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Studio helps create 
more than 60 
handmade bowls 
to support Amherst 
Survival Center

BELCHERTOWN — Inside 
a warm, welcoming studio filled 
with color, conversation, and cre-
ativity, something meaningful has 
been taking shape—one bowl at a 
time.

Clay Mates recently hosted a 
series of “Empty Bowls” fund-
raiser events, bringing together 
community members to paint and 
donate handmade bowls in support 
of the Amherst Survival Center. 
Held on the third Wednesday of 
each month from November 
through March, the five-event 
series created multiple opportuni-
ties for people to participate and 
give back.

The response was overwhelm-
ing.

Clay MatesClay Mates ‘‘EMPTYEMPTY  BOWLSBOWLS’ ’ 
fundraiserfundraiser

The proposal 
includes plans 
for Cold Spring 
building

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – —Officials 
from across the region 
gathered at Pathfinder 
R e g i o n a l  Vo c a t i o n a l 
Technical High School 
have proposed the Fiscal 
Year 2027 budget, out-
lining continued growth, 
strategic investments, and 
increasing demand for 
career and technical edu-
cation.

The event, held in the 
school’s library, drew a 
strong turnout of Select 
Board members, Finance 
Committee representatives, 
town administrators, man-
agers, and council mem-
bers from all nine member 
communities; an indica-
tion, school officials said, 
of the district’s deepening 
partnerships across the 
region.

“It was great to see such 
strong representation from 
our member communities,” 

officials noted during the 
presentation. “The turnout 
and engagement demon-
strated the continued part-
nership between Pathfinder 
Tech and the towns we 
serve.”

Budget Overview and 
Fiscal Strategy

Superintendent  Er ic 
Duda led the presentation, 
opening with a series of 
recent highlights to illus-
trate what he described as a 
year of “growth and prog-
ress” for the district.

The proposed FY27 
budget reflects an overall 
increase of 4.98% com-
pared to FY26. Of that, the 
assessment to the district’s 
nine member towns would 
rise by 2.27% collectively.

One contributing fac-
tor to the increase is a 
$519,000 rise in the min-
imum local contribution 
requirement across mem-
ber communities.

Despite these increases, 
district leaders emphasized 
their continued focus on 
balancing fiscal responsi-
bility with program quality.

By Melina Bourdeau 
Correspondent

GRANBY – School lead-
ers are grappling with soar-
ing special education costs, 
unstable state aid and rising 
insurance and transportation 
expenses, leaving a cush-
ion of reserves and an FY27 
budget gap that approaches 
$400,000 despite town sup-
port.

A single change in one 
student’s special education 
placement has become the 
latest symbol of how unpre-
dictable costs are straining the 
district’s finances and forcing 
difficult choices for the com-
ing fiscal year.

During the April 7 School 
Committee budget hear-
ing and subsequent meet-
ing, Superintendent  Mary 
Jane Rickson  and School 

Committee Chair  Jennifer 
Bartosz  returned repeatedly 
to six interconnected themes: 
surging special education 
expenses,  the remaining 
FY27 deficit, major budget 
drivers like insurance and 
transportation, the limits of a 
“level service” budget, athlet-
ic safety coverage and dona-
tions and growing concern 
about the budget and over-
sight at Pathfinder Regional 

Vocational Technical High 
School.

Special education costs and 
budget whiplash

Rickson opened the hear-
ing by explaining how special 
education has reshaped the 
budget since the committee’s 
last meeting.

Officials warn of 
multimillion-
dollar Forge 
Pond Dam fix

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

GRANBY – Officials 
adopted new sewer rates and 
reviewed a fragile but bal-
anced fiscal 2027 budget, 
while warning that looming 
costs, from trash and recy-
cling to dam repairs, could 
force difficult choices.

Granby’s FY27 budget 
will balance without an over-
ride and keep basic services 

Granby schools wrestle FY27 budget gap

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Quabbin Reservoir 
is  on display at  the 
Massachuse t t s  S t a t e 
House Senate Gallery.  
The exhibi t ,  ent i t led 
“Quabbin – Yesterday and 
Today,”  is a photography 
collage of the Quabbin, 
which is a combination of 
old archival photos of the 
region as well as photos 
taken by local nature pho-
tographer and Friends of 
the Quabbin board mem-
ber Ed Comeau.  

“It’s just amazing,” said 
Comeau as he reflected on 

Local photographer’s Quabbin 
exhibit on display at State House

Granby OKs 
sewer hikes

Pathfinder Tech 
unveils FY27
budget proposal

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Local natural wildlife is on display as part of the Quabbin 
Reservoir Exhibit.

Sue Hevey, owner of Clay Mates 
in Belchertown, displays more 

than 60 handmade bowls creat-
ed by participants for donation 

to the Amherst Survival Cen-
ter’s Empty Bowls fundraiser.

Please see GRANBY 
SCHOOLS, page 13

Please see 
PATHFINDER, page 12Please see GRANBY, page 2

Please see BOWLS, page 3

Please see EXHIBIT, 
page 4
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 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/16/26-4/22/264/16/26-4/22/26

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................
 

USDA INSP. 

CHICKEN PARMASEAN 
MINI EMPANADA 9 OZ ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

ea

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

ea

$139
lb

lb
$1699

USDA INSP.
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$333

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

lb

lb
$399

$349

75¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
LOIN END or RIB END ROAST .....

$199
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$217

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF NECK BONES .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

$659
lb

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAK

$399

ea

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAKS
$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

 

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Propane Tank 
Swap Out! 
$99

Call For Details!
CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

running for another year, but 
Selectboard members and 
the town’s longtime former 
administrator warned that 
major infrastructure and 
operating pressures are clos-
ing in.

In a wide‑ranging pre-
sentation, interim financial 
adviser Chris Martin opened 
with the bottom line on the 
budget.

Martin explained that he 
was asked to assemble the 
FY27 spending plan because 
the current interim town 
administrator was uncomfort-
able building the full munici-
pal budget.

The plan uses borrow-
ing for larger capital items 
and includes $500,000 in 
free cash for the schools as 
an “above minimum contri-
bution,” continuing a recent 
practice. Even so, school 
officials have signaled they 
want substantially more.

“I believe a number I’ve 
heard out there is they are 
going to be about $700,000 
short of what they’re look-
ing for. We do not have that 
type of money available peri-
od, unless you want to put 
an override together for that 
figure,” Martin said.

Sewer rates rise 
as costs climb

Acting as sewer com-

missioners, the Selectboard 
voted to increase rates for 
all sewer users beginning in 
FY27, driven largely by out-
side charges, including South 
Hadley’s higher sewer use 
fee.

M a r t i n  l a i d  o u t  t h e 
new annual charges per 
Equivalent Dwelling Unit 
(EDU):

“We are looking at for the 
community’s septic system 
users to go from 335 per 
EDU per year to $337 per 
EDU per year for the five 
corners portion of the sewer 
to go from $804 per year per 
EDU to $857 per year, or per 
EDU per year. And for the 
houses that are on the South 
Hadley line, to go from $450 
per EDU to $500,” he said.

South Hadley’s decision to 
raise what it charges Granby 
for sewer treatment is a 
major factor.

He also spelled out the per-
centage hikes and the overall 
budget increase:

“ F o r  t h e  c o m m u n i -
ty septic’s, it’s a point five 
9% increase. For the Five 
Corners users, it’s a 6.59% 
increase. And for the South 
Hadley users, it’s an 11.11% 
increase, and the total bud-
get increased 8.76% over FY 
26,” Martin said.

The board unanimously 
approved the FY27 sewer 
rates after brief discus-
sion and a motion by Glenn 

Sexton to adopt the new 
schedule acting as sewer 
commissioners.

Fiscal outlook: one more 
year, but warning lights 
flashing

While FY27 avoids an 
override, Martin repeated-
ly cautioned that the town 
is running out of room to 
absorb cost spikes — espe-
cially in trash and recycling 
and in education assessments.

He noted that Granby’s 
a s s e s s m e n t  f r o m  t h e 
P a t h f i n d e r  R e g i o n a l 
Vocational School jumped 
by roughly $150,000 because 
the number of Granby stu-
dents increased by seven.

Granby also expects to 
pay for additional students 
attending Smith Vocational 
School, raising vocational 
costs further.

“We currently pay for three 
students to go to Smith vote 
that is projected to go up to 
five students,” Martin said.

On the solid waste side, 
Mart in  descr ibed s teep 
increases in the cost of pro-
cessing recyclables and the 
push by Waste Management 
toward automated collection 
— issues he labeled “stress-
ors” on the town’s finances.

“Last year it was costing 
us around $45 to $50 per ton 
for processing of the recycla-
bles. This year it’s jumped to 
about $75 to $80 a ton,” he 
said.

That translates into a recur-
ring monthly hit.

He reminded the board 
that Granby resorted to a 
$300,000 trash override less 
than a decade ago and may 
be headed back to that ter-
ritory if the town wants to 
maintain curbside collection.

“You may have to start 
looking at maybe doing 
another $300,000 override to 
try and get you through these 
additional costs that have 
been going on,” Martin said.

Selectboard Chair Mark 
Bail recalled how contentious 
that last override was.

“There are some large 
issues that this board has 
to face, and we can’t keep 
delaying the decisions,” 
Martin warned.

Forge Pond Dam and 
Dike: multimillion‑dollar 

decision looming
One of the largest of those 

issues is the Forge Pond dam 
and dike, where the town has 
completed initial engineering 
and planning but still must 
decide whether to repair, 
replace or remove the aging 
structure.

Martin explained that 
Granby previously secured 
a $100,000 state grant for 
planning and phase‑one engi-
neering. The next round of 
state funding allows for up 
to $1 million, but even the 
maximum award would cover 

only a fraction of the total 
cost.

“The state has anoth-
er round of the grant… $1 
million the price to replace 
the dam is $3.3 million the 
price to take it down is $4.8 
million so,” Martin told the 
board.

Removing the dam is actu-
ally more expensive than 
replacing it, he said.

“The reason it costs more 
is because of all the ecologi-
cal studies and environmen-
tal impact studies that would 
have to be done,” Martin 
added.

State regulators are 
signaling that inaction

is not an option.
“We ignore it, because the 

Office of Dam Safety has 
indicated that the condition 
of the dam and dike are poor, 
and they are expecting the 
town to address the situa-
tion,” Martin said.

Beyond cons t ruc t ion , 
any decision to rebuild 
would lock the town into a 
long‑term maintenance obli-
gation.

“Once if the town decides 
to go forward to replace the 
dam, you then have to put 
together a maintenance plan 
so that it doesn’t get to this 
condition again in the future, 
which would be vegetation 
control, regular maintenance 
monitoring, so on and so 

forth,” Martin said.
Bail underlined the poten-

tial consequences of a struc-
tural failure at Forge Pond.

“If the thing collapses, it’s 
only literally disastrous, con-
taminating wells, taking out 
buildings,” he said. 

Sexton suggested the town 
will need help from higher 
levels of government.

“That might be a good dis-
cussion. Then we reach out 
to our legislative delegation, 
see if there’s anything the 
state can help us with,” he 
said.

Martin recommended that 
the board create a dedicated 
group to shepherd the proj-
ect and ensure environmental 
concerns are addressed.

“You should have a mem-
ber of the Conservation 
Commission as part of that 
committee. You’ve been cre-
ating a separate committee 
that way they can make sure 
that we’re addressing any 
environmental concerns with 
this,” he said.

Bail was open to the idea.
“I would almost like to 

appoint a committee or 
something to actually look 
at this more… but you 
should have a member of the 
Conservation Commission 
as part of that committee,” 
he said, referring to a “dam 
committee” to stay focused 
on the issue.

GRANBY from page 1

BELCHERTOWN — The 
TR Drost Company has 
become a major donor in 
the Belchertown Education 
Foundation’s annual cor-
porate campaign. The TR 
Drost Company is the par-
ent organization of Window 
World of Western Mass, 
Hometown Exteriors, Go 
Green Home Performance, 
and The Kitchen & Bath Co. 
The company is contributing 
at the Foundation’s highest 
sponsorship level and will 
have a Student Success Grant 
named in its honor in fall 
2026. 

Tim Drost, owner of the 
TR Drost Company and its 
family of companies, has 
called Belchertown home, 
where he lives with his wife 
and children, for more than 
25 years. Drost has brought 
all his companies to town, 
choosing Belchertown to 
grow his family of business-
es. 

“This donation from The 
TR Drost Company signifi-
cantly increases our capac-
ity to fund grants for the 
upcoming school year. We 
are grateful for their com-
muni ty-minded  ph i lan-
thropy,” says Belchertown 
Education Foundation Board 
President Jennifer Faulkner. 
The Foundation has provided 

more than $110,000 in grants 
to fund projects over the last 
decade. 

“The Foundation is proud 
to partner with a successful 
local organization deeply 

committed to Belchertown. 
The TR Drost family of com-
panies is the town’s largest 
private employer, providing 
jobs for residents, including 
several Belchertown gradu-

ates who now serve in lead-
ership roles. In our conversa-
tions with Tim and his fam-
ily—each actively involved 
across different parts of the 
business—we discovered a 
shared commitment to giv-
ing our schools every pos-
sible advantage so students 
can thrive. This support has 
a direct and positive impact 
on our community,” adds 
Faulkner. 

Drost emphasized the 
company’s  commitment 
to giving back: “Rooted 
in our foundation at the 
TR Drost Company – and 
across our family of com-
panies, Window World of 
Western Mass, Hometown 
Exteriors, Go Green Home 
P e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  T h e 
Kitchen & Bath Co. – we 
believe ‘Home Improvement, 
Elevated’ starts with people. 
We feel compelled to sup-
port the people who make 
our  community  s t rong, 
especially our students and 
educators. We’re truly hon-
ored to donate $10,000 to 
the Belchertown Education 
Foundation.” 

Drost adds, “As a fami-
ly-owned business, this com-
munity is our foundation. 
Belchertown isn’t just where 
we work—it’s our home. 
It’s where our family lives, 

where we’re raising our kids, 
and where we’ve built lasting 
relationships. Giving back 
isn’t just something we do—
it’s at the core of who we are. 

This donation is more 
than a contribution; it’s an 
investment in the future of 
our town. We’re proud to 
support the teachers, fami-
lies, and students who make 
Belchertown such a special 
place, and we’re committed 
to being part of its growth for 
years to come.” 

The Belchertown Education 
Foundation’s grant cycle 
is currently open and teach-
ers, administrators and staff 
of  Belchertown Schools 
are encouraged to devel-
op projects that enrich edu-
cat ion for  s tudents  that 
would otherwise go unfund-
ed. More information and 
the application is avail-
able online at Belchertown-
EducationFoundation.org. The 
grant submission deadline is 
May 1. 

Belchertown Education 
Foundation is a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion that raises funds from 
the community and provides 
grants that enrich education 
for students in Belchertown 
Schools.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The extended Drost family partnering with the Belchertown 
Education Foundation includes, back row from left, Grace, 
Nick and Lanea. Front row from left, Tim and Anna.

TR Drost Company partners with BEF Belchertown 
Fair cover 
logo sought

 
BELCHERTOWN – It’s 

time to create logos for the 
167th Belchertown Fair. 
Every year, the Friends 
of the Belchertown Fair 
request help from the 
community to bring a 
vision for the Fair to life. 
With a backdrop of the 
country’s 250th birth-
day, what does this year’s 
theme of “Stars, Stripes 
and Fair Nights” mean to 
you? The chosen logo will 
appear on the cover of the 
Exhibit Hall booklet, the 
volunteer reusable totes 
and t-shirt designs.

Artwork should be cre-
ated digitally, in color, 
with a minimum 300 dpi. 
Additionally, the follow-
ing text can be includ-
ed in the design: 167th 
Belchertown Fair; Sept. 
25-27; Stars, Stripes and 
Fair Nights. All submis-
sions will become the 
property of the Friends of 
the Belchertown Fair. The 
winning artist will receive 
recognition and a token of 
appreciation in the amount 
of $50. There are no age 
limits. Please submit art-
work for consideration to 
belchertownfair@gmail.
com by Saturday, Apr. 25.
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By the end of the events, 
more  t han  60  un ique , 
hand-painted bowls had been 
created—each one a small 
work of art, and each one 
destined to help someone in 
need.

Among those who partici-
pated was the Maggi group, 
who joined one of the eve-
nings and contributed their 
own beautifully crafted bowls 
to the cause.

“What fun!” said owner 
Sue Hevey. “The Amherst 
Survival Center reaches out 
to us each year, and they are 
so appreciative. It really feels 
good knowing we’re helping 
make a difference.”

The bowls will be fea-
tured at the Amherst Survival 
Center’s 18th Annual Empty 
Bowls event on Saturday, 
April 18, from 12 to 4 p.m. 
at 138 Sunderland Road in 
Amherst. This year’s event 
marks a milestone, celebrat-

ing 50 years of service to the 
community.

Attendees will enjoy a vari-
ety of soups prepared by local 

restaurants, along with fresh 
bread, salad, and dessert. As 
part of the experience, guests 
will choose a handmade bowl 

to take home—a lasting sym-
bol of community care and 
connection.

For Hevey, the event is 
about more than just pottery.

“It’s about bringing people 
together,” she said. “People 
come in, sit down, and create 

something with their hands—
and at the same time, they’re 
helping someone else. That’s 
what makes it so special.”

Clay Mates, known for its 
relaxed, all-ages, no-expe-
rience-needed atmosphere, 
continues to be a place where 

creativity and community go 
hand in hand.

And for those who missed 
this year’s events, there’s 
always another opportunity.

“Didn’t make it? No wor-
ries—we’ll do it again next 
year,” Hevey said.

BOWLS 
from page 1

hosts hosts ‘‘EMPTYEMPTY  BOWLSBOWLS’ ’ fundraiserfundraiserClay MatesClay Mates

More creations from the event.

The Maggi group participated in one of Clay Mates’ Empty Bowls fundraising nights, helping 
paint and donate bowls for the Amherst Survival Center.

Community members gather at Clay Mates in Belcher-
town to paint bowls for donation during the Empty 
Bowls fundraiser series.

Participants had the freedom to 
make bowls of all kinds of designs.

Participants work on bowls. SUBMITTED PHOTOS
A variety of bowls were created at the event.
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Hydrant
flushing to 
take place 

Apr. 21 to May 1

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Belchertown Water 
District will be conduct-
ing the annual hydrant 
flushing program Apr. 21 
to May 1 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Flushing will 
begin in the northern end 
of the district and pro-
ceed south. Rusty colored 
water and low pressure 
may occur during this 
program.

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
The Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library book sales 
scheduled for 2026 have 
been cancelled.  The major 
renovations that are required 
to make the basement meet 
fire and safety codes are 
going to take at least a year 
to complete.  The library 
was built in 1887 and the 
basement needs a complete 
overhaul to meet codes.  
Unfortunately, it means that 
the basement will be closed 
to the public during this ren-
ovation.  The Trustees Board 
and the Friends Board are 
working together on a plan 
to create a space that will be 
safe for everyone for many 
decades to come.  

If you can, please hold 
onto your books until the 

renovation is complete or 
until we find a way to accept 
and store them.  We current-
ly have no dedicated stor-
age space available.  We 
are looking at a number of 
possible options for conduct-
ing smaller book sales until 
the basement is ready, but 
have not yet found a suitable 
space.  

Thank you to the peo-
ple of Belchertown and the 
surrounding towns for your 
years of patronage at our 
books sales.  We are as sad 
and disappointed as you are 
about the necessary cancel-
lation.  However, we look 
forward to many years of 
continuing the book sales in 
a safer and cleaner environ-
ment upon the completion of 
the basement renovation.  

Library book sales 
cancelled for this year

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

BELCHERTOWN — The 
Town of Belchertown has 
retained KMA, LLC to con-
duct an ADA Self-Evaluation 
and Transition Plan to ensure 
that all Town programs, 
services, and facilities are 
accessible to residents and 
visitors with disabilities. As 
part of this process, the Town 
is asking the public to com-
plete a short six-question sur-
vey.

Under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), a 
disability includes a wide 

range of physical and mental 
conditions, including mobil-
ity impairments, hearing or 
vision loss, chronic illness, 
PTSD, autism, and more. 
Paul Adzima, Belchertown’s 
ADA Coord ina to r  and 
Building Commissioner, is 
overseeing the project in 
partnership with KMA, LLC.

Public input is an essen-
tial  part  of this effort . 
Residents are encouraged 
to share their experiences 
— whether positive or chal-
lenging — with accessibil-

ity in Belchertown’s public 
spaces, programs, and ser-
vices. Survey responses 
will directly inform how the 
Town prioritizes accessibility 
improvements in the years 
ahead.

The survey is available 
online at www.surveymon-
key.com/r/HCNH77M. Hard 
copies are available at the 
following locations:

Clapp Memorial Library 
— 19 South Main Street

Belchertown Senior Center 
— 60 State Street

Belchertown launches ADA 
self-evaluation and transition plan
Residents invited to share their accessibility 
experiences through a short online survey

B E L C H E RT OW N  — 
The 2025 Belcher town 
Water District Consumer 
Confidence Report is avail-
able by mail by calling 
(413)323-6987. It is avail-
able online on the District 

website www.belchertown-
waterdis t r ic t .org  under 
“Reports” Direct  URL: 
https://www.belchertown-
waterdistr ict .org/Forms/
ccrreport2025.bwd.pdf This 
water quality report is also 

available at the Belchertown 
Select Board’s office, the 
Belchertown Public Library, 
as well as Belchertown 
Water District office located 
at 206 Jabish Street.

Water Commission confidence report available
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

NEW SPRING HOURS
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Elsie’s Creamery 
  Opening Saturday, April 25

F O R  T H E  S E A S O N

MADE FRESH IN SMALL BATCHES AT THE CREAMERY!

Soft Serve, Shakes and Sundaes Too
Open Every Day Until 8pm

WINNER OF READER RAVES 
BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

The Best Homemade Ice Cream

Celebrate
Earth DayEarth Day 

& Arbor Day  
              FREE 1 Cubic Foot Bag
           Fafard Planting MixFafard Planting Mix ($11.99 Value)

With $100 Tree or Shrub Purchase
(One Per Customer While Supplies Last)

April 22nd-April 28th

     Administrative      Administrative 
         Professional’s Week         Professional’s Week

April 20th – 24th
Recognizing The Professionals 
Who Keep The Office Running
Great Gifts ~ Fresh Flowers

Indoor or Outdoor Plants
Desktop Dish Gardens

Gift Baskets & Gift Cards!

READY SET GROW!
Cool Weather 

Vegetable Plants
Lettuce, Cabbage, 
Broccoli, Celery,

Onions, Kale & More!

Spring Blooming 
Trees & Shrubs
Forsythia, Weeping Cherry, Azalea,
Rhododendrons And More!
Fruit Trees ~ Apples, 
Pears, Peaches, 
Plums & Cherries

Spring Blooming
Perennials

 FOR THE GARDEN THAT BLOOMS YEAR AFTER YEAR!
Creeping Phlox, Columbine, 
Dianthus, Icelandic Poppies

Pretty Smiling    
PANSIES

Cool Weather Tolerant
Six Packs, Bowls & Pots

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Swing on by The Roadhouse Cafe! 
Specials Are Served All Week 

And Breakfast Is Served All Day!

OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY 7 AM TO 2 PM
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

THE ROADHOUSE
CAFE

CLERK / TREASURER
SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2
South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified professional 

to fill the fulltime (40 hour) position of Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/
Treasurer serves as the District’s Financial Manager. The Clerk/
Treasurer is responsible for district funds, accounts payable, 
payroll, employee benefits, debt management, cash flow, 
the annual district election, annual district meeting, budget 
preparation, publishing the Annual Report of Officers and ensuring 
compliance with state and federal regulations and reporting 
requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge 
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly 
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of 
progressive accounting and financial management experience, 
experience managing a budget of 2.5 million; payroll processes, 
auditing and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial 
software platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable, 
and must attain CMMT designation within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance, 
business administration, accounting or public administration, 
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience. 
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPO designation additionally advantageous. 
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

This fully benefited position works under a three-year, 
renewable memorandum of agreement. Hiring salary range is 
$75,000 to $82,000. The top salary step exceeds the hiring range. 
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description. 
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of 
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:
Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,
20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075
Electronic submissions in PDF format: BMiller@shdistrict2.org
South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity 

employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
age, disability or veteran status.

the three pictures featured in 
the gallery that were taken by 
Bert Brooks, a well-known 
photographer from the 1800s.  
“Back in those days, cameras 
were pretty substantial pieces 
of equipment.  Every day he 
was out walking around tak-
ing pictures just like that of 
everyday life in the valley.”

The reservoir today is 
the largest unfiltered public 
water source in the region, 
supplying about 2.7 million 
people across Massachusetts 
with clean drinking water.  
The majority of the supply 
feeds into the metro Boston 
area; with Wilbraham, South 
Hadley, and Chicopee also 
getting their water from the 
reservoir.

The region is protected by 
a stewardship between the 
twelve towns that remain 
in the area, as well as the 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation’s Division 
of Water Supply Protection.  
This partnership also pro-
tects thousands of acres of 
open space, which are used 
for both public recreation and 
land conservation.  Comeau’s 
main reason for the exhibit 
is to raise legislative aware-
ness.  While working with 
Senator Oliveira on “some 
quadrant related legislation,” 
Comeau saw an opportunity 
to educate Boston politicians 
on where their city’s drinking 
water comes from.

“Many people in Boston 
have no idea where their 
water comes from,” said 
Comeau.  “So I said, well, 
what if we had some sort of 
exhibit at the State House to 
educate the other senators 
from the Boston area about 
the Quabbin?”

The Quabbin was con-
structed between the years 
of 1930 and 1946 through 
the damming and intention-
al flooding the Swift River 
Valley.  Four towns, Dana, 
Enfield, Greenwich, and 
Prescott, were flooded for 
the sake of the project.  The 
clearing of the valley moved 
and razed town buildings, 
as well as relocated over 
two thousand five hundred 

residents through eminent 
domain land reclamation.

“The whole thing is very 
well documented because 
they had teams going out 
and just taking photographs 
of everything,” explained 
Comeau.  

Comeau also explained 
that a massive tunnel was 
dug between the Quabbin 
and Wahusett reservoirs, a 
key engineering project when 
developing the region.  The 
stark contrast captured in the 
exhibit between the mod-
ern day area and the valley 
before the project is striking.  
The exhibit includes snap-
shots of past everyday life in 
the Quabbin.  From a young 
boy displaying a caught fish 
to a group of children return-
ing home from school, the 
archival photos offer a rare 
glimpse into the valley’s past.

“We didn’t want it just to 
be a nice collection of nice 
photos of the Quabbin,” said 
Comeau on his intent.  “The 

idea is for them to be educa-
tional in nature too.  Senator 
Oliveira chose my photos 
to be there for the month 
of April and I’m extremely 
grateful to him.”

The exhibit includes pho-
tos of regional wildlife, 
landscape portraits of the 
reservoir itself, and slice of 
life pictures taken from the 
region.  The exhibit will be 
hosted throughout April and 
May at the Massachusetts 
Senate Gallery located in 
the State House in Boston.  
A virtual tour of the exhib-
it may also be accessed 
o n  p h o t o g r a p h e r  E d 
Comeau’s website at www.
ComeauPhotography.com/
StateHouseExhibit and was 
possible by a Mass Cultural 
Council grant to the Friends 
of the Quabbin.. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ

EXHIBIT from page 1

Charming vistas bring the region to life.

A vintage photo taken by Bert 
Brooks shows a boy with a 
fresh caught fish.

LEFT: Workers depicted 
during the project showcase 
the amount of work per-
formed to create the Quabbin 
Reservoir.

LEFT: Local fisherman keep the 
tradition alive in the valley.



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  A PRI L  16 ,  2026PAGE 6

LETTER

❚ OPINION�

Sentinel
Belchertown, Granby & Amherst

EDITOR
sentinel@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Nick Brady

nbrady@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Sentinel is published 
every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
sentinel.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

Dear Editor:

S t .  F r a n c i s  C h u r c h 
received a thank you card 
from Charly Roque, the 
Belchertown Veterans Agent 
at the time, for the Respect 
Life Committee sponsored 
collection for the Veterans 
Food Pantry. She was able to 

fill not only the shelves, but 
also the storage closet.

We would like to extend 
this thank you, not only 
to the parishioners of St. 
Francis, but also to those in 
the community who showed 
up on Park Street with bags 
and boxes of very generous 
donations to make this a very 

successful collection. We 
also thank those who shared 
with us the stories of their 
and their family’s military 
service.

A big thank you and God 
Bless to our Military men 
and women.

Respect Life Committee

Donation appreciated by Respect Life Committee

I was so looking forward 
to last Saturday, a day 
in which I did not have 

to drive anywhere. I could 
simply stay put and work 
on getting the yard in 
shape.  

Boy, was it a long 
winter, and there was 
proof of that no matter 
where I turned. 

Read on to learn 
which  outdoor  and 
indoor gardening activities 
kept me busy.

First I decided to tackle 
the perennial and shrub bor-
ders that I walk by the most 
often. Half of the reason we 
garden is because we like to 
stand back in admiration, so 
I figured if I cleaned those 
up I’d have something to feel 
good about on my way to the 
car or the chicken coop.  

I leave many perennials 
standing through the winter, 
especially those with seed 

heads the birds might like to 
dine on.  

So, before I got out the 
rake, I went plant by plant 
with my hedge clippers, 
cutting the dead and brown 
stalks to about “fist” height 
from the ground. Hedge 
clippers make fast work of 
this task. After that came the 
rake, with which I careful-
ly cleaned the bed of matted 
leaves and the plant parts I 
just cut back. As I was work-
ing, I weeded out clover, and 
some perennial grasses that 

appeared within the bed, and 
although I am nowhere near 
ready to apply bark mulch, 
I got out the spade and did 

my best to put a crisp edge 
on the border with the 
lawn. Looking good.

While I was put-
ting tools away I 
found (gasp) some 

hyacinth and daf-
fodil bulbs that never got 
planted in the fall. I cannot 

even believe that there were 
green tips on these bulbs 
that sat in a empty pot in my 
unheated subarctic garden 
shed over the winter months.  

I figured that after that 
torture they deserved to 
be planted. I sunk them 
twice their height deep 
and watered them in. Say a 
prayer. 

My “Redbud garden” 
shares a stone wall with 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty:
I am 79. My husband 

is also 79 and we both 
receive Social Security 
benefits. We were both 
married before and we 
married each other at 
the age of 58. Am I to 
understand correctly that 
when either of us dies, 
the surviving spouse is 
not eligible to collect the 
deceased spouse’s Social 
Security benefits? Please 
correct me if I am wrong. 

Signed: Curious 
Spouse

Dear Curious Spouse: 
A surviving spouse 

only gets one bene-
fit - either their own SS 
retirement amount, or 
their deceased spouse’s 
amount, whichever is 
more. So, the Social 
Security benefit that the 
deceased was receiving 
at death will be paid to 
the surviving spouse, 
replacing any smaller SS 
payment the survivor was 
already collecting. To be 
sure you are aware, the 
surviving spouse will also 
be eligible for a one-time 
lump sum death benefit 
of $255 (I know it isn’t 
much, but it should be 
claimed anyway). 

Also, unless the surviv-
ing spouse was already 
receiving a spousal ben-
efit while both partners 
were living, the surviv-
ing spouse will need to 
contact Social Security 
at 1-800-772-1213 or at 
the local SS field office 
to make an appointment 
to apply for their survivor 
benefit.

One other thing to be 
aware of since you were 
both married before: if 
either of you die, and 
your first marriage last-
ed at least 10 years and 
your  ex - spouse  has 
also died, the surviv-
ing spouse will have a 
choice to collect a sur-
vivor benefit from either 

the ex-spouse or the most 
recently deceased spouse, 
whichever amount is 
more. But, again, you can 
only collect one benefit 
payment as a surviving 
spouse either from your 
ex-spouse or from your 
recently deceased spouse, 
whichever benefit is high-
er.

FYI, survivor benefits 
are a confusing area of 
Social Security, so you 
might also find informa-
tive this article I recently 
published, as it goes more 
deeply into surviving 
spouse benefits includ-
ing benefits for surviv-
ing minor children and 
surviving adult disabled 
children. Read the arti-
cle titled “Demystifying 
Social Security Survivor 
Benefits” at www.amac-
foundation.org/demy-
stifying-social-securi-
ty-survivor-benefits/.  Of 
course, if you have any 
further questions, please 
contact us at 1-888-
750-2622 or email us at 
SSadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. There is never a 
fee for our services.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intend-
ed for information pur-
poses and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dat ion .org /programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.        

When a spouse dies will 
the other get a Social Security 
Survivor Benefit?

What I did last weekend

Simon says, 
‘Stand on 
one leg’

Imagine you’re 6 years old 
again and playing Simon 
Says.

“Simon says, ‘Stand on one 
leg.’ Now, stand on the other 
one.”

O o p s ,  y o u ’r e  “ o u t ,” 
because there wasn’t  a 
“Simon says.”  But you can 
be “in” better health 

if you can train yourself to 
stand on one leg for a few 
seconds or as long as a min-
ute.

A recent article posted by 
the BBC detailed the posi-
tive health effects of being 
able to balance on one leg. 
It can improve and main-
tain balance, mobility and 
even memory. The thing is, 
our ability to do it peaks at 
around age 10 and then slow-
ly declines with age.

“If you find that it’s not 
easy, it’s time to start training 
your balance,” Tracy Espiritu 
McKay of the American 
A c a d e m y  o f  P h y s i c a l 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
told the BBC.

Quite a lot of research has 
backed this up. For example, 
it’s been found that for older 
adults, including those with 
dementia, regular single-leg 
training significantly reduc-

es the risk of falls and helps 
maintain muscle strength, 
balance and the ability to 
perform those all-import-
ant activities of daily living 
(ADLs). These are the things 
that, if you can do them on 
your own, keep you out of 
assisted living and nursing 
homes.

Balancing on one leg also 
significantly increases muscle 
activity in the legs and ankles 
compared to standing on both 
feet. This includes the ham-
strings, which is beneficial 
for stabilizing our knees.

It seems counterintuitive, 
but standing on one leg even 
challenges the brain, improv-
ing its alertness and motor 
control, improving posture 
and maintaining stability.

In addition, when per-
formed with specific instruc-
tions (such as focusing on 
an external object), the exer-
cise significantly activates 

core muscles, including the 
abdominals and back mus-
cles, which is vital for pre-
venting and rehabilitating 
lower back injuries. It’s also a 
key tool for recovering from 
ankle and knee injuries.

It’s even good for your 
heart and overall cardiovas-
cular fitness. Balancing on 
one leg is more physical-
ly demanding than standing 
on two, increasing oxygen 
demand and metabolic rate.

Doctors can use the ability 
– or inability – to stand on 
one leg as a reliable indicator 
of future fall risks and cogni-
tive decline. “In Alzheimer’s 
patients, researchers are actu-
ally finding that if they’re 
unable to stand on one leg 
for five seconds, it usual-
ly predicts a faster cognitive 
decline,” Espiritu McKay told 
the BBC.

So let’s get going – I mean 
standing. And we need to 

start slowly and safely.
If you can’t hold a one-leg 

stance for more than a second 
or two, hold on to the back of 
a chair. Stand upright with a 
slight bend in your knees and 
lift one foot off the ground. 
Lift your hands off the chair 
briefly, then repeat on the 
other side. Keep practicing 
several times a week until 
you can maintain a one-leg 
stance for 10 seconds without 
holding on and without too 
much wobble.

Then you can move on to 
other variations. Wear dif-
ferent kinds of shoes, have 
socks on or go barefoot. 
Stand on different types of 
surfaces: carpet, wood, tile, 
sidewalks. Focus on an object 
in front of you, like a clock 
so you can time yourself. 
One minute is longer than 
you think.

Or try it with your eyes 
closed, which is especially 
challenging!

The nice thing about this 
exercise is that you can build 
it into your everyday rou-
tines, such as waiting for the 
coffee to perk or brushing 
your teeth before you go to 
bed. 

What else can you do to 
improve your ability to stand 
on one leg?

Lift your knees as high as 
you can, one after the other, 
balancing for a few seconds 
between lifts. Incorporating 
hand weights makes it more 
challenging – as well as help-

ing you work on your upper 
body.

Sit and stand without using 
your arms for 30 or so sec-
onds. A dining chair or other 
straight-backed chair is good 
for this exercise. (Also works 
the upper legs and glutes.)

Older adults who work on 
maintaining strength, bal-
ance and mobility have a 
better chance of remaining 
independent, being able to 
drive and aging in place. In 
addition, research is finding 
that older brains that are able 
to keep generating neurons 
are less subject to cognitive 
decline.

Do your body and brain 
a favor by playing a little 
“Simon Says” every day.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 
R.N., a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the 
author of “How to Be a 
Healthcare Advocate for 
Yoursel f  & Your Loved 
Ones” and her new book, 
“Advocating Well: Strategies 
for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health 
Care,” available at Amazon.
com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation.

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Please see GARDEN,
 page 8



T HE  SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  A PRI L  16 ,  2026 PAGE 7

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Greek goddess of marriage
  5. Tropical American blue 

jay-like bird
 10. Abba __, Israeli politician
 14. Dark olive black
 15. Light, crinkled fabric
 16. Notre Dame has a golden 

one
 17. Leaked blood
 18. Confronted
 19. Negligible amount
 20. Facilitated
 22. Hill or rocky peak
 23. Minneapolis suburb
 24. Songs to one’s beloved
 27. Brake horsepower
 30. Angry
 31. Children’s game
 32. Spelling is a type of one
 35. Obtained in return for 

labor
 37. Indicates center
 38. Chinese dynasty
 39. Old World buffaloes
 40. Slang for time off

 41. Fabric
 42. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 43. Defunct regional economic 

organization
 44. Philly footballers
 45. Female sibling
 46. Peter Griffin’s daughter
 47. Digital audiotape
 48. Insecticide
 49. Scientific instrument
 52. Pages may be dog-__
 55. Israeli city __ Aviv
 56. Type of sword
 60. Middle Eastern military 

title
 61. Wise individuals
 63. French Polynesian island 

Bora __
 64. Popular shoe type
 65. One of 50
 66. Divulge a secret
 67. Dish of cooked meat 

mixed with potatoes
 68. Actress Zellweger
 69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN
  1. Greek cupbearer of the Gods
  2. Ancient Syrian city
  3. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
  4. Range of mountains
  5. One thousand cubic feet 

(abbr.)
  6. Spoke
  7. City in Georgia
  8. Theatrical
  9. CNN’s founder
 10. Icelandic poems
 11. Bjorn __, tennis player
 12. Bowfin genus
 13. One point north of northeast
 21. Political divisions in ancient 

Greece
 23. Electroencephalograph
 25. Cool!
 26. Male parent
 27. Where some gymnasts 

work
 28. Capital of Vietnam
 29. Sailboats
 32. Shelter (Scottish)
 33. Completed

 34. Discharge
 36. Arrest
 37. Partner to cheese
 38. Coffee receptacle
 40. Stagnate
 41. Satisfies
 43. Snakelike fish
 44. Consume food
 46. Type of school
 47. Erase
 49. Inform
 50. Girl’s given name
 51. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 

congregation
 52. Every one of two or more 

things
 53. Northern India city
 54. Seventeenth stars in a 

constellation
 57. Weapon
 58. Amounts of time
 59. Isodor __, American Nobel 

physicist
 61. Soviet Socialist Republic
 62. Witness

❚ OBITUARIES�

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Elizabeth Anne “Liz” 
(Rogers) Richer, 72, passed 
away peacefully on April 
9, 2026, at the 
C o m m u n i t y 
Hospice House 
in  Merr imack, 
New Hampshire, 
after a long and 
courageous bat-
tle with multiple 
m y e l o m a  a n d 
multiple strokes. 
Born on October 
20, 1953, in Northampton, 
Massachusetts, Liz was the 
beloved daughter of the 
late F. Edward Rogers and 
Diane (Allen) Rogers.

Liz was a graduate of 
Belchertown High School 
and continued her educa-
tion at Mount Ida Junior 
College and the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst.

She was the devoted 
wife of Michael Richer, 
whom she married in 1976. 
Together, they built a lov-
ing life and were looking 
forward to celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary 
on August 14.

Liz dedicated much of 
her life to working with 
children. She served as 
the Preschool Director and 
lead teacher at the former 
YWCA of Nashua, where 
she  was  a ffec t iona te -
ly known as “Miss Liz” 
by countless children and 
parents whose lives she 
touched. She later became 
co-owner of Adventures in 
ABC’s & 123’s Preschool. 
In 2024, Liz retired from the 
Nashua School District after 
22 years as a paraeduca-
tor at Ledge Street School, 
where she continued to 
make a lasting impact on 
her students and colleagues.

Outside of her work, 
Liz found joy in creating 
a warm and welcoming 
home. She loved decorat-
ing her house inside and out 
for every holiday, bringing 

friends and family together 
to celebrate. She was also 
an avid gardener who took 

great pride in her 
outdoor spaces. 
Her greatest joys 
in life were her 
children, grand-
children, siblings, 
and extended fam-
ily, all of whom 
she loved deeply.

L i z  w i l l  b e 
remembered for 

her warmth, kindness, and 
unwavering dedication to 
children, family, and com-
munity. Her legacy lives 
on in the many lives she 
nurtured and the love she 
shared so freely.

In addition to her husband 
Michael, Liz is survived by 
her loving children; Ryan 
Richer and his wife Julie 
of Ayer, Massachusetts; 
S tephanie  Richer  and 
her  husband Nicholas 
Surdam of Nashua, New 
Hampshire;  and Leslie 
Camar and her husband 
Jonathan of Merrimack, 
New Hampshire; her grand-
children Camila Richer, 
Aiden Richer,  Jackson 
Surdam, and Olivia Surdam; 
her siblings Kathy and 
Bruce Smith, David and 
Jan Rogers, Joseph and 
Georgette Rogers, Steven 
and Lisa Rogers, and Scott 
and Patti Smith; along with 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

The family would like to 
extend their heartfelt thanks 
to Dr. Cherif Abdelmalek, 
B ryn  Fa r r ing ton ,  and 
the nurses and staff at 
Foundation Hematology 
and Oncology for their 
compassionate care and 
for helping us understand 
and navigate this disease. 
We are also deeply grate-
ful to Drs. El-Jawahri, Yee, 
and Frigault, along with 
their team of doctors, the 
nursing staff, and PCAs 
at Massachusetts General 
Hospital, Lunder 9, for the 
exceptional treatment and 
care Liz received.

Family and friends are 
invited to Liz’s visitation on 
Saturday, Apr. 18 from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon at Rochette 
Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services, 21 Kinsley Street, 
Nashua. Words of remem-
brance will be shared start-
ing at 12pm in the funeral 
home. Interment will fol-
low at St. Louis Cemetery, 
Nashua.  To leave an online 
condolence for Liz please 
v i s i t  W W W. A N C T I L -
ROCHETTE.COM 

In lieu of flowers, and in 
honor of Liz, whose strength 
and courage have left a last-
ing legacy, donations may 
be made to Caring for a 
Cure at the Mass General 
Brigham Cancer Institute. 
This nurse-founded initia-
tive provides meaningful 
support to patients and fam-
ilies throughout their cancer 
journey. Gifts may be made 
online at  https://because.
massgeneral.org/campaign/
caring-for-a-cure/c112468 
or by mail to:

Mass General Hospital 
Development Office, Attn: 
Caring For A Cure, 125 
Nashua Street, Boston MA 
02114. Please write “In 
honor of Liz, Caring for a 
Cure” in the memo line. Your 
gift will carry forward Liz’s 
spirit and her deep commit-
ment to helping others.

O r  b y  d o n a t i n g  t o 
Southern New Hampshire 
Legacy Trust in memory 
of Liz by visiting https://
g ive . legacytrus tnh.org/
give/441971/#!/donation/
checkout 

Or by donating to the 
Community Hospice House 
by visiting  https://hhhc.org/
make-a-gift/donation/ or 
by mailing to 7 Executive 
Park Drive, Merrimack, NH 
03054.

Elizabeth Anne “Liz” Richer

BELCHERTOWN – It 
is with deep sorrow that 
w e  a n n o u n c e 
the  pas s ing  o f 
D a w n  F r a n c e s 
( M c K e n z i e ) 
Diloreto, age 68, 
at  her  home in 
Belchertown on 
March 30, 2026. 

Born on April 
3 ,  1 9 5 7 ,  i n 
M a r l b o r o u g h , 
Massachusetts, she was the 
beloved daughter of the 
late Donald and Lorraine 
(Mahoney) McKenzie. 

Dawn’s life was beautiful-
ly woven with love and fam-
ily. She cherished 48 won-
derful years of marriage to 
Fred “Skip” Diloreto, with 
whom she built a life filled 
with laughter and warmth. 
Together, they were blessed 
with two daughters, Jennifer 
Barkyoumb and her husband, 
Eric, and Amanda Staples 
and her husband, Mark, who 
brought her immense joy 
and pride. Dawn was also 
a doting Nonni to Cooper, 
C a m e r o n ,  C l a r a ,  a n d 
Emerson, further enriching 
her legacy of love. 

D a w n  g r e w  u p  i n 
Mar lborough and  la te r 
lived in Spencerport, New 
York, before settling in 
Belchertown to raise her 
family 35 years ago. She 
embraced her role as a 
homemaker with grace and 
dedication. While she took 
on part-time roles at CVS 
and as a receptionist at 

a hair salon, her most ful-
filling work was caring for 

her  own fami ly 
as well as being a 
nanny, where she 
nurtured and cared 
for the children of 
the Hulmes and 
Cote families. A 
remarkable cook, 
Dawn possessed 
an extraordinary 
ab i l i ty  to  c ra f t 

meals both from scratch 
and by following recipes. 
Her specialties included 
“Nonni bread” and pasta 
sauce, creating unforgettable 
meals that drew family and 
friends together for delicious 
Sunday dinners. 

Dawn is survived by her 
husband, “Skip”; her daugh-
ters; her siblings, Maureen 
Margraf, Donna Callahan, 
James McKenzie, and Gary 
McKenzie; and was pre-
deceased by her siblings, 
Renee Boutwell and Kevin 
McKenzie. Her life touched 
many, and she will be pro-
foundly missed by all who 
had the privilege of knowing 
her. 

A graveside service was 
held at South Cemetery on 
Monday, April 13 to honor 
Dawn’s memory and cele-
brate her beautiful life. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family kindly requests that 
donations be made to the 
D’Amour Cancer Center, 
supporting those battling the 
disease she faced with cour-
age. 

Dawn Frances (McKenzie) Diloreto
1957-2026

DEATH NOTICES

Diloreto, Dawn
Died March 30, 2026
Beers & Story Funeral Home

Richer, Elizabeth
Died April 9, 2026
Services April 18
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Rochette Funeral Home,
21 Kinsley St., Nashua, NH

some thornless black-
berry bushes. It may not 
have been smart on my 
account to have an orna-
mental garden opposite 
plants that like to sucker 
like crazy but such is life 
when you want to squeeze 
in as many plants as you 
can into the space you’ve 
got…Anyway, ten foot long 
canes jumped the wall into 
the bed where I have a few 
bulbs and biennials at the 
base of the Redbud.  

I was able to give the 
canes a strong yank and 
lo and behold I have three 
new blackberry bushes free 
for the taking. I separat-
ed them from the mother 
plant, potted them up and 
will delight a friend with 
them, just as my friend 
Kelly’s husband had done 
for me some years back.  

These berries are so won-
derful. Even with a small 
patch I am always able to 
freeze a couple of quarts 
for use in the offseason. 
Yum!

With stems cut back, 
leaves raked, weeds and 
suckers removed and the 
beds given a crisp edge, I 
felt good enough about 
leaving outlying gardens 
for another day. It was 
time to turn my attention to 
tomato seedlings that had 
long since outgrown the 
seed packs the seeds were 
sown in the third week of 
March.  

Typically we transplant 

when the first true leaves 
form. I am maybe a week 
late.  

Carefully I lifted out the 
clumps of seedlings and 
gently pried the roots apart. 
Tomato seedlings can be 
sunk deeply, almost up to 
their leaves; new roots will 
form on the stems.  

After a gentle watering 
they will go back under the 
grow lights they until they 
are big enough to be moved 
from the six packs to a four 
inch pot. Probably by May 
1. 

What is next on the agen-
da? Next weekend I have 
to assess my potato patch. 
I’ll probably pull up old red 
raspberry canes nearby to 
expand the bed. 

Blueberry bushes need 
some fertilizer. Asparagus 
could use lime and com-
post, probably some weed-
ing as well. 

There is never a dull 
moment this time of year, 
and I am not sure I’d want 
it any other way.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School  of  Agricul ture 
a t  t he  Un ivers i t y  o f 
Massachusetts. For the 
last 34 years, she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@tur-
ley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject 
line.  

GARDEN from page 6

BELCHERTOWN – A 
recently released West 
Health-Gallup Affordability 
I n d ex  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t 
Americans’ ability to afford 
healthcare has deteriorat-
ed in recent years. In 2026, 
millions are expected to 
face higher insurance pre-
miums and rising out-of-
pocket costs as the expi-
ration of some Affordable 
Care Act subsidies and 
upcoming cuts to Medicaid 
enrollment threaten cov-
erage. Collectively, these 
shifts could leave millions 
of  Americans without 
health insurance at a time 
when financial stress is 
already running high.

On Saturday, April 18, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., a 
Healthcare Roundtable at 
Belchertown Town Hall 
will reveal some of the 
complexities that have cre-
ated this situation, as well 
as potential options to 
bring accessibility to qual-
ity healthcare back to the 
realm of affordability and 
reliability. Keynote pre-
senters include Dr. Chris 
Flory, a retired physician 
who maintained a pri-
vate practice in Western 
Massachusetts for over 
30 years, and Dr. Michal 
Horny, a noted UMass 

Amherst healthcare econo-
mist specializing in afford-
ability.

Be l che r town  Se l ec t 
Board Chair Lesa Lessard 
Pearson, who will serve 
as moderator, said she is 
pleased to bring together 
experts alongside Senator 
Jake Oliveira  to  help 
unpack the pressures facing 
our healthcare system, clar-
ify what’s at stake for resi-
dents, and identify practical 
paths toward more afford-
able, reliable care.

The event is free, and all 
are invited to attend and 
participate in a robust Q&A 
at the end of the program.

The roundtable is coor-
dinated by the Belchertown 
T o w n  D e m o c r a t i c 
Committee (BDTC) in 
its commitment to fea-
ture experts on topics that 
impact quality of life in 
the community and the 
Commonwealth. According 
to  BDTC Chai r  Cara 
Lapenas, “This is a subject 
that cries out for deeper 
understanding when one 
in ten Americans are con-
templating financial trade-
offs to maintain healthcare 
insurance. We hope this 
will help us understand 
where we are in the effort 
to make it better.”

Health Roundtable 
set for Apr. 18

B E L C H E RTOW N  – 
The New England Small 
Farm Inst i tute,  locat-
ed at 275 Jackson Rd. in 
Belchertown, will host a 
workshop teaching people 
how to grow edible mush-
rooms on Saturday, Apr. 25 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Hosted 
by NEFSI and Forestopia, 
come enjoy a hands-on 
workshop that explores 
all dimensions of shiitake 
mushroom cultivation on 
home and commercial lev-
els. The workshop will pro-
vide an introduction to the 
agroforestry practice Forest 
Farming, cover the funda-
mentals of mushroom cul-

tivations, and review 
basic considerations of 
those interested in growing 
commercially. Participants 
will also have the oppor-
tunity to take home an 
inoculated shiitake log. 
The event has a suggest-
ed donation of $20 to $30 
(add $15 for participants 
wishing to take home one 
inoculated shiitake log). 
All are welcome. To reg-
ister, please contact Sara 
Weil at info@smallfarm.
org or call 413-323-4531.

Learn to grow Learn to grow 
edible mushroomsedible mushrooms
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SPRINGFIELD – Last Wednesday afternoon, 
Belchertown High School softball scored a 17-0 shut-
out of Pope Francis. The Orioles improved to 3-1 on 
the season. The Orioles are back in action on Friday, 
Apr. 17 at home against West Springfield at 4 p.m.

Orioles pile up Orioles pile up 
on Pope Francison Pope Francis

Kina Roy makes a play in front of the plate.

Lila Roy sends a 
pitch home.

Kina Roy 
pops the 
ball foul.

Emily Waller 
rounds first 
on a base hit.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Sophia Mitus 
makes a clean 

play at second.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The first of 
two regular season meet-
ings between the Granby 
and Ludlow varsity baseball 
teams took place on a chilly 
afternoon at the Ludlow 
Sports Complex.  

While the fans tried to 
stay warm by wearing win-
ter coats and blankets, the 
frigid conditions didn’t 
seem to impact Ludlow 
junior Christian Kochanek 
very much. 

The righthander tossed 
a two-hitter as the Lions 
moved above the .500 mark 
with an 11-1 victory over 
the Rams, last Tuesday. The 
Bi-County North contest 
ended with no outs in the 
bottom of the sixth inning 
due to the 10-run mercy 
rule.

“I actually love pitching 
in the cold weather,” said 
Kochanek, who threw a total 
of 100 pitches. “I feel more 
energized on cold days. It’s 
a lot better than sweating on 
hot days. I also pitched on 
a cold day against Monson 
last year.” 

L ud low  head  coach 
Cam Rivest, who’s also an 
assistant hockey coach at 
Ludlow High School under 
his father, Paul, also didn’t 
mind the cold temperatures.

“I wore shorts while I 
was throwing batting prac-
tice before today’s game,” 
said Rivest, who also wore 
a short sleeve jacket. “I’m 
used to the cold weather due 
to hockey.”

The home victory pushed 
the Lions overall record to 
2-1, while the Rams fell to 
1-3.

The Lions swept the sea-
son series a year ago after 
the Rams had accomplished 
the same feat in 2024.

Granby threatened to take 
an early lead in the first 
meeting of this season when 
junior shortstop Brandon 
Carillon walked with two 
outs in the top of the first 
inning before stealing sec-
ond base. Carillon was 
stranded there, as Kochanek 
struck out the next batter. 
The righthander finished 
the game with 9 K’s and six 
walks.

“Christian is a very good 
pitcher,” Rivest said. “He 
threw a one-hitter against 
Amherst last year. He’s 
gaining a lot of confidence.”

The Lions failed to score 
a run against Granby junior 
righthander Joe Barett in the 
bottom half of the opening 
frame.   

Barrett worked the first 
three innings before being 
replaced on the mound by 
eighth grader Reymond 
Barrett, who’s also a righty.

The Lions, who banged 
out ten base hits, scored 
three runs in the second 
inning with a little bit of 
help from the Rams defense.

Junior shortstop Luke 
Stejna swung at a strike 
three pitch leading off the 
inning, but he was safe at 
first base following a wild 
pitch. After stealing second 
base, Stejna advanced to 
third on another wild pitch 
before scoring on a passed 
ball. Senior third baseman 
Mason Morace drove home 
the Lions’ second run with a 
double to center before scor-
ing on a throwing error by 
the catcher.

Kochanek, who was 2-for-
3 at the plate, helped himself 
with an RBI single to right 
with one-out in the third. 
Two batters later, soph-
omore right fielder Kellan 
Steigmeyer singled home 
another run, which was fol-
lowed by a run scoring triple 
by junior leftfielder Connor 
Castro (2-for-3). He scored 
when senior second base-
man Drayden Keirsey hit 
a double to center. The last 
three runs were scored with 
two outs.   

Granby senior Brodie 
Funk leadoff the third inning 
with a single up the mid-
dle into center field, which 
ended Kochanek’s no-hit 
bid. Following a flyball out, 
the inning ended with a dou-
ble play.

T h e  R a m s  e n d e d 
Kochanek’s shutout bid with 
one swing of the bat with 
one out in the top of the 
fourth.

Granby’s rally began with 
walks to Joe Barrett, junior 
left fielder Liam Everson, 
and junior second baseman 
Sam Moure, which load-
ed the bases with one out. 
Then freshman right fielder 
Andrew Grabherr hit a fly-
ball single, which scored a 
run.

The next batter grounded 
into an inning ending double 
play. 

The Lions responded by 
scoring three more runs in 
the bottom half of the fourth 
inning.

The game came to an 
end two innings later when 
Spurlock hit a leadoff off 
double past the third base-
man down the left field 
line. He scored when Ethan 
Steigmeyer lined a single 
into left field making the 
score 11-1.

Lions defeat Granby 
in six innings

GRANBY –  A  b ig 
inning can always lead 
a team to a win. Granby 
High School softball got 
that as they scored 17 run 
in the bottom of the sec-

ond to score a 21-1 win 
over Holyoke last Monday 
afternoon at home. Kaitlyn 
Curran had three hits and 
four runs scored for the 
Rams. Ellie Szlosek had 

two hits and three runs 
scored. The Rams are now 
4-1 on the season.

Rams score 17 runs in one inning

Sydney Chateauneuf sends a throw 
to the infield.

Kaitlyn Curran crosses 
home plate.

Ellie Szlosek 
fields a ground-
er to short.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Kiki Gaj swings and connects.

Abby LaDuke pinch-runs at first base.Meredith Bartosz winds and fires 
to the plate.
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 Register at TJOFoundation.org

May 2, 2026 • 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Fountain Park, 883 Tinkham Road, Wilbraham

A community event to raise funds for TJO Animals in need. 
Fun family activities and goodies for the pups.

Their Second Chance Begins With You!

Not all superheroes wear capes. Some wear sneakers. Some have paws.

To Benefit The Foundation 
for TJO Animals

The Jack Rome Memorial 
5K & Fun Walk

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in 
the Belchertown Police log 
and arrests for the weeks of 
March 20, through April 2. 
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the 
police department based on 
the review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Sunday, April 

11:10 p.m. – A 17-year-
old juvenile was issued a 
summons on charges of neg-
ligent operation of a motor 
vehicle, speeding, junior 
operator with pass under 
18 and marked lanes viola-
tion. A vehicle was traveling 
south at high rate of speed 
on Chauncey Walker Road 
in area of a dangerous cor-
ner. The driver lost control of 
their vehicle, crossed over the 
lines into the opposite lane, 
ran off the roadway and sev-
ered a utility pole then rolled 
over onto the roof of the vehi-
cle. Three Belchertown Fire 

ambulances and mutual aid 
from Granby and Ludlow 
responded to the scene. 
National Grid was contacted 
regarding the pole. The vehi-
cle was towed. 

Monday, April 6
8:26 p.m. – A 38-year-old 

Belchertown male was issued 
a summons on charges of 
operation with a suspended 
license, a lights violation and 
license not in possession. An 
officer responded to Stebbins 
Street where they saw a vehi-
cle that had no taillights on. 
The officer stopped the vehi-
cle and identified the oper-
ator. They said it must have 
just recently broke and they 
didn’t have their license. The 
officer looked up the license, 
and it came back as suspend-
ed. A criminal complaint was 
issued. A relative took pos-
session of the vehicle. 

Tuesday, April 7
12:44 p.m. – Corey J. 

Bebeau, of 325 South Shore 
Road, Pascoag, Rhode Island 
was arrested on a warrant. An 
officer on patrol saw a vehi-
cle in the right turn lane on 
Main Street then the vehicle 
went straight, cutting off traf-
fic. They stopped the vehi-
cle and found the person had 
a warrant. The person was 

transported to the court and 
a tow company contacted to 
remove the vehicle. 

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, April 3

12:26 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a resident about 
fraud. They got a credit card 
bill in the mail that was made 
was in another town. The per-
son said they hadn’t been to 
the town and wasn’t sure who 
made the purchase. The mat-
ter was documented.

1:46 p.m. – An officer was 
dispatched to Turkey Hill 
Road for a report of a person 
who felt unsafe. The person 
was spoken with and claimed 
they were being threatened 
by another person. They were 
advised how to get a harass-
ment prevention order.

3:50 p.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person who 
reported a credit fraud. They 
got a call from a person say-
ing a loan was taken out. 
They were told to call a credit 
company to see if they got a 
loan.

Saturday, April 4
2:30 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a North Main 
Street business for a well-
being check for a person 
who was in the parking lot. 
They were evaluated by 

Belchertown paramedics and 
transported.

6:38 p.m. – An officer 
responded for a requested 
well-being check of a person. 
There was an interaction that 
people viewed as abuse of a 
youth. The officers investigat-
ed and the School Resource 
officer as notified. 

8:38 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a report motor 
vehicle theft. It was report-
ed a trailer was stolen. They 
went to pick it up and move 
it, but it was gone. The 
person said they saw on 
Facebook marketplace that it 
was being sold. The person 
said they were not sure who 
the person was that posted it. 
They spoke with the person 
who posted it and that per-
son said they were posting for 
a friend. It hadn’t been sold 
and an officer is waiting for 
additional follow up. 

Sunday, April 5
1:27 a .m.  – An offi -

cer  responded to assist 
Belchertown Fire paramedics.

3:42 a.m. – An officer 
responded to State Street for 
an accident. An operator of 
a vehicle lost control and 
over the yellow lines, slid 
sideways and crashed into 
a tree on a property. There 
was heavy damage to the 

right rear corner panel. There 
was report of entrapment. 
Five victims were involved 
in the accident. A helicopter 
was requested. There were 
five ambulances called to the 
scene. The vehicle was towed 
from the scene. 

3:54 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Rockrimmon Road. A vehi-
cle traveling eastbound on 
Rockrimmon Road was turn-
ing left and struck a second 
vehicle stopped to make a 
right turn. No injuries were 
reported and no tows were 
reported. 

Monday, April 6
6:21 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident 
on Bardwell Street. A deer 
entered the roadway and 
struck a vehicle traveling on 
Bardwell Street. It struck the 
right front of the vehicle. No 
tow was needed and no inju-
ries were reported. 

9:29 a.m. – An officer 
responded to Ware Road for 
an accident. A vehicle travel-
ing east on Ware Road struck 
a tree branch suspended by 
a guardrail. The branch was 
obstructing the eastbound 
travel lane as it just fell in 
front of the vehicle. The vehi-
cle’s right-side mirror was 
struck. No tows were needed 

and no injuries were reported. 
7:43 p.m. – An officer 

responded to the area of Bay 
Road and Hamilton Street for 
a heavy spill from a vehicle. 
The vehicle was on North 
Main Street being loaded 
onto a tow truck. The person 
said they had a broken trans-
mission line in the vehicle 
which caused the leak. It was 
determined the fluids needed 
to be removed from the road-
way. It was cleaned. 

Tuesday, April 7
6:10 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
West Street. A vehicle trav-
eling west on West Street 
while crossing was struck by 
vehicle. There was damage to 
the driver’s side. No injuries 
were reported and the vehicle 
was driven from the scene. 

7:09 a.m. – An officer took 
a report of a vehicle that was 
vandalized. It was sprayed 
with spray paint, and another 
vehicle was scratched with 
a key. The matter is under 
investigated. 

7:50 a.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on George Hannum Road. 
A vehicle traveling east 
on George Hannum Road 

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY�

Please see POLICE LOG, 
page 11

Residents 
encouraged 
to attend 
Complete 
Streets Public 
Engagement 

BELCHERTOWN - The 
Town of Belchertown, work-
ing with Vanasse Hangen 
Brustl in(VHB), will  be 
reviewing the existing condi-
tions and identify Complete 
Street project opportuni-
ties. Tables will be set up 
for residents to come and 
have conversations about 
what is important to you. 
This event will be held at 
the Belchertown Town Hall 
Auditorium on April 30 from 
6-8 p.m.

A Complete Street is one 
that provides safe and acces-
sible options for all travel 
modes – walking, biking, 
transit, and vehicles – for 
people of all ages and abil-
ities. In 2025, the Town 
adopted a Complete Streets 
Administrative Policy to 
commit to Complete Street 
designs in future infrastruc-
ture projects, as appropriate. 

In the next months, the 
Town will be working with 
consulting firm Vanasse 
Hangen Brustlin (VHB) 
to develop a list of prior-
ity Complete Street proj-
ects, in hopes to qualify for 
Complete Streets funding 
from MassDOT for future 
projects.

The  Town and  VHB 
is looking for feedback 
on where priorities exist 
throughout the community 
so they can be considered 
as part of this report – your 
input is welcome and needed 
to create this list. 

PALMER – Pathfinder 
s o f t b a l l  wa s  a b l e  t o 
push across a couple of 
runs early, but Chicopee 
Comprehensive came roar-

ing back and ended up turn-
ing the game around, defeat-
ing Pathfinder 25-9 last 
Thursday at Pathfinder Tech. 
The Pioneers fell to 0-4 on 

the season while Chicopee 
Comprehensive rose above 
.500 to 3-2.

Pioneers score early, but fall to Comp

Emily Forcier squares up some contact.

Ellisyn Gelinas sends an easy 
throw to first.

ABOVE: 
Julieta 

Tweedell 
hustles 

home on
 a hit.

LEFT: Carly 
Juda makes 

a throw 
across the 

diamond.

Pitcher Taylor Thornton sends a pitch to the plate.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Addison Doktor swings and connects on a base hit.
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 
SAVE

20%
$1929
Shell Rotella® T4 
Triple Protection Motor Oil

/gal.

1 gal.  •  10W30, 15W40

She said that while the 
district had already pared its 
initial  $1.4 million  wish‑list 
deficit, a recent change in an 
out‑of‑district student’s place-
ment quickly erased anticipat-
ed savings. To keep the bud-
get afloat, the district tapped 
its last major safety net.

Bartosz, stressing she was 
not opposed to meeting any 
student’s needs, said the speed 
and size of the financial swing 
was alarming.

“We were negative, I don’t 
know, whatever it was, 12% or 
something last week, and now 
we’re up 9% so that’s a 21% 
change in a week,” she said. 
“So what’s to say that this… 
we’re not going to have anoth-
er 21% change next week?”

The chair likened the pro-
cess to a board game rather 
than serious budgeting.

“It feels like we’re playing 
with Monopoly money… or 
the game of life. We’re going 
to spin the… spin and… we 
have no control over some of 
those things,” Bartosz said.

With circuit breaker funds 
fully committed for FY27, 
both acknowledged that any 
high‑cost student moving 
into Granby, even on Aug. 1, 
could force cuts elsewhere in 
the budget.

Deficit shrinks 
but still looms

Despite the volati l i ty, 
Rickson emphasized that 
careful trimming and new 
help from the town have nar-
rowed, but not erased, the 
FY27 budget gap.

The district’s initial internal 
budget development, which 
included principals’ and 
departments’ full “wish lists,” 
produced a roughly  $1.4 
million  deficit. After multi-
ple rounds of reductions and 
offsets, Rickson said: “Our 

working deficit is, right now, 
as of today, is $390,000,” she 
told the committee.

Bartosz thanked the town 
for stepping up with more aid 
than anticipated.

“I appreciate the fact 
that the town even found 
$500,000 because it could 
have been, it could have been 
$150 or it could have been 
$10 and been like, ‘Here you 
go,’” she said.

Even so, she pointed out 
that if another special edu-
cat ion change had cost 
$100,000 less, the district 
would “still [be] almost 
$300,000” in the hole.

Insurance, inflation
and state aid gaps

Rickson devoted a signifi-
cant portion of her presenta-
tion to explaining the struc-
tural pressures behind the 
numbers: health insurance 
hikes, inflation, transportation 
and a mismatch between state 
aid and required local spend-
ing.

She noted that  Hampshire 
County Trust  insurance rates 
jumped, and the founda-
tion for employee benefits 
increased  8.29%, with insur-
ance driving up the town’s 
in‑kind contribution.

At the same time, she said, 
the state’s main school fund-
ing program isn’t keeping 
pace.

“When the governor creates 
a budget, they talk about how 
much money you’re going to 
get per pupil. Right now, it 
is allocated at $75 per pupil,” 
Rickson said.

She added that  Chapter 70 
state funding  increased “only 
by every 1%” while required 
local spending rose  4.4%, 
calling it “a huge disconnect.”

Inflation, especially for 
fuel, remains another wild 
card.

“We never know what next 
week price is going to be on 

something else, diesel fuel,” 
Rickson said.

Level service goals, 
but real tradeoffs

The superintendent framed 
the FY27 request as a  “level 
service” budget — an attempt 
to provide the same services 
as last year without program 
cuts.

“We’re looking for a level 
service budget this year. We 
want to make sure that our 
teachers and students are get-
ting the best for them. Now 
we’re doing the best we can 
with what we have,” Rickson 
said

She said the district aims 
to preserve core instruction, 
Advanced Placement and 
early college offerings, sports 
and after‑school activities, 
specials like art and music, 
technology and building 
maintenance.

But to close the gap, 
Rickson outl ined l ikely 
impacts:

No new positions  that 
administrators had hoped to 
add.

Reduced  profess iona l 
development funding.

Complete  depletion of the 
circuit breaker reserve.

P o s s i b l e  c u t s 
to  Chromebook repair and 
replacement,   playground 
mulch,  baseball and softball 
field work,  gym floor refin-
ishing and some  contracted 
special education services.

“Our total operating budget 
from FY 26 what we’re ask-
ing should be only 2.8%… 
from last year,” Rickson 
said, noting that while  2.8 
to 2.86%  might sound mod-
est, “it is a small town. So 
$356,000 is a good chunk of 
change.”

Athletic trainer coverage 
and potential donations
Some proposed  t r ims 

focused on athletics and facil-

ities, prompting questions 
about student safety and com-
munity support.

Bartosz asked about reduc-
ing athletic trainer hours, 
given state requirements.

“What do we do in that 
case? Because aren’t we 
required by Mia to have a 
trainer or EMT or some kind 
of service on site,” she said.

An administrator explained 
that Granby would still meet 
mandatory coverage for spe-
cific sports and tournament 
rounds through contractual 
services but would not be able 
to add extra hours.

“We will meet our obliga-
tions, but we’re not able to 
expand what we offer,” he 
said. 

Bartosz then raised the 
possibility of volunteers 
and donations, asking if 
licensed EMTs who are par-
ents could donate sideline 
services and whether the 
district could accept dona-
tions for playground mulch, 
field maintenance and even 
Chromebooks.

“Is that something that 
we can accept donations 
for?” she asked of the play-
ground and fields, then added, 
“Same for other things too, 
like Chromebooks and other 
things.” 

Administrators indicated 
they were open to exploring 
those ideas.

Pathfinder budget and over‑
sight worries

The meeting also turned 
to   Pa thfinder  Regiona l 
Vocational Technical High 
School, where rising assess-
ments for member towns are 
adding another layer of con-
cern.

Rickson, speaking with 
care to praise the school’s 
educational value, said local 
superintendents are uneasy 
about how easily Pathfinder’s 
budget is approved.

“Pathfinder is a great 
school. We love our students 
to get a technical education… 
however, our concern really 
is… oftentimes… Pathfinder 
puts forward their budget, 
they don’t really question 
their budget,” she said.

S h e  c i t e d  r e p o r t s 
that Palmer’s Pathfinder costs 
are going up about  10%  and 
other districts’ increases are 
also steep, while Granby is 
facing a 5% hike this year.

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e , 
Pathfinder has accepted 
a large incoming class of 

Granby ninth graders – 17.
Rickson proposed sending 

a letter, modeled on one used 
in Palmer, asking for more 
detailed justification and over-
sight and inviting Granby’s 
Pathfinder representative to 
present regularly.

As the committee heads 
toward a late‑April budget 
vote, members said they will 
keep pressing both for local 
solutions and for broad-
er changes at the state and 
regional level to stabilize 
school funding in the years 
ahead.

PART-TIME CLERK / TREASURER
SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2
South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified 

professional to fill the part-time (19-24 hour) position of 
Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/Treasurer maintains oversight of 
the District’s financial health, under the policy direction of the 
Prudential Committee. The Clerk/Treasurer is responsible for 
receipt and disbursement of district funds, payroll processes, 
employee benefits, debt management, cash flow, the annual 
district election, ensuring compliance with state and federal 
regulations and reporting requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge 
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly 
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of 
progressive experience in financial management, administration 
of payroll, employee benefits and other human resource functions, 
and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial software 
platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable, and must 
attain Certified Massachusetts Municipal Treasurer (CMMT) status 
within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance, 
business administration, accounting or public administration, 
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience. 
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPO designation additionally advantageous. 
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

The successful candidate will work under a three-year, 
renewable memorandum of agreement. The hiring range is 
$35.00 to $39.00 hourly. The top step exceeds the hiring range. 
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description. 
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of 
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:
Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,
20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075
Electronic submissions in PDF format BMiller@shdistrict2.org
South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity 

employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender

GRANBY SCHOOLS
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approached the underpass 
at the same time as anoth-
er vehicle traveling from 
the opposite direction. The 
vehicles only had damage 
to the mirrors. No injuries 
were reported and no tows 
were needed. Both operators 
claimed the other vehicle 
was speeding to go through 
the underpass.  

12:14 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street residence for a report 
of a person making threats. 
The matter was investigated. 
They encountered the person 
who allegedly made threats 
and spoke with them. The 
matter was resolved. 

2:27 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Federal Street. A vehi-
cle stopped in the eastbound 
lane on Federal Street for 
paving equipment in the 
roadway was rear ended by 
a second vehicle traveling 
in the same direction. Both 

vehicles were towed from 
the scene. The company 
didn’t have anyone directing 
traffic or signs in the road-
way indicating there was 
roadwork ahead. 

4:25 p.m. – A person came 
to the station to report their 
vehicle as keyed while in the 
North Main Street parking 
lot. Photos were taken of the 
vehicle. 

5:03 p.m. – An officer 
took a report of an ani-
mal complaint. The officer 
responded to North Main 
Street to assist with a loose 
dog. There was an allega-
tion a dog bit some children. 
There was a scratch on one 
of the children. Belchertown 
Fire and EMS responded to 
evaluate the child. Animal 
Control also responded to 
the scene. No one was trans-
ported. 

5:54 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a report of 
larceny on Franklin Street. 
A person reported stolen 
jewelry taken by a former 

acquaintance. 

Wednesday, April 8
7:48 a.m. – An officer 

responded to a North Main 
Street residence to meet with 
a person regarding threats. 
The threatening person 
claimed they were threat-
ened by the reporting party 
and said they were hav-
ing issues. The matter was 
resolved. 

9:55 a.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person about 
their child being harassed 
at school. The officer spoke 
with the involved people and 
the School Resource Officer. 
The incident was document-
ed. 

10:19 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a report of a 
disturbance North Main 
Street resident about issues 
with person who lived there. 
The person was concerned 
because the person has a dog 
was trying to make it act 
aggressively. The person was 
going up to children with the 

dog.
4:41 p.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident 
in the center parking lot. A 
vehicle parked in the center 
parking lot was struck by 
a vehicle making a U-turn. 
The person left their infor-
mation on the parked vehi-
cle. 

10:37 p.m. – An officer 
responded to North Main 
Street for a report of a per-
son causing a disturbance by 
knocking on doors and yell-
ing at vehicles. 

Thursday, April 9
10:07 a.m. – An offi-

cer responded to assist 
Belchertown fire paramed-
ics.

11:05 a.m. – An officer 
responded to a North Main 
Street residence for a report 
of a person talking to youths. 
They were telling him to 
leave them alone. 

6:10 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Bay Road involving a truck. 

POLICE LOG from page 10

Sale to benefit 
the Stone House 
Museum

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Stonehouse Museum’s open-
ing day is Saturday, May 9 
and the hugely popular Old 
Bag sale will be there again.

The museum needs your 
help to make this event a big 
success. We are collecting 
gently used bags, pocket-
books, purses, wallets, back-
packs, etc. (please no suitcas-
es).

Now is the time to clean 
out your closets and donate. 
Spread the word to friends 
and family as well.

Donation bins have been 
placed in several  loca-
tions around town includ-
ing the Senior Center, Clapp 
Memorial Library, Town 
Hall, Pine Valley Plantation 
m a i l  r o o m ,  B e l l  a n d 

Hudson insurance Agency, 
Easthampton Savings Bank, 
Swift River Gift Shop, Tina 
Marie’s Hair and Boutique, 
Eclipz Salon, Rannsaka 
Gift Shop, Dynamic Do’s, 
M a k i n g  Wave s  S a l o n , 
Looks To Kill Salon, and 
Station Five Salon. We also 
have 2 collection bins in 
Granby at the Granby 
Senior Center and 
t h e  G r a n b y 
Free Library. 
C o l l e c t i o n s 
end May 1 so 
do not delay. 
H e l p  u s 
make this 
this fund-
r a i s e r 
a  b i g 
s u c -
cess.

‘The Old Bag Sale’ is back
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs

Build Your  
Business

CALL: 
413.283.8393

EMAIL: 
nbrady@turley.com

Special Advertising Rates 
for Local Small Businesses 
- Ad Design Included!

Reach local 
households, 
in print 
and online!

HEREHERE

OVERHEAD DOORS

Call Today for  Professional Installation 
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

PAINTING

413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington

• INTERIOR 
• EXTERIOR 
• RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL

Start your interior 
projects today!

www.penningtonpaintingco.net

LAWN & GARDEN

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

TRAILER SALES

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Enclosed

Utility
Dump

Equipment

TREE WORK
INSURED AND CERTIFIED

dlangtree.com
■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding
Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GLASS

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

“Our goal continues to be 
balancing fiscal responsi-
bility with maintaining high 
quality programs and oppor-
tunities for our students,” 
Duda said.

Expansion Efforts and 
Facility Investments

A significant portion of 
the presentation focused on 
ongoing and recent expan-
sion projects, including the 
district’s partnership with 
the Cold Spring School in 
Belchertown. The initiative 
will add 150 seats, expanding 
access to vocational educa-
tion in the region.

“The excitement around 
the 150-seat expansion ini-
tiative with the Cold Spring 
school in Belchertown could 
be felt in the room,” officials 
said.

District leaders also high-
lighted the successful rede-
velopment of the former 
Country Bank property at 
Four Corners. Renovated 
by Pathfinder students, the 
building is now fully oper-
ational and serves multiple 

community functions.
The space currently houses 

the Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce and is used in 
the evenings for adult con-
tinuing education programs; 
an initiative that has grown 
significantly in recent years.

Costs associated with 
the Cold Spring expansion, 
including transportation 
and staffing, are being off-
set through revolving funds, 
meaning they will not impact 
member town assessments 
for FY27.

Rising Costs and Insurance 
Adjustments

While the district remains 
in a stable financial position, 
several cost drivers are put-
ting pressure on the budget. 
Among the most significant 
increases are:
•	 10% rise in transportation 

costs
•	 12.7% increase in retiree 

health insurance premiums
•	 9.83% increase in active 

employee health insurance
•	 12% increase in non-em-

ployee insurance
District officials pointed 

to reforms made in FY23 
to health insurance offer-

ings as a mitigating factor. 
The transition to tiered plans 
and expanded options has 
improved coverage while 
positioning the district for 
long-term savings.

Officials project that con-
tinued staff attrition and 
retirements over the next 
five to seven years will fur-
ther reduce insurance-related 
costs.

Strong Financial Position
Despite rising expens-

es, Pathfinder Tech reported 
no outstanding debt and no 
major capital requests for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

This stability is large-
ly attributed to the district’s 
success in securing more 
than $1.4 million in compet-
itive grants across FY25 and 
FY26.

“Through careful planning 
and strategic grant funding, 
the district has been able to 
invest in programs and facil-
ities while avoiding new 
debt,” Duda said.

Enrollment Trends Defy 
Regional Decline

A key theme of the pre-
sentation was the contrast 

between regional enrollment 
trends and Pathfinder’s con-
tinued growth.

Across the nine mem-
ber towns, K-12 enrollment 
has declined by more than 
20 percent over the past 12 
years. In contrast, Pathfinder 
Tech has seen steady increas-
es in enrollment, with partic-
ularly strong demand among 
incoming ninth-grade appli-
cants.

“Even as overall K-12 
enrollment declines in many 
communities, demand for 
career and technical educa-
tion continues to grow,” offi-
cials said. “We are seeing 
that reflected in our applica-
tion numbers each year.”

Enrollment is expected 
to increase further in FY27, 
driven by both in-district stu-
dents and non-resident tui-
tion applicants.

Programs Driving 
Engagement

District leaders also high-
lighted several initiatives 
contributing to student suc-
cess and engagement.

Among them is the “PATH 
to Professionalism” frame-
work, which emphasizes core 

values and workforce readi-
ness skills. Officials credit-
ed the program, along with 
hands-on learning opportuni-
ties, for helping drive student 
interest and retention.

Pathfinder is also now in 
its third year as a cell-phone-
free school; a policy admin-
istrators say has significantly 
improved focus, engagement, 
and productivity in class-
rooms.

Daily attendance rates 
exceed 95%, a figure officials 
cited as evidence of strong 
student investment in their 
education.

Expanding Adult 
Education

The district’s adult con-
tinuing education program 
was another area of growth 
highlighted during the pre-
sentation. Now fully self-sus-
taining, the program operates 
without financial impact on 
member towns while gener-
ating revenue and expanding 
course offerings.

In the past year alone, the 
program secured more than 
$500,000 in grant funding.

PATHFINDER
 from page 1

Baseball
tryouts set 
for Apr. 26

BELCHERTOWN — 
There will be tryouts for 
Belchertown’s American 
Legion Post 239 baseball 
teams. The tryouts will be 
held on Sunday, Apr. 26 at 
Belchertown High School 
with Senior Legion players 
trying out from 9 to 11 a.m. 
and Junior Legion play-
ers trying out from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. Residents of 
Belchertown, students at 
Belchertown High School, 
along with other area town 
players, such as Granby, 
Amherst, Ludlow, Hadley, 
and Ware could also be 
eligible to try out for the 
team. The cost to partici-
pate on the team is $250. 
New players receive a 
jersey and hat. Returning 
players who keep their 
same jersey and hat are 
$180. Money is payable 
after tryouts. Any ques-
tions, please contact Mark 
Zawistowski at markzski@
hotmail.com or call/text 
617-999-3999.
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❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�
NOTICE OF 

MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
Charles J. Lydon and Elaine 
A. Lydon to UMass Five Col-
lege Federal Credit Union, said 
mortgage being dated Decem-
ber 5, 2014, and recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 11823, Page 134, 
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 A.M. 
on Wednesday, May 13, 2026, 
upon the premises described in 
said mortgage, namely 89 Green 
Avenue, Belchertown, Hamp-
shire County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, to wit:

THE LAND IN BELCHER-
TOWN, HAMPSHIRE COUN-
TY, MASSACHUSETTS 
BOUNDED  AND DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

TRACT 1:
BEGINNING AT A POINT 

ON THE SOUTHERLY SIDE 
OF GREEN AVENUE, WHICH 
POINT IS THE WESTERLY 
SIDE OF THE INTERSEC-
TION OF GREEN AVENUE 
AND A RIGHT OF WAY 
LEADING FROM GREEN 
AVENUE TO THE PREMIS-
ES NOW OR FORMERLY 
OF GEORGE H.B. GREEN 
KNOWN AS THE “CARVER 
LOT”; THENCE RUNNING 
WESTERLY ALONG SAID 
GREEN AVENUE TWO HUN-
DRED SIXTEEN (216) FEET 
AND THENCE RUNNING IN 
A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION 
ALONG LAND NOW OR 
FORMERLY OF WILLIAM 
CHARLES BELMONT AND 
WILLIAM BELMONT, JR. 
EIGHTY-THREE (83) FEET, 
MORE OR LESS, TO A STAKE; 
THENCE RUNNING EASTER-
LY ALONG SAID LAND OF 
WILLIAM CHARLES BEL-
MONT AND WILLIAM BEL-
MONT, JR. FIVE HUNDRED 
AND FIVE (505) FEET TO THE 
WESTERLY SIDE OF SAID 
RIGHT OF WAY; THENCE 
NORTHERLY ALONG SAID 
RIGHT OF WAY FOUR HUN-
DRED SEVENTY-FIVE (475) 
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO 
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING. 
SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF 
ALL PERSONS LAWFULLY 
ENTITLED THERETO, TO 
USE THE RIGHT OF WAY 
WHICH RUNS ALONG THE 
EASTERLY LINE OF THE 
ABOVE DESCRIBED PREM-
ISES. 

BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES CONVEYED TO CHARLES 
J. LYDON BY DEED OF 
ELAINE A LYDON DATED 
OCTOBER 14, 1977 AND RE-
CORDED IN SAID REGISTRY 
OF DEEDS IN BOOK 1985, 
PAGE 67.

TRACT 2:
BEGINNING AT A POINT 

ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE 
OF GREEN AVENUE, WHICH 
POINT MARKS THE WEST-
ERLY SIDE OF THE INTER-
SECTION OF GREEN AVE-
NUE AND THE BROOK THAT 
PASSES UNDER THE ROAD; 
THENCE WESTERLY ALONG 
THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF 
GREEN AVENUE TWO HUN-
DRED TEN (210) FEET, MORE 
OR LESS, TO A RIGHT OF 
WAY LEADING FROM GREEN 
AVENUE TO THE PREMIS-
ES NOW OR FORMERLY 
OF GEORGE H.B; GREEN, 
KNOWN AS THE “CARRIER 
LOT”; THENCE SOUTHERLY 
FOUR HUNDRED SEVEN-
TY-FIVE (475) FEET, MORE 
OR LESS, ALONG LAND NOW 
OR FORMERLY OF ROBERT 
D. BLAKESLEE TO A POINT; 
THENCE NORTHWESTER-
LY ALONG SAID OTHER 
LAND OF BLAKESLEE FIVE 
HUNDRED FIVE (505) FEET, 
MORE OR LESS, TO A STAKE; 
THENCE SOUTHERLY ONE 
HUNDRED TEN (110) FEET, 
MORE OR LESS, TO A STAKE 
IN A STONE WAIL (SIC); 
THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY 
THREE HUNDRED (300) FEET, 
MORE OR LESS, ALONG 
LAND NOW OR FORMER-
LY OF WILLIAM CHARLES 
BELMONT AND WILLIAM 
BELMONT, JR. TO A STAKE 
AND STONE WALL, CORNER; 
THENCE RUNNING NORTH-
ERLY ALONG SAID BEL-
MONT PROPERTY THREE 
HUNDRED (300) FEET, MORE 
OR LESS, TO THE AFORE-
MENTIONED RIGHT OF WAY; 
CONTINUING NORTHERLY 

ACROSS SAID RIGHT OF WAY 
AND ALONG LAND OWNED 
NOW OR FORMERLY BY 
SAID GEORGE H.B. GREEN 
FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY (450) 
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO 
THE WESTeRLY SIDE OF THE 
AFOREMENTIONED BROOK; 
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY 
ALONG SAID BROOK FIVE 
HUNDRED (500) FEET. MORE 
OR LESS, TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING. 

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO ELAINE 
A. LYDON BY DEED OF 
CHARLES J. LYDON DATED 
OCTOBER 14, 1977 AND RE-
CORDED WITH SAID REG-
ISTRY OF DEEDS IN BOOK 
1985, PAGE 68.

SUBJECT TO RESTRIC-
TIONS, RESERVATIONS, 
EASEMENTS, COVENANTS, 
OIL, GAS OR MINERAL 
RIGHTS OF RECORD, IF ANY.

BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES CONVEYED TO CHARLES 
J. LYDON AND ELAINE A. 
LYDON, HUSBAND AND 
WIFE, AS TENANTS BY THE 
ENTIRETY FROM CHARLES 
J. LYDON AND ELAINE A. 
LYDON BY DEED DATED 
3/31/1997, AND RECORDED 
ON 4/4/1997, AT BOOK 5089, 
PAGE 275, IN HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY, MA. 

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of 
any and all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 
tax title, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
rights of parties in possession, 
and existing encumbrances of 
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
Deed. 

No representations, express or 
implied, are made with respect to 
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder 
will be responsible for paying the 
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs 
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE:  The 
highest bidder in the sale shall 
be required to deposit cash, 
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($10,000.00) at the time and the 
place of the sale of the premises 
to qualify as a bidder (the present 
holder of the mortgage is exempt 
from this requirement) to be held 
by the Mortgagee.  The success-
ful bidder will also be required 
to deposit an additional sum 
equal to ten percent (10%) of the 
amount bid less the $10,000.00 
deposit (but no less than $10,000) 
with the Mortgagee’s auction-
eer, Aaron Posnik & Co., Inc., 
31 Capital Drive, West Spring-
field, Massachusetts 01089 or 
the Mortgagees attorney as may 
be directed within five (5) days 
of the date of the sale to be held 
by the Mortgagee, and the bal-
ance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified or bank 
treasurer’s check at the closing 
which shall occur within thirty 
(30) days after the date of fore-
closure sale, time being of the 
essence, unless the Mortgagee 
agrees otherwise.  The successful 
bidder at the sale will also be re-
quired to pay a buyer’s premium 

of 5% and shall be required to 
sign a Memorandum of Terms of 
Sale containing the above terms 
at the auction sale.

In the event that the successful 
bidder at the public auction shall 
default in purchasing the within 
described property according to 
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, at 
its election, to sell the property 
to the second highest bidder at 
the public auction provided that 
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may 
require (1) said second highest 
bidder to deposit the amount of 
the required deposit as set forth 
herein within three (3) business 
days after written notice to the 
second highest  bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder 
to execute a Memorandum of 
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of 
said written notice, time being of 
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise.  The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell 
any parcel or any portion thereof 
separately, or in any order that 
Mortgagee may choose and/or to 
postpone this sale to a later time 
or date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for 
the sale and to further postpone 
any adjourned sale date by public 
proclamation at the time and date 
appointed for the adjourned sale 
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of 
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication.
UMass Five College Federal 
Credit Union
Present Holder of said Mortgage

By /s/ David A. Lavenburg
David A. Lavenburg, 

Its Attorney
BACON WILSON, P.C.

33 State Street
Springfield, MA  01103

(413) 781-0560 
04/16, 04/23, 04/30/2026

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 27, 
2026 at 7:00 PM in the Law‑
rence Memorial Hall Auditori‑
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Notice of Intent permit 
application submitted by 50 Fed-
eral Operating Company for the 
proposed work to construct five 
duplex buildings, associated 
utilities and extend the water 
main along Pelham Road and 
50 Federal Street (Assessor’s 
Map 238-62 &63) in Belcher‑
town. Anyone interested in this 
matter should appear at the time 
and place designated.
04/16/2026

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN
REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS (RFP)
SALE OF  

6 BERKSHIRE AVENUE 
AND 

8 BERKSHIRE AVENUE,
BELCHERTOWN 

MASSACHUSETTS
The Town of Belchertown 

(the “Town”) is seeking propos-
als to sell the following two (2) 
parcels of Town-owned proper-
ty (individually or together, the 
“Property”): (a) the 1.022-acre 
parcel of land with the building 
and other improvements thereon 
located at 6 Berkshire Avenue, 
Belchertown, Massachusetts, and 
identified on Assessor’s 243 as 
243A (the “6 Berkshire Prop-
erty”), and (2) the 1.028-acre 
parcel of land with the building 
and other improvements thereon 
located at 8 Berkshire Avenue, 
Belchertown, Massachusetts, and 
identified on Assessor’s 243 as 
244 (the “8 Berkshire Property”).  
Proposers may submit proposals 
for the purchase of the 6 Berk-
shire Property, the 8 Berkshire 
Property, or both, provided that 
a separate proposal is submitted 
for each Property.  The property 
record cards are attached as Ex-
hibit A and the Assessor’s map 
is attached as Exhibit B, which 
exhibits are incorporated herein.

Copies of the full Request 
for Proposals may be obtained 
from the Town Manager’s Of-
fice located at Finnerty House, 
1 South Main Street, Belcher-
town MA 01007.  Copies may 
also be obtained by contacting 
Steve Williams, the Town Man-
ager, by email at swilliams@
belchertown.org.

Proposers are advised that the 
deed by which the Common-
wealth conveyed the Property 

to the Town, recorded with the 
Hampshire Registry of Deeds 
in Book 5341, Page 34 (the 
“Deed”), states that the Property 
is to be used for those uses set 
forth in the Belchertown Eco-
nomic Development Industrial 
Corporation Economic Devel-
opment Plan of 1993 (as such 
plan may be changed from time 
to time, the “Plans”).  Attached 
to and incorporated into the RFP 
as Exhibit C are the 1993 Plan, 
the 2001 Plan, the 2009 Plan, and 
the 2014 Plan.  The following is 
a list of some, but not all, of the 
uses set forth in the Plans: offic-
es, commercial, business, light 
industrial, and retail; research, 
and/or development, assisted 
living facilities and/or services 
in support thereof; education; 
hospital and/or geriatric center; 
recreation; tourism; and other 
uses that support the economic 
development of the Town. Not-
withstanding the foregoing, the 
Town will consider all proposed 
uses of the Property, even if not 
listed on the Plans, and may seek 
all approvals required to allow 
such use, including demolition 
and redevelopment of the land.

All questions must be sub-
mitted in writing to Steve Wil-
liams, Town Manager, email:  
swilliams@belchertown.org 
and facsimile: (413) 323-0403, 
and received by the Town on or 
before 3:00 p.m. on April 21, 
2026.  Questions that the Town, 
in its sole discretion, deems ap-
propriate for a response will be 
answered in writing and sent to 
all proposers on record as hav-
ing requested the RFP.  It is the 
Town’s preference to use email 
to respond to questions and to 
send future addendums to poten-
tial proposers who have provided 
their contact information to the 

Town.
Proposals must be sent or de-

livered to the Town Manager’s 
Office, Finnerty House, 1 South 
Main Street, Belchertown MA 
01007 on or before 11:00 a.m. 
on April 28, 2026 at which time 
and place the proposals will be 
publicly opened.  Proposals be-
come public information when 
opened.  Late proposals will not 
be considered.   

The successful proposer must 
enter into a purchase and sale 
agreement, substantially similar 
to the Purchase and Sale Agree-
ment attached hereto as Exhibit 
D and incorporated herein (the 
“P&S”), within thirty (30) days 
from the date the sale of the 
Property is awarded to the pro-
poser. The terms and conditions 
applicable to the sale of the Prop-
erty are more fully set forth in 
Section K and Exhibit D of the 
RFP.

No proposer may withdraw his 
or her proposal for a period of 
one hundred twenty (120) days 
after the date set for the opening 
thereof.  The awarding authority 
is the Belchertown Select Board.

The Town of Belchertown, 
acting through its Select Board, 
reserves the right to waive any in-
formality, to negotiate sale terms 
with the successful proposer, to 
award the sale of the Property to 
the proposal deemed in the best 
interest of the Town, and/or to re-
ject any or all proposals if it is in 
the public interest to do so. 
04/09, 04/16/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

AUTO BODY
R E E C E  A U T O  B O D Y 
Com plete Auto Body, Paint & 
Repair, auto glass, computerized 
paint matching, also routine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Rd., Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

GUNSMITH
SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS 
Full service full time gunsmith. 
40 Years experience. Located at 
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591. 
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN &  PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel 
H o r s e ,  S c a g ,  J o n s e r e d , 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., Amherst, 
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROOFING
R O B E R T S  R O O F S  C O . , 
INC.  Trus ted  name s ince 
1982. Commercial, industrial, 
res ident ia l .  Specia l iz ing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat roofing. 
Snow Removal. Fully licensed. 
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING,  INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales & 
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs, 
trailer hitches, trailer repairs, 
welding, fabrication, lawnmower 
repairs .  330 Harkness Rd. , 
Amherst. 413-253-4867

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Please see more NOTICES on Page 15
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. 
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND 
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING 

FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and 
product manufacturing positions. Duties 
include assisting with plant care, trimming, 
cleaning, product manufacturing and other 
general tasks within the facility.
Start Date: Within the next few weeks to 
months
Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges 
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21 
or older and eligible to work in the United 
States. Background checks are required 
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email 
holyokewilds9@gmail.com 

with their contact information 
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.

For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org

or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER 
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting 
in landscape maintenance and installation 
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape, 
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2 
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No 
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
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413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSASCHUSETTS
TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN

OFFICE OF TAX COLLECTOR
NOTICE OF TAX TAKING

To the owners of the described property below, and to all others 
concerned, you are hereby notified that on Thursday, May 7, 2026 
at ten o’clock a.m. at 2 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA pursuant to 
General Laws Chapter 60, Section 53, and by virtue of authority vest-
ed in me as Collector of Taxes, IT IS MY INTENTION TO TAKE 
FOR THE TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN the following parcels of 
land for non-payment of taxes due, with interest and all incidental 
expenses and costs to the date of taking, unless the same is paid before 
that date

55 MAIN PROJECT LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 
55 Main Street, containing .550 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 243-113 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 14510 Page 36
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $2,952.16 FY 2024 CPA $44.28 
FY 2024 liens $ 410.66: FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed 
$1,558.38 FY 2024 unpaid balance of CPA: $31.91 FY 2024 unpaid 
balance of liens: $410.66

74 MAPLE STREET PROPERTIES LLC: A certain parcel of 
land situated at 74 Maple Street, containing .920 acres of land more or 
less with any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ 
map 243-160 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 13951 Page 250
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $5,198.08 FY 2024 CPA $77.97 
FY 2024 liens $ 836.06: FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed 
$5,198.08 FY 2024 unpaid balance of CPA: $77.97 FY 2024 unpaid 
balance of liens: $836.06

74 MAPLE STREET PROPERTIES LLC: A certain parcel of 
land situated on Howard Street, containing 2.800 acres of land more 
or less with any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ 
map 243-162 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 13951 Page 250
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $124.09 FY 2024 CPA $1.86: FY 
2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $124.09 FY 2024 unpaid bal-
ance of CPA: $1.86 

BAY, SUZANNE: A certain parcel of land situated on 63 Jackson 
Street, containing 0.419 acres of land more or less with any buildings 
thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 243-102 and as de-
scribed in H.C.R.D Book 9658 Page 225
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $3,393.38 FY 2024 CPA $27.92 
FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $14.93

BOWLER ROGER B TRUSTEE OF ROGER B BOWLER 
REVOCABLE TRUST: A certain parcel of land situated on Shea 
Avenue, containing 1.150 acres of land more or less with any build-
ings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-18.02 and 
as described in H.C.R.D Book 11662 Page 35
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $1,081.59 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $841.32

COLLAGAN, BARBARA E: A certain parcel of land situated at 
255 Amherst Road, containing 0.73 acres of land more or less with 
any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 218-
63 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 2422 Page 184
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $242.06 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $242.06 

DILL, KEVIN R & DILL, ANNETTE M: A certain parcel of 
land situated on South Washington Street, containing 17.800 acres of 
land more or less with any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown 
assessors’ map 273-16.7 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 14948 
Page 315
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $2,837.26 FY 2024 CPA $19.58: 
FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $1,406.80 FY 2024 un-
paid balance of CPA: $10.36

JEDRZEJCZYK, LEO: A certain parcel of land situated at 133 
Hamilton Street, containing 1.010 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 239-27 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 6913 Page 285
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $4,565.36 FY 2024 CPA $45.50: 
FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $2,330.07 

MATHEWS, COSTAS: A certain parcel of land situated at 6 Jack-
son Street containing .160 acres of land more or less with any build-
ings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 243-19 and as 
described in H.C.R.D Book 13952 Page 145
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $2,972.08 FY 2024 CPA $21.60 
FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $1,802.13 FY 2024 un-
paid balance of CPA: $12.43

HENRICHON, ROBERT E: A certain parcel of land situated at 
171 Turkey Hill Road containing 1.00 acre of land more or less with 
any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 255-
17 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 12169 Page 299

FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $4,582.21 FY 2024 CPA $45.75 
FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $4,582.21 FY 2024 un-
paid balance of CPA: $45.75

PRAPLASKI, MARY C  FRANKLIN STREET LLC: A certain 
parcel of land situated on Franklin Street, containing 17.00 acres of 
land more or less with any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown 
assessors’ map 110-23 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 3700, Page 
322
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $908.48: FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $19.94

RIBEIRO, GEORGE M: A certain parcel of land situated at 159 
West Street containing 1.471 acres of land more or less with any build-
ings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 276-101 and as 
described in H.C.R.D Book 13375 Page 345
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $7,373.52 FY 2024 CPA $87.62 
FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $5,735.87 

SULLIVAN, SUSAN M: A certain parcel of land situated at 181 
Chauncey Walker Street containing 1.090 acres of land more or less 
with any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 
262-2 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 8997 Page 73
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $4,695.58 FY 2024 CPA $47.45 
FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed $2,395.50 FY 2024 un-
paid balance of CPA: $12.06

TURKEY HILL ESTATES LLC: A certain parcel of land situat-
ed at 270 Turkey Hill Road containing 16.000 acres of land more or 
less with any buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ 
map 254-32 and as described in H.C.R.D Book 14338 Page 231
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $5,953.35 FY 2024 CPA $66.32 
FY 2024 liens $ 154.75 FY 2024 unpaid balance of the tax assessed 
$1,213.59 FY 2024 unpaid balance of CPA: $15.59 FY 2024 unpaid 
balance of liens: $66.51

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 31 
High Bluff Road containing .232 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-38 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $914.60 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $451.57 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 39 
High Bluff Road containing .230 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-39 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $914.60 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $451.57 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 51 
High Bluff Road containing .277 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-40 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $925.33 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $467.93 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 57 
High Bluff Road containing .282 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-41 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $925.33 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $456.58 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 63 
High Bluff Road containing .269 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-42 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $923.80 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $456.70 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 71 
High Bluff Road containing .247 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-43 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $917.67 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $453.00 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 
High Bluff Road containing .257 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-45 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $920.73 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $454.44 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 
High Bluff Road containing .234 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-46 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $916.14 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $452.29 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 56 
High Bluff Road containing .234 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-47 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $916.14 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $452.29 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 48 
High Bluff Road containing .238 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-48 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $916.14 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $452.29 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 5 
Sunny Crest Lane containing .313 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-49 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $932.99 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $461.49 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 
Sunny Crest Lane containing .272 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-52 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $923.80 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $455.87 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on Sun-
ny Crest Lane containing .330 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-53 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42 
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $936.05 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $461.58 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 24 
Sunny Crest Lane containing .275 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-54 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $821.15 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $405.48 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 
Sunny Crest Lane containing .270 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-55 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $821.15 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $405.48 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 10 
Sunny Crest Lane containing .261 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-56 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $819.62 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $404.78 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 4 
Sunny Crest Lane containing .265 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 271-57 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $819.62 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $404.78 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 6 
High Bluff Road containing .234 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 272-80.01 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $813.49 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $401.09 

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 7 
High Bluff Road containing .234 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 272-80.02 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $813.49 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $401.09

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 15 
High Bluff Road containing .238 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 272-80.03 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $815.02 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $402.62     

VANESSA HOMES LLC: A certain parcel of land situated on 23 
High Bluff Road containing .240 acres of land more or less with any 
buildings thereon as shown on Belchertown assessors’ map 272-80.04 
and as described in H.C.R.D Book 15002 Page 42
FY 2024 assessed real estate taxes $815.02 FY 2024 unpaid balance 
of the tax assessed $402.62 

04/16/2026

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver
The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for 
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants 
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT 
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B 
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should 
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to: 
Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

____________________________

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer 
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform 
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds 
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License 
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible 
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter 
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department, 
110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531. 

For further information, please contact 
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451, 
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov. 

A.A./E.O.E.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS26P0182EA
Estate of: 

Gloria Jean Lyons 
Also known as: 
Gloria J. Lyons 

Date of Death: 12/02/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ap‑

pointment of Personal Repre‑
sentative has been filed by Jon‑
athan Thomas Silva of Eliot, 
ME requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Or-
der and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that  
Jonathan Thomas Silva of El‑
iot, ME  be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad‑
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob‑
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 05/06/2026. This is NOT a 

hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ‑
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob‑
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further no‑
tice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra‑
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter‑
ested in the estate are entitled 

to notice regarding the ad‑
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin‑
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: April 06, 2026 

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

04/16/2026

Please see more NOTICES on Page 13
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

The Beauty  
of Wood Without  
the Upkeep.

From cozy outdoor living rooms to 
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every 
deck that our craftsmen build is designed, 
engineered, and constructed with quality, 
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in 
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a 
stunning, long-lasting reality.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS


