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BELCHERTOWN – The Jabish 
Brook Middle School Band hon-
ored the late Lloyd Armstrong 
during their Spring Concert held at 
the High School on March 26, in 
a moving memorial to a man who 
had a profound impact on gener-
ations of Belchertown residents 
before being taken far too soon.

During the concert, the Eighth 
Grade Band, joined by guest per-
formers who had known or stud-
ied under Armstrong, premiered 
“Song for Lloyd,” written in 
Armstrong’s honor by William 
Schmidt, a member of the last 
eighth grade class taught by the 
late musician.

A r m s t r o n g  wa s  a c t ive l y 
involved in music programs across 
the town’s schools and helped to 
found and run the Belchertown 
Community Band before passing 

Student musicians remember late instructor

SUBMITTED BY THE
BELCHERTOWN ENERGY AND 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 

BELCHERTOWN – Join the 
Belchertown community in cel-
ebrating Earth Day with local 
events and initiatives happening 
all month long, making April an 
Earth Month. 

Saturday, April 20 (rain date 
April 27), the Conservation 
Department, the Department 
of Public Works and the town’s 

E n e r g y  &  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
Committee, will host a town wide 
clean-up from 9 a.m.-noon, 
starting with registration 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Town 
Common Parking Lot. 
Participants will receive 
green biodegradable trash 
bags for the clean-up. 

Dress for the weather and 
be sure to wear sturdy foot-
wear and work gloves. 

The DPW will be handing 
out a free Douglas Fir “Lincoln” 

seedling to the first 100 volun-
teers who bring back a full 

bag of trash for deposit in a 
designated dumpster 

at the parking lot. 
The dumpster will 
be available for the 

disposal of the green 
trash bags all weekend, no 
household trash; please. 

Tuesday, April 22, is 
officially Earth Day, which 

began in 1970 and mobiliz-
es millions of Americans every 

year for a focused day of action 
on environmental education and 
activism. This year’s theme is 
“People vs. Plastics”. 

Single-use plastics, which are 
used for just minutes or hours, 
account for 40% of the plastic 
produced every year, but they 
can persist in the environment 
for hundreds of years. Join the 
Earth Day movement and find 
inspiration on ways to take action, 

Celebrating Earth Day all month long Celebrating Earth Day all month long 

BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

The 128th edition of the Boston 
Marathon is fast approaching, and 
a number of local runners across a 
range of experience levels are get-
ting ready to run the iconic race, 
representing charitable causes, 
athletic clubs and their own per-
sonal triumphs across the gruel-
ing 26.2 miles from Hopkinton to 
Copley Square.

The race is set to be held on 
Patriots Day, April 15, with a 
record-breaking 33,000 athletes 
from around the world applying 
to run. According to Runner’s 
World Magazine, 22,019 quali-
fying runners, alongside an addi-
tional roughly 8,000 participants 
running for charities or receiving 
invitational entries, will descend 

on the Hub from all around the 
world this year to participate 
in one of the most prestigious 
long-distance events on Earth.

BJ Williams - Guiding the way
Among the local runners par-

ticipating is BJ Williams of 
Belchertown, who has already run 
the Boston Marathon three times 
and has been involved with Team 
Hoyt, the renowned organization 
that supports people with disabil-
ities, for over 15 years.

Williams will be participating 
in a unique role as a guide run-
ner for Morrie Ripley, a Canadian 
runner who suffered paralysis 
after a serious car crash at the age 
of 25. 

“His story’s pretty interesting,” 
Williams said of Ripley. “He was 
paralyzed at 25, told he might 

Local runners prepare 
for Boston Marathon

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Gabrielle Cook of South Hadley, shown with her husband Dave and son Oliver, is 
preparing to run her first Boston Marathon a year after becoming a mother. 

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The Selectboard 
met recently to discuss and 
go over various contracts and 
appointments, as well as going 
over many new updates for the 
Council on Aging and programs 
to benefit the town’s seniors.

The March 19 meeting was 
held by Chair Glen N. Sexton, 
and he was joined by Clerk 
Crystal Dufresne and mem-
ber Richard Beaulieu. Town 
Administrator Christopher 
Martin was also present to help 
with decisions on grants and 
more.

Council on Aging
Dufresne brought forward 

to make sure “that we have a 
plan for who will be directing 
the COA”, when the current 
director leaves for a vacation. 
They also briefly discussed the 
upcoming spring cookout for 
the Council on Aging.

“I’m looking for someone 
to do the job, but also interact 
well with our senior popula-
tion,” Sexton said of the search 
for a new COA Director. 

SB reviews 
ways to 
benefit 
the town’s 
seniors

TURLEY PHOTO BY NICK BOONSTRA
Jabish Brook Middle School Band Director Corrie Smith conducts the world premiere of William Schmidt’s “Song for Lloyd”.

Please see SENIORS, page  14

Please see ARMSTRONG, page 9

Please see MARATHON, page 10

Please see EARTH DAY, page 4
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Maureen 
McGarrett Hall

 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994

30 YEARS OF 
SALES AND 
MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

Let’s make big moves 
  together, call today!!

Helping you find the key 
to your dreams! 

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

BELCHERTOWN – Cub Scouts from 
Pack 507 will host a bottle and can drive at 
the Pride Station, 165 State St. on Saturday, 

April 6 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Please bring your returnable cans, bottles 

and box flats to hold them. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Cub Scouts from Pack 507 are collecting donations of bottles and cans on Saturday, April 6.

Cub Scouts host bottle and can drive April 6

❚ COMMUNITY 

BELCHERTOWN – The town’s Select 
Board is seeking citizens to share their 
expertise by serving on a town board or 
committee.

Those who have time and are interested 
in getting involved in the town’s activities 
are asked to submit a letter of interest 
to: Select Board, The Finnerty House, 
One South Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007, or by email 
to selectboard@belchertown.org (unless 
otherwise indicated below).

The town has announced that it wishes 
to fill the following vacancies:

Trail Stewardship Council
One vacancy

The Town wishes to fill a vacancy to 
represent landowners of the Town on the 
Trail Stewardship Council. Interested 
individuals should be knowledgeable 
about local land use and related issues. 
Additional information specific to this 
council can be found at www.newen-
glandtrail.org.

Deadline: Friday, April 26

Animal Control Advisory Board
Three vacancies

The Town wishes to fill three vacancies 
on the Animal Control Advisory Board. 
This board has the authority to con-
duct hearings as allowed in the Town’s 
by-laws and pose reasonable conditions 
as deemed appropriate.  The ideal appli-
cants may be a dog breeder, a dog trainer, 
a veterinarian, non-pet owner from the 
community, a medical professional spe-
cializing in emergency medicine, animal 
enthusiast or caregiver, pet owner and/or 
interested residents. 

Deadline: Friday, April 26

Communications Committee
Three vacancies

The Town wishes to fill three full 
member seats on the Communications 
Committee. The purpose of this commit-
tee is to develop a communication plan 
for the Town of Belchertown to improve 
information flow from the Town to the 
public. Experience with marketing, com-
munications, and/or social media is high-
ly preferred.  

Deadline: Friday, April 26

Historic District By-Law 
Commission

One Real Estate seat
The Town wishes to fill a full member 

seat (Real Estate Seat) on the Historic 
District By-Law Commission. The 
Commission has regulatory control over 
new construction, reconstruction, alter-
ations, movements, and demolition of all 
exterior architectural features of buildings 
and structures within the Historic District 
which are visible from any public street, 
public way, or public park.

Deadline: Friday, April 26

Belchertown Family Center Committee
Three Active Voting Member positions 
The Belchertown Family Center 

Committee is seeking passionate, ser-
vice-minded individuals to fill three 
active voting member positions. This 
committee is charged with oversight of 
the Belchertown Family Center and its 
support programming for families, and 
is actively working to create a breadth of 
resources for our community.

Deadline: Friday, April 26

Council on Aging
One vacancy

The Town wishes to fill one vacancy on 
the Council on Aging.  Members of the 
Council on Aging coordinate programs 
and services for the elderly population 
and oversee the Belchertown Senior 
Center.

Deadline: Friday, April 26

Belchertown Age and Dementia 
Friendly Implementation Group
One Community Member vacancy

The Belchertown Age and Dementia 
Friendly Implementation Group is look-
ing to fill a vacancy for a community 
member. The main goal of the team is 
to implement the recommendations list-
ed in the Age and Dementia Friendly 
Belchertown Community Assessment and 
Action Plan. The group meets quarterly 
at the Senior Center to prioritize, monitor 
progress and track outcomes.

Deadline: Friday, April 26

Town announces board, 
committee vacancies

BELCHERTOWN – The Belchertown 
Agricultural Commission is pleased to pres-
ent its annual Backyard Chicken Keeping 
and Gardening event on Saturday, April 6 
from 1-3 p.m. at the Town Hall Auditorium 
at 2 Jabish St. 

Sarah McEachern, a representative from 
the Poulin Grain Company, will give a talk 
on chicken care from 1-3 p.m. at the Town 
Hall Auditorium. She will answer your 
questions after her talk. 

Adding to the event with her knowledge 
of chicken raising will be Lindsay Baird of 
Oak and Ash Farm.  

E d n a  C o l c o r d  f r o m  We s t e r n 
Massachusetts Master Gardener Association 
will speak about seed saving. There will be 
a seed swap table so bring your extra seeds 
and expand the varieties in your garden.

Come join them and benefit from the 
expertise of your community, swap seeds 
and enjoy refreshments.    

Backyard chicken keeping, seed swap event

Please see VACANCIES, page 14
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JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS

2024-2025
Hadley Public Schools – 

serving grades PK-12 is currently accepting 
School Choice Applications.

Applications can be found on
our website at www.hadleyschools.org

or call (413) 586-0822.  
The cut-off date for applications is April 17th.

Hadley Public Schools provides 
a safe and supportive environment that fosters 

cooperation, critical thinking, creativity, 
integrity, and a love of learning.

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news
or community features for 
The Sentinel, please email 
sentinel@turley.com

Thursday, April 4
• 8 a.m. – Select Board – April 1 meeting
• 10 a.m. – School Committee – April 2 meeting
• 12 p.m. – Agriculture Commission – April 3 meeting
• 7 p.m. – Select Board – April 1 meeting
• 9 p.m. – School Committee – April 2 meeting

Friday, April 5
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 9 a.m. – Council on Aging – March 27 meeting
• 9:45 a.m. – Easter Egg Hunts 2024
• 10 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – State School 

Disability History
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 7 p.m. – Council on Aging – March 27
• 7:45 p.m. – Easter Egg Hunts 2024
• 8 p.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – State School 

Disability History 

Saturday, April 6
• 8 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – April Events
• 8:30 a.m. – Blue Ribbon Cooks – Comfort Food
• 5 p.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – April Events
• 5:30 p.m. – Blue Ribbon Cooks – Comfort Food

Sunday, April 7
• 4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Roman Catholic Church
• 6 p.m. – Christ Community Church
• 7 p.m. – Hope United Methodist Church
• 8:30 p.m. – Easter Egg Hunts 2024

Monday, April 8
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 9 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – State School 

Disability History
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 6 p.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – State School 

Disability History
• 7 p.m. – Conservation Commission – Channel 192

Tuesday, April 9
• 8 a.m. – Easter Egg Hunts 2024
• 8:30 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – State School 

Disability History
• 6:30 p.m. – Easter Egg Hunts 2024
• 7 p.m. – Planning Board – Channel 191

Wednesday, April 10
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 6 p.m. – School Budget Presentation – Channel 192
• 7:30 p.m. – Agriculture Commission – Channel 191

BCTV Schedule Highlights

including a map of events in the 
region, by visiting EarthDay.org. 

Saturday, April 26, is Arbor Day, 
and the Energy & Sustainability 
Committee encourages residents to 
individually celebrate the day by 
planting native trees and shrubs in 
their own yards. These efforts are 
vital for enhancing local ecosystems 
by supporting local wildlife, includ-
ing beneficial insects and bird pop-
ulations. 

Native plants provide essential 
habitat and food sources, leading to 
healthier and more resilient natural 
environments. Moreover, native veg-
etation plays a significant role in soil 
conservation and water management. 

Check out arborday.org and 
nativeplanttrust.org for more infor-
mation. 

Monday, April 29, the Clapp 
Memorial Library will host a spe-
cial Earth Day Ceremony and 
Celebration of Indigenous People, 
featuring Raymond LaChance 
(Nouba Tewk Tomakwa) at 3:30 
p.m. The event, suitable for indi-
viduals aged 10 and up, will take 
place on the library’s front lawn, 
including, land recognition, music, 
an interactive smudging of a tree, 
seed planting, and the creation of an 
Indigenous necklace. 

The event is made possible by 
the Friends of the Clapp Memorial 
Library. Space is limited; registration 
is required on the Clapp Memorial 
website. 

In case of rain, the event will be 
held in the Town Hall Auditorium. 
Earth Day is an ideal time to consid-
er your own carbon footprint. 

In celebration of Earth Month, 
Belchertown showcases its commit-
ment to environmental stewardship 
through significant strides in ener-
gy efficiency and sustainability over 
recent years. Recognized as one of 
the state’s first Green Communities 
in 2010, the town has been steadily 
achieving reductions in municipal 
energy usage thanks to grants and 
utility incentives for energy-efficient 
equipment, reducing both energy 
consumption and operating costs. 

Furthering its environmental com-
mitment, Belchertown has embraced 
its role as a Pollinator-Friendly 
Community, with the Conservation 
Department leading initiatives to 
protect pollinators by promoting the 
planting of native species and chemi-
cal-free gardening. 

The town’s green journey con-
tinues with the 2023 adoption of a 
Climate Resilience and Sustainable 
Growth Plan and a decarbonization 
pledge by the Select Board, aiming 
to decrease carbon emissions and 
uphold sustainability goals. 

These efforts, especially poignant 
during Earth Month, underscore 
Belchertown’s dedication to creat-
ing a greener future, detailed fur-
ther on Belchertown’s Energy and 
Sustainability Committee’s web page 
at belchertown.org/committees/ener-
gy_and_sustainability. 

By joining the town-wide clean 
up, planting native plants and trees, 
sowing pollinator friendly seeds, or 
deciding to sign up for 100% renew-
able electricity, your action will be 
part of the collective action which 
makes Earth Day such a wonderful 
testimony to the positive results of 
individuals working together. One 

individual’s actions when added 
to others can truly lead to massive 
strides towards improving the earth, 
honoring the ancestors of these 
lands, and carrying our future gener-
ations forward. 

Belchertown Community 
Energy Choice Aggregation 

Program update
Earth Day is the perfect time to 

consider your carbon footprint. One 
of the easiest ways to reduce your 
household’s carbon emissions is to 
source your electricity supply from a 
100% renewable energy provider. 

The Belchertown Community 
Energy Choice aggregation program 
will allow National Grid customers 
to do just that. Mailers on town let-
terhead will be going out in April to 
customers being supplied electrici-
ty through National Grid, informing 
them of their energy options under 
this new program developed by the 
Town. 

The “Belchertown Standard” 
enrollment choice provides 10% 
more renewable energy content than 
the state requirement, while the 
“Belchertown 100” option allows 
residents to select a 100% renewable 
energy supply, both at rates lower 
than the current and annual average 
National Grid supply rates. Be on 
the lookout for the mailer, announce-
ments on public meetings, and infor-
mation packages in various Town 
locations.  

Visit BelchertownEnergyChoice.
com for program overview and 
details. It’s never been easier to 
choose 100% renewable energy and 
reduce your bills at the same time.

BELCHERTOWN –  P lease 
join Belchertown Animal Relief 
Committee on Saturday, April 6 from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Jabish Brook Middle 
School, 62 North Washington St. for 
its 8th Annual BARC Craft Fair

There will be over 60 local arti-
sans displaying their crafts. Roosters 
Roaming Cantina will also be there 
at 11 a.m. for lunch. 

Oliver,  Belcher town Pol ice 
Department’s Comfort Dog will be 

there with Officer Austin. There will 
also be BARC swag, dog tails, catnip 
fish toys plus much more – there will 
be something for everyone. 

EARTH DAY from page 1

BARC holds 8th Annual Craft Fair on April 6
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Specials April 3 – April 9
Sweet Grape Tomatoes Pint Size . . .  . . . 2 for $5
Seedless Cucumbers Hot House . . . . . 2 for $3
Cantaloupes Large Size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99 ea.

Fresh Green Beans  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.99 lb.

Locally Grown 
Yukon Gold Potatoes 5lb Bag . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99
Brussels Sprouts . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.99 lb.

Boar’s Head FireSmith Chicken . . .  $11.99 lb.

Boar’s Head Pepper Jack Cheese . . .  $7.99 lb.

Pretty Smiling
Pansies & Violas
Pots, Bowls and Packs

Sunny 
Sunflower 
Bouquets

SOLAR SPECIALS 
IN THE GREENHOUSE

Solar Themed 
Garden Art

10% OFF
Solar Garden Stakes, 

Bird Baths,
Wind Chimes, 

Wall Art & Spinners

$9.99$9.99

Celebrate With 
Elsie’s Creamery 

“Dark Side 
Of The Moon” 

Ice Cream
Full Half Gallons

$9.99 Save $2
April 3 - 9

April 8, 2024 
The Great 

North American 
Solar Eclipse

93% Of The Sun 
Will Be Blocked In 

Western Massachusetts
Visible From 

2:13pm to 4:37pm
View Safely With Special Eye Protection

Colorful Tulips $8.99$8.99 Bunch

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Inaugurated by the Academy 
of American Poets in 1996, 
National Poetry Month is the 
largest literary celebration in the 
world.  

To commemorate the art 
of poetry, six unique piec-
es of work have been donated 
by Quabbin Art Association 
members Virginia Bard, Nancy 
Birmingham, Elaine Darr-
Morton, Anna Jacke, Sarah 
Madison and Randi Shenkman. 
They will be on display during 
the month of April at the Clapp 
Memorial Library, 19 South 
Main St. 

Poets and writers are invited 
to view their work and compose 
a poem in response to one piece 
that calls to their literary talents. 
All poetry entries must be origi-
nal and unpublished and should 
be submitted to the library no 
later than noon on April 30.  

Each entry must include the 
author’s name, e-mail address, 
phone number, mailing address, 

and title of the poem being sub-
mitted. The contest allows for 
only one poetry entry per person. 

A poem cannot be submitted 
for more than one piece of work 
on display.   

Each artist will select one 
winning poem and the poets will 
be notified by May 5. Winning 
poems will be on display at 
Clapp Memorial Library from 
May 6 through 16.  

The poets will be award-
ed their prize at the Quabbin 
Art Association meeting on 
Thursday, May 16 at 7 p.m. at 
the St. Francis Parish Center, 
Lower Level, 12 Park St. 

About QAA
The Quabbin Art Association 

was founded in 2016, with a 
goal of providing education, 
support, and opportunity for 
local artists, and to promote 
community interest and appreci-
ation in the visual arts. For more 
information, visit www.quabbin-
artassociation.com.          

Celebrating National Poetry Month 2024
This photo shows a partial display of the Quabbin Art Association’s display at the Clapp Memorial Library. “ART meets POETRY” can be 
viewed April 1-30.

“Seeds of the Sun” by Anna Jacke is one of the art pieces 
displayed by Quabbin Art Association at the Clapp Memorial 
Library.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Nancy Birmingham’s painting will be displayed through April 30.

Poets and writers are invited to view the work displayed by 
Quabbin Art Association members and compose a poem in 
response to one piece that calls to their literary talents. 
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LETTER

❚ OPINION 

The Sentinel is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, Inc., 

24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax  (413) 289-1977.

Sentinel
TEAM

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
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KEITH TURLEY
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DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

@ The Sentinel

WEB
www.sentinel.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.
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Maureen
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Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or 
more out from the election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and uncontested races 
are asked to submit their statements to the edi-
tor to include only biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of candidacy inside the 
four weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising representatives. 

We also do not allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political parties in state-
ments of candidacy, nor do we publish for free 
any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 
words from supporters endorsing specific candi-
dates or discussing campaign issues are limited 
to three total per author during the election 
season. No election letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. We reserve the 
right to edit all statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Election Policy 

To the editor,

In June we will be asked to approve the 
spending of about $120 million dollars (or 
$20,000 per family) on a replacement for 
the Jabish Brook Middle School building. 

In order to be an informed voter, please 
attend a public meeting April 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

at JBMS school. The Selectboard, Finance 
Board, and the School Committee will all 
be in attendance.

(Note that this is separate from the pub-
lic hearing on the FY25 School budget 
April 10, 6 p.m. at the CHCS auditorium.)

Mike Hofler
Belchertown

When should we claim 
Social Security?

Dear Rusty:
I am almost 63 and my husband will be 61 soon and 

we are looking to see when our best time would be to 
start our Social Security benefits. 

We would like to know if one of us qualifies for 
benefits from a previous marriage from 1984 to 1995. 
And we are wondering if I can start drawing at age 65, 
in two years or if it is better that I wait until 67 because 
my spouse is two years younger than me. Also, if I were 
to continue working limited hours after 65, what would 
my earning limit be? 

Signed: Almost Ready

Dear Almost Ready: 
The first thing to understand is that Full Retirement 

Age for both of you is 67. If either of you claim before 
that, your monthly benefit amount will be permanently 
reduced and, because you are working, you will be sub-
ject to Social Security’s “earnings test.” 

If you claim your benefit at age 65 your monthly pay-
ment will be about 87% of what you would get if you 
claimed at age 67. If your husband claims at age 62, his 
benefit will be about 70% of his FRA amount. 

The only way to get 100% of the benefit you’ve 
each earned from a lifetime of working is to claim at 
your FRA. You can choose to claim at age 65 as long 
as you’re comfortable with the benefit reduction which 
will occur and as long as your annual work earnings do 
not significantly exceed the earnings limit for that year. 
In any case, when each of you claims will not affect the 
other’s retirement benefit amount.  

Social Security’s “earnings test” for those claiming 
before FRA sets a limit for how much can be earned 
before some or all benefits are taken away. The earnings 
limit for 2024 is $22,320, but it changes yearly. If you 
claim early benefits and your work earnings exceed that 
year’s limit, Social Security will take away $1 in bene-
fits for every $2 you are over the limit. 

They take away by withholding future benefits long 
enough to recover what you owe for exceeding the 
limit. If you significantly exceed the annual earnings 
limit, you may be temporarily ineligible to receive SS 
benefits until you either earn less or reach your FRA.

The earnings test no longer applies after you reach 
your FRA. I cannot predict what the earnings limit will 
be two years from now, but it will be more than the 
2024 limit and published at that time. FYI, in the year 
you turn 67 your pre-FRA earnings limit will be much 
higher and when you reach your FRA the earnings test 
no longer applies.  

Regarding your previous marriage, you cannot 
receive spousal benefits from an ex-spouse while you 
are currently married. But when to claim may also be 
influenced by whether either you or your current spouse 
will get a spousal benefit from the other. If the FRA 
(age 67) benefit amount for one of you is more than 
twice the other’s FRA entitlement, the one with the 
lower FRA amount will get a ”spousal boost” to their 
own amount when both of you are collecting. 

Spouse benefits reach maximum at one’s FRA, but 
each person’s personal SS retirement amount will con-
tinue to grow if not claimed at FRA. Waiting past FRA 
to claim allows the SS retirement benefit to grow by 8% 
per year, up to age 70. 

So, with an FRA of 67, claiming at age 70 will yield 
a payment 24% higher than the FRA amount, 76% 
more than the age 62 amount and about 37% more than 
the age 65 amount. But waiting beyond FRA is only 
smart if financially feasible and life expectancy is at 
least average about 84 and 87 respectively for a man 
and woman your current ages. And, as a general rule, 
if one’s spousal benefit at FRA (50% of their partner’s 
FRA entitlement) is highest, then that spouse should 
claim at FRA to get their maximum benefit. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Resident urges attendance at meeting about new JBMS building

Asparagus plants- upkeep, 
harvest and oddities

It was so much fun to be outdoors on 
Easter Sunday.  

I enjoyed just sitting on the deck, talking 
with family and moseying around the yard 
while the little kids enjoyed an Easter egg 
hunt. It’s funny that being outside is one of 
those things that once you do it, you want to 
do it more often.  

It got me thinking of some of the tasks 
back home I have to do to get the gardens 
ship-shape.

One of the tasks concerns my asparagus 
bed. The grocery stores are teasing us lately, 
with spears from Mexico making an appear-
ance in the sales circular.  

I usually hold off buying it, preferring 
my home-grown to anything store-bought. I 
never did get to cut back the foliage in the 
fall after the first frost.  

Presently, its laying down in the beds, 
making a catch-all for leaves. I’ll to get in 
there with a pair of sharp clippers, cutting 
away the foliage, then with a rake to further 
tidy up.  

Once complete, I’ll sprinkle lime on the 
beds, followed by some compost, since 
asparagus prefers fertile soil on the alkaline 
side.  

It’ll be a few weeks still before the spears 
start to poke through the surface. Since my 
beds are several years old at this point, I will 

be able to harvest for a good eight weeks.  
Be on the look-out for the asparagus bee-

tle midstream and the black eggs that are 
laid horizontally shortly thereafter, usually 
apparent on the upper portion of the spears. 
I monitor my beds often and flick the bugs 
into a yogurt container of soapy water while 
squishing the eggs in-situ.  

I don’t do more than that in terms of pest 
control and I’m able to keep populations 
down.  

Weeds are another foe. It’s important to 
keep the beds weeded – especially free of 
perennial grasses, and you will likely have 
a productive asparagus patch for decades to 
come.

I usually harvest asparagus with a knife, 
so that the cut is clean. If the spear has got-
ten a bit too tall, but the buds haven’t opened 
too much, I will still harvest it at the appro-
priate length of 6-8” long, and cut the rest of 
the stem off at ground level.  

If the buds have opened and are too far 
gone to be edible (at least in terms of look-
ing like traditional asparagus) I will just 
allow the foliage to grow, figuring that the 
photosynthesizing will benefit the roots in 
the long run, just as later foliage does after 
the harvest period is over. I usually let really 
skinny spears go to foliage as well – they are 
usually kind of tough.  

Speaking of tough, what about those real-
ly thick spears, the kind that are “thumb-
thick?” 

If you notice the base of these spears to 
be woody and tough in appearance, get out 
the potato peeler and remove the outer skin, 
revealing a much more tender interior por-
tion. An old friend taught me this trick, and 
it works out pretty well. 

I’d be in remiss if I didn’t address the 
stinky smell associated with eating aspara-
gus. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Please see GARDEN, page 14
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• All leftovers must go - No hidden fees
• All new 2022s are less than invoice
• Great Deals on all 2024 trailers
• Family Owned & Operated for 60 Years
• Open House Discounts on parts & accessories
• Saturdays - April 6 & 13 - 8am to 5pm
• Sundays - April 7 & 14 - 10am to 5pm
• Daily Door Prizes
• Flippin’ The Bird BBQ Food Truck 

Breakfast & Lunch Saturdays April 6 & 13 
Lunch Sundays April 7 and 14

• The deals continue 
from April 6 through April 14 -  
Monday-Saturday 8am to 5pm

MANNS RV - OPEN HOUSE!
52 Barre Paxton Road, Rutland, MA • mannsrv.com • 508-886-4745 (voice or text)

BUY NOW 
TO ENJOY

THIS 
SUMMER!

APRIL 6 & 7
APRIL 13 & 14

FLIPPIN’ 
THE BIRD 
BBQ FOOD 

TRUCK

BELCHERTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
FISCAL YEAR 2025 BUDGET PRESENTATION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Belchertown School Committee will hold a Public Hearing on 

Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., 
to present the FY 2025 School Department Budget. 

The public is invited to attend the presentation, which will be 
held in the Chestnut Hill Community School Auditorium.  

Members of the Public can access the meeting via live stream.  
Link will be located at www.belchertownps.com 

under the School Committee link at the top of the page 
beside the Agenda for this meeting.

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10TH  AT 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• BELCHERTOWN •

29 Chestnut Drive    BELCHERTOWN, MA
                                                           To be Sold on the Premises 

7 ROOM / 4 BEDROOM
2 STORY

COLONIAL STYLE HOME
WITH

TWO CAR BUILT-IN GARAGE

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Talia K. Williams

Of the firm of Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury & Murphy, P.C.
One Monarch Place, Springfield, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Cash or Certified Funds.

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

FEATURES: 
• 2 Story Colonial Style Home • ±1 Acre of Land •

• Total of (7) Rooms w/ (4) Bedrooms & (2½) Baths •
• ±2,512 S/F of Gross Living Area •  Oil FWA Heat • 

• Full Basement • Hardwood & Carpeted Floors • 
• Fireplace • Vinyl & Brick Veneer Exterior •  

• Parcel ID: 254-44.67 a/k/a 12-81 •
★ Two Car Built-In Garage  ★ 

G R A N B Y  –  C F C E  P r e s c h o o l 
Playgrounds are held on Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10:30-11:30 a.m. at the Granby 
Free Public Library, 297 East State St. 

Drop in and join this free playgroup, 
where you and your child (birth to 5 years 
old) can enjoy playtime, an activity and 
story circle time with Marti. 

There is no Playgroup when Granby 
schools are closed, including school vacation 
weeks. Saturday Playgroup is held once per 

month. 
On April 12 at 11 a.m. join the drop-in 

Family Friday program during The Week 
of the Young Child. Meet friendly Granby 
Firefighters and create your own family fire 
safety plan with their help. 

Climb on the firetruck too (if the truck is 
available).

A Pre-K and Kindergarten Readiness 
Event with the CFCE will be held on April 
24 from 2:30-4 p.m. There will be informa-

tion tables and activities (2:30 p.m.) that will 
help prepare your children for preschool and 
kindergarten. Followed by lively songs with 
Liam Hurley (3-3:45 p.m.) No registration 
required.

 Playgroups are made possible with 
funding from a Coordinated Family and 
Community Engagement grant from the 
MA Department of Early Education and 
Care, administered by the Collaborative for 
Educational Services.

GFPL offers April 
school vacation fun

GRANBY – Stop by the Granby Free 
Public Library, 297 East State St. during 
school vacation week for a number of fun 
activities.

Lego Free Build
A Lego Free Build will be held on 

Wednesday, April 17 at 11 a.m. Bring 
your imagination and build away with our 
extensive collection of Lego. This drop-in 
activity is for ages 4 and up. 

Spring Scavenger Hunts!
Try the library’s “I Spy” Mini Fairy 

Garden Tank through April. During the 
week of April 17-19 join the “Outdoor 
Fairy Find” and find four fairies hiding in 
outdoor garden and fill out their names on 
the find sheet.

The form you fill out from each activity 
is a raffle ticket for a fairy garden basket.

Puppet show
Fairies of the Season Puppet Show 

Thursday, April 18 at 11 a.m. Every sea-
son has unique qualities: the trees look 
different, different kinds of plants are 
growing, and people wear and do different 
things. 

In this magical show, each season has 
its own fairy that takes care of changing 
the natural world accordingly. This puppet 
show is for ages 2-7 and pre-registration 
is required.

All library programs are free of charge 
and open to the public. Call the library 
at 413-467-3320 during open hours for 
more information and to pre-register for 
programs.

Upcoming CFCE Preschool Programs at the library
❚ GRANBY 

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

EASTHAMPTON – bankESB recently promoted Seth Clark to 
wire transfer officer, based in the 36 Main St., Easthampton office.

Clark, of Westfield, has 11 years of banking experience and 
has held a variety of positions since joining bankESB in 2013, 
including wire transfer manager, assistant branch manager, 
personal banker, and senior teller. He holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Westfield State College. 

Outside of work, Clark has been a part-time church organist 
in Westhampton and Holyoke for 20 years. 

For more information, visit bankHFG.com. Seth Clark

bankESB promotes Clark 
to Wire Transfer Officer

BELCHERTOWN – Crafters and ven-
dors are sought for the American Cancer 
Society, Quaboag Relay for Life’s 3rd 
Annual Spring Craft/Vendor Fair to be held 
on Saturday, June 8 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on 
the Common, Routes 9 and 202.

All proceeds from the fair will benefit 
the American Cancer Society, Relay for 
Life. 

For crafter/vendor selling information, 
please contact Vicki McAndrew by email at 
sv_jewelry@charter.net. 

Vendors wanted for Relay for Life craft/vendor fair

Annual poster 
contest announced

BELCHERTOWN – The Friends of 
the Belchertown Fair are kicking off 
the annual poster contest. 

The theme of the 165th Fair is 
“Barn in the USA” Selected artwork 
will be used on posters advertising 
this year’s fair. Anyone 18 years and 
younger is welcome to enter.

Entries should be submitted on an 
8 ½ by 11 inch sheet of paper and 
artwork must include the following 
information: “165th Belchertown 
Fair”, “Barn in the USA” and 
“September 20-22, 2024.”  On the 
back of the poster, please include: 
name, address, phone number, age, 
grade level, and if applicable your 
school or organization.

Deadline for submission is April 
28. Entries can be mailed to: Friends 

Please see CONTEST, page 8
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 413-283-8393
to advertise your business here

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of March 20 through March 26. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 391 calls police respond-
ed to, there were eight incidents, seven 
accidents, seven arrests/summons and 43 
citations.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

Thursday, March 21
3:32 p.m. – An 18-year-old Billerica man 

was arrested on domestic assault and bat-
tery.

Friday, March 23
6:20 p.m. – A 48-year-old Ware woman 

was placed into protective custody. An offi-
cer responded to an area for a wellbeing 
check. There was a person with no shoes or 
coat walking along the road. They claimed 
an acquaintance made them leave a vehicle. 
They smelled like an alcoholic beverage. 
They were having a hard time recalling 
events. Someone present told the officer 
about a road rage incident that turned into 
a physical altercation. The person reported 
they were pushed out of a car. Belchertown 
Fire Department was contacted to evaluate 
the person. The person was later transport-
ed to the hospital. 

A 64-year-old Ware man was arrested on 
domestic assault and battery. 

Saturday, March 23
2:35 a.m. – A 27-year-old Wilbraham 

woman was issued a summons for oper-
ating with a suspended license. An offi-
cer saw a parked vehicle with two people 
inside. The officer contacted the occupants. 
They provided their license, and it was 
determined the person had a suspended 
license. The operator said they would have 
thought that would have been corrected. A 
citation was issued. 

10:12 p.m. – John B. Drake, 23, 10 
Highmoor Drive, Wilbraham, was arrested 
on charges of operating under the influence 
of alcohol, negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle and a marked lanes violation. An 
officer went to the area of Mill Valley Road 

after multiple reports of a two-vehicle head 
on collision. Upon their arrival, the officer 
saw two damaged vehicles it was consistent 
with slightly head on collision. All three 
people in the second vehicle were trapped 
and needed to be rescued by Belchertown 
Fire Department.  Non-life-threatening 
injuries were reported. The operator of the 
first vehicle didn’t know what happened. 
They had bloodshot, glassy eyes and strong 
odor of alcohol. A field sobriety test was 
administered. The person was charged 
accordingly.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS

Wednesday, March 20
8:43 p.m. – An officer spoke with person 

about child a custody agreement. 

Thursday, March 21
6:14 a.m. – An officer responded to 

Stebbins Street for a report of an injured 
deer that was struck by a motor vehicle. 
The deer attempted to cross Stebbins Street 
when it was struck by a vehicle. The deer 
needed to be euthanized. The DPW was 
contacted to remove the deer. 

Thursday, March 22
7:21 p.m. – An officer took a report 

of fraud. A resident reported their bank 
account showed transactions they didn’t 
make. Their cell phone was linked to the 
account through Apple Pay. The bank is 
investigating the matter.  

Friday, March 23
10:22 a.m. – A Jabish Street business 

owner reported their solar lights on their 
sign were stolen. The person noticed them 
missing the other day. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

8:05 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident. A vehicle traveling through rows 
of parking spots at a George Hannum Road 
business. The vehicle drove straight into a 
tree that was at the border of the parking 
lot. No injuries were reported and no tow 
was needed. 

Saturday, March 24
2:35 a.m. - A vehicle traveling south on 

Franklin Street around Depot Street struck 
a guard rail. The operator said they didn’t 
see the curve due to the rainy conditions. 
There was damage to the right-side fend-
er of the vehicle, and it was unable to be 
driven from the scene, it was towed. No 
injuries were reported. 

4:19 a.m. – An officer responded to a 
Federal Street apartment complex for a 
report of a vehicle stuck in the mud. There 
were three people attempting to remove 
the vehicle, they said they were driving the 
vehicle on the lawn when it was stuck. The 
matter was documented due to property 
damage. 

Saturday, March 23
9:24 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on George Hannum Road. A vehi-
cle traveling east on George Hannum Road 
lost control on a large patch of ice. The 
vehicle got stuck in a ditch. The vehicle 
remained operational and was able to be 
driven from the scene. 

Monday, March 25
1:10 p.m. – An officer responded to 

an accident on Warren Wright Road and 
Orchard Road. An operator was backing up 
to a house and due to a trailer was unable 
to have clear view and struck a second 
vehicle. 

5:38 p.m. – An officer responded to 
Chauncey Walker Road for a report of a 
rabid raccoon in a resident’s yard. The ani-
mal appeared drunk. Belchertown Animal 
Control was contacted and advised the ani-
mal was euthanized. 

5:54 p.m. – Belchertown emergency 
communications got multiple 911 calls 
reporting a vehicle engulfed in flames. 
While in route, officers were updated that 
the fire spread to embankment and melted 
wires attached to a house. A brush fire was 
also ignited. Belchertown Fire Department 
began to extinguish the vehicle, which was 
a converted camper van. The owner said 
they were working on the engine when 
it exploded into flames. The vehicle was 
extinguished and there was no noticeable 
damage to the residence. 

Tuesday, March 26
4:41 p.m. – An officer on patrol on Gulf 

Street around Knight Street met a person to 
recover a vehicle. Belchertown Police con-
tacted by Hadley Police who took a report 
stolen car from British Colombia, Canada. 
The person would meet in an agreed loca-
tion to turn the car over. They located the 
vehicle, and a tow company was contacted. 
An inventory of the vehicle was done, and 
Hadley Police were contacted. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 130 calls for the 
week of March 22 through March 28. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. The Granby Police 
Department provides all information.

Saturday, March 23
1:32 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

performed a random registration query. It 
was discovered that the registered owner of 
the vehicle had a suspended Massachusetts 
driver’s license. The vehicle was stopped 
and the registered owner was operating. The 
operator was issued a criminal citation for 
operating with a suspended driver’s license.

Sunday, March 24
9:58 a.m. –  A motorist reported striking a 

deer. There were no injuries.
4:17 p.m. – Several callers reported a 

two-car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries.

Tuesday, March 26
10:03 a.m. –  While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a high 
rate of speed. Radar confirmed that the vehi-
cle was traveling at 60 mph in 35 mph zone. 
The vehicle was stopped and the operator 
was issued a civil citation for speeding.

Wednesday, March 27
12:18 p.m. – Detail officers reported a 

two-car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries.

Thursday, March 28 
1:27 p.m. – A motorist reported a minor 

two-car accident in the parking lot. There 
were no injuries or damage to either vehicle.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY 

of the Belchertown Fair, Inc., 18 
Wilson Road, Belchertown MA 
01007 and become the property of 
Friends of the Belchertown Fair. 

Winners will receive a cash prize, 
a wristband for Friday night, and a 
copy of their poster. For questions, 
please email friendsofbtownfair@
gmail.com.

CONTEST from page 7
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS .

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 4/4/24-4/11/24

$179

lb
USDA INSP. 
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .....$249

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

BABY BACK RIBS 
in BBQ SAUCE ...............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

SNOW CRAB 
CLUSTER .........................................

69¢
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
SAHN’S OFF THE BONE HAM $299

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$399

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
GOAT MEAT ............................$699

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

CHICKEN BREAST 
w/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE ............ lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
lb

BEEF T’BONE
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$699

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$888
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS ........................

$899
lb

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

away in 2009 at the age of 52. 
Prior to the performance of the 

tribute piece, there was a time for 
a few people who had been close 
to Armstrong to share memories 
of him.

M i k e  B a u e r ,  r e t i r e d 
Belchertown High School Band 
Director, pointed out that not all 
of the student performers that 
night had even been born when 
Armstrong passed. Nevertheless, 
“he had a hand in all these people 
being onstage because of the pro-
gram he helped build,” Bauer said.

He recalled seeing the impact 
Armstrong was having on the 
town from his very first year as 
BHS band director in 1985. 

“On the high school level where 
I was, I saw all these wonderful 
saxophone players who just loved 
music and were really good musi-
cians,” he said. “Even though I 
didn’t have much to do with Lloyd 
that first year, it was evident what 
kind of teacher he was.”

That next summer, Bauer 
recalled, “we had the inaugu-
ral rehearsal of the Belchertown 
Community Band, and 18 peo-
ple showed up; three of them 
were Eleanor, Glenn and Lloyd 
Armstrong,” illustrating that 
Lloyd’s love for music and for 
the community were nurtured and 
shared by his mother and brother.

“Lloyd came to that first 
rehearsal, and he was absolutely 
hooked,” Bauer said, and went on 
to share how that passion drove 
him to constantly volunteer for the 
group and eventually become its 
president. “He just put so many 
hours into community band, he 
wouldn’t even ask people for 
help,” Bauer said.

He also praised Armstrong’s 
humility, “If he would see this, 
he’d probably say, ‘Why are you 
making this fuss about me?”’ 
Bauer said. “That’s the type of 
person Lloyd Armstrong was.”

Mary Ellen Miller also shared 
about her close friendship with 
Armstrong and their shared 
appreciation for Japanese music. 
She related how Armstrong had 
played a key role in organizing 
a visit of Japanese musicians to 
Belchertown in the early 1990s, a 
trip that would help to form a life-
long bond across continents. 

S h e  s a i d  i t  h a d  b e e n 
Armstrong’s generosity that stood 
out most to a visiting teacher, so 
much so that they “wanted to cre-
ate a piece that he could play” on 
the traditional shakuhachi flute, 
she said. That sparked a passion 
in Armstrong: Before the visiting 
teacher left, Armstrong “had his 
first lesson in my house, and that 
was it, he just became the most 
dedicated shakuhachi student,” 
Miller said.

Somehow, the ever-giving edu-
cator continued to make time for 
this new musical instrument, and 
the human connections that came 
with it. 

“It was just magic. A delegation 
came from Hokkaido, we played 
at the State House, we played 
every Japanese festival, any time 
there were dignitaries or musi-
cians…he would be there, playing 
with them,” Miller said.

This passion culminated in an 
opportunity for Armstrong to trav-
el to Japan with Miller. “That’s 
when I was really moved by how 
much Lloyd felt so at home,” 
she said. “They just loved him. 
The musicians loved him. Our 
teacher’s mother called him her 
American son.”

When they came back, Miller 
said, Armstrong aided an effort to 
found a local chapter of the glob-
al Shakuhachi Society, deciding 
to name the group “Long River,” 
after the English translation of 
“Connecticut” from its native 
Algonquian language. “‘We’re all 
connected by rivers and water,’” 

Miller recalled Armstrong saying 
of the name.

“He made a big impression on 
the musicians in Hokkaido as well 
as the students here,” she said.

BHS alumnus Jason Krol also 
spoke to his memories of his for-
mer teacher and friend. He started 
by recognizing the significance of 
the evening’s focus on Armstrong. 
“This is a long time coming and 
I’m glad that we’re finally doing 
it,” he said.

“Lloyd was an extremely tal-
ented musician, as I think you 
can gather from hearing from 
Mike and from Mary Ellen,” 
Krol said, highlighting the fact 
that Armstrong had received 

his degree from the prestigious 
Berkley College of Music in 
Boston. 

“It was clear to anyone who 
knew him that he loved music,” 
he said. “He truly enjoyed sharing 
that love with his students.”

Krol  recalled once being 
asked by Armstrong to fill in as a 
drummer for a band he had been 
involved with. “Very humbling to 
be asked,” Krol said. “Meant a lot 
to think that he felt that I had what 
it took.”

Krol also spoke to some of the 
things that made Armstrong the 
unique individual that he was. “He 
was a seeker of knowledge. He 
was also an avid photographer.” 

He said that this passion, like 
his many others, was indicative 
of his dedication in all walks of 
life. “It wouldn’t be out of char-
acter for Lloyd to get up at 2 a.m., 
if necessary, to photograph an 
astronomical event…and he’d still 
come in bright and early the next 
morning at 7 a.m.”

JBMS Band Director Corrie 
Smith shared that Armstrong con-
tinued to have an impact on the 
program to this day. 

“ I  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  L l o y d 
Armstrong, but I do feel his pres-
ence in my band room,” she said.

ARMSTRONG from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY NICK BOONSTRA
Band Director Corrie Smith addresses the audience between performances.

Belchertown High School alumnus Jason Krol shares memories of the late Lloyd 
Armstrong.

The Seventh Grade Percussion Ensemble opened the night with a performance of “Crazy Train”.
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SENTINEL

$750 OFF
MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC 
DUCTLESS MINI SPLIT

Medical Transportation Drivers Needed

The Belchertown Senior Center is looking for drivers for their 
Medical Transportation Program. This program transports older 
adult residents to their medical appointments within the town as 
well as surrounding communities. Drivers use their own vehicle 

and are paid $13.50/hour plus mileage.

A valid driver’s license, reliable vehicle, a good driving record 
and reliability are required. If you would like to join our team, 
please complete an application online at www.belchertown.org/

human_resources or email jobs@belchertown.org 
for more information. Applications will be accepted 

until positions are filled. An EEO employer.

never walk again, could never run in the 
Boston Marathon. Ten years later he did his 
first marathon, and now he’s upwards over 
30 marathons.”

Williams received a message from 
Ripley, who he knows through Team Hoyt, 
asking if he would serve as his guide run-
ner for this year’s marathon only days 
before being interviewed for this article on 
March 11.

“I jumped on it immediately,” Williams 
said. “Being that it’s his race, it’s not my 
race, so being able to be there to help him 
and be his support is incredible.” Williams 
also shared that, after his last Boston 
Marathon in 2017, he had decided that he 
would not run the race again unless he was 
running in a support capacity with someone 
else.

Williams’ own path to being a guide 
runner this year is itself an inspiring one. 
Similarly to Ripley, a car accident changed 
Williams’ life when he was 21, cutting 
short what had looked at the time to be a 
burgeoning hockey career. 

But seeing the perseverance of Dick and 

Rick Hoyt inspired Williams to take up 
running less than a year after his injury. 
Despite not considering himself a talented 
runner, Williams has since completed over 
20 marathons and eight Ironman triathlons, 
fueled by a desire to support causes like 
Team Hoyt and demonstrate to others that 
they too can overcome adversity.

“I don’t do it for myself, I don’t do it 
to go out and win, I don’t do it to get per-
sonal bests,” Williams said of his running 
endeavors. “All the big events that I take 
part in are either fundraisers, they’re for a 
cause, they’re for a charity.”

Gabrielle Cook - A family legacy
For Gabrielle Cook of South Hadley, this 

year’s Boston Marathon marks both a per-
sonal milestone and a family legacy. Cook 
is the youngest of 12 children in a family of 
runners, with a number of her siblings hav-
ing completed the Boston Marathon previ-
ously; at the same time, she has only just 
begun her own family, welcoming her son 
Oliver into the world within the past year.

“It’s kind of like a pivotal moment 
for me to also be running the Boston 
Marathon, so it’s very exciting,” Cook said. 

This year’s Boston Marathon will be 
Cook’s third marathon overall. She orig-
inally qualified for the 2023 race but 
deferred her entry until 2024 after becom-
ing pregnant. 

“Last year was the first year they were 
letting people who are pregnant defer just 
for that reason alone,” Cook said. “I was 
able to defer it either for this year or next 
year, and I was just like, let’s just do it.”

When it comes to running, Cook admits 
“it’s definitely a love-hate relationship” 
with the sport at times. Despite not feeling 
a strong love for it at first, she came to find 
over time that she preferred longer distanc-
es over the five kilometer races she would 
run as a high schooler.

“It’s been kind of an interesting journey, 
getting back into shape for it,” Cook said 
of her preparations since having her son. 
She’s even found ways to get him involved 
in the process, saying, “I’ve done a lot of 
my training runs with the stroller, pushing 
my son.”

Ultimately, one of the things Cook is 
looking forward to most is simply being 
a part of the grand event. “I’ve never even 
been to the Boston Marathon,” Cook said. 
“I’m very excited just to experience the 
crowd and things like that.”

Thomas Shea - Chasing a qualifier
This year’s Boston Marathon will also be 

the first for South Hadley’s Thomas Shea. 
Now 62, Shea began running relatively late 
in life at age 55, after his kids graduated 
from high school.

“Both of my kids ran track in high 
school, and my youngest daughter was 
graduating, so I figured it’d be a good 
chance to run with them one time,” he said. 
“My son had been doing the St. Patrick’s 
Day race [in Holyoke] for a few years at 
that point, and I wanted to give it a shot.”

From that point on, Shea came to love 
running, and got involved with the local 
running groups Run Your Health and 
Empire One Running Club. He said these 
groups had been important to him, not only 
in terms of the friendships he had formed, 
but also in opening the door to run in the 
marathon this year.

“They’re the ones that actually got me 
the bib for the Boston Marathon” Shea said 
of Empire One, explaining that they were 
able to secure an invitational entry for him. 
“My hope is to run a qualifying time in 
Boston, and qualify for Boston.”

Shea, who has completed one previ-
ous marathon, has been diligently training 
since December on an 18-week plan that 
has had him running up to 44 miles per 

week at peak levels before tapering down 
as the marathon nears. He is no strang-
er to Western Massachusetts road races, 
frequently participating in events like 
Thursday night races at Ashley Reservoir 
in Holyoke and the SnowStorm Classics at 
Forest Park in Springfield.

“I was thinking Boston was going to be 
OK for me to do,” said the quietly confi-
dent Shea.

Lindsay Smith - Community connection
For South Hadley resident Lindsay 

Smith, the community aspect of running 
has been always been the primary spark 
behind a running career stretching back 
over a decade. 

Smith, who was born and raised in 
Rhode Island before coming to Boston for 
college, first caught the running bug in 
2012 when his wife challenged him to join 
her on a half marathon shortly after gradu-
ating.

“I remember feeling extremely uncom-
fortable physically in that race,” Smith 
recalled. “I’m not sure what her own impe-
tus was for running the half marathon was, 
but she was definitely an inspiration.”

Despite the physical challenge of run-
ning, Smith stuck with it, drawn in by the 
social aspects of being part of run clubs 
and participating in the general culture of 
being a runner. Now, Smith has completed 
multiple Boston Marathons, and qualified 
with a time that will see him running with 
one of the first waves of the day in this 
year’s race.

“There was a huge community run-
ning scene in downtown Boston,” Smith 
reminisced, adding that he has found a 
similar sense of community in Western 
Massachusetts. “The ‘recreational runner’ I 
call it, which to me is not at all an insult…
that, I have found, lives in most places in 
the world.”

He said that connection was the thing 
that kept him involved when he first start-
ed, and that he has made sure he has stayed 
connected with groups as he has moved 
from place to place. 

“For me the most stable and consistent 
relationship I’ve had with running has been 
through your typical run club,” he said, 
naming City Sports and Marathon Sports as 
two such clubs he has been involved with.

“I can’t really call myself a true recre-
ational runner anymore,” Smith said, “but 
that was how my running was born.” 

Now, Smith wants to be able to lift up 
the community that has lifted him up so 
much. “Hopefully I’ve given a little back,” 
he said.

MARATHON from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – The St. Francis 
of Assisi Knights of Columbus Council 
10698 of Belchertown is again offering 
a scholarship to deserving high school 
graduating senior(s) who plan to continue 
their education at a college, university, 
trade school or other accredited post-high 
school institutions of higher learning, and 
as striven and demonstrated traits of the 
same principles of our order or charity and 
service to their school, faith, and commu-
nity.

The scholarship is being offered to 
applicants who are:

A graduating high school senior with a 
grade point average of 2.5 or higher (and 
either a Belchertown resident, or family 
member of a member of the St. Francis of 
Assisi Council #10698, or parishioner of 
a Catholic parish in the council’s general 
vicinity of Belchertown, Granby, and parts 
of Palmer and Ware) and

To use the awarded scholarship for pay-
ment of tuition to an institution of higher 
learning.

The application submittal deadline is 
postmarked no later than April 20.  No 
email submissions will be accepted.

Applications are available in area High 
School Guidance Offices, St. Francis 
Parish Church vestibule, or online at 
the Belchertown Knights website page 
at https://www.stfrancisbelchertown.
com/knights-of-columbus.  Notification 
of scholarship recipients will be in early 
June, either by following their high school 
scholarship awards presentation traditions 
or my email.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact the Council’s Scholarship 
Committee at kofcbelchertown@gmail.
com.

KofC offers scholarships for graduating seniors
❚ EDUCATION 

Golsa Rajaei named 
to Ohio University’s 
Dean’s List

ATHENS, OH – Ohio University 
College of Fine Arts student Golsa Rajaei 
of Amherst has been named to the fall 
2023 Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List recognizes undergrad-
uate students who complete a particular 
semester with a GPA between 3.5 and 
3.999 with a minimum of 12 credit hours 
attempted for letter grades that are used to 
calculate GPA.
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CHICOPEE – Last Thursday in the rain, 
Belchertown girls lacrosse visited the turf at 
Chicopee High School for a scrimmage. The 
Orioles and Chicopee braved the rain. The Orioles 
are scheduled to open the season on the road on 
April 4 at Wahconah at 4 p.m. Their home opener 
is on Wednesday, April 10 against Westfield at 4 
p.m.

Orioles get through 
weather in scrimmage

Veronica Dymkowski works on offense for the Orioles.

Izzy Haggerty winds up to throw on the run. Lia Pikul makes a pass on the run. Madysen LePage is pursued by the opposition.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMPioneers 
look to 
keep adding

LUDLOW – With about a 
month remaining until the reg-
ular season begins, the Western 
Mass. Pioneers got a look at 
their potential 2024 team in 
the Open Cup match, a loss, 
held two weeks ago. Now, the 
Pioneers will continue practice 
at Lusitano Stadium until they 
have a “friendly game” exhibi-
tion contest on May 10 against 
Third Eye FC. The home open-
er for the Pioneers will be on 
Thursday, May 18 against 
Pathfinder FC, a familiar oppo-
nent for the Pioneers.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY W
WW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Abdel Talabi settles the ball for the 
Pioneers.

Tomas Duben looks to get through an 
opponent during an Open Cup match.

Ben Awashie works on the offensive 
side of the field.

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE—The season open-
ing boys’ varsity volleyball match 
between the Granby Rams and 
the Holyoke Purple Knights was 
a very close affair from start to 
finish.  

With the score tied 6-6 in the 
fifth set, the Rams reeled off nine 
unanswered points giving them a 
hard fought 3-2 victory at John 
“Jinx” O’Connor Gymnasium, last 
Thursday night. 

“We lost eight players from 
last year’s team, so it’s pretty 
exciting to win our season open-
er with some new players,” said 
Granby senior co-captain Michael 
Swanigan. “I’m very happy with 
the way we played in tonight’s 
match.”  

The Rams, who captured the 
West League title with a perfect 
8-0 record a year ago, only have 
eight players listed on this year’s 
varsity roster. They won the first 
set, 25-14, the third set, 25-15, and 
the deciding set 15-6 in their sea-
son opening victory.

“I thought we played very well 
in our first match of the season,” 
said Granby head coach Chad 

Gagnon. “We’ve had some very 
good matches against Holyoke 
during the past couple of years. 
It’s a friendly rivalry.”  

The Purple Knights won the 
second and fourth sets. The score 
of those two sets were 25-15.   

“We did start off a little bit 
slowly, but we managed to bat-
tle back in the second and fourth 
sets,” said Holyoke assistant var-
sity coach Josh Abrams. “We 
still have some things we need to 
improve on, but I’m pleased with 
our overall effort. We’re hoping to 
have a very good season.”

The Purple Knights boys’ var-
sity volleyball coach is Paula 
Conway.   

While Holyoke High School has 
been playing volleyball for many 
years, this is Granby’s third season 
competing at the varsity level.   

The two teams split the season 
series a year ago. 

Granby celebrated a 3-1 win 
on their senior night before los-
ing ,3-0, on Holyoke’s senior night 
a week later. The Purple Knights 
also won the only meeting of the 
2022 campaign between the two 
squads by the final score of 3-1.

“We’ve been playing Holyoke 
since I was a sophomore and 

they’ve always been a very good 
volleyball team,” Swanigan said. 
“It was another exciting match 
tonight.”

Swanigan is planning to become 
a member of the first men’s vol-

leyball team at Curry College next 
fall. 

“I’m very excited about hav-
ing the opportunity to continue 
playing volleyball in college next 

Rams outlast Holyoke in opener

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jake Gagnon sets up a spike.

Nicolas Grandmont sails a spike 
through a Holyoke defender. 

Please see RAMS, page 12
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Pioneers getting set to face Sci-TechPioneers getting set to face Sci-Tech
PALMER – Earlier this week, 

the Pioneers baseball team con-
tinued its preparation for the 

upcoming regular season. The 
Pioneers are scheduled to travel 
to Sci-Tech on Monday, April 1 at 

4 p.m., then return home to face 
Smith Vocation on Friday, April 5 
at 3:30 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMPathfinder’s baseball team gathers at the start of practice.

The Pioneers practice their outfield 
work Monday afternoon.

A Pathfinder player makes a throw 
back to the infield after making a play.

A Pathfinder outfielder comes up 
throwing with the ball.

year,” Swanigan said. “I’m going to be 
the first boys’ volleyball player from 
Granby High School to play volleyball 
at the college level.”  

A couple of the Purple Knights 
standouts are senior co-captain 
Jeduar Colon, senior Adrain Centeno-
Fel ic iano,  and  junior  Michael 
Melendez.

Holyoke junior Nathan Jusino, who’s 
a setter, didn’t play in the season open-
ing match because of an injury. 

Granby sophomore Jake Gagnon, 
who’s also a co-captain, handled the 
serving duties at the end of the final 
set. Senior Nicolas Grandmont had a 
couple of blocks during that stretch and 
sophomore Braeden Gallagher added a 
kill, which helped the visiting team seal 
the deal. 

“I’m very proud of my team,” coach 
Gagnon said. “All of them are hard 
workers and they play volleyball all 
year long.” 

A Gagnon kill in the opening set 
gave his team an 8-4 advantage.

With Swanigan handling the serving 

duties, the Rams then rattled off the 
next eight points giving them a com-
fortable 16-4 lead and they took a 1-0 
lead in the match.

Just like Granby did in the first set, 
Holyoke served first in the second set 
and they raced out to an early 5-2 lead 
following a Colon kill. 

The home team kept the lead until 
the Rams went ahead for the only time 
at 15-14 with the help of a 4-0 spurt. 

The Purple Knights ended the sec-
ond set with an impressive 11-0 run. 
Centeno-Feliciano did the serving 
while Colon had a couple of kills. 

With freshman Nate Walsh doing 
the serving, the Rams scored the final 
seven points of the third set which 
gave his team a 2-1 overall lead in the 
match.  

The Purple Knights never trailed in 
the fourth set, and they forced the out-
come of the season opening match to 
be decided in the fifth set. 

The second meeting of the regu-
lar season between the two teams is 
scheduled to take place at Granby High 
School on May 6.

RAMS from page 11

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Braeden Gallagher goes for the spike.

Nate Walsh 
reaches out for 
the bump.

RICHMOND, Va. – For the 
41st time in his NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour career, Justin 
Bonsignore was celebrating in 
Victory Lane on Friday night. 

Bonsignore bested defending 
series champion Ron Silk in a 
final dash to the finish to score his 
second career Richmond Raceway 
victory and first of the 2024 sea-
son driving the No. 51 Modified 
for Kenneth Massa Motorsports.

Bonsignore started from the 
second spot, and swapped the lead 
back and forth with Silk for most 
of the race. But, the real battle 
started on the final restart, with 
just three laps to go, when Silk 
restarted first and Bonsignore sec-
ond. 

Bonsignore got behind Silk 
coming off turn two coming to the 
white flag and crossed underneath 
him going into turn three. The 
two drivers raced side-by-side for 
the final lap with Bonsignore on 
the bottom of Silk coming to the 
checkered flag, edging out for the 
win.

The victory - his 41st career 
- all driving for Kenneth Massa 
Motorsports - places Bonsignore 
just one win away from tying the 
late Ted Christopher for third all-
time on the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour wins list. He is 

also just three away from tying 
Reggie Ruggerio for second on 
the all-time list as the series heads 
for Thompson Speedway next 
weekend.

“The last restart went pret-
ty smooth, it was a wild finish,” 
Bonsignore said. “Ron and I have 
had a rivalry going and tonight 
was some good, hard racing. For 
150 laps, we just battled our guts 
out. Anytime our series gets to 
run at a NASCAR Cup Series 
venue - it’s huge. These facili-
ties are unbelievable and we’ve 
been able to win at a handful of 
them. The trophies definitely stay 
out front and center when you get 
home.”

The win came with Coastal 
Fiber LLC on the side of the 
Kenneth Massa Motorsports 
m a c h i n e .  C o a s t a l  F i b e r , 
LLC, a local Virginia busi-
ness that is a full service fiber 
optic construction and splic-
ing company, is  owned by 
Mark Langevin, the owner of 
Phoenix Communications Inc. 
– Bonsignore’s normal primary 
sponsor.

Justin will return to the track at 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park for the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour Icebreaker 150 on 
Sunday, April 7.

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 
Baseball League is looking to 
infuse new talent into its league 
for the 2024 season.

Registration for the 2024 sea-
son is now open and any inter-
ested players can go to www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org to get 
registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about 
the league. The league website 
will also be updated over the next 
month with information about the 
upcoming season.

There are many open roster 
spots available in the league for 
the 2024 season, which is ten-
tatively scheduled to begin on 

Sunday, April 21. The league 
plays most Sunday from late 
April through late August with 
playoffs following that. The 
league plays a 15-game sched-
ule and typically fields six teams 
each year. Games are usually 
played at 10 a.m. with fields in 
Easthampton and South Hadley 
normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is 
an all-abilities league and all are 
welcome to join. Eligibility is 
players who are age 28 and over. 
You must be 30 to be eligible to 
pitch in the league. Your age for 
eligibility is whatever age you 
will turn in 2024. The league is 

also able to entertaining taking in 
an entire group as a team to add 
to the league. Please email the 
league board for to inquire about 
entering a team.

The league is currently in 
the process of preparing for the 
2024 season and held a meet-
ing on March 24 to discussion 
plans for the upcoming season. 
The next meeting will be held 
after the league’s open practice 
for all players, including play-
ers interested in joining the 
league. The open practice will be 
at Beachgrounds Park in South 
Hadley at 10 a.m. on April 7.

Registration now open for Quabbin Valley baseball

Bonsignore picks up 
win ahead of Thompson 
Speedway return

WORCESTER  – Newfound-
land beat Worcester, 9-3, to pile 
more logs into the jam that has 
become the North Division play-
off race. After Saturday night’s 
various scores there are three 
teams tied for third place with 66 
points. They are Worcester, Trois-
Rivieres and Newfoundland.

Maine has 65 points but games 
in hand. Reading has 61 points.

“It was the worst game we’ve 
played all year, by far,” coach 
Jordan Smotherman said.

Isaac Johnson, just down from 
the AHL, registered a hat trick by 
scoring with five seconds left in 
the third period. He also had an 
assist. Neil Shea scored two goals 
for the Growlers.

The Railers got single goals 
from Brendan Robbins, Connor 
Welsh  and  Jake  P ivonka . 
Robbins’ was his first since Jan. 

5. Pivonka’s was his 20th. He is 
the first rookie in Railers history 
with a 20-goal season.

Newfoundland’s first eight 
goals were scored against John 
Muse, who faced a relentless 
onslaught of breakaways and 2 
on 1 rushes. After the eighth goal, 
which came at 4:44 of the third 
period, Smotherman pulled the 
veteran in favor of emergency 
backup Joe Spagnoli.

Until this season, the Railers 
had never used an EBUG in a 
game. It has happened twice this 
year with Joel Eisenhower tak-
ing over for Tristan Lennox in 
Reading on Dec. 15 after Lennox 
suffered what turned out to be a 
season-ending injury.

Spagnoli has served as a 
Railers, and opposition, EBUG 

Worcester Railers suffer 
loss to Newfoundland

Please see RAILERS, page 14
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Belchertown High School
   
BASEBALL   
Monday, April 1 Home Northampton 4:30 p.m.
Friday, April 5 Away Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Away Pittsfield 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Away Tantasqua 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home West Springfield 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Home Chicopee Comp 11 a.m.
Monday, April 22 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Away Holyoke 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Home Chicopee 4 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Home Amherst 5:30 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Chicopee Comp. 4 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Holyoke 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Agawam 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Away Chicopee 4 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE   
Thursday, March 28 Home Granby 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Home Smith Vocational 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Away Chicopee Comp 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Hoosac 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Away Lenox 4:30 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home South Hadley 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away McCann Tech 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Home Amherst 11 a.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Home Northampton 4:30 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Home Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Home Agawam 6:30 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Away Hoosac 4:30 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Lenox 6 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Away Northampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 11 Away Wahconah 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Pittsfield 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Pittsfield 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE   
Thursday, April 4 Away Wahconah 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home Westfield 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Away South Hadley 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home Tantasqua 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away West Springfield 11 a.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Wahconah 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Away Northampton 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Home Mt. Greylock 4:30 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Home South Hadley 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Westfield 4 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Home Amherst 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Wahconah 4 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Friday, May 10 Home Northampton 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Away Mt. Greylock 4:30 p.m.
Monday, May 20 Away Chicopee Comp 6:15 p.m.

SOFTBALL   
Monday, April 1 Home Athol 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Commerce 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Away Pathfinder 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Home Renaissance 3:30 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Away Commerce 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 13 Away SICS 11 a.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away Putnam 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Home Pope Francis 11 a.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Home Pathfinder 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Away Renaissance 4 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Home Putnam 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Home Tantasqua 4 p.m.
Friday, May 10 Home Amherst 4:30 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Hampden Charter 4 p.m.

BOYS TRACK   
Wednesday, April 3 Away Easthampton 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Away Hampshire 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Home South Hadley 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Away Monson 4:30 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Home TBD 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Palmer 4 p.m.

GIRLS TRACK   
Wednesday, April 3 Away Easthampton 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Away Hampshire 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Home South Hadley 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Away Monson 4:30 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Home TBD 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Palmer 4 p.m.

BOYS TENNIS   
Thursday, March 28 Away E. Longmeadow 5 p.m.
Monday, April 1 Home Amherst 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 3 Away Agawam 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Central 3:30 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Away West Springfield 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Away Ludlow 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 17 Home Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Home PVCIC 11 a.m.
Friday, April 19 Away Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Away Central 4 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Home Mt. Greylock 5 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Ludlow 4:30 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Lenox 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Chicopee 4 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Away Quaboag 4 p.m.

GIRLS TENNIS   
Thursday, March 28 Away East Longmeadow 3:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Away Northampton 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Away Agawam 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Holyoke 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home Ludlow 4:30 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Away South Hadley 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away Westfield 2 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Central 4 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Home Amherst 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Agawam 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Minnechaug 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Ludlow 4 p.m.
Friday, May 10 Home Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Lenox 6 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away West Springfield 4 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Home Northampton 5 p.m.

BOYS VOLLEYBALL   
Monday, April 1 Home Ludlow 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 3 Away Longmeadow 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Chicopee Comp 5 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Away Agawam 5:30 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Away Ware 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Home Putnam 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 17 Home Central 5 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Away Westfield 5:15 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Minnechaug 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Away West Springfield 6:15 p.m.
Saturday, April 27 Away Frontier 12:15 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Away Putnam 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Longmeadow 5:15 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Veritas Prep 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Frontier 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Home E. Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Athol 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Home Veritas Prep 6 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Away Central 5:15 p.m.

Granby High School
   
BASEBALL   
Friday, March 29 Home Smith Academy 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Home Mt. Greylock 4:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home South Hadley 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Away Greenfield 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home Ludlow 4:45 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Palmer 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Home Ware 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Monson 4 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Away Wahconah 4:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away South Hadley 4 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Home Hampshire 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Ludlow 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Away Palmer 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Monson 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Home SICS 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Away Pathfinder 3:30 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE   
Thursday, March 28 Away Belchertown 3:30 p.m.
Monday, April 1 Away Chicopee Comp 6:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Away McCann Tech 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Home Monson 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Away Central 7 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Home Northampton 5:30 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Away E. Longmeadow 5 p.m.
Saturday, April 20 Away South Hadley 10 a.m
Monday, April 22 Away Amherst 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Home Smith Vocational 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Away St. Mary’s 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home McCann Tech 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Away Monson 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Central 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Away Smith Vocational 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home St. Mary’s 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Home Hoosac 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE   
Monday, April 1 Away Monson 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Pittsfield 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 6 Away Northampton 12 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Amherst 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Away Chicopee Comp 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 17 Home McCann Tech 12 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Away Hoosac 12 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Lee 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Home Hampshire 4:30 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Amherst 4:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Chicopee Comp 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 4 Away Wahconah 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Hoosac 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 9 Away Lee 4 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Home Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Away McCann Tech 4 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Away South Hadley 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 20 Away Mt. Greylock 5 p.m.

SOFTBALL   
Tuesday, March 26 Home Chicopee 4 p.m.
Friday, March 29 Home Mahar 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Away SICS 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Palmer 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Home Southwick 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Home Smith Academy 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Ware 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away Smith Academy 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Holyoke 1 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Central 4 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Home SICS 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Away Palmer 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Away Southwick 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Ware 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Away Chicopee 7 p.m.
Thusday, May 9 Away Hopkins 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Holyoke 5 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Central 7 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Home Smith Vocational 4 p.m.

BOYS VOLLEYBALL   
Thursday, March 28 Away Holyoke 5 p.m.
Tuesday, April 2 Home Chicopee 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home Duggan 5:15 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Home Ware 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Away Athol 5:15 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Away Commerce 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Away Southwick 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Duggan 4 p.m.
Friday, April 19 Home Longmeadow 5:15 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Away Sci-Tech 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away SICS 5 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Away Ware 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home Commerce 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Putnam 6:15 p.m.
Friday, May 3 Away E.Longmeadow 6 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Holyoke 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Home Athol 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, May 15 Away Frontier 6 p.m.
Friday, May 17 Home Sci-Tech 6:15 p.m.

Pathfinder Regional High School
   
BASEBALL   
Monday, April 1 Away Sci-Tech 4 p.m.
Friday, April 5 Home Smith Vocational 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 10 Away SICS 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 Home Commerce 2 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Away Gateway 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Away Westfield Tech 4 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Home St. Mary’s 3:30 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Home Putnam 2 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30 Home Franklin Tech 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Quaboag 7:15 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away Smith Vocational 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8 Away St. Mary’s 4 p.m.
Friday, May 10 Home SICS 7:15 p.m.
Saturday, May 11 Away Monson 12 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Westfield Tech 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 16 Home Granby 3:30 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE (co-op with Monson) 
Tuesday, April 2 Away Lenox 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 4 Home St. Mary’s 4 p.m.
Monday, April 8 Away Granby 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Home McCann Tech 4 p.m.
Monday, April 15 Away Hoosac 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Home Pittsfield 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Northampton 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 Away Central 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 25 Away Smith Vocational 4 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Away St. Mary’s 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Home Granby 4 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Away McCann Tech 4 p.m.
Friday, May 10 Home Bay Path 5 p.m.
Saturday, May 11 Home Central 1 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Home Smith Vocational 4 p.m.

SOFTBALL   
Wednesday, April 3 Away Hampden Charter 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 9 Home Belchertown 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 11 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 16 Home North Brookfield 11 a.m.
Thursday, April 18 Away Commerce 4 p.m.
Monday, April 22 Home Putnam 2 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24 Home Renaissance 2 p.m.
Friday, April 26 Home Hampden Charter 3:30 p.m.
Monday, April 29 Away Belchertown 4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 1 Home Pope Francis 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 2 Home Quaboag 3:30 p.m.
Monday, May 6 Home Franklin Tech 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 7 Home Commerce 7 p.m.
Friday, May 10 Away Putnam 4 p.m.
Monday, May 13 Away Renaissance 4 p.m.
Tuesday, May 14 Away North Brookfield 3:30 p.m.

2024 SPRING VARSITY
SPORTS  SCHEDULE

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

 NOTICE OF INTENTION
OF SELECT BOARD 

TO LAY OUT 
A TOWN WAY AND 
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the 
provisions of General Laws, 
Chapter 82, Sections 21 
through 23, the Select Board 
of the Town of Belchertown 
intend to lay out as a town 
way, a certain street in 
Belchertown, MA identi-
fied as “Industrial Road” all 
Prepared for The Inhabitants 
of the Town of Belchertown, 
a “Street Acceptance Plan 
Industrial Road,” dated 
February 14, 2024, prepared 
by Sherman & Frydryk, Land 
Surveying & Engineering. 
This plan is available for 
inspection at the office of 
the Town Clerk, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall, Belchertown, 
Massachusetts.

You are invited to attend 
a public hearing to be held 
by the Select Board in the 
Select  Boards  Meet ing 
Room on the first floor of 
Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown, on 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 
7:03 p.m. The Select Board 
will determine the boundar-
ies and measurements of the 
ways, file the same in the 
office of the Town Clerk and 
submit the resulting layouts 
for acceptance at the next 
Town Meeting scheduled for 
Monday, May 13, 2024.

TOWN OF 
BELCHERTOWN
SELECT BOARD

Edward G. Boscher, 
Chairman

Ronald E. Aponte, 

Vice-Chairman
Margaret D. Louraine, Clerk
Jennifer D. Turner, Member

Lesa Lessard Pearson, 
Member 

03/28, 04/04/2024 

NOTICE OF INTENTION
OF SELECT BOARD 

TO LAY OUT 
A TOWN WAY AND 
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the 
provisions of General Laws, 
Chapter 82, Sections 21 
through 23, the Select Board 
of the Town of Belchertown 
intend to lay out as a town 
way, a certain street in 
Belchertown, MA identified 
as “Meadow Pond Road” all 
Prepared for The Inhabitants 
of the Town of Belchertown, 
a “Street Acceptance Plan & 
“As-Built” Conditions Plan, 
“Meadow Pond Road (and 
a portion of Jasons Way)” 
dated December 22, 2023, by 
Sherman & Frydryk, Land 
Surveying and Engineering, a 
Division of Hancock Survey 
Associates, Inc., and recorded 
with the Hampshire Registry 
of Deeds in Northampton, 
Plan Book 255 Page 96(1-
4). This plan is available for 
inspection at the office of 
the Town Clerk, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall, Belchertown, 
Massachusetts.

You are invited to attend 
a public hearing to be held 
by the Select Board in the 
Select  Boards  Meet ing 
Room on the first floor of 
Lawrence Memorial Hall, 2 
Jabish Street, Belchertown, on 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 

6:33 p.m. The Select Board 
will determine the boundar-
ies and measurements of the 
ways, file the same in the 
office of the Town Clerk and 
submit the resulting layouts 
for acceptance at the next 
Town Meeting scheduled for 
Monday, May 13, 2024.

TOWN OF 
BELCHERTOWN
SELECT BOARD

Edward G. Boscher, 
Chairman

Ronald E. Aponte, 
Vice-Chairman

Margaret D. Louraine, Clerk
Jennifer D. Turner, Member

Lesa Lessard Pearson, 
Member 

03/28, 04/04/2024 

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of April 19, 2024 the fol-
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:

2002 BMW 3 Series
VIN: WBAET37492NG78677
Color: Green
LKO: Joseph Wood
Address: 226 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

2007 Nissan Maxima
VIN: 1N4BA41E87C817139
Color: Blue
LKO: Thaysha Colon
Address: 121 N Main Street, 
M7
Belchertown, MA 01007

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
04/04, 04/11, 04/18/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

often through the years and practices with 
Worcester if needed. Smotherman had 
hoped to get him into a regulation game at 
some point.

“But not like that,” the coach added.
Spagnoli is a 40-year-old Rhode Islander, 

a professional goalie coach. He replaced the 
35-year-old Muse, which might be some 
kind of ECHL record. Spagnoli stopped 11 

of 12 shots, only allowing Johnson’s late 
goal.

He played sparingly in the Federal 
League into 2014-15, his most recent 
appearance a four-minute stint for the 
Watertown Wolves. Since then Spagnoli has 
served as an EBUG for, he guessed, about 
40 to 45 games.

“He is the ultimate EBUG,” Smotherman 
said.

Spagnoli knows the job description.

“Usually something pretty bad has to 
happen for an EBUG to come in,” he said. 
He was not the EBUG for the Lennox inju-
ry, but joined the Railers in Glens Falls the 
next day.

Nine years after his last pro appearance, 
Spagnoli was in a game against a high-pow-
ered team. He did not appear to be nervous.

“Honestly, I thought I would be,” he said, 
“at least a little more than I was. I felt like I 
settled in pretty quickly. A couple touches 

of the puck and you’re right into it.”
The cities of St. John’s and Worcester 

have had a lot of similarities.
Both had two different AHL franchises. 

Worcester had the IceCats and Sharks. St. 
John’s had the Maple Leafs and IceCaps. 
Both have an ECHL team. Worcester 
leads the all-time series by 45-43-12. The 
American Hockey League teams were 
29-18-9. The Growlers prevailed in this 
league, 25-16-3.

UTICA, N.Y. – The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (29-30-3-2) battled back from 
an early two-goal deficit, but a late pow-
er-play goal from the Utica Comets (29-
26-4-5) resulted in a 4-3 Comets win on 
Saturday night at Adirondack Bank Center. 

For a second straight evening, the T-Birds 
relented a goal to their opposition in the 
opening half of the first period. Just 4:00 
into the action, Shane Bowers skated the 
puck across the T-Birds blue line, creating 
a 2-on-1. Bowers opted to take it himself, 
beating Colten Ellis on the glove side and 
making it 1-0 for Utica.

Springfield’s power play had two chanc-
es in short order to try to equalize, but 
the man-advantage came up empty each 
time. Utica made the T-Birds pay for that 
at 12:26 when Will MacKinnon let go a 

seeing-eye wrist shot from the blue line that 
nicked the inside of the post and beat Ellis 
to give the Comets a 2-0 lead.

The Comets continued to have penal-
ty troubles, though, and at 16:28, Tanner 
Dickinson got Springfield’s power play on 
the board with a perfectly placed wrist shot 
over the glove of Akira Schmid, and the 
lead was cut to 2-1. 

The Comets, though, were undeterred, 
and they restored the two-goal cushion just 
1:29 later when Erik Middendorf crashed 
the net from the right-wing side. Ellis made 
the first save, but the rebound sat in the 
crease, and Middendorf polished it off to 
give Utica a 3-1 advantage at 17:57, a lead 
that carried through to the break.

The T-Birds’ power play again had a 
chance to turn the tide of the game when 

a pair of Utica penalties gave Springfield 
some time on both 4-on-3 and 5-on-
3 advantages. Unlike the night before, 
though, the T-Birds came up empty, and the 
3-1 score carried past the midpoint of the 
game.

With Utica on a power play at 12:15 of 
the period, Springfield used its shorthanded 
unit to claw back into the game when Will 
Bitten won a footrace to a loose puck at the 
Utica blue line, storming in on Schmid and 
roofing a shot over the goaltender’s trapper 
to make it a 3-2 game on Bitten’s 17th goal 
of the season. 

Bitten’s goal got the T-Birds’ mojo back, 
and 3:12 later, Ryan Suzuki tied the game 
on his second point of the night. After 
Adam Gaudette narrowly missed the top 
corner, the T-Birds’ leading scorer retrieved 

the puck in the left corner and laid it off to 
Hugh McGing. With little space available, 
McGing slid a perfect pass through the top 
of the blue paint to Suzuki, who one-timed 
it through Schmid to tie the score.

The stalemate carried to the second 
intermission, and the two teams cautiously 
played the opening 15 minutes of the third 
scoreless. Unfortunately for the T-Birds, 
a Bitten minor penalty opened the door 
for Utica’s power play, and after a Justin 
Dowling shot rang off the post, Bowers was 
in the right place to lift the loose change 
into the twine with 3:18 to play. Bowers’ 
fourth point of the night and eighth goal of 
the season proved to be the dagger, and for 
the fourth straight time in the season series 
between Springfield and Utica, the home 
team came away victorious.

Late power-play goal sinks Thunderbirds

RAILERS from page 12

Belchertown Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Task Force

One Community Member vacancy
The Town of Belchertown is accept-

ing letters of interest to fill a communi-
ty member vacancy on the newly devel-
oped Belchertown Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Task Force.  The focus of the 
Task Force is to develop a Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Statement for the 
Select Board to review and to consider 
adopting, to seek out opportunities to 
acknowledge and/or celebrate the diver-
sity within our own community and to 
welcome the whole community to join 
in, and to offer suggestions on how the 
town addresses specific or potential acts 
of violence, including hate speech, should 
such acts arise in our community, region, 
or state.  Efforts should be made to include 

voices from the community or communi-
ties that are directly affected.  Partnership 
opportunities with surrounding towns to 
strengthen regional or state efforts might 
also be explored.  This is a seven mem-
ber committee to include: A representa-
tive from law enforcement, a representa-
tive from Town Hall, and five community 
members representing diversity in one or 
more of the following areas: Racial and 
ethnic backgrounds, Social positions with 
respect to gender identity and sexual ori-
entation, social positions with respect to 
disability, and Age groups and prior voca-
tional experiences.  All are encouraged 
to apply. Please submit a letter of interest 
to:  Select Board, The Finnerty House, 
One South Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007 or by email to 
selectboard@belchertown.org.  

Deadline: Friday, April 26

VACANCIES from page 3

When it comes to the Senior Work-Off 
Program, the Selectboard is still in dis-
cussion for how it will be implemented, 
and Martin shared how it will be open to 
veterans. 

“I feel that the money should go to 
those who are struggling right now,” 
Martin said.

Appointments 
The board began the meeting with a 

series of appointments and discussed var-
ious working positions available for the 
town, both part time, and a full time posi-
tion.

They reviewed a Building Commissioner 

contract, which has been signed, and the 
Selectboard will move forward with the 
contract in the coming months.

Old business 
and information 

The board accepted departmental 
reports and approved and signed various 
maintenance warrants. They also briefly 
discussed updates on the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation project and 
its location. 

“The only project that qualifies this 
year was trying to put in the public water 
support,” Martin said of the One Stop for 
Growth grant. The Selectboard is con-
tinuing discussion on how to increase the 
town’s access to fresh water. 

SENIORS from page 1

Yesiree, it can happen even 15 min-
utes after ingesting it. Use the bathroom 
and voila, your urine will have a pungent, 
asparagus-like smell. Only maybe worse.  

Our bodies convert asparagusic acid into 
sulfur-containing chemicals that are vol-
atile enough to fly from the toilet up your 
nose, that is, if you have the ability to per-
ceive it. Some people don’t.  

Call them lucky, perhaps.  I consider 
myself lucky to have such an amazing veg-

etable growing right in my backyard, stinky 
or not.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 6
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No one wants to get into an auto-
mobile accident. Even accidents that 
do not result in any major injuries 
can be traumatizing. Knowing what 
to do in the immediate aftermath of 
an accident may make such instances 
less stressful. 

First determine if any of the 
involved parties suffered an injury. If 

you are injured, stay put. If not, check 
on the condition of the other driv-
er. Next, make a call to emergency 
services to request assistance from the 
police and an ambulance, if neces-
sary.

If possible, pull the vehicle over to 
a safe, well-lit public location. If the 
car will cause another road hazard, it 

is best to move it over to the side and 
use flashers to alert oncoming traffic. 
It is important that you don’t leave 
the scene.

You should take pictures of the 
damage to your vehicle, the other ve-
hicle, if possible, and the scene of the 
accident, including any skid marks, 
debris and/or property damage. If 

there are any witnesses to the acci-
dent, get their names and contact in-
formation. Collect the names, phone 
numbers, addresses of other drivers 
and vehicle occupants and exchange 
insurance information with all drivers 
involved. That includes the insurance 
company name, policy number and 
the name of the insured.

What to do after an auto accident

Approved
Auto Repair

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.
VERYL’S

644 Newton Street, South Hadley

FULL SERVICE • REPAIRS
BRAKES • ALIGNMENTS • TIRES 

STATE INSPECTIONS & MORE

Operated by the pOirier Family

Since 1947

Call today to schedule your appointment

413-536-0794413-536-0794
text text 413-314-2880413-314-2880
www.verylsautomotive.comwww.verylsautomotive.com

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

R
00000000000000

EXPIRES
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2
4

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
WELDING • FABRICATION

HYDRAULIC
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs

Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings

Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

BODY RUST • BODY ROT
FRAME RUST • CHASSY WORK

330 Harkness Road, Amherst
(413) 253-4867

5 George Hannum St., Belchertown
134 West Street, Ware

Two Convenient Locations

Spring CARE CARE
  & DRIVING

RECYCLE RECYCLE 
CENTERCENTER
“Salvage the Best – Recycle the Rest”

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8 to 5, Sat. 8 to 1

413-323-4210 • 1-800-358-5100

Bring us your waste oil, scrap steel & old batteries 
FREE OF CHARGE!

A GREEN 
COMPANY

LIKE US ON

Spring
Cleanup...

Get That Unused Vehicle 
  Out of the Yard!

   147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN
Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we’ll locate it through our nationwide network!

Celebrating 30 Years!
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The open road beckons millions of motorists 
upon the arrival of warm weather. In advance of 
the season’s first road trip, drivers tune up their 
engines and plan their itineraries for the adven-
tures that lie ahead.

While it may be tempting to get behind the 
wheel and see where the road takes you, those 
who have been around the block — or high-
way — a few times likely know that road trip 
planning involves careful packing for the voyage 
ahead. Bringing the right items along can go 
a long way toward ensuring a trip is enjoyable 
and runs smoothly. This list of must-haves can 
get anyone started on the road trip ahead.

• Proper paperwork: Don’t forget to bring 
along a driver’s licence, vehicle registration, 
proof of insurance, and your rental car agree-
ment if you are renting a car. In certain in-
stances, you may need proof of COVID-19 
vaccination and/or a negative COVID test. Dou-
ble-check that you have it all before leaving.

• Vehicle manual: Even the most well-main-
tained car may suffer a breakdown on the road. 
Bring along the vehicle manual, which can help 
you diagnose minor problems. Keep your road-
side assistance membership card at the ready in 
the event you need extra help.

• America the Beautiful Pass: If you plan to 

visit various national parks across America, an 
investment in the America the Beautiful Pass for 
$80 provides access to the pass holder and three 
other adults to more than 2,000 recreation areas 
managed by five federal agencies. It’s available 
by visiting store.usgs.gov/pass/index.html.

• Important phone numbers: Bring a written 
list of important phone numbers in case your 
phone dies or gets lost.

• Cash: Credit and debit cards are a reliable 
form of payment, but cash is king.Having cash 
on hand is a smart move in the event bank cards 
get lost. Cash also is especially useful when pa-
tronizing smaller establishments that might not 
take credit.

• Roadside emergency kit: Keep a tire chang-
ing kit, flares, tools, jumper cables, duct tape, 
and work gloves in the vehicle for emergencies.

• GPS and maps: GPS systems on phones and 
other devices provide step-by-step directions 
and can alert to traffic jams. But GPS can be 
compromised in areas where cellular or satel-
lite service is interrupted by mountain ranges 
or buildings. The Maps.Me app enables you to 
download detailed maps that can be accessed 
while offline. Paper maps can serve as backups 
as well.

• Entertainment: Long road trips are full of 
opportunities to visit roadside attractions. For 
the times when the highway is a long stretch of 
nothing new, bring along movies, music, books, 
handheld games, and even trivia or mind puz-
zles to pass the time.

• Cooler with refreshments: Dining out is a 
great way to sample local cuisine from various 
regions of the country. But having snacks at the 
ready can save time and money.

The list of road trip essentials continues, but 
this is a good start. The list can be customized 
based on drivers’ interests and their destina-
tions. 

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown

(413) 323-9611

15 Central Street
West Brookfield

(508) 867-4646

www.bellandhudson.com

Part of Taking Care 

of Your Car 

Is Having Good 

Insurance Coverage

141 Sargent St.(Rt. 9), Belchertown

(413) 323-7762
donsautobelchertown.com

Quality Service: Our Family Legacy Since 1957 

Ensure smooth travels this Summer & 
schedule your vehicle tune-up today!

Painting
Expert Full Collision Repair

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

39 W. State St. Granby, MA

Tel: 413-467-2533
Fax: 413-467-2500

ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199

• Family Owned And Operated 
• Over 35 Years Experience • Insurance Approved

• Precision Frame Straightening
• Custom Painting & Color Matching

• State Of The Art Paint Booth • Glass Replacement
• Aluminum Repair

FREE
ESTIMATES

How to maintain an older vehicleEssential road trip packing checklist
Spring CARE CARE & DRIVING

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS

3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

323-5051 We Install Quality NAPA Parts

AutoCare
Center

Call now for your Spring Check-up
HOSES BELTS
TIRES FLUIDS

✓
✓

✓ 
✓

AIR CONDITIONING
BRAKES

✓
✓
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Get Ready For SPRING
 at 

All your car care needs are right here 
at one location. 

Stop in and check out our 
GREAT SPECIALS!

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

ubinville Insurance Group
Since 1937,  Jubinville has been servicing their clients 

with Professional Distinction. As your hometown
insurance agency it is their goal to assist you with 

all of your insurance needs.

Home     Auto     Business     Life
Representing fine companies such as

413-538-8293 • Fax: 413-538-5970
39 Lamb Street, South Hadley

email: info@jubinville.com

www.jubinville.com

Painting
Expert Full Collision Repair

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

39 W. State St. Granby, MA

Tel: 413-467-2533
Fax: 413-467-2500

ASE Certified • Reg. Shop 3199

• Family Owned And Operated 
• Over 35 Years Experience • Insurance Approved

• Precision Frame Straightening
• Custom Painting & Color Matching

• State Of The Art Paint Booth • Glass Replacement
• Aluminum Repair

FREE
ESTIMATES

New cars have been costly for 
quite some time, but those costs have 
spiked considerably since the onset of 
the pandemic. That unprecedented 
rise has led many motorists to wonder 
how they can get more mileage out 
of their existing vehicles.

According to data from Kelley 
Blue Book and Cox Automotive, the 
average cost of a new car in Septem-
ber 2021 was just over $45,000. That 
marked a $3,000 increase from June 
2021 and a $5,000 increase from the 
end of 2020.

Drivers who can’t afford to keep up 
with the rising cost of new vehicles 
can take these steps to keep their 
existing cars running smoothly.

• Take care of the timing belt. En-
gines may get all the glory, but they 
cannot run smoothly without a fully 
functional timing belt. Engines need 
various components to do their job, 
and those components must do so at 
the right time for the engine to run 
smoothly. Fully functional timing belts 
help to synchronize movements, but 
belts must be replaced every so often. 

Owner’s manuals may note when to 
replace the timing belt, but they gen-
erally must be replaced every 60,000 
to 105,000 miles. 

• Take care of the brakes and 
associated components. The experts 
at Popular Mechanics urge drivers of 
older vehicles to replace their brake 
fluid every two years. Also drivers 
whose cars are more than seven years 
old to replace the rubber brake lines 
when major brake work is required.

• Pay attention to oil levels. The 
older engines get, the more oil 

they’re going to burn. So drivers of 
older vehicles should check their oil 
levels more often than they would if 
their vehicles were brand new. This 
also is a great way to discover leaks 
before they lead to significant issues.

• Don’t skip maintenance appoint-
ments. Even if you’re driving less, it’s 
best not to skip recommended main-
tenance intervals. Routine tune-ups 
and oil changes, which may need to 
become more frequent the older the 
vehicle gets, can keep cars running 
smoothly and protect the engine.

How to maintain an older vehicle

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
AUTO REPAIRS.

GENERAL SERVICES, 
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 
AND SPECIALIZING IN 

EMMISSIONS & SAFETY 
INSPECTION REPAIRS.

Spring CARE CARE & DRIVING Spring CARE CARE & DRIVING

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS

3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

323-5051 We Install Quality NAPA Parts

AutoCare
Center

Call now for your Spring Check-up
HOSES BELTS
TIRES FLUIDS

✓
✓

✓ 
✓

AIR CONDITIONING
BRAKES

✓
✓
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certi�ed Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES,
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, �re department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning,
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
              

 Call or text 413-266-9975                    
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

TAX SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIME
2024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  A PRI L  4 ,  2024 PAGE 19
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STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES
Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets.  Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

GRANT WRITER/
FACILITATOR

The Town of Brook�eld is seek-
ing quali�ed applicants for a 
part-time (15 hours per week) 
Grant Writer/Facilitator.  See job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary is commensurate 
with experience. Current ap-
propriation is $30.28 per hour. 
Please submit a resume and 
cover letter to selectmen@
brookfieldma.us Open un-
til �lled. Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have �exible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF PALMER seeks a 
skilled, outgoing, and caring Church 
Administrator to manage the business 
affairs of the church and to work closely 
with our Pastor, Moderator, and church 
members to advance church missions 
and community outreach. The ideal 
candidate will have strong commu-
nication and organizational skills, be 
pro�cient in the use of computer and 
website technologies, and be creative 
in developing procedures and prac-
tices. The applicant must maintain 
strong, positive interpersonal relation-
ships with members, ministries, and 
staff. This job is a 25-hour/week posi-
tion, Monday-Friday, 9am-2pm, with 
PTO bene�ts. Pay commensurate with 
experience. Please email resumes to 
scc1847media@gmail.com.

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The town of Hampden Highway De-
partment is seeking to �ll a full-time 
skilled worker/truck driver position. All 
applicants must possess a valid Class 
B CDL, 2B Hoisting License, OSHA 
10 Certi�cate of Training, and a copy 
of current driving record. Applicants 
must have the skills and knowledge 
necessary to perform general road and 
grounds maintenance and the ability to 
operate and maintain all associated 
tools and equipment. The capability to 
perform maintenance/repair on trucks 
and equipment, welding, and the use 
of other garage tools, along with light 
construction and snowplowing experi-
ence, would be bene�cial. Please call 
the Hampden Highway Department 
(413) 566-8842, or email high-
way@hampdenma.gov for inqui-
ries and application/resume sumittals.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

FIREFIGHTER/EMT
The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
�ll a vacancy for Fire�ghter/EMT. Para-
medic Certi�cation or currently attend-
ing paramedic school highly preferred. 
For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Dead-
line 4/17/24

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

OPERATOR 1
P/T BORROWER SERVICES

ASSISTANT
P/T RECYCLING ATTENDANT
SUMMER CAMP COUNSELOR

SUMMER LIFEGUARD

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to �ll 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.
Open until �lled.  EOE

TOWN TREASURER:
The Town of Brook�eld is seek-
ing quali�ed applicants for the 
full- time (40-hour week) posi-
tion of Town Treasurer. Full job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Current appropria-
tion is $80,498.62. Submit cover 
letter and resume to: select-
men@brookfieldma.us.  Re-
views begin week of April 15th.  
Open until �lled.  The Town of 
Brook�eld is an Equal Opportu-
nity/ Affirmative Action Employer.

HOME FOR SALE. Duplex home 
on dead end street, two baths, three 
bedrooms. Fully occupied. Off street 
parking. Great investment property. 
413-283-8196.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

List your 
property here! 12 HOMETOWN 

NEWSPAPERS 
413.283.8393

www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
4133236664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413
3231122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413
3236012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open TueSat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 4133239611, 
8008949591. Fax 413
3236117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 2537358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E  C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Sche duling appointments 
Mon dayFriday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 4133239966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
4132834395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
4132534867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393
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Class Grass
GARDEN CENTER

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 • www.classgrass.com

“Your Complete G“Your Complete GARDEN ARDEN Center”Center”

Annuals • Perennials • Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam • Propane • Open 7 Days

Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden
Get your green thumbs in gear right here!Get your green thumbs in gear right here!

GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN
108 West State Street, Granby • 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs

OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
To advertise contact Maureen 

mmcgarrett@turley.com • 413-364-4994

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Power Equipment
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

Belchertown
413-323-5435

Farm Supply
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

Belchertown
413-323-6336

www.devonlane.com

• Mowers • Lawn Tractors 
• Chainsaws • Trimmers 
• Generators • Brush Cutters 
• Hedge Trimmers 
• Rototillers & More

ANDREW’S 
GREENHOUSE

1184 S. East St.
S. Amherst, MA
(413) 253-2937

www.andrewsgreenhouse.com

Brush Mowing - Tree Work
Botanical Consultations
Specializing in Invasive Plants
Fencelines

LEARN TO GROWLEARN TO GROW
Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. 
From Cannabis to Vegetables.

Call me for your garden set-up today!
413-523-3272 Clinton Racine, Owner
Lifetime of Experience • Educated at UMASS

LAND MANAGEMENT

BATON ROUGE, LA – The 
following Amherst residents 
recently were initiated into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the nation’s oldest and most 
selective collegiate honor society 
for all academic disciplines.

S tuden t s  i nc lude  Mol ly 
Gallagher, Katelyn Murray and 
Ozel Yilmazel, all attending the 
University of Massachusetts.

They are among approximate-
ly 25,000 students, faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni to be 

initiated into Phi Kappa Phi each 
year. Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomination and 
approval by a chapter. 

Only the top 10% of seniors 
and 7.5% of juniors are eligi-
ble for membership. Graduate 
students in the top 10% of the 
number of candidates for gradu-
ate degrees may also qualify, as 
do faculty, professional staff and 
alumni who have achieved schol-
arly distinction.

Amherst students inducted into 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society AMHERST – Bread & Puppet 

Theater is excited to return to 
Massachusetts with a brand-
new show created for this exact 
moment: “The Hope Principle 
Show: Citizens’ Shame and 
Hope in the Time of Genocide” 
on Friday, April 19 at UMass 
Amherst.

Of the show, Director Peter 
Schumann said, “With mother 
dirt prologue, citizen despair 
gymnastics, mass murder vic-
tim’s traditional dance of death 

celebration, absentee humanity 
dance. Featuring a flock of disas-
ter ravens and hope principle car-
ibou and exorcism rites for the 
genociders.”

After the show Bread & 
Puppet will serve its famous 
sourdough rye bread with aioli, 
and Bread & Puppet’s “Cheap 
Art” - books, posters, postcards, 
pamphlets and banners from the 
Bread & Puppet Press will be 
for sale.

Tickets vary by location but 

as with all Bread and Puppet 
shows, no one will be turned 
away for lack of funds. The 
full tour schedule available at 
BreadAndPuppet.org/Tour.

Founded in 1963 by Peter 
Schumann on New York City’s 
Lower East Side, the theater has 
been based in the North East 
Kingdom of Vermont since the 
early 1970s and is one of the 
oldest, nonprofit, self-support-
ing theatrical companies in the 
country.

Bread & Puppet Theater comes to Amherst
❚ AMHERST 


