
these skills in real time in
this project.

“I’m really challenging
myself and all my skills so I
can put it all into this project

“It wasn’t just about the
project, but about the life
lessons I’m getting along
the way. This is a vision of
12 years of work that | am
having translated through

this project.”

— Zach Restucei

for the community to have
a safer place to walk,” said
Restucci.

Through his time in Boy
Scouts, he has learned how
to engage with the public and

is learning life
skills that will
serve and help
him and others
in the future.

He is looking
forward to hear-
ing from the
Conservation
Commission,
and getting
started on this
project as he
seeks to aid the
community, at
the same time as preserving
the dignity of this historical
piece of land.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park




PAGE 6

THE SENTINEL «- THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2026

I OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I have been working
somewhat consistent-
ly since commencing my
Social Security benefit
income. I've been collect-
ing since my full benefit
age of 66, approximately.
I’'m now 81 and custom-
arily, in about October of
each calendar year, Social
Security notifies me of
additional benefits from
my additional work. Not
this year.

1 earned some $18,000-
$19,000 in 2025. SS
advised I did not meet
some 35-year formula.
I thought that formula
just applied to the orig-
inal benefit calculation.
Otherwise, one seems
cheated given the SS taxes
paid on income received
after applying for benefits
without any consideration
for that income. Please
advise me.

Signed: Feeling
Cheated

Dear Feeling Cheated:

For Your Information,
your Social Security ben-
efit is always based on the
highest 35 years of your
lifetime earnings with
your early years’ earnings
automatically adjusted for
inflation. And that for-
mula continues even after
you start receiving bene-
fits. Social Security will
look at your earnings each
year to see if your recent
earnings are among your
highest. If so, they will
automatically recalculate
your benefit to give you
a higher amount and pay
you retroactively to the
first of that year.

Apparently, in past
years, your more recent
earnings were among the
highest over your lifetime,
which is why you received
those notifications in
the fall of each previous
year saying your benefit
was adjusted based upon
recent earnings. That you
didn’t get a similar noti-
fication this year, means
that your earnings in
2024 were not among the
highest over your life-
time, so no adjustment to
your monthly benefit was
appropriate.

Now, to clarify,
those annual notices
you received in the past

I’'m still working; Why didn’t
my benefit amount increase

always referred to the pre-
ceding year — that is, if
you received a notice in
October 2024 of a high-
er SS benefit, that was a
result of your 2023 earn-
ings. If you got no such
notice in October of 2025,
that means that your 2024
income was not among the
highest over your lifetime.
And your 2025 earnings
of $18,000 - $19,000 will
likely not be among your
lifetime highest either, so
you probably won’t get a
notice next year either.

It’s important to under-
stand that your contribu-
tions to Social Security,

e., the SS payroll taxes
you pay while working,
are not put into a separate
account for you - rather,
they are used to help pay
benefits to all beneficia-
ries.

In other words, just con-
tributing to SS with pay-
roll tax from your work
earnings doesn’t necessar-
ily mean you get a higher
benefit. Your SS benefit is
always based upon the 35
years in which you earned
the most, including recent
years if you continue to
work. So, you weren’t
“cheated” that is simply
how the program works
your SS benefit is always
based on your highest 35
years of work earnings,
including recent years,
with earnings from the
early years adjusted for
inflation.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

(Measus? MAVBE T SHOULDVE
| GOTTEN THE K\OS
VAGCINATED /

[;?AIUE @ANLU NT7 &) www.davegranlund com

What are shallots, anyway?

hortly after the two
S part column on grow-

ing onions, I received a
question about shallots.

My friend was looking
through a seed catalog
and wanted to know
the ins and outs of
growing them. This
topic was a fun
one for me because
it required some
research.

Can you believe
that the Garden Lady
has never grown shallots
before? There is an expla-
nation why, with part of the
reason being that I am not
what you’d consider a fancy
cook, and shallots have their
place in fine dining.

The other reason is that
admittedly I never under-
stood the point of shallots —
aren’t they just small onions?
Why would you buy some-
thing special for a recipe if
you had a good old fashioned
onion in the pantry?

As all the cooks in the
audience gasp, let me qualify
that statement with the fact
that now I know better.

Shallots are slightly differ-
ent plants from onions scien-
tifically. Whereas the onion
goes by the name Allium
cepa, shallots are what you
would call a cousin, with the
Latin name Allium cepa gr.
Aggregatum.

Although the flavor hints
of garlic (who is another
more distant cousin), shallots
are sweeter and more mild
than onions, and are a staple
in French and Asian cuisine
where they can be used raw
or cooked. Think delicate
sauces or vinaigrettes.

I laugh when I picture all
of the onion family mem-
bers sitting around at a party.
You’d have the gregarious
onion, the boisterous garlic
and then the cultured shallot,
wearing a beret and speaking
with a French accent.

I’'m not sure why my mind
went there, but it was a fun
digression.

by
Roberta McQuaia

In terms of culture, shal-
lots are similar to onions in
that they can be grown from
both sets or seeds. Seeds
would be started indoors
anytime now through March.
Transplants or sets are best
planted in the garden as soon
as the ground can be worked,
usually early April.

Although shallots mature
smaller than onions, spacing
should still be four-six inches
apart so that they can size up
to their full potential. They
are shallow rooted, so sup-
plemental watering is a must.

When foliage reaches 12
inches, apply a mulch around
the base of each plant to
help conserve moisture and
cut down on weed compe-
tition. Until that point, cul-
tivate carefully by hand or
pull individual weeds as they
pop up.

Like onions, scallions
begin to “bulb up” around
the time of the summer equi-
nox. Top dressing with fer-
tilizer at that time is a smart
idea.

As summer draws to a
close, shallots will exhibit
similar die back as onions,
whereby the tops begin to
fall over, indicating they
are ready for harvest. If the
weather cooperates, sun cure
on the ground or garden path
for a few days, then move
indoors to a spot with good

n

air movement to finish the
curing process.

Once necks have shrunk-
en and dried, cut the tops
off to about one inch above

the bulb and store in mesh

bags as close as you

can to the freez-

ing mark with
ample humidity.

One interesting

fact 1 learned
from Fedco Seeds

(www.fedcoseeds.com)
is that if you don’t have
a room that cold, humid-
ity can be adjusted to make
up the difference for proper
storage.

For example, best case
scenario dictates that shallots
need 34 degrees at 66 per-
cent humidity. Say the cold-
est you can get your storage
spot is 55 degrees, well then
they would like 45 percent
humidity. The closest you
can get it to add up to 100
the better.

I wonder if this theory
holds true for other crops
in storage. My squash and
pumpkin aren’t the happiest
this year, so maybe I will
look into how to manipulate
the environment to avoid
some of the shriveling I am
seeing.

Anyhow, I hope you had
a few chuckles reading this
column and that you might
feel inclined to give shallots,
that cultured onion cousin, a
try this gardening season.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Quabbin Photo Group to host presentation on wildlife tracking

BELCHERTOWN - The
Quabbin Photo Group will
be hosting a presentation at
its February meeting fea-
turing Outdoor Education
Specialist Jack Bonafini from
the Massachusetts Division
of Fisheries and Wildlife. His
presentation will focus on
tracking deer, designed espe-
cially for photographers.

With nearly a decade of
experience in the Hunter
Education and Learn to Hunt
programs, Jack brings deep
field knowledge and practi-
cal insight into deer biology,
habitat, food preferences, and
tracking techniques. This ses-
sion will give you a clearer
understanding of deer behav-
ior and movement patterns,
along with real-world strat-
egies for reading sign and
interpreting the landscape.

You’ll come away with
tools and techniques to
improve your chances of
meaningful, ethical, and

respectful close encounters
and to capture stronger, more
informed wildlife photo-
graphs. Whether you’re new
to wildlife photography or
looking to sharpen your field
skills, this informative semi-
nar will help take your work
to the next level.

* Monday, Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.

¢ Belchertown Recreation
Department

* 66 State Street,
Belchertown (behind
the Belchertown Police
Department)

Founded in 1984, the
Quabbin Photo Group traces
its roots to the Belchertown
Color Camera Club, which
was established in 1948 by
noted local photographer
Les Campbell. What began
as a small group of friends
meeting in homes a few
times a year has evolved into
a vibrant organization that

SUBMITTED PHOTO

A stunning photo taken of a doe in the forest.

now holds monthly meetings

and educational programs for

photographers of all levels.
Les Campbell (1925-

2020), who remained active
with QPG well into his 90s,
was a nationally recog-
nized photographer whose

deep love for the Quabbin
Reservoir inspired genera-
tions of local photographers.
His legacy endures through
the group’s continuing mis-
sion-to share nature images,
learn from one another, and
foster a greater appreciation
for the natural beauty of the
Quabbin region.

Today, the Quabbin Photo
Group welcomes anyone
with an interest in nature
photography, whether begin-
ner or experienced. Meetings
throughout the year feature
educational presentations,
guest speakers, and “member
nights,” where participants
share and discuss their work.

For more information, visit
our website at quabbinpho-
togroup.com or contact QPG
President Mark Lindhult
at mlindhult@gmail.com or
Program Chair Ed Comeau
at ecomeau @ comeauphotog-
raphy.com.

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence and
home telephone number.
We must authenticate
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the
right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed
to be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com. The
deadline for submissions
is Friday at 5 p.m.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontest-
ed races are asked to submit
their statements to the editor
to include only biographical
and campaign platform details.
Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between
300-500 words maximum.
Please include a photo. We
will not publish any statements
of candidacy inside the four
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other cam-
paign publicity during the race,
please contact our advertising
representatives. We also do not
allow personal attacks against
other candidates or political
parties in statements of can-
didacy, nor do we publish for
free any information about key
endorsements or political fund-
raisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY-The Granby
girls’ soccer team has won
the last two Western Mass.
Class D championship titles.

Most of the soccer players
are also members of the Lady
Rams basketball team, which
hasn’t won a Western Mass.
title since 2007.

The top-seeded Lady
Rams hoop team advanced
to the Western Mass. Class
D finals after dispatching
the fifth-seeded Pioneer
Valley Regional Lady
Panthers, 61-23, in a semifi-
nal game played at Sullivan
Gymnasium, last Friday
night.

“This is the first time that
the basketball team will be
playing in the Western Mass.
finals since I’ve been a mem-
ber of the team, which feels
really good,” said junior
Kalli White. “Almost all the
players on the basketball
team also play soccer, so we
already have experienced
playing in a championship
game. We always wanted to
win a Western Mass. title in

Rms head for
Western Mass. finals

basketball. “

Granby (17-3), who
beat eighth-seeded Smith
Academy, 55-42, in the quar-
terfinals, was scheduled to
face third-seeded Pioneer
Valley Christian Academy in
the Class D finals.

“I’'m extremely happy for
these girls,” said Granby
head coach Dave Padavano.
“They’ve worked very hard
all season long and they
deserve it.”

Back in 2007, the Lady
Rams, who were also the
top-seeded team, defeated
Lee, 62-46, in the Western
Mass. Division 3 finals
at the historic Curry Hicks
Cage located on the UMass
Ambherst campus.

White, who scored her
1000th career point during
the regular season, has com-
piled more than 100 points
(goals + assists) on the soccer
pitch. She’ll enter her senior
season with 90 career goals
and 21 career assists.

White, who also excels on
the lacrosse field, finished
the semifinal basketball game

Please see GRANBY, page 8

»
e
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Kalli White
‘heads down
the court on a
breakaway.

GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brenna Moreno attempts the
layup.

Rowan Cook tries to grab the rebound.

Pioneers fall against
Franklin Tech.

PALMER - Last
Thursday night,
Pathfinder Tech boys
basketball was defeat-
ed by Franklin Tech
53-49 in a game that
Pathfinder nearly came
all the way back to tie.
In the loss, Cassian
Kowalik had a massive
game with 28 points. He
made seven free throws
for the Pioneers. The
Pioneers are still look-
ing to qualify for the
state tournament and
need more wins this
week to squeeze in.

Dustyn Cook takes a
free throw.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOG
PHOTOS.COM

lan Squi Nieves heads
down the court.

See more
photos on

Maddox Baer avoids
the defense and
goes for the hoop.

O’s offense shut down by Falcons

Aubrey Klingensmith is
pressured outside the arc.

Aubrey McGain
shoots on the run.

AN

P S
.,

ABOVE: Emily
Waller looks

to get around
an opponent.

TURLEY PHOTOS
BY DAVID HENRY
WWW.SWEETDOG-
PHOTOS.COM

WILBRAHAM - Last Monday night,
Belchertown High School girls basket-
ball suffered a power outage on offense at
Minnechaug Regional, falling 67-21. In the

loss, Kina Roy

while Aubrey Klingensmith and Cassidy
MacLean had four points each. Belchertown
finished the regular season 9-9 overall. The

managed just five points

for the Western Mass. tournament.

Orioles will need to win at least one of two
nonplayoff games this week to qualify for
the state tournament. They did not qualify

LEFT:
Morghan Litz
dribbles near
the corner.
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Thunderbirds outslug Wild on road

DES MOINES, IA - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(18-24-4-2) once again post-
ed a prolific offensive show-
ing, outpacing the Iowa
Wild (13-28-4-1) for a roll-
er-coaster 8-6 victory on
Saturday night inside Casey’s
Center in Des Moines.

The opening 20 min-
utes were a roller coaster of
emotions for both teams and
their fans. Operating a man
down in the opening min-
utes, the T-Birds still man-
aged to break the ice, as Otto
Stenberg beat Cal Petersen
with a wrister from the left
circle at 1:20 of the period,
making it 1-0.

Normally a very disci-
plined team, Springfield
succumbed to another pen-
alty two minutes later, and
Iowa made them pay as
Tyler Pitlick jabbed a back-
hand rebound over Georgi
Romanov to tie the game,
1-1, at 3:53.

Springfield quickly coun-
tered at 6:36, as Quinton
Burns flipped a wrister that
glanced off Zach Dean’s
blade, skipping through

Petersen to make it a 2-1
game in the T-Birds’ favor.
Jakub Stancl followed up
3:10 later with his second
goal in as many days, finish-
ing off a 2-on-1 pass from
Hugh McGing to extend
Springfield’s lead to 3-1.

Like an evening ago,
though, the Wild refused to
go away, and Pitlick cashed
in on his second of the period
off a 2-on-1 setup by Hunter
Haight to make it a 3-2 game
at 15:14.

The one-goal deficit was
short-lived for the Wild,
as Thomas Bordeleau
stripped the puck from an
Iowa defender and rifled
home a perfect shot past
Petersen’s blocker at 15:43
to make it 4-2. The goal was
Bordeleau’s first in a T-Birds
uniform.

With just precious seconds
remaining in the period, the
Wild again responded in
kind, as Nic Aube-Kubel set
up Jack Peart in the left cir-
cle for a buzzer-beating tally
in the midst of a delayed
Springfield penalty, sending
Iowa into the break trailing

Pioneers fall against

Franklin Tech

Grayson Griswold eyes an open teammate.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

INSET: Brody Wetnicka holds the ball outside the arc.

by just a goal at 4-3.

Yet, despite the poten-
tial momentum chang-
er from Peart, Springfield
quickly responded to begin
the middle frame, as Chris
Wagner went to a knee to
guide a power play feed from
Matt Luff in behind Petersen
at 1:32 of the second, making
it 5-3.

The T-Birds’ defense sta-
bilized after the chaos of the
first, and the offense contin-
ued its confident weekend,
as Theo Lindstein cashed in
for the second time in two
games, punching a shot
through Petersen’s glove side
at 9:15 off another Luff assist
to push the lead to 6-3.

Springfield’s power play
added to their tally when
Michael Buchinger whis-
tled a shot through the legs
of William Rousseau, who
entered the net in place of
Petersen to begin the third.
Buchinger’s fifth of the sea-
son gave the T-Birds a 7-3
advantage.

Even facing a huge defi-
cit, the Wild continued to
scratch and claw. A pair of

Cassian Kowalik gets the tip-off.

Springfield penalties opened
the door for Iowa, and the
home side took full advan-
tage as Dylan Gambrell
cashed in on a rebound to the
right of Romanov at 8:04 to
make it 7-4.

David Jiricek followed
with a slap shot from the
blue line that caromed in
behind Romanov at 12:47,
and the Springfield lead
shrank to 7-5.

Things got even hair-
ier for the T-Birds when
Caedan Bankier got to his
own rebound at 16:32 to
beat Romanov along the near
side, and Towa incredibly got
the lead shaved down to a
single goal, 7-6.

In the end, though, Towa’s
miraculous comeback
attempt came up one tally
short, as Luff delivered a
much-needed empty net goal
with 26 seconds remaining to
seal the win. Luff and Stancl
each finished their evenings
with a goal and two assists,
and Springfield’s eight goals
from eight different players
set a club record for most
goals in a game on the road.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Eleanor Szlosek goes for the three-pointer.

GRANBY from page 7

with a total of 34 points and
10 rebounds.

“Kalli plays well in
almost every game, and we
can’t take her for granted,”
Padavano said. “She’s a
very special basketball play-
er.”

White came out of the
game with 1:28 remaining
in the third quarter and she
didn’t play during the fourth
quarter. She finished with
a total of 15 field goals,
which were mainly lay-ups
and inside hoops, along with
four foul shots.

“Most of the time, the
opposing teams would clog
the paint, which makes it a
lot harder to score,” White
said. “They left it open in
tonight’s game, which
allowed me to do my thing.
I also received a lot of nice
passes from my teammates.”

The Lady Rams’ only
other double digit scorer
against the Lady Panthers
was junior Brenna Moreno,
who scored 10 of her 13
points in the second half.
All three of the Lady Rams
3-pointers were made by
Moreno, who also plays
three sports, has racked up
close to 50 career points
as a member of the soccer
team.

Freshman Rowan Cook (4
points), who’s a member of
the cross country and soft-
ball teams began the game
with an inside hoop before
White scored the next seven
points.

Holding a 9-0 lead in the
middle of the opening quar-
ter, Pioneer Valley finally

Kaitlyn Curran tries to get
around the defense.

broke the ice with back-to-
back 3-pointers by senior
Kyler McClelland. (11
points).

The Rams reeled off the
next 19 points, which gave
them a commanding 28-6
lead with 1:25 left in the
first half.

Pioneer Valley freshman
Maggie Tsipenyuk scored
the final four points of the
half.

White scored 16 points in
the third quarter. She made
a lay-up with 2:25 left in
the third quarter giving the
home team a 48-12 lead.

Kalli’s younger sister,
Kara, who’s a freshman,
also made a lay-up in the
fourth quarter, which were
her only points.

Rounding out the box
score for the home team
were junior Meredith
Bartosz (1 point), freshman
Ari Mislak (2 points), junior
Eleanor Szlosek (2 points),
and senior Kaitlyn Curran
(3 points).

The Helping Hutch
al

?i:tnert}' House

Donate at new food
pantry at town hall

The Helping Hutch, located at the town hall, is ready to be
stocked by the community to help others in need.

Enjoying th

..L 4

— L4

. 4

The guests for the show with Magician Rich Gilbert.

piy ol A

Every magician needs an assistant!

e Magic at the COA

GRANBY - The Granby
Council on Aging hosted a
Magic Show, featuring The
Magic of Rich Gilbert, and
seniors had the opportunity
to come out for lunch, and
enjoy a fun and entertaining
show.

N

Magician Rich Gilbert getting ready for the show.
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Granby Democratic Town
Committee to hold caucus

GRANBY - The Granby
Democratic Town Committee
will hold a caucus on
February 28 at 11 a.m. at the
Granby Free Public Library,
297 East State Street.

The committee will
elect four delegates and
four alternates to the 2026
Massachusetts Democratic
Convention, where
Democrats from across
Massachusetts will gather to
endorse candidates for state-
wide office. The Convention
will be held on May 29 and
30 at the DCU Center in
Worcester.

The Democratic
Committee welcomes partic-
ipants. The caucus is open to
all, but only Democrats reg-
istered in Granby can run for
delegate. Registration will
begin at 10:30 a.m., and the
Caucus will start at 11.

The committee normally
meets on the fourth Saturday
of the month at the Granby
Free Public Library. For
more information on the cau-
cus or the committee please
contact Tobias Wilson at

chair@granbydemocrats.
com or visit their website at
www.granbydemocrats.com.

Rocky’s Ace Hardware
customers rally

Raising $113,930
through Round Up
for Kids

SPRINGFIELD, Mass.
- A few cents at the regis-
ter turned into a power-
ful show of community
support as Rocky’s Ace
Hardware customers once
again stepped up for chil-
dren>s health. This yearss
Round Up for Kids cam-
paign raised $113,930 across
Rocky>s locations, directing
critical funding to Childrenss
Miracle Network Hospitals
serving the communities
where customers live and
shop.

The fundraiser ran during
two high-traffic periods, one
in the spring and another
during the late fall and hol-
iday season, giving custom-
ers multiple opportunities to
round their purchase totals up
to the nearest dollar. Those
small contributions added
up quickly, with Baystate
Children’s Hospital receiv-
ing more than $23,925 from
participating Rocky’s stores
in western Massachusetts.

“Round Up for Kids
shows what happens when
local communities come
together around something
bigger than a single transac-
tion,” said Rocco Falcone,
president of Rocky’s Ace
Hardware. “Our customers
understand that these hos-
pitals are there for families
on their hardest days, and
they’re proud to support care
that can change a child’s
future.”

Eight Rocky’s locations in
eastern Massachusetts took

part in the campaign. One
hundred percent of the funds
raised at those locations
were directed to Baystate
Children’s Hospital to sup-
port pediatric care, medical
innovation, and family-cen-
tered services.

“This campaign contin-
ues to grow because people
believe in it,” Falcone said.
“Looking ahead, we’re excit-
ed to keep building on this
momentum and finding new
ways to support the hospitals
that do so much for our com-
munities.”

Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals has raised
nearly $10 billion since
1983, helping fund vital
treatments, research, and pro-
grams that improve the lives
of children nationwide.

About Rocky’s
Ace Hardware

Rocky’s Ace Hardware,
your neighborhood store for
paint, hardware, lawn and
garden, and grilling, has
been in continuous opera-
tion, under the same family
ownership, since opening its
first location in Springfield,
Massachusetts in 1926. From
one modest store to now 51
convenient locations through-
out Connecticut, Florida,
Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and
Rhode Island, Rocky’s has
become one of the country’s
largest Ace Hardware deal-
ers, noted for its exception-
al customer service and vast
product selection. For more
information, visit rockys.
com.

I OBITUARIES

Regina R. Wright (Dexter)

BRIMFIELD - Regina R.
Wright (Dexter), born July
10, 1954, in Northampton,
Massachusetts, passed away
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2026, at
the age of 71, surrounded
by loved ones.

She was the beloved
daughter of the late
Richard and Ruth Dexter
(Cleveland). Regina is
survived by her daugh-
ter, Kimberly Wright, and
her life partner, David
Tolson, along with her four
grandchildren, Benjamin,
Hailey, Brookelynn, and
Olivia Lamica. She is also
remembered by her two
sisters, Marlene Rule and
her husband Robert, and
Deanna Wiseman and her
brother Richard Dexter
11 (Richie) and his wife
Susan. Her memory will be
cherished by her nieces and
nephews and their families.

Regina graduated from
Belchertown High School
in 1972. After high school,
she pursued a dedicated and
much-loved career as a spe-
cial education paraprofes-
sional. Through the years
she enjoyed volunteering
to assist with events such

Gilles Andre Gagnon

BELCHERTOWN -
Gilles Andre Gagnon, age
92, died peacefully at home
on February 7, 2026, in
Belchertown.

Gill now joins his high
school sweetheart, soulmate,
and wife, Joan M. Gagnon,
who together celebrated
62 years of marriage. His
children and their spous-
es are Paul and Sue, of
Denver, Colorado; Joe and
Margie of Belchertown, Bob
and Carrie of Wilbraham,
and Doreen and Ray Cook
of Purcellville, Virginia. Gill
is survived by his sister-in-
law, Jean Horne of Holyoke,
and many beloved nieces and
nephews.

Gill was Poppy to six
grandchildren: Nick and his
wife Emily, Jen and her hus-
band LeRoy III, Michelle
and husband Adam, Michael
and wife Michaela, Caitlin
and husband Charlie, and
Joe and fiancée Taylor.
Gill was Great Poppy to
his seven great-grand-
children: LeRoy IV, Mia,

as the Special
Olympics. Regina
devoted her life
to supporting and
enriching the lives
of others.

Regina’s great-
est joy came
from being a
Mother and eventually a
Grandmother. She was
known for planning the best
parties and firmly believed
that things should be home-
made. Often spending
hours decorating elaborate
cakes for all occasions and
planning party games and
scavenger hunts. Being an
active role in her daughter’s
life was extremely import-
ant to Regina; she was
always the first to volunteer,
from Girl Scout leader to
softball coach, and so much
more.

Regina had a passion
for camping, first in a
tent and eventually in an
RV. She traveled all over
the Northeast to give her
daughter so many memo-
rable experiences. She
even once drove all the
way to Florida with a pop-
up camper in tow with her

Brayden, Emilian-
na, Joey, Maddie,
and Carter.

Gill is preced-
ed in death by his
sisters, Yolande
and Antoinette
DiBenedetto,
and parents, Milia-
na and Joseph A. Gagnon.

Gill was born on
September 4, 1933, in
Holyoke, Massachusetts.
Gill worked for the Holyoke
Water Power and Northeast
Utilities as both a Boiler
Fireman and Operator for
35 years. While working
there, Gill served diligently
as a Union Steward, focus-
ing on ensuring employ-
ee safety and securing and
maintaining employee ben-
efits. Gill resided with his
family in Chicopee for
thirty years before moving
to Belchertown for twen-
ty-eight years. Gill was a
parishioner of Saint Mary’s
in Chicopee and then Saint
Francis Catholic Church in
Belchertown.

daughter and
niece to take them
to Disney. As

she got older, she
especially enjoyed
her camp up in
Maine. She also
enjoyed many
traveling adven-
tures and casino trips with
her partner. She was a tal-
ented seamstress and had a
knack for crafting. She also
enjoyed playing in card
leagues as well as play-
ing games with family and
friends, especially Scrabble!

Regina was a devoted
Daughter, Sister, Mother,
Grandmother, Life Partner
and Friend. Her kind, com-
passionate, beautiful soul
will be cherished by all she
has touched.

Visitation will be held
on Wednesday, Feb. 25,
2026, from 10 a.m. to
noon, with a celebration
of life to follow at noon
at Beers & Story Funeral
Home in Belchertown. In
lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Regina’s memory
can be made to the Cure
Alzheimer’s Fund.

Gill was an avid
| camper, spending
most summer vaca-
tions with family
at Hampton Beach,
N.H. In retirement,
Gill loved his win-
ter trips to Walt
World, staying in

Disney
pool homes with Joan and
the family. Gill was an avid
sports fan of the Celtics,
Patriots, and Red Sox.

A funeral Mass is
scheduled for Saturday,
Feb. 21, at 11 a.m. at St.
Francis of Assisi Church in
Belchertown. All are wel-
come to attend and celebrate
Gill’s life. Burial will be at
a later date. Calling hours
are Saturday, Feb. 21, from
9 to 10:30 a.m. at Beers &
Story Belchertown Funeral
Home. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to the
American Heart Association
at https://www.heart.org/en/.
For more information, please
visit www.beersandstory.
com.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
« Civic Memorials & Custom Designs ¢
You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process. rE
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by
newspaper title.

VISIT

www.publicnotices.turley.com

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’

public notice web site to search all notices in

Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

7 g ¥
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs  Snow Plow ¢ Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= IR RIVER=-

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

BUSINES

il
GONNECTIO

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ¢ Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping

e new installation
e repairs

* Title 5 inspection

omplet®
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

s Prepaid
Card
with purchase of

R AAA Batter:
Claim a y

s Prepaid
with purchase of

a Legend Premium AGM Battery

DEATH NOTICES

Regina R. Wright
(Dexter)

Died February 10
Services Beers &
Story Funeral Home,
Belchertown

Gilles Andre Gagnon
Died February 7
Services Beers & Story
Belchertown Funeral
Home

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Spaghetti
dinner to
benefit
Belchertown
Scout

Troop 507

BELCHERTOWN -
The Belchertown Troop
507 Scouts will be host-
ing a Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser on Saturday,
Feb. 28, from 4 to 7
p-m. at the Swift River
Sportsman Club.

The dinner includes
spaghetti and meatballs,
garlic bread, side salad,
a choice of non-alcohol-
ic beverage, and dessert.
Adults tickets are $15,
and kids aged 12 and
under are $12.

Tickets are available
through purchase through
Belchertown Troop 507,
and for more informa-
tion, you can contact Jenn
Restucci at 802-735-4938.

Buy 1

Legend,

Legend
Premium

AGM, or

AAA Battery
and

claim a

| Prepaid

. Card

Belchertovwn Auto Partls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (W8P AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS RO

Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 o Cell 413-237-9434 ===

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

Find archives of this
local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing » Drywall «
Painting * & more!

TAX SERVICES

2026
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

Call For An
Appointment |

PROYIDER

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

TAX PREPARATION SERVIC
4A13-34.8-2279

BEB
(=]

IRS Certified Tax Preparers

Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
a 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 ===
= www.FastTax-MA.com IRS
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

L - kg ]

FRIOLE

FINANCIAL SERVICES

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
¢ Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls -
Oil and Gas, AC service also.
413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to
Carry permit $140.
Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 Basefree | 22 Bsgaion | 23 Bestrey| 24 B eb.00
25 Basgsise | 26 Beszase| 27 Besgsess| 28 B0
29 Basgange | 30 Pt | 31 S| 32 B nn
3 | 34 el 3 i) 38 gt
37 Bastsaso | 38 Bt | 39 Bgisse| 40 B an
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X perweek rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Checki#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

o
GROOKFELD

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME COUNCIL ON AGING
CLERICAL AIDE
$20-$22 per hour based on experience.
6 hours per week. Application and com-
plete job description are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us. Position is

open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking
for a PART-TIME PROGRAM ASSIS-
TANT for the Senior Center. Please submit
a resume with a letter of interest to the Se-
lectmen’s Office, 215 North Main
St., North Brookfield, MA 01535; or
by email to: selectmen@northbrook-
field.net.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET.
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry,
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE

FRIDAY AT NOON
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I PUBLIC NOTICES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and

Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS26P0051EA
Estate of:

Robert Benedict Digris
Date of Death: 11/21/2025
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
William C. Digris of Warren,
MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
William C. Digris of Warren,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/11/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative

appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: February 10, 2026
Mark S Ames
Register of Probate
02/19/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
Charles J. Lydon and Elaine A.
Lydon to UMass Five College
Federal Credit Union, said mort-
gage being dated December 5,
2014, and recorded in the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds
in Book 11823, Page 134, of
which mortgage the undersigned
is the present holder, for breach
of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at
Public Auction at 11:00 A.M. on
Wednesday, March 18, 2026,
upon the premises described in
said mortgage, namely 89 Green
Avenue, Belchertown, Hamp-
shire County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, to wit:

THE LAND IN BELCHER-

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

TOWN, HAMPSHIRE COUN-
TY, MASSACHUSETTS
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:

TRACT 1:

BEGINNING AT A POINT
ON THE SOUTHERLY SIDE
OF GREEN AVENUE, WHICH
POINT IS THE WESTERLY
SIDE OF THE INTERSEC-
TION OF GREEN AVENUE
AND A RIGHT OF WAY
LEADING FROM GREEN
AVENUE TO THE PREMIS-
ES NOW OR FORMERLY
OF GEORGE H.B. GREEN
KNOWN AS THE “CARVER
LOT”; THENCE RUNNING
WESTERLY ALONG SAID
GREEN AVENUE TWO HUN-
DRED SIXTEEN (216) FEET
AND THENCE RUNNING IN
A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION
ALONG LAND NOW OR
FORMERLY OF WILLIAM
CHARLES BELMONT AND
WILLIAM BELMONT, JR.
EIGHTY-THREE (83) FEET,
MORE OR LESS, TO A STAKE;
THENCE RUNNING EASTER-
LY ALONG SAID LAND OF
WILLIAM CHARLES BEL-
MONT AND WILLIAM BEL-
MONT, JR. FIVE HUNDRED
AND FIVE (505) FEET TO THE
WESTERLY SIDE OF SAID
RIGHT OF WAY; THENCE
NORTHERLY ALONG SAID
RIGHT OF WAY FOUR HUN-
DRED SEVENTY-FIVE (475)
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING.
SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF
ALL PERSONS LAWFULLY
ENTITLED THERETO, TO
USE THE RIGHT OF WAY
WHICH RUNS ALONG THE
EASTERLY LINE OF THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED PREM-
ISS.

BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES CONVEYED TO CHARLES
J. LYDON BY DEED OF
ELAINE A LYDON DATED
OCTOBER 14, 1977 AND RE-
CORDED IN SAID REGISTRY
OF DEEDS IN BOOK 1985,
PAGE 67.

TRACT 2:

BEGINNING AT A POINT
ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE
OF GREEN AVENUE, WHICH
POINT MARKS THE WEST-
ERLY SIDE OF THE INTER-
SECTION OF GREEN AV-
ENUE AND THE BROOK
THAT PASSES UNDER THE
ROAD; THENCE WESTERLY
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY
LINE OF GREEN AVENUE
TWO HUNDRED TEN (210)
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO
A RIGHT OF WAY LEADING
FROM GREEN AVENUE TO
THE PREMISES NOW OR
FORMERLY OF GEORGE
H.B; GREEN, KNOWN AS
THE  “CARRIER  LOT”;
THENCE SOUTHERLY FOUR
HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE
(475) FEET, MORE OR LESS,
ALONG LAND NOW OR
FORMERLY OF ROBERT O.
BLAKESLEE TO A POINT;
THENCE NORTHWEST-
ERLY ALONG SAID OTH-
ER LAND OF BLAKESLEE
FIVE HUNDRED FIVE (505)
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A
STAKE; THENCE SOUTHER-
LY ONE HUNDRED TEN (110)
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO
A STAKE IN A STONE WAIL
(SIC); THENCE SOUTHEAST-
ERLY THREE HUNDRED
(300) FEET, MORE OR LESS,
ALONG LAND NOW OR

FORMERLY OF WILLIAM
CHARLES BELMONT AND
WILLIAM BELMONT, JR. TO
A STAKE AND STONE WALL,
CORNER; THENCE RUN-
NING NORTHERLY ALONG
SAID BELMONT PROPER-
TY THREE HUNDRED (300)
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO
THE AFOREMENTIONED
RIGHT OF WAY; CONTINU-
ING NORTHERLY ACROSS
SAID RIGHT OF WAY AND
ALONG LAND OWNED NOW
OR FORMERLY BY SAID
GEORGE H.B. GREEN FOUR
HUNDRED FIFTY (450) FEET,
MORE OR LESS, TO THE
WESTeRLY SIDE OF THE
AFOREMENTIONED BROOK;
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY
ALONG SAID BROOK FIVE
HUNDRED (500) FEET. MORE
OR LESS, TO THE PLACE OF
BEGINNING.

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO ELAINE
A. LYDON BY DEED OF
CHARLES J. LYDON DATED
OCTOBER 14, 1977 AND RE-
CORDED WITH SAID REG-
ISTRY OF DEEDS IN BOOK
1985, PAGE 68.

SUBJECT TO RESTRIC-
TIONS, RESERVATIONS,
EASEMENTS, COVENANTS,
OIL, GAS OR MINERAL
RIGHTS OF RECORD, IF ANY.

BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES CONVEYED TO CHARLES
J. LYDON AND ELAINE A.
LYDON, HUSBAND AND
WIFE, AS TENANTS BY THE
ENTIRETY FROM CHARLES
J. LYDON AND ELAINE A.
LYDON BY DEED DATED
3/31/1997, AND RECORDED
ON 4/4/1997, AT BOOK 5089,
PAGE 275, IN HAMPSHIRE
COUNTY, MA.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of
any and all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding
tax title, municipal or other
public taxes, assessments, liens
or claims in the nature of liens,
rights of parties in possession,
and existing encumbrances of
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or
not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
Deed.

No representations, express or
implied, are made with respect to
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder
will be responsible for paying the
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE: The
highest bidder in the sale shall
be required to deposit cash,
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS
($10,000.00) at the time and the
place of the sale of the premises
to qualify as a bidder (the present
holder of the mortgage is exempt
from this requirement) to be held
by the Mortgagee. The success-
ful bidder will also be required
to deposit an additional sum
equal to ten percent (10%) of the
amount bid less the $10,000.00
deposit (but no less than $10,000)
with the Mortgagee’s auction-
eer, Aaron Posnik & Co., Inc.,
31 Capital Drive, West Spring-
field, Massachusetts 01089 or
the Mortgagees attorney as may

be directed within five (5) days
of the date of the sale to be held
by the Mortgagee, and the bal-
ance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified or bank
treasurer’s check at the closing
which shall occur within thirty
(30) days after the date of fore-
closure sale, time being of the
essence, unless the Mortgagee
agrees otherwise. The successful
bidder at the sale will also be re-
quired to pay a buyer’s premium
of 5% and shall be required to
sign a Memorandum of Terms of
Sale containing the above terms
at the auction sale.

In the event that the successful
bidder at the public auction shall
default in purchasing the within
described property according to
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the
Mortgagee reserves the right, at
its election, to sell the property
to the second highest bidder at
the public auction provided that
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may
require (1) said second highest
bidder to deposit the amount of
the required deposit as set forth
herein within three (3) business
days after written notice to the
second highest bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder
to execute a Memorandum of
Sale, and (3) the closing to occur
within twenty (20) days of said
written notice, time being of the
essence unless the Mortgagee
agrees otherwise. The Mortgag-
ee reserves the right to sell any
parcel or any portion thereof
separately, or in any order that
Mortgagee may choose and/or to
postpone this sale to a later time
or date by public proclamation at
the time and date appointed for
the sale and to further postpone
any adjourned sale date by pub-
lic proclamation at the time and
date appointed for the adjourned
sale date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

UMass Five College Federal
Credit Union
Present Holder of said Mortgage
By
David A. Lavenburg,
Its Attorney
BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 781-0560
02/19, 02/26, 03/05/2026
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the original five members to
new terms ending June 30.
Sexton read the roster into
the record.

Appointed members
include David Grosser,
Brian Hochschild, Kathleen
Bronner, [Prada] Kroner,
Jennifer Bartosz — to the
town administrator search
committee.

O’Grady told the board
that all five members of
the previous search com-
mittee remained eager to
serve, and that interest in
the administrator job itself
is high.

“We have 16 applicants.
They’re going to have [to]
screen out, and they’re
starting with 16 and see
where they go from there,”
O’Grady said.

Selectboard member
David Labonte suggested
using the prior commit-
tee members as a base and
filling two additional seats
from a new list of volun-
teers.

Board member Glenn
Sexton said he wanted to
broaden participation by
including residents who are
not already serving on town
bodies.

As board members
reviewed applications,
Labonte highlighted the
qualifications of Rosemarie
Rosen, one of the new can-
didates.

“So, I would choose
Rosemary [Rosen] ... and
what I like [is] her expe-
rience with the state and
local government, manage-
rial concentrated in finance
and HR,” Glesmann said
[0:05:53]. “That’s a lot of
experience to when you’re
trying to go through appli-
cants. She probably would
tend to ask a lot of the right
questions, being HR.”

He also voiced support
for Kathy Leonard, saying
he preferred her over anoth-
er candidate who already

serves on multiple boards.

Bail signaled his agree-
ment that Rosen should be
added to the committee.

Bail noted his person-
al support for applicant
Dakota Richards who ulti-
mately was not chosen.

After discussion, Labonte
made the motion to bring
Leonard onto the commit-
tee.

Earlier, Bail had moved
to appoint Rosen to the
committee.

The search commit-
tee’s formation follows the
departure of former Town
Administrator Tammy
Martin in December 2025.
Since then, O’Grady
has been acting Town
Administrator.

West Street School build-
ing bid awarded

O’Grady asked the board
to name him as contract sig-
natory so the town can exe-
cute the agreement within
the bid’s 90-day window.

“Between the OPM
and the architect, they’re
working with Marois
Construction. The first draft
I saw was sent over today,
so we just need to appoint
a signatory so that we can
make sure we get that done
before the 90 days is up on
that bid,” O’Grady said.

Before designating a
signatory, the board first
moved to award the con-
tract itself.

Board members asked
that the contract amount
be placed on the record.
O’Grady said the figure is
just under $6.8 million.

With the bid awarded,
Sexton moved to autho-
rize O’Grady to sign on the
town’s behalf.

O’Grady noted that
the town’s owner’s proj-
ect manager and architect
would both review the con-
tract language, and that
building committee mem-
ber Brian Hochschild had
already examined the origi-
nal bid package.

Find

(
1n the

413.283.8393 e~ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

BUSINESS S5ERVICE

R E C T O R Y

413-323-6664.

1122. John Alix, Owner.

AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY
Complete Auto Body, Paint &
Repair, auto glass, computerized
paint matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Rd., Belchertown.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories, PC
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-

413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

PEgAdagagsd

SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS
Full service full time gunsmith.
40 Years experience. Located at
450 State St., Belchertown.

Horse,

Let's Hear It for Our
Best Local Businesses

\/
TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC.,
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel
Scag,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney St., Amherst,
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

19 North Main

INC.

Jonsered,

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial,
residential.
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING,
Snow plows, sanders, sales &
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs,
trailer hitches, trailer repairs,
welding, fabrication, lawnmower
repairs. 330 Harkness Rd.,
Ambherst. 413-253-4867

industrial,
Specializing in

INC.
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

INSURED AND CERTIFIED



