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FREE 
Moving Truck

Kimberly Allen Team
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413-213-1500  • www.KimberlyAllenTeam.com
Our Realtors Speak English, Spanish, Chinese, 

Vietnamese, Portuguese & American Sign Language.

BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Aquatic 
biologists from the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation gave a virtual pre-
sentation on March 10, educat-
ing the community on the dan-
gers of aquatic invasive species 
in the Quabbin Reservoir and 
Ware River Watershed, and pro-
viding tips on how to prevent the 

introduction and spread of these 
unwanted plants and animals.

Shasten Sherwell and Tayelor 
Gosselin shared on how an aquat-
ic invasive species is defined, 
what species have been identi-
fied in the area’s bodies of water, 
and how these plants impact the 
environment and the community. 
Fishers, boaters and other recre-
ationists are advised to take care 
as the winter comes to an end and 
the warmer season starts ramping 
up.

Sherwell explained to attendees 
that an aquatic invasive species 
is not only one that is not native 
to the region, but also one that 
can out-compete native species 
and cause negative impacts to the 
environment. 

Some of the negative impacts 
caused by invasive plants include 
reduction in water quality, dis-
ruption of natural food webs, and 
damage to human-built infra-

Biologists speak on invasive species

FILE PHOTO
Aquatic biologists from the Department of Conservation and Recreation provided tips on how to prevent the introduction and 
spread of aquatic invasive species.

Town hopes to 
save millions
BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – On July 
1, the town will be regionalizing 
its dispatch center to save money, 
have more coverage and reduce 
the hiring challenges the depart-
ment currently faces. 

Belchertown Police Chief 
Kevin Pacunas and Fire Chief 
John Ingram spoke to  the 
Selectboard last week about the 
matter with unanimous support 
from the Selectboard. 

Pacunas told the board that the 
state is pushing towns to regional-
ize, and surrounding communities 
have already done so. 

According to a memo sent from 
Pacunas, maintaining full staff 
is a challenge, despite the fact 
the department is currently fully 

staffed. 
“In order to maintain effective 

dispatching services, we would 
need a minimum of eight to nine 
full-time dispatchers, an increase 
from our current staffing of five,” 
Pacunas wrote. “It is a law and 
essential to have two dispatchers 
per shift.”

Pacunas added that there are 
radio infrastructure repairs need-
ed, to the tune of about $7.6 mil-
lion.

Through reg iona l iza t ion , 

repairs would be funded through 
state grants, as would security 
cameras.

There would also be a reduc-
tion in an annual training for 
police officers. The town would 
also see savings in the salaries 
and benefits costs.

However, Pacunas said there 
are drawbacks to the switch – a 
major one being that the town 
could not have its own dispatch 
center again once regionalized. 

The town would “lose its per-

sonal touch with citizens, (and) 
jobs are eliminated,” he said.

Current dispatchers in the 
department would be eligible to 
apply for the three positions that 
would be created in Wilbraham.

Pacunas told the board he spoke 
with each of the dispatchers. One 
moved to a county department, 
one is set to retire in July, one 
would like to go to Wilbraham, 
one is unsure and the last person 

BPD to regionalize dispatch with Wilbraham

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – The 
teens as part of Clapp Memorial 
L ibrary’s  Tean  Advisory 
Board met last week to discuss 
upcoming events and projects 
for the month of March. 

Composed of teens from 
grades seven through 12, the 
TAB discusses various ideas for 
upcoming projects and events 
to hold for the community to 
enjoy. 

“I want them to be able to 
find a deeper sense of com-
munity here [at these events],” 
Ruthie Sterling, the Teen 
Services Coordinator said. “Our 
goal is for this to be a place for 
them to rebuild on the commu-
nity missed during COVID and 
develop leadership skills.”

The TAB will be hosting cup-
cake wars on March 13, where 
they will judge the cupcakes on 
their taste and decoration. 

They will also host two 
sessions of a Clue-themed 
escape room at the library on 
Wednesday, March 20, one at 3 
p.m. and the other at 4 p.m. 

At the meeting, one mem-
ber, Arianna, led a lesson on 
American Sign Language and 
created handouts and fun games 
for the other members to enjoy. 
She did an amazing job explain-
ing the concepts and preparing 

BELCHERTOWN – The New 
England Small Farm Institute 
has entered into a renewed 
l ease  ag reement  wi th  the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
for continued stewardship of the 
416 acre Lampson Brook Farm 
(part of the former Belchertown 
State School). 

The new lease, executed with 
the Commonwealth’s Division of 
Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance, will extend through 

Dec. 31, 2025. Under the lease, 
NESFI will continue its mission 
of advocacy and support for new 
and beginning farmers, operating 
the Lampson Brook Farm site as 
base for small farm enterprise 
development and advancing sus-
tainable small farming. 

The New England Small 
Farm Institute is a land-based, 
non-profit organization located in 
Belchertown that promotes small 
farm development by providing 

support and training for aspiring, 
beginning and transitioning farm-
ers. 

Founded in 1978 by a local cit-
izens action group – Women in 
Agriculture – to encourage more 
sustainable regional agriculture, 
NESFI became an early pioneer 
in the organic standards and 
healthy soils movements, devel-
oping cutting edge programming 

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com

AMHERST – The planning 
board reviewed a request for a 
special building permit and a 
site plan to make additions to the 
Hastings Building on 45 and 55 
South Pleasant St.

The March 4 meeting was 
held over Zoom by Chair 
Douglas Marshall, and he was 
joined by Vice Chair Johanna 
N e u m a n n ,  C l e r k  B r u c e 
Coldham, and members Frederic 
Hartwell, Jesse Mager, Janet 
McGowan, and Karin Winter.

Site plan review and
 special permit 

Three representatives came 
forward to discuss the site plan 
approval for South Pleasant 
Street LLC. 

Tom Reidy joined the meet-
ing to discuss the specifics of 
developing a mixed-use building 
off of the Hastings Building on 
South Pleasant Street and con-
struct a new five-story dwelling 
unit connected to the back.

John Kuhn provided a brief 
history of the Hastings Building 
at 45 and 55 South Pleasant St. 

Planning Board reviews 
special permit/site plan

Teen Advisory Board 
kicks-off March events

Lease renewed at Lampson Brook Farm

“I want them to be 
able to find a deeper 
sense of community 
here.”

RUTHIE STERLING,
Teen Services
Coordinator

Please see TEENS, page 7

Please see PLAN, page 5

Please see DISPATCH, page 10

Please see SPECIES, page 8

Please see LEASE, page 8
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the right 
way at 

CORNED BEEF
& CABBAGE

  Guinness Beef Stew
Irish Meat Pie

Shivering ShamrockDrink Special
Harp, Guinness & Wormtown

Irish Red on tap!

OPEN

St. Patrick’s Day

10 a.m. - Midnight

Sunday, March 17  
St. Patricks Day 

Arwen Arwen KingKing
The Piping Plover

4, 6 & 8 pm

The The WilliesWillies
7-10pm

Take a chance to win ourTake a chance to win our
Wagon of CheerWagon of Cheer

to supportto support
SPRINGFIELDSPRINGFIELD

SHRINERSSHRINERS

Saturday, March 16 

Moody CreekMoody Creek
7-10pm

For Our
Menu and

Events
check

us out on

IRISH SPECIALS 
ALL DAY SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Starting with the 

ROAD RACE RECOVERY PARTY 
             Specials Available Sunday 10am-Noon
           Fried Egg served on Corned Beef Hash,
               with Grilled Cornbread,
     Bloody Marys, Mimosas & More!

Volunteers needed at 
Stone House Museum 

BELCHERTOWN – What do 
you know about your town’s his-
tory? Belchertown offers a variety 
of interesting historical places for 
its residents and visitors to learn 
more about its past. 

The town common is surround-
ed by houses and businesses built 
by our ancestors back when they 
were driving horse drawn carriag-
es. You can visit the Town Hall, 
a lovely old library, three town 
lakes, and of course, the nearby 
Quabbin Reservoir. 

But the jewel among them is 
the Stone House Museum. Built 
in 1827, the house portrays 
family life during the period of 
1840-1890. The furniture, tex-
tiles, ceramics and carriages all 
belonged to local residents.  

Today the museum has grown to 
include the original Belchertown 
Sentinel building, the last remain-
ing one room schoolhouse and a 
carriage barn designed and fund-
ed by Henry Ford. Collections of 
journals, letters, newspapers, doc-
uments and maps are stored in the 
archives and accessed by people 
from all over the country research-
ing family and local history.

The museum is a busy place, 
and it requires a lot of “peo-
ple support”. The Belchertown 
Historical Association was estab-
lished in the early 1900’s to main-
tain the house and property. 

A board of trustees oversees 

the funds raised to make improve-
ments, repairs and to acquire 
new artifacts for our collection. 
Committees supply volunteers to 
help at fundraising events, give 
tours, set up displays, tend to the 
gardens, update our website and 
Facebook pages and write grants.

The trustees are offering you an 
opportunity to share your talents 
with us. 

They believe there is something 
here at the museum for everyone. 
Whether you excel at financing, 

organizing events, working out-
doors with plants, or would like to 
try your hand at giving tours, the 
trustees welcome you to come and 
join them. 

The board of trustees is look-
ing for new volunteers to help in 
the effort to share our history and 
to protect our treasures for future 
generations.

For more information, email 
sal lyshattuck54@gmail .com, 
ttstockton@earthlink.net  or call 
413-230-2022.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Visitors tour the Stone House Museum on opening day last year.

History happened here
❚ COMMUNITY�

Thursday, March 14
8  a .m.  –  Conserva t ion 

Commission – March 11 meeting
10 a.m. – Planning Board – 

March 12 meeting
Noon – School Committee – 

March 12 meeting
7 p.m. – BHS Concert – 

Channel 192
9 p.m. – Planning Board – 

March 11 meeting

Friday, March 15
8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
9  a . m .  –  A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Commission – March 13 meeting
10 a.m. – Board of Health – 

March 13 meeting
5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
7  p . m .  –  A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Commission – March 13 meeting
8 p.m. – Board of Health – 

March 13 meeting

Saturday, March 16
8 a.m. – BHS Concert Band – 

March 14 
5 p.m. – BHS Concert Band – 

March 14
7 p.m. – Planning Board – 

March 12
9 p.m. – School Committee – 

March 12

Sunday, March 17
4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Roman 

Catholic Church
6 p.m. – Christ Community 

Church
7 p .m.  –  Hope Uni ted 

Methodist Church

Monday, March 18
8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
6:30 p.m. – Select Board – 

Channel 192

Tuesday, March 19
8 a.m. – BHS Concert Band – 

March 14
7  p . m .  –  C o m m u n i t y 

Preservation Committee – 
Channel 192

Wednesday, March 20
8 a.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
9 a.m. – BHS Concert Band – 

March 14
5 p.m. – Conversation with 

Pakman
7 p.m. – BHS Concert Band – 

March 14

Belchertown Community 
TV Schedule Highlights
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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BELCHERTOWN WATER DISTRICT
P. O. Box  801, Belchertown, MA  01007 • (413)-323-6987

The 2023 Belchertown Water District Consumer Confidence Report 
is available by mail by calling (413) 323-6987.

It is available online on the District website 
www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org 

under “Reports” 
 Direct URL: 

Https://www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org/
Forms/ccrreport2023.bwd.pdf

This water quality report is also available at the 
Belchertown Selectman’s office, 

the Belchertown Public Library, as well as 
Belchertown Water District office located at 206 Jabish Street. 

ANNUAL CEMETERY CLEANING
NOTIFICATION

The Department of Public Works,
Maintenance Division will be conducting

the annual removal of ALL seasonal decorations 
within the Towns’ Cemeteries.

For anyone wishing to retrieve personal
graveside items, please do so before March 20, 2024.

All items will be removed beginning 
March 20, 2024.

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Tank Swap Out! 
Great Prices!

No Delivery Fees! 
Call For Details!

CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
B e l c h e r t ow n  O ve r c o m i n g 
Adversity Together, specifical-
ly the Drug-Free Communities 
Prevention arm, recently con-
ducted alcohol “purchase sur-
vey” checks on Feb. 21 between 
5-8 p.m. at local businesses that 
hold liquor/alcohol licenses in 
Belchertown. 

Alcohol purchase surveys are 
performed by trained mystery 
shoppers who are of legal age to 
purchase alcohol, but look young 
enough that clerks and servers 
should be checking for identifi-
cation. The purpose of the survey 
is to test retailer compliance with 
state/local law regarding the sale 
of alcoholic beverages to under-
age purchasers. 

The surveys also identi-
fy alcohol establishments that 
display good business prac-
tices that restrict youth access 
to alcohol. BOAT and Training 
for Intervention ProcedureS for 
serving alcohol recommends to 
retailers that any purchaser not 
appearing at minimum 30 years 
of age be required to produce sat-
isfactory proof of age. 

The intent of this recommen-
dation is to eliminate the sale of 
alcohol to minors. 

BOAT is very pleased to report 
that 12 out of 12 establishments 
requested identification from the 
mystery shopper. BOAT sent each 
establishment a letter of praise, a 
$10 Amazon gift card as a thanks 
to their employee for checking 
IDs and a positive messaging 
window cling celebrating each 
establishments success in asking 
customers for identification and 
keeping our youth and communi-
ty safe. 

Additionally, as a follow-up, 
BOAT will be conducting a TIPS 
training for employees at all 
establishments holding alcohol/

liquor licenses in Belchertown 
free of charge in the spring. 

TIPS is the premier respon-
sible alcohol training program 
designed to prevent underage 
drinking, intoxication and drunk 
driving. The training covers 
important topics such as alcohol 
laws and regulations, recognizing 
signs of intoxication, responsible 
alcohol service strategies, han-
dling difficult situations, and pre-
venting drunk driving. 

The training also emphasizes 
strategies for managing challeng-

ing situations and promoting a 
safe environment. Through TIPS 
certification training, individu-
als gain the knowledge and skills 
needed to prevent alcohol-relat-
ed issues, ensure customer safety, 
and comply with regulations, ulti-
mately contributing to responsible 
alcohol service in their establish-
ments. 

For more information, please 
contact Kris Hoag, Program 
Director, Belchertown Public 
Schools Drug-Free Communities 
at khoag@belchertownps.org. 

SUBMITTED IMAGE
Belchertown businesses received this window cling to celebrate the successful 
completion of an alcohol purchase survey. 

Local businesses pass alcohol 
purchase survey checks

❚ COMMUNITY�

BELCHERTOWN – The 
residents, business owners and 
town employees are all going to 
have an opportunity to provide 
input into the new town website 
that is going to be launching 
this summer. 

A series of online surveys are 
available on the current website 
(www.belchertown.org/com-
mitees/communications_com-
mittee) asking each group what 
they would like to see on the 
new website, how they get their 
information now, and much 
more.

“We see this as a great 
opportunity to engage with 
Belchertown people, businesses 
and town employees, and we 
ask that as many people as pos-
sible fill them out,” said Town 
Administrator Steve Williams. 
“And to help attract more busi-
nesses to town, we are asking 
that group about not only what 
information they would like to 
see, we are also asking what 
they wish they might have 

known before opening their 
doors. This will help us pro-
vide even more resources that 
can promote a friendly business 
environment in town.”

The surveys wil l  c lose 
on Friday, March 29 and all 
three are available on the 
Communications Committee 
page, and you can access them 
by scanning the QR code.

Residents, business owners and 
town employees can contribute to 
the new town website by scanning 
this QR code and completing a 
series of online surveys.

Provide input for new website 
through online surveys

To benefit the Stone 
House Museum

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Stone House Museum’s open-
ing day is Saturday, May 11, 
and “The Old Bag Sale” will be 
there.  

The museum needs your help 
to make this event a big success.  
They are collecting gently used 
bags, pocketbooks, wallets, 
computer bags, backpacks, etc. 
(please no suitcases).

Now is the time to clean out 
your closets and donate – and 
tell your friends and family to 
donate as well.

Donation bins have been 

p l a c e d  i n  s eve r a l  l o c a -
tions around town including 
Easthampton Savings Bank, 
the Senior  Center,  Clapp 
Memorial Library, Town Hall 
lobby, Ransaka Gift Shop, 
Swift River Gift Shop, Making 
Waves Salon, Looks To Kill 
Salon, Station Five Salon, Tina 
Marie’s Hair and Boutique, 
Dynamic Do’s Salon and Bell 
and Hudson Insurance Agency.  
Donation bins have also been 
placed in Granby at the Free 
Public Library and at the Senior 
Center.

Bags  wi l l  be  col lected 
through March and April, and 
the last day to donate will be 
May 1.

‘The Old Bag Sale’ is back
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

NEW HOURS
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY!

GREEN Cabbage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .59¢lb.

California Carrots 1 lb Bags  .  .  .  .  .  . 5 for $4.00
Red Potatoes 5 lb Bags  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
GREEN Asparagus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99lb.

Fresh Strawberries 1 lb Packs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99ea.

GREEN Beans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99lb.

GREEN Granny Smith Apples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.49lb.

GREEN Honeydew Melons .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3.99ea.

Boar’s Head Deli Sliced 
CORNED BEEF  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $14.99lb.

Boar’s Head Imported Swiss Cheese $10.99lb.

Boar’s Head First Cut Lean 
CORNED BEEF BRISKET Cryopak  .  .  . $9.99lb.

~ While They Last! ~

Specials March 13 – 19

GreenGreen Carnations Carnations
Bells of IrelandBells of Ireland
Shamrock Shamrock GreenGreen
Hydrangeas Hydrangeas 

Randall’s Fresh Baked 
IRISH SODA BREAD

Now through Now through 
March 17th - March 17th - LAST DAY!LAST DAY!

CORNED BEEF 
& CABBAGE

And All the Fixings
COOKED FOR YOU 
– READY TO GO!

IRISH 
BEERS 
& MORE!

Saturday, March 16th 
& St. Patrick’s Day 

Sunday, March 17th

Four Leaf Shamrock 
Oxalis Plants

GREEN and Purple 
Iron Cross

Show Your GREEN!Show Your GREEN!

LUCKY SHAMROCK 
CLOVER PLANTS

SunnySunny
Fresh Cut Fresh Cut 
DaffodilsDaffodils
$3.99 $3.99 BunchBunchHADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS
2024-2025

Hadley Public Schools – 
serving grades PK-12 is currently accepting 

School Choice Applications.

Applications can be found on
our website at www.hadleyschools.org

or call (413) 586-0822.  
The cut-off date for applications is April 17th.

Hadley Public Schools provides 
a safe and supportive environment that fosters 

cooperation, critical thinking, creativity, 
integrity, and a love of learning.

BELCHERTOWN – The Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 
Saturday, March 23, from 10-11:30 
a.m. 

This is a free and fun family event 
happening at Christ Community 
Church, 1255 Federal St. Children 10 
years and younger are invited to join 
in the fun. 

Registration begins at 9:45 a.m. 
There will be several egg hunts based 
on age groups (egg hunt is for ages 
3-10, but kids of all ages are wel-
come to join in on any of the other 
activities).

In addition to the egg hunt, the 
church will also have face painting, a 
photo booth, craft projects, and a fun 
play section for our toddler friends.

Complimentary Easter egg bags 
will be provided at registration 
(while supplies last) for this wonder-
ful free family event.

Holy Week schedule
Good Friday Communion Service: 

March 29, 7 p.m. Join Christ 
Community Church for a time of 
reflection as we remember the events 
of Good Friday. Church members 
will spend time contemplating 
the final events in the life of Jesus 
through scripture and music and the 
end the evening by partaking of the 
communion meal together. 

Childcare will be available for 
birth through 5 years.

Easter Contemporary Worship 
Service: Sunday, March 31, 10 a.m. 
Join church members for a mes-
sage of hope as they celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord. They will 
spend time in worship through con-
temporary music and hear a message 
of hope and love preached by Pastor 
Emmanuel Haqq. 

Children’s ministries are available 
for birth through third grade. 

For more information, visit www.
gracefortheway.org or call 413-253-
0292.

Holy Week events and Easter 
worship service at Christ Church

❚ COMMUNITY�

BELCHERTOWN – Holy Week 
will be observed at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish.

The schedule is as follows: Palm 
Sunday, March 23 and 24: The Mass 
celebration of the triumphal entry 
of Jesus into the Holy City will take 
place on Saturday, at the 4 p.m. Vigil 
and on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. 

Holy Thursday, March 28:  As 
we begin the Sacred Triduum, the 
parish will commemorate Jesus’s 
betrayal by Judas with the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by Adoration in the “Garden of 
Gethsemane” until 10 p.m.

Good Friday, March 29:  At 7 
p.m., the Sacred Triduum continues 
with the commemoration of Jesus’ 
passion and death, including the 

Veneration of the Cross.
Additionally, the following devo-

tionals will be offered during the 
day on Good Friday: at 11 a.m. a 
Children’s Stations of the Cross will 
be offered for children in grades K-six 
and their families. During the hours 
of noon-3 p.m. all are encouraged to 
spend silent time in prayer and at 3 
p.m., the Stations of the Cross will be 
prayed.

Holy Saturday, March 30:  A 
Morning Prayer Service, open to all, 
will be held at 8 a.m. This service 
supports an individual preparing to 
be received into the Catholic Church 
during the Easter Vigil.

Easter Vigil, March 30:  The 
Sacred Triduum concludes with the 
Easter Vigil which will take place at 

8 p.m., beginning with the lighting 
of the Easter fire outside the church, 
followed by the Procession of Light 
into the church. This is the Church’s 
greatest liturgy, which invites us to 
truly enter into the great mystery of 
our faith regarding the death and res-
urrection of the Lord.

Easter Sunday, March 31:  Mass 
will be celebrated at 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m.

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7:  
A Divine Mercy Prayer Service will 
be held at 3 p.m. in the church. This 
service celebrates the outpouring of 
Christ’s forgiveness and mercy and 
includes scripture readings, adora-
tion, recitation of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet and benediction.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish lists Holy Week schedule

Hope UMC 
lists Holy 
Week schedule 

BELCHERTOWN – Holy Week 
will be observed at Hope United 
Methodist Church, 31 Main St. 

The schedule includes worship 
on Palm Sunday, March 24 at 10 
a.m.; Maundy Thursday, March 28 
with Passover Seder at 6 p.m.; Good 
Friday, March 29 with bell ringing 
at 3 p.m. and Stations of the Cross 
Service at 7 p.m.; Easter Sunday, 
March 31 with a sunrise service 
at 6:15 a.m. at Quabbin Tower 
(ecumenical service) and Easter 
Celebration at 10 a.m., Hope UMC 
sanctuary.

“This is a valuable piece of real estate and asked me to 
come in to discuss what we can do with it,” Kuhn said. 

“I was struck by two things: one that it would be very 
expensive…to convert it into apartments according to 
today’s codes, and two that the parcel is large, and very 
under-utilized,” Kuhn continued. 

Kuhn presented that their main goal and problem was 
figuring out how to connect the existing building to a 
five-story building. 

Jonathan Salvon came on to explain the build, and how 
the changes will be done in detail, as well as how the 
building will be used. 

“The front portion remains mercantile, the rear portion 
is amenity and support space for the residential spaces on 
all the floors above this in both the old building and the 
new building,” Salvon said, as he went over the site plan.

The idea of the housing is that undergraduate students, 
professors, or families can live in the apartments as it is in 
close proximity to UMass Amherst.

“There will be four one-bedroom units, four two-bed-
room units, five three-bedroom units, and nine four-bed-
room units. In total, there will be 22 units and 63 beds,” 
Reidy said.

The board also discussed the possibility of creating a 
rooftop garden for the residents to enjoy. 

Public comments 
Pam Rooney of Cottage Street asked about the operation 

of the book store and wanted to comment on the seating 
outside of the building. 

“I think it will add to the activities on South Pleasant 
Street,” Rooney said. Her only concern was maintaining a 
fair amount of walking space around the seating area.

Laeticia La Follette of Dana Street came back to give 
her comment to the board and said, “I strongly support the 
project…it will create 22 new units for housing, and that 
that space will be used. Amherst needs both the housing 
and that commercial space.”

Kent Faerber of Station Road said the project will aid in 
the town’s financial problems. He also related his approval 
for the aid given to the Affordable Housing Commission. 

Drainage
The South Pleasant Street LLC’s engineer, Phillip 

Henry, went over the Site Pan with the board regarding the 
actual build and construction work. 

Coldham went over the walk-through of the property 
and remarked that it would be good to see what is done 
with the space, and how the construction will work. 

Reidy briefly went over the demolition plan and what 
it would entail, as well as how to stay in accordance with 
property balances. 

Henry explained the drainage and sewage and how to 
deal with the run-off of rain from the building and parking 
lot. 

“The Hastings Building…has drainage that discharges 
in a northerly direction,” Henry explained. “Essentially, 
the old building is heading north, and the old building is 
heading south.”

The board moved on to discuss the specifics of the site 
plan, and how to move forward. The Planning Board will 
keep updating as decisions are made in the project moving 
forward. 

PLAN from page 1
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Will my benefit increase if I work 
while collecting disability?

Dear Rusty: 
I will be 64 in March and currently receive Social 

Security Disability Insurance payments. My full retire-
ment age is 67, but I’m thinking about trying to return 
to work. 

If I work and my earnings exceed the monthly dis-
ability payment limits, but do not exceed the annual 
limit, how will my disability payments be affected? 
Will working while receiving Social Security disability 
payments change my Social Security benefit amount 
when I reach my full retirement age of 67? 

Signed: Mending

Dear Mending:
Social Security doesn’t go by annual earnings when 

it comes to disability; they go by monthly earnings. If 
your work earnings in any one month of 2024 exceed 
$1,550, that will be a flag to SS that you are no longer 
disabled ($2,590 per month if you’re blind). If that hap-
pens for a few months in a row, they will most likely 
stop your SSDI payments. 

Often, this happens retroactively, they won’t find out 
until sometime later that you repeatedly exceeded the 
monthly limit, but they will likely cancel your SSDI 
benefits and require you to repay any benefits you 
received in months you exceeded the monthly SSDI 
earnings limit or months they deem you were capable 
of working without restriction. 

I suggest you consider enrolling in Social Security’s 
“Ticket to Work” program. While enrolled, you can 
work and will have a rolling nine month “Trial Work 
Period” over five years, during which you can earn 
more than $1,110/month in 2024 without jeopardizing 
your SSDI benefits. 

If, after completing your nine month trial work peri-
od, you are taken off of SSDI (because you’re no 
longer considered disabled), and you again become 
disabled and unable to work, your SSDI benefits can 
resume without requiring you to go through the entire 
application process again. You can test your ability to 
work, will be able to work some and can earn more 
than the limit in some months, which makes the Ticket 
to Work program your best option. 

Read more about it here by visiting https://choose-
work.ssa.gov/.

As for whether working while on SSDI will improve 
your benefit at your Full Retirement Age, that depends. 
Your current SSDI benefit is equal to your FRA entitle-
ment from your earnings record at your disability onset 
date, but paid to you prior to your FRA. 

The method for determining your benefit under 
SSDI is complex and depends on the age at which 
you became unable to work and the number of Social 
Security credits you had accumulated at that time. 
Although SS retirement benefits normally require you 
earn at least 40 SS quarter credits and are based on 
your highest earning 35 years, those approved for SSDI 
can get benefits with fewer than 40 credits and less than 
35 years of lifetime earnings. 

Since each case is unique, I cannot say whether 
your earnings while on SSDI will improve your FRA 
amount, but Social Security will monitor your earnings 
and increase your benefit if appropriate.

FYI, your SSDI benefit would normally automatical-
ly convert to become your regular SS retirement benefit 
at your FRA at the same amount you were receiving 
while on SSDI. 

It’s possible that the limited earnings you may have 
from working while on SSDI may increase your bene-
fit, but that’s impossible for me to predict. Your benefit 
is based on your lifetime earnings history (adjusted for 
inflation), not on your contributions to Social Security 
while working.  

So, if you are on SSDI and wish to try returning to 
work, and you think your monthly earnings will occa-
sionally exceed the SSDI limit, I suggest you contact 
Social Security (1-800-772-1213 or your local office to 
explore enrolling in the Ticket to Work program. That 
would be your best option to avoid jeopardizing your 
SSDI benefits, and your benefit amount will be auto-
matically adjusted by Social Security if appropriate.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for information pur-
poses and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

News from my
garden to yours

I received a text from a friend earlier 
today asking what is covering my strawber-
ry plants.  

I answered her with one word: water. 
Yes indeed, a good portion of my garden 

is drowning at the moment, as are various 
parts of my yard. We have had too much 
rain in too short of a period and the ground 
is still frozen partway down.  

It’s happened before and will likely hap-
pen again, but every time it does, I wonder 
how these areas could possibly rebound 
and look good come spring. Usually, they 
do and with little help from me.  

The water recedes and spring comes.  
Keep in mind that the soil, be it in your 

garden or yard, will lose some of its fer-
tility because of leaching, and it will be 
compacted from such excessive rainfall.  
Give your plants a side dressing of compost 
this spring; it will be sure to help restore 
fertility and improve the condition of the 
soil in general.  

According to a soil test, my garden was 
notoriously low in nitrogen, so I incor-
porated blood meal into the soil at plant-
ing time with another dose a few weeks 
later.  It didn’t occur to me at the time, but 
flooding a couple of times early in the year 
could be the culprit of the low nitrogen 
reading.

Soil that is heavy with water literally 
pushes out the space that was meant for 
oxygen and becomes compacted. Without 
oxygen, plants’ vascular systems won’t 
function properly.  

As I said before, a few days in the off 
season likely won’t hurt much, but if this 
were to happen during the growing season, 
your plants may look wilted even though 
they are sitting in water.  

Root rot, perhaps, or simply that the 
roots are unable to absorb the water around 
them. 

Lawns should be aerated to remedy this 
problem, and garden soil should be loos-
ened – once it’s dry of course – to get some 
air into the soil. This can be done numerous 
ways, by use of various hand tools. 

 Although scratching around with a three 
tine cultivator will likely bring some weed 
seeds to the surface, it is one of my favorite 
things to do in the garden. I find it a great 
stress-buster, too.  

Do remember to try not to walk on satu-
rated soil or it will compound the problem.  
Even in the spring when you are working 
in your garden, place a board under your 
feet to distribute your weight evenly and 
prevent more compaction.

Have you noticed that your houseplants 
have begun to put on an abundance of new 
growth?  Mine sure have! Support this with 
a dose of half strength liquid fertilizer.  

I need to take cuttings of fuchsia and 
geranium plants that I overwintered. It will 
sure be great to make cemetery logs with 
our own geraniums this year.  

I will simply cut a terminal (meaning 
top) stem about 4-5 inches long just after 
a node (that’s where the leaved join the 
stem). I’ll carefully take off all but the top 
two or three leaves and insert the leafless 
section into a small pot (say around 2-3 
inches in diameter) of good quality moist 
potting soil.  

The two or three leaves you left will be 
above the soil line. If you have rooting hor-
mone on hand, you can dip the stem into 
that first, but you don’t have to; plants in 
active growth usually root fine even with-
out it.  

I will place my cuttings in indirect 
light and mist with a spray bottle a couple 
of times a day to keep them from wilt-
ing before they root. Check in about a 
month, and if you are lucky, roots will have 
formed.  

Depending on the size pot you used, and 
the size of the roots, it may be a good time 
to put the plants into a bigger pot and place 
them in a sunnier window until it’s safe to 
plant them outside.  

My daffodil plants are starting to pop up 
here and there in the yard. I had a little bit 
of balanced organic granular fertilizer left 
from last year, so I sprinkled it around the 
clusters.  

Now and once the flowers have gone by 
are the two best times to fertilize narcissus.  
I am so excited to enjoy the varied colors 
and scents from this huge Genus of plants.  

To me, they are the epitome of a true 
spring flower.  Soon enough, soon enough!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

YOUR VIEW!VoiceVoice
What are your thoughts on issues in town? Voice your view! 

Write to us in Letter to the Editor format and we’ll print your opinion on our Op/Ed page. 
Email it to sentinel@turley.com. Include your hometown and a phone number at 

which we can reach you for confirmation. 
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. $219
lb

SALE DATES: 3/14/24-3/20/24

$149

lb
USDA INSP. 
SMOKED PORK PICNIC........$199 USDA INSP. FROZEN

TALAPIA FILLETS ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PAN FRIED 
BREADED SHRIMP .......................

$1399
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST...................$399

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$499

SOUP’S ON!

$699

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
GOAT MEAT ............................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS .......................$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TUNA STEAKS ............................... lb
$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$225
lb

$599
lb

CORNED BEEF

WHOLE 
OR HALF

Lenten Specials

$299

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN VARIETY PACK

CUT UP CHICKEN 15 LB BOX ..........

$299
lb

$199
lb

WHOLE 
BRISKET

FLAT 
CUT

POINT 
CUT

$549
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK ROAST or STEAK .

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

packets for the other teens to bring home. 
One thing that the group is doing is 

putting together a clothing drive to go to 
Cradles to Crayons, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to end clothing insecurity 
for children. 

Between the dates of March 25 to April 
2, the library will have a tote to collect 
clothing donations from smoke-free house-
holds (with no holes or stains, please) from 
sizes newborn to adult medium. 

TAB meets monthly and always wel-
comes new members. To register, email 
clapplibrarytab@gmail.com.

TEENS from page 1

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

GRANBY – As a girl in the 
Philippines, Emelie Lyszchyn 
could hardly have imagined 
where the course of life would 
have brought her.

Lyszchyn is the owner of 
American Specialty Designs on 
West State Street and is someone 
who, through her own hard work 
as well as that of her mother, was 
able to come to America and build 
a remarkable life for herself and 
her family.

American Specialty Designs is 
a small business that specializ-
es in custom printing and laser 
engravings for just about every-
thing from T-shirts to wood 
blocks to water bottles and 
beyond. Lyszchyn started the 
business in 2022, and opened the 
physical location at Five Corners 
in April of the following year.

Lyszchyn, who clarifies that 
her last name is pronounced 
like “physician” but with an 
“L,” grew up in a poor family in 
the Philippines, a situation that 
perhaps helped to bring out her 
entrepreneurial spirit; by age 10 
she was already starting her days 
selling anything from food to fer-
tilizer to neighbors to make some 
money. Her mother, meanwhile, 
supported the family from afar as 
a domestic worker in Kuwait.

At age 18, the opportunity 
arose for Lyszchyn to join her 
mother in Kuwait, an opportunity 
she took, staying with her mother 
and her stepfather for a number 
of years. Her stepfather was an 
engineer, a profession that came 
to attract Lyszchyn, alongside her 
interests in business development 
and computer programming.

It was while in Kuwait that 
Lyszchyn first connected with 
her now-husband Paul, initially 
through an online game the two 
of them played. Eventually their 
relationship reached the point 
where she decided to take the leap 
and come to the USA.

Not for the first time in her life, 
Lyszchyn felt she was at a point 
where she had to “start again from 
the beginning,” she said. So, she 
started by getting a job at a hard-
ware store and taking classes at 
Springfield Technical Community 
College, in multiple subjects 

including mechanical engineering 
and business administration.

Eventually, a big break came, 
in the form of a management 
position for a manufacturing com-
pany; Lyszchyn was then able 
to parlay this into sales-minded 
account management roles in 

the waste management indus-
try, bringing her to her current 
full-time position that she holds 
in addition to running American 
Specialty Designs.

All the while, Lyszchyn con-
tinued her studies, earning cer-
tificates from STCC, and both 
a  bachelor ’s  and  master ’s 
degree from the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst.

T h e  i d e a  f o r  A m e r i c a n 
Spec ia l ty  Des igns  in i t i a l -
ly came from something meant 
for Emelie’s husband: the fami-
ly got an engraving laser to give 
him something to work on after 
he started having trouble with 
his full-time job. However, it 
ended up not quite clicking for 
him – “So, I said, might as well,” 
Emelie shared.

She quickly fell in love with it, 
and started producing a number 
of products and designs. This was 
in early 2022, and soon Lyszchyn 
started selling what she made out 
of her home and through the web.

The response she got was over-

whelmingly positive. “People 
started liking it,” she said, and 
customers soon started com-
ing with their own requests for 
designs.

This new aspect of producing 
designs for others came to mean a 
lot to Lyszchyn. 

“I’m creating something out of 
their imagination,” she said. “I’m 
bringing their imagination to life.” 
Now, “we are not creating ideas 
anymore, we are turning ordinary 
moments into extraordinary mem-
ories,” she said.

Things only grew from there, 
and Lyszchyn emphasized her 
gratitude to the community for 
all of the assistance in making her 
dream a reality, including opening 
a physical location for the busi-
ness. “The community helped me, 
uplifted me, to create this small 
store,” she said.

Lyszchyn hopes to see her 
endeavors continue to grow, and 
to give back to the communi-
ty that has helped her so much. 
Currently, Marilyn Remillard is 
the store’s only employee out-
side of the Lyszchyn family, but 
Emelie said she hopes to train 
additional personnel and help cre-
ate jobs for the area.

“As we grow, the community 
grows with us,” she said.

Ultimately, in the same way 
that Lyszchyn’s mother provided 
for her, she hopes that her work 
will make an impact on her own 
child’s life. “I want to create a 
legacy for my son,” she said. “Just 
like what my mom did for me, 
just like what my grandmother 
did to my mom – each generation 
paves for the next.”

Information about American 
Specialty Designs can be found 
under their Facebook page of 
the same name, or on their web-
site at https://americanspecial-
tydesigns.com. Their store at 77 
West State St. in Granby is open 
noon-6:30pm Tuesdays through 
Fridays, and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on 
Saturdays.

American Specialty Designs turns moments into memories

Emelie Lyszchyn, 
owner of Amer-
ican Specialty 

Designs, stands 
with some of 

her custom 
engraved and 

printed products.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY NICK BOONSTRA
Home décor has a personal touch at American Specialty Designs.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Helps little firms
  4. Political action 

committee
  7. Allowed
 12. Olivia Colman 

played one
 15. Open
 16. He had a notable 

lamp
 18. Promotional 

material
 19. Domesticated 

animal
 20. Larry and Curly’s 

buddy
 21. The best ever
 24. TV network
 27. Checked for
 30. Dry or withered
 31. Expression of 

annoyance
 33. Dash
 34. Fifth note of a 

major scale
 35. A secret clique
 37. Partner to 

cheese
 39. __ school: where 

to learn healing
 41. City in ancient 

Syria
 42. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 44. Established 

practice
 47. Thanksgiving 

side dish
 48. District in Peru
 49. It’s becoming 

more prevalent
 50. State in India
 52. Measure of 

illumination
 53. Raised platform
 56. Japanese warrior
 61. R.L. Stevenson 

novel
 63. Transitory
 64. Advanced degree
 65. Fiddler crabs

CLUES DOWN
  1. Prevent from 

seeing
  2. Czech city
  3. __ and Andy, TV 

show
  4. A young pig
  5. Removed 

surgically
  6. Covered with
  7. Chest muscle 

(slang)
  8. Nigerian City
  9. Midway between 

south and        east
 10. A way to shut
 11. Stop playing
 12 Marshy places
 13. Takes apart
 14. Ten cents
 17. A gesture of 

assent
 22. Scent
 23. Teletypewriter
 24. General’s 

assistant (abbr.)
 25. Hillside
 26. Taxi driver 
 28. Semitic Sun god

 29. Town in India
 32. Traditional 

rhythmic pattern
 36. Fugitives are on 

the __
 38. Type of dance
 40. Two letters, one 

sound
 43. Having a strong, 

pleasant taste
 44. Golf score
 45. Mayhem
 46. Drenched
 51. River in 

northeastern Asia
 54. Drug to treat 

anxiety (abbr.)
 55. Part-time 

employee
 56. A very large body 

of water
 57. Aboriginal people 

of Japan
 58. Millisecond
 59. Forearm bone
 60. Subway dweller
 62. Royal Mail

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

structure. Sherwell also mentioned that the 
values of waterfront properties have been 
found to fall in areas affected by aquatic 
invasive species.

Invasive species that have been identi-
fied locally include milfoil, phragmites, 
purple loosestrife and fanwort. Two types 
of zooplankton, the spiny water flea and 
the fishhook water flea, as well as hydrilla 
have also been found around New England 
but have not been detected in local reser-
voirs or watersheds as of yet.

Sherwell said that human activity can 
contribute to the introduction and spread 
of aquatic invasive species. Unknowingly, 
people can transmit invasive species 
through dumping ballast water and live 
bait, or by allowing straggling “hitchhik-
ers” to remain on their boat or equipment.

Gosselin highlighted DCR’s techniques 
for managing and preventing the growth of 
aquatic invasive species. She highlighted 
widespread education about these plants as 
critical to these efforts.

She explained that there was constant 
monitoring of local bodies of water to 
ensure any spread of invasive species is 
detected early. This included 14 annual 
surveys of the Quabbin Reservoir and the 

use of GPS to track both native and inva-
sive species.

If a suspected invasive species is found, 
Gosselin said that the response was 
in-depth. “We do have a lengthy process 
to make sure we’re being thorough,” she 
said, adding that each species was handled 
differently from others.

Harvesting areas of invasive species 
could be as simple as having DCR con-
tractors pulling growths by hand, Gosselin 
said, but could involve the more aggressive 
use of suction hoses if conditions were 
appropriate. 

The biologists closed by asking visi-
tors to DCR sites to ensure that they are 
inspecting and cleaning their boats and 
equipment, draining any standing water 
away from waterways and, if possible, 
allowing everything to completely dry out 
for at least five days between visits. They 
also reminded boaters to only utilize des-
ignated boat launch areas, and to pay atten-
tion to all signage at these locations.

General information about the Quabbin 
Reservoir can be found online at https://
www.mass.gov/locations/quabbin-reser-
voir. Information about the Ware River 
Watershed is available at https://www.
mass.gov/locations/ware-river-watershed.

SPECIES from page 1

for new and beginning farmers such as the 
“Exploring the Small Farm Dream” curric-
ulum. 

Under NESFI stewardship, the Lampson 
Brook Farm currently hosts over 20 work-
ing small farm enterprises operated by 
local farm partners under sub-lease. The 
site is also the home of the Belchertown 
Community Garden and the Belchertown 
4-H Giving Garden. 

With numerous historic structures, a 
picturesque farm landscape and stunning 
views of the Holyoke Range, Lampson 
Brook Farm also serves as a valuable rec-
reational and cultural resource for the town 
and surrounding communities. The exten-
sive network of trails across agricultural 
and forested acres on the site is enjoyed 
widely by hikers, cyclists, the High School 
Cross country team, a local Snowmobile 
association and many others from the com-
munity. 

During the growing season, NESFI 
farmers offer fresh produce at the Jackson 
Street farmstand.

For the 2024 season, NESFI will con-
tinue with its educational series hosting 
workshops on: mushroom cultivation, inte-
grated pest management, flower growing, 
small engine repair, saw-mill operation, 
value-added enterprises and other topics. 

For more information about NESFI, 
ongoing programming, educational activ-
ities and upcoming events, please visit 
www.smallfarm.org.

LEASE from page 1

❚ GRANBY�

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS 
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The Selectboard met to dis-
cuss various matters regarding the town, 
old and new projects, positions and com-
mittees.

The March 4 meeting was run by Chair 
Glen N. Sexton, and he was joined by 
Clerk Crystal Dufresne, Member Richard 
Beaulieu,  and Twon Administrator 
Christopher Martin.

Appointment 
The Selectboard approved the appoint-

ment of Natalie Archambault to the Council 
on Aging in order to introduce new pro-
grams and offer supplements in order to 
support the members of the senior center. 

Archambault discussed programs like 
special gym memberships, classes on how 
to use technologies like Alexa and smart-
phones, and the inclusion of fun and inter-
esting events. 

Old and other businesses 
The board also reviewed an applicant 

for the position of Town Accountant, and 
organized a time to meet with and interview 
them. 

One Stop for Growth is still being dis-
cussed and reviewed by the committee, and 
how it can benefit the community. There 
has also been a volunteer to join the Open 
Space Committee, and his request was 
approved.

The Council on Aging’s Cookout in the 
Spring has been planned, and the date will 
be announced. “The liaison for the Council 
on Aging will be away for 19 days,” 
Dufresne said. “She just wanted to let 
everyone know she would not be available.”  

The West Street Building Committee put 
work on the Green Communities on hold 
for now, but updates on both projects will 
be announced shortly.

New business and information 
The board then went over various depart-

mental reports and moved to approve of 
them and moved forward. 

The board then reviewed and signed var-
ious Maintenance, Common Victualler, and 
Entertainment Licenses for the town, and 
discussed them. 

Selectboard appoints new 
member to Council on Aging

❚ EDUCATION�

BELCHERTOWN – The St. Francis 
of Assisi Knights of Columbus Council 
10698 of Belchertown is again offering 
a scholarship to deserving high school 
graduating senior(s) who plan to continue 
their education at a college, university, 
trade school or other accredited post-high 
school institutions of higher learning, and 
as striven and demonstrated traits of the 
same principles of our order or chari-
ty and service to their school, faith, and 
community.

The scholarship is being offered to 
applicants who are:

A graduating high school senior with a 
grade point average of 2.5 or higher (and 
either a Belchertown resident, or family 
member of a member of the St. Francis 
of Assisi Council #10698, or parishioner 
of a Catholic parish in the council’s gen-
eral vicinity of Belchertown, Granby, and 

parts of Palmer and Ware) and
To use the awarded scholarship for pay-

ment of tuition to an institution of higher 
learning.

The application submittal deadline is 
postmarked no later than April 20.  No 
email submissions will be accepted.

Applications are available in area High 
School Guidance Offices, St. Francis 
Parish Church vestibule, or online at 
the Belchertown Knights website page 
at https://www.stfrancisbelchertown.
com/knights-of-columbus.  Notification 
of scholarship recipients will be in early 
June, either by following their high 
school scholarship awards presentation 
traditions or my email.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact the Council’s Scholarship 
Committee at kofcbelchertown@gmail.
com.

K of C offers scholarships for 
graduating seniors

BELCHERTOWN – University of 
Massachusetts student Joshua Tan was 
named to the Dean’s List for the fall 2023 
semester.

Tan  i s  ma jo r i ng  i n  C iv i l  and 

Environmental Engineering and is a mem-
ber of the Class of 2024.

The University of Massachusetts students 
with a term GPA of 3.50 or higher were 
recognized for this academic achievement.

Joshua Tan named to Dean’s List at UMass

2024-25 Kindergarten 
registration for open
BELCHERTOWN – If you are a res-

ident of Belchertown with a child who 
will be 5 years of age on or before Sept. 
1, you are encouraged to complete a 
kindergarten registration packet for the 
upcoming 2024-2025 school year.

Please contact Christina Aponte by 
emailing caponte@belchertownps.org 
or by calling 413-323-0423 extension 
100 for additional information.
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DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Enrichment Camps!

Digital Storytelling  •  Studio Arts & Crafts  •    Flag Football  
Book Blasters & Word Wizards •  Bement Does Broadway & more!

Visit Bement.org/summer for 
more information and to register.
Register early! 

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well 
as local area experts, enrichment camps are 
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check 
the website for specific offerings each week.

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering 
grades k-8.

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21 
SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28  
SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 
SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS 
AND GET 7TH WEEK 
FREE!

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 

Arts and crafts, 
swimming, nature 
programs, hiking 
and more. Lunch is 
included. Before and after 
care is available.

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

 

 

 

Mass Stable License  
# 1472 

Mass Riding Instructor 
License 
# 5391 

Boarding, Leasing, Lessons, Training, Trailering 
P.O. 873 - 53 Ware Rd. Belchertown, MA 01007 

Phone (413) 813-9291 - Fax (413) 323-4999  
E-mail—Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 

 

 

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 • July 22-25 • July 29-Aug 2
Aug 5-9 • Aug 12-16 • Aug 19-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

10 Themed Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Toddler 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

 Race into summer at Camp MacDuffi e! Space is
limited 
so don’t 
wait!

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true 
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp programs include:
Arts • Athletics • Creative Writing • Dance • Theater • Science • And More!

The MacDuffi e School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
July 1 - August 16

Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s • And More!

Week 1: July 1 - 5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.110

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Summer 
Camps  
in Performing Arts,  
Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available
sbschool.org/summer
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 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Dorsey Memorials

Headstones & Grass Markers
Custom Designs & Styles

Monument Cleaning 
& Maintenance

Commercial Granite Signs
Cemetery Lettering

Bronze Memorial Plaques 

Laser Etching 
Benches & Urns

Veteran’s War Memorials
Boulders &

Irregular Shapes

Mausoleums 
& Columbarium

Two convenient locations to serve your memorial needs
     anywhere in the Quabbin region

T.S. Mann Memorials
199 Petersham Road, Rt. 32 • Athol, MA • 978-249-2206

www.MannMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-2

Dorsey Memorials
707 Main Street, Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212

www.DorseyMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 10-4 • Sat. 9-Noon

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Feb. 28 through March 5. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 382 calls police respond-
ed to, there were 15 incidents, six acci-
dents, two arrests/summons and 30 cita-
tions.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Wednesday, Feb. 28

7:31 p.m. – Collette Pincince, 36, of 40 
Main St., Belchertown arrested for unli-
censed operation of a motor vehicle, lar-
ceny of a motor vehicle and possession of 
class B drugs. Got a report vehicle stolen 
person traveling toward Indian orchard. 
Unable to locate vehicle after check in the 
area. Then reporting party got information 
person was in town. Other officers went 
to the location they located the vehicle 
where someone reported it was. Person 
was identified small bag located with white 
substance party was arrested owner was 
contacted. Charged accordingly. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS	
Wednesday, Feb. 28

2:29 p.m. – An officer spoke with a res-
ident about issues involving a neighbor 
who struck their mailbox. The person was 
referred to their homeowner insurance to 
replace the mailbox. 

Thursday, Feb. 29
 2 a.m. – An officer responded to a 

report of a tree that fell on a residence. 
The tree fell onto a residence in Hemlock 
Hallow during a significant weather event. 
Powerlines and trees throughout the town 
were downed. The tree fell across the resi-
dents’ driveway, and it laid across the roof 
of the home. The residents reported hearing 
a loud crash while they were asleep. There 
was damage to the ceiling, broken roof raf-
ters and the ceiling was on the floor. There 
were several branches that fell onto a vehi-
cle in the driveway as well. The resident 
reported an electric smell when they called 
the police. The town’s building inspector 
and electrical inspector assessed the prop-
erty and said if the residents didn’t use that 
bedroom the home was safe to occupy. 

3:07 a.m. – An officer responded to Ware 
Road for a report of an accident. A vehicle 
traveling east on Ware Road went onto the 
shoulder with their passenger side tires 
on the shoulder. The operator oversteered 
to the roadway. The vehicle went into the 
westbound lane, then came to a stop in a 
ditch. The vehicle became stuck in deep 
mud. There was damage to the bumper and 

rear well of the vehicle. No injuries were 
reported. 

12:59 p.m. – Belchertown Police, Fire 
and paramedics responded to a report of a 
person having an allergic reaction. 

5:31 p.m.  – An officer spoke with a per-
son about a larceny of their mailbox. The 
person reported it was there the day before. 
The resident reported it was taken from its 
location rather than struck. The matter was 
documented. 

Friday, March 1
9:32 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on North Liberty Street. A vehi-
cle traveling north on North Liberty Street 
when it hit a mailbox. The operator lost 
control of the vehicle, causing it to strike a 
rock wall, a tree, and another mailbox. 

7:48 p.m. – An officer spoke with a res-
ident about suspicious mail they received. 
Credit cards from a bank with other peo-
ple’s names on them. A correspondence 
from a loan company was also included. 
The resident was told to run a check on 
their accounts. 

11:08 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Maple Street. A vehicle trav-
eling west on Maple Street experienced 
an equipment failure. The vehicle’s right 
wheel was stuck pulling left. The vehi-
cle crossed the lane and struck the side of 
a second vehicle. The vehicle then went 
further left and came to rest on a lawn, 
causing property damage. One person was 
transported to the hospital. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene. 

Saturday, March 2
9:09 p.m. – An officer responded to 

assist Belchertown Fire and paramedics 
with a person having a cardiac event. 

11:36 p.m. – An officer dispatched for 
a report of someone who shot a firearm 
outside of a residence. There was a vehicle 
across the street the caller said appeared 
to be a pick-up truck. The officer checked 
the residence for any damage from a fire-
arm. The officer checked the roadway and 
there were no shell casings. There was a be 
on the lookout order placed to surround-
ing departments. The matter is still under 
investigation. 

Sunday, March 3
1:44 p.m. – An officer responded to 

Jackson Street for a report of illegal dump-
ing in the woods behind a resident’s house. 
There were tires in the woods and a few 
were imbedded in the ground. There were 
also tractor tires with dead limbs lying on 
top of them that were recently placed there. 
The officer felt the tires were there for a 
while. The matter was documented. 

Monday, March 4
1:25 a.m. – An officer responded to a 

North Main Street residence for a report of 

a disturbance. They heard a person talking 
the argument and doors slammed it was a 
verbal argument only. 

7:18 a.m. –  An officer took a report that 
at some point in the night a resident’s car 
was moved from the parking space and it 
was resting against a truck. The resident 
was missing a set of keys they believed 
someone was able to get into their vehicle 
to try to steal it. The vehicle crashed into 
another vehicle. The vehicle toppled over 
a scooter that was picked up. There was 
no other information. The officer got a call 
later on that the keys were found in the 
wood line. 

10:08 a.m. – An officer dispatched to a 
residence to perform a wellbeing check. 

2:28 p.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on Federal Street. A vehicle 
attempting to pull out onto Federal Street 
from their driveway struck a bus that was 
in the left bound stopping traffic. None of 
the drivers or occupants were harmed. No 
tows were needed.  

2:52 p.m. – An officer responded to 
assist Belchertown Fire and paramedics 
with an intoxicated person.

Tuesday, March 5
5:53 a.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident on Federal Street. While on 
Federal Street a second vehicle began to 
pass the first. While going back over to the 
correct lane, the second vehicle struck the 
first. There was damage to the first vehi-
cle on the front left side. No injuries were 
reported, and no tows were needed. 

9:03 a.m. – An officer to George 
Hannum Road business for a report of 
shoplifting. There was an elderly person 
who was attempting to leave without pay-
ing for an item. The officer began a search 
of the area and saw a vehicle traveling right 
on Federal Street. The officer conducted 
a stop of the vehicle. Two elderly people 
in the vehicle were identified There were 
no grocery items in the vehicle. Another 
officer still at the business was told that 
an employee at the self-check-out left for 
a moment when an elderly person tried to 
purchase groceries but walked out of the 
store without paying for the food. A no 
trespass order was issued to the person. 
The business was contemplating pressing 
charges. 

2:32 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on South Washington. A vehi-
cle traveling south on South Washington 
when a deer ran across the road.  south on 
south Washington when deer ran across the 
road. The operator swerved to avoid hitting 
the deer and left the roadway. The vehi-
cle struck two trees on either side before 
coming to final rest in a swamp. There 
was heavy body damage and undercar-
riage damage. The operator refused medi-
cal attention. 

5:31 p.m. – Belchertown fire and police 

responded to a Franklin Street residence 
for a report of a house fire. The officer 
arrived first and saw heavy smoke in the 
yard appeared to be coming from a con-
necting area between the house and a barn. 
A person at the property was identified as 
the homeowner and the other resident came 
out of the house as well. There was smoke 
coming from between the home and a barn. 
Massachusetts State Police responded on 
scene to assist in blocking Franklin Street. 
They believed electrical issues occurred in 
the walls, causing the fire. 

Granby PoliceLog
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 139 calls for 
the week of March 1 through March 7. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Friday, March 1
1:54 p.m. – A motorist reported that a 

car struck arborvitaes in the parking lot of 
the post office. There were no injuries.

Sunday, March 3
4:15 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 57 mph in 40 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

Monday, March 4
8:22 a.m. – Granby Police responded to 

a report of two men arguing and a minor 
motor vehicle accident in the drive thru 
of Dunkin Donuts. One of the parties left 
before police arrived. An accident and an 
incident report were completed.

8:34 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 50 mph in 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and 
the operator was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

Tuesday, March 5
5:01 p.m. – Multiple callers reported a 

two-car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. One operator was transported 
to the hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries.

7:20 p.m. – Granby Police and Fire 
responded to report of a single vehicle 
crash. There were no injuries.

Wednesday, March 6
12:32 p.m. – A resident came to the sta-

tion to report that someone fraudulently 
opened an unemployment claim in their 
name. An incident report was completed.

is set to go the police academy in May. 
There would also be a few part time positions that would 

become available. 
Pacunas said Wilbraham would be a good fit for the 

town.
Ingram added that after taking a serious look at other 

agencies and communities, Wilbraham is a good fit. 

Town Administrator Steve Williams said he recent-
ly took a tour of Wilbraham’s dispatch center and was 
impressed.

“It’s a state-of-the-art center, I was impressed not only 
with the facility but with the people – how professional 
they were and how eager they were,” he said. “The num-
bers really speak for themselves.”

He added that the face-to-face interaction is an import-
ant element for the department to maintain, so there will 

be some people in the station with office hours so that “if 
somebody needs to be at the station for some reason, there 
will still be a face.”

Selectboard member Peg Louraine asked the chiefs why 
Wilbraham was a perfect fit for the town.

Pacunas said the new regional dispatch center would 
encompass three departments, Wilbraham, Hampden and 
Belchertown. He added that Hampden gets about 300 calls 
per year, while Belchertown gets 16,000, so it’ll be more 
like two towns. 

Selectboard member Lesa Lessard Pearson asked about 
what the difference was between a dispatcher and a clerk. 

Pacunas said dispatchers must answer 911 calls, the 
business line and any traffic at the front window of the 
department. They also have clerical duties. 

As far as costs to the town, Williams said the town needs 
to figure out the salary range for the department for the 
unemployment costs, which will be going towards the fis-
cal year 2025 budget. 

There will be a “soft start” beginning in June. 

DISPATCH from page 1
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BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

B E L C H E RT O W N — T h e 
members of the Belchertown 
boys swim team will probably 
remember the 2023-24 season 
for the rest of their lives.

“We had an amazing season,” 
said Belchertown boys swim 
coach Johanna Manduley. “We 
went undefeated in our regular 
season meets and we won the 
league title. We then captured the 
Central/ West sectional cham-
pionship title for the first time 
in school history. We also fin-
ished fourth in the Division 2 
state championships. Everything 
aligned the right way for us this 
season. I’m very proud of my 

boys.” 
Before being named as the 

Belchertown boys’ swim coach 
three years ago, Manduley was 
a coach for the Belchertown 
Stingrays.

“I coached a lot of the kids 
who swam on this year’s team 
when I was coaching with the 
Stingrays,” she said. “When 
Belchertown High School was 
looking for a boy’s swim coach, 
one of the parents asked me if I 
would fill the position. This is 
the first time that I’ve coached a 
varsity swim team.”   

While the Orioles boys swim 
team has always had talent-
ed swimmers, the overall team 
depth was the biggest difference 
this winter. 

“In past years, we haven’t had 
the depth that you need to win a 
championship title,” Manduley 
said. “We had eight or nine tal-
ented swimmers on this year’s 
team. Winning the Central/ West 
sectional championship was their 
main goal. They put in the hard 
work and were able to achieve 
that goal.”  

T h e  O r i o l e s  w o n  t h e 
Minuteman league title with a 
perfect 11-0 record. 

They then captured the 
Central/ West sectional cham-
pionship title, which was held 
at Springfield College, with 
275.5 points .  Minnechaug 
Regional  fin ished in  sec-
ond place (239 points) fol-
lowed by Longmeadow (178), 

N o r t h a m p t o n  ( 1 6 7 ) ,  a n d 
Westfield (159). 

“We really wanted to win 
the Central/  West section-
al championship this season,” 
said Belchertown senior Derek 
Gould, who was a team captain. 
“To be able to accomplish our 
goal was very special. Everyone 
on the team contributed to our 
success.” 

“It was amazing to win a 
championship as a senior,” added 
Caleb Perron. “We just kept 
improving in every meet.”

The other senior listed on the 
Orioles boys swim roster is Luke 
Giguere.

At the Central/ West champi-

Orioles capture first sectional title

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

PA L M E R — T h e  P a l m e r 
Panthers won a preliminary round 
home game in the Division 5 state 
boys basketball tournament for 
the second time in the past three 
years.

Led by senior Andrew Menard 
and freshman Taydem Haley, 
who combined for 48 points, the 
23rd-seeded Panthers advanced 
into the round of 32 with a 79-51 
victory over the 42nd-seeded 
Pathfinder Tech Pioneers on Feb. 
27. 

“It’s really good for these guys, 
especially the two seniors, to 
have a home win in the states,” 
said Palmer head coach Missy 
Rocker said. “As soon as we 
found out that we would be fac-
ing Pathfinder, the kids were very 
excited about playing against 
their friends.”  

Two years ago, Palmer defeat-
ed the Hampden Charter School 
East, 61-40, in a preliminary 
home game before losing at 

Hopkins Academy in the round 
of 32. 

This year’s postseason jour-
ney also came to an end for the 
Panthers in the round of 32 fol-
lowing a 68-49 road loss to the 
10th-seeded Douglas Tigers two 
nights later. 

Palmer finished their season 
with an 11-10 overall record.

Menard, who scored 13 of his 
22 points against the Pioneers 
during the second half, and 
Shawn Troche are the two seniors 
listed on the Panthers varsity ros-
ter.

“Andrew and I have been play-
ing on the same basketball teams 
since we were little kids,” said 
Troche, who chipped in with 
seven points. “It feels amazing to 
win a state tournament game in 
our final home game. We lost in 
the round of 32 two years ago and 
we’re hoping to get to the round 
of 16 this year.”

Haley, who’s a tri-captain cap-
tain with the two seniors, played 
in his first state tournament game 
against Pathfinder Tech. He net-

Pioneers lose state tourney 
opener to Panthers

Papermen 
represent 
region in 
new league

HOLYOKE – The Holyoke 
Papermen, an amateur adult 
hockey team, was in action 
last Saturday afternoon. The 
Papermen are brand new adult 
team participating in the Union 
Hockey League, a new adult 
league in the New York and New 
England region. The new team 
got started in January and is 
playing a 32-game season with 
seven other teams that joined the 
league. Home games are played at 
Fitzpatrick Rink in Holyoke.

See more photos on page 13.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Mark Laviolette, of Ludlow makes his 
way up the right side of the ice.

Nick McNally comes into the ice and 
immediately takes control of the puck

Gaetano Delonge receives a pass.

BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The weekend of 
St. Patrick’s Day is synonymous 
with the popular parade in the 
streets of downtown Holyoke. 
But equally tradition is the 10K 
St. Patrick’s Day Road Race.

The road race was disap-
pointingly cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 
and again in 2021 when COVID-
19 rates rose due to the vaccine 
not being as widely available at 
the time.

But last year, the race returned 
to the joy people throughout the 
region and beyond and Holyoke 
once again became a hub of 
activity beginning with “Race 

Day.”
And the sights and scenes of 

St. Patrick’s Day weekend were 
also back in the Paper City the 

past two years as the downtown 
area around Maple and High 
Streets were lined with patrons. 
Bars and restaurants were filled 

with people going in and out, 
the Mummers gave their perfor-
mance, and children and others 
were able to participate in the 
Kids Walk and Fun Run prior to 
the “main event” taking place at 
1 p.m.

This year’s race, the 47th run-
ning of the tradition, will take 
place this Saturday, March 16. 
Once again, many will be look-
ing to add their name to the list 
of winners of the 10K.

In 2023, it was the ideal day 
for Jenna Gigliotti, an Amherst 
woman who won the 10K Road 
Race for the second consecutive 
year. She crossed the finish line 
at 35:29.

St. Patrick’s Road Race set for this Saturday afternoon

Adam Slonka ranges for a layup from 
the right side.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Hunter Griswold passes on the run.

The first wave of harriers are off in the 2023 St. Patrick’s Road Race in Holyoke.

Please see ORIOLES, page 12

Please see PIONEERS, page 13

ted 18 of his career-high 26 
points after halftime.

“Winning a game in the state 
tournament feels really good,” 

Haley said. “There was a lot of 
pressure on us, but we worked 

Please see RACE, page 15
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❚ SPORTS�

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Springfield Thunderbirds (26-26-
3-2) threw everything they could 
at the net of the Providence Bruins 
(35-17-3-2) without success in a 
5-0 defeat on Sunday at Amica 
Mutual Pavilion. 

It was evident from the onset 
that the goaltenders were not going 
to allow anything easily, as both 
Colten Ellis of Springfield and 
Brandon Bussi of Providence came 
out with laser-like focus. Bussi was 
exceptional from the get-go, as he 
turned away a trio of point-blank 
chances in the opening 10 minutes 
off of Will Bitten, Joey Duszak, 
and Zach Dean. 

Operating on the first power 
play of the afternoon, the T-Birds 
instead saw the scoreless deadlock 
broken when Jayson Megna inter-
cepted a pass and beat everyone 
up ice to beat Ellis on a backhand 
breakaway, giving the P-Bruins a 
1-0 lead at 11:23 of the first period. 

Megna’s tally, which began 
Providence’s Teddy Bear Toss, 
proved to be the only shot to beat 

Bussi or Ellis for the next period 
and a half. The T-Birds peppered 
the Providence net from all angles 
and in all situations, but Bussi con-
tinued to bamboozle his division 
foes. 

With Springfield still pushing 
hard to equalize, Oskar Steen final-
ly afforded Bussi and his defense 
some insurance when he elevated 
a wrist shot past Ellis 3:58 into the 
final period. Joey Abate and John 
Beecher would follow suit, setting 
each other up for odd-man rush 
goals at 13:45 and 15:37 respec-
tively. With the game well in hand, 
the Bruins’ top power play unit 
added one more for good measure 
as Georgii Merkulov potted the 
Bruins’ 5th goal at 19:28.

The T-Birds get some well-de-
served rest before a crucial two-
game series in Charlotte next 
Saturday and Sunday against 
the Checkers inside Bojangles’ 
Coliseum. Puck drop on Saturday 
is set for 4 p.m., with a 1 p.m. mat-
inee on tap for Sunday.

Thunderbirds suffer 
shutout against Bruins

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 
Baseball League is looking to 
infuse new talent into its league for 
the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 sea-
son is now open and any interested 
players can go to www.quabbinval-
leybaseball.org to get registered, or 
to seek more information or make 
inquiries about the league. The 
league website will also be updated 
over the next month with informa-
tion about the upcoming season.

There are many open roster 
spots available in the league for 
the 2024 season, which is tentative-
ly scheduled to begin on Sunday, 
April 21. The league plays most 
Sunday from late April through 
late August with playoffs following 
that. The league plays a 15-game 
schedule and typically fields six 
teams each year. Games are usu-
ally played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South Hadley 
normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an 
all-abilities league and all are wel-
come to join. Eligibility is players 
who are age 28 and over. You must 
be 30 to be eligible to pitch in the 
league. Your age for eligibility is 
whatever age you will turn in 2024. 
The league is also able to enter-
taining taking in an entire group 
as a team to add to the league. 
Please email the league board for 
to inquire about entering a team.

The league is currently in the 
process of preparing for the 2024 
season and held a meeting on 
Feb. 18 to discussion plans for the 
upcoming season. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Sunday March 
24 at 11:40 a.m. at the Hangar Pub 
& Grill in South Hadley. All are 
welcome to attend the meeting, ask 
questions and express interest in 
joining.

STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT 
– Woody Pitkat announced 
today that he will return to 
competition in the Open 
Modified events at Stafford 
Motor  Speedway during 
the 2024 season. Pitkat will 
drive the No. 8, a Chassis Pro 
machine, owned by Mike and 
Makayla Holmes. 

Pitkat will run all of the 
Open Modified events, includ-
ing the $20,000 to win NAPA 
Spring Sizzler to open the sea-
son, April 27-28.

“Mike has been a friend 
over the years and driving for 
him in this new car is a great 
opportunity,” Pitkat said. “The 
team will remain very simi-
lar to our team with Dunleavy 
Racing, with Cam McDermott 
as the crew chief and many 
of our crew members. We’re 
looking forward to getting 
back to Stafford, a place I am 
lucky enough to call home. 
They have done a great job 
with their short-track racing 
program and we’re excited 
to chase wins in these major 
events.”

The team may also run 
additional events in New 
England if time allows. Pitkat 
announced last week he will 
return to Dunleavy Racing to 
compete for the full Monaco 
Modified Tri-Track Series 

schedule driving their No. 88.
Mike  Ho lmes  & Son 

Excavating includes services 
like septic installation, septic 
repairs, complete house lots, 
additions, yard expansions, 
drainage work, gravel drive-
ways, trucking and more. 
They also have a 24-hour 
emergency service available.

“We’re beyond excited to 
finally be a car owner, espe-
cially with having a driver 
like Woody Pitkat behind the 
wheel,” Mike Holmes said. 
“Woody has become a great 
friend over the years and I’m 
blessed to have Cam and 
his wife, Lauren, who have 
become family to my wife 
Makayla and I, along with our 
entire crew. I can’t thank Todd 
Owen, the Chassis Pro team, 
and all of our sponsors and 
crew members enough. We’re 
looking forward to Stafford 
and some other races we 
will have scheduled to chase 
checkered flags and have a fun 
year.”

Pitkat is second on the 
a l l - t ime Stafford  Motor 
Speedway wins list with 83 
career victories, the most 
recent in 2023. He’s also a 
two-time Stafford Late Model 
champion and a former SK 
Modified champion at the 
Connecticut half-mile.

Registration 
now open 
for Quabbin 
Valley 
baseball

Pitkat gets new ride as 
he returns to Stafford

LUDLOW – Earlier this 
week, the Western Mass. 
Pioneers have released their 
2024 schedule. It includes 
potential participation in the 
U.S. Open Cup, which begins 
on March 19. The Pioneers 
have won an Open Cup match 
in the past. Later, the Pioneers 
have their “friendly” exhibi-
tion game scheduled for May 

10. They will face 3rd Eye 
FC prior to the start of their 
USL-2 League schedule. Their 
opener for the regular season 
is against the Boston Bolts on 
the road May 14. Their home 
opener is scheduled for May 
18 against Pathfinder FC of 
New York. The schedule con-
tinues through July 13 and 
includes a total of 14 games.

Pioneers 2024 schedule released

onship meet, Giguere, who’s a 
four-year member of the swim 
team, finished first in the 200 
individual medley (1:57.56) and 
in the 100 backstroke (52.72). 
He was also a member of the 
400-yard freestyle team and the 
200 medley relay teams, which 
also came in first place.

“Winning the Central/ West 
sectional championship was a 
great accomplishment for us,” 
Giguere said.   

The other members of the 
Orioles relay team are Derek 
Gould, sophomore Ryan Shea, 
and freshman JR Zlogar.    

“There is a lot more pressure 
in the relays than there are in 
the individual races,” Gould said. 
“If you mess up in an individual 
event, it’s on you, but you don’t 
want to let your team down in 
a relay. Everyone on the relay 
teams worked very hard together 
to accomplish the goal.”        

Giguere holds the school 
record in the 100 butterfly (51.11 
seconds) which he broke at last 
year’s Central/ West sectional 
championships.

“It was a cool feeling after 
I broke the 100 fly record,” 
Giguere said. “I didn’t swim in 
that event very many times last 
year. My favorite event is the 
100 backstroke.”   

Shea gave his thoughts about 
the three seniors.

“Our three seniors were amaz-
ing this year,” he said. “They 

really helped us a lot at both the 
Central/ West championships 
and at states. Being teammates 
with them was an honor. We’re 
hoping to defend our sectional 
title next year.”     

The Orioles entered the 
Central/ West championships as 
the top-seeded team followed by 
Minnechaug, who captured the 
sectional title a year ago.

The Falcons are also the 
Orioles’ biggest rivals in the 
swimming pool.        

“Minnechaug has always 
been a huge competitor of ours,” 
Manduley added. “We defeated 
them during the regular season. 
It was one of the closest meets 
that we had during the regular 
season. They have a lot of talent-
ed swimmers, and they also have 
a lot of depth.”

The  fina l  score  of  the 
Minnechaug meet, which took 
place on January 19 at the 
Chestnut  Hi l l  Community 
School pool was 98-72. The 
Orioles scored more than 100 
points in nine regular season 
meets. The top six finishers in 
each event earn points.

Belchertown (127 points) 
finished in fourth place at the 
Division 2 state championship 
meet, which was held at Zesiger 
Sports and Fitness Center locat-
ed on the M.I.T. campus in 
Boston. Weston High School 
(293) finished in first place fol-
lowed by Wayland (214), and 
Medfield (141). Minnechaug 
(113) came in sixth. 

Because the Chestnut Hill 
Community School pool doesn’t 
have a diving board, the Orioles 
aren’t able to have a diving team.

“Going into the postseason 
meets, we automatically lost 
twenty points because we don’t 
have a diving team,” Manduley 
said. “These guys just overcame 
the odds and became champions 
this year.” 

The members of the junior 
class on the boys’ swim team are 
Trenton Harper, Noah Les, Ben 
Les, and George Wheeler, who 
was also a captain.

“It was a privilege being a 
captain of the swim team this 
year,” said Wheeler, who’ll be a 
senior captain next season. “The 
seniors made a huge impact on 
our team, and we have big shoes 
to fill next year. It was one of the 
best seasons our swim team has 
ever had.”   

Derek Gould’s younger broth-
er, Ryan, is a member of the 
sophomore class, along with 
Miles McNamara, and Ryan 
Volz-Benoit. 

Rounding out  the boy’s 
swim team are freshmen Drake 
Dragon,  Aust in  Hammon, 
Emmett  Howard,  and Ben 
Smolinski. 

The returning members of the 
Belchertown boys’ swim team 
will be looking to defend their 
Central/ West sectional champi-
onship title and perform well in 
the Division 2 state champion-
ship meet a year from now.     

TROIS-RIVIÈRES, QC  – 
The  Worcester Railers HC  (25-
25-4-2, 56pts) lost to 
the  Trois-Rivières 
L ions   (23-26-
3-3, 52pts) on 
Saturday after-
noon by the 
f i n a l  s c o r e 
of 3-1  in front 
o f  a  c rowd of 
2,224 at the Colisée 
Vi d e o t r o n .  T h e 
Railers head back home 
to play the Reading Royals 
for their second school-day game 
of the year on Wednesday, March 
13th at 10:05am. 

Trois-Rivieres notched the 
game’s first two goals from 
Jakov Novak (1-0-1) and Justin 
Ducharme (1-0-1) to go up 2-0 
entering the second. Nicolas 
Guay (1-0-1) extended the Lions 
lead to 3-0 with an early goal in 
the second. Trevor Cosgrove (1-0-
1) scored the final goal of the 
game in the second on the power 
play as the Railers would go on to 
lose 3-1 to Trois-Rivières to wrap 
up the weekend.  

Jakov Novak (21st) continued 
his hot play against the Railers 
with his 13th point against the 
team this year. Novak found the 
puck loose in front on a chaot-
ic play in front of Ceci and 
proceeded to pat it past him to 
Put the Lions ahead 1-0. While 
short-handed, Cory Thomas air-
mailed a puck from his own cor-
ner into the neutral zone. Justin 
Ducharme (14th) skated past 

the Railers defense and scooped 
up the puck en route to scoring 

blocker side on a break-
away past Ceci to 
make it 2-0 Trois-
Rivières going into 

the second. 
Tr o i s - R iv i è r e s 

picked up in the sec-
ond where they left 
off in the first with 
a goal just 3:57 into 

the frame.  Nicolas 
Guay (6th) entered the 

Railers zone on a three-on-
one rush with Tyler Hylland and 
John Parker-Jones. As the puck 
bounced around the attacking 
zone, Guay placed a perfect shot 
bar-down past Ceci for his sec-
ond goal in two games to make it 
3-0 Lions. Worcester went to the 
power play for the second time 
off a trip from Nicolas Lariviere. 
Trevor Cosgrove (7th) ham-
mered a one-timer off a pass from 
Keeghan Howdeshell and made 
it 3-1 Railers on the man-advan-
tage. The Lions continued to pres-
sure in the second, but Cole Ceci 
was strong the rest of the period 
as Worcester was outshot 13-7 in 
the second.  

Worcester woke up in the third, 
outshooting the Lions 18-2 in the 
frame. Worcester tested Strauss 
Mann heavily in the period, but 
the Greenwich, CT native was 
strong in net as he turned all 18 
shots aside. He secured the third 
star of the game for the Lions, 
along with the win for Trois-
Rivieres. 

Railers suffer loss to Lions

ORIOLES from page 11



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  M A R C H  14,  2024 PAGE 13

  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

Hopkins 
Car Ramp 
Pair

$5999
/each

❚ SPORTS�
PAPERMEN REPRESENT REGION IN NEW LEAGUE

Zach Paisley heads up the left side of the ice. Vinnie McAllister sends a pass away. Nick Cambria looks to center the puck.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

PIONEERS from page 11

very hard as a team.”     
Troche was very impressed 

with Haley’s outstanding perfor-
mance.

“Taydem is only a freshman, 
but he scored 26 points, which 
is amazing,” he said. “He always 
plays every game with a lot of 
confidence.”

Pathfinder Tech, who has made 
three appearances in the state 
tournament since the postseason 
format was changed in 2021, fin-
ished their season with an 11-10 
overall record.

“Even though the final score 
was worse than the first time that 
we played Palmer, I thought it 
was a much more competitive 
game tonight,” said Pathfinder 
head coach Zac Button. “We bat-
tled them to the end.” 

The seven seniors listed on the 
Pioneers varsity roster are Hunter 
Griswold, Adrien Moskovitz, 
Branden Hnitecki, Luke Magnus, 
Trevor Allard, Adam Slonka, and 
Richie Gula.

“We’ll be losing seven very 
good kids,” Button said. “I 

coached the seniors on the junior 
varsity team before coaching 
them at the varsity level the past 
two years. They work very hard 
on the court and in the classroom. 
They’re a very special group.”    

Gula scored a team-high 17 
points in his final high school 
basketball game. 

Griswold, whos’ planning on 
playing football at Mass Maritime 
Academy next fall, scored 14 of 
his 16 points during the second 
half. 

“I do know most of the Palmer 
players and losing to them in a 
state tournament game is tough,” 
said Griswold, who’s an outstand-
ing three-sport athlete. “It has 
been awesome being a member 
of this basketball team for the last 
four years.”  

At the end of December, the 
Panthers made the trip down the 
street to Pathfinder Tech and cel-
ebrated a 53-37 non-league victo-
ry. Haley scored a game-high 18 
points in that contest. 

Menard scored the first four 
points in last Tuesday’s contest 
and the Panthers never trailed. 

A couple of minutes later, 

a lay-up by sophomore Angel 
Torres (7 points) gave the home 
team an 8-4 advantage.

Gula made the first of his two 
trifectas with 5:15 remaining in 
the opening quarter, which closed 
the gap to 8-7. 

Then Haley buried a 3-pointer 
from the top of the key beginning 
a 13-3 Palmer run. Haley scored 
six more points during the final 
five minutes of the first quarter.

“Taydem is an outstanding 
point guard for a freshman,” 
Rocker said. “He’s a big cata-
lyst for our team and jump-starts 
things. His performance tonight 
was unbelievable. He made fan-
tastic shots while driving, and 
that’s what we need more of.” 

Sophomore Dylan Doherty (8 
points) added a field goal and 
made a pair of foul shots for 
the home team during the run. 
Sophomore Stephen Fredette (5 
points) also made a free throw, as 
the Panthers entered the second 
quarter holding a 21-10 advan-
tage.

Pathfinder Tech began the sec-
ond stanza with a pair of inside 
hoops by Allard (6 points) and 

Slonka (8 points) before Palmer 
scored the next seven points. 

Late in the first half, a Doherty 
put-back hoop gave the Panthers a 
37-21 lead.

Haley took over the spotlight 
offensively during the third quar-
ter by scoring twelve points, 
which helped Palmer keep their 
double digit lead. 

“Taydem is a heck of a basket-
ball player,” Button said. “He cut 
right through our defense, espe-
cially in the third quarter.” 

The Pioneers did cut the deficit 
to ten points a couple of times 
in the quarter quarter, but they 
weren’t able to get any closer 
than that the rest of the way. 

Griswold made five field goals 
and a foul shot during the final 
eight minutes of the contest for 
the visiting team.

The returning Pioneers players 
will be looking for a little bit of 
revenge when they play another 
game at the Palmer High School 
gymnasium during the 2024-25 
regular season. TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY 

WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Stephen Fredette takes a free throw.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697. 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
              

CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975
                    

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212 

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE
2019 CHEVY SPARK LS, $8.900. 
Excellent condition, well main-
tained, original owner, 75,000 miles. 
Clean Carfax, never any problems, 
non-smoker. Florida car. 413-769-
3127.

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER MIX 
PUPPY, 3 months,  current on shots, 
well socialized. 3 yr old Beagle female, 
$200. 413-596-8190, 413-782-
2305.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Brookfield is seeking an 
experienced full-time Highway Su-
perintendent. Full job description at 
brookfieldma.us. Please submit 
resume and cover letter to select-
men@brookfieldma.us. Applica-
tion review will begin after March 28th. 
Resumes accepted until position is 
filled. Brookfield is an equal opportuni-
ty employer.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook.  Hours are flexible, but must 
be worked during the regular highway 
department hours of Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist 
the Highway Superintendent.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open 
until filled. Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re-
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe-
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gilbert-
ville. Two lifts, compressor, office, bath-
room/washroom. Large 10 ft overhead 
electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 phase 
electric. Room for 5 vehicles plus 
inside and outside parking. Located 
right on Rt 32. Perfect for a business 
or? $2,000/month. Call Don @(413) 
758-3039. 

REAL ESTATE

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

TAX SERVICES

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

ALDEN CREDIT UNION
ANNUAL MEETING
Alden Credit Union will 

hold its annual meeting on 
Monday, March 25, 2024 
at Food 101 Bar & Bistro, 
19 College Street, South 
Hadley, MA from 5 p.m to 
6 p.m.

For further details or to 
RSVP please contact, Jennifer 
Faustino at 413-536-0475 ext. 
107
03/07, 03/14/2024

Notice of Planning Board 
Hearing

Relative to
Proposed Zoning By-law 

Amendment/Addition
Pursuant to 

MGL c.40A, §5.
The Planning Board of 

the Town of Belchertown will 
hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss proposed amendments 
to the town’s zoning by-laws, 
both remotely and in person 
as follows:

Place:  Select  Board 
Meeting Room, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall

2  J a b i s h  S t r e e t , 
Belchertown

Date: 	March 26, 2024

Time:	7:00 pm
Remote access informa-

tion:
h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .

com/173538941
You can also dial in using 

your phone.
United States:  +1 (408) 

650-3123
Access Code:  173-538-

941
The subject matter of the 

proposed amendment is as 
indicated below.

To amend the Schedule of 
Uses for Contractor’s Yard; to 
amend the dimensional regu-
lations for Multiple Dwelling 
Residential zone; to amend 
the Accessory Apt. require-
ments; to add Battery Energy 
Storage Systems.

The complete text relative 
to the proposed amendment 
are available for inspection 
during regular business hours 
at the Town Clerk’s office and 
the Planning Board office and 
at masspublicnotices.org
03/07, 03/14/2024

SALE OF MOTOR 
VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of March 15, 2024 the fol-

lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
Vehicle: 2009 Audi A4
Vin #: WAULF78KX9N014494
Color: Black
LKO: Benjamin Grillo
Address: 13 Jackson Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
2/29/24, 3/7/24, 3/14/24

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

This year’s male and overall win-
ner was Michael Norberg, who also is 
from Amherst. He finished with a time 
30:50. He was more than 30 seconds 
ahead of the second-place finisher, 
Bradley Mish, of Hadley.

There were more than 5,000 par-
ticipants in this year’s event, which 
is part of a big weekend in Holyoke, 
going along with the parade that took 
place on Sunday. It also is viewed 
as a practice course for runners par-
ticipating in more races later in the 
year, including the Boston Marathon. 
There are harriers who will run 6.2-
mile course multiple times to simulate 
26.2-mile marathon distance, includ-
ing participating in the main race.

Of the more than 5,000 harriers 
signed up, 3,813 registered finishes.

Benjamin Lasky, of Ludlow, was a 
top local finisher, coming in 14th at 
33:41. Lasky has been a top 10 finish-
er in the past.

The race continued traditions of 
participants running for various char-
ities and other causes, in honor of 
deceased loved ones, and of course, 
the running of the race in costume.

The current cost, as of press time, 
to enter the race, is $35. The two-mile 
walk price was $25 as of press time, 
but was expected to rise on March 13.

The weather, as of press time, is 
expected to be warmer than in previ-
ous years, near 60 and sunny.

RACE from page 11

PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
The Holyoke Grand Colleen and her court hold the finish tape.

For the second straight year, Jenna Gigliotti, of 
Amherst, was the top female finisher. She came in 
at 35:29.

Michael Norberg, of Amherst, finishes first overall in 
the road race with a time of 30:50.
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 11-14 .. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

NIGHT 
CANADA & 
NEW 
ENGLAND 
CRUISE 
Norwegian Gem – 
Departing August 30
Call now – 
Availability Limited!

Neighborhood
MarketplaceSUPPORT 

THESE 
HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Contractors

MA Lic. #11406

(413) 323-6116(413) 323-6116
SCHEDULING SERVICE:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Residential & Commercial
PLUMBING SERVICES

• New Construction
• Remodeling • Repairs 

• High Efficiency Gas Boilers
• All Types of Hot Water Heaters 

Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless

www.dfplumbinginc.com

Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s 
Select Board is seeking citizens to 
share their expertise by serving on 
a town board or committee.

Those who have time and are 
interested in getting involved in the 
town’s activities are asked to sub-
mit a letter of interest to: Select 
Board, The Finnerty House, One 
South Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007, or by 
email to selectboard@belchertown.
org (unless otherwise indicated 
below).

The town has announced that it 
wishes to fill the following vacan-
cies:

Cultural Council
One vacancy 

The Town wishes to fill an antic-
ipated vacancy on the Cultural 
Council.  The Cultural Council 
promotes an appreciation of the 
arts and culture by participating 
in the development and adminis-
tration of funds for local cultural 
activities.  

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Trail Stewardship Council

One vacancy
The Town wishes to fill a vacan-

cy to represent landowners of the 
Town on the Trail Stewardship 
Council. Interested individuals 
should be knowledgeable about 
local land use and related issues. 
Additional information specific to 
this council can be found at www.
newenglandtrail.org.

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Animal Control Advisory Board

Three vacancies
The Town wishes to fill three 

vacancies on the Animal Control 
Advisory Board. This board has 
the authority to conduct hearings 

as allowed in the Town’s by-laws 
and pose reasonable conditions 
as deemed appropriate.  The ideal 
applicants may be a dog breeder, 
a dog trainer, a veterinarian, non-
pet owner from the community, a 
medical professional specializing 
in emergency medicine, animal 
enthusiast or caregiver, pet owner 
and/or interested residents. 

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Communications Committee

Three vacancies
The Town wishes  to  fi l l 

three full member seats on the 
Communications Committee. 
The purpose of this committee is 
to develop a communication plan 
for the Town of Belchertown to 
improve information flow from 
the Town to the public. Experience 
with marketing, communications, 
and/or social media is highly pre-
ferred.  

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Zoning Board of Appeals

One Associate Member seat
The Town wishes to fill one 

Associate Member seat on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  The 
ZBA is responsible for hear-
ing and deciding on applications 
for Special Permits, Variances 
and Appeals from decisions of 
the Zoning Enforcement Officer/
Building Inspector.   

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Historic District By-Law 

Commission
One Real Estate seat

The Town wishes to fill a full 
member seat (Real Estate Seat) 
on the Historic District By-Law 
Commission. The Commission has 
regulatory control over new con-
struction, reconstruction, alter-

ations, movements, and demolition 
of all exterior architectural features 
of buildings and structures within 
the Historic District which are vis-
ible from any public street, public 
way, or public park.

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Belchertown Family Center 

Committee
Three Active Voting 
Member positions 

The Belchertown Family Center 
Committee is seeking passionate, 
service-minded individuals to fill 
three active voting member posi-
tions. This committee is charged 
with oversight of the Belchertown 
Family Center and its support 
programming for families, and 
is actively working to create a 
breadth of resources for our com-
munity.

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Council on Aging

One vacancy
The Town wishes to fill one 

vacancy on the Council on Aging.  
Members of the Council on Aging 
coordinate programs and services 
for the elderly population and over-
see the Belchertown Senior Center.

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Belchertown Age and 
Dementia Friendly 

Implementation Group
One vacancy

The Belchertown Age and 
Dementia Friendly Implementation 
Group is looking to fill a vacan-
cy for a community member. 
The main goal of the team is to 
implement the recommendations 
listed in the Age and Dementia 
Friendly Belchertown Community 
Assessment and Action Plan. The 
group meets quarterly at the Senior 
Center to prioritize, monitor prog-
ress and track outcomes.

Deadline: Friday, March 29
Belchertown Diversity, Equity, 

and Inclusion Task Force
One Community Member vacancy

The Town of Belchertown is 
accepting letters of interest to fill 
a community member vacancy on 
the newly developed Belchertown 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Task Force.  The focus of the Task 
Force is to develop a Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Statement 
for the Select Board to review and 
to consider adopting, to seek out 
opportunities to acknowledge and/
or celebrate the diversity within our 
own community and to welcome 

the whole community to join in, 
and to offer suggestions on how 
the town addresses specific or 
potential acts of violence, includ-
ing hate speech, should such acts 
arise in our community, region, or 
state.  Efforts should be made to 
include voices from the communi-
ty or communities that are direct-
ly affected.  Partnership opportu-
nities with surrounding towns to 
strengthen regional or state efforts 
might also be explored.  This is 
a seven member committee to 
include: A representative from law 
enforcement, a representative from 
Town Hall, and five community 
members representing diversity in 
one or more of the following areas: 
Racial and ethnic backgrounds, 
Social positions with respect to 
gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion, social positions with respect 
to disability, and Age groups and 
prior vocational experiences.  All 
are encouraged to apply. Please 
submit a letter of interest to:  Select 
Board, The Finnerty House, One 
South Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007 or by 
email to selectboard@belchertown.
org.  

Deadline: Friday, March 29

Town announces board, committee vacancies

BELCHERTOWN – Hop 
over to Christ Community 
Church, 1255 Federal St., on 
March 23 from 10-11:30 a.m. 
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.

This is a free event for the 
community and registration 
opens at 10 a.m. There will be 

several egg hunts based on age 
group (up to the age of 10).

In addition to the egg hunt, 
there will also be arts and 
crafts, face painting, snacks and 
more. Complimentary Easter 
egg bags will be provided at 
registration (while supplies 

last).
The Easter Egg Hunt is for 

ages 10 and under.
For more information, visit 

www.gracefortheway.org or 
contact the church by emailing 
office@gracefortheway.org or 
calling 413-253-0292.

Church hosts annual Easter Egg Hunt on March 23


