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(413) 813-4479 www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

Our Real Estate Team has been providing compassionate and expert probate and estate services since 2003. 
Contact the Team that Sells... Contact the Team that Understands.

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN –  The 
Opioid Settlement Fund Advisory 
Committee presented its goals 
and progress on them since its 
formation in October of 2023 

to the Select Board at Monday 
night’s meeting.

Members of the committee 
include Drug-Free Communities 
Program Director Kris Hoag, 
B e l c h e r t ow n  O ve r c o m i n g 
Adversity Together member Kim 
Dewey, representatives from the 

Quabbin Health District, Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance and 
law enforcement. 

In February, Attorney General 
Andrea Joy Campbell announced 
a $350 million national settlement 
with Publicis Health, resolving 
the Commonwealth’s litigation 

against the marketing and com-
munications firm for its role in 
the opioid crisis. 

Massachusetts is set to receive 
$8 million from the settlement. 

“The settlement will fund the 
state’s Opioid Recovery and 
Remediation Fund to provide sup-

port for opioid use disorder pre-
vention, treatment, recovery, and 
harm reduction efforts through-
out Massachusetts,” according 
to a press release from the AG’s 
office. Of this, Belchertown has 
over $150,000. 

BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN –  The 
Planning Board endorsed the 
proposed Open Space and 
Recreation Plan as it was present-
ed by Conservation Administrator 
Sarah Fortune at the board’s 
meeting on Feb. 27, recommend-
ing it for inclusion in the town’s 
Master Plan.

The plan had already received 
approval from the state, but was 
met with hesitancy by the Select 
Board at their Feb. 20 meet-
ing, with no vote being taken 
on approval after concerns were 
raised over issues such as the 
plan’s length and its perceived 
tone about the direction of the 
town going forward.

Fortune addressed these and 
other concerns for the Planning 
Board. On the document’s length, 
which totals over 600 pages, 
Fortune said that it was writ-
ten in accordance with require-
ments from the Commonwealth’s 
Div i s ion  o f  Conse rva t ion 
Services, and that nearly half 
of that page count was devoted 
to a highly technical appendix 
addressing compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.

She also clarified that this plan 
was “not necessarily meant to be 
a document that you read front 
to back,” but was instead “a plan-
ning document,” she said, one to 
be referenced when and as need-
ed.

“Have I read the whole docu-
ment? Yes – but it’s not my night-
time reading,” she said.

Planning Board Chair Dan 
Beaudette related concerns from 
the Select Board about the doc-
ument’s tone toward the town’s 
future, but did not necessarily 
share them himself. He said that 
there had been “concerns about 
the tone of the conclusions about 
the direction of the town,” par-
ticularly with regard to housing 
developments. 

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY – The Selectboard 
met to go over various business 
items, but also held a special coun-
cil discussion open to the public 
to discuss the gravel permit for LJ 
Development. 

The Feb. 26 meeting featured 
Chair Glen N. Sexton, Clerk 
Crystal Dufresne, and member 
Richard Beaulieu. 

Continued gravel 
permit hearing

The Selectboard hosted a spe-
cial council discussion inviting 
members of the community to 
come and share their concerns, 
questions, and opinions regard-
ing the upcoming gravel permit 
requested by LJ Development. 

The request is for a grav-
el pit to be built off of Trompke 
Avenue and Batchelor Street near 
Batchelor Brook and will include 
the removal of sand and gravel. 
The plan would cover eight years 
to remove 292,000 cubic yards of 
sand and gravel from the 19-acre 
lot.

The work would involve about 
nine trucks, operating from 8 a.m.-
5 p.m., carrying this sand and 
gravel back and forth in residential 
areas. 

Several members of the commu-
nity came forward to express their 
concerns and opposition to the 
permit being granted, which was 
done in a similar way just over a 
decade before in 2011.

Their concerns were centered 
around the ecological effects of 
the building, but also the effects of 
the amount of dust and construc-
tion will affect the surrounding 
neighborhoods and schools.

They discussed a board hear-
ing that occurred 12 years before 
about the construction of a new 
road, and it was denied by the peo-
ple of the town. “It should be the 
applicant, solely, that has to pay 
for the road, before they take out 
any of the dirt,” one resident said.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Quabbin Art Association 
announces a new mem-
ber exhibit for March at the 
Clapp Memorial Library, 
featuring local photogra-
pher Elaine Darr-Morton 
and acrylic artist Dianne 
Chagnon. 

This is their first time 
showing work at the Clapp 
Memorial Library.

Belchertown resident Darr-
Morton is a seasoned photog-
rapher with nearly 20 years of 
experience including mem-
berships with the Quabbin 
Photo Group and Pioneer 
Valley Photographic Artists. 
Her work is widely known 
throughout  the  Pioneer 
Valley and has been regular-
ly on exhibit at venues such 
as the Robert Floyd Gallery 
in Southampton, Baystate 
Medical Center, Franklin 
Medical Center, Northampton 
Cooperative Bank, and the 
Nashawanuck Gallery in 
Easthampton. 

Chagnon is a native of 
South Hadley and a new 
member of the Quabbin Art 
Association. She has always 
had a creative side, but began SUBMITTED PHOTOS

South Hadley artist Dianne Chagnon will display her acrylic paintings at the 
Clapp Memorial Library. 

Belchertown photographer Elaine Darr-Morton will be featured at the Quabbin Art Association’s new member exhibit at 
the Clapp Memorial Library this month.

sponsors March exhibit
Quabbin Art AssociationQuabbin Art Association

Select Board discusses town’s opioid settlement funds

Planning 
Board OK’s 
Open Space 
Plan

SB hears 
concerns 
about gravel 
permit

Please see FUNDS, page 4

Please see OPEN SPACE, page 4 Please see GRANBY, page 5Please see EXHIBIT, page 16
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JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

B E L C H E RTOW N  –  T h e 
Quabbin Art Association will host 
guest presenter Steve Wilda, at 
their regular meeting this month. 

The QAA meeting will be held 
on Thursday, March 21, at St. 
Francis Parish Hall, Lower Level, 
12 Park St., starting at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Wilda’s presentation. 

Attendees are asked to wear a 
face covering if you have been 
exposed to COVID or other respi-
ratory viruses. Please consider 
joining us at another time if you 
have a cough.

Wilda is a native of Hadley, a 
lifelong artist, and worked in the 
commercial art field before mak-
ing the transition to fine art. 

Wilda stated in a press release, 
“Art has always been an integral 
aspect of my life. I’m a self-
taught artist, and life-long resi-
dent of western Massachusetts. 
My career as a professional artist 
began in the graphic arts field, 
freelancing and specializing 
in hand lettering, display work 
and illustration in the form of 
children’s books and calendars. 
In 1999 I made the transition 
from commercial art to fine art. 
Graphite seemed like the natural 
direction to pursue, as I always 
had an admiration for black and 
white photography and films. I 
was also drawn to its fundamental 
quality.” 

Eventually, he curated an exhi-
bition of graphite and charcoal 
artists called “Leaving Our Mark: 
In Celebration the Pencil,” at the 
D’Amour Museum of Fine Art 
in Springfield. He has received 
top honors from the American 
Artist Professional League, and 
the National Society of Painters 

in Casein & Acrylic in New York 
City. 

His drawings and paintings 
have appeared in national art 

books such as “Acrylic Works”, 
“Splash”,  and “Strokes  of 
Genius”. 

Wilda is a member of the 
National Society of Painters in 
Casein and Acrylic, Allied Artists 
of America, Academic Artists 
Association in Springfield, and 
the Connecticut Academy of 
Fine Arts in Mystic. His draw-
ings are in permanent collections 
at the Farnsworth Art Museum, 
Rockland, Maine, and the Leigh 
Yawkey Woodson Art Museum, 
Wausau, Wisconsin. 

For more information about his 
work, please visit: www.stevewil-
da.com.

Funding for this program is 
supported in part by a grant from 
the Belchertown Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is supported 
by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. For more informa-
tion visit www.quabbinartassoci-
ation.com.“This Side of Town” by Steve Wilda.

QAA to host local artist Steve Wilda
❚ COMMUNITY 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
“Lemon Drops” by Steve Wilda.

Thursday, March 7
• 8 a.m. – Select Board – 

March 4 meeting
• 10 a.m. – Finance Committee 

– Feb. 27 meeting
• N o o n  –  A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Commission – March 6 meet-
ing

• 7 p.m. – Select Board – 
March 4 meeting

• 9 p.m. – Finance Committee – 
March 27 meeting

Friday, March 8
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman

Saturday, March 9
• 8 a.m. – Are You Smarter than 

a Liberian
• 5 p.m. – Are You Smarter than 

a Liberian

Sunday, March 10
• 4:30 p.m. – St.  Francis 

Roman Catholic Church
• 6 p.m. – Christ Community 

Church
• 7  p .m.  –  Hope  Uni ted 

Methodist Church
• 8:30 p.m. – BVJ – How to 

Run for Office in Belchertown

Monday, March 11
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 7  p .m.  –  Conserva t ion 

Commission – Channel 192

Tuesday, March 12
• 8 a.m. – JBMS – New School 

Cost and Design
• 5 p.m. – JBMS – New School 

Cost and Design
• 7 p.m. – Planning Board – 

Channel 191

Wednesday, March 13
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
• 6:30 p.m. – Board of Health – 

Channel 191

Belchertown Community 
TV Schedule Highlights

BELCHERTOWN – During 
an open caucus on Feb. 24, 
Belchertown Democrats elected 
nine delegates to attend the 2024 
Democratic State Convention. 

At the convention, delegates 
will choose a party-endorsed 
candidate for U.S. Senate. 
This candidate will run in the 
September primary, and the 
winner will be the Democratic 
candidate on the November bal-
lot. 

Senator Elizabeth Warren is 
actively seeking the nomination.

The nine delegates elect-
ed were Debbie Aickelin, 
Mike Caney, Marilyn Decker, 
Lynette Knapp, Lesa Lessard 
Pearson, Bjorn Markeson, 
Libby Overly, Mike Potishnak, 
and Jeff Schrenzel. The alter-
nates elected were Ken Elstein, 
Fay Flanary, Shelagh Lessard 
Pearson, and Cindy Loiselle. 

Others serving as delegates 
from Belchertown will  be 
State Rep. Aaron Saunders and 
Hampshire County Registrar of 
Deeds Mary Olberding.

Belchertown Democrats elect 
delegates for convention

BELCHERTOWN – Hop 
over to Christ Community 
Church, 1255 Federal 
St. ,  on March 23 
f r o m  1 0 - 1 1 : 3 0 
a.m. for the annual 
Easter Egg Hunt.

This is a free 
event for the com-
munity and registra-
tion opens at 10 a.m. 
There will be several egg 
hunts based on age group (up to 
the age of 10).

In addition to the egg hunt, 

there will also be arts and crafts, 
face painting, snacks and 

more. Complimentary 
Easter egg bags will be 
provided at registra-
tion (while supplies 
last).

The Easter Egg 
Hunt is for ages 10 

and under.
For more informa-

tion, visit www.graceforth-
eway.org or contact the church 
by emailing office@graceforthe-
way.org or calling 413-253-0292.

Church hosts annual Easter 
Egg Hunt on March 23

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS MARCH 10
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. BONE-IN
CHULETA KAN KAN ..............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

USDA INSP. $399
lb

SALE DATES: 3/7/24-3/13/24

$299

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER-CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............$249 USDA INSP. 12 OZ BAG

ORANGE ROUGHY FILLET ...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN 21/25 CT.

COOKED SHRIMP 1 LB BAG ............

$129
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST...................$399

lb

ea

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

$299

SOUP’S ON!

$299

$229

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HOG MAW
(PORK STOMACH) ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF SOUP BONES ...............

USDA INSP. FRESH
SOUP (FOWL) CHICKEN .......$149

lb USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TRADE WINDS CALAMARI 
TUBE & TENTACLES 2 LB BOX ...... ea

$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$888
lb

$829
lb

BEEF SHORT RIBS

WHOLE 
OR HALF Lenten Specials

$699

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

$199
POINT CUTUSDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNED BEEF ..... $299
lb

FLAT CUT

USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 TURKEY BREAST ...................

lb

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Advisory committee member Gail 
Gramarossa spoke to the Select Board 
regarding uses for the funds. 

She began by reminding the board 
where the money came from.

“These are funds out of settlement with 
our attorney general joining onto national 
lawsuits against producers, distributors 
and manufacturers of opioids,” she said. 
“The idea is that these dollars are sup-
posed to be used to mitigate the impact of 
the opioid epidemic. They can be used for 
prevention, treatment or recovery.”

She said the idea is that services aren’t 
supplicated but enhanced or more widely 
available. 

She asked the board for guidance on the 
committee’s next steps. 

Thus far, the committee has met three 
times since its formation and has finalized 
its goals and its charges. 

The committee is also consulting with 
local regional agencies such as Hampshire 
Hope. 

“Several communities have already put 
together surveys to get more community 
input,” she said. 

When asked if there is a deadline 
of when the money has to be spent by, 
Gramarossa said there isn’t a deadline so 
to speak. 

“There is a reporting process that every 
municipality has to once a year, will have 
a dashboard for the public to see what 
cities and towns have spent,” she said. 
“It’s deliverable and every community has 

to think about 
it.”

S e l e c t 
B o a r d 

member Lesa Lessard-Pearson asked 
if the committee considered a regional 
approach. 

Gramarossa said yes.
“Everybody is gett ing differing 

amounts of money and remember that 
from year to year, not every community 
is getting the same amount of money. So, 
thinking about regional projects where 
multiple communities contribute in order 
to be able to do sustainable things,” she 
said. 

Select Board member Ron Aponte said 
one of his thoughts included transporta-
tion.

“So there probably will be a tendency 
towards a regional approach, I would also 
look at transportation,” he said.

Select Board member Peg Louraine 
agreed as well, adding that there is a men-
tal illness element as well. 

Gramarossa agreed. 
“These funds can be used for that kind 

of support even for someone who is in 
recovery, who had another chronic health 
condition,” she said. 

Select Board member Jen Turner 
brought up the idea of having office hours 
in the town for members to be able to hear 
from the public. 

One possible idea is listening sessions 
for people to be able to share their ideas 
for using the funds.

Gramarossa said the committee mem-
bers would come back to report to the 
board in “whatever frequency makes 
sense.”

She said that having the sessions 
recorded for later use would also be an 
option.

At its next meeting, the committee will 
be reorganizing after the chair stepped 
down.

FUNDS from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – An eclectic dis-
play of work by local fine art photogra-
pher Jim Gambaro is currently on display 
in the North Gallery at Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital, 30 Locust St., in Northampton. 

Images are as diverse as a sunset at 
Quabbin Reservoir to a street scene in the 
Galapagos. New work includes a variety of 
images from Southwest canyons.

The exhibition will be on view through 
the end of April.

“I have always looked 
for subjects and lighting 
that stimulate the child’s 
‘wow’ factor in my mind’s 
eye, zeroing in on details 
small and large, on land-
scapes both natural and 
constructed, and on places 
distant and close to home,” 
Gambaro said in a press 
release. “If the images in 
this exhibit manage to con-
vey some of the pleasure 
I experienced in their cre-
ation, I consider them suc-
cessful.” 

He defines his goal as 
an artist to pass along “the 
simple pleasures of seeing.” 
Many of his photographs 
can be seen in his online 
gallery, https://jimgambarophotography.
zenfolio.com.

Gambaro also has three photographs in 
the current All Things Animal exhibition at 
the ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St. in Ware, 

which is open Saturdays and Sundays, from 
1-4 p.m.

His varied background includes a bache-
lor’s degree in art education from Montclair 
University, followed by work as a junior 
high art instructor, journalist, commer-

cial photographer, news photographer and 
human service worker.

The art galleries at Cooley Dickinson 
are a project of the Friends of Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital and a portion of sales 
benefits the hospital. 

Belchertown photographer exhibiting at Cooley Dickinson

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Belchertown fine art photographer Jim Gambaro 
is featured at the North Gallery at Cooley Dickin-
son Hospital in Northampton.

“Spillway in Painterly Mode” by Jim Gambaro is dis-
played at Cooley Dickinson Hospital’s North Gallery.

“Arches Desert Pool” by Jim Gambaro, is currently in the Cooley 
Dickinson exhibition.

“Vintage Heron” by Jim Gambaro is featured in 
All Things Animal at ArtWorks Gallery.

He went on to explain that there was a 
worry that the document was using scare 
tactics to argue that, “as the town slow-
ly approached its build-out maximum, it 
would be turned into a wall-to-wall subur-
ban area.” However, Beaudette did not find 
the plan to be nearly so aggressive, saying 
at one point, “I don’t know how you would 
give any data to support that conclusion.”

Fortune also responded to that concern 
by explaining that the plan was meant to be 
“more of a conversation starter” that would 
get the town to consider the direction in 
which it is headed, rather than a document 
written in stone that would firmly dictate 
the town’s future.

Planning Board member Elizabeth Pols 
echoed Beaudette’s sentiment, emphasiz-
ing that a survey conducted in conjunction 
with the formation of this plan came back 

with strong sentiment for the town’s rural 
character, but saying that “it sure doesn’t 
sound like we’re going to develop every 
square inch of the place” in the proposed 
plan.

Planning Board Vice Chair Mike Hofler 
also underscored that this Open Space and 
Recreation Plan was to be “only one facet 
of the Master Plan.” He added, “Nothing 
here is written for the very last time in its 
very last version.”

The Select Board did not revisit consid-
eration of the Open Space and Recreation 
Plan during their meeting on March 4. 
However, the state’s approval of the plan at 
the start of February has already made the 
town eligible to apply for grants from the 
Division of Conservation Services, accord-
ing to a letter from the state’s Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs, the considerations of the Select 
and Planning Boards notwithstanding.

OPEN SPACE from page 1

AMHERST – Learn to protect yourself 
from the newest fraud schemes at this fraud 
prevention seminar on Saturday, March 9 
from 3-4 p.m. in the Woodbury Room at 
the Jones Library. 

From identify theft to fraud schemes 
and cybercrime; the ways criminals tar-

get you, your information, and your 
money are growing. Join library staff as 
Madison Kinney, from the local branch of 
BankESB, shares the latest news on the 
most prevalent scams and what you can do 
to prevent being taken.

Free and open to the public.

Library hosts fraud prevention seminar March 9
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

MARCH IS NATIONAL 
NURTITION MONTH!

Driscoll Blueberries pint size .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Fresh Strawberries One Pound Pack   .  . $2.99 

Fresh Lemons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 for $3
Cantaloupes large size .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99ea.

Fresh Asparagus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99lb. 

Fresh Green Beans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99lb.

Sweet Grape Tomatoes pint size .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Brussels Sprouts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99lb.

Boar’s Head EverRoast Chicken  .  .  .  . $11.99lb.

Boar’s Head Wisconsin Cheddar  .  .  .  .  . $9.99lb.

Eat Right Specials March 6 – 12

Fresh Cut Bunches  
$3.99$3.99

2024 Garden Seeds!
For Flowers & Vegetables

HEIRLOOM & ORGANIC SEEDS TOO!

Sunny DaffodilsSunny Daffodils

Mini Daffodils
4” Pots  4” Pots  $3.99$3.99

GREENGREEN Carnations Carnations
Bells of Bells of IRELANDIRELAND
GREEN GREEN Shamrock Shamrock 
HydrangeasHydrangeas

Lucky Clover 
Shamrock Plants

Four Leaf Oxalis 
Shamrock Plants

Go Green!
St. Patrick’s Day Favorites

Plant Your Way To Spring!Plant Your Way To Spring!

COW POTSCOW POTS  
“The Pots You Plant”“The Pots You Plant”

Locally Made With Locally Made With 
Composted Cow ManureComposted Cow Manure

SEED STARTING SOIL SALESEED STARTING SOIL SALE
Hoffman 10-quart Seed Starting SoilHoffman 10-quart Seed Starting Soil

SAVE $4   NOW $9.99SAVE $4   NOW $9.99

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS

2024-2025
Hadley Public Schools – 

serving grades PK-12 is currently accepting 
School Choice Applications.

Applications can be found on
our website at www.hadleyschools.org

or call (413) 586-0822.  
The cut-off date for applications is April 17th.

Hadley Public Schools provides 
a safe and supportive environment that fosters 

cooperation, critical thinking, creativity, 
integrity, and a love of learning.

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

“I have a concern that if this is 
approved, who will control the number 
of loads delivered per day,” another 
resident said. “I think that needs to be 
looked at very closely.” 

He explained his experience in the 
trucking industry, and the dangers 
associated with many loads of asphalt 
and dirt deliveries, as well as his con-
cern for the amount of traffic the con-
struction project can create.

A local clinical audiologist came 
forward to express her concerns about 
the amount of noise the trucks and 
construction will cause, and the dam-
age it can cause after long periods of 
time.

“I’m really concerned about the 
overall health of all the residents that 
will be exposed to this. Not just to 
the noise and vibrations of the project, 
but also to the exposure of diesel fuel, 
all of which have many dire health 
effects,” she said.

New business and information 
The board accepted various depart-

mental reports, and then moved on to 
approve and sign maintenance war-
rants including payroll, salaries, and 
bills for the schools including oil.

The board then moved on to the 
2024 Common Victualler’s Licenses, 
and approved of a wine license, and 
a waiver fee request for Granby’s 
Elderly Incorporated. 

They also approved of an entertain-
ment license for the Friends of the 
Granby Elderly to provide entertain-
ment in the gazebo in the form of live 
music.

They also reviewed and signed the 
sewer letters to go out to the town. 
“I think the only thing we changed 
was the intermunicipal agreement,” 
Dufresne said. “We added that lan-
guage to it.” 

The sewer letters will be sent out 
to inform people that there will be an 
increase in the billing.  

The board discussed the special 
council meeting coming up, which will 
detail the upcoming public hearing 
about the final decision on the gravel 
permit from LJ Development.

GRANBY from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s 
Select Board is seeking citizens to 
share their expertise by serving on a 
town board or committee.

Those who have time and are inter-
ested in getting involved in the town’s 
activities are asked to submit a let-
ter of interest to: Select Board, The 
Finnerty House, One South Main 
Street, P.O. Box 670, Belchertown, 
MA 01007, or by email to select-
board@belchertown.org (unless other-
wise indicated below).

The town has announced that it 
wishes to fill the following vacancies:

Trail Stewardship Council
One vacancy

The Town wishes to fill a vacancy 
to represent landowners of the Town 
on the Trail Stewardship Council. 
Interested individuals should be 
knowledgeable about local land use 
and related issues. Additional infor-
mation specific to this council can be 
found at www.newenglandtrail.org.

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Animal Control Advisory Board
Three vacancies

The Town wishes to fill three vacan-
cies on the Animal Control Advisory 
Board. This board has the authority 
to conduct hearings as allowed in the 
Town’s by-laws and pose reasonable 
conditions as deemed appropriate.  
The ideal applicants may be a dog 
breeder, a dog trainer, a veterinarian, 
non-pet owner from the community, 
a medical professional specializing in 

emergency medicine, animal enthu-
siast or caregiver, pet owner and/or 
interested residents. 

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Communications Committee
Three vacancies

The Town wishes to fill three full 
member seats on the Communications 
Committee. The purpose of this com-
mittee is to develop a communication 
plan for the Town of Belchertown to 
improve information flow from the 
Town to the public. Experience with 
marketing, communications, and/or 
social media is highly preferred.  

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Zoning Board of Appeals
One Associate Member seat

The Town wishes to fill  one 
Associate Member seat on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  The ZBA is 
responsible for hearing and deciding 
on applications for Special Permits, 
Variances and Appeals from decisions 
of the Zoning Enforcement Officer/
Building Inspector.   

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Historic District By-Law 
Commission

One Real Estate seat
The Town wishes to fill a full mem-

ber seat (Real Estate Seat) on the 
Historic District By-Law Commission. 
The Commission has regulatory con-
trol over new construction, recon-
struction, alterations, movements, and 
demolition of all exterior architectural 

features of buildings and structures 
within the Historic District which are 
visible from any public street, public 
way, or public park.

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Belchertown Family Center 
Committee

Three Active Voting Member positions 
The Belchertown Family Center 

Committee is seeking passionate, ser-
vice-minded individuals to fill three 
active voting member positions. This 
committee is charged with oversight of 
the Belchertown Family Center and its 
support programming for families, and 
is actively working to create a breadth 
of resources for our community.

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Council on Aging
One vacancy

The Town wishes to fill one vacancy 
on the Council on Aging.  Members 
of the Council on Aging coordi-
nate programs and services for the 
elderly population and oversee the 
Belchertown Senior Center.

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Belchertown Age and Dementia 
Friendly Implementation Group

One vacancy
The Belchertown Age and Dementia 

Friendly Implementation Group is 
looking to fill a vacancy for a com-
munity member. The main goal of 
the team is to implement the recom-

Town announces board, committee vacancies

BELCHERTOWN – The Friends of 
the Belchertown Fair are looking for 
potential logos to represent the theme 
of this year’s Fair, “Barn in the USA.” 

Selected logos may appear on the 
cover of the Exhibit Hall booklet, the 
volunteer reusable bags, and T-shirt 
designs. Artwork should be created 

digitally, in color, with a minimum of 
300 dpi. 

Additionally, but not required, the 
following text can be included in the 
design: “165th Belchertown Fair,” 
“September 20-22, 2024,” and “Barn 
in the USA.” 

All submissions will become 

the property of the Friends of the 
Belchertown Fair. The winning artist 
will receive recognition and a token of 
appreciation in the amount of $50. 

There are no age limits. 
Please submit artwork for consider-

ation to belchertownfair@gmail.com 
by Saturday, March 30.

Logos sought for 165th Belchertown Fair

Please see VACANCIES, page 13
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To the editor,

I appreciate the recent letters about the 
ongoing genocide in Gaza. 

While the whole situation in the Middle 
East is complicated and solutions have 
proved elusive for years, the current mad-
ness is completely untenable. 

The hostages have not been saved but 
more than 30,000 civilians, many of them 
children, have been killed and injured. 
The total destruction of homes and the 
infrastructure of roads, cultural buildings, 
archives, civic buildings, museums, mar-
kets, farms, schools, communications, hos-
pitals, electricity, water supply - the list of 
ruin goes on and on. 

There has not been enough coverage in 
our newspapers, but citizens and journalists 
in Gaza speak every day on Instagram. The 
truth is there for everyone who cares to 
look. 

I encourage you to take some kind of 
action. Write to your representatives and 
senators, write to the president, write let-
ters to the editor, look for local demonstra-
tions, send money if you can.

It’s far past time for this to stop, for the 
United States to stop funding it, and for 
arms dealers to stop making millions from 
it.

Karen Chrisman
Belchertown

Resident calls for action to stop genocide

In regard to the letter Feb. 29, 2024, 
“Freedom to Speak out Against genocide” 
by Cara Lapenas:

When Israel unilaterally withdrew from 
Gaza, Palestinians had an opportunity to 
show the world a Palestinian state would 
be a good neighbor and peaceful friend 
to Israel and really put the onus on Israel. 
Instead, they chose to create a failed ter-
ror state that is full of poverty and uses its 
resources to build rockets and shoot them 
at Israel.

Palestine has refused every peace 
offering made by Israel, including the 
2008 Olmert offering giving them East 
Jerusalem and the Old City. 1937; 1939 
;1947; 1979; 2000.

The majority of Israelis want a two state 
solution. It is impossible to negotiate a 
settlement with an adversary that abso-
lutely refuses to accept your right to exist. 
“From the River to the Sea, Palestine Will 
Be Free.”

In Justine Dymond’s letter Sentinel Feb. 
22, 2024: “ Israel’s intentional targeting of 
hospitals and doctors is an outrageous vio-

lation of international law”. I guess Israel 
should have done nothing after the attack 
on Oct. 7 because the people that attacked 
hid in the hospitals and with their families.

Netanyahu is an awful person. The soon-
er Israel gets rid of him the better. They 
should abandon the illegal settlements (in 
the same vein Palestine should get rid of 
Hamas).

Israel has shown they can live in peace. 
The Egypt Israel peace agreement: The 

agreement notably made Egypt the first 
Arab state to officially recognize Israel. 
If peace is to be achieved it is a must that 
both sides agree to recognize each other’s 
right to exist.

Jordan with the Israel-Jordan Peace 
Treaty (1994). In 2020, four more Arab 
states (the UAE, Bahrain, Morocco and 
Sudan) normalized relations so it can be 
done.

It breaks my heart to see all the innocent 
children and people die. I wish I had an 
answer

Andy Halperin
Belchertown

Resident shares thoughts on conflict in Gaza

Blueberry pruning 101

My blueberry bushes came to me 
as full grown plants 
uprooted from an 

acquaintance’s yard.  
He needed the space 

for something else, 
so I happily agreed 
to take the eight 
bushes off of his 
hands. They strug-
gled a lot the first few years of being 
in their new home, I think because the move was a 
stressful one.  

Over the last couple of seasons we’ve seen more 
fruit production, thankfully, but I know there should 
be more. I think I may need to improve my pruning 
practices. 

We are nearing the end of the dormant season, but if 
I get right to it, the job can still be accomplished this 
year.  

There are many good reasons to prune in the dor-
mant season.  Because there are no leaves on the bush-
es, you can really take a good look at what you have 
to work with. You can notice off-colors, bent branches 
and the like when there is no leaf cover.  

Late February into early March is perfect timing 
because theoretically the coldest part of the winter has 
passed. Sometimes pruning reduces cold hardiness, but 
like I mentioned, we should be OK since we are near-
ing winter’s end. 

Some rules transfer from pruning one type of plant 
to another; in other words, you’d make these same type 
of considerations for pruning roses or other woody 
plants. Let’s call these the obvious cuts.  

First concentrate on dead wood. Prune away any 
entirely dead branches all the way to the ground.  

If parts of branches are dead, make a cut to the next 
living part of the branch. If you see anything that looks 
diseased or a little “off,” cut that section or branch 
away too. 

Sometimes branches get damaged from animals or 
ice storms. Likewise, cut damaged branches back to a 
section that shows no signs of damage.

Now it gets a little more tricky, but it still should 
be straightforward and it applies to mature blueberry 
plants, not new plantings or super old neglected bush-
es. 

Look at the base of your plant.  Is it wider than 18 
inches in any direction from the center?  If so, cut 
away these stems at ground level or try to dig them up, 
roots and all in the coming weeks, then move them to 
a new spot, preferably a nursery bed where they can 
grow up a bit. I’m into a whole new topic, so let’s get 
back to the task at hand.  

Once the plant has been cut back to within its limits, 
look for growth coming from the base that is on an 
angle or crossing over other branches. Cut that away 
too, so that we encourage upright growth instead.  

Okay, with that behind us, let’s dive into more diffi-
cult territory. Here is when you begin to rejuvenate the 
plant (listen carefully, self).  

Old canes will be gray in appearance and thick. You 
probably don’t want to cut away every one, but perhaps 
removing one-third of these stems would be a good 
plan.  

Cut them back to ground level. Your next cuts will 
be what I can “fine tuning,” or making cuts that thin 
out older twiggy growth in the upper part of the plant 
by cutting back stems to a younger, upright branch.  

Go by color here. Younger growth is reddish in 
appearance. Hand pruners are your desired tool of 
choice, while bypass loppers or a hand saw is essential 
for the bigger cuts I mentioned first.

You’ll be surprised by how great your blueberry 
bushes will look and just how productive they will be 
with this type of maintenance pruning accomplished 
annually.  I think there is just enough daylight for me 
to get to my own pruning.  

I can almost taste the blueberry pie come July. Yum.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of  Agriculture at  the Universi ty  of 
Massachusetts. For 33 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Why must I pay into 
Social Security when I’m 
collecting benefits?

Dear Rusty: 
I am collecting full Social Security ben-

efits at age 72 and also working full time. 
Why is the Federal Government still tak-

ing money from my paycheck? I have writ-
ten to Social Security experts on this issue 
and they tell me “It’s the law.” That is not a 
good answer for me. Approximately $4,400 
was taken from my pay in 2023 for Social 
Security and, yes, I get a pittance of a Cost 
Of Living Allowance increase, but not 

equal to what I pay. No one has been able 
to fully explain the Federal Government’s 
thought process on taxing me for Social 
Security when I am getting full Social 
Security benefits. Can you? 

Signed: Working Senior

Dear Working Senior: 
Far be it from me to try to explain the 

federal government’s thought process 
on anything, but I can explain why those 
already collecting Social Security benefits 
must continue to pay Social Security pay-
roll taxes while working. 

It actually goes back to 1935 and 
the panel commissioned by President 
Roosevelt to create America’s Social 
Security program. Said panel determined 
how the program would be financed, 
Congress approved it and FDR signed it. 

That methodology was essentially this:  

Please see SSI, page 7



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  M A R C H  7,  2024 PAGE 7

ANNUAL CEMETERY CLEANING
NOTIFICATION

The Department of Public Works,
Maintenance Division will be conducting

the annual removal of ALL seasonal decorations 
within the Towns’ Cemeteries.

For anyone wishing to retrieve personal
graveside items, please do so before March 20, 2024.

All items will be removed beginning 
March 20, 2024.Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Workers who earn and their employers 
must contribute to Social Security via pay-
roll taxes to fund the program (we now 
know this as FICA for employees and 
SECA for the self-employed). When the 
program first started, certain employees 
and their employers were required to each 
contribute 1% of the employee’s first 
$3,000 of earnings. 

Obviously, those amounts have risen 
over the decades. For clarity, only certain 
workers originally participated in Social 
Security, which has also changed over the 
decades so that now nearly everyone, who 
works must pay Social Security payroll 
taxes.  

Starting in 1937 and still today, SS pay-
roll taxes paid by those now working are 

used by the federal government to pay ben-
efits to those who are currently receiving. 
Said another way, Social Security is a “pay 
as you go” program where income from 
those working and their employer is used to 
pay benefits to those receiving. 

Payroll taxes collected aren’t put into 
a personal account for the worker; rather 
they are used to meet current SS payment 
obligations. Any excess money collected is 
invested in special issue government bonds 
as reserves for future use, although current 
annual SS income is less than annual pro-
gram costs – an entirely different topic.  

So, the financing method enacted in 
1935 and started in 1937 still applies – 
those who work and earn and their employ-
ers must pay into the system to fund benefit 
payments to those, who are now receiving 
and that includes those workers who are 

already collecting their Social Security. 
FYI, there was a time when, if someone 
worked after starting their SS benefits, they 
lost all of their benefits. Fortunately, that 
rule no longer exists, so those, who are 
collecting SS benefits can now continue 
to get benefits if they work, but they must 
also still pay into the program from their 
work earnings to help pay benefits to SS 
recipients.  

I hope this provides some insight for 
why you must continue to contribute to 
Social Security even after you have started 
collecting your benefits. It is a result of 
how the program is financed predominantly 
by workers through payroll taxes on their 
earnings and to a lesser extent from inter-
est on Trust Fund reserves and income tax 
on Social Security benefits. With very few 
exceptions, everyone who works helps pay 

benefits to those now receiving.

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Brown creeper

A brown creeper regularly visits an oak 
tree in my yard. 

The other day I watched the creeper fly to 
the bottom of the tree and make his way up 
the tree. A few minutes later a white-breast-
ed nuthatch made its way down the same 
tree. 

I think the creeper also grabs some meal-
worms, which I have out for the bluebirds 
and any other birds that wants them.

The brown creeper is a small brown bird 
about 5 ½ inches long. It has brown streak-
ing above and white underneath and a long, 
downward, curved bill. 

Noticeable behavior is creeping up a tree 
trunk, then dropping down to the base of the 
same tree or another tree to start the process 
all over again. It probes bark for insects and 
larvae. 

Sometimes it visits feeders for chopped 
nuts or suet. 

The brown creeper blends in with the 
tree bark. When alarmed it will flatten itself 
against the tree and remain motionless. Its 
song is a series of high pitched whistles, 
“see wee see to wee” and the call is a high 
“tsee.”

The female lays five to six white eggs 
with dark spots in a hammock style crescent 
shaped nest of bark, twigs, mosses and lined 
with feathers. It constructs the nest behind 
a loose piece of bark on a dead tree or in a 

natural cavity about five to 15 feet above the 
ground.

Brimfield resident
I received an email from a Brimfield res-

ident, who keeps me up to date on his bird 
sightings.

He said in a recent email, “I did a walk 
yesterday at Quabbin gate 43. A small group 
walked to the area where people can rent or 
launch boats. Not much about.” 

He said some folks heard pine siskins and 
saw a few white-throated sparrows. On the 
water, there were a few hooded mergansers 
and black ducks and in the distance some 
gulls flying about. On the way home he 
stopped by the ponds in Warren and the 
water was not open, so no birds.

He also took part in the Great Backyard 
Bird Count on Feb. 16 and 17. Here are his 
results: one red-tailed hawk, four mourn-
ing doves, two red-bellied woodpeckers, 
two downy woodpeckers, one hairy wood-
pecker, three blue jays, two black-capped 
chickadees, three tufted titmice, two 
European starlings, two American robins, 
three house finches, 97 dark-eyed juncos, 
four white-throated sparrows, one common 
grackle and three northern cardinals.

He reported his first sighting on Feb. 16 
at 1:40 p.m. and watched for 25 minutes and 
his second sighting on Feb. 16 at 3:30 p.m. 
was for one hour. On Feb. 17 his sightings 
were 8:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m., both for 45 
minutes at a time. 

Missed species, ones he has seen before, 
included pileated woodpecker, white-breast-
ed nuthatch, brown creeper, American crow 
and American goldfinch. 

Bluebirds
The bluebirds continue to come to my 

feeder for the mealworms. I am purchas-
ing more mealworms for the bluebirds than 
when I had chickens. 

I used to purchase the mealworms as 
a daily treat to my small flock. One hen 
would jump up and eat them out of my hand 
before I could put them in their feeder.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

SSI from page 6

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Belchertown Education 
Foundation seeks donations

BELCHERTOWN – Wednesday, 
March 13 is Giving Day for the 
Belchertown Education Foundation. 

This day of celebration invites individ-
uals and businesses to make a donation 
to the nonprofit Belchertown Education 
Foundation. 

“By making a splash on March 13 we 
remind the community of what we do 
and ask for your continued financial sup-
port. We also celebrate the extraordinary 
$86,000 in grants that are already enrich-
ing the student experience. We can’t do 
this without donors and therefore ask 
community members to make a tax-de-
ductible donation or to get involved to 
ensure our future success,” said Jennifer 
Faulkner,  Belchertown Education 
Foundation Board Member, in a press 
release.

She added, “It’s quite unique for a 
town our size to have a vibrant, chari-
table organization that provides annual 
grants to enrich education. We support 
innovative projects that would otherwise 
go unfunded by the school budget due 
to financial constraints. We are thrilled 
to help great ideas that distinguish our 
schools, take flight.”

Recent projects funded include outdoor 
classrooms, musical equipment, student 
scientific research and symposiums, cre-
ation of calming spaces and purchasing 
furniture and supports for social-emo-
tional learning. Donations can be made 
on Giving Day or right now through 
BelchertownEducationFoundation.org.

A call for grant submissions is open 
from now until May 1 for teachers, 
administrators and other school staff of 
Belchertown Schools who wish to apply. 
Find more information on the grants page 
at BelchertownEducationFoundation.org.

Giving Day and call for grants

Registration deadline for 
Zonta Club dinner is March 7

LUDLOW – Each year in March, the 
global community recognizes women for 
their achievements regardless of national, 
ethnic, linguistic, economic or political 
divisions. 

The Zonta International community also 
celebrates Zonta Rose Day, a time to reflect 
and give tribute to the women who have 
empowered us.

In this spirit, the Zonta Club of Quaboag 
Valley proudly announces its Women 
Making a Difference Award dinner on 
March 11 at the Ludlow Country Club. A 
reception will be held at 5:30 p.m. with 
dinner/program starting at 6 p.m. 

Pay at the door for the buffet ($28) or 
pay online. More info at www.zontaqv.
org/women. RSVP by March 7 at info@
ZontaQV.org.

As the theme of this year’s International 
Women’s celebration is Inspire Inclusion, 
the club has chosen a keynote speaker who 
has spearheaded numerous initiatives to 
address the inequities experienced by many 

populations in western Massachusetts, 
and four women leaders in the community 
deserving of recognition for exemplifying 
the ideals of Zonta and inspiring inclu-
sion in their day-to-day work and volunteer 
efforts.

Keynote speaker is Dr. Christina Royal, 
Zonta’s 2023 Women of the Year for 
her commitment to equity and equality. 
She will be awarded the Zonta Club of 
Quaboag Valley’s first Honorary Member 
status.

Honorees include Lisa Bakowski-
Raising the bar for self-advocacy, 
self-awareness and self-empowerment of 
women and children; Andrea Bordenca-
Working with organizations committed to 
equity, engagement and positive mental 
health; Charlotte Chartier Cote-Creating 
positive change in dental practices and 
owner of Cote Cattle Company; and 
Roxanna Harper RN, MSN- Empowering 
staff and families to provide exceptional 
home health, hospice and palliative care.

A donation of $500 will be made by 
Zonta in each honoree’s name to a cause of 
their choice.

Women Making a Difference Award
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DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

PATHFINDER TECH
HOUSE BUILDING PROGRAM
DREAMING OF A NEW HOME? LET US HELP YOU!
Save a significant amount of money on the cost of a new 
home by giving our students the opportunity to build one 
for you! Our students will perform the work under the 
watchful eye of trained and certified instructors, and our 
instructors will help guide you through the permit and 
subcontracting process.

TO QUALIFY FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY, YOU MUST:
• Own a buildable lot within one of the nine 
 Pathfinder Tech member towns
• Be able to obtain adequate financing
• Have professionally drawn house plans

31  05
MAR     PM

Don’t miss out on this opportunity! Reach out to the 
contact below to request an application or for more 

information on the program requirements.

Amy Skowyra, Vocational Director
413.283.9701 ext. 200

skowyra@pathfindertech.org
WWW.PATHFINDERTECH.ORG

❚ EDUCATION 

GRANBY – Granby Jr. Sr. High School 
would like to extend congratulations to 
those students who achieved Honor Roll 
for the second quarter of the 2023-2024 
school year.

Seventh Grade, Maximum Honors 
Allisandra Crowley, Jocelyn Curran, 

Addison Hill, Natalie Parent, Macie 
Pelletier, Stella Siudak, Mia Smith and 
Marcela Tapia.

Seventh Grade, High Honors 
Rowan Cook, Arianna Mislak, Teagan 

Spear, Zachary Vega, Kaylee Vincelette and 
Kara White.

Seventh Grade, Honors 
William Ariza, Matthew Carney, Ella 

Clark, Honor DeCarlo, Jack Krupski, 
Sophia Silchuk and Marley Skipton.

Eighth Grade, Maximum Honors
Gianna Capone, Noah Chambers, Emily 

Durham, Ralph El Aouji, Analise Huertas, 
Wyatt Kennedy, Sophia Labonte, Emma 
Murphy, Kaileena Smith, Richard Sweet, 
Isabella Tetreault and Jacob Weglarz.

Eighth Grade, High Honors
Abigail Esquivel, Adrien Harrington, 

Sophia Press, Colin Sicard and Kaelynn 
Slapski.

Eighth Grade, Honors
Aiden Gardner, Vitaly Gavel, Chase 

Hauschild, Gabriel Helbok, Abigail 
LaDuke, Preston-Brady Sexton, James 
Vulpe and Carli Zobka.

Ninth Grade, Maximum Honors
Meredith Bartosz, Sydney Chateauneuf, 

Tessa Healey, Brenna Moreno, Lauren 
Piercey, Lydia Pike, Jaidyn Roberge and 
Eleanor Szlosek.

Ninth Grade, High Honors
Madelyn LaPointe and Audrey Pleisch.

Ninth Grade, Honors
D a n i e l 

B r o w n , 
P a r k e r 
D u f r e s n e , 
Morgan Justin 
a n d  K a l l i 
White.

10th Grade, Maximum Honors
Emma Beaulieu, Kaitlyn Curran and 

Benjamin French.
10th Grade, High Honors

Lea Charest, Allison Charron, Quinn 
Fuller, Braeden Gallagher, Daniel Hackett, 
Maxwell Kennedy, Braydon LaDuke, 
Mylin Laliberte, Scarlett LaRose, Keith 
Patterson, Faith Ramos, Addison Scott and 
Isabella Woods.

10th Grade, Honors
Ethan Bergeron, Brodie Funk, Addison 

Gardnerm, Ava-Elizabeth Loughman, 
Allison Maslak, Savannah Rushlow and 
Stephen Szlosek.

11th Grade, Maximum
Jena Abbott, Nathan Benson, Raymond 

D Colon, Cole Fuller, Gavin Kennedy, 
Alexis Lapite,  Cheyenne Laramee, 
Cameron LeBlanc, Ava McFarland, Tristan 
Moe, Emma Parsons and Austin Smith.

11th Grade, High Honors
Aiden Beach, Margaret Crawford, 

Cassandra Flaherty, Bear Lacharite, Justin 
Merced, Olah Roller and Autumn Sicard.

11th Grade, Honors
Xavier Arroyo, Cody Breault, Mabel 

Carillon, Sawyer Clarke, John Crawford, 
Brennan Dwyer, Gavier Fernandez, Jr, 
Brianna Houghton, Lydia Kicza, Gavin 
Moreno, Jaedyn Pike, Ava Saunders, 
Maxwell Seymour and Stewart Szlosek.

12th Grade, Maximum 
Zachary Auclair, Chloe Castro, Brandie 

Dumais,  Andrew Feldman, Jessica 
Holubowich, Cindy Kusumo, Tia Looney, 
Maya Nott, Corey Rondeau and Phillip 
Silchuk.

12th Grade, High Honors  
Ciara Charest, Rhea Gagnon, Neil 

Lindberg, Thomas Merced and Noel 
Summerlin.

12th Grade, Honors
Benjamin Berger, Annabella Brown, 

Sophia Gagnon, Nicolas Grandmont, 
Peyton Justin, Madeline Mallette, Colin 
Murdock, David Silchuk and Emily 
Tremblay.

GRANBY – The MacDuffie School 
would like to extend congratulations to all 
of the students who achieved Honor Roll 
for the first semester of the 2023-2024 
school year. 

The following is a list of the local stu-
dents:

Amherst
Maximum Honors, Ruoxing Roy Peng, 

11th Grade

Belchertown
Maximum Honors, Gabrielle Gabby 

Benoit, 12th Grade; Maximum Honors, 
Ganxi Kathy Guo, 12th Grade; Maximum 
Honors, Jiarui Alex Hu, 12th Grade; 
Maximum Honors, Ava LaChance, 12th 
Grade; Maximum Honors,  Katelyn 
Piercey, 11th Grade; Maximum Honors, 
Andrew Gojgini, 10th Grade; Maximum 
Honors, Tiancheng Eddie Wu, 10th Grade; 
Maximum Honors, Noah LaChance, 
Ninth Grade; Maximum Honors, Ryan 
Mavlouganes, Eighth Grade; Maximum 
Honors, Jacob LaChance, Seventh Grade; 
and Regular Honors, Yichen Eason Gu, 
11th Grade.

Chicopee 
Maximum Honors, Emily Parnicky, 12th 

Grade; Maximum Honors, Nikhil Injeti, 
10th Grade; Maximum Honors, Kylie Li, 
10th Grade; Maximum Honors, Alex Li, 
Eighth Grade; and Honors, Brielle Burkett, 
Ninth Grade.

East Longmeadow
High Honors, Brooklynn Moore, 11th 

Grade

Granby
Maximum Honors, Samantha Sam 

Keser, 12th Grade; Maximum Honors, 
Mateo Lopez, 11th Grade; Maximum 
Honors, Andrew Tishchenko, 11th Grade; 
Maximum Honors, Arwen Silva, 10th 
Grade; Maximum Honors, Icaro Neves, 
Eighth Grade; Maximum Honors, William 
Flood, Seventh Grade; Maximum Honors, 
Ryan Roulier, Seventh Grade; Maximum 
Honors, Lilyana Maddux, Sixth Grade; 
Maximum Honors, Luiza, Neves, Sixth 
Grade; and High Honors, Thaddeus 
Mulder, 12th Grade.

Holyoke
Maximum Honors, Yang Alan Gao, 

Ninth Grade; Maximum Honors, Jefferson 
Wood, Ninth Grade; Honors ,  G r a c e  
 Marquez, 12th Grade; and Honors, 
Lingqian, Jack Meng, Ninth Grade.

South Hadley
Maximum Honors, Ayden Legowski, 

12th Grade; Maximum Honors, Seth 
Tramazzo, 11th Grade; and Honors, 
Landon DeLuca, 10th Grade.

Springfield
Maximum Honors, Adrienne Ogar, 

Ninth Grade; and High Honors, Mariel 
Reyes, 10th Grade.

Wilbraham
Maximum Honors, Charlotte O’Grady, 

Sixth Grade; and Effort Honors, Violet 
O’Grady, Eighth Grade.

MacDuffie School announces 
first semester Honor Roll

Granby Jr. Sr. High School lists 
second quarter honor roll

Donations of used books  sought
BELCHERTOWN – The Friends of Clapp Memorial 

Library are holding their semi-annual book sale this com-
ing April 22-27 and they need your help to reach their goal 
of having 50,000 new and used books available.

Now is the time to start spring cleaning by bringing your 
used books, movies, and music to the Clapp Memorial 
Library at 19 South Main St. during normal library hours. 
The Friends need fiction or non-fiction books, hardback or 
paperback, DVDs, vinyl LPs, and CDs. 

They cannot take magazines, Readers Digest Condensed 
Books, encyclopedias, VHS tapes, or older cassettes and 
8-track tapes. The sooner you bring the donations in the 
sooner they can sort, appraise, and value these items before 
they go on the shelves.

All proceeds from the book sale directly support the 
Clapp Memorial Library. For more information go to 
www.friendsofclapplibrary.org or call the library at 413-
323-0417. 
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DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Enrichment Camps!

Digital Storytelling  •  Studio Arts & Crafts  •    Flag Football  
Book Blasters & Word Wizards •  Bement Does Broadway & more!

Visit Bement.org/summer for 
more information and to register.
Register early! 

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well 
as local area experts, enrichment camps are 
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check 
the website for specific offerings each week.

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering 
grades k-8.

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21 
SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28  
SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 
SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS 
AND GET 7TH WEEK 
FREE!

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 

Arts and crafts, 
swimming, nature 
programs, hiking 
and more. Lunch is 
included. Before and after 
care is available.

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

 

 

 

Mass Stable License  
# 1472 

Mass Riding Instructor 
License 
# 5391 

Boarding, Leasing, Lessons, Training, Trailering 
P.O. 873 - 53 Ware Rd. Belchertown, MA 01007 

Phone (413) 813-9291 - Fax (413) 323-4999  
E-mail—Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 

 

 

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 • July 22-25 • July 29-Aug 2
Aug 5-9 • Aug 12-16 • Aug 19-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

10 Themed Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Toddler 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

 Race into summer at Camp MacDuffi e! Space is
limited 
so don’t 
wait!

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true 
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp programs include:
Arts • Athletics • Creative Writing • Dance • Theater • Science • And More!

The MacDuffi e School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
July 1 - August 16

Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s • And More!

Week 1: July 1 - 5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.110

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Summer 
Camps  
in Performing Arts,  
Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available
sbschool.org/summer
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Chaps
  5. Currently 

fashionable
  9. Collision
 11. More slim
 13. European city
 15. Implicitly
 16. The side of 

something that 
is sheltered 
from the wind

 17. The Mount 
Rushmore State

 19. Gold or silver 
wire cord

 21. Muscles 
along insects’ 
diaphragm

 22. Trent Reznor’s 
band

 23. Sweet juicy 
gritty-textured 
fruit

 25. Broken branch
 26. Indicates ten
 27. Expression of 

annoyance
 29. Brings together
 31. Ancient city in 

Thrace
 33. Sailors’ spirit
 34. Looked into
 36. Muckraking 

woman 
journalist Rheta

 38. A type of cast
 39. One’s 

responsibility
 41. Where golfers 

begin
 43. Make a 

mistake
 44. Semitic Sun 

god
 46. Ancient Italian-

Greek colony
 48. Beheaded
 52. A place to stay
 53. Unwise
 54. Most 

supernatural
 56. “Dennis” is a 

famous one

 57. Ointments
 58. Exam
 59. Leaked blood

CLUES DOWN
  1. Baseball 

managers 
assemble it

  2. Revised
  3. Mountain is a 

popular kind
  4. Takes to civil 

court
  5. Pouches
  6. A type of veil
  7. Chants
  8. Boston hoopster
  9. Elongated 

appendage
 10. Sailboat
 11. 2017 Oscar-

winning film
 12. Actor Gosling
 14. Monetary units
 15. Assembly
 18. Russian pop 

duo

 20. Embellished 
with expressions

 24. Infrequent
 26. Temperature 

unit
 28. Hydrophilic 

amino acid
 30. Honk
 32. Legislative 

body
 34. Swinish
 35. Russian 

assembly
 37. Take over for
 38. Put in advance
 40. Satisfy
 42. Felt
 43. Dutch cheese
 45. Witnesses
 47. Strong insects
 49. Gasteyer and 

de Armas are 
two

 50. Ancient people 
of Scotland

 51. Cheerless
 55. Sick 707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212

www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of Feb. 14 through Feb. 20. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 383 calls police respond-
ed to, there were 15 incidents, five acci-
dents, four arrests/summons and 35 cita-
tions.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Thursday, Feb. 22

2:50 p.m. – A 51-year-old Bondsville 
woman was issued a summons for negli-
gent operation of the motor vehicle. The 
suspect allegedly struck a business with 
their vehicle. There was damage to the 
internal and external walls, the operator 
said they had to go to an appointment, and 
they left. They then called to report the 
accident the next day. The officers spoke 
with the business owners who got the driv-
ers insurance information. the operator said 
they were attempting to go around a deliv-
ery truck and they had a coffee drop on the 
floor it became lodged under the break and 
then they couldn’t break fully, striking the 
building. The town’s building inspector 
came out to the scene and said the building 
was able to be occupied. The officer went 
to the business to get video footage of the 
incident. The incident is still under inves-
tigation.

Sunday, Feb. 25
4:50 p.m. – A 46-year-old Turners Falls 

woman was issued a summons for hav-
ing no inspection sticker, an unregistered 
motor vehicle and an uninsured motor 
vehicle. An officer traveling north on Mill 

Valley Road saw a vehicle traveling north, 
the operator ran the vehicle’s registration 
plate. It came back as revoked due to insur-
ance and had no inspection sticker. The 
operator said they were unaware of it. A 
citation was issued. 

Monday, Feb. 26
2:30 p.m. – A 17-year-old juvenile was 

charged with operating under the influence 
of alcohol and using an electronic device 
while operating a motor vehicle. An officer 
responded to the area of George Hannum 
Road for a crash. A vehicle struck a utility 
pole, upon the officer’s arrival, an SUV 
with a utility pole on it. The airbags were 
deployed, and the vehicle was blocking 
both lanes of travel. The person was locat-
ed and declined transportation. The offi-
cer’s observed they had red glossy eyes and 
smelled like alcohol. The officer believed 
the person was under the influence of alco-
hol. A citation was issued and the person 
was released to their guardians. 

Tuesday, Feb. 27
2:49 p.m. – A 31-year-old Palmer male 

was issued a summons for operating with 
a suspended registration, and an uninsured 
and unregistered vehicle. An officer on 
North Washington Street observed a vehi-
cle and ran an inquiry it. The inquiry came 
back to a different vehicle than the vehicle 
it was attached to. It was also reported the 
insurance was also revoked. The officer 
stopped the vehicle and spoke with the offi-
cer. A towing company was contacted and 
the vehicle was towed. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Wednesday, Feb. 21

8:16 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on State Street. A vehicle travel-
ing on State Street when two deer ran into 

the roadway. The vehicle struck one of the 
two deer. There was minor front-end dam-
age to the vehicle. No injuries were report-
ed and the vehicle was able to be driven 
from the scene. 

Thursday, Feb. 22
11:20 a.m. – An officer took a report 

of fraud. A resident was scammed. The 
resident applied for Social Security bene-
fits and got an email. The email had con-
tact information and instructed the resi-
dent to call the provided number. They did 
and provided the caller with their Social 
Security number. The person was told to 
monitor their accounts. 

11:41 a.m. – An officer took a report of 
a missing youth. The youth was later found 
and needed assistance with their mental 
health. 

11:54 a.m. – A person called to report 
fraud. They said they were doing taxes 
after having a baby. They were told to 
pay for a document and were told to pay 
much more than originally requested. They 
believed the matter was a scam and wanted 
the incident on file. 

Friday, Feb. 23
6:29 a.m. – An officer responded to 

assist Belchertown Fire and paramedics. 
11:08 a.m. – An officer spoke with a res-

ident about a past acquaintance and child 
custody issues. 

1:35 p.m. – An officer responded to 
a report of property damage. A resident 
reported their camper was parked in a stor-
age facility in town and when they picked 
it up for maintenance, there was damage 
on top of it. They found a piece of metal 
the fell on top of camper. The last time they 
checked on the camper was three weeks 
ago. Photos were taken. 

Saturday, Feb. 24
1:19 p.m. – An officer spoke with a resi-

dent in regard to having a child doing taxes 
and needed document and on website and 
told to pay fee for the document and paid 
it and saw charges for much greater than 
the fee. 

7:09 p.m. – An officer responded to 
assist Belchertown Fire and paramedics 
with a person having a mental health crisis. 

7:42 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
residence on Main Street for a report of 
a verbal altercation. There was a dispute 
over clothing in a dryer. One person left 
before the officer’s arrival. The person was 
advised of how to get a harassment preven-
tion order. 

10:25 p.m. – An officer responded to the 
area of Chauncey Walker Road for a report 
for a moped failing to stop for Ludlow 
Police. Ludlow Police discontinued their 
pursuit around Bardwell Street. The officer 
searched the area and saw two people in 
the area acting suspiciously. The people ran 
from the residence. The officer exited the 
cruiser and chased the individuals. After a 
search including assistance from Ludlow 
Police, the search was suspended. 

Monday, Feb. 26
7:43 p.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on State Street. A vehicle trav-
eling east on State Street was struck by a 
second vehicle as it was attempting to pass 
the first vehicle. The operators declined 
transportation. Both vehicles were towed 
from the scene. 

Tuesday, Feb. 27
11:19 a.m. – A resident came to the sta-

tion with found property around Carol Ann 
Drive and the ring was entered into prop-
erty. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 144 calls for the 
week of Feb. 23 through Feb. 29. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Friday, Feb. 23
5:37 a.m. – A motorist reported that a 

vehicle struck a utility pole. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. There were no injuries.

Saturday, Feb. 24
8:25 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle travel through 
an intersection without stopping for a stop 
sign at speed of approximately 15 mph. 
The vehicle was stopped and the operator 
was issued a civil citation for failing to stop 
at a stop sign.

Sunday, Feb. 25
1:30 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 62 mph in a 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped, and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

2:35 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle travel through 
an intersection without stopping for a stop 
sign. The vehicle was stopped, and the 
operator was issued a civil citation for fail-
ing to stop at a stop sign.

1:19 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 48 mph in a 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped, and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

9:20 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed two motor vehicles travel through 
an intersection without stopping for a stop 
sign. The vehicles were stopped and both 
operators were issued civil citations for 
failing to stop at a stop sign.

Monday, Feb. 26
10:18 a.m. – A resident came to the sta-

tion to report that their credit card was 
skimmed at a store in South Hadley. An 
incident report was completed.

5:36 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle travel through 
an intersection without stopping for a stop 
sign at speed of approximately 30 mph. 
The vehicle was stopped, and the operator 
was issued a civil citation for failing to stop 
at a stop sign.

Thursday, Feb. 29
1:34 a.m. – An officer received numer-

ous reports of trees that fell across the 
roadway and onto power lines. There were 
scattered power outages throughout town 
due to a windstorm.

7:45 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed the 
vehicle was traveling at 60 mph in 40 mph 
zone. The vehicle was stopped, and it was 
discovered that the operator had a sus-
pended Massachusetts driver’s license. The 
operator was issued a criminal citation for 
operating with a suspended driver’s license 
and speeding.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 
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Granby boys roll over Avon   
in state tourney

GRANBY –  Gavie r 
Fe rnandez  sco red  28 
points and led Granby to 
an opening round win over 
Avon 61-50. The Rams 
moved into the Round of 
16 of the Division 5 State 
Tournament. Granby would 
lead big early in the game 
and never looked back. 
Sawyer Clarke scored 11 
points and Cody White and 
Colin Murdock added eight 
points each.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
Raymond Colon drives to the hoop.

Colin Murdock goes for a three-pointer.

Gavier Fernandez gets the short-range 
shot.

Sawyer Clarke heads up for easy lay-in. Riley Goodhind scores just ahead of 
a block.

GRANBY – Granby High 
School girls basketball opened 
up their  playoff  campaign 
with a quarterfinal matchup 
in the Western Mass. Class D 
Tournament on Feb. 19. Granby 
faced off with Pioneer Valley 
Christian School on the road. 
Granby would lose to PVCA 
54-46 after suffering an early 

deficit of nine points and not 
being able to recover. Kalli White 
had a good game for the Rams 
with 17 points. Aubrey Parent 
finished with 10 points. Granby 
would enter the state tournament 
last week. Highlights from those 
matchups will be in next week’s 
edition.

Rams suffer loss in 
sectional quarterfinals

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
Mabel Carillon tries to get around an opponent.

Eleanor Szlosek holds the ball back 
from the opposition.

Brenna Moreno makes her way down 
the court.

BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
gscibelli@turley.com

FRANKLIN – Over the 
years, there have been issues 
with ineligible player use or 
other rule-breaking that has led 
to high school teams being left 
out of sectional or state tourna-
ments.

This year, however, a school 
took action and it ended up halt-
ing the state tournament and 
changed opponents for several 
teams involved.

Oliver Ames High School, 
which competes in Division 2 in 
many sports, appealed it being 

left out of the State Division 2 
Boys Basketball tournament due 
to a paperwork.

According to a representa-
tive from the MIAA, schools 
are required to submit certain 
paperwork for entrance into the 
tournament, and Oliver Ames 
failed to meet the requirement. 
They were thusly removed from 
the tournament and did not have 
a spot when seeds were released 
on Saturday, Feb. 24.

Some preliminary games in 
the tournament, of which Oliver 
Ames would have been a part 
of due to their projected lower 

Lawsuit changes brackets 
in basketball tournament

Please see LAWSUIT, page 13
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❚ SPORTS 

WA R E  –  L a s t 
Tuesday night, Ware 
girls basketball scored 
a win in the opener of 
the Division 5 state 
tournament over neigh-
bor Pathfinder 41-22. 
The Pioneers would 
struggle on offense, 
falling behind 13-0 
before finally scoring 
in the second quarter. 
Ware had no trouble 
keeping its lead from 
that  point .  Amelia 
Orszulak and Reese 
McKeever had eight 
points each to lead 
Ware. Megan Clark and 
Greenly Lagimoniere 
led Pathfinder with 
seven points  each. 
Pathfinder’s season 
finished at 11-8 while 
Ware moved on to play 
Palmer in the Round of 
32.

Pathfinder ousted from tournament by Ware

Taylor Allen fires up a bank shot.

Desiree Croteau drives to mid court. Victoria Stephens splits the Lady Indians’ defense. Clara Green brings the ball down court.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP.SMUGMUG.COM
The rebounders, Addison Doktor, Megan Clark, and Greenly Lagimoniere gang up under the net.

Pioneers 
2024 
schedule 
released

LUDLOW – Earlier this 
week, the Western Mass. 
Pioneers have released their 
2024 schedule. It includes 
potential participation in the 
U.S. Open Cup, which begins 
on March 19. The Pioneers 
have won an Open Cup match 
in the past. Later, the Pioneers 
have their “friendly” exhibi-
tion game scheduled for May 
10. They will face 3rd Eye 
FC prior to the start of their 
USL-2 League schedule. Their 
opener for the regular season 
is against the Boston Bolts on 
the road May 14. Their home 
opener is scheduled for May 
18 against Pathfinder FC of 
New York. The schedule con-
tinues through July 13 and 
includes a total of 14 games.

The Quabbin Valley Over-
28 Baseball League is look-
ing to infuse new talent into its 
league for the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 
season is now open and any 
interested players can go to 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org to get registered, or to seek 
more information or make 
inquiries about the league. The 
league website will also be 
updated over the next month 
with information about the 
upcoming season.

There are many open roster 
spots available in the league 
for the 2024 season, which is 
tentatively scheduled to begin 
on Sunday, April 21. The 
league plays most Sunday 
from late April through late 
August with playoffs follow-
ing that. The league plays a 
15-game schedule and typ-
ically fields six teams each 
year.  Games are usually 
played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South 
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league 
is an all-abilit ies league 
and all are welcome to join. 
Eligibility is players who are 
age 28 and over. You must be 
30 to be eligible to pitch in the 
league. Your age for eligibility 
is whatever age you will turn 
in 2024. The league is also 
able to entertaining taking in 
an entire group as a team to 
add to the league. Please email 
the league board for to inquire 
about entering a team.

The league is currently in 
the process of preparing for 
the 2024 season and held a 
meeting on Feb. 18 to discus-
sion plans for the upcoming 
season. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday March 
24 at 11:40 a.m. at the Hangar 
Pub & Grill in South Hadley. 
All are welcome to attend the 
meeting, ask questions and 
express interest in joining.

Registration 
now open for 
Quabbin Valley 
baseball

FLORENCE, S.C. – Tommy 
Baldwin Racing drivers Jack 
Baldwin and Luke Baldwin both 
had success Saturday night at 
Florence Motor Speedway. 

Jacked sealed the night by 
capturing the victory in the 
opener of the Carolina Crate 
Modified Series, driving the No. 
7NY in a final lap dash battle 
to the finish. Luke made his 
Tour-Type Modified debut in the 
SMART Modified Tour Peanut 
Patch 99 with Sadler-Stanley 
Racing and scored a top-five fin-
ish.

Jack qualified on the pole 
earlier in the day, inverting to 
fourth and running inside the 
top-five for the whole 62-lap 
Crate Modified race, before 
making the move for the win in 
the final corner. 

Luke posted the fastest lap 
time in his first official Tour 
Modified practice in the PSR 
No. 7VA for the Sadler-Stanley 
Racing group. The team, owned 
by former NASCAR driver 
Hermie Sadler and Attorney 
and Virginia State Senator Bill 

Stanley, is Luke’s official home 
for the full SMART Modified 
Tour season in 2024. He also 
qualified the car in third spot in 
time trials and started second 
after the redraw.

“Excited to win another 
Crate Modified race, especial-
ly being able to get to Victory 
Lane at Florence,” Jack Baldwin 
said. “Slate (Myers) had a fast 
car tonight. I hate that it came 
down to him spinning, but I was 
as low as I could possibly go 
without hitting the inside wall. 
Florence is a fun track. We were 
able to ride a bit early then close 
a large gap over the final 30 laps 
to be in position to win. I can’t 
thank everyone on the TBR 
team and PSR enough.”

Both Baldwin brothers attend-
ed Florence events with the help 
of their respective team mem-
bers and PSR Chassis members, 
with Tommy Baldwin Jr. at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway with 
Rick Ware Racing.

“Super proud of everybody 
involved with this team for what 
we accomplished at Florence,” 

Luke Baldwin said. “We showed 
race winning speed all the way 
through the day, and if a few 
things went my way, we may 
have had a shot at winning it. 
We had a solid second-place run 
going until a late race restart 
where I made some mistakes 
and fell to fifth. Nothing to hang 
our heads about. Huge thanks 
to all the guys at Sadler-Stanley 
Racing, Bill Stanley, Hermie 
Sadler and PSR Products. The 
car was a rocket ship and they 
made my job easy. Also, thanks 
to Pace-O-Matic, The Stanley 
Law Group,  and Mohawk 
Northeast for making it happen. 
Congrats to Carson Loftin on his 
first career win.”

Next up for the Tommy 
Baldwin Racing team will be 
for Luke driving the No. 7VA 
for Sadler-Stanley Racing in the 
second SMART Modified Tour 
race of the season next Sunday, 
March 10 at Caraway Speedway. 
Jack Baldwin is currently slated 
to return to the seat during the 
summer in the SK Modifieds at 
Stafford Motor Speedway. 

Baldwin gets modified win as he 
prepares for New England return

T-Birds 
suffer loss 
to Isles

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Springfield Thunderbirds (25-24-
3-2) could not overcome a 3-0 
hole in the opening period as the 
Bridgeport Islanders (18-29-6-1) 
skated off as 4-1 winners at  the 
MassMutual Center on Sunday 
before a seventh straight sellout 
crowd of 6,793.

Not even a minute into the fes-
tivities, both Sam Bitten & Will 
Bitten got the Thunderdome 
engaged in the game with a 
pair of fighting majors in bouts 
against Seth Helgeson and Eetu 
Liukas respectively. However, 
the Islanders held a sizable edge 
in offensive zone time, and that 
translated into an early lead for 
the visitors.

At the 9:10 mark, Ruslan 
Iskhakov artfully slipped the puck 
to Matt Maggio in the left-wing 
circle, where the rookie swiftly 
moved the puck from backhand 
to forehand and uncorked a per-
fect wrist shot under the crossbar 
past Colten Ellis to make it 1-0 
for Bridgeport.

The penalty parade continued 
as two separate Springfield play- www.turley.comPlease see T-BIRDS, page 13
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

on NAPA 
Lawn & Garden 
Batteries

10%
SAVE

seed, were scheduled to start 
on Monday, Feb. 26, but the 
tournament had to be halted 
due to an injunction being filed 
by Oliver Ames in a court. The 
injunction went through and the 
MIAA was ordered by a judge 
to include the ousted school in 
this year’s tournament.

“One team from Eastern 
M a s s .  w a s  h e a d e d  f o r 
Amherst and had to be turned 
around because of this,” Eric 
Castonguay, athletic director at 
South Hadley High School said. 
“It stopped the whole thing.”

While it only affected a 
handful of teams in Western 
Mass. Division 2, Amherst and 
Agawam were among the teams 
that were locally affected.

Karen Gomez, athletic direc-
tor at Agawam High School, 
had to wait until a new oppo-

nent was announced in order to 
schedule her game.

She was originally sched-
uled to play Tuesday, Feb. 27 
and host Bay Path Vocational 
Technical .  That  opponent 
changed when Oliver Ames 
was inserted into the tourna-
ment. Masaconomet ended up 
visiting Agawam, and luck-
ily, at short notice, agreed to 
come to Agawam and played 
at the same time the Bay Path-
Agawam game was scheduled 
for.

Amherst was forced to post-
pone its game from Monday. 
One team unaffected was 
Chicopee Comprehensive, 
which did not see an opponent 
change and traveled to Scitutate 
in the Round of 32.

The rest of the tournament 
went on as scheduled and was 
in the quarterfinals as of press 
time.

LAWSUIT from page 11

❚ SPORTS 

ers were whistled for penalties 
just 45 seconds apart, opening 
the door for Bridgeport’s power 
play. On the ensuing two-man 
advantage, Ellis made a save on 
an initial try by William Dufour, 
but Carsen Twarynski was posi-
tioned perfectly to slide the 
rebound home to make it a 2-0 
score at 11:18.

In the final minute of the peri-
od, Brian Pinho further bolstered 
the Islander lead when he side-
stepped a hit attempt before beat-
ing Ellis between the legs with a 
snapper at 19:23. 

After being outshot 18-5 in 
the first, the T-Birds responded 
with some pushback in the sec-
ond, but rookie Bridgeport goal-
ie Henrik Tikkanen was steady 
in the crease. Mikhail Abramov 
finally dented the young goalten-
der at 12:11 when he deposited a 
loose puck in the blue paint after 

a Jakub Vrana slapper squeaked 
through Tikkanen’s equipment. 
Abramov’s second goal in as 
many days cut the margin to 3-1.

The T-Birds’ best chance to 
get closer came in the middle 
portions of the third period, 
when back-to-back Bridgeport 
penalties handed Springfield 
a 5-on-3 advantage. However, 
Tikkanen and the gutsy Isles’ PK 
unit stood up to the challenge, 
and a Springfield penalty would 
then nullify the advantage. 

Karson Kuhlman put the game 
away at 16:48 with an empty-net 
goal to seal the visitors’ sev-
enth win in 11 tries this season 
against the T-Birds. 

The T-Birds and Islanders 
complete their season series on 
Friday night for one final install-
ment between the rivals inside 
the MassMutual Center. Puck 
drop is set for 7:05 p.m. at the 
Thunderdome.

T-BIRDS from page 11

WORCESTER  – With 21st 
Century technology being what 
it is there are letters, numbers 
and abbreviations for 
almost everything 
that  happens in 
hockey.

Almost every-
thing, anyway. 
There is nothing 
on the stat sheets 
for an M.O. That 
is what the Railers 
would have registered 
here Sunday afternoon, a 
Missed Opportunity.

Worcester led the Trois-
Rivieres Lions, 2-0, after the first 
period then gave up five straight 
goals over the final 40 minutes 
and was beaten, 5-2.

The Railers remain in fourth 
place in the North Division, 
both in terms of points and win-
ning percentage. They have no 

cushion, though, and will play 
at Maine Tuesday morning with 
a one-point lead on Reading 

and a two-point 
edge on the 
Mariners.

T r o i s -
Rivieres is four 

points out, not 
e i g h t ,  t h a n k s 
to  i t s  v ic tory 
Sunday.

W o r c e s t e r 
g o t  g o a l s  f r o m 

Zach White and Reece 
Newkirk. It also got 41 saves 

from John Muse, third most for 
a Railers goaltender this season.

Nolan Yaremko led the Lions 
with a hat trick, the second of 
the season against Worcester. He 
scored two goals 1:24 apart in 
the second period then converted 
a 5 on 3 power play chance at 
19:01 of the third period. Jakov 

Novak and Nicolas Lariviere had 
the other goals for the visitors.

Joe Vrbetic made 25 saves 
for Trois-Rivieres in posting his 
first win in four starts against the 
Railers this season.

The four Trois-Rivieres goals 
in the second were scored by, in 
order:

Novak at 3:18, Lariviere at 
4:17, and Yaremko at 11:26 and 
12:50. Yaremko’s first goal was 
on a power play.

The Lions had the better of 
play in the game’s early going as 
the Railers were careless in their 
own zone. With the first period 
nine minutes old, Trois-Rivieres 
had an 11-3 edge in shots on 
goal.

Muse kept it scoreless.
Worces ter  fina l ly  broke 

through at 17:35 with White 
scoring his seventh goal of the 
season. He had been flying 

throughout the period and out-
battled a Lions defenseman in 
the left corner, then skated into 
the circle and beat Vrbetic along 
the ice.

It was White’s first point after 
an eight-game scoreless drought.

With 1:47 to go in the period, 
the Lions’ Anthony Beauregard 
was called for interference 
by referee Hunter Mottinger. 
Teammate Brycen Martin was 
apparently uncivil in his remarks 
to Mottinger and wound up with 
an unsportsmanlike conduct pen-
alty.

Newkirk made it 2-0 with 21 
seconds left in the period, 34 sec-
onds left on the 5-on-3. It was 
just the Railers’ second 5-on-3 
goal of the season.

Worcester was held to nine 
shots the rest of the way and 
wound up with a game, and 
opportunity, lost.

Railers lead early, but fall to Lions
mendations listed in the Age and 
Dementia Friendly Belchertown 
Community Assessment and 
Action Plan. The group meets 
quarterly at the Senior Center to 
prioritize, monitor progress and 
track outcomes.

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Belchertown Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Task Force

One Community Member vacancy
The Town of Belchertown is 

accepting letters of interest to fill 
a community member vacancy on 
the newly developed Belchertown 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Task Force.  The focus of the Task 
Force is to develop a Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Statement 
for the Select Board to review 
and to consider adopting, to seek 
out opportunities to acknowledge 
and/or celebrate the diversity 
within our own community and 
to welcome the whole communi-
ty to join in, and to offer sugges-
tions on how the town address-
es specific or potential acts of 
violence, including hate speech, 
should such acts arise in our com-
munity, region, or state.  Efforts 
should be made to include voices 
from the community or commu-
nities that are directly affected.  
Partnership opportunities with 
surrounding towns to strength-
en regional or state efforts might 
also be explored.  This is a seven 
member committee to include: A 
representative from law enforce-
ment, a representative from Town 
Hall, and five community mem-
bers representing diversity in one 
or more of the following areas: 
Racial and ethnic backgrounds, 
Social positions with respect to 
gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion, social positions with respect 
to disability, and Age groups and 
prior vocational experiences.  All 
are encouraged to apply. Please 
submit a letter of interest to:  
Select Board, The Finnerty House, 
One South Main Street, P.O. Box 
670, Belchertown, MA 01007 or 
by email to selectboard@belcher-
town.org.  

Deadline: Friday, March 29

VACANCIES from page 5
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
30” MICROWAVE, over-the-range. 
Like new. $200 or best reasonable of-
fer. Ask for Ken 413-544-2074.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413) 246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching.

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
 Call or text 

413-266-9975
                    

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

FOR SALE SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

FOR SALE

TAX SERVICES
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❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE
2019 CHEVY SPARK LS, $9,500. 
Excellent condition, well maintained, 
original owner, 75,000 miles. No acci-
dents, never any problems, non-smok-
er. Florida car. 413-769-3127.

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER MIX 
PUPPY, 3 months,  current on shots, 
well socialized. 3 yr old Beagle female, 
$200. 413-596-8190, 413-782-
2305

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

 OPERATOR 1
The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
fill two Heavy Equipment Operator 1 
positions. For application and more in-
formation please visit www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.  Open until filled.  EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft. 2 plus garage for rent in Gil-
bertville. Two lifts, compressor, office, 
bathroom/washroom. Large 10 ft. over-
head electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 
phase electric. Room for 5 vehicles 
plus inside and outside parking. Locat-
ed right on Rt 32. Perfect for a busi-
ness or? $2,000/month. Call Don @
(413) 758-3039. 

ROOMMATES
BRIMFIELD: Own kitchen, bath, 
bedroom, living room, basement apart-
ment. No pets or smoking. Heat, elect. 
included. $800 per month. Call 413-
355-0209.

LOOKING FOR ROOMMATE TO 
SHARE HOUSE in Palmer. $300 per 
month. 413-342-3049.

AUTOSERVICES REAL ESTATEPETS REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

ALDEN CREDIT UNION
ANNUAL MEETING
Alden Credit Union will 

hold its annual meeting on 
Monday, March 25, 2024 
at Food 101 Bar & Bistro, 
19 College Street, South 
Hadley, MA from 5 p.m to 
6 p.m.

For further details or to 
RSVP please contact, Jennifer 
Faustino at 413-536-0475 ext. 
107
03/07, 03/14/2024

Notice of 
Planning Board Hearing

Relative to
Proposed Zoning By-law 

Amendment/Addition
Pursuant to 

MGL c.40A, §5.
The Planning Board of 

the Town of Belchertown will 
hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss proposed amendments 
to the town’s zoning by-laws, 
both remotely and in person 
as follows:

Place :  Se lec t  Board 
Meeting Room, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall

2  J a b i s h  S t r e e t , 
Belchertown

Date:  March 26, 2024
Time: 7:00 pm
Remote access informa-

tion:

h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .
com/173538941

You can also dial in 
using your phone.

United States:  +1 (408) 
650-3123

Access Code:  173-538-
941

The subject matter of the 
proposed amendment is as 
indicated below.

To amend the Schedule 
of Uses for Contractor’s 
Ya r d ;  t o  a m e n d  t h e 
dimensional regulations 
for Multiple  Dwell ing 
Residential zone; to amend 
the Accessory Apt. require-
ments; to add Battery 
Energy Storage Systems.

The complete text relative 
to the proposed amendment 
are available for inspection 
during regular business hours 
at the Town Clerk’s office and 
the Planning Board office and 
at masspublicnotices.org
03/07, 03/14/2024

Notice of Planning Board 
Hearing

Relative to
Proposed Zoning By-law 

Amendment/Addition
Pursuant to 

MGL c.40A, §5.
The Planning Board of 

the Town of Belchertown will 

hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss proposed amendments 
to the town’s zoning by-laws, 
both remotely and in person 
as follows:

Place:  Select  Board 
Meeting Room, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall

2  J a b i s h  S t r e e t , 
Belchertown

Date:  March 26, 2024
Time: 7:00 pm
Remote access informa-

tion:
h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .

com/173538941
You can also dial in using 

your phone.
United States:  +1 (408) 

650-3123
Access Code:  173-538-

941
The subject matter of the 

proposed amendment is as 
indicated below.

To amend the Schedule of 
Uses for Contractor’s Yard; to 
amend the dimensional regu-
lations for Multiple Dwelling 
Residential zone; to amend 
the Accessory Apt. require-
ments; to add Battery Energy 
Storage Systems.

The complete text relative 
to the proposed amendment 
are available for inspection 
during regular business hours 
at the Town Clerk’s office and 

the Planning Board office and 
at masspublicnotices.org
03/07, 03/14/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton MA, 01060 

Docket No. HS1036-18
In the Interests of: 
Patricia Krakowski

Of: Belchertown, MA
RESPONDENT 

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

TO EXPAND THE 
POWERS OF A 

GUARDIAN
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by  Dept. of Developmental 
Services of Springfield, MA 
in the above captioned matter 
requesting that the court:

Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the 
court to make a determina-
tion that the powers of the 
Guardian and/or Conservator 

should be expanded, modi-
fied, or limited since the time 
of the appointment. The orig-
inal petition is on file with 
the court,

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
03/20/2024. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 

behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana 
S. Velez Harris, First Justice 
of this Court.
Date: February 16, 2024

Mark S. Ames
Temporary Register

03/07/2024
SALE OF MOTOR 

VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of March 15, 2024 the fol-
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
Vehicle: 2009 Audi A4
Vin #: WAULF78KX9N014494
Color: Black
LKO: Benjamin Grillo
Address: 13 Jackson Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
2/29/24, 3/7/24, 3/14/24

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
4133236664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413
3231122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413
3236012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open TueSat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 4133239611, 
8008949591. Fax 413
3236117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  S o u th  W h i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 2537358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon dayFriday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 4133239966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
4132834395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
4132534867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

❚ GRANBY 

Kid’s Chess 
Club held 
on Thursday 
afternoons

GRANBY – Kid’s Chess Club 
with Andrew Freidman will be 
held on Thursdays 3:30-5pm, 
March 7, 14 and 21 from 3:30-5 
p.m. at the Granby Free Public 
Library, 297 East State St.

Join after school to learn the 
game of chess or improve your 
skills. The club will start from 
square one at each meeting. 

Drop in and sign up at the door, 
class sizes have been small, and 
everything will be provided. Take 
this rare opportunity to learn from 
a professional. 

For ages 10 and up. This club 
is generously sponsored by the 
Friends of the Granby Library.

GRANBY – Tasha Daniels, Park 
Ranger/Visitor Services Specialist at 
the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and 
Wildlife Refuge, U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, provides hands-on explora-
tion items, question and answer times, 
crafts and always wonderful stories at 
the Granby Free Public Library, 297 
East State St.

Drop in for these nature story times 
on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. For ages 
3-5; siblings and homeschoolers wel-
come.

Upcoming themes include: March 
12, Salamanders; April 9, April 
Showers Bring May Flowers; and 
April 23, Turtles Emerge in Spring.

All library programs are free of 
charge and open to the public.

 

Children think about their next move during Chess Club at the Granby Free Public 
Library.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 This player moves their piece across the board. Chess Club is held on Thursdays, 
March 7, 14 and 21 from 3:30-5 p.m. at the library. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ranger Tasha Daniels, Park Ranger/Visitor 
Services Specialist at the Silvio O. Conte 
National Fish and Wildlife Refuge, U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service, reads to children at the 
Granby Free Public Library. 

Read to a dog 
at the GFPL

GRANBY – Read to a dog at 
the Granby Free Public Library, 
297 East State St., on Thursdays 
after school on March 7, 21, April 
4 and 18.  

Children can enjoy reading 
aloud to a gentle, comforting 
Reading Buddy, Gwen, a trained 
Bright Spot Therapy Dog, as 
they practice their fluency and 
strengthen their confidence in 
reading.

Children in kindergarten and up 
can sign up to reserve a 20 minute 
spot to read to Gwen. Time slots 
are available between 3:30-5 p.m. 

Call 413-467-3320 or stop in 
the library during open hours 
to sign up. The library is open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Thursday from 10:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
and Saturday from 10:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. 

All library programs are free of 
charge and open to the public. For 
more information, visit granbyli-
brary.com. 

Library hosts 
natures story times 
with Ranger Tasha

her art journey in earnest 
during COVID while caring for 
a family member. 

Since then, she has taken 
several painting classes and has 
found her passion through her 
work. She describes her unique 
style as a combination of con-
temporary and impressionistic 
using mostly palette knives 
with the occasional brush. Most 
of her inspiration comes from 
the garden, flowers, trees and 
the natural world. 

Her first solo exhibit was at 
the South Hadley Library in 
2023. 

EXHIBIT from page 1

Our advertisers 
make this 

publication 
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The
Sentinel


