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POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
 Re/Max Compass 

Office:  (413) 568-0040
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

(413) 813-4479 www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

Our Real Estate Team has been providing compassionate and expert probate and estate services since 2003. 
Contact the Team that Sells... Contact the Team that Understands.

BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN –  The 
Planning Board discussed poten-
tial new zoning regulations 
during their meeting on March 
12, including a system that would 
regulate battery storage systems 
for both residential as well as 
commercial purposes, such as 
solar fields and electrical substa-
tions.

Amendments to accessory 
apartment, multi-dwelling resi-
dential and contractor’s yard reg-
ulations were also discussed at 
the meeting. A public hearing is 
scheduled for March 26 at 7 p.m. 
at Town Hall to give residents the 
opportunity to learn more about 
and offer feedback on these pro-
posed changes to the town’s zon-
ing bylaws.

With worldwide advance-
ments in battery storage technol-
ogy in recent years, allowing for 
increasingly more efficient bat-
teries that take up less space with 
less weight, the Planning Board 
is considering recommending a 
new bylaw for Town Meeting that 
would regulate the construction 
and use of large-scale batteries on 
properties in town.

The bylaw would divide bat-
teries into three separate tiers, 
ranging from primarily residen-
tial uses to large-scale commer-
cial ones. The tiers are broken 
down by battery capacity as mea-
sured either in kilowatt-hours, the 
amount of energy provided by a 
one kilowatt power source in one 
hour, or megawatt-hours, equal to 

1,000 kilowatt-hours.
Tier 1 would encompass bat-

teries up to 20 kWh in capaci-
ty, which could be used as emer-
gency generators for a residential 
property, or storage for solar ener-
gy from the same. The proposed 
new bylaw would allow for the 
installation of these batteries as of 
right by means of a standard per-
mitting process through the board.

Tier 2 would cover batteries 
with capacities between 20 kWh 
and 10 MWh, which would be 
used in contexts such as a com-
mercial solar field or wind farm. 
Planning Board Vice Chair Mike 
Hofler made sure during the 

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – Select 
Board member Ron Aponte is 
the most recent of two of the 
five member Select Board to 
announce he is not seeking 
reelection this year.

Earlier this year, Select Board 
member Peg Louraine also 
announced she wasn’t seeking 
reelection. 

Aponte said after much discus-
sion with his family and friends, 
he made the choice to end his 
two decades of public service. 

“I’ve gotten a tremendous kick 
out of it, and I still love doing 
it,” he said. “But it’s time to 
close this chapter and move on to 
something else.”

He said he hopes that someone 
else is ready to fill the seat. But 
he won’t be leaving it until May. 

Members thanked Aponte for 
his time on local boards and com-
mittees. 

Select Board Chair Ed Boscher 
said Aponte and his family have 
had an incredible dedication to 
the town.

“I think only the people up 

here can understand that part of 
the role. Like every good rela-
tionship, we’ve had our ups and 

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
commonwealth officially signed 
into law that Steve Williams is 
now the Town Manager. 

Williams was hired as the 
town administrator in May 2023 
with the promise of becoming 
the town’s first town manag-
er. The change is one of most-
ly title because last June the 
Selectboard delegated most of 
the authority of the position to 
Williams. 

“I don’t expect much to 
change,” Williams said. 

There are three areas of 
responsibility – one is person-
nel, the second is financial man-
agement and the third is basic 
administrative management. 

Williams cannot remove 
members of committee and 

employees such as the School 
Committee, school employees, 
the police chief, the fire chief 
and the library. 

“Department heads still need 
to come back to the board for 
ratification,” Williams said. 

He is also in charge of person-
nel bylaws, which Williams said 
he is working with council to 
amend them. 

“Updates to the town’s bylaws 
will probably be on the town 
meeting warrant,” Williams said. 
“It still gives the Select Board 
the authority to formulate and 
implement policy directives and 
guidelines. It would be the town 
manager’s role to implement 
them.”

F i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t 
includes record keeping, signing 
warrants and controlling all bud-

BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Members  o f  the  Schoo l 
Committee, Select Board and 
Finance Committee met on 
March 14 to discuss the pro-
posed fiscal year 2025 budget 
for the school district, which 
included reductions neces-
sitated by a combination of 
increased costs and decreased 
government funding.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  B r i a n 
Cameron explained that he 
anticipated a reduction in staff 
of 15.1 full-time equivalent 
positions would be necessary 
to operate within the town’s 
$33.2 million allocation for the 
school district, which falls short 
of the $34.4 million Cameron 
had projected for a budget that 
would maintain equivalent ser-
vice from the previous school 
year.

Reduct ions  in  COVID-
related state and federal grants 
contributed to the need for 
reductions, with awards as high 
as $1.3 million in fiscal year 
2023 dwindling to zero for FY 
25, according to a budget pre-
sentation from the superinten-
dent’s office obtained by the 

Planning Board considers battery storage

Belchertown Town Hall

This photo shows a solar array on Ware Road in Belchertown.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY NICK BOONSTRA

FILE PHOTO
Select Board member Ron Aponte is the most recent of two members to announce 
they are not seeking reelection this year. 

Select Board to see two new faces Steve Williams gains 
title of ‘town manager’

Schools 
face budget 
shortfall 
for FY 25

Please see NEW FACES, page 3

Please see BUDGET, page 4

Please see WILLIAMS, page 5

Please see SOLAR, page 7
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Route 202, East Street, Granby
413-467-3794

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~
Open: 

8am-7pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Easter is Sunday, March 31st!

We are the Growers! Get Your Plants From the Source 
With Over 70 Years of Growing Experience!

Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
• Pansies (Flats & Hanging) • Daffodils 
• Hyacinths • Hydrangeas 
• Easter Lilies • Asiatic Lilies • 10” Hanging

Vegetable Plants arriving soon! 
Lettuce, Kale, Cabbage, 

Cauliflower & more

❚ COMMUNITY 

BELCHERTOWN – Do you need 
more garden space, fertile soil, or more 
sunshine? Want to raise your own 
chemical-free vegetables? Joining the 
Belchertown Community Garden is the 
answer.

Individual, fully prepared, 300-square-
foot garden plots are available to all 
Belchertown residents and gardeners from 
surrounding areas at beautiful Lampson 
Brook Farm located at 275 Jackson St. 

Belchertown residents can obtain a plot 
for $30 (non-residents $35) for the season 
(mid-May through October). Several plots 
will be made available to SNAP benefit 
recipients for only $15 each. 

The garden fee includes compost for use 
in your plot, shared tools in a well-orga-
nized tool shed, convenient access to water 
and parking. The companionship and wis-
dom of your gardening neighbors are free. 

The garden is a community effort where 
each member also contributes a few hours 

of their time during the season to set-
ting up, maintaining, and cleaning up the 
common areas, such as the shared flower 
and herb gardens, or donating time to our 
plot dedicated to growing for local food 
pantries. Join for yourself or purchase a 
Community Garden plot as a gift for your 
favorite gardener. 

A limited number of plots are avail-
able—so don’t delay.

The Belchertown Community Garden is 
a program of the New England Small Farm 
Institute which leases the rich farmland of 
the former Belchertown State School from 
the state. All gardeners, beginner or experi-
enced, are welcome. 

Depending on weather and soil condi-
tions, the garden will be open from May 
through October. To receive a 2024 reg-
istration form, email BCGardenNews@
gmail.com. 

Completed applications must be received 
by April 12.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Belchertown Community Garden at Lampson Brook Farm has plots available for residents and 
gardeners. Applications are due by April 12.

Belchertown Community Garden 
accepting registration for 2024 season

BELCHERTOWN – The Jabish Brook 
Middle School bands will be sharing 
some of their spring con-
cert with memories of 
Lloyd Armstrong.  

Lloyd was, for many 
years, a staple in this 
c o m m u n i t y ’s  m u s i c 
scene. He had so much to 
offer, whether it be with 
the community band, his 
own jazz ensembles, the 
shakuhachi “scene,” band 
director, private music 
lessons, or his extensive 
work with the music pro-
grams in our school sys-
tem. 

Lloyd was endless in 
his devotion to music. 
Whether it be teaching a beginner their 
first notes, or sharing the benefits of his 
extensive computer knowledge, his assis-
tance and work habits were truly amazing.  

For many, Lloyd made this town a bet-
ter place to live.

Please come to this year’s Jabish Brook 
Middle School band concert to be held at 
the Belchertown High School auditorium 

on Tuesday, March 26 beginning at 7 p.m.  
The students have been working very 

hard on their own music, 
as well as on a short piece 
that has been commis-
sioned for Lloyd to be 
included in the evening’s 
performance. 

The piece was in part 
due to the generosity of 
the Belchertown Music 
Association (BBB), who 
helped commission this 
piece. The composer is 
Belchertown High School 
graduate Will Schmidt 
who graduated in 2014 
and had Lloyd Armstrong 
as his middle school band 
teacher.

Admission is free, but a voluntary 
donation will be sought to assist with 
the scholarship that has been set up in 
Lloyd’s memory.

If you are interested in playing with the 
eighth grade band on this very accessible 
piece, please email band director Corrie 
Smith at csmith@belchertownps.org for 
seating/music purposes.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Jabish Brook Middle School 
bands will honor the memory of 
Lloyd Armstrong at their spring con-
cert on Tuesday, March 26 at 7 p.m.

JBMS bands and community 
remember Lloyd Armstrong

4C-AC Meet & Greet 
scheduled for April 7 

BELCHERTOWN – Local animal 
activists Denise Tetrault and Steve Baer 
who both formed the Belchertown based 
group 4 County - Animal Citizenry invite 
the Belchertown community and oth-
ers to attend a Meet & Greet at Pulse 
Restaurant in Hadley on April 7 at 11 
a.m. 

Pulse Restaurant is a vegan restaurant 
that is wheelchair accessible and gender 
friendly. 

Meals may be purchased directly from 
Pulse Restaurant. The purchase of a meal 
is not necessary for the Meet & Greet. 

To assist people who are not familiar 
with 4C-AC people, a placard with the 
name “4 County Animal Citizenry” will 
be on the table.

The purpose of the Meet & Greet is to 
hear from the people of the four coun-
ty community who are concerned about 
animals. 4C-AC hope you share your sto-
ries, talk about addressing animal issues, 
and allow 4C-AC to help provide insight 
into how animal issues affect daily per-
spectives between people of all gender 
orientations, skin pigmentations, levels of 
privilege.  

According to a press release, 4C-AC 
sprouted up when Belchertown native 
Denise Tetrault realized that she and 
Steve Baer, a fairly recent Belchertown 
resident, both wanted to bring peo-
ple together to address matters of local, 
national and global importance – that 
being protecting animals, people, and the 
environment.

“People have most often been making 
choices that are the product of trivial-
ized forms of physical violence, coercive 
advertising, and reaction to some pressing 
emotional injuries. People are animals, 
inseparable from the Earth, just like other 
forms of life on this planet. The violence 
we cause and allow to happen to ani-
mals, including our own species, becomes 
ingrained and acted out. Then it is passed 
down and re-enacted for generations,” 
4C-AC stated in a press release. “The 
destructive choices people make, no mat-
ter how they are attempted to be ignored, 
affect our relationship with other humans, 
with animals, and with the environment 
- either directly or indirectly…the toll it 
takes is global. But each person doesn’t 
have to perpetuate the abuses caused by 
generations of destructive choices.”

Tetrault and Baer want to encourage 
people to become aware and take action 
to help themselves, people, animals, and 
the planet. As moderators of the Meet & 
Greet, they will bring with them years of 
experience in animal advocacy, social jus-
tice, and environmental awareness.

“Progress is slow when it comes to 
causes of justice, but it does eventually 
happen,” said Baer. 

“In Belchertown,” said Tetrault. “What 
we do here helps shape what happens 
worldwide” – a spin-off from the phrase 
‘Think globally - Act locally’ originally 
coined by 1915 Scottish conservationist 
Patrick Geddes. 

People who are interested in attending 
this Meet & Greet of 4C-AC, but who 
cannot make it on April 7 at 11 a.m., are 
welcome to contact Tetrault by email at 
dmtetrault101@yahoo.com or Baer by 
email at baerwolf@hotmail.com.    

Residents center in on animals

downs, but I believe you’ve had the best 
interest of Belchertown at heart your entire 
career,” Boscher said.

Annual Town Election
The Annual Town Election will be on 

May 20 in the Belchertown High School 
gym from 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Nomination papers are now available, in 
the Town Clerk’s Office for Town Election. 

Open positions include:
• Board of Assessors - one position with 

a three-year term
• Board of Health - one position with a 

three-year term
• Housing Authority - two positions with 

three-year terms
• Planning Board - one position with a 

five-year term
• School Committee - two positions with 

three-year terms
• Select Board - two positions with three-

year terms
• Town Clerk - one position with a three-

year term
Voter registration deadline for this Town 

Election is May 3. 
In person voter registration deadline is 5 

p.m. and online deadline is 11:59 p.m. on 
www.registertovotema.com.

Early in-person voting will be held 
at Town Hall, 2 Jabish St., from May 8 
through 14 with the following hours:

May 8, 9, 10, 13 and 14 from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m.

May 15 from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
To apply for an absentee or vote by 

mail ballot application, go to https://www.
belchertown.org/clerk/.

NEW FACES from page 1
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Jeffrey Michael Lucey
March 18, 1981 - June 22, 2004

♥  Love Mom, Dad and family
“You can shed tears that he is gone or you can smile because he has lived”

– David Harkins

How is it possible twenty years have passed 
since we last gathered to celebrate your birthday?

How could we know that it would be the last time?  
The pain and darkness that followed you home from Iraq 

already at work insuring you would not see your 24th birthday. 
We remain grateful that the passage of the years has not faded the memories, 

the moments in time, that we will always treasure. 
For one brief moment you were here with us and life was good.  

With joy we remember you….
the boy, the teen and the young man with his dreams.

Always in our hearts…..
Sending hugs and peace to you beyond the stars.

Shine Bright Jeffrey!

“Remember the Love, 
Celebrate the Life, 
Share the Journey”

-  Taps 

Remembering 

❚ COMMUNITY 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Belchertown resident Mike Hoffman has competed 
in 12 triathlons. 

Cold Plunge ‘Try-Ath-Alon’ starts April 9
BELCHERTOWN – Come join the Cold 

Plunge Try-Ath-Alon for a uniquely fun and 
fulfilling truly local fitness adventure. 

Starting April 9 and held twice weekly for 
seven weeks through May 23, on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, participants will sample the 
bits and pieces that comprise the triathlon.

Participants will start with the waters - 
and swimming.  Then they will head to the 
air - and biking and lastly, they will finish 
with the ground - run/walk.  

In between, they will practice car-
dio, flexibility, strength and technique in 
self-competition and shared community. 
This experience is for beginners, those new 
to the sport - or those who enjoy getting into 
better shape/condition for the spring/sum-
mer season ahead. 

Creator and cheerleader of this special 
Belchertown course is Mike Hoffman.  

Hoffman and his family are relatively 
new residents to Belchertown, and he is an 
experienced “elder athlete” at 66. He was a 
college athlete (volleyball), amateur athlete 
(tennis, aikido) and practitioner of yoga, tai-
chi and interval training. 

Hoffman has competed in over 12 triath-
lons in the East and West. He has already 
introduced a parent/child aikido course to 
Belchertown and is currently a participant in 
the 5-Colleges Learning in Retirement and 
BrainFogKeto Program.

Cold Plunge Try-Ath-Alon’s organizers 
believe the triathlon is new to town. At the 
same time, very few towns are ideally suit-
ed. 

Belchertown has lakes and pools, infinite-
ly long bike paths and stunning running 
trails, along with the safety and support of 
the town’s recreation leadership.

Cold Plunge Try-Ath-Alon stresses safe-
ty, preparedness, awareness and personal 
challenge. Participants will only compete 
with themselves.  

In this small community, participants sup-
port each other in harmony - new and old 
friends together.   

“My vision - may we one day host our 
own Triathlon,” Hoffman said in a press 
release. “We begin with conditioning -car-
dio and flexibility-and technique. You set 
your goals, or I assist with the process.”

Details of times and venues, along 
with how to sign up are on the Town 
of  Belchertown Programs websi te , 
Belchertown.org. Or contact Linda Racicot 
by email at Lracicot@belchertown.org.

Mike Hoffman will lead the Cold Plunge Try-
Ath-Alon program starting April 9 and running 
through May 23. 

Backyard chicken 
keeping and seed 
swap event

BELCHERTOWN – The Bel-
chertown Agricultural Commission is 
pleased to present its annual Backyard 
Chicken-keeping and Gardening event 
on April 6 from 1-3 p.m. at the Town 
Hall Auditorium at 2 Jabish St.

The commission will have Lindsay 
Baird of Oak and Ash Farm tabling at 
this event for informal conversations 
and questions about keeping chick-
ens.  It will also have Edna Colcord 
from Western Mass Master Gardener’s 
Association presenting on the topic of 
seed saving. 

The commission will also have a 
seed swap table, so bring some extra 
seeds to trade. Come join them and 
benefit from the expertise of your com-
munity.

Vendors wanted 
for Relay for Life 
craft/vendor fair

BELCHERTOWN – Crafters and 
vendors are sought for the American 
Cancer Society, Quaboag Relay for 
Life’s 3rd Annual Spring Craft/Vendor 
Fair to be held on Saturday, June 8 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on the Common, 
Routes 9 and 202.

All proceeds from the fair will bene-
fit the American Cancer Society, Relay 
for Life. 

For crafter/vendor selling informa-
tion, please contact Vicki McAndrew 
by email at sv_jewelry@charter.net. 

Sentinel. Increased costs for health insur-
ance as well as increases in tuition for stu-
dents enrolling in school choice and other 
out-of-district programs also increased the 
burden for the schools.

Cameron’s proposed budget primarily 
accounted for these increases by calling 
for a reduction in district staff. This would 
include the elimination of 10 teaching 
positions and 7.5 FTE support staff posi-
tions; presentation materials indicate that 
three of the 10 teaching positions eliminat-
ed would be accounted for by a retirement 
and two reassignments. 

An additional teaching position was pro-
posed to be reduced from 1.0 to 0.4 FTE.

Cameron said that the likely impacts of 
these reductions would include larger class 
sizes, the elimination of the least popu-

lar elective offerings and the increased 
probability of students facing scheduling 
conflicts for desired courses. Minimum 
student-teacher ratios could be expected to 
increase to around 17 students per teacher 
at Jabish Brook Middle School and the 
High School, up from around 14, he said.

Despite the elimination of these posi-
tions, Cameron highlighted that the dis-
trict would be still responsible for the cost 
of unemployment benefits for eliminat-
ed staff that did not obtain new positions 
elsewhere. The proposed budget allocates 
$105,351 for unemployment, though given 
the uncertainties around the job market, 
Cameron expressed his concern that “we’re 
still not sure if that’s going to be enough.”

A potential increase in athletic fees for 
district students was also raised as a poten-
tial means of offsetting budget shortfalls.

Cameron did point out that a green light 
for the new Jabish Brook school building 
project could help to alleviate some of 
these budget concerns moving forward. “If 
we get it, it will take some of these issues 
off the table,” he said. 

He added that one of the major effects of 

the project would be the reduction in costs 
associated with the corresponding clo-
sure of Cold Spring School, though board 
members also voiced uncertainty about the 
future of that building as a separate issue 
to be resolved by the town.

In connection with the school dis-
trict’s budget, Town Administrator Steve 
Williams said during the meeting that the 
town’s budget, which is slated to be pre-
sented later this month with an expect-
ed increase of about 1.3%, was one that 
“we’re prepared to work with,” but added 
that “there’s still a few unknowns” with 
regards to the state’s budget on Beacon 
Hill. 

Williams emphasized the importance 
of the Select Board’s April 1 meeting, in 
which state Rep. Aaron Saunders and state 
Sen. Jake Oliveira are expected to be pres-
ent to hear from the town about the state’s 
budget.

A public hearing is set for April 10 in 
the Chestnut Hill Community School audi-
torium to further discuss and hear from 
the community about the school district’s 
budget

BUDGET from page 1Women’s Club Fashion 
Show Luncheon is April 25

WILBRAHAM – A Fashion Show 
Luncheon featuring CHICO’S is being 
sponsored by the Wilbraham Women’s 
Club, Thursday, April 25, at the St. Cecilia 
Parish Center, 42 Main St.

The event begins with a social hour at 
11:30 a.m. followed by lunch served at 
noon. The meal choices are chicken fran-
caise or salmon with dill sauce.  

The $35 donation for the luncheon helps 
to pay for the club’s scholarships and com-
munity service projects. In addition, there 
will be raffle for many prizes.  

For reservations please contact Norma 
Bandarra by calling 413-596-8173 by 
April 17. 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Specials March 20–26
Grade A Large White Eggs   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2.99 doz.

Driscoll Strawberries 1 lb. pack  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Fresh Green Asparagus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99 lb.

Yellow & Zucchini Squash    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.49 lb. 
Brussels Sprouts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99 lb. 

Fresh Green Beans   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99 lb

Golden Ripe Pineapples Extra Large  $3.99 ea.

Golden Lemons Extra Large  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 for $3
Locally Grown
Yukon Gold Potatoes 5 lb. bag   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Boars Head
Black Forest Smoked Turkey   .  .  .  .$12.99 lb.

Boars Head
Monterey Jack Cheese   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $7.99 lb.

Pretty Smiling
Pansies & Violas

Bunny Pots 
Bursting With Pansies

Gluten Free Foods
FRESH & FROZEN
Pies, Desserts, 

Cupcakes & Cookies

From Randall’s Easter Kitchen
Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties

Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & Cream Pies
Cider Donuts • Fresh Fruit Salad

BOARS HEAD BONELESS 
SWEET SLICE HAM
Whole Halves $6.99 lb. 

through March 30

Fill Your Easter Basket
TEMPTING ASSORTMENT 

OF EASTER CANDY
Chocolate Bunnies Milk & Dark

Gourmet Jelly Beans
Vermont “Nut Free” 

& “No Whey”
Chocolate and Candy

Place Your Easter Pre-Orders 
By March 28th
For Pick Up March 30th

CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

Beautiful White Easter LiliesBeautiful White Easter Lilies
Tricolor Easter Egg MumsTricolor Easter Egg Mums

Dreamy Blue & Pink HydrangeasDreamy Blue & Pink Hydrangeas

Blue Seal, Janik & Boar’s Head Kielbasa

“Hop Into The Greenhouse”
Beautiful Blooming Spring Bulbs
Colorful Tulips, 
Sunny Daffodils
Fragrant Hyacinth
    2 for $17
     $9.99 each 6-inch pots

JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

QAA’s 2024 
Spring Group 
Exhibit open 
through May 6

SPRINGFIELD – The Quabbin 
Art Association of Belchertown 
opened their 2024 Spring Group 
Exhibit at the Baystate Medical 
Center – Daly Building, 759 
Chestnut St.

The show features the works of 
more than a dozen members includ-
ing watercolor, oil, acrylic, pen-
cil, and photography. The exhibit is 
available for viewing during regular 
business hours. 

Many pieces are for sale directly 
from the artists. SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Quabbin Art Association will display the 2024 Spring Group Exhibit at Baystate Medical 
Center – Daly Building, 759 Chestnut St., Springfield through May 6.

❚ COMMUNITY 

get expenditures. 
He is also in charge of the capital 

improvement and operational budget. 
Select Board member Ed Boscher 

said he wanted to highlight the capital 
improvement budget.

“We’ve been talking about that for 
years,” Boscher said. “As part of the 
free cash policy we adopted last sum-
mer as we have $187,000, which is 
not even a dent of what’s needed, but 
it’s a start. It’s encouraging.”

Wi l l i ams  sa id  the  F inance 
Committee has been supportive of the 
capital plan. 

“I refer to it as an inventory because 
I feel a plan should include a funding 
source to move things forward,” he 
said. “That’s the part that is missing, 
is identifying the funding source.”

Boscher said one distinct difference 
in the budget process is “all boards 
officers and committees of the town, 
including the school committee 
shall furnish all relevant information 
and possessions submit to the town 

manager…a detailed assessment of 
appropriations required and available 
funds.”

Williams talked about his role is 
to keep the Select Board’s commu-
nication “flying in both directions,” 
authority over the jurisdiction on use 
of all town facilities and property and 
serve as chief procurement officer. 

Williams will also need to appoint 
a temporary manager should he be 
away.

“I need to make sure all general 
laws and bylaws are adhered to,” he 
said.

Select Board member Jen Turner 
asked about the Department of Labor 
Services recommendation to look at 
the personnel bylaws. 

“Are we looking to do 
anything more besides 
what we’re looking to 
change?” Turner said.

Williams said the 
H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s 
Department and labor 
council are looking at 
the documents and he 

doesn’t have a full list of changes yet.
Select Board member Ron Aponte 

said the Personnel Board may slow 
the process of getting the changes 
down. 

Select Board member Peg Louraine 
said she believed the process to be 
redundant.

“If we can improve the capabilities, 
we could try to push this onto this 
year’s meeting,” Turner said. 

Williams said they’re a little behind 
because they thought the state would 
pass the legislation for the town man-
ager position sooner. 

WILLIAMS from page 1

Thursday, March 21
• 8 a.m. – Select Board – March 18 

meeting
• 10 a.m. – Community Preservation 

Committee – March 19 meeting
• 7 p.m. – Energy and Sustainability 

Committee – Channel 192
• 7 p.m. – Select Board – March 18
• 9 p.m. – Community Preservation 

Committee – March 19 meeting

Friday, March 22
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman

Saturday, March 23
• 8 a.m. – Lost Towns of the Swift 

River 
• 7 p.m. – Lost Towns of the Swift 

River

Sunday, March 24
• 4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Roman 

Catholic Church
• 6 p.m. – Christ Community Church
• 7 p.m. – Hope United Methodist 

Church
• 8:30 p.m. – BVJ – How to Run for 

Public Office

Monday, March 25
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 7 p.m. – Conservation Commission 

– Channel 192

Tuesday, March 26
• 8 a.m. – CHCS School Garden
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 7 p.m. – Conservation Commission 

– Channel 192

Wednesday, March 27
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman

Belchertown Community TV Schedule Highlights
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Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or 
more out from the election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and uncontested races 
are asked to submit their statements to the edi-
tor to include only biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of candidacy inside the 
four weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising representatives. 

We also do not allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political parties in state-
ments of candidacy, nor do we publish for free 
any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 
words from supporters endorsing specific candi-
dates or discussing campaign issues are limited 
to three total per author during the election 
season. No election letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. We reserve the 
right to edit all statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

Letter to the Editor,

We have followed the news in Israel and 
Gaza for six painful months.  

It is horrific to see the harm and devasta-
tion, the cruelty that has been happening as 
we watch safely from here. More and more 
local towns – Northampton, then Amherst, 
now Greenfield, and Easthampton appears 
to be next, are turning their broken hearts 

into statements for peace and healing in 
that region. 

For a permanent ceasefire.  For no more 
weapons from the United States. Enough 
pain.  

Can Belchertown be next?  Let’s do it!

Dorothy Cresswell
Belchertown

To the Editor:

The good news is that you are still alive! 
You did not die in the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. So far.

The bad news is that the pandemic is not 
over. In 2024 alone, over 15,000 Americans 
have died from COVID. 

You do not want to be included in next 

month’s statistics.
Get your COVID vaccine or booster; it 

could save your life. Even if you do sur-
vive, it reduces your chances for debilitat-
ing Long COVID. 

You have a choice. Choose to live!

Ken Elstein, Member
Belchertown Board of Health

Resident wants town to make statement of peace

Choose to live – get vaccinated

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Thank goodness for 
the ‘happy plant’ 

It was a bad night and the next day didn’t start out 
much better.  

I had heard that the days prior to delivery can be a bit 
uneasy for a soon-to-be-mother (and therefore for her 
spouse!), now I know it to be true.  Luckily, even before 
my husband came home from work, the smile he is 
accustomed to had returned to my face.  

My grin grew even bigger, however, when I greeted 
him at the door and found he had a pot of gerber daisies 
in his hand. Years ago, I deemed this particular potted 
plant “the happy plant.”  

For me it is next to impossible to look at its brightly 
colored flowers and remain in a bad mood.  If you feel 
the same way but have never had any luck growing the 
gerber daisy, read on to learn just what cultural require-
ments are necessary to keep it happy. 

The gerber daisy was discovered by Robert Jameson 
in the early 1880s near the gold fields of Barberton, in 
the Transvaal region of South Africa. The most popular 
species, the one which we will concentrate on today, 
bears his name, Gerbera jamesonii. 

The Barberton daisy, the Transvaal daisy, and the 
African daisy are all common names for the plant that 
relate back to its place of origin.

Not long after its discovery, breeding began on 
the gerber daisy in England, eventually resulting in 
improved quality and enhanced color variations. Today, 
the Netherlands and Columbia are the primary producers 
of gerbers in cut flower form.  

In the floral trade, it ranks an impressive fifth in pop-
ularity, behind the rose, carnation, chrysanthemum and 
tulip. 

A Fiskdale couple reported seeing an 
American woodcock in their large 
field. 

They said, “On Saturday, March 9 we 
heard the first woodcocks of the season. So 
happy to have them back.”

The woodcock has an extremely long 
bill, a short neck, a dark back and buff 

breast. Its feathers blend into the leaf litter. 
The long bill allows the bird to probe into 
the earth and it can open its beak below the 
surface to grab prey. 

It can eat its weight in earthworms with-
in 24 hours. It also easts insects and seeds. 
Woodcocks inhabit woods and thickets bor-
dered by open areas. 

Both sexes make a “peeent” call. In 
spring, woodcocks display in open fields. 
The male rises in the air in wide circles. 
When he reaches about 50 feet about the 
ground his wings start to make a twittering 
sound. At about 200 to 300 feet the twitter-
ing stops. 

He give a canary-like flight song and 
begins a zig zag descent. 

Several males may display in the same 
field. Woodcocks are polygamous. Females 
are attracted to the area and mate with the 
males. Males continue to display after mat-
ing and may mate with other females. 

After mating, the females raise their 
brood alone. The nest is a scraped depres-
sion in the ground lined with twigs or grass 
and placed within 100 to 200 yards of the 
male’s display ground. The female lays four 

How do survivor benefits 
work for a married couple?

 
Dear Rusty:
How does Social Security handle the death of one 

spouse? Say, for example, the husband receives $2,000 
per month in Social Security and his wife receives $1,000 
per month. How is the death of either spouse handled? 

Signed: Concerned spouse 
 
Dear Concerned:
Benefits to a deceased beneficiary stop as soon as 

Social Security is notified of the death (notification usu-
ally done by the funeral director who handles arrange-
ments). Benefits are not paid for the month of death, only 
for the preceding month when the beneficiary was alive 
for the entire month.  

A surviving spouse is entitled to the higher of two ben-
efits, their own personally earned SS retirement benefit 
or an amount based on the deceased spouse’s benefit at 
death. In the example you cite, and assuming the surviv-
ing spouse has reached Full Retirement Age: if the hus-
band dies first the wife will receive the husband’s $2,000 
monthly benefit instead of her previous $1,000 amount. 

But if the wife died first, the husband would continue 
receiving only his $2,000 monthly amount because that is 
more than his deceased wife was receiving. Note in either 
case, the surviving spouse would be entitled to a one-
time lump sum “death benefit” of $255. 

The surviving spouse would need to contact Social 
Security to claim the “death benefit” and unless the sur-
viving spouse was previously receiving only a spousal 
benefit also to claim the higher monthly amount, if eligi-
ble. If the surviving spouse was previously receiving only 
a spousal benefit from the deceased and not entitled to 
SS retirement benefits on their own, then Social Security 
would automatically award their higher survivor amount 
when notified of the death. 

If a surviving spouse has reached full retirement age 
somewhere between 66 and 67 depending on year of 
birth and is eligible for a survivor benefit, the amount 
of the survivor benefit will be 100% of the deceased 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Please see GARDEN, page 10

PHOTO BY KEITH RAMOS/USFWS
American woodcock

Please see SSI, page 10

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see BACKYARD, page 10
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BELCHERTOWN WATER DISTRICT
P. O. Box  801, Belchertown, MA  01007 • (413)-323-6987

The 2023 Belchertown Water District Consumer Confidence Report 
is available by mail by calling (413) 323-6987.

It is available online on the District website 
www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org 

under “Reports” 
 Direct URL: 

Https://www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org/
Forms/ccrreport2023.bwd.pdf

This water quality report is also available at the 
Belchertown Selectman’s office, 

the Belchertown Public Library, as well as 
Belchertown Water District office located at 206 Jabish Street. 

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

board’s discussions that Tier 2 batteries 
would have a requirement to be connected 
to an on-site generator, rather than allow-
ing standalone batteries of that size to be 
installed.

Tier 3 batteries would be any that had 
capacities in excess of 10 MWh. Board 
member Elizabeth Pols said during the 
meeting that a battery of this size would 
typically be located directly adjacent to a 

substation.
Town Planner Doug Albertson said that 

the proposals around battery storage were 
modeled after language from the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission, with adjust-
ments made to conform to the town’s own 
bylaw format.

Throughout the meeting, concerns were 
discussed around the safety and emergency 
response aspects of battery storage, partic-
ularly with regard to any potential Tier 3 
batteries that would be installed in town.

Hofler raised the question of whether 
or not Tier 3 should include a maximum 
capacity, while Pols said she worried that 
“Belchertown is not properly set up to be a 
Tier 3 place.” 

Board Clerk Justin Rosienski said 
he would want to hear from the town’s 
Fire Chief on what would be the larg-
est battery-related emergency the Fire 
Department would be able to handle. This 
sentiment was echoed by multiple mem-
bers of the board throughout the meet-

ing, and Albertson confirmed that the Fire 
Department had already expressed an inter-
est in reviewing the proposed bylaw.

Any existing batteries that would fall 
under Tier 1 regulations would be grandfa-
thered in should the new bylaw pass Town 
Meeting, the board said. Currently, no Tier 
2 or 3 batteries have been constructed in 
town, nor has any express interest in one 
been raised to the board, with solar fields 
in town feeding directly into the power grid 
without on-site battery storage.

SOLAR from page 1

Therapy pets boost 
literacy at Clapp library
BY RYAN DRAGO
Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

Paws to Read is a fun activity where 
children can read to pets such as dogs and 
bunnies, and their owners. These pets and 
their owners visit the library and volunteer 
their time to help young readers.

The Clapp Memorial Library provides 
a relaxed and stress-free environment for 
children to enjoy the company of pets and 
the joy of reading. Research indicates that 
under these reading conditions, children’s 
heart rates slow down, resulting in a state 
of calmness that leads to greater reading 
success.

According to Subst i tute Library 
Technician Judy Schmidt, the biggest ben-
efit children get out of reading with dogs 
is an increased confidence in their reading, 
which can help them in school. The dogs 
also enjoy being able to socialize.

“Kids begin to enjoy reading instead of 
thinking it’s a chore,” Schmidt said. 

The children who participate in Paws to 
Read are in grades from first through sixth. 

In 2023, Schmidt first experienced Paws 
to Read and knows how impactful it is on 
children who have early literacy experi-
ence. 

“Reading can be fun for everyone,” 
Schmidt said. 

Paws to Read is offered nationwide, and 
not only aims to improve reading skills 
and enjoy reading, but helps children gain 
a sense of pride, get more involved with 
positive activities and find more use in their 
local libraries. 

Alongside Schmidt, Children’s Librarian 

Jennifer Whitehead had witnessed an 
amazing difference in reading advancement 
for children who experience the Paws to 
Read program. Clapp Memorial Library 
has hosted this program for 25 years and is 
made possible by volunteers and certified 
therapy dogs. 

One organization known for assisting 
in providing services such as Paws to 
Read is Bright Spot therapy Dogs, Inc. 
Bright Spot’s mission is to encourage vol-
unteer teams to share the benefits of the 
human-canine bond with those who need 
it most. 

“We are thankful for the volunteers and 
their pets,” Whitehead said. She said they 
are “always looking for more people to 
bring their pets.”

Bright Spot Therapy Dogs has trained 
over 700 therapy dog teams, and has more 
than 300 healthcare, educational, and busi-
ness facilities throughout New England and 
beyond requesting the volunteer services of 
well-trained therapy dog teams.

Whitehead recalls the very first dog 
who attended the first Paws to Read at 
Clapp Memorial Library, a German shep-
herd. Throughout the years, breeds such as 
golden retrievers, poodles and mutts have 
served as therapy dogs and participate in 
Paws to Read. 

In the past, certified therapy rabbits 
would attend Paws to Read. In recent years, 
the most common dog breed to visit young 
readers at the event are corgis. Around 20 
children attend every week to read with the 
volunteers and their pets. 

According to Schmidt and Whitehead 
parents appreciate the service Paws to Read 
provides and the kids enjoy the program as 
well. 

To learn more about Paws to Read, reach 
out to the Clapp Memorial Library at 413-
323-0417. 

Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The
Sentinel

Paws to Read
BELCHERTOWN – The Stone House 

Museum’s opening day is Saturday, May 
11, and “The Old Bag Sale” will be there.  

The museum needs your help to make 
this event a big success.  They are col-
lecting gently used bags, pocketbooks, 
wallets, computer bags, backpacks, etc. 
(please no suitcases).

Now is the time to clean out your clos-
ets and donate – and tell your friends and 
family to donate as well.

Donation bins have been placed in 
several locations around town includ-

ing Easthampton Savings Bank, the 
Senior Center, Clapp Memorial Library, 
Town Hall lobby, Ransaka Gift Shop, 
Swift River Gift Shop, Making Waves 
Salon, Looks To Kill Salon, Station Five 
Salon, Tina Marie’s Hair and Boutique, 
Dynamic Do’s Salon and Bell and Hudson 
Insurance Agency.  Donation bins have 
also been placed in Granby at the Free 
Public Library and at the Senior Center.

Bags will be collected through March 
and April, and the last day to donate will 
be May 1.

❚ COMMUNITY 

‘The Old Bag Sale’ is back to 
benefit the Stone House Museum

BELCHERTOWN – The Friends of the 
Belchertown Fair are kicking off the annu-
al poster contest. 

The theme of the 165th Fair is “Barn in 
the USA” Selected artwork will be used 
on posters advertising this year’s fair. 

Anyone 18 years and younger is wel-
come to enter. Entries should be submit-
ted on an 8 ½ by 11 inch sheet of paper 
and artwork must include the following 
information: “165th Belchertown Fair”, 
“Barn in the USA” and “September 20-22, 
2024.”  On the back of the poster, please 

include: name, address, phone number, 
age, grade level, and if applicable your 
school or organization.

Deadline for submission is April 28. 
Entries can be mailed to: Friends of the 
Belchertown Fair, Inc., 18 Wilson Road, 
Belchertown MA 01007 and become the 
property of Friends of the Belchertown 
Fair. 

Winners will receive a cash prize, a 
wristband for Friday night, and a copy of 
their poster. For questions, please email 
friendsofbtownfair@gmail.com.

Belchertown Fair poster contest announced

BELCHERTOWN – Hop over to 
Christ Community Church, 1255 Federal 
St., on March 23 from 10-11:30 a.m. for 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt.

This is a free event for the community 
and registration opens at 10 a.m. There 
will be several egg hunts based on age 
group (up to the age of 10).

In addition to the egg hunt, there will 

also be arts and crafts, face painting, 
snacks and more. Complimentary Easter 
egg bags will be provided at registration 
(while supplies last).

The Easter Egg Hunt is for ages 10 and 
under. For more information, visit www.
gracefortheway.org or contact the church 
by emailing office@gracefortheway.org 
or calling 413-253-0292.

Church hosts annual Easter Egg Hunt on March 23
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Seasonal Laborer(s) 
Looking for summer employment? Like working outdoors and with your hands?  

The Belchertown Department of Public Works is looking to fill 2-3 temporary seasonal 
laborer positions working approximately 40 hours per week. Duties include using 
commercial grounds maintenance equipment (i.e. mowers, leaf blowers and vacs, string 
trimmers, brush and chainsaws, and basic hand tools). Must be able to engage in heavy 
physical labor on a regular and continuous basis, and capable of driving a pickup truck/
landscape trailer combination. If you are an enthusiastic individual looking to learn, 
we can help train you.Positions are temporary and non-benefited. 
Applicants must be at least 18 years of age, possess a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License 
and have a clean driving record. Job description and applications are available online at 
www.belchertown.org/human_resources. Applications will be accepted until the positions 
are filled. 

The Town of Belchertown is an EEO employer: 
we encourage women, minorities and veterans to apply.

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS

2024-2025
Hadley Public Schools – 

serving grades PK-12 is currently accepting 
School Choice Applications.

Applications can be found on
our website at www.hadleyschools.org

or call (413) 586-0822.  
The cut-off date for applications is April 17th.

Hadley Public Schools provides 
a safe and supportive environment that fosters 

cooperation, critical thinking, creativity, 
integrity, and a love of learning.

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of March 6 through March 12. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 396 calls police respond-
ed to, there were 18 incidents, six acci-
dents, seven arrests/summons and 38 cita-
tions.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

Friday, March 8
2:14 p.m. – Allison Olbrych, 24, of 114 

School St., Granby was arrested on charges 
of disturbing the peace. An officer respond-
ed to a North Main Street residence for 
a report of a past resident trying to gain 
entry to an apartment. It was reported a 
person was walking their dog in the area 
and saw a person knocking on the door 
of a residence. The person was contacted 
by the officer. They told the officer they 
stopped to see if any of their old belong-
ings were there and was advised not to 
return. Then another resident person came 
up to the door then the person started yell-
ing at another person in an open window. 

3:57 p.m. – A Belchertown resi-
dent was charged with domestic assault 
and battery and a summons was issued 
to a Belchertown resident for charges of 
domestic assault and battery.

Sunday, March 10
6:33 p.m. – A 33-year-old Springfield 

man was issued a summons for unlicensed 
operator of a motor vehicle and speeding. 
An officer doing traffic enforcement on 
Stebbins Street with a radar unit observed 
a vehicle southbound at 52 in a 35-mph 
zone. The officer stopped the vehicle and 
ran the driver’s license. It was determined 
it was suspended and confirmed with dis-
patch. A citation was given to the driver.

Tuesday, March 12
9:24 a.m. – A 55-year-old Belchertown 

man was charged with possession firearm 
with no FID and obstruction of justice. An 
officer responded to a residence to deliver 
209A then surrender their gun, ammo and 
firearms license. They told the officer they 
didn’t have any no more guns. The officer 
advised the person if they got knowledge 
the person was lying, they would be in 
violation of their 209A and then the officer 
gave the person time to get their person-
al belongings. The officer was then told 
about a gun that was registered in their 
name that they gave to a friend. The story 
changed multiple times, including that the 
friend didn’t know they had a gun at their 
residence. It was found the friend had no 
knowledge of this and the fun was in fact 
inside of a vehicle. The person was charged 
accordingly. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Thursday, March 7

3:19 a.m. – An officer did a wellbeing 
check at a residence. 

7:41 a.m. – An officer received a found 
credit card from someone who came to 
the station. The officer attempted to get 
information from the card but was unable 
to find any information. The card was 
destroyed. 

8:59 a.m. – An officer took a report of a 
harassment. A person was receiving emails 
and a person then reached out to a town 
entity to find more information on them. 
The matter is under investigation. 

10:09 a.m. – An officer responded with 
Belchertown Fire and paramedics for a 
report of a person having a mental health 
crisis. 

3:14 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident at the intersection of Keyes and 
River Street. A vehicle was merging from 
Keyes Street onto River Street was side 
swiped by a second vehicle traveling on 
River Street. The operator of the first vehi-
cle said they came to complete stop and 
didn’t see another vehicle on River Street. 
When they proceeded forward, a vehicle 
stopped and honked at them. The operator 
of the second vehicle continued honking. 
The operator of the second vehicle didn’t 
stop. They have yet to be identified. There 
were no tows and no injuries reported.  

5:16 p.m. – Police and Belchertown Fire 
and paramedics responded for a report of a 
juvenile having a mental health crisis. 

5:40 p.m. – An officer took a memory 
card from a resident who brought it into 
the station. It was found in the parking lot 
of a business. The card was placed into 
evidence. 

8:48 p.m. – An officer took a report of 
suspicious online activity about a resi-
dent’s business. The person was getting 
emails from company that they deleted and 
then got calls on the phone about the same 
subject, regarding a service they didn’t 
provide. The person then discovered their 
business listing on Google was modified 
to a different name and the address was 
the same. They were advised to contact 
Google to reclaim the Google listing and 
then advised to do check on their credit. 
They were told to contact the state to talk 
to them about fraud involving businesses. 

Thursday, March 7
10:30 p.m. – Belchertown Police 

working with the Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Anti-Crime Task Force made 
an arrest of a person charged with unli-
censed operator of a motor vehicle and 
three counts of a subsequent offense of 
possessions of class B drugs.

Friday, March 8 
6:11 p.m. – An officer responded to a 

George Hannum Road business for a report 
of an erratic operator. The reporting caller 
said they saw them swerving, throw a nip 
out of the car and pull out of a business. 
There were two people in the vehicle. The 
officer dispatched to the area and saw the 
vehicle at the intersection of Turkey Hill 
Road and State Street stopped with its haz-
ards on. The officer stopped and identified 

the operator who reported they ran out of 
gas and pushed the vehicle to the side of 
the road. Field sobriety tests were done, 
and they said they took medication and 
alcohol which caused them to drive poorly. 
The other person said they were going to 
get an Uber to go home. Based on actions 
an immediate threat form was filed, and the 
vehicle was towed from the scene. 

Saturday, March 9
11:07 a.m. – An officer took a report of 

identity fraud. Since December, the person 
had nine total fraud uses. They cancelled 
their cards but wanted the incident docu-
mented. 

Sunday, March 10
12:05 p.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident. A black sedan went off the 
roadway into the opposite lane and crashed 
into a tree. The operator was identified by 
police in the back of an ambulance being 
attended to. The vehicle crossed over the 
fog line then over a small creek down an 
embankment. The vehicle traveled about 
45 feet before coming to a stop. There was 
front right-side damage to the vehicle. The 
operator said they didn’t remember what 
was happened. The officer determined the 
person was an immediate and filed a form 
accordingly. The person was transported to 
the hospital. 

1:20 p.m. – An officer responded to a 
call reporting an intoxicated person caus-
ing a disturbance then ran into the woods. 
The calling person indicated there was an 
argument, the intoxicated person became 
agitated and ran into the woods. An officer 
was able to locate the person in a small 
pond. The person made an attempt to walk 
back from the pond but fell face-first into 
the water instead. The officer assisted the 
person out of the water and up the hill. 
It was determined the person was highly 
intoxicated and very cold. They were trans-
ported to the hospital. 

Monday, March 11
7:52 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on North Main Street. A vehicle 
was rear ended at the traffic light on North 
Main Street. There was a scratch to the sec-
ond vehicle, but both vehicles were able to 
be driven from the scene. No injuries were 
reported. 

1:23 p.m. – An officer took a report of 
a stolen identity. A scammer was using a 
person’s identity and Social Security num-
ber, causing the person to be ineligible for 
benefits they were getting. 

2:41 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on South Liberty Street. A vehicle 
traveling south on South Liberty Street 
when a trash can blew into the roadway 
in front of a vehicle into the lane of trav-
el. The operator didn’t have time to see 
trash can and struck. There was front end 
damage to the front and passenger quarter 
panel. There were no injuries and no tows 
needed. 

6:55 p.m. – An officer responded got a 
call from a Brandywine resident reporting 
damage to their lawn from the night before. 
An unknown vehicle drove onto the lawn 
left of the driveway leaving tire marks. 

There was significant damage to the lawn 
due to recent rain. The resident report-
ed they got a notification that a vehicle 
pulled into the driveway to make a deliv-
ery. Following the delivery, the operator 
pulled the vehicle onto the lawn. The res-
ident reported they saw a bottle get tossed 
from the driver’s side window. Photos were 
taken and the matter is under investigation. 

8:51 p.m. – Belchertown Police assisted 
Belchertown Fire and paramedics respond 
to a residence for a report of a juvenile 
having a mental health crisis. 

Tuesday, March 12
6:52 a.m. – Officers responded to assist 

Belchertown Fire and paramedics. 
8:44 a.m. – An officer served a person 

with a restraining order. 
2:55 p.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on South Main Street. A vehicle 
was waiting to turn left into parking lot mv 
didn’t stop and rear ended the first vehicle 
the operator of the first vehicle was trans-
ported. The vehicle was towed from the 
scene. 

9:42 p.m. – An officer got a call about 
an accident. A white SUV struck a rock 
wall on South Washington Street. The vehi-
cle pulled out of a driveway then struck a 
mailbox and rock wall, backed up and con-
tinued south on North Liberty Street. The 
homeowner left in search of the vehicle 
and hadn’t returned home when the officer 
arrived. The person was able to get video 
from their Ring doorbell footage. The vehi-
cle has yet to be identified.  

Granby PoliceLog
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 175 calls for 
the week of March 8 through March 14. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Friday, March 8
1:27 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a 
high rate of speed. Radar confirmed that 
the vehicle was traveling at 58 mph in 35 
mph zone. The vehicle was stopped and it 
was discovered that the operator had a sus-
pended Massachusetts driver’s license. the 
operator was issued a criminal citation for 
operating with a suspended driver’s license 
and speeding.

6:59 a.m. – A motorist reported a single 
vehicle rollover accident. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. One person was trans-
ported to the hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries. 

10:13 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
performed a random license plate query 
and discovered that the vehicles registra-
tion had been revoked to due to no insur-
ance. The vehicle was stopped and the 
operator was issued a criminal citation for 
operating with a revoked registration and 
no insurance.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 

Please see POLICE, page 10
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END ........

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
WHOLE HAM ..........................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 
3/21/24-3/27/24

$244

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDDABALL 
WHOLE SMOKED 
PIT HAM .............................

$369

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK ...............

USDA INSP. 

KINGFISH STEAKS w/ 
HEAD OR TAIL ........................
USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

HADDOCK FILLETS .................

$4999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CLEANED 
CONCH MEAT 5 LB BOX ..................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
HONEY HAM 3 LB AVERAGE ....

$199
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$599

49¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WILD CAUGHT 
SALMON FILLETS 1 LB BAG ......... lb

$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPER, 
BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK 1 LB .............99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...................$129

USDA INSP.
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

EASTER HAMS

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$499
lb

$555
lb

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

❚ GRANBY 

GRANBY – Any person interested in 
seeking elected office in Granby must take 
out nomination papers from the town clerk 
no later than Thursday, March 28 to be 
placed on the Monday, May 20 ballot. 

Candidates must collect signatures of 
30 or more registered voters and return 
the nomination papers to the Town Clerk’s 
office by Monday, April 1.  

Office vacancies for the May 20 Annual 
Town Election include: 
• Select Board – one for three years
• Board of Assessors – one for three years
• Board of Health – one for three years
• Moderator – one for three years
• Town Collector – one for three years
• Treasurer – one for three years
• Housing Authority – one for five years
• Housing Authority (unexpired term) – 

one for four years
• Planning Board – one for five years
• School Committee – two for three years
• Commission of Burial Grounds – one for 

three years
• Library Trustees – three for three year

Tuesday, April 16 is the last day the 
Board of Registrars file town nomination 
papers with the Town Clerk. Tuesday, April 
18 is the last day to withdraw or object 
town nomination papers. 

The last day to register to vote in the 
Annual Town Election is May 3.

Annual Town meeting
Friday, March 29 is the last day to file 

with the Town Administrator for a pri-
vate article for the May 13 Annual Town 
Meeting. For a private warrant article to 
appear on the Annual Town Meeting war-
rant, a petitioner must acquire 10 signa-
tures of registered voters in the town. 

Friday, May 3 is the last day to register 
to vote for the Annual Town Meeting on 
May 13 and Annual Town Election on May 
20

Town Hall public hours are Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and 
Fridays from 9 a.m.-noon.

Dog licenses
All residents who licensed their dogs 

through the Town Census should have 
received their dog tags. If you did not 
receive your dog tag, call the Town Clerk’s 
office.

For residents who have not licensed their 
dogs: March and April are the months to 
license (bylaws of the Town of Granby CH 
XIV). The cost is $6 for spayed/neutered, 
puppies and senior dogs over the age of 10 
years, all others the cost is $15.

To avoid a $25 late charge fee dogs 
should be licensed by May 1. 

If you choose to mail or use the drop 
box, please include a copy of the rabies 
vaccination, or call the Town Clerk’s office 

for verification, include a self-addressed 
envelope with two stamps, a check made 
payable to the Town of Granby, and mail to 
Town Clerk, 215 B West State St., Granby, 
MA 01033.

Important voting information
Third and final notices on the 2024 

Annual Town Census: Confirmation notic-
es will be mailed out in April to all those 
voters who did not answer their Town 
Census as required by Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 51, Section 4. 

Therefore, all voters who do not 
answer this mailing will be designated as 
“Inactive” on the Granby Voting List.

To avoid any voting problems please 
mail back this postcard. If you did not 
receive an Annual Town Census or would 
like to check on your voting status, call the 
town clerk’s office for verification.

Upcoming waste day
There will be a Household Hazardous 

Waste Day on Saturday, May 4 at the South 
Hadley DPW, 10 Industrial Drive, from 9 
a.m.-noon and pre-registration is required. 
Granby residents may call the Board of 
Health at 413-467-7174 or email boh@
granby-ma.gov for registration.

Any questions or concerns can be direct-
ed to Kathy Kelly-Regan at the Granby 
Town Clerk’s office 467-7178. 

Town Clerk gives reminders for upcoming events Granby 
Charter Days 
canceled 
for 2024
BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

GRANBY – The annual Granby 
Charter Days have been “postponed” 
until June 2025, according to the com-
mittee’s Facebook page. 

The group announced the postpone-
ment last week, stating the committee 
is in desperate need for volunteers and 
members.

“Remember, this is a volunteer com-
mittee, no one gets paid, and the commit-
tee spends long hours the weekend of…
Friday, Saturday and Sunday,” the post 
read. “Not to mention the many meetings 
to plan and prepare for the fair.”

The committee suggested that people 
who would like play a part in planning 
the 2025 Charter Days should contact the 
Granby Selectboard at 413-467-7177.

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s Council 
on Aging has announced the following 
upcoming events.

Quabbinaires Walking/Hiking Group 
Since it was created in 2022, the 

Quabbinaires Walking/Hiking Group had 
an average of 12 people per walk, and 
walked over 200 miles in at least 39 unique 
locations.

The group plans to walk every Tuesday 
in April in May. Walks begin at 9 a.m. and 
last approximately 90 minutes, and they 
range from flat pavement to moderate trail 
hikes.

Email SFraleigh@Belchertown.org to be 
added to the contact list, or call 413-323-
0420 extension 501 for more information.

The Senior Center will email informa-
tion at the beginning of every month with 
details and locations for the walks.

Food storage and safety
Food Storage and Safety presented by 

the UMass Amherst Dietetic Interns will be 
held on Monday, April 22 at 10 a.m.

They will discuss grocery shopping tips, 
and how to properly cook food, and store 
leftovers. Learn how these processes ensure 
food safety, and reduce the risk of food-
borne illness. 

Free to attend and walk-ins welcome.

Animal Adventures
On Thursday, April 4 at 12:30 p.m. the 

Council on Aging will welcome Animal 
Adventures, the Northeast’s leader in exotic 
animal education.  Zoologists will bring 
an assortment of animals and reptiles for 
people to meet, and present valuable infor-
mation about wildlife conservation.  

If you are an animal lover, you do not 
want to miss this. Free to attend and walk-

ins welcome.
This program is supported by a grant 

from the Belchertown Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is supported by the 
Mass  Cultural Council, a state agency.

Sand for Seniors Buckets
On Wednesday, April 3, members of 

TRIAD will be making their way through 
town to pick up all Sand for Seniors 
Buckets. Please place your buckets in a 
visible and easy to access area on April 3.

Sit ‘N Stitch
Do you enjoy knitting, crochet, quilting, 

embroidery or needlepoint? Join the Senior 
Center Friends “Sit ‘N Stitch” fundraising 
group on Tuesday and Friday mornings 
from 9-11 a.m. 

Items crafted will be sold throughout the 
year to raise funds for the Senior Center

Donations
The Nutrition Program received dona-

tions from Anthony D’Amore, Gail 
McCreanor and an anonymous donor. The 
Transportation Program received donations 
from clients.

The Council on Aging thanks everyone 
kindly for their thoughtfulness, generosity, 
and continued support.

Yarn Sale
BSCCA’s Sit ‘N Stitch group will be 

selling $5 bags of yarn throughout the 
month of April in the library corridor.

Public Health Nurse
Kristen Krieger, RN, BSN, Public Health 

Nurse, visits the Senior Center twice a 
month. Stop in to have your blood pressure 
or glucose checked, and get answers to 
many of your health questions.

Dates including April 8 and April 22 
from 10-11 a.m.

Belchertown Council on Aging lists upcoming events
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 413-283-8393
to advertise your business here

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

on NAPA Lawn & 
Garden Batteries

10%
SAVE

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Tuesday, March 12
1:24 p.m. – A resident came to the 

station to report that someone opened a 
Verizon account in their name. An inci-
dent report was completed.

Wednesday, March 13
4:37 a.m. – A motorist reported that 

they swerved to miss a deer and struck 
a mailbox on Barton Street. There were 
no injuries.

12:09 p.m. – Detail officers radioed 
that a motor vehicle passed by their loca-
tion with a right front flat tire. The tire 
was missing, and the vehicle was being 
operated on its rim. On duty officers 
responded and spoke to the operator.

12:29 p.m. – Arrest from previous 
call. Kenneth Peet, 33, of Belchertown, 
was placed under arrest for operating a 
motor vehicle while under the influence 
of alcohol and possessing an open con-
tainer of alcohol in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, March 14
12:14 p.m. – A resident came to sta-

tion to report that they received a call 
from someone that reported to be their 
grandson. The caller stated that they 
had been involved in an accident, arrest-
ed, and needed bail money. They were 
advised it is a scam and to disregard it.

3:18 p.m. – The Fire Department 
reported a minor two-car accident in 
front of the station. There were no inju-
ries.

POLICE from page 8

According to floral lore, the meaning 
behind the gerber flower is one I would 
wholeheartedly agree with: cheerfulness, 
probably due to the wide palette of colors 
it is available in – nearly every one except 
blue. Look for vivid orange, cool coral, hot 
pink, crimson red and sunshine yellow, not 
to mention bubblegum pink and creamy 
white!

Unfortunately, the gerber daisy is not 
hardy in our area; it prefers a much warmer 
location in which to grow. On the eastern 
seaboard, the only place it will overwinter is 
the southernmost tip of Florida, in hardiness 
zones 9 and 10.  

Here in New England, it is best enjoyed 

on the windowsill during the winter months.  
As long as the plant is provided with nor-
mal room temperatures, bright light and 
sufficient but not excess moisture it should 
bloom prolifically. 

Remember to remove spent flowers to 
keep up the gerber’s good looks as well as 
to encourage future blooms.  

Once the danger of frost has passed, it is 
also safe to plant the gerber daisy outdoors, 
just as you would any other summer annual. 
More and more consumers are doing this 
each year and with success! 

The best type of soil for it is one that is 
organically rich and well-drained. Full sun 
is a must for flower production.  

If you wish to dig up the plant after the 
season wanes and attempt to overwinter it 

indoors, be extra careful not to disturb its 
deep root system or death may incur. Some 
gardeners who plan on overwintering their 
gerbers sink the pot and all at planting time 
to avoid any potential risk later on.  

Right now, the “happy plant” sits on the 
bureau in the nursery, awaiting the arrival 
of our little girl, just as we are.  There is 
indeed so much to be happy about!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

spouse’s benefit. But if the survivor claims 
the benefit before reaching FRA, the amount 
of the survivor benefit will be reduced by 
4.75% for each full year earlier. 

The survivor’s benefit reaches maxi-
mum at the survivor’s full retirement age. 

If a surviving spouse has not yet reached 
their FRA and if they are entitled to not 
necessarily collecting their own Social 
Security retirement benefit, the surviving 
spouse has the option to delay claiming 
the survivor benefit until it reaches maxi-
mum at their full retirement age. If the sur-
vivor’s personal SS retirement benefit will 
ever be more than their maximum survivor 
benefit, the surviving spouse also has the 

option to claim only the smaller survivor 
benefit first and allow their personal SS 
retirement benefit to grow to maximum at 
age 70 if desired. 

With Social Security there is hardly ever 
a simple answer to a question but, in the 
example you use, if both are over their SS 
full retirement age:

If the husband dies first, the wife will get 
100% of the amount ($2,000) the husband 
was receiving, instead of the small amount 
($1,000) she was previously receiving.  

If the wife dies first, the husband’s 
monthly benefit will remain at $2,000 
and he will get no increase in his month-
ly amount. In either case, the surviving 
spouse will be entitled to a one-time lump 
sum death benefit of $255.

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

SSI from page 6

buff eggs with brown splotches. 

Canada geese
On Friday, March 1 I saw a large flock 

of Canada geese in a field in Spencer. On 
Monday, March 4 I heard the honking of 
geese. I looked up and saw two large flocks 
of Canada geese fly overheard. 

The first flock flew lower and lower and 
landed in my hayfield and the pond next to 
it. The second flock flew much higher and 
headed northward. 

Belted kingfisher
On Feb. 29, a spotted a pair of belted 

kingfishers at a small pond in Ware on my 
way back from the Ware River News/Barre 
Gazette office. I was surprised to see them 
this early.

Black bears and more
I received an email from a Wilbraham 

resident. He said, “It was March 1, when I 
woke to see the damage a bear did to our 
poles and feeders. This was the second time 
our poles and feeders were damaged by a 
bear, in the last few years. Shame on me, for 
not bringing the feeders in at dusk.” 

He said, “We have been casual bird 
watchers and feeders for over thir-
ty years. It is relaxing and fun to see the 
local and migratory birds visit our feeders. 
Unfortunately, we have to consider the risks 
associated with placing food sources in our 
back yards. It means we have to be aware 
and maybe take the feeders in at dusk, put-
ting them back out in the morning.” 

He also said, “However, that will not 
eliminate the chance for a bear/human 
encounter. Last year, a black bear was in 
our neighbors back yard, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the morning. The bear was attracted by the 

chickens in the coup. Fortunately, they have 
an electrified fence, surrounding the coup. 
After getting shocked, it ran across the street 
and into Cedar Swamp woods. It will be 
back, since a bear does remember where the 
food sources are located.” He said he recent-
ly saw a male, pileated woodpecker. 

Loon fact
The Loon Preservation Committee in 

Moultonborough, New Hampshire included 
these interesting loon facts in their news-
letter. 

Loons are physiologically adapted for life 
in the water, so much so that they struggle to 
walk on land as a result. Their dense, thick 
walled bones help to weigh them down in 
the water. The extreme rear-placement of 
their legs and feet allows them to maximize 
the propulsive force that they can exert with 
each kick. 

Many studies documented the duration of 

observed loon dives. Most of these studies 
have reported that average loon dives last 
somewhere between 33 and 52 seconds, 
regardless of season or location. 

Loons diving to deeper depths tend to 
spend more time underwater than those div-
ing in more shallow areas. 

In a study of loons using Lake Michigan 
as a stopover site during fall migration, 
Kenow et al. (2018) found that loons diving 
to depths of 40 m (131 feet) were spending, 
on average, 139 seconds (over 2 minutes) 
underwater per dive. In contrast, loons div-
ing to depths of just 20 meters (65 feet) in 
that study were spending less time under 
water per dive (87 seconds, on average).

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 6
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HOLYOKE – After some 
dreary, cold, or rainy weath-
er during the past few years, the 
people attending the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Day Road Race drew a 
winner yesterday.

On a sun-splashed afternoon 
with comfortable temperatures, 
the 47th running of the popular 
10K Road Race took place.

With more than 6,000 harriers 
competing, and many more tak-
ing part in the Fun Run or walk-
ing events, the first part of St. 
Patrick’s weekend was definitely 
a success.

Louis Serafini was the big win-
ner of the main event. He com-

More than 6,000 brighten great day at road race

Matthew Talbot, of Belchertown, crosses 
the finish line at 42:06.

Jacob Robinson, of Belchertown heads 
for the finish at the 2024 race.

Benjamin Chartier, a veteran of the 
race, heads for the finish.

The runners are off in the 2024 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
The wave of runners head down the first stretch of the 6.2-mile course.

LUDLOW – Las t  week , 
Belchertown finished up the 
regular season in the Suburban 

B a s k e t b a l l  L e a g u e .  T h e 
Belchertown 5-6 team headed for 
the playoffs last week.

B-Town concludes 
regular season

Conner Bianchmono takes a three-
point shot.

Donovan McMahon shoots from the 
free throw line.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Orelio Manduley goes for the tipoff.

Kris Kelly 
drives into 
the paint.

Please see ROAD RACE, page 12
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❚ SPORTS 

With April looming, the Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball League is looking for more 
players to fill its open roster spots.

There are more than 15 open roster spots 
as the league heads for its open practice and 
tryout date and teams are looking to fill their 
14-player rosters for a 2024 season that will 
see the league get back to its normal sched-
ule.

The league is very enthusiastic to wel-
come new members to the league to fill 
these roster spots so all teams have the full 
depth they need. To register, go to: www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org and click on the 
Registration tab.

Following heavy turnover between 2022 
and 2023, the league had to downsize to 
five teams and ran a modified schedule 
that included scheduled doubleheaders and 
bye weeks for teams in order to complete a 

15-game schedule. Rain also hampered the 
league’s schedule as well last year.

On March 3, the league’s board voted to 
bring in a new team, bringing the league 
back up to six teams and creating an even 
schedule with every team playing on 15 
Sunday morning starting on Sunday, April 21 
through late August with playoffs to follow.

The league is also voted to play a segment 
of its schedule using wood bats only. The 
middle five games of the schedule will be 
played that way while the rest of schedule is 
played with either metal or wood bats.

The league will be holding an open prac-
tice for all league players and especial-
ly players who are new to the league on 
Sunday, April 7 at 10 a.m. at Beachgrounds 
Park in South Hadley. 

Prior to that, the next meeting is sched-
uled for Sunday March 24 at 12 noon at the 

Hangar Pub & Grill in South Hadley. All are 
welcome to attend the meeting, ask questions 
and express interest in joining. The league’s 
board will be discussing final preparations 
for the 2024 season.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abil-
ities league and all are welcome to join. 
Eligibility is players who are age 28 and 
over. You must be 30 to be eligible to pitch 
in the league. Your age for eligibility is what-
ever age you will turn in 2024. The league is 
also able to entertaining taking in an entire 
group as a team to add to the league. Please 
email the league board for to inquire about 
entering a team.

Games are typically held in the 
Easthampton and South Hadley area 
with some expansion to Chicopee, West 
Springfield, Agawam, and Granby being 
considered.

Players needed to fill Quabbin Valley League rosters

pleted the very hilly, 6.2-mile course in 
30:12. Serafini is from Cambridge.

The top female was a local runner from 
Western Massachusetts. Anna Steinmen, 
of Springfield, came across the finish line 
at 37:00.

Ryan Davis, of South Hadley, was one 
of the top local finishers at 34:36. He was 
20th overall.

This year’s race would feature runners 
from all over the region, the state, and sur-
rounding states as many are preparing for 
the Boston Marathon, set to take place in 
just under a month on Monday, April 15. 
Many runners over the years have enjoyed 
using the St. Patrick’s Day Road Race as 
practice for the marathon because of the 
challenging hills throughout the streets 
of Holyoke that runners must navigate 
through.

Of the more than 6,000 runners who 
were registered, 4,442 finished the 10K 
course this year. Race officials have said 
the participation level in the event is still 
rebounding from the pandemic. Prior to the 
pandemic in 2019, race participants totaled 

about 7,000. The race was not held in 2020 
and 2021 before it returned in 2022 with 
around 5,000 participants. More made their 
way out to the race last year, but that num-
ber was surpassed this year.

Because of that, the start of the race fea-
tured multiple waves, though 4RUN3 ran 
the bibs and electronic results kept accurate 
results for all those involved.

A number of this year’s participants were 
featured in the usual celebratory costumes 
and outfits for St. Patrick’s Day, while 
many others opted for cartoon and other 
fictional characters, such as Spider-Man. 
Several local running clubs also made their 
way to the race, as did the youth of the 
region. Youth participants in the race were 
as young as seven-years-old.

Security was in full force at the 
event with plenty of presence from the 
Massachusetts State Police, Holyoke 
Police, and Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department, and the event went off without 
any incidents.

Male top finisher and first overall Louis Serafini, of 
Cambridge, finishes the race at 30:12.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Braeden Gallagher rushes for the finish.

Anna Steinmen, of Springfield, was the top female 
finisher at 37:00.

RIGHT: William Os, of Granby, com-
petes with others for the finish line.

ROAD RACE from page 11

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame announced 
the team rosters for the 2024 Western 
Massachusetts Senior High School All-
Star Games. On Thursday, March 21, 
the Hall of Fame hosted the 2024 All-
Star event on the Jerry Colangelo Court 
of Dreams at the Hall of Fame. A total 
of 60 players were selected from differ-
ent divisions within the region to partic-
ipate in three games that will showcase 
the top seniors in their final high school 
contest. 

“The Basketball Hall of Fame is 
honored to host the top high school 
basketball players from Western 
Massachusetts at our 13th annual All-
Star celebration,” said John L. Doleva, 
President and CEO of the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame. “We encour-
age the residents of Western Mass. to 
join us as we celebrate these outstand-
ing seniors in the final game of their 
high school careers.” 

A committee of local coaches and 
media members who represent each 
division on the boys’ and girls’ sides 
selected the teams. Using the designat-
ed classes for the PVIAC Tournament, 
the players will be divided into six 
teams: two girls’ teams, two boys’ 
teams of Class A and B players, and 
two boys’ teams of Class C and D play-
ers. Only graduating seniors are eligible 

Locals named 
to Senior All-
Star Game

WORCESTER  – Worcester was beat-
en, 5-1, by the Adirondack Thunder even 
though it outshot the visitors by 40-26.

The Railers have scored exactly one goal 
in four straight games on a total of 148 
shots on goal. This is the third time in fran-
chise history a Worcester team has scored 
one or fewer goals four straight times, the 
first time since Feb. 27 through March 3, 
2022.

The Railers had two goals in that stretch.
“I’m sure that’s part of it,” coach Jordan 

Smotherman said of the confidence factor. 
“Any time you put together (148) shots 
over four games and score four goals, guys 
start gripping the sticks and there’s defi-
nitely a letdown every time you have that 

big chance and it doesn’t go in.”
Jake Pivonka had the Railers goal. Grant 

Jozefek, Andre Ghantous, Ryan Smith, 
Shane Harper and Mike Gillespie scored 
for the Thunder. Gillespie hit an empty net.

For  the  f i r s t  t ime  th i s  season 
Smotherman changed goalies not because 
of injury. John Muse allowed four goals on 
16 shots and was replaced by Cole Ceci at 
17:09 of the second period.

“We’ve asked a lot of him,” Smotherman 
said of Muse. “Especially seeing that he’s 
35 years old. I couldn’t imagine doing that. 
He wanted to play tonight. He wanted to 
fight to give us a chance to win. We know 
that the next time he’s in there he’s gonna 
be the giant we’ve come to know.”

With the defeat, the Railers have 
dropped into sixth place in the North 
Division, at least in terms of winning 
percentage. In terms of points, though, 
Worcester is remarkably tied with three 
other teams for the final playoff spot.

The Railers, Reading, Maine and Trois-
Rivieres all have 57. Maine and Trois-
Rivieres have winning percentages of .491. 
Reading is at .475.

Newfoundland is in third place with a 
.517 winning percentage, so the Growlers 
are in the playoff scrum, too.

“I told our guys — we’re in a 13-game 
push. There are four teams with 57 points, 

Worcester Railers fall to Adirondack Thunder

Please see RAILERS, page 13

T-Birds get 
much-needed win 
over Charlotte

C H A R L OT T E ,  N . C .  –  T h e 
Springfield Thunderbirds (27-27-3-2) 
answered a Charlotte comeback the day 
before with one of their own en route 
to a 6-4 win over the Checkers (31-23-
6-0) on Sunday afternoon at Bojangles’ 
Coliseum.

It did not take long for the Checkers 
to score their fourth consecutive goal 
of the weekend, as captain Zac Dalpe 
worked a 2-on-1, give-and-go rush to 
perfection with Cam Morrison, snap-
ping a shot over Colten Ellis to make it 
1-0 Charlotte just 2:56 into the first.

Springfield answered in kind on its 
first power play chance of the day, as 
Will Bitten hit a crashing Ryan Suzuki 
in the crease for a redirection past 
Magnus Hellberg at 5:22, making it a 
1-1 game.

Charlotte continued having penalty 
troubles, giving the T-Birds two addi-
tional man-up situations in the period. 
However, the Checkers’ PK answered 
the bell, and on their third kill of the 
afternoon, Rasmus Asplund added 
offense with a shorthanded shot past 
Ellis on the blocker at 14:32, finishing 
off another 2-on-1 and giving the home 
side the 2-1 lead at intermission.

It took Adam Gaudette just 19 sec-
onds to restore a tie score when he stole 
a breakout pass and slapped a blistering 
shot over Hellberg’s shoulder to even 
the game, 2-2. It brought him back into 
a tie for the AHL goal-scoring lead with 
Ontario’s Samuel Fagemo. 

The 2-2 tie only lasted 50 seconds, 
though, as Wilmer Skoog answered 
back on a jam shot from the right cir-
cle to give Charlotte the 3-2 advantage 
during a delayed Springfield penalty.

Charlotte’s third power play proved to 
be a charm when Gerry Mayhew gave 
the Checkers a two-goal lead when he 
poked a loose puck under Ellis at 8:32 
to make it a 4-2 game.

WIth much of the momentum seem-
ingly on Charlotte’s side, the T-Birds 
got a wonderful stroke of luck at the 
10:25 mark when a Skyler Brind’Amour 
pass caromed off Uvis Balinskis’ skate 

Please see ALL-STAR, page 13

Please see T-BIRDS, page 13
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Public Hearing 
Special Permit
Legal Notice
Belchertown 

Planning Board
In accordance with the 

Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 and 
11, the Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss a special permit appli-
cation for an accessory apart-
ment by Lucienne Hyson for 
#11 Cottage Street., Map 243, 
Lot 47, Belchertown, MA.

A public hearing will be 
held as follows:

Place:  Belchertown 
Town Hall, 2 Jabish St., 
Belchertown, MA

Date:   April 9, 2024
Time:  7:30 PM
Remote access informa-

tion:
Please join my meeting 

from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone.

h t t p s : / / m e e t . g o t o .
com/173538941

You can also dial in 
using your phone.

United States:  +1 (408) 

650-3123
Access Code:  173-538-

941
Get the app now and be 

ready when your first meeting 
starts:  https://meet.goto.com/
install

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and be ready 
when your first meeting starts:

https://global.gotomeeting.
com/install/173538941

The application is avail-
able for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk and Planning 
Board office, 2 Jabish Street.  

Daniel Beaudette
Chair, Planning Board

 03/21, 03/28/2024

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

   LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131, 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 

Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting on 
Monday, April 8, 2024 at 
7:00 PM in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hall Auditorium, 
located at 2 Jabish Street 
i n  B e l c h e r t ow n ,  M A 
01007 to review a Request 
for  Determinat ion  o f 
Applicability permit appli-
cation submitted by Gerald 
Bolduc for the proposed 
removal of two (2) haz-
ardous trees at 16 and 36 
Grela Terrace (Assessor’s 
Map 101-58 & 56) in 
Belchertown. Work is pro-
posed to occur within the 
100-foot Buffer Zone and 
the locally-protected 50-No 
Disturb Zone to Bank of Lake 
Holland. Anyone interested in 
this matter should appear at 
the time and place designated.
03/21/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Division
Docket No. HS24P0076EA

Estate of: 
LINDA M. DESROCHES

Also Known As: 
LINDA M. CLARK

Date of Death: 11/27/2023
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est-
ate, by Petition of Petit i oner 
RICHARD DESROCHES 
of BELCHERTOWN, MA

a Will has been admitted to 
informal probate.

RICHARD DESROCHES 
o f  B E L C H E RT OW N , 
MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond.

The estate is being ad min-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-

ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Pet itioner.
03/21/2024

Belchertown
 Planning Board 
Public Hearing 
Special Permit
Legal Notice 

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 
and 11, the Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing 
to discuss a Common Drive 
Special Permit submitted by 
Chocurua Realty Investments, 

LLC, 5 Bayberry Lane, 
Hadley, MA 01035, No. 
Liberty Street, Map 268, Lot 
34 & 34.01, Belchertown, 
MA.

A public hearing will be 
held as follows:

Place:  Belchertown 
Town Hall, 2 Jabish St., 
Belchertown, MA

Date: April 9, 2024
Time: 7:00 PM
The application is avail-

able for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk and Planning 
Board office, 2 Jabish Street.  

Daniel Beaudette, Chair 
Planning Board

03/21, 03/28/2024

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Small Eurasian 

deer
  4. Irish county
 10. A major division 

of geological 
time

 11. Broadway actor 
Lane

 12. Canadian 
province (abbr.)

 14. Human gene
 15. Two
 16. A famous one 

is blue
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. Ring-shaped 

objects
 23. Spoils
 24. Occurs
 26. Commercial
 27. Near
 28. Products you 

may need
 30. Pledge thrown 

down as a 
challenge

 31. TV network
 34. Silk or cotton 

garments
 36. Soviet Socialist 

Republics
 37. Retired 

American 
football coach 
Dean

 39. Hot dish
 40. A type of gin
 41. Atomic #84
 42. Sawhorse
 48. About ground
 50. Medicine man
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. Capital of 

Albania
 53. Appendage
 54. OJ trial judge
 55. By the way 

(abbr.)
 56. Bicycle parts
 58. Barbie’s friend
 59. Moved one’s 

neck to see
 60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make up for
  2. Baltimore 

ballplayer
  3. Salary
  4. Influential 

world body
  5. Engravers
  6. Declared as 

fact
  7. One who steals
  8. Jewelry
  9. Hospital 

employee 
(abbr.)

 12. Nonsense 
(slang)

 13. Town in Galilee
 17. Value
 19. A fake name
 20. Sheep in their 

second year
 21. Town in Surrey, 

England
 25. Appropriate for 

a particular time 
of year

 29. Creative works
 31. Recesses
 32. W. Pacific 

island group
 33. Tolkien 

character
 35. Ancient symbol 

co-opted by the 
Nazi party

 38. Pioneer
 41. Scribe
 43. Painted a 

bright color
 44. Lowest 

members of 
British nobility

 45. Actress 
Thurman

 46. Type of sugar
 47. Crest of a hill
 49. N. American 

people of British 
Columbia

 56. Device
 57. The Mount 

Rushmore State

one with 62 that’s played a couple more 
games. We play all of them, so it’s up to us. 
The ball’s in our court.”

The winning goaltender was Vinnie 
Purpura. He was the last man the Railers 
wanted to see as they battle an offensive 
slump. The triumph improved his record 
against Worcester this season to 5-0-1 with 
a 1.91 goals against average and .935 saves 
percentage.

Worcester outshot the Thunder, 9-1, 
through the game’s first seven minutes and 
dominated play, but had nothing to show 
for it. Thus, Adirondack scored the first 
goal and took a 1-0 lead at 16:09.

Jozefek, a former Railer, snapped one 

home from the right circle.
Pivonka tied it late in the period as he 

converted a pass from Ashton Calder at 
18:21. That could have translated into some 
momentum for Worcester heading into the 
second period, but did not.

Ghantous, newly signed out of Northern 
Michigan, got his first pro goal at 3:15. He 
put one under the crossbar from 20 feet. 
Smith scored similarly at 4:33 on a power 
play, then Harper beat Muse from the top 
of the left circle at 17:09 to end the veter-
an’s night.

The Railers’ next four games are on the 
road. They play at Adirondack Wednesday 
night, then do a three-in-three weekend in 
Reading. The next game at the DCU Center 
is March 27 versus Newfoundland.

RAILERS from page 12

for the All-Star Games. Rosters can be 
found on the next page. 

For the 13th year,  the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame will recog-
nize one boy and one girl as the Western 
Massachusetts Players of the Year. A spe-
cial presentation will be made for the 
recipients during halftime of one of the 
participating games. A panel of local media 
members selects the award winners, who 
are recognized for their achievements on 
the court, in addition to their sportsman-

ship and character off the court. 
The three All-Star Games were held on 

Thursday, March 21. There were two boys 
games and a girls game on the slate. 

Among the all-stars named were 
Granby’s Colin Murdock, Monson’s Colin 
Beaupre, Ware’s Jack McKeever and 
Emily McGrail, Palmer’s Andrew Menard, 
Minnechaug’s Lylah Jeannotte, South 
Hadley’s Drew Alley, Holyoke’s Amilyan 
Treadwell-Mercedes and Shawn Rivera, 
Chicopee Comprehensive’s Alyssa Caney 
and Tineus McCluster, and Agawam’s 
Colin Smith.

and squeaked under Hellberg’s legs. 
Suzuki was given credit for his second of 
the game, and the Charlotte lead suddenly 
slipped to 4-3. 

With their power play beaming with 
confidence, the T-Birds tied the game when 
Will Bitten deflected a Calle Rosen shot in 
behind Hellberg, tying the score, 4-4, with 
just 3:01 remaining in the middle period. 

Early in the third, the Springfield power 
play again made a huge impact follow-
ing a double-minor on Mayhew. With just 
two seconds remaining on the first minor, 
Jakub Vrana played the role of the deflec-
tor, as he guided a Dylan Coghlan snapshot 

through Hellberg, giving the T-Birds their 
first lead at the 2:30 mark of the third, 5-4. 

After both teams committed minors just 
51 seconds apart to set up 4-on-4 play, 
Coghlan added to the T-Birds lead on a 
2-on-1, picking a spot over Hellberg’s 
stick-side arm to make it a 6-4 lead for the 
visitors at 9:26 of the final period. Coghlan 
finished the two-game set with three goals 
and five points, and his goal put him atop 
the AHL leaderboard for goals by defense-
men with 16. 

From that point onward,  Ellis and the 
T-Birds’ defense stiffened, blocking count-
less Charlotte attempts en route to the win. 
Ellis, in picking up his third straight win 
over Charlotte, made 42 stops.

ALL-STAR from page 12

T-BIRDS from page 12
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

FREE REFRIGERATOR
21 cubic foot Amana refrigerator with 
ice maker. Ivory, good condition. Come 
and get it. Free. Clean photos on re-
quest. 508-344-4879, West Brook-
field.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY

Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Brookfield is seeking an 
experienced full-time Highway Su-
perintendent. Full job description at 
brookfieldma.us.  Please submit 
resume and cover letter to selectmen@
brookfieldma.us. Application review 
will begin after March 28th. Resumes 
accepted until position is filled. Brook-
field is an equal opportunity employer.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook.  Hours are flexible, but must 
be worked during the regular highway 
department hours of Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist 
the Highway Superintendent.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open 
until filled. Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS ISFind archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  
The Town of Brookfield is seeking 
qualified applicants for the posi-
tion of Town Administrator. Re-
sponsibilities include professional, 
administrative, supervisory, and 
technical work. See job description 
at brookfieldma.us. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Current 
appropriation $89,989.00 Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to Selectmen@brookfieldma.
us. Open until filled. Equal Oppor-
tunity/Affirmative Action Employer

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR 1

P/T EMERGENCY DISPATCHER
P/T PUBLIC TV PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. Open until 
filled.  EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is seeking to 
fill the position of Assistant Treasurer/
Tax Collector:  7-10 Hours a week, the 
position consists of assisting in the 
collection and posting of real estate, 
personal property and motor vehicle 
excise taxes.  Assist in mailings and 
general office duties.  Special require-
ment:  Must meet the requirements 
to be bonded. Proficient in commu-
nicating with the public, computer 
skills, record keeping, and clerical 
skills.  Please send a cover letter and 
resume to Town of Worthington, 
Tax Collector’s Office, P.O. Box 
213, Worthington, MA  01098 by:  
April 11, 2024.
The Town of Worthington is an equal 

opportunity employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gilbert-
ville. Two lifts, compressor, office, bath-
room/washroom. Large 10 ft overhead 
electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 phase 
electric. Room for 5 vehicles plus 
inside and outside parking. Located 
right on Rt 32. Perfect for a business 
or? $1,500/month. Call Don @(413) 
758-3039. 

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED TAX SERVICES

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Recycle Your Stuff for Cash
in the CLASSIFIEDS

Call, email  
or use the 
form in the 
papers to 

sell.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@turley.com • 413-283-8393

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
Post your 

job openings 
in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
4133236664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413
3231122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413
3236012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open TueSat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 4133239611, 
8008949591. Fax 413
3236117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 2537358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon dayFriday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 4133239966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
4132834395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
4132534867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393
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HOME HEATING

TREE WORK LAWN & GARDENOVERHEAD DOORS

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE ON YOUR

Local HOME PROs
Contact Maureen: mmcgarrett@turley.com • 413-364-4994

YOUR YOUR 
LOCAL LOCAL 

TRUSTED TRUSTED 
RELIABLERELIABLE

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Wells Cargo 

Enclosed 
Trailers & 
Karavan 

Utility 
Trailers

TRAILER SALES

THE FIRE PLACE

3390274

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a 
variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the 
Harman brand defines versatility, dependability and 
quality. More heat, better temperature control, and the 
strongest warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive 
features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY
320 South Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON FARMERS SUPPLY
43 River St (off Rte 10) Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd (Rtes 5 & 10) Whately, MA

413-397-3463 • M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

TO SET UP YOUR STOVE
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON!

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a variety 

of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman brand defines 
versatility, dependability and quality. More heat, better temperature 

control and the strongest warranty in the industry are just a few 
exclusive features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY

320 South Pleasant Street, 
Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON 
FARMERS SUPPLY

43 River Street (off Rte. 10) 
Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 

Whately, MA
413-397-3463 

M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

3382198

100 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), 
Whately, MA

413-397-3463 
 thef ireplacema.com 

T-F 9-5 • Sat. 8-4

Your Harman Your Harman 
HeadquartersHeadquarters

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS

BELCHERTOWN – The resi-
dents, business owners and town 
employees are all going to have 
an opportunity to provide input 
into the new town website that is 
going to be launching this sum-
mer. 

A series of online surveys are 
available on the current website 
(www.belchertown.org/com-
mitees/communications_commit-
tee) asking each group what they 
would like to see on the new web-
site, how they get their informa-

tion now, and much more.
The surveys will close on 

Friday, March 29 and all three are 
available on the Communications 
Committee page, and you can 
access them by scanning the QR 
code.

Residents, busi-
ness owners and 
town employees 
can contribute 
to the new town 
website by scan-
ning this QR code 
and completing 
a series of online 
surveys.

Provide input for new website through online surveys


