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School leaders
outline $847K

budget deficit

Warn of ‘painful
choices’ ahead

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY — Facing
rising special education,
health insurance and trans-
portation costs amid stag-
nant state aid, Granby
school officials told resi-
dents this week the district
is staring down an $847,772
budget deficit for fiscal
2027 and may need to cut
staff and services if new
funding doesn’t materialize.

The finance presentation
to the School Committee on
March 31 framed the dis-
trict’s situation as part of
a broader statewide fund-
ing crisis, particularly for
small, rural and “minimum
aid” districts that rely heav-
ily on local taxpayers while
lagging behind inflation.
Administrators said they are
trying to protect classroom
services but warned they are
“really at the bare bones”
and running out of places
to cut.

Superintendent Mary
Jane Rickson opened the
hearing by stressing that
the spending plan remains
in flux as town officials
work to stabilize munici-
pal finances and hire a new
town administrator.

jecti re,” Ri id,
ections are,” Rickson said

“This budget is not a final
budget. This is a hearing
to talk about what our pro-

noting the schools are oper-
ating with “preliminary”
figures while the town sorts
through months of back-
logged financial work.

Using the state’s Chapter
70 aid projections and
conservative assumptions
about the town’s contri-
bution, Rickson said the
district’s FY27 operat-
ing budget of about $12
million is currently short
by nearly $848,000, even
after accounting for grants,
school choice revenue and
other offsets.

The School Committee’s
initial budget request to the
town represents a 2.11%
increase over the current
year, roughly $336,000, a
figure Rickson argued is
modest compared to neigh-
boring districts contemplat-
ing far larger overrides and
cuts.

Even with that restrained
request, however, the dis-
trict is squeezed by what
officials described as struc-
tural state-level problems:
slow-growing Chapter 70
aid for “minimum aid” dis-
tricts like Granby and sharp
increases in required local
spending, health insurance

Please see BUDGET, page 5

See more Easter
Egg Hunt photos
on page 4.

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN - Waves of
residents scrambled for treats at the
annual Easter egg hunt, which took
place at The Belchertown Town
The festivities started

Common.

at 11AM on April 4th and includ-
ed a dozen eggs for the participat-
ing children, an appearance by the
Springfield Thunderbirds mascot,
and a photo opportunity with the
Easter bunny inside the Old Town
Hall. The event was hosted by the
Belchertown Recreation staff.

Children
smile
as they
have
their
picture
taken
with the
Easter
bunny.

CREDIT for Life

Students
participated
in financial
literacy fair

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE - Over 250 stu-
dents from Ware, Palmer and
Belchertown high schools
participated in Country
Bank’s annual financial liter-
acy fair, Credit for Life.

This event was held in the
gymnasium of Ware Jr./Sr.
High School last Thursday
morning, giving seniors valu-
able tools and information to
make healthy financial choic-
es in early adulthood.

Jodie Gerulaitis, First Vice
President of Community
Relations at Country Bank,
welcomed the students to
Credit for Life, and explained
what each booth at the fair
represented, and how the

Belchertown High School seniors Evan Perkins, Adam 0’Ro-
urke and Thomas Normandeau all chose careers to match
their future plans at Credit for Life.

students could benefit from
the experience. Each booth
is manned by Country Bank
employees and other commu-
nity volunteers.

“Take the opportunity to

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Country Bank volunteer Garoline Awebwa assists students at

the Credit booth.

talk to the volunteers and
get the most out of this,” she
said.

Gerulaitis has been a
strong supporter in teaching
financial literacy through her
role at Country Bank, espe-
cially to young people. She
has been active in support-
ing a bill that would make
financial literacy a mandato-
ry graduation requirement for
high school students.

After receiving their
careers, salaries and student
loan debt, the students visited
the Credit booth to get their
randomly assigned cred-
it scores. A low credit score
can prevent the students from
qualifying for purchases at
the other booths.

“You’re going to see the
challenges and some of the
restrictions,” Gerulaitis said.

Luckily, at Credit for Life,
students can visit a booth
to answer financial literacy
questions to help raise their
credit score.

Please see GREDIT, page 8

BFD receives major
overhaul to top floor

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN
— The Belchertown Fire
Department unveiled the
new renovations of the
fire department with a rib-
bon cutting ceremony and
a tour open to the public.
The new fixtures include
a complete overhaul of
the top floor, including
bedrooms for the resid-
ing firefighters as well as
plans for a kitchen that
will see construction start-
ing April 14.

“Working with the chief
here in Belchertown as
well as the town manag-
er Steve Williams, we’re
always trying to look at
highlighting some of the

deficiencies that you see
in a town,” said state sena-
tor Jake Oliveira. Oliveira
represents the Hampden,
Hampshire and Worcester
districts in Massachusetts.
“We need to ensure that
folks in Belchertown if,
God forbid, they have to
call 911 for a medical
emergency or fire, that
there’s going to be a quick
response.”

“It was just a lot of
open space,” reflected fire
department chief John
Ingram. “There was no
heat. So in the winter-
time, it was freezing. So
having staff on 24/7, we
needed a space for the
firefighters to be during

Please see BFD, page 5

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ

With the ribbon cut, the facility was opened for viewing
to the public last Tuesday morning
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Town
meeting
warrant
refined

Borrowing and
bylaws weighed

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN -
Voters will confront a
43-article annual town meet-
ing warrant next month that
bundles routine budgets with
new borrowing, land con-
servation deals and bylaw
changes that drew extended
debate from the Select Board
Monday night.

The warrant for the May
11 annual town meeting at
Belchertown High School’s
auditorium includes the
town’s operating budget,
capital spending from free
cash and new debt, multiple
bylaw revisions and sever-
al Community Preservation
and land conservation mea-
sures. Board members dis-
cussed probing how far the
town should borrow, how to
structure new reserve funds
and which policy articles are
ready for the floor.

Budgets and borrowing

dominate

Town Manager Steve
Williams said the proposed
capital borrowing — expect-
ed to be between $2 mil-
lion and $3 million — is
designed to keep debt pay-
ments roughly level as older
bonds are retired.

“We’re trying to do all of
this within existing parame-
ters...all within our existing
budgets. We’re not asking
for not asking for the exclu-
sion. We are being very care-
ful how we various things,”
Williams said.

Selectboard Chair Lesa
Lessard Pearson said she
wants residents to under-
stand the town does not
intend to stretch its finances
too far.

The board also endorsed
using override-funded cap-
ital money within the oper-
ating budget and a separate
free cash—funded capital arti-
cle, with a third piece being
the new borrowing for large
projects such as boilers and
school building systems.

New capital
stabilization fund

A proposed capital stabi-
lization fund drew extended
explanation. The fund would
act as a dedicated savings
account for major future
projects, separate from the
town’s general stabilization
account.

Williams said the article
this year simply creates the
account, and future policy
would determine how much
free cash is deposited.

Pearson said she supports
the idea but asked for clear
parameters and a formal
policy, which Williams said
would be developed with
the Capital Improvement
Planning Committee once
the fund is established.

Routine articles
and bylaw changes

Early articles cover stan-
dard business such as town
reports, budget transfers and
the main operating budget.
Several articles adjust the
personnel bylaw, including
cost-of-living updates, lon-
gevity pay for non-union

Please see WARRANT,
page 3
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DL&G TREE

Spring is Here!

= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today

for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by e
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I COMMUNITY

Granby Free Public Library announces
upcoming adult activities for April

Adult Book Group

Thursday, April 9 at 6 p.m.

The book group will be
discussing All the Little Bird
Hearts by Viktoria Lloyd-
Barlow. Grab a copy and
join us! This group meets on
the second Thursday of each
month.

Urban Sketching
Techniques
Saturday, April 11 at 11 a.m.

Join local artist Jaime
Bohorquez, for a two-hour
hands-on workshop on the
principles and techniques
of urban sketching. All skill
levels are welcome. All
materials provided. Sign-up
is required.

Lakes and Rivers Talk:
Using Barley Straw to Nip
Harmful Cyanobacteria
Blooms in the Bud!

A local pilot project
Thursday, April 23
at 5:30 p.m.

Cyanobacteria are nor-

mal, essential components
of healthy ecosystems. But
when they grow explosive-
ly, they can seriously disrupt
ecosystems, often releas-
ing potent toxins and caus-
ing major adverse health
effects. HCBs are dramati-
cally increasing globally
and locally in the context of
climate change and excess
nutrients in both marine
and freshwater bodies. Our
local consortium is now in
its fifth season of a project
aimed at preventing these
harmful blooms in selected
Connecticut River watershed
ponds using barley straw.
Join Dr. Allison Ryan at the
Granby Free Public Library
to hear all about the project.

Tabletop Games Club
Saturday, April 25 from
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
The Granby Library
Tabletop Games Club invites
players of all ages 8 and up
to gather and enjoy a vari-
ety of board, card, dice, tile,

and other in-person tabletop
games in a welcoming, social
environment. This group
typically meets on the third
Saturday of each month.

Knitting Group
Every Wednesday
afternoon at 2 p.m.
Bring your latest project
and join us for conversation,
tips and tricks!

Friends of the Granby
Library Meeting
Thursday, April 16

at 4:30 p.m.

Love your Library?
Show your love by joining
the Friends of the Granby
Library! Join us for meetings
to see what’s new.

Upcoming Events:
Friends of the Granby
Library Annual Plant Sale
— Saturday, May 9 from 9
a.m. to I p.m.
Foraging Walk -
Saturday. May 30 at 11 a.m.

Lions Club holding April Meatball Sub Sale

BELCHERTOWN -
April’s Meatball Sub Sale
will return to the grounds
of the Belchertown United
Church of Christ on Park
St. on Saturday, Apr. 18.
The sale will be hosted
by the Belchertown Lions
Club. Our food wagon will
be set up right along the
sidewalk--allowing cus-
tomers to drive up, place
an order, and have a fresh-
ly prepared meatball grind-
er/mozzarella cheese and
sauce, a bag of chips, and
a beverage in their hands

within a couple of minutes
for only $10. Still holding
our pricing steady for the
past several years.

Serving begins at 11 a.m.
and continues until sell-
out (which is usually about
2-1/2 hours)

No prep and no dishes for
you to clean up. Let us do
the lunchtime cooking for
you.

All proceeds from these
grinder sales, as always,
will go to local charities.
Thanks to the support of
folks like you in all of our

fundraising endeavors, the
club is proud to announce
that we set a new charitable
donation record this past
year of $57,900.

We hope to see you again
on Apr. 18.

Quabbin Art Association announces new exhibit

BELCHERTOWN - The
Quabbin Art Association
(QAA) is pleased to
announce the second show
in its year-round series of
rotating art exhibits hosted
at North Brookfield Savings
Bank, 4 Daniel Shays
Highway, Belchertown.

Featured works by QAA
member artists Katherine

Brunza, Rosemary Chaban,
and Rochelle Shicoff will be
on display in the bank lobby
now through June 25 during
regular business hours.
Approaching 100 mem-
bers, QAA takes pride in
cultivating an inclusive, sup-
portive community for art-
ists of all skill levels. The

organization offers year-

round exhibition oppor-
tunities, a Plein Air group,
community events, artisan
markets, and more.

For more information
about the exhibit or the
Quabbin Art Association,
please visit http://www.
quabbinartorganization.com
or contact: info@quabbina-
rtassociation.com

WARRANT from page 1

staff after 25 years of service
and clarifications on personal
leave.

Williams noted that unlike
union contracts, changes for
non-union employees must
go through town meeting
because they are embedded
in town bylaw.

The warrant also adds a
new chapter on boards, com-
missions and committees,
drafted by Town Clerk Terry
Camerlin, requiring boards
to elect officers annually and
standardizing expectations
for minutes and record-keep-
ing.

Williams responded that
requiring a yearly vote is
meant to prompt that conver-
sation.

Revolving funds and Board
of Health questions

Two new revolving funds
are proposed: one for Board
of Health enforcement rev-
enues, and one to capture
receipts from new electric
vehicle charging stations for
maintenance and electricity
Costs.

The Board of Health arti-
cle would direct fines from
tobacco regulation violations
into a dedicated account for
education and enforcement
rather than the general fund.
Several board members
questioned both the budget
impact and why only tobac-
co-related violations would
be covered.

Ritter said the approach
could unfairly single out one
type of business.

“I don’t think that’s fair
for the retailer, because that

makes it depends on people.
We’re only going to issue a
sign of tobacco violation or
food violation,” he said.

Selectboard member
Nicole Miner said she wants
more information on current
fines and practices before the
article advances.

The board asked Williams
to bring back clarification
from the Board of Health
and the town accountant by
its April 21 meeting and left
the article on the warrant as a
placeholder for now.

Animal control
bylaw revisions

The warrant also includes
a substantial update to ani-
mal control regulations,
including new definitions
of nuisance dogs and limits
on noisy roosters and other
birds.

Ritter objected that draft-
ing enforcement around
barking and crowing may be
too subjective and could be
at odds with Belchertown’s
“right to farm” identity.

Pearson questioned how
to define excessive barking
under the new nuisance dog
standard.

Miner noted that residents
already have an avenue for
appeals through the Animal
Control Advisory Board.

The board requested that
Quabbin Health Director
Andrea Crete attend a future
meeting to explain the chang-
es and to add a clear fine
schedule for dog waste and
other violations.

Open space purchases and
park grant match
Several articles authorize

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

THE ROADHOUSE

CAFE

‘ic::%

¢
<

theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA

Juwing on by The Readhoure Cafe!
Specials Are Served All Week
And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AMTO 2 PM

Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

borrowing to acquire con-
servation land, including
the Voice property on Bay
Road and the Walker/Mahal
property off Kendall Street,
in partnership with Kestrel
Land Trust and state grant
programs. Williams said
this is a familiar structure in
Belchertown.

The board also backed an
article to borrow $70,000
as the local match or “ear-
nest money” for a state park
grant being pursued by the
Recreation Department.

EDIC land and CPC

housing article questioned

An article that would
add about 10 acres of
town land to the Economic
Development and Industrial
Corporation’s holdings near
the Dwight Industrial Park
may be delayed. Williams

said EDIC still lacks a final-
ized plan and Planning Board
endorsement.

Another potentially con-
tentious item is a Community
Preservation Committee
recommendation to allocate
$400,000 toward an afford-
able housing project at the
former Hopewell House.
Miner said she is not com-
fortable advancing the article
without a signed purchase-
and-sale agreement between
the developer and the proper-
ty owner.

Williams said he will con-
firm whether the CPC can
insist the article stay on the
warrant or whether the Select
Board can remove it.

Saturday town meeting
article pulled
The board agreed to drop
an article that would have

moved town meeting to a
Saturday, citing timing and
lack of public discussion.

Ritter said the idea merits
more work but not this year.

Board members also
backed the concept of sched-
uling a second regular town
meeting each year, likely in
the fall, to reduce the size of
the spring warrant and give
departments another predict-
able opportunity for bylaw
and planning articles.

Selectboard member
Whitney Jorns-Kuhnlenz.
said the single long annu-
al meeting has become
unwieldy.

“There needs to be a mid-
year annual town meeting
to get through your articles,
it’s just getting so long,” she
said.

Williams said he would
bring back options for a

standard fall meeting date so
departments and residents
can plan ahead.

Special town meeting
and next steps

The board voted to hold
both the special and annu-
al town meetings on May
11 in the Belchertown High
School auditorium, citing
better acoustics and techni-
cal support than the gym and
an expected turnout small
enough to fit the 600-person
capacity.

The Select Board will see
final legal language for all
warrant articles, plus answers
on several outstanding ques-
tions, at its April 21 meeting
before signing the final war-
rant for posting.




PAGE 4 THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026

Easter EZZ HUNt

A sizable crowd gathered for the morning’s festivities. TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

Smiling staff presided over

the popular town event.

The Springfield Thunderbirds mascot makes a surprise appearance at the event.
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Office: 413-213-0770

Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Children hunted for Easter eggs throughout the morning.

The event is a big hit across all ages.

Families continue the time-honored tradition of searching for eggs together.
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AUTOMOTIVE ‘M! Have you tested your well water recently?
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323-5051 BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won't!
Body Rust * Body Rot * Frame Rust ® Chassy Work

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding

Welding ® Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ® Snow Plows ¢ Sanders ® Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867
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June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation................ $899
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........ccccerenneeee $185
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry.........ccoounreurennne $220
July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .........c..ceeu. from $1699
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Boothbay Harbor
Vacation

\

Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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BFD from page 1

the evening.”

The fire fighter building
itself has been in operation
for over thirty years. The
upstairs was originally used
for physical agility tests to
determine candidate fitness,
with firefighters operating
out of the old EMS building.
By consolidating the living
quarters and vehicle access
under one roof, the depart-
ment expects to significantly
cut response times.

“It’s safer for them,” said
Ingram. “We get out the
door quicker for our commu-
nity for any type of emergen-
cy that’s happening. So it’s
great in all aspects.”

The concept of tapping
young tradespeople for the
project arose as both a result
of budgetary concerns and as
a means of connecting back
to the community. Many of
the firefighters on staff were
alumni of the trade school,
which sparked incentive to
work with their alma mater.
The initial project figure,
which was projected to cost
a whopping $1.7 million,
was performed under careful
teacher supervision for a fifth
of the expected cost.

“We’re so thrilled to have
been given an opportunity
with our students to embrace
a project like this,” said
Duda in his renovation reveal
speech. “I honestly think
projects like these show that
we can make things happen.”

“It’s an incredible proj-
ect,” said state representative
Aaron Saunders. “And the
folks at Pathfinder have real-
ly wonderful instructors who
are masters of their trades.”

Saunders went on to
applaud the efforts of the
students and teachers, call-
ing their work “outstanding.”
Under teacher supervision
the high school, students
built bedroom and bathroom
walls, ran electrical lines,
and even set up plumbing
throughout the top floor.
The results are fully opera-
tional bathrooms and living
quarters for the resident fire-
fighters. Initially, the top
floor was an open space that
contained no facilities. The
contrast, according to project
overseers, is staggering.

“That’s what really costs
a lot,” said Oliveira as he

The new bathroom contains
working plumbing, complete
with a shower.

reflected on construction
costs and praised the stu-
dent’s work. “And that’s
what the students can work
on. So it’s not just your car-
pentry students; it’s your
electricians, it’s your plumb-
ers and bringing that together
is hands-on learning. So it’s
my hope that we can contin-
ue to build upon these and
work with other communi-
ties.”

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

ABOVE: State Representative
Aaron Saunders, Pathfinder
Tech superintendent Eric
Duda, Fire Chief John Ingram,
Town Manager Steve Wil-
liams, and State Senator Jake
Oliveira give a speech before
a tour of the building.

The new furnished bedrooms offer a place for the resident
firefighters to reside on campus.

BUDGET from page 1

and out-of-district special
education tuition.

“The FY27 chapter 70
state funding increased
by less than a percent but
required local spending
increased by 4.46%” Rickson
said. “The state funding for-
mula is not working for us.”

Health insurance alone has
become a major budget driv-
er.

“Our health insurance cost
increased dramatically after
the FY26 budget was put in
place last year, and it will
continue to go up,” Rickson
said, explaining that the dis-
trict assumed a 16% rate
increase when building next
year’s proposal.

Special education and out-
of-district placements, whose
tuition rates are set by the
state’s Operational Services

Division and can rise mid-
year, are another major pres-
sure point.

“We’re kind of at a loss to
some of these out-of-district
placements,” Rickson said,
because while they are “truly
in the best places for” high-
needs students, “what they
charge us for tuition for the
students is beyond our con-
trol in many, many cases.”

Despite those challeng-
es, administrators said they
have already implemented a
first round of cuts, trimming
athletics, technology, pro-
fessional development and
facilities spending to reduce
the deficit from roughly
$847,000 to about $594,000.

“We reduced our bud-
get with the first round of
budget cuts to $253,000 ...
we brought our deficit to
$594,000,” Rickson said, but
added, “We still have another

$594,000” to close.

Additional reductions, they
warned, could mean elimi-
nating positions and eroding
services to a level that jeop-
ardizes the district’s ability to
meet required “maintenance
of effort” for key federal
grants like IDEA and Title I.

“If we’re required to elim-
inate the deficit, the district
may need to reduce the bud-
get by cutting staff,” Rickson
said. “Not what we want to
do, but it may be something
we have to do.”

School Committee mem-
bers and residents repeated-
ly situated Granby’s strug-
gles within a larger regional
picture, pointing to South
Hadley and Belchertown,
where leaders are weighing
multimillion-dollar overrides
and deep cuts.

Rickson and committee
members said they plan to

continue pressing state law-
makers on revising the foun-
dation budget formula and
expanding rural aid, while
working with town leaders to
determine how much above
the state-required minimum
Granby can afford to con-
tribute. Historically, the town
has provided about $600,000
above its minimum, but this
draft uses a $400,000 place-
holder.

“There’s still a lot of vari-
ables that we have to con-
sider.” Rickson said, promis-
ing to update residents once
firmer municipal numbers
arrive. “Our main goal ...
we want to maintain the ser-
vices we have for students”
she said, even as the district
confronts what she called
“some difficult decisions” in
the weeks ahead.

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007
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Excellent Service e Exceptional Results

“Glad | put my trust in Jim!”

413.221.5230

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002

THE BEST FRESH

FOR SPRING!'
WELCOME SPRING!

Pretty Smiling
PANSIES

Hanging Baskets,
Bowils, Pots & 6 Packs

~ Arriving This Week ~

Cold Weather

Vegetable Plants

Lettuce, Cabbage,
Cauliflower, Kale & More

Spring Ploming
Perenials
FOR THE GARDEN THAT BLOOMS YEAR AFTER YEAR!

Creeping Phlox, Lenten Rose,
Columbine, Bleeding Hearts & More

SPRING FLOWERING
TREES & SHRUBS

Azaleas, Rhododendrons,
Magnolias, Forsythia
Fruit Trees ~ Apples,
Pears, Peaches,
Plums & Cherries

We've Got Garden
Seeds For 2026!

NEW - Earth Science Wildflower Mixes
Includes Seeds, Fertilizer & Soil Improvement

Seeds From Burpee, Page,
Livingston & Botanical Interest
HEIRLOOM & ORGANIC SEEDS TOO!

Onion Sets, Baby Greens & Sprout Seeds

Potting & Garden Scils

Coast Of Maine Soils & Compost
Lobster Compost e Raised Bed Mix
Tomato & Vegetable Soil
Perennial & Rose Soil ® Potting Soil Mix

Join Us At
The Springfield Museums

FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS
April 9th — 12th
The Galleries Are Filled With Stunning
Interpretive Floral Arrangements
Designed By Local Florists & Garden Clubs

Sponsored By Flowers, Flowers!

Supported By Durocher Florist, M&T Bank,
Randall’s Farm & Greenhouse,
Willow & Moss Flowers & Springfield Florist Supplies
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I OPINION

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Vs
—

I'll be 65 soon and am working,

Must I enroll in Medicare?

Dear Rusty:

I will be 65 in October
and I am working full-
time. My goal is to work
until age 67, which is my
Full Retirement Age or
until age 70.

I heard I have to apply
for Medicare Part A
only. Is this true or will
I be penalized? And do 1
have to go to the Social
Security office to do this
or can I do it online?
And then will they be still
giving me my Medicare
through the next five years
of working or do I have to
pay for something? I will
have my own healthcare
insurance. Thank you for
your help.

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

There are two things
you should be aware of:

You do not need to
claim Social Security ben-
efits when you enroll in
Medicare

You do not need to
enroll in Medicare at age
65 if you have “credit-
able” healthcare cover-
age from your employer,
“creditable” is a group
plan with at least 20 par-
ticipants.

Thus, it is perfectly
okay for you to delay tak-
ing your Social Security
benefits until age 67 (your
SS full retirement age) or
even until age 70 when
you will get the maxi-
mum SS benefit you are
entitled to. And if you now
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your
employer, you can delay
enrolling in Medicare
until such time as your
employer’s healthcare
coverage ends. When you
stop working, you will
enter a Medicare Special
Enrollment Period, during
which you can enroll in
Medicare without incur-
ring a Late Enrollment
Penalty.

Whenever you decide
to enroll in Medicare or
Social Security, you will
not need to visit your local
SSA office to do so. You
can enroll in Medicare
either online at www.ssa.
gov/medicare/sign-up
or you can call SSA at
1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to enroll
in Medicare on the tele-
phone.

Similarly, when you
are ready to claim Social
Security, you can do so
online at www.ssa.gov/
apply or you can call
1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to apply
for SS over the phone.
To apply online, howev-
er, you should first create
your personal “my Social
Security” online account
at www.ssa.gov/myac-
count. Creating your
online SS account now at
age 65 will facilitate later
online enrollment and will
also provide you with an
estimate of your SS bene-
fit amounts at various ages
— e.g., now at age 65, at
your FRA of 67 or at age
70. And that should help
you decide when it is best
for you to claim Social
Security.

A few final points:

You should verify with
your employer’s health
insurance provider that
they don’t require you to
enroll in Medicare at age
65. Most employer plans
don’t, but some do.

You don’t need to enroll
in Medicare Part A or Part
B now as long as your
employer’s coverage is
creditable. And it’s okay
to enroll in Medicare a
couple of months prior to
your employer’s creditable
healthcare coverage end-
ing when you stop work-
ing, requesting that your
Medicare coverage starts
when your employer’s
healthcare ends. This will
ensure that there is no gap
in your healthcare cover-
age. If your employer cov-
erage is creditable, you
will not suffer a Medicare
Late Enrollment Penalty
for enrolling after age 65.

If you claim Social
Security benefits at any
time prior to your FRA
and are still working,
you will be subject to
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much you can
earn before they take
away some of your ben-
efits. The AET lasts until
you reach your FRA (67),
after which you can earn
as much as you like with-
out your SS benefits being
affected.

Whenever you claim
your Social Security ben-
efits, you will be required
to take Medicare Part A,
which is coverage for
inpatient hospitalization
services. Medicare Part
A is free because you are
also eligible for Social
Security. But you don’t
need to enroll in Part A
at age 65 unless you also
claim Social Security.

Medicare Part B, which
is coverage for outpatient
healthcare services (doc-
tors, medical tests, etc.),
is optional if you have
creditable employer cov-
erage as explained above.
You do not need to enroll
in Medicare Part B, for
which there is a monthly
premium of $202.90 in
2026 until your employ-
er’s creditable healthcare
coverage ends, even if you
claim Social Security ear-
lier.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
Jfor AMAC.

Water District announces

hydrant flushing

BELCHERTOWN - The Belchertown Water District will
be conducting the annual hydrant flushing program Apr. 21
to May 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Flushing will begin in
the northern end of the District and proceed south. Rusty
colored water and low pressure may occur during this pro-
gram.

The ins and outs of forsythia

ach year as forsythia
Eburst into bloom, I am
reminded of my dad.

You see, this spring har-
binger always blooms
right around his
birthday. This year
would’ve been a
monumental one, as
he would have cele-
brated 100 years!

Although most land-
scape professionals
aren’t all that fond of
forsythia, it holds a special
place in my heart. When it
is in full bloom our eyes are
lifted away from the still
drab lawn and the bare bor-
ders to bask at its branches
of yellow flowers.

If you are lucky enough
to have forsythia growing
in your yard, perhaps you
will find the following facts
interesting, straight from the
archives.

Forsythia can be forced
into bloom indoors. While
it is a little late in the sea-
son to fully appreciate this
technique, it can easily be
achieved now.

As long as temperatures
are above freezing, you
can harvest the branches.
Simply prepare them as you
would any other cut flow-
er by removing side shoots
that would be under water in
the vase. Fill the vase with
hot water and just prior to
insertion recut the end of the
stem on a 45 degree angle to
expose as much surface area
as possible.

We use hot water because
it will move through the
plant’s vascular system
quickly, hydrating it fully.

Place the vase in indirect,
bright light, and change the
water a couple of times a
week. Expect blooms in a
matter of days this time of

year; if you harvest stems in
early March it will take a bit
longer to enjoy the flowers.

approach.

Sometimes you see for-
sythia pruned into balls or
stiff hedges. While some
homeowners consider this
look appealing, I like to see

the bush a little less
tame. It’s also hard

to guarantee flow-
ers throughout such
-

by
Roberta McQuaia

Forsythia buds are ten-
der. While the shrub itself is
hardy to Zone 4, the buds are
reliably hardy to only Zone
5

After an especially cold
winter you may see forsyth-
ia in half-bloom! The tops
of the shrub may be devoid
of blossoms, but the bottom
chock-full. This generally
happens because the lower
portion of the shrub was
insulated under a snow bank
or leaf mound.

Likewise, the blossoms
are also tender — sometimes
reduced to mush the morning
after a hard freeze.

Forsythia flowers are
borne on the previous year’s
wood. With that in mind,
prune as soon as possible
after flowering.

Simply cut the oldest
stems all the way down to
the ground. You can safely
remove up to one-third of
the bush in a single pruning
session. New growth will
emerge over the summer and
provide blossoms for next
season.

While some books recom-
mend cutting overgrown for-
sythias down to the ground
completely, in my experi-
ence, this advice is drastic.
The plant will need a couple
of years to recover from that

a manicured shape;
sometimes part will
bloom and the rest will
be just foliage. Kind of a
weird look.

Propagating forsythias is
easy! Do you want more of
a good thing? Try layering
your forsythias. Take a long,
pliable branch and bend it to
the ground a foot or so from
the main plant. Cover the
bend with soil and secure it
with a brick or heavy stone.
In a few months’ time it will
root, and by the following
spring the new plant can
easily be separated from its
mother.

Forsythia is easily grown.
Perhaps this is why we see
so many forsythias in the
landscape.

While it will undoubtedly
bloom best in full sun, once
established, it can toler-
ate all but the driest of soils
and adapts to a range in pH.
Also, it is bothered by few
pests or diseases.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.
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By Ellenor Downer

on March 28, my first
sighting of 2026.

The Eastern Phoebe is a
plump songbird with a medi-
um-length tail. It appears
large-headed for a bird
of its size. The head often
appears flat on top, but
phoebes sometimes raise the
feathers up into a peak. Like
most small flycatchers, they
have short, thin bills used for
catching insects. The Eastern
Phoebe slightly larger than a
tufted titmouse.

The Eastern Phoebe is
brownish-gray above and
off-white below, with a
dusky wash to the sides of
the breast. The head is typi-
cally the darkest part of the
upper parts. Birds in fresh
fall plumage show faint yel-

Isaw an Eastern Phoebe

low on the belly and whitish
edging on the folded wing
feathers.

The Eastern Phoebe gen-
erally perches low in trees or
on fence lines. Phoebes are
very active, making short
flights to capture insects
and very often returning to
the same perch. They make
sharp “peep” calls in addition
to their familiar “Phoebe”
vocalizations. When perched,
Eastern Phoebes wag their
tails down and up frequently.

These birds favor open

Eastern
Phoebe

woods such as yards, parks,
woodlands and woodland
edges. Phoebes usually breed
around buildings or bridges
on which they construct their
nests under the protection of
an eave or ledge.

Bring in bird feeders
The Allen Bird Club of
Springfield reminds area resi-
dents that early spring means
hungry bears. If people enjoy

Please sce BACKYARD,
page 8

Turley
Publications
Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words
or less in length. No
unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter
writers to include his or
her town of residence
and home telephone
number. We must
authenticate authorship
prior to publication.
We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to
be libelous or contain
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks,
defamation of character
and offensive language.
All unknown or alleged
facts and quotations
offered by the author
need to cite credible,
unbiased sources. Send
letters to: Sentinel, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA
01069 or via email to
sentinel @turley.com.
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5
p.m.

Turley
Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other
campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information
about key endorsements or
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to
edit all statements of candida-
¢y and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.
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sentinel@turley.com
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Clapp Memorial Library’s upcoming programs and events

What'’s going on at
the Library?
Check it out!

FOR GENERAL
AUDIENCES:

Classical Music

with Kalos Trio
Saturday, April 18 - 4-5 p.m.
Join the library for an
evening of classical music
with Kalos Trio. Kalos Trio
is comprised of Rebecca
Hartka on cello, Julia Liao
on violin, and Barbara
Lysakowski on piano. Ms.
Lysakowski will be perform-
ing on the Library’s 1877
Steinway piano. This concert
will be held at Belchertown
United Church of Christ
in Belchertown. This pro-
gram is funded in part by a
grant from the Belchertown
Cultural Council, a local
agency which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural

Council, a state agency.

Astral Evening:

Star Party with the Library
Location: Foley Field,
Belchertown
Wednesday, April 22, 8-10 p.m.

Members of Springfield
STARS Astronomy Club will
be setting up telescopes to
lead us on a tour of the night
sky. Witness some of the
most impressive sights! We’ll
be outside, so please wear
comfortable shoes and warm
clothing. Foley Field is locat-
ed behind the Police Station
off route 202 in Belchertown.
In the case of poor weath-
er conditions, an announce-
ment will be made on our
FaceBook page. Raindate:
Thurs, April 23.

Our “Tote Bags for Good!”
donation drive is going
strong!

Show your support for
the library AND help our
Belchertown communi-
ty all at the same time. Buy
a 2025 Summer Reading
Program Tote Bag for $20
and $5 will be donated to

the local organization of
your choice: 1) Belchertown
Meals on Wheels for Seniors,
2) Belchertown’s three Food
Pantries, or 3) the Sensory
Trail at Lake Wallace! Tote
bags showcase the 10 years’
worth of Summer Reading
logos designed and donated
by local fantasy artist, Scott
Fischer. Visit the display in
the Library near the circu-
lation desk for more infor-
mation and to purchase your
bag. A huge thank you to
those who have purchased
and made their choice of
donation!

FOR ADULTS:

Ditch the Plastic!
Soil Blocking Workshop
Tuesday, April 21,
4:30 - 6 p.m.

Soil blocking is a meth-
od of creating cubes of
soil to hold and germinate
seeds. Learn about the ben-
efits of soil blocking and
make some soil blocks to
take home. Presented by

Paulina Borrego of the Mass
Aggie Seed Library. Space
is limited and registration is
required to attend. Register
online at clapplibrary.org or
call 413-323-4017. Potting
soil generously donated by
Gardener’s Supply Company
in Hadley. This program is
funded by the Friends of the
Clapp Memorial Library.

Call for Volunteers!

Volunteers needed for
“Knotweed Knockdown”

First Work Day: Saturday,
April 25, 9:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. (Rain Date: Sunday,
April 26)

Many of you are famil-
iar with the large patch of
Knotweed located behind
the library. Knotweed is one
of the most difficult invasive
plants to remove. We would
like to take back the space
behind the library, so this
April through October, we’ll
be working to clear it during
Knotweed Knockdown.
Chemicals will not be used,
so we’re recruiting volun-

teers to help with the phys-
ical removal of the plants.
No gardening experience is
necessary. Volunteers will be
asked to register, complete
a CORI check, and sign a
waiver. If you’re interested in
getting involved or learning
more, please contact Cyndi
Harbeson at charbeson@
cwmars.org. More details to
follow!

FOR TEENS:

Teen Book Club

Wednesday, April 29, 3- 4 p.m.

The Clapp Memorial
Library has a book club for
teens in grades 7-12! On
Wednesday, April 29th, teens
will discuss The Wilderness
of Girls by Madeline Claire
Franklin. Copies of the book
are available for checkout at
the library’s circulation desk
and on the Libby and hoop-
la apps. Snacks will be pro-
vided at the meeting. Email
clapplibrarytab@gmail.com
with any questions. New
members are always wel-

come!
FOR CHILDREN:

Children’s Scavenger Hunt
April’s Theme: SPACE!
Prize: Space Facts and Fun

Book Bundles - Two winners

this month!

We’re inviting children
to participate in April’s
Scavenger Hunt! Pick up a
clue sheet and look for the
pictures hidden in the chil-
dren’s area. Write down the
word you find with each
picture and figure out this
month’s saying. One raffle
ticket per child each month.

Clapp Memorial
Library Hours:
Monday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30 am.-7 p.m.
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thursday9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
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feeding birds during the
winter, it’s now time to
bring feeders in at night or
to put them away entirely
until next December. Black
bears have an excellent
memory and will return
to feeders where they find
easy meals. When that hap-
pens, bears can become
a nuisance. FYI, over 50
million Americans pur-
chase more than one billion
pounds of bird seed and
suet annually.

An excellent way to
feed birds year-round is
by planting native fruit
and seed bearing plants
that provide food for wild-
life. The Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s new citizen
science initiative, Garden
for Birds, offers region-
ally-tailored tips on the
best plants to choose to
help struggling wildlife
to thrive. This program is
free and participation can
be cancelled at any time.
Information on how to turn
a yard into a bird-support-
ing habitat can be found by
visiting gardenforbirds.org.

Common mergansers

My husband and 1
saw the male and female
Common Merganser diving
in cedar Lake Sturbridge
in between the ice on
Thursday, March 19. They
were beautiful.

Brimfield birds

I received an email from
a Brimfield resident. He
said, “In my last email I had
reported a broad-winged
hawk seen in the yard. I
later was looking at some
photographs I had taken of
the bird and discovered I
was wrong, the bird was a
red-shouldered hawk. Also
it would have been very
early for a broad-wing.”

He saw crows, blue jays
and a red-shouldered hawk
on his trail camera as well
as raccoons and an opos-
sum.

He also has eight gold-
finch visiting regularly. He
said, “For most of the win-
ter we have only seen one
or two at the feeders. One
was starting to show some
yellow plumage.”

He puts out a coffee can
of whole peanuts every day
in a tray. He said, “Blue
jays, titmice and an occa-
sional red-bellied wood-
pecker take the peanuts that
are usually gone within a
couple of hours. Lately the
peanuts have been lasting
two or three days and I hav-
en’t seen any blue jays.” He

also noted it is “A sign of
spring, the chipmunks are
out and about and the daf-
fodil leaves have started to
emerge, hooray.”

Goldfinches

I received an email from
a Worthington resident. He
said, “Around mid-February
each year my bird feeders
are inundated by a flock
or maybe flocks of gold-
finches in their drab winter
colorations. It’s amazing
how many flit in and out
of my feeders. And, when
the goldfinches come, they
are joined by an equally
large flock of pine siskins.
They must travel together
and they look somewhat
similar since the goldfinch-
es aren’t yet sporting their
bright yellow colors. They
usually hang around for a
month or so and then move
on further North.” He said,
“I enjoy watching them at
the feeders, the few who
decide to spend the summer
in Western Massachusetts.”

Bluebirds

I received an email from
a Hampden resident, who
shared video from a blink
camera she installed inside
her bluebird house in 2025.
She placed the camera in
the birdhouse to keep track
of activity and this result-
ed in two broods of blue-
birds successfully hatch-
ing and fledging a total of
eight young. She said, “The
camera helped to keep the
sparrows from establishing
a nest and gave us close
ups of the bluebird fami-
lies.” She also said, “Once
September rolled around,
it was time to clean and
sanitize the birdhouse.
However, a downy wood-
pecker found it was a fine
place to spend the night.
He has continued arriving
at sundown and leaving at
sunrise the next day. The
bluebirds sometimes stop
by during the day possibly
checking it out for their
future nest.” She said, “Our
hope is the bluebirds return
this spring and don’t have
issues with the woodpecker
as well as the sparrows.”

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing
mybackyard88 @aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005. The Palmer office
has a new phone system
and I will be getting an
extension where messages
may be left. I will publish
the number as soon as it is
set up.

CREDIT for Life

CREDIT from page 1

Belchertown High School
seniors Evan Perkins, Adam
O’Rourke and Thomas
Normandeau learned that
a good credit store can help
when financing the purchase
of a car, or finding a place to
live.

“Credit score mattered
more than I thought,” Perkins
said.

After finding housing,
transportation and insurance,
Perkins realized his salary
left him with a small budget
to purchase other essentials,
such as clothing.

“I should spend less money
on clothes,” he said.

Perkins selected a career
as a video production editor,
which is something he already
has experience with in real
life, working with a friend to
shoot and edit music videos.

O’Rourke and Normandeau
also chose careers similar to
what they will be pursuing
after graduation, as a lines-
men and plumber, respective-
ly.

“You’ve got to really figure
out your expenses,” O’Rourke
said. “Try to save as much
money as you can.”

O’Rourke added that food
cost a lot of money, and was
a greater expense than he
expected.

Normandeau said his bud-
get was impacted by the vehi-
cle he choose to purchase,
which was a less cost-effi-
cient truck.

Students were given oppor-
tunities for “Fun, Fun, Fun,”
where they could spend
their money on “wants” ver-
sus “needs,” allowing them
the chance to budget for the
exciting extras in life, while
still maintaining their finan-
cial health.

The “Reality Check” wheel
of fortune had students spin-
ning to receive an unexpect-
ed financial burden, or bless-
ing. They also had chances
to work part-time jobs to help
boost their income and pay
for their debts and expenses.

Other booths handled hous-
ing, transportation, insurance,
furniture, utilities, savings
and retirement, food and
nutrition and clothing.

Ware High School seniors
Sophia Rheaume, Damian
Brace and Daniel Ramirez all
selected careers in healthcare,
with Rheaume as a psycholo-
gist, Brace as an occupation-
al therapist and Ramirez as a
pharmacist.

Brace and Ramirez decid-
ed to become roommates in
order to share living expenses.
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Volunteers Amie Mirecki, Kathy Radisic and Donna Holden helped staff the Clothing booth.

Ware High School senior
Maia Lamothe selected a
career as an electrical engi-
neer, as it was the closest to
her future career as a chemi-
cal engineer.

Palmer High School seniors
Dylan Doherty, Matthew
Kirby and Gavin Smola all
selected careers as accoun-
tants.

Smola said food and hous-
ing were both large expens-
es in his budget, and Doherty
said having a roommate saved
him a lot of money.

Kirby put his financial liter-
acy to the test to raise his 575
credit score up to over 700.

This marks the 15th year
Country Bank has offered
Credit for Life to area seniors,
and the first year for inter-
im Superintendent Michael
Wood.

“It’s really important,”
Wood said.

Wood said the temptation
of spending can have a neg-
ative impact on many young
people, especially those on
their own for the first time.

“We have to understand
what they [the temptations]
are and how they impact our
credit for life,” he said.

About Country Bank

Established in 1850,
Country Bank has a rich
history of supporting per-
sonal and business banking
customers through financial
solutions with FDIC and DIF
insurance for added security.

Country Bank is a full-ser-
vice $2.2 billion mutual com-
munity bank serving Central
and Western Massachusetts

Jodie Gerulaitis, First Vice President of Community Relations at
Country Bank, welcomed students to Credit for Life.

with 16 banking centers and
two business offices in Ware,
Palmer, West Brookfield,
Brimfield, Belchertown,
Wilbraham, Longmeadow,
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton,
Charlton, Springfield,
Uxbridge and Worcester.
With a commitment to per-
sonalized service and com-
munity involvement, Country
Bank offers individuals,
businesses, and municipali-
ties a comprehensive range
of banking products and ser-
vices.

Country Bank is a member
of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM
network. Country Bank can
be reached at 800-322-8233
or online at countrybank.
com.

Country Bank volunteer David
Micka helped students at his
booth.
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SOUP'S ONS AT

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PlG FEET o ... 5069

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET ... P P39

Thurs. 8-6

SALE DATES:
4/9/26-4/15/26

BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. FROZEN e BARBER FOODS

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU
CLUB PAK 6 PIECES wsrssssssssmmssssssees

90 Meat Outlet

HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4
‘e Fri, 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

SAVINGS © SELECTION * SERVICE

582

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

The “Fun, Fun, Fun” booth tempted students to spend money

on fun purchases.

Ware High School seniors Damian Brace and Daniel Ramirez
worked together to make living more affordable.
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Canyon Charron delivers a pitch for the Orioles.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE— The base-
ball field at Rivers Park in
Chicopee will be rededicat-
ed on the last day of April
in honor of Dan Dulchinos,
who won 639 games during
the fifty years that he was
the varsity baseball coach at
Chicopee Comp.

Evan Berneche and Justin
Franczek, who are former
members of the Comp base-
ball team, have followed in
Dulchinos’s footsteps as var-
sity coaches.

Using a little bit of
small ball, which was the
style that Dulchinos also
used, Berneche guided
the Belchertown Orioles
to a 3-1 road win over the

Ritchingydefensellead
OriolesjnastColts

www.sports.turley.com

Chicopee Comp Colts, who
are coached by Franczek, last
Monday afternoon (March
30). Dulchinos watched the
Valley East match-up from
behind the backstop.

“We don’t have a bunch
of guys who are going to
crush the ball. We’re going
to be playing a lot of small
ball this year. We bunted six
or seven times in today’s
game,” said Berneche,
who was inducted into the
Chicopee Athletic Hall of
Fame in 2019. “I learned a
lot about baseball from coach
Dulchinos and he also played
a lot of small ball. I didn’t
get the opportunity to speak
with coach before today’s

Please see ORIOLES,
page 10

Nate Marino shuffles, them makes a throw to first.

Pioneers
edged
by rival
Panthers

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— Tyler
Wilson, Connor Roche,
and Zach Handzal were
the starting pitchers for the
Palmer Panthers the last
time that they began the
high school baseball sea-
son with consecutive vic-
tories.

For the first time since
2014, the Panthers had a
2-0 record following an
11-9 victory over cross-
town rival Pathfinder Tech
before a large crowd at
historic Legion Field, last
Friday afternoon.

“Everyone played a
key role in today’s victo-
ry,” said Handzal, who’s
beginning his second sea-
son as the Panthers varsity
baseball coach. “We fin-
ished the week with a 2-0
record, and we now move
on to next week. You
always want to go unde-
feated each week.”

The 2014 Palmer squad
won its first five games
and finished the regular
season with a 17-3 over-
all record before losing to
Athol in a Western Mass.
Division 3 quarterfinal
game.

The Panthers, who are
first year members of
the Tri-County League,
lost both games that
they played against the
Pioneers a year ago.

While Palmer began the
2026 season with a 10-2
win at Westfield Tech on
March 31, Pathfinder Tech
(0-2) fell to Tri-County
League rival McCann
Tech, 13-2, in their season
opener at Legion Field.

“Seven of the 13 play-
ers listed on our roster
are new players, and I'm
also a first-year varsity
coach,” said Pathfinder
Tech head coach Dan
Szostek. “We’re still get-
ting to know each other. I

Please see PIONEERS,
page 10

Durant Garden makes a serve.

Vitaly Gavel gets
a bump from the
back line.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Jake Gagnon gets a set.

LEFT: Richard Sweet sends a hit over
the net.

Daniel
Santiago
gets a
bump.

Nathan Walsh sends a hit over the net.

Granby gets
third win
of season

GRANBY - Last Wednesday, Ludlow
High School boys volleyball engaged in
three tough battles with Granby, but the
Rams pulled away in the third set, and then
had a decided advantage in the fourth set,
winning 25-16 and taking the match 3-1
over the Lions. Ludlow fell to 0-2 on the
season. Granby improved to 3-1, with 12
kills from Braeden Gallagher and 11 kills
from Jake Gagnon, who also achieved 16
assists, including the 1,000th for his career.

B-Town
not able to
come back
against
Ludlow

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Holding a six-
run lead entering the top of the
seventh inning was almost not
enough for the Ludlow varsity
softball team.

The Belchertown Lady
Orioles rallied for three runs
in their final at-bats, but
the Lady Lions managed to
hang on for a 9-6 victory in
a Bi-County League con-
test held at the Paul R. Baird
Middle School softball field in
Ludlow, last Wednesday after-
noon.

“We were able to score
some runs early in the game,
which gave us a little bit of a
cushion,” said Ludlow head
coach Missy Rocker. “T was
a little bit worried in the final
inning, but I went out and vis-
ited with my pitcher. I tried to
settle her down and we were
finally able to end the game.”

Ludlow has now won
the last five games against
Belchertown.

The two teams entered the
first meeting of this season,
which was played in the rain,
with 1-0 records.

The Lady Lions, who
played their home opener,
began the season with a 15-9
road win over league rival
Monson.

“We now have a 2-0 record,
which is huge for us,” Rocker
said. “We finished tied for
the league title a couple of
years ago. We don’t have any
seniors, and it would be very
nice to win the league title this
year.”

The Lady Orioles, who
defeated Springfield Central,
18-9 in their opener, commit-
ted four errors in their first
meeting of the season against
the Lady Lions.

“We struggled during
the first six innings,” said
Belchertown head coach Mike
Lafayette. “We just need to
work on a few different things.
It’ll probably be a different

Please see B-TOWN,
page 10
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T-Birds close in on
playoff spot with win

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(29-29-6-2) withstood
multiple come-
back bids
from the
Syracuse
Crunch (39-

21-3-4) en

route to a 4-3

shootout win

on Saturday night inside
the MassMutual Center.

The T-Birds forced vet-
eran goaltender Brandon
Halverson into early work
as Springfield generated
two power play chances
in the first period, along
with 12 total shots on the
target. While the Crunch
held the fort shorthand-
ed, they could not keep
Springfield off the board,
as Alek Kaskimaki whis-
tled a high-rising wrist shot
over Halverson’s glove at
10:34 to give the T-Birds
a 1-0 lead. Akil Thomas
picked up a point for a

third straight game on the
lone assist.

At the other end,

the T-Birds made life

easy for their

starter, Will

Cranley, who

needed to make

just five saves

in 20 minutes to

begin his evening.

Syracuse had difficulty
generating a high quanti-
ty of shots through the
course of the evening, but
they were opportunistic
as Ethan Samson slipped
down the slot, received a
pass from Ethan Gauthier,
and wristed it past Cranley
at 8:07 of the second to tie
the score.

Less than two minutes
later, the T-Birds’ special
teams rose to the occasion
again, killing off 1:15 of
5-on-3 Crunch power play

Please see PLAYOFFS,
page 11

B-TOWN from page 9

outcome the next time that
we face Ludlow. We battled
back in the final inning, and
we were a base hit away
from tying the game.”

The last time that
Belchertown celebrated a
victory on the softball dia-
mond against Ludlow was
on May 22, 2019, by the
final score of 10-6.

In last Wednesday’s
game, the Lady Orioles
were trailing the Lady
Orioles, 9-3, entering the
top of the seventh inning.

Junior shortstop Emily
Waller and junior leftfield-
er Sophia Mitus (2-for-3)
began the Lady Orioles
comeback rally with back-
to-back walks against soph-
omore righthander Olivia
Slatton. Sophomore catcher
Kina Roy was then hit-by-
a-pitch, which loaded the
bases.

After Slatton struck out
the next batter, senior third
baseman Abigail Almeida
hit a pop-up single into left
field bringing home the first
run of the frame.

Almeida, who had two
hits in the game, was the
Lady Orioles only senior
starter.

The Lady Orioles rally
continued with soph-
omore centerfielder
Cassidy MacLean draw-
ing a walk scoring anoth-
er run, which sliced
Belchertown’s deficit to 9-5.
An infield hit by junior first
baseman Kaiya Cavanaugh
made the score 9-6.

Following a visit by her
head coach, Slatton quick-
ly regrouped and struck out
the next two batters with the
bases loaded, which ended
the game.

Slatton was the winning
pitcher despite allowing six
runs on ten hits. She walked

four and had nine strikeouts.

Belchertown took a 1-0
lead with two outs in the
first inning on an infield hit
by Almeida.

With two outs in the
home half of the inning,
Slatton (4-for-5) hit a hard
ground ball into left field.
After stealing second base,
sophomore catcher Madelyn
Goncalves-Korny (3-4)
knocked her home with a
double down the left field
line.

The Lady Lions, who
banged out a total of 15
hits against junior righty
Lila Roy, took a 3-1 lead
for the first time in the sec-
ond inning. Sophomore
first baseman Khloe Davis
(2-for-4) brought home the
go-ahead run with a double
to right and Slatton also had
an RBI single.

The top four Ludlow bat-
ters went 12-for-18.

Both teams scored a run
in the third inning.

Ludlow built an §8-2
advantage after scoring four
runs in the fourth inning.
Two more runs crossed
the plate on RBI singles
by Korny and freshman
first baseman Madison
Goncalves. The other two
runs came home on a throw-
ing error by the catcher.

After the Lady Orioles
scored an unearned run in
the sixth, the Lady Lions
answered right back with a
run scoring single by junior
Caitlyn Peczka (3-for-5)
in the bottom half of the
inning.

The Lady Lions, who
almost watched their lead
slip away in the seventh
inning, will be looking to
sweep the season series
when they make the short
trip to Belchertown High
School on April 22.

ORIOLES from page 9

game, but I’'m hoping that
he’s proud of the way my
team played.”

Prior to becoming the
varsity baseball coach at
Belchertown High School,
Berneche was an assistant
coach at his alma mater
under Franczek, who entered
the 2026 regular season with
97 career victories.

“Evan was a very good
baseball and football play-
er in high school,” said
Franczek, who likes to play
small ball. “We’re good
friends and our families
are close. It’s like playing a
chess match whenever we
face against each other.”

Franczek replaced
Dulchinos as the Comp varsi-
ty baseball coach in 2013.

“Coach Dulchinos comes
to a lot of our home games,
and we love having him
around,” Franczek added.
“My father (Dan) also played
baseball for him. Other than
my dad, coach Dulchinos has
made the greatest impact in
my life. He’s an incredible

person and I've learned so
many life lessons from him.
We’ll be rededicating the
field to him before our game
against Minnechaug on April
307

The baseball field was
originally dedicated to
Dulchinos in 1994.

The road victory evened
the Orioles early season
record at 1-1. They began
the regular season with
a 2-1 home loss to East
Longmeadow on March 26.
Senior Ryan Gould pitched
well enough to win that
game, but he didn’t receive
very much support offensive-
ly.
Comp (0-1) took a 1-0 lead
in the first meeting of this
spring against the Orioles
without the benefit of a base
hit.

Comp junior righthander
Jacoby Haney set down the
side in order in the top of the
first inning

Senior centerfielder Jaylen
Gonzales led off the bottom
half of the opening frame
with a walk before stealing
second base. Belchertown

Ryan Gould checks his swing.

Jon Perron takes his lead off first.

senior righty Canyon
Charron struck out the next
two batters before senior first
baseman Justin Lafontaine
reached first base following
a fielding error by the short-
stop putting runners at the
corners. Then senior third
baseman Tanner Martell was
hit-by-a-pitch loading the
bases. Gonzales scored on
a wild pitch, but the home
team left the bases loaded.

It was the only run allowed
by Charron during the five
innings that he was on the
mound. He gave up just three
hits with three walks and ten
strikeouts.

The Colts didn’t keep the
1-0 lead for very long.

Senior Brennan Real, who
began the game in left field,
drew a walk leading off the
top of second inning. He
advanced to second base on
a passed ball and a wild pitch
moved him to third base.
Real scored the tying run
when sophomore third base-
man Alex Ryczek hit a sac-
rifice fly to left with one out.

Just like in the second
inning, Belchertown senior

catcher Joey Minnon began
the third inning with a walk.
He scored the go-ahead run
on a wild pitch with two outs.

The Orioles also had the
leadoff hitter on base in the
final four innings but could
only score one more run.

Charron singled leading off
the top of the fourth, which
was the only base hit allowed
by Haney.

Meanwhile, the Colts, who
haven’t defeated the Orioles
since the second meeting
of the 2024 regular season,
stranded a total of eight run-
ners in scoring position.

“We just didn’t do a very
good job of putting the ball
in play with less than two
outs,” Franczek said. “We left
too many runners in scoring
position.”

The Orioles took a 3-0 lead
in the fifth inning following a
safety squeeze bunt by senior
DH Austin Raymer which
plated junior right fielder
Jonathan Perron, who was
hit-by-a-pitch.

Real, who’s a righty,
replaced Charron in the sixth
and struck out the side.

Comp put a little bit of
pressure on Real in their final
at-bats.

Senior second baseman
Zach Bajgier drew a leadoff
walk. After Real retired the
next two batters on a pop-
up and a flyball, an infield
hit by Martell kept the Colts
comeback hopes alive. He
advanced to second base on
a throwing error. Real then
ended the game with a strike-
out.

Austin Raymer lays down a
bunt.

PIONEERS from page 9

thought we kept battling back
in today’s game.”

The winning pitcher in
last Friday’s contest was
Brendan Hess, who’s one of
the five seniors listed on the
Panthers varsity roster. The
righthander allowed five runs
(3 earned) on only four base
hits with five walks and nine
strikeouts during the first five
innings. He threw 101 pitch-
es.

The Pioneers took a 2-0
lead against Hess in the top

« Small Class Sizes
o Art, Band, Chorus

» World Language Lab

« New Playgrounds

distinguished school

HADLEY ELEMENTARY

o Tech & Makerspace Lab

o 7:30am Homework support (free)

« Afterschool Clubs: Newspaper,
Equestrian, Board Games

« Inclusive Special Ed Services

o Project Lead the Way

*Open spots in grades K-2.
Limited spots grades 3-5.
Grade 6 closed.

HADLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS 2026-2027

Hadley Public Schools grades PK-12 is now accepting
School Choice Applications.

They can be found at www.hadleyschools.org.
The cut-off date for applications is April 15th.
Hadley Public Schools offers the following advantages:

HOPKINS ACADEMY

« Small Class Sizes

« Advanced Course Offerings

« AP, PLTW, Early College

« Career Pathways in:
Business & Finance, Clean Energy,
Manufacturing & Engineering,
Information Sciences, Social Assistance
& Health Care, Life Sciences

« Extracurricular Offerings: Athletics,
Band, Chorus, Drama, Equestrian,
Leadership

o Internships, Service Learning

o Travel Opportunities

Grades 7-12 open.

of the first inning.

Senior right fielder Dayne
Shanley, who drew a lead-
off walk, stole second base
and scored the first run of the
game on a passed ball. Senior
centerfielder Edward Szostek
drove home the other run
with a cue shot that rolled
past first base for a single.

The Panthers, who were
the home team, respond-
ed by scoring four runs
against senior righty Andrew
Sullivan in the bottom half of
the opening frame. Sullivan
only pitched in a couple of
games as a junior before suf-
fering a season ending injury.

“Andrew was a pitcher for
the varsity team as a sopho-
more,” said coach Szostek,
who was an assistant coach
a year ago. “He missed most
of last season with an arm
injury. It’s nice having him
back on the mound again this
year.”

With one-out, Hess blasted
a run scoring triple to cen-
ter field before scoring the
tying run on a wild pitch
that skipped to the backstop.
Eighth grade second baseman
Josiel Ortiz and sophomore
leftfielder Liam McKee also
contributed with RBI singles
which gave the Panthers a

4-2 lead.

Both teams scored a run in
the third inning.

The Pioneers closed the
gap to 5-4 with two outs in
the fourth when junior short-
stop Brody Wetnicka crossed
the plate on a wild pitch.

It didn’t remain a one run
game for very long, as the
Panthers put four runs on
the left field scoreboard in
their next at-bats. Two runs
scored on bases loaded walks
by senior third baseman Theo
Haley and senior catcher
Sebastian Mayberry, who had
two hits in the home open-
er. Another run scored when
Hess hit a pop-up single to
center.

Sullivan, who threw a total
of 80 pitches, was replaced
by freshman lefthander Zach
Smith with no outs.

He retired junior first base-
man Dylan Holbrook on a
ground ball out which scored
Haley making the score 9-4.

“We’ve been hitting the
ball very well so far this
season,” Handzel said. “We
scored four runs in the fourth
inning, which gave us a little
breathing room.

The Panthers scored two
more runs in their next
at-bats.

Pathfinder Tech, who
added an unearned run in the
fifth, was trailing 11-5 enter-
ing the top of the seventh
inning.

The Pioneers put together
a rally against Palmer senior
right-hander Matt Santos,
who had pitched a scoreless
sixth inning.

Freshman Anthony Elliott
began the seventh inning
with a double to left field.
Junior left fielder Emerson
Boronski also doubled to
left field scoring Elliott.
Then back-to-back walks by
Edward Szostek and fresh-
man DH Zach Latourelle
loaded the bases.

At that point, Handzel
decided to make a pitch-
ing change. Ortiz, who’s a
righty, replaced Santos on the
mound. The Pioneers scored
two more runs before Ortiz
ended the game with a strike-
out.

“Josiel came in with the
bases loaded and got the job
done,” Handzel said. “It was
his first appearance on the
mound this season.

The two baseball teams
are scheduled to meet again
under the lights at Legion
Field on May 14.

Water District meeting set for Apr. 21

BELCHERTOWN -
The Annual Meeting of
the Belchertown Water
District will be held on
Tuesday Apr. 21 at 6 p.m.at
the Belchertown Water
District, 206 Jabish Street,
Belchertown, Massachusetts.

Polls are open from 6 to 8
p.m. One Commissioner
will be elected for a term
of three years. The Annual
Meeting will begin at 6:05
p.m. The Warrant contain-
ing the articles to be acted
upon has been posted on the

official bulletin board of the
Town of Belchertown, in
Lawrence Memorial Hall and
at the Belchertown Water
District. All registered voters
of Belchertown residing in
the Water District are eligible
to vote in District affairs.
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i POLICE LOGS

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks of
March 20, through April 2.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Tuesday, March 24

10:37 a.m. — A 25-year-old
Holyoke resident was issued
a summons for uninsured
motor vehicle, unregistered
motor vehicle and no inspec-
tion sticker. An officer per-
formed return traffic check on
a vehicle. It showed the regis-
tration was revoked for insur-
ance and the officer stopped
the vehicle. The vehicle was
towed from the scene, and the
person was charged accord-
ingly.

12:03 p.m. — A 24-year-
old Springfield woman was
issued a summons for an
unregistered motor vehicle,
an uninsured motor vehicle,
a number plate violation and
attaching plates. An officer on
patrol ran a plate which came
back as cancelled they said
they bought the vehicle and
had an appointment with the
registry. They were advised
the plate was canceled and
they were charged according-
ly. The vehicle was towed.

7:41 p.m. — A 41-year-old
Holyoke summons charged
with improper storage of a
firearm. An officer responded
to a State Street business for
a report of a firearm left in
a restroom. The firearm was
loaded and then was secured
and unloaded by the officer.
The public had full access
to the bathroom. The serial
number was run. The item
was placed into security. They
were charged accordingly.

Wednesday, March 25

10:41 a.m. — A 37-year-
old Belchertown woman
was issued a summons for
assault and battery. An offi-
cer responded to a residence

for an allegation of a person
throwing an item at another
person.

5:19 p.m. - Craig B.
Wilder, 36, of 121 North
Main Street Apt. I3 was
arrested on charges of a fugi-
tive from justice, assault and
battery and threat to commit
a crime. An officer respond-
ed to a North Main Street
for a report of man with a
gun disturbing the area. It
was reported the person was
threatening with a firearm. A
check of the area was done.
An officer went to the apart-
ment and contacted the per-
son. They saw the person who
fit the description, and it was
an extraditable warrant out of
Arkansas for the person. Bail
was denied and the person
was transported to the region-
al lock up

6:04 p.m. — A juvenile sum-
mons for assault and battery.

Thursday, April 2
2:45 p.m. — A 17-year-old
juvenile was issued a sum-
mons speeding and operating
a motor vehicle in violation of
a license restriction.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, March 20

3:41 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a person about
damage to a vehicle parked at
one of the schools. Someone
wrote words in the dirt on the
vehicle.

7:34 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
Warren Wright Road. An
unknown vehicle middle of
lane when a second vehicle
moved to right to avoid get-
ting struck when doing so
struck a fire hydrant. The first
vehicle left the scene. No tow
was needed and no injuries
were reported.

Saturday, March 21

12:05 a.m. — An officer
responded to an accident on
George Hannum Road. A
vehicle traveling north on
George Hannum Road struck
a deer that ran in front of
the vehicle. The vehicle was
disabled. No injuries were
reported and the vehicle was
towed.

9:46 a.m. — The officer
spoke with a person about a
relative who fell for a scam
and a person posing as a US
Marshall wanted a payment
in the form of gift cards. They

were accused of fraud and
were told to pay the scammer
in gift cards. The person paid
the money. A report was filed
with elder services. No other
information is available.

Sunday, March 22

8:43 a.m. — An officer
responded to a State Street
business report of an elder-
ly person who seemed lost. It
was determined they needed
to be transported to the hospi-
tal for an evaluation.

Monday, March 23

8:18 a.m. — An officer
spoke with a victim of a
phone scam. They thought
it was a representative from
their bank and convinced the
person to provide the user-
name to keep the account
open. The person was
requested to send funds, and
they sent them to the scam-
mer.

5:30 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Granby Road. A vehicle
going west on Granby Road
failed to negotiate a turn
and left the road, striking a
bus sign. It was driven from
the scene. No injuries were
reported.

Tuesday, March 24

10:53 a.m. — An offi-
cer responded to Mill
Valley Road for a report of
a well-being check. The per-
son had not been seen by
their neighbors in signifi-
cant amount of time. The fire
department was contact to
gain entry into the residence.
The person was later contact-
ed, and they told the officer
they were in the hospital.

1:18 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a person about an
ongoing fraud incident where
money collected from a per-
son for a business transaction.
They were no longer able to
be reached and had no contact
information.

3:53 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. A people
noticed the values were off in
their income taxes and there
was money being taken out
by the small business admin-
istration. Someone was using
their social security number
for a paycheck protection pro-
gram loan and they filed for
an identity fraud report.

4:53 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. They fell

victim to a scam they got a
phone call from someone say-
ing they were a lawyer. The
person was told a relative was
in a car accident and needed
money for bail. They sent a
courier to get the money they
got the registration for the
vehicle but that didn’t come
back as suspicious. The call-
er requested to get additional
funds. They were advised to
discontinue giving the person
information.

Thursday, March 26

4:34 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a parent about
materials they child encoun-
tered.

5:39 p.m. — An officer
spoke with a resident about
issues with a former acquain-
tance. The acquaintance made
threats against a resident.

Friday, March 27

12:53 p.m. — An officer
received a Ware resident’s
license found by someone,
and it was turned into prop-
erty.

7:25 p.m. — A program
manager came into the sta-
tion to report a student that
was missing. They were later
located.

Saturday, March 28

8:01 a.m. — An officer took
a report of a stolen vehicle
on Depot Street. It was later
discovered the vehicle was
repossessed.

9:37 a.m. — An officer
assisted a West Springfield
resident when they retrieved a
locked firearm box in a vehi-
cle.

12:48 p.m. — An offi-
cer conducted a wellbeing
check. A person called about
a neighbor for a wellbeing
check for safety purposes.

7:53 p.m. — An officer
assisting Belchertown Fire
and paramedics.

Sunday, March 29

12:22 a.m. — An officer
assisted Belchertown Fire
and paramedics with a per-
son who have mental health
issues.

6:43 p.m. —An officer took
a report of a missing per-
son. There was a disturbance
between a juvenile and a par-
ent. The child left. They were
located and the parents were
told.

Monday, March 30

10:12 a.m. — A resident
found a spent round of ammo
on their property. it was taken
and placed into property

11:28 a.m. — An officer
took a report of illegal dump-
ing at Barwell Road and
River Street. There were three
trash bags on the side of the
road. They were able to find
the person’s name and do a
records check on the person.
The matter is under investi-
gation

4:17 p.m. — An officer
responded to an accident
on Maple Street. A vehi-
cle traveling east on Maple
Street was struck in the rear
by another vehicle traveling
behind it. No injuries were
reported and no tows were
needed.

6:26 p.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud credit cards
opened in their name. they
found out via email that cards
were opened in their name.
they called the company.
There were no losses. Wanted
it documented.

Tuesday, March 31

8:02 a.m. — An officer did a
follow up on a report of a past
vandalism.

8:06 a.m. — An officer took
a report of stolen bicycle
from a Maple Street resident.
Nothing was turned in and the
matter was documented.

10:01 a.m. — An officer
spoke with a resident about
issues with their neighbor and
property line issues.

6:17 p.m. — An officer took
a report of harassment issues
between neighbors.

Wednesday, April 1

10:09 a.m. — An officer
responded to North Main
Street for a report of suspi-
cious vehicle. They were
advised to call back if the
vehicle returned.

1:10 p.m. — An officer to
George Hannum Road busi-
ness for a report of a vehicle
in the lot since the previous
day, the vehicle was occu-
pied but no suspicious activi-
ty. They said the vehicle was
inoperable and he lives out of
the vehicle. The vehicle was
towed and found to be unreg-
istered. An inventory was
completed.

4:32 p.m. — An officer took
a report of a group of juve-
niles who were having issues.

The information was passed
on to the School Resource
Officer.

Thursday, April 2

8:39 a.m. — An officer took
a report of fraud. A person
was concerned about a sto-
len eBay package. When they
got the package, it was empty
and then was advised by eBay
they needed a report.

11:32 p.m. — An officer
conducted a wellbeing check.

Granby
PoliceLog

Editor’s Note: The Granby
Police Department respond-
ed to 130 calls for the week
of March 21, through April 2.
Those arrested are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides
all information.

Saturday, March 28
9:35 p.m. — The owner of
Joy Travel Agency, called to
report suspected fraudulent
activity. An incident report
was completed.

Sunday, March 29

10:12 p.m. — While on
patrol, an officer observed
a motor vehicle traveling at
a high rate of speed. Radar
confirmed that the vehicle
was traveling at 51 in a post-
ed 35MPH. Additionally, the
vehicle had not been inspect-
ed in a year. The operator
was issued a civil citation for
speed and failure to inspect.

Tuesday, March 31
9:46 p.m. — A resident
reported that fireworks were
being set off in the area. An
officer responded and did not
locate anything.

Thursday, April 2

3:49 p.m. — A motorist
reported a minor 2-car acci-
dent in the parking lot. There
were no injuries.

5:12 p.m. — While on
patrol, an officer observed
a motor vehicle traveling at
a high rate of speed. Radar
confirmed the vehicle was
traveling SSMPH in a post-
ed 40MPH zone. The vehicle
was stopped and the operator
was issued a civil citation for
speeding.

PLAYOFFS from page 10

time en route to a perfect
4-for-4 penalty killing effort
in the period.

As the period entered its
closing minutes, Springfield
earned its own two-man
advantage opportunity, and
Thomas Bordeleau took full
advantage, ripping a shot past
Halverson’s blocker at 18:20
to send the game to the third

with the T-Birds holding the
2-1 lead.

The T-Birds’ power play
began the third period seek-
ing an insurance goal, but
instead relented a shorthand-
ed tally to AHL points lead-
er Jakob Pelletier just 1:55
into the frame, which tied the
score, 2-2.

However, Syracuse com-
mitted a high-sticking infrac-
tion less than half a minute

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
S

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

&5 323-5051

AT AMHERST WELDING
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding * Fabrication * Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow * Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive

“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Amherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= SWIR RINER =

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
¢ Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
¢ New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

later, and 10 seconds onto
the ensuing power play,
Dillon Dube crashed the
blue paint to jam a rebound
past Halverson to restore the
lead, 3-2, at 2:34. Kaskimaki
picked up his second assist
and third point on Dube’s
14th goal of the season.

The visitors still refused
to go away quietly, and Nick
Abruzzese again tied matters
at 8:38 when he cleaned up a

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ® Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair e Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

bouncing puck off Cranley’s
pad to equalize the game,
3-3.

Neither team could solve
the other through the clos-
ing minutes, setting the stage
for 3-on-3 overtime. Cranley
and Halverson both stood
tall on four combined shots
in the extra frame, and the
shootout’s first three rounds
also produced no offensive
successes.

SEPTIG
PUMPING

e pumping

e new installation
e repairs

e Title 5 inspection

ol
Z Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Finally, in the top of
round four, Akil Thomas
calmly slipped a forehand
shot through Halverson’s
legs, and when Dylan Duke
missed the net on his attempt,
Springfield secured its fourth
consecutive win.

By virtue of Springfield’s
win and Lehigh Valley’s
regulation loss, the T-Birds’
magic number to clinch a
Calder Cup Playoff spot

BUSINES

3l
GONNECGTIO

51929

Shell Rotella® T4

now sits at 6. That number
decreases with every point
the T-Birds earn in the stand-
ings, as well as every point
the Phantoms fail to earn.

The T-Birds continue
their four-game homestand
on Friday, April 10 when
they host the Rochester
Americans inside the
Thunderdome for a 7:05 p.m.
puck drop.

Triple Protection Motor 0Oil

1 gal. « 10W30, 15W40

Belchertovwn Auto Partls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (Aph» AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS ROOFS

Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing ¢ Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 « Cell 413-237-9434 = =L/

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

- 74 o
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of
12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
¢ Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Call us at 413.283.8393

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY
BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A CGall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2***x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL HANDY-
MAN SERVICES. No job too small. Call
for all your household and property mainte-
nance needs. 413-563-6993.

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT

\-

(413) 687-5552/

TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

Call For An
Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

—_ ——y ——

= ==
== = = F /

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
413-348-2279

=

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOUSE CLEANING

Trusted HOUSE CLEANING
in Wilbraham.
10+ years experience, references available.
Reliable, detail-oriented service. Free esti-
mates. Call/Text [Livea/ 508.371-5445]
today!

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

=
el
‘w“.-?a

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | B | 2 i
25 asgfrics | 26 meprice| 27 ssgfrce| 28 Baog s
20 | 30 e | 32 "
33 Betmsa| 34 Beotsaon| 39 Betsaso| 36 -
37 Beetsasa | 38 Bosaane | 39 Betsnso| 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN *
BRNFELD
STURBRIDGE

WALES {_ HOLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS

17 STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Verne, 413-539-8246.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org
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Relay
hosting
concert
fundraiser

BELCHERTOWN -
Quaboag Valley Relay for
Life will host a fundraiser
to “Scare Cancer Away” on
Saturday, Apr. 11 at 3 p.m.
at the Belchertown Untied
Church of Christ, 18 Park
St.

The featured perform-
er is Ray Guillemette, Jr.
the 10-time international
award-winning Elvis tribute
artist.

The event is being held to
help cancer patients, fund
more research to help with
the government cutbacks,
and to honor those we’ve lot
too soon to cancer.

Tickets are $20 and are
available at https://buccsan-
gels.ticketspice.com/
rays-of-elvis-relay-fundrais-
er.

Refreshments will be
available for purchase.

i OBITUARIES

Dawn Frances (McKenzie) Diloreto

BELCHERTOWN - It
is with deep sorrow that

1957-2026

immense joy and pride.
Dawn was also a doting

we announce
the passing of
Dawn Frances
(McKenzie)
Diloreto, age 68,
at her home in
Belchertown on
March 30, 2026.

Born on April
3, 1957, in

Nonni to Cooper,
Cameron, Clara,
and Emerson, fur-
ther enriching her
legacy of love.
Dawn grew up
in Marlborough
and later lived in
Spencerport, New
York, before settling
in Belchertown to

Marlborough,
Massachusetts, she was the
beloved daughter of the
late Donald and Lorraine
(Mahoney) McKenzie.
Dawn’s life was beau-
tifully woven with love
and family. She cherished
48 wonderful years of
marriage to Fred “Skip”
Diloreto, with whom she
built a life filled with laugh-
ter and warmth. Together,
they were blessed with
two daughters, Jennifer
Barkyoumb and her hus-
band, Eric, and Amanda
Staples and her husband,
Mark, who brought her

raise her family 35 years
ago. She embraced her role
as a homemaker with grace
and dedication. While she
took on part-time roles at
CVS and as a receptionist
at a hair salon, her most ful-
filling work was caring for
her own family as well as
being a nanny, where she
nurtured and cared for the
children of the Hulmes and
Cote families. A remarkable
cook, Dawn possessed an
extraordinary ability to craft
meals both from scratch and
by following recipes. Her
specialties included “Nonni

bread” and pasta sauce, cre-
ating unforgettable meals
that drew family and friends
together for delicious
Sunday dinners.

Dawn is survived by
her husband, “Skip”; her
daughters; her siblings,
Maureen Margraf, Donna
Callahan, James McKenzie,
and Gary McKenzie; and
was predeceased by her sib-
lings, Renee Boutwell and
Kevin McKenzie. Her life
touched many, and she will
be profoundly missed by
all who had the privilege of
knowing her.

A graveside service will
be held at South Cemetery
on Monday, April 13, at
I1 a.m. to honor Dawn’s
memory and celebrate her
beautiful life.

In lieu of flowers, the
family kindly requests that
donations be made to the
D’Amour Cancer Center,
supporting those battling
the disease she faced with
courage.

DEATH NOTICES

Diloreto, Dawn
Frances (McKenzie)
Died March 30, 2026
Graveside service
April 13, 11 a.m.

at South Cemetery,
Belchertown.

Hennessey, Joan M.
Died Feb. 27, 2026
Celebration of Life
graveside Saturday,
April 18 at 10 a.m.,
South Cemetery,
Belchertown

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

I PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Hearing Special Permit
Legal Notice
Belchertown Planning Board

In accordance with the Mas-
sachusetts General Laws, Chap-
ter 40A, Sections 9 and 11, and
pursuant to the Town of Belcher-
town Chapter 145-27 and 145-
69, the Planning Board will hold
a Public Hearing to discuss a
site plan proposed by 50 Fed-
eral Operating Company, LLC,
P.O. Box 326, Belchertown, MA
01007 for site plan approval for a
Multiple Dwelling Development
at Pelham Road, Belchertown,
MA 01007, Map 238, Lot 62 &
63, owner: 50 Federal Operating
Company, LLC.

Place: Belchertown Town
Hall, 2 Jabish Street, Belcher-
town, MA

Date: April 28, 2026

Time: 7:15 pm

Remote access information:

https://meet.goto.
com/173538941

Access Code: 173-538-941

The application is available for
inspection during regular busi-
ness hours at the Town Clerk and
Planning Board office, 2 Jabish
Street

Daniel Beaudette, Chair
Belchertown Planning Board
04/02, 04/09/2026

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS (RFP)
SALE OF
6 BERKSHIRE AVENUE
AND
8 BERKSHIRE AVENUE,
BELCHERTOWN
MASSACHUSETTS

The Town of Belchertown
(the “Town”) is seeking propos-
als to sell the following two (2)
parcels of Town-owned proper-
ty (individually or together, the
“Property”): (a) the 1.022-acre
parcel of land with the building
and other improvements thereon
located at 6 Berkshire Avenue,
Belchertown, Massachusetts, and
identified on Assessor’s 243 as
243A (the “6 Berkshire Prop-
erty”), and (2) the 1.028-acre
parcel of land with the building
and other improvements thereon
located at 8 Berkshire Avenue,
Belchertown, Massachusetts, and
identified on Assessor’s 243 as
244 (the ““8 Berkshire Property™).
Proposers may submit proposals
for the purchase of the 6 Berk-

shire Property, the 8 Berkshire
Property, or both, provided that
a separate proposal is submitted
for each Property. The property
record cards are attached as Ex-
hibit A and the Assessor’s map
is attached as Exhibit B, which
exhibits are incorporated herein.

Copies of the full Request
for Proposals may be obtained
from the Town Manager’s Of-
fice located at Finnerty House,
1 South Main Street, Belcher-
town MA 01007. Copies may
also be obtained by contacting
Steve Williams, the Town Man-
ager, by email at swilliams@
belchertown.org.

Proposers are advised that the
deed by which the Common-
wealth conveyed the Property
to the Town, recorded with the
Hampshire Registry of Deeds
in Book 5341, Page 34 (the
“Deed”), states that the Property
is to be used for those uses set
forth in the Belchertown Eco-
nomic Development Industrial
Corporation Economic Devel-
opment Plan of 1993 (as such
plan may be changed from time
to time, the “Plans™). Attached
to and incorporated into the RFP
as Exhibit C are the 1993 Plan,
the 2001 Plan, the 2009 Plan, and
the 2014 Plan. The following is
a list of some, but not all, of the
uses set forth in the Plans: offic-
es, commercial, business, light
industrial, and retail; research,
and/or development, assisted
living facilities and/or services
in support thereof; education;
hospital and/or geriatric center;
recreation; tourism; and other
uses that support the economic
development of the Town. Not-
withstanding the foregoing, the
Town will consider all proposed
uses of the Property, even if not
listed on the Plans. and may seek
all approvals required to allow
such use, including demolition
and redevelopment of the land.

All questions must be sub-
mitted in writing to Steve Wil-
liams, Town Manager, email:
swilliams @belchertown.org
and facsimile: (413) 323-0403,
and received by the Town on or
before 3:00 p.m. on April 21,
2026. Questions that the Town,
in its sole discretion, deems ap-
propriate for a response will be
answered in writing and sent to
all proposers on record as hav-
ing requested the RFP. It is the
Town’s preference to use email

to respond to questions and to
send future addendums to poten-
tial proposers who have provided
their contact information to the
Town.

Proposals must be sent or de-
livered to the Town Manager’s
Office, Finnerty House, 1 South
Main Street, Belchertown MA
01007 on or before 11:00 a.m.
on April 28, 2026 at which time
and place the proposals will be
publicly opened. Proposals be-
come public information when
opened. Late proposals will not
be considered.

The successful proposer must
enter into a purchase and sale
agreement, substantially similar
to the Purchase and Sale Agree-
ment attached hereto as Exhibit
D and incorporated herein (the
“P&S”), within thirty (30) days
from the date the sale of the Prop-
erty is awarded to the proposer.
The terms and conditions appli-
cable to the sale of the Property
are more fully set forth in Section
K and Exhibit D of the RFP.

No proposer may withdraw his
or her proposal for a period of
one hundred twenty (120) days
after the date set for the opening
thereof. The awarding authority
is the Belchertown Select Board.

The Town of Belchertown,
acting through its Select Board,
reserves the right to waive any in-
formality, to negotiate sale terms
with the successful proposer, to
award the sale of the Property to
the proposal deemed in the best
interest of the Town, and/or to re-
ject any or all proposals if it is in
the public interest to do so.
04/09, 04/16/2026

BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
FISCAL YEAR 2027

BUDGET PRESENTATION
PUBLIC HEARING

he Belchertown School Com-
mittee will hold a Public Hearing
on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at
6:00 p.m., to present the FY27
School Department Budget. The
public is invited to attend the
presentation, which will be held
in the Chestnut Hill Community
School Auditorium. Members of
the Public can access the meeting
via live stream. Link will be lo-
cated at www.belchertownps.org
under the School Committee link
at the top of the page beside the
Agenda for this meeting.
04/02, 04/09/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

2
3

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Notice of Planning Board
Hearing
Relative to
Proposed Zoning By-law

Amendments
Pursuant to MGL c.40A, §5.
The Belchertown Planning

Board will hold a public hearing
to discuss proposed amendments
to the town’s zoning by-laws. The
public hearing will be held both
remotely and in person:

Select Board Meeting Room,

Lawrence Memorial Hall

2 Jabish Street, Belchertown

April 28, 2026 at 7:05 p.m.

Remote access information:
https://meet.goto.com/173538941

Access Code: 173-538-941
The subject matter of the pro-
posed amendments is:

1. To amend §145-68, Board
of Appeals, to delete the words
“Select Board” and replace them
with “Town Manager”.

2. To amend §145-69, Special

Permits, Subsection B, to delete
the words “Select Board” and
replace them with “Town Man-
ager”.

The complete text relative to
the proposed amendments are

available for inspection during
regular business hours at the

Town Clerk’s office and the Plan-
ning Board office and at mass

publicnotices.org
04/02, 04/09/2026

The Sentinel

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Water
Commission
confidence
report now
available

BELCHERTOWN —
The 2025 Belchertown
Water District Consumer
Confidence Report is
available by mail by call-
ing (413)323-6987. It is
available online on the
District website www.
belchertownwaterdis-
trict.org under “Reports”
Direct URL: https://www.
belchertownwaterdistrict.
org/Forms/ccrreport2025.
bwd.pdf This water qual-
ity report is also avail-
able at the Belchertown
Select Board’s office,
the Belchertown Public
Library, as well as
Belchertown Water
District office located at
206 Jabish Street.

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs ¢

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.

1014 Center St

Ludlow, MA | 583-6508

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver

The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to:

Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department,

110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

For further information, please contact
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451,
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov.

AA/E.O.E.
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THE
KITCHEN &

BATH CO.

DESIGN
BUILD
LIVE

Your kitchen is where life happens—where recipes are shared and memories
are made. As the Pioneer Valley’s leader in Kitchen Design, we don’t just
swap cabinets; we reimagine your space. From custom layouts to our
in-house countertop fabrication, we ensure your kitchen is as functional as

it is beautiful.

LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

onld HOMETOWN

= EXTERIORS =

OF WESTERN MASS

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS

~

GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE

FOAM - FIBERGLASS * CELLULOSE




