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Our Real Estate Team has been providing compassionate and expert probate and estate services since 2003. 
Contact the Team that Sells... Contact the Team that Understands.

Public safety the 
forefront concern of 
board, Fire Chief
BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN –  The 
Planning Board recommended 
that four proposed bylaws be for-
warded to Town Meeting for con-
sideration during their meeting on 
March 26.

Most  of  the  discuss ions 
during the board’s public hear-
ing revolved around a proposal 
to regulate the development of 
large-scale battery storage sys-
tems in town, with the largest 
tier of batteries addressed in the 
bylaw being large enough to sup-
port an electrical substation. The 
proposed bylaws will need to be 
approved at Town Meeting before 
coming into effect.

The proposed bylaw divides 
battery projects into three levels: 
a residential-grade tier, already 

regulated by the town’s electri-
cal and fire codes; batteries that 
would accompany renewable 
energy sources like solar or wind 
farms; and storage systems large 
enough for use by utility compa-
nies.

Planning Board sends 
battery bylaw to TM

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer 
epappas@tuley.com 

GRANBY – The School 
Committee has met twice in 
the past two weeks to go over 
and review the budget, and 
other important details includ-
ing the search for a new super-
intendent. 

The April 2 and 9 meetings 
were held by Chair Jennifer 
Bartosz, and she was joined by 
Vice-Chair Jill Pelletier, and 
members Michael Durham and 
George Bahlke. 

Director of Finances and 
Operations Todd Dorman 
was also present, includ-
ing Stephen Sullivan, the 
Superintendent of the school, 
and Cole Fuller the Student 
Representative. 

Budget review 
Dorman began the April 2 

meeting with a public hear-
ing on the budget. This is the 
second information session for 
the community to take part in 

School 
Committee 
OKs FY 25 
budget

BY RYAN DRAGO
Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – This  pas t 
Thursday night was opening night for an 
art display at Clapp Memorial Library.

The artwork was done by high school 

students of Belchertown High School. 
These students are a part of the Honors 
Art One class.

Throughout the whole month of April, 
the artwork will be displayed in the 
library for all visitors to see.

There to greet all the visitors during 
opening night of the display was art 

teacher Lori St. Pierre. According to St. 
Pierre this was the first time for students 
having an art display at the library. 

St. Pierre believes this event will 
begin a new tradition of student artwork 
being featured at not only the library 

Student artwork displayed
at Clapp Memorial Library

TURLEY PHOTO 
BY RYAN DRAGO

Students of 
Belchertown 
High School 
had their art 
displayed at 

Clapp 
Memorial 

Library.

“There are some 
issues with these 
things, mostly be-
cause what they 
are made with very 
volatile chemicals. 
So, we want to be 
able to get a handle 
on these things for 
the sake of public 
safety.”

DOUG ALBERTSON,
Town Planner

BY NICK BOONSTRA
Staff Writer
nboonstra@turley.com

GRANBY – The MacDuffie 
School held their 13th annual Run 
for Hope on April 13, raising funds 
for charity and bringing the com-
munity together for fitness and for 
fun.

The 5K race was run by over 
40 participants, including both 
MacDuffie students and residents 
from the surrounding area, who 
turned out despite the overcast 
and at times wet spring weather. 
Winners in their respective age 
and gender categories were award-
ed prizes including passes to Six 

Run for Hope combines community, service

BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

Quaboag Hills  Substance 
Use Alliance’s epidemiologist 
Maegan Boutot shared feedback 
gathered from a recent survey 
sent to alliance members. 

The  a l l i ance  se rves  the 
towns of Barre, Belchertown, 
Brimfield, Brookfield, Hardwick, 
Hubbardston, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Oakham, Palmer,  Spencer, 
Wales ,  Ware ,  Warren  and 
West Brookfield. Some of the 
towns, particularly Brimfield, 

Hubbardston, Holland, Monson, 
Oakham and others, lack repre-
sentation.

“We have a lot of folks who 
work in the region attend our 
meetings, but not as many who 
live in those towns,” Boutot said 

QHSUA members look at survey results

TURLEY PHOTO BY NICK BOONSTRA
Gabrielle Benoit of Belchertown and Riku Mizoguchi of Tokyo, Japan were excited 
ahead of the MacDuffie School’s 13th Annual Run for Hope. Mizoguchi went on to 
win the Men’s Under-20 division of the race.

Exhibit open through end of April

Please see BUDGET, page 8Please see ARTWORK, page 9

Please see SURVEY, page 10

Please see BYLAW, page 16 Please see RUN, page 20



T HE SEN T INEL •  T HUR SD AY,  A PRI L  18 ,  2024PAGE 2

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■

Structural 
Pruning

■

Crane 
Service

■

Storm 
Damage

■

Stump 
Grinding

■

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
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Maureen 
McGarre� Hall

REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994

30 YEARS OF 
SALES AND 
MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

Let’s make big moves 
  together, call today!

Helping you �nd the key 
to your dreams!

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-�e-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

We all need a little help sometimes!

We aim to share the love of Christ
by serving our neighbors.

If you need 
non-perishable food items, 

please let us know and 
we will have items ready for you 
to pick on Saturday morning or 

we can deliver right to your door.

Food Distribution

www.gracefortheway.org/events

EVERY SATURDAY
9-10AM

Dwight Chapel Provisions Pantry
885 Federal Street

Belchertown
Please contact us 

so we can plan for you.
o�ce@gracefortheway.org

413-253-0292

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

 COMMUNITY

BELCHERTOWN – The annu-
al town election will feature no 
contested races and open seats 
on the Board of Assessors and 
Housing Authority.

The annual town election is set 
for May 20 in the Belchertown 
High School Gymnasium, from 8 
a.m.-8 p.m.

Voters will be deciding on the 
following positions:

• Board of Assessors - one posi-
tion with a three-year term

• Board of Health - one position 
with a three-year term

• Housing Authority - two posi-
tions with three-year terms

• Planning Board - one position 
with a five-year term

• School Committee - two posi-
tions with three-year terms

• Select Board - two positions 
with three-year terms

• Town Clerk - one position 
with a three-year term

No one needs to file anything 
with the Town Clerk’s office to 
launch a write-in campaign. But 
Town Clerk Terry Camerlin said 
she would like to know if anyone 
plans to launch a campaign so she 
can prepare for that night.

Camerlin said names for posi-
tions will be announced after 
April 17, as the last day to with-
draw is Wednesday, April 17. The 
canidates will be announced in 
next week’s Sentinel. 

Belchertown 
Post 239 Baseball 
registration 
opens

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Belchertown Post 239 Baseball 
w i l l  h o l d  r eg i s t r a t i o n  a t 
Belcher town High School , 
142 Old Springfield Road, on 
Saturday, April 27 from 10 a.m.-
noon or Sunday, April 28 from 
5:30-7:30 p.m.

American Legion Baseball 
enjoys a reputation as one of the 
most successful and tradition-rich 
amateur athletic leagues. Today, 
the program registers more than 
5,400 teams in all 50 states, 
including Canada and Puerto 
Rico.

Required form to register/try-
out is available by visiting www.
legion.org/documents/legion/pdf/
Baseball_Form_2.pdf. Please pro-
vide jersey/hat sizes.

R e s i d e n t s  o f  A m h e r s t , 
Belchertown, Granby, Hadley, 
Leverett, Pelham, Shutesbury, 
South Hadley, Sunderland are eli-
gible

The estimated cost for new 
players is $200, which includes 
jersey and hat; payable after try-
outs. The cost for returning play-
ers is $140 with same jersey/hat.

Based on registration, tryouts 
likely be held on Saturday, May 4 
at Belchertown High School.

For more information about 
Legion Baseball, contact: Mark 
Zawistowski by emailing markzs-
ki@hotmail.com or texting or 
calling 617-999-3999.

Annual town  
election to be 
uncontested, 
seats unfilled

Quabbin Photo 
Group talk is 
April 22

BELCHERTOWN – The 
April 22 meeting of the Quabbin 
Photo Group will feature a talk 
by Belchertown resident, Mark 
Lindhult entitled “Photography 
with AI - It’s Here”. 

Lindhult will discuss the ways 
in which AI is being applied to 
take and process digital photo-
graphs, whether they are cap-
tured with a digital camera or 

a cell phone. Computational 
photography with AI is ubiqui-
tous now with panoramas, back-
ground blur and auto-focus eye 
detect. 

Powerful tools such as gener-
ative fill now provide photogra-
phers with new ways to process 
their images to enhance their 
visual and artistic impact.

Lindhult will  also show 
examples from software that 
generates images with text 
prompts. From his talk illus-
trating the capabilities of AI he 
hopes to initiate a discussion 
about the future of photography. 

The Quabbin Photo Group 
meets at 7 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall of Hope United Methodist 
Church, 31 Main St. A zoom 
link is available by emailing 
Gail Platz at gspltz@verizon.
net.

Lindhult taught digital tech-
nology classes to environmen-
tal design students at UMass 
Amherst for 35 years involving 
CAD, 3D modeling, animation 
and Photoshop. Since retiring he 
has focused his creative energies 
on photography and processing 
his images using a wide range of 
digital tools.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Quabbin Photo Group will feature a talk by Mark Lindhult about photography and AI on April 22 at 7 p.m. at the Hope 
United Methodist Church in Belchertown and via Zoom. Lindhult used an AI image generator called Dall-E to create this 
image using the prompt “waves crashing against a rocky Maine coast with a big splash”.

Photography with AI - It’s here!

Take A Coffee Break with us and catch-up with local news...
Our advertisers make this paper possible. 

Let them know you saw their ad in the The Sentinel.
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413-527-0194 • RichardsFuel.com
413-527-0194 • RichardsFuel.com

413-527-0194 • RichardsFuel.com413-527-0194 • RichardsFuel.com Valid with coupon only. One coupon per customer.
Not to be combined with other offers. Valid 4/15/24  - 6/15/24

SENTINEL

$750 OFF
MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC 
DUCTLESS MINI SPLIT

BELCHERTOWN WATER DISTRICT
P. O. Box 80, Belchertown, MA 01007

(413)-323-6987 • www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org

NOTICE:
The Belchertown Water District will be conducting the 

ANNUAL HYDRANT FLUSHING PROGRAM 
April 22nd to May 3rd 2024 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Flushing will begin in the northern end of the District and proceed south. 
Rusty colored water and low pressure may occur during this program.

 COMMUNITY

BELCHERTOWN – The Belchertown 
Opioid Settlement Funds Advisory 
Committee will host a Community 
Listening Session from 4-6 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 25, at the Belchertown 
Town Hall Auditorium. 

This is an open meeting; community 
members are invited to “drop in” whenever 
they are available during the two hours. 
There will be free food and beverages pro-
vided. 

There is also the option to join the 
meeting online from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone. https://meet.goto.
com/743947533. You can also dial in using 
your phone. Access Code: 743-947-533 
United States: +1 (872) 240-3212

At the Listening Session, committee 
members want to hear from local residents 
about what they see as needs and service 
gaps related to substance use around pre-
vention, harm reduction, treatment, and 
recovery. The committee is especially 
looking to hear from local residents who 

have direct experience with opioid use or 
other substance use in their lives or the 
lives of family members and friends. 

Another goal of the Listening Session is 
to share information about the settlement 
funds and how they should be spent. State 
guidelines require the funds to be used for 
the following: 

• Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) treatment
• Supporting people in treatment or recov-

ery
• Providing connections to care for people 

who have or are at-risk of developing an 
OUD

• Harm Reduction services
• Addressing the needs of criminal-jus-

tice-involved persons
• Supporting pregnant or parenting 

women and their families, includ-
ing babies with Neonatal Abstinence 
Syndrome

• Preventing misuse of opioids and imple-
menting prevention education

The committee was established by the 
Belchertown Select Board to provide rec-
ommendations about how to best spend 
the funds and is planning to sponsor a 
process by which agencies/programs could 
submit applications for funding. The April 
25 Session will also provide guidance on 
how to submit proposals for monies from 
the fund. 

Cities and towns all over Massachusetts 
and the nation are receiving funds 
as a result of lawsuits brought by State 
Attorneys General. The main purpose of 
the Settlement Funds is to mitigate the 
harms and impacts of the opioid use epi-
demic brought about by drug manufactur-
ers, distributors and pharmacies.  

Opioid manufacturers used unfair and 
deceptive sales tactics to aggressively 
promote prescription opioids, including 
through tens of thousands of in-person 
sales calls to Massachusetts prescribers, 
resulting in a flood of inappropriate pre-
scriptions. Opioid distributors failed to 

implement adequate suspicious order mon-
itoring systems, ignored red flags, and 
shipped thousands of suspicious orders to 
pharmacies across the state. 

Pharmacies across the state dispensed 
opioid prescriptions without sufficient 
regard for their legitimacy, in violation of 
their corresponding responsibility. 

The tragic result of this misconduct was 
significant increases in opioid over-dis-
pensing and diversion. This multiplied the 
toll of substance use disorder, overdose, 
and death that the Commonwealth and its 
residents continue to suffer. 

Belchertown has the chance to use its 
opioid settlement funds to prevent sub-
stance use disorders, save lives, and miti-
gate lifelong harms from drug misuse. 

The Committee welcomes more com-
munity participation in the process. For 
more information, email glgramarossa@
charter.net.

Opioid settlement committee hosts Community Listening Session

Committee openings 
provide opportunities
for residents

BELCHERTOWN – The week of 
April 21 is National Volunteer Week, and 
Belchertown is taking this 
opportunity to recognize the 
volunteers that dedicate thou-
sands of hours each year to 
the town.

“We are so fortunate to 
have people that step forward 
and volunteer their time in 
so many capacities through-
out the town,” said Town 
Manager Steve Williams. 
“From the schools, the many 
committees, the library, the fire depart-
ment and so much more. People may not 
realize that the town is able to function 
only because people raise their hands and 
devote hours upon hours. Without them, 
Belchertown would not be the great place 
to live.”

“There are so many opportunities to vol-
unteer and use your skills in a way that 
will benefit your community,” added Select 
Board Chair Ed Boscher. “We are incredi-
bly thankful for all of the contributions that 
everyone makes, there is no way that we 
would be able to accomplish all that we do 
without the people that serve on the many 

committees and departments 
throughout the town.”

If you are looking to help 
your community, if you have 
skills that you think would 
help to make Belchertown a 
stronger, more vibrant com-
munity, you can reach out to 
the Town Manager’s office 
for more information by call-
ing 413-323-0403 or emailing 
selectboard@belchertown.org. 

People can also visit the town website at 
www.belchertown.org/volunteer by scan-
ning the QR code where openings on the 
various committees are listed. Be sure to 
follow the town’s Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/TownofBelchertown.

Belchertown recognizes volunteers
B E L C H E RTOW N  –  T h e  n ex t 

Legendary Friends of Clapp Library 
book sale begins Monday, April 22 in the 
basement of the Clapp Memorial Library 
from 4-8 p.m. with a members only night 
(memberships are sold at the door).

The book sale runs the full week (April 
22-27) from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. through 
Friday with all books being $1 to $2. 

Seniors can enjoy 25% off on Friday. 
Hours on Saturday are 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

with almost all books 50% off for every-
one. The selection of books, DVDs, 
CDs, games and puzzles is vast with over 
20,000 items to choose from. 

There is something for everyone and 
you can feel good about supporting your 
library.

Friends of Clapp hold spring book sale April 22-27

BELCHERTOWN – There will be over 
80 crafters and vendors at the Quaboag 
Relay for Life’s 3rd Annual Spring Craft/
Vendor Fair to be held on Saturday, June 
8 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on the Common, 
Routes 9 and 202.

There will be face painting all day, bal-
loon sculpting by Ed Popielarczyk from 
12:30-2:30 p.m. and raffles.

All proceeds from the fair will benefit 
the American Cancer Society, Relay for 
Life. 

Relay for Life craft/vendor fair is June 8

BELCHERTOWN – The Stone House 
Museum’s opening day is Saturday, May 
11, and “The Old Bag Sale” will be there.  

The museum needs your help to make 
this event a big success.  They are collect-
ing gently used bags, pocketbooks, wallets, 
computer bags, backpacks, etc. (please no 
suitcases).

Now is the time to clean out your closets 
and donate – and tell your friends and fam-
ily to donate as well.

Donation bins have been placed in 
several locations around town including 

Easthampton Savings Bank, the Senior 
Center, Clapp Memorial Library, Town 
Hall lobby, Ransaka Gift Shop, Swift River 
Gift Shop, Making Waves Salon, Looks 
To Kill Salon, Station Five Salon, Tina 
Marie’s Hair and Boutique, Dynamic Do’s 
Salon and Bell and Hudson Insurance 
Agency.  Donation bins have also been 
placed in Granby at the Free Public 
Library and at the Senior Center.

Bags will be collected through March 
and April, and the last day to donate will 
be May 1.

‘The Old Bag Sale’ is back to benefit 
the Stone House Museum
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Specials April 17 – April 23
Sweet Red, Yellow & Orange Peppers  . . $1.99 lb.

Grape Tomatoes Pint Size. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for $4
Seedless Hot House Cucumbers. . . . . . . . . . . . .99¢ ea.

Zucchini Green Squash. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.49 lb.

Honeycrisp Apples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.99 lb.

Boar’s Head Cracked Pepper Turkey  . .$12.99 lb.

Boar’s Head Vermont Cheddar Cheese . . .$8.99 lb.

Creeping Phlox, Columbine, 
Iris, Dianthus & MORE

 Spring Bl�ming
Perennial Plants

 FOR THE GARDEN THAT BLOOMS YEAR AFTER YEAR

Wednesday, April 24th
Recognizing The Professionals 
Who Keep The Office Running
Great Gifts ~ Fresh Flowers

Indoor or Outdoor Plants
Desktop Dish Gardens

Gift Baskets & Gift Cards!

Wednesday, April 24th

     Administrative 
         Professional’s Day

FREE 1 Cubic Foot Bag
Fafard Planting Mix ($11.99 Value)

With $50 Tree or Shrub Purchase
(One Per Customer While Supplies Last)

April 17-30

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Celebrate
Earth Day

April 22nd
& Arbor Day  

April 26th

Ready Set Grow!

Lettuce, Cabbage, 
Broccoli, Celery, Onions,

Kale & MORE 
GREAT SELECTION!

Six Pack Size $3.99 each
Mix & Match 8 For $28.00

Cool Weather 
Vegetable Plants

Forsythia, Weeping Cherry, 
Azalea, Rhododendrons & MORE!

Spring Blooming 
Trees & Shrubs

April 22nd 
Earth Day

Bring In Your 
Reusable Mug For A 

FREE HOT 
COFFEE!

JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230
Jim.Potter@Raveis.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured
OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Resident starts training in 
Belchertown and beyond
BY MIKE HOFFMAN
Guest Contributor

BELCHERTOWN – Welcome to the very first start 
of what we hope can be the soft and cozy launch of 
Belchertown’s Try-Ath-Alon. 

For those readers who find this at least the least bit curi-
ous, we inform, encourage and even entertain.  

We’ve developed and offered some wholesome fun 
and fitness to B-townsfolk, and neighboring communi-
ties. We offer a wonderful chance to learn and practice 
the fundamentals of the triathlon, to workout in some of 
Belchertown’s most scenic places and to join together in a 
small community of kindred folks.

We actually started with day 1 - Tuesday, the most awe-
some day of the year weather wise. And in part because 
my fellow humans at most chose to “like” our program 
and passed on joining us for the April 9 start, I have chosen 
to begin anyway, with the patient and wisdom that comes 
from experience that good things take time to catch on and 
really good things are worth waiting for.

I choose to begin - not alone.  I’ve got my four amazing 
canines.  

I’ve got Yurei and Yeti, our graceful Samoyeds, and 
Isabella and Wolfie, our energetic Shelties.  Btown is one 
of New England’s most dog-friendly towns - maybe pets 
should be welcome part of the Try.  

Meantime these four athletic dogs will keep me running 
and humble as he push to keep up.

I began Tuesday with the Cold Plunge. From health 
authorities in Japan, Europe and North America it’s 
important for training - both mental and physical health - 
to introduce ourselves to extreme temperatures.  

Enter the Cold Plunge.  
Temperatures at my home plunge and the scenic Arcadia 

Lake are in the high 50s and low 60s.  The plunge for me 
and the pups was a brisk awakening.

Over the next few sessions, we’ll focus on the water 

and swimming. We’ll also focus on the essential aspect of 
preparation.  

Preparation is important for awareness, intentionality 
and safeguarding. Preparation helps us be open to learning, 
improving and performing.  

It’s at the beginning that we first test the waters and our-
selves for putting our mind and emotions, as well as our 
body through the rigors of strength, flexibility and agility.  
I’m happy to share some photos and welcome anyone’s 
questions or suggestions.

Currently I have all this joy to myself and the pups. If 
I know how good things can catch on in Happy Valley, 
we look forward to welcoming fellow humans of all ages 
to join us as we head to the pool/lake, open track and 
Norwotock Path.

I look forward to checking in next week.

Try a triathlon 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Mike Hoffman and his dogs train at a number of locations across 
Belchertown.

BELCHERTOWN – The Belchertown 
Lions Club welcomed its newest member, 
Tom Curto III at his recent installation cer-
emony at the Villa Rose Restaurant. 

Curto is a graduate of Belchertown High 
School and has been living in town since 
1985. Many townsfolk will recognize 
Curto for his many years of service to the 
youth sports programs in the community 
as a coach for the baseball, football, and 
basketball teams. 

The Lions Club intends to utilize 
Curto’s experience as a Control Specialist 
and Purchasing Agent to keep operations 
running smoothly in the years to come.

Keep an eye out for these three smiling 
faces along with those of the rest of the 
Belchertown Lions Club at its upcoming monthly Meatball 
Grinders sales beginning May 18, The Relay For Life 
on June 1, Aaron’s Race on June 15, and its First Annual 
Cruisin’ the Common Car Show on Aug. 10, all of which 
take place on or around the Town Common.

Belchertown Lions Club welcomes newest member
SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Belchertown 
Lions Club wel-
comed inductee 
Tom Curto III 
(center) at his 
recent installa-
tion at the Villa 
Rose Restaurant. 
He is shown with 
his sponsor Lion 
Steve Connors 
(left) and Past 
District Governor 
Bill White.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both contested and uncontested 
races are asked to submit their statements to the editor to 
include only biographical and campaign platform details. 
Total word count for statements is limited to between 300-
500 words maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 

publish any statements of candidacy inside the four weeks 
from election threshold. To publish any other campaign 
publicity during the race, please contact our advertising rep-
resentatives. We also do not allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political parties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for free any information about key 
endorsements or political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to three total per author during the 
election season. No election letters will appear in the final 
edition before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to meet 
our guidelines.

TURLEY ELECTION POLICY 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
Matters

Can I claim Social 
Security and still work?

Dear Rusty:
I will be turning 63 soon. Can I apply for Social 

Security and continue to work? 
Would I be limited to how many hours or how much 

I could make? I know my monthly SS amount would 
be cut by 30% or somewhere around there, but how 
would working affect me? I was trying to read up on 
this, but the $1 and $2 thing confused me. I have an 
offer to take a work-at-home position and need to 
decide soon, but it is a cut in income. The cut would be 
okay if I could draw my Social Security too. 

Signed: Wanting Work at Home

Dear Wanting:
If you claim your Social Security to start in the 

month you turn 63, you’ll be claiming 4 years before 
your Full Retirement Age of 67, which means your 
monthly benefit at 63 will be about 25% less than it 
would be if you claimed SS at age 67. And if you are 
working before your FRA, you’ll be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test.”

 The 2024 earnings limit for those collecting early 
Social Security benefits is $22,320 (this limit changes 
annually). If your annual earnings exceed the limit, 
Social Security will assess a penalty of $1 for every 
$2 you are over the limit. They will recover that pen-
alty amount by withholding future benefits until they 
recover what you owe. 

If your work earnings are under the annual limit, 
you will get all your monthly SS benefits. But if you 
exceed the limit, they will find that out after you sub-
mit your income tax return (the following year) and 
issue you an overpayment notice, telling you how 
much you owe for exceeding the limit last year. 

They will then withhold your benefits until they 
get back what you owe or you can repay them in a 
lump sum. To avoid the overpayment notice, it is best 
to inform Social Security in advance that you will 
exceed the annual earnings limit and they will simply 
withhold your monthly SS benefits during the year for 
enough months to avoid overpaying you.  

So, what you should do depends largely on how 
much your earnings from your new work-at-home 
position will be. If your earnings are below the annual 
limit, no penalty will be assessed. If you only exceed 
the annual limit by a little bit, then you can still work 
and earn and simply repay them what is owed for 
exceeding the limit or have your SS benefit temporari-
ly withheld. 

If you only exceed the earnings limit by a little, 
you’ll still get benefits for most months of the year. 
But if you significantly exceed the annual earnings 
limit, you could even be ineligible to receive SS ben-
efits until you either earn less or reach your full retire-
ment age, the earnings limit goes away at your FRA.  

So, what you should do depends on what “a cut 
in income” means in terms of your expected annual 
earnings amount. If your total annual earnings will be 
under the annual limit, your SS benefit won’t be affect-
ed. If you only exceed the limit by a little bit, then you 
will get SS benefits for most months of the year. But if 
your annual earnings are significantly over each year’s 
annual earnings limit, then you won’t get SS benefits 
for most months of the year and may even be tempo-
rarily ineligible to receive benefits.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for information 
purposes and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC.

Blueberry propagation 
experiment

A reader from Hardwick wrote in asking 
how to propagate blueberry bushes.  

I’ve never tried to propagate blueberry 
bushes myself, but have always thought 
that it would make good sense, especially 
if you have a limited pocketbook and a few 
productive plants on hand already, or at 
least you know someone that does.  

Obviously, you would not want to rep-
licate a plant that doesn’t produce well or 
one that turns out berries that aren’t to your 
liking.  

In researching this skill, I found there to 
be two schools of thought on the matter: 
propagation by either softwood cuttings or 
hardwood cuttings.  

Softwood cuttings are taken when the 
bush is in active growth, usually late June 
through early July, roughly about two 
months after spring growth began. The 
growth is new, not woody, but should not 
be super pliable or light green in appear-
ance either, nor should it contain any flow-
ers or immature fruit. 

A stem should be cut about 5-8 inches 
long and the leaves should be pinched off 
of the last couple of inches. Fill a 4 inch or 
slightly bigger pot with a material that will 
drain freely but not be too fertile.  

You are mainly looking for anchoring 
material; good options being equal parts 
sand and peat moss or sand and perlite. I’ve 
even heard of people using bark mulch.  

Some experts employ a rooting hor-
mone; others say the cutting will root 
regardless. I will use it because I have 
some on hand.  

You will notice that there are different 
types of rooting hormone. Usually, it will 
say whether it is the type for softwood or 
hardwood cutting right on the container.  

I’ll dip the bottom of the stem into the 
hormone. Using a pencil, I’ll make a hole 
in the material I’ve chosen to root the cut-
tings in and insert the cutting into the hole 
so at least those two or three nodes from 

where the leaves were, are covered.  
I set the pots in the shade, and I mist 

them a few times daily so that they will 
not wilt and die before they form roots. 
Experts say that this method will yield 
roots in 2-7 weeks. 

Some challenges include keeping the 
media wet enough to prevent wilting, but 
not so wet that you end up with fungal 
problems. 

Hardwood cuttings, in contrast, are taken 
during the dormant season, usually around 
the time that you are pruning. One expert 
actually recommended using stems from 
branches that are pruned away.  

The stems should be green or red in 
color and diameter-wise just smaller than 
that of a pencil.  Much narrower stems 
seem to produce good results as well. It’s 
important to cut off the tips of branches 
that contain any buds that look like flower 
buds - they are a little rounder in appear-
ance.  

The same pot size and anchoring mate-
rial is recommended but you would use a 
rooting hormone geared towards hardwood 
cuttings; it is a bit stronger. Hardwood cut-
tings are handled the same way - placed 
in the shade and misted, but because they 
have to “wake up” then callus and root, 
they take a few weeks longer to show 
results in at least two months, maybe 3-4.

No matter which way you take your cut-
tings, it’s important not to tug on them or 
disturb them in any way in their pot, even 
though you may be anxious to see how 
successful you’ve been. You will know they 
are rooted by the quality of new growth 
you’d see; maybe even a new branch com-
ing from the base.  

Once sufficiently rooted the cuttings can 
be transplanted into a more fertile media 
and a larger pot or into a nursery area in 
your garden.

I’m excited to try taking cuttings of my 
blueberry bushes. I may even take some 
from my mom’s plants.  

What a nice memory it would be to have 
the descendants of my childhood blueberry 
bushes growing on my own property.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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The Annual Meeting of 
the Belchertown Water District 

will be held on 
Tuesday April 30, 2024 at 6:00p.m. 

at the Belchertown Water District, 
206 Jabish Street, 

Belchertown, Massachusetts. 
Polls are open from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

One Commissioner will be elected 
for a term of three years. 

The Annual Meeting 
will begin at 6:05 p.m. 

The Warrant containing the articles 
to be acted upon has been posted 

on the official bulletin board of the 
Town of Belchertown, 

in Lawrence Memorial Hall and at the 
Belchertown Water District. 

All registered voters of Belchertown 
residing in the Water District are eligible 

to vote in District affairs.
Jane Wolfe

Treasurer, Belchertown Water District
jane@belchertownwaterdistrict.orgwww.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

 Are you having di�culty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

�is group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, con�dential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief 

explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of April 3 through April 9. The infor-
mation was provided by a member of the 
police department based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explana-
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 463 calls police respond-
ed to, there were 17 incidents, seven acci-
dents, four arrests/summons and 52 cita-
tions.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Wednesday, April 3

4:36 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Bay Road. A vehicle traveling 
east on Bay Road attempted to turn left 
onto Allen Road when the person got their 
arm caught in their steering wheel. The 
vehicle went into the opposite lane. The 
vehicle struck a ditch and a fire hydrant. 
No injuries were reported but the vehicle 
needed an extraction. 

6:26 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on Ware Road. A vehicle travel-
ing east on Ware Road lost traction on the 
roadway due to icy and slick roads from 
freezing rain. Another vehicle was traveling 
west and was also sliding around. The first 
vehicle struck a guardrail on the right side. 
No injuries were reported and an operator 
of one vehicle got a private tow. 

Thursday, April 4
4:41 a.m. – Early in the morning on 

Thursday around 4:41 a.m. calls came in 
reporting inclement weather causing utili-
ties lines and trees to down due to weather.

6 a.m. – An officer responded to an acci-
dent on Stebbins Street. A vehicle traveling 
north on Stebbins Street hit a patch of slush 
and ice, lost control and hit a utility pole. 
There was damage to the rear driver’s side 
of the vehicle. The vehicle was towed from 
the scene. There was a delay responding to 
other calls because of the road closures. 

7:24 a.m. – An officer responded to 
an accident on Maple Street. A vehicle 
involved in a hit and run struck a mailbox 
and left the scene. According to marks on 
left on scene, the vehicle went off the road 
onto sidewalk where struck the mailbox. A 
small piece of the bumper was found but 
there were no identifying features. 

7:44 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on State Street. A vehicle travel-
ing north on State Street went off the road, 
through an embankment and into a tree. 
The vehicle slid due to the slippery road. 
No injuries were reported and no tows were 
needed. 

10:12 a.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident on West Street. A vehicle traveling 
east on West Street slid off the road into a 
ditch, striking a mailbox and a utility pole 
due to snow and ice on the road. A tow 
company was contacted and no injuries 
were reported. 

Friday, April 5
5:22 p.m. – An officer got a 911 call 

from a Federal Street resident who reported 
their child went missing five to 10 minutes 
before they called. They reported the child 
was autistic, but verbal. One of the officers 
spoke with the person who called. At the 
same time, the officer got a call reported 
a nearby resident said they found the child 
near their residence. The child matched the 
description provided by the caller. The per-
son and their child were reunited. 

Saturday, April 6
7:41 p.m. – A person came to the lobby 

of the station that was dropped off by 
someone who said they were found walk-
ing on the side of the road. The person 
was confused and said they should be at 
the hospital. They believed they were in 
Springfield and then couldn’t remember 
where they lived. The person was later 
transported to the hospital for evaluation. 

Sunday, April 7 
7:03 p.m. – An officer responded to a 

residence concerning a vehicle at a house 
with four men, they were trying to enter 
the home. They were seen urinating on 
the house. The caller reported thought the 
group might be intoxicated. The house was 
vacating and was reportedly foreclosed 
on. The officer checked the house, but the 
group was not there. Descriptions of the 
people were provided. A wallet was found 
in the driveway and had a license. The offi-
cer was able to confirm the identity of the 
person with the caller. The officer contact-
ed Amherst Police Department, but they 
didn’t have any information about the per-
son. The person later called the department 
to get their wallet. 

Monday, April 8
10:59 a.m. – An officer took a report 

of fraud. The person said they were 
scammed by someone on Facebook. They 
got a friend request from the person they 
previously lived with and were told about 
a grant program. The person went to the 
website the scammer provided. The website 
provided a phone number and the person 
called it. They were told to send money 
twice. The person then realized it was a 
scam. 

12:52 p.m. – An officer spoke with a 
person about a possible case of harassment. 
They reported receiving messages from a 
person by Facebook, text and other forms 
of communication. The matter was docu-
mented. 

2:40 p.m. – An officer did follow up to 
an incident reported in February. It was 
determined a crime was not committed. 

8:43 p.m. – An officer took a call from 
a person about a possible 209A violation. 
They said a person was turning around in 
front of their residence. The officer deter-
mined there was no violation. 

Tuesday, April 9
8:12 a.m. – An officer responded to 

assist Belchertown Fire and paramedics. 
9:48 a.m. – An officer responded to an 

accident on Federal Street. A vehicle was 
driving against the flow of traffic in a drive 
through and struck another vehicle in line. 
There was minor damage to both vehicles. 
No injuries were reported and no tow was 
needed. 

3:37 p.m. – A resident called to speak 
with an officer about phone and text mes-
sages they were getting. The incidents were 
documented and the officer was going to 
follow up with the court officer about pos-
sible violations. 

4:16 p.m. – An officer responded to an 
accident at Bay Road and Federal Street. A 
vehicle stopped in traffic at Bay Road and 
Federal Street was rear ended by another 
vehicle. No tows were needed, and no inju-
ries were reported. 

5:51 p.m. – An officer took a report of an 
erratic operator on State Street. The vehicle 
was driving at high speed and serving and 
almost hit a cyclist. The officer saw the 
vehicle do multiple marked lanes viola-
tions. The officer stopped the vehicle and 
while trying to do so, the vehicle struck 
a tree stump on the side of the road. The 
officer eventually stopped the person, and 
the driver said they couldn’t think of why 
their driving was bad. A relative was called 
to pick them up. An immediate threat 
was sent to the Massachusetts Registry of 
Motor Vehicles.

7:32 p.m. – An officer responded to 
assist Belchertown Fire and paramedics. 

10:43 p.m. – Ware police got a call about 
an intoxicated person who appeared at a 
Ware Road residence. The person said they 
were assaulted and needed a ride back to 
Ware. The person got into an altercation 
with residents at the address. They got to 
the station and was later transported to the 
hospital. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 

Department responded to 178 calls for the 
week of April 5 through April 11. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides all informa-
tion.

Friday, April 5
12:09 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle travel through 
an intersection without yielding to oncom-
ing traffic. The vehicle was stopped, and 
it was discovered that the operator had a 
suspended Massachusetts driver’s license. 
The operator was arrested for driving with 
a suspended license.

12:31 p.m. – Anthony Martinez, 32, of 
Haverhill, was placed under arrest for oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a suspended 
Massachusetts driver’s license.

9:24 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer 
observed a motor vehicle travel through 
an intersection without stopping for a stop 
sign. The vehicle was stopped, and the 
operator was issued a civil citation for fail-
ing to stop at a stop sign. 

Tuesday, April 9  
5:53 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer 

observed a motor vehicle traveling at a high 
rate of speed and passing a car in a no pass-
ing zone. Radar confirmed that the vehicle 
was traveling at 58 mph in 35 mph zone. 
The vehicle was stopped, and the operator 
was issued a civil citation for speeding and 
a passing violation.

9:10 a.m. – A resident reported that they 
were the victim of an internet scam. An 
incident report was completed.

5:40 p.m. – Several reports of two parties 
driving a sedan with no plates attached try-
ing to break into vehicles on four separate 
streets. The area was searched, and the 
vehicle was not located. Incident reports 
were completed.

Wednesday, April 10 
2:02 p.m. – A motorist reported a two-

car accident. Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no injuries.

Thursday, April 11
11:41 a.m. – A motorist reported that a 

vehicle struck a parked tractor trailer
in the parking lot. There were no inju-

ries.

 PUBLIC SAFETY

Belchertown Fire 
announces open 
burning season 

BELCHERTOWN – Open air 
burning season for residential tree 
trimming begins Jan. 15 and ends 
May 1. 

Residents can register at the 
Fire Department, 10 North Main 
St., from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. and on 
Saturdays, starting Jan. 20 from 9 
a.m.-noon.  There is a one time, $20 
fee to register for this season.  

Please pay with exact cash 
or a check payable to “Town of 
Belchertown.” 

The Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection will 
only allow activation of burning per-
mits for one day at a time, based 
on weather conditions. Renewal 
requests left on the answering 
machine are invalid.  

For more information, please con-
tact the Fire Department by calling 
413-323-7571 with any questions.   

Please note that the Belchertown 
Fire Department has full authority 
to revoke permits that are not used 
in accordance with Massachusetts 
General Law as well as authority 
to refuse burning on any given day 
based on weather conditions.
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Parents, 
Grandparents

& Friends
SPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are o�ering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 16th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:

mmcgarrett@turley.com
MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Spring�eld 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

Congratulations

to learn more about the budget. 
“This is one of our opportuni-

ties to share the work that we’ve 
done this last week,” Dorman 
said. “We worked really hard with 
school staff, leadership, commit-
tee, and the community to offer 
our staff something that will ben-
efit them.”

“Our budget changes by the 
day because we are built primar-
ily on projections,” Dorman said. 
He gave examples including stu-
dent Chromebooks, materials, and 
even staffing fluctuates in needs 
and quantities throughout the 
school year. 

Many positions of teachers, and 
many courses have been put into 
position for the potential to be 
either cut or reduced when the 
budget comes. 

“Unfortunately, Granby is one 
of 212 districts are getting mini-
mum aid from the state,” he said.

“I think that inflation has 
impacted the schools in a number 
of ways,” Dorman continued. “We 
are making strategic cuts, but also 
identifying areas where we have 
some flexibility.” 

The two areas that have the 
biggest increase in costs are the 
special education department and 
transportation. There is an esti-
mated $330,000 increase in spe-
cial education, and $120,000 in 
transportation. 

At the town meeting, Dorman 
expressed the hope that the town 
will approve of a vote to approve 
of $600,000 provided by town 
leadership. 

“The budget changes often,” 
Dorman said. “So, I am very cau-
tious about saying we’re going 
to cut x position because then x 
teacher sees this or hears about 
it, and the next day that position 
ends up being that we were able 

to save that position.” 

Public comments 
One member of the community 

expressed her concern about the 
number of potential classes and 
positions being cut or reduced. 

“Cutting one of those positions 
is a huge impact on a school that’s 
already really small…it’s a big 
percentage that’s affected by just 
one decision,” she said.

“Because of the increased cost 
of special education services, 
we are hoping that…additional 
money will be available for us to 
use,” Dorman said.

FY25 budget approved 
On April 9, the board came 

back together to discuss the final 
decision for the budget for the 
2025 fiscal year. 

“We are seeing that FY 25 is 
going to be a tight budget, but I 
think that Todd and the budget 
committee have tried to minimize 
the impact,” Durham said. 

In total, the committee, with 
Dorman, summarized the final 
total needing to be a budget of 
$12,015,508, with the ask of the 
town for it to be $9,847,099. 

“I want you to know how much 
I really appreciate all the work 
you’ve done on this,” Bartosz said 
to the board. “It’s been a daunting 

task, for sure. $700,000 of cuts is 
awful, but not as awful as it could 
be.”

“We’ve tried to be thoughtful 
in both short-term and long-term, 
and the impact of these deci-
sions,” Dorman said. 

The board moved to approve 
the final operating budget of 
$9,847,099 to be submitted at the 
Town Meeting for final approval 
and votes. 

Superintendent search 
The committee is continuing 

their search for a superintendent, 
and several people have already 
expressed interest in the position. 

They looked through the can-
didates and discussed the possi-
bility of extending invitations for 
an interview in order for them to 
get an idea of the commitment to 
the job. 

They are looking currently to 
build a committee of people from 
different areas including faculty 
and staff, community members 
and parents from the district to 
help decide on the new superin-
tendent. 

They will move forward to find 
three to four candidates to inter-
view for the final committee, and 
will continue discussion during 
the coming meetings. 

Student Representative’s report
Cole Fuller, the student rep-

resentative, came forward to 
give a report on events and test-
ing schedules. The last week 
of Massachusetts Cumulative 
Assessment System testing at 
East Meadow ended with grades 
three to six taking it. 

Dino-Mite Nite on March 11 
was an enjoyable experience for 
the elementary schoolers to prac-
tice English Language Arts skills 
and get to read more.

The high school is starting its 
spring sports season, their Cradles 

to Crayons event went well, and 
as fourth quarter draws near, 
schedules for next year are begin-
ning to be made. 

Last week was Spirit Week, 
and on Monday the students 
dressed in their best Hawaiian 
outfits, Tuesday was Twin Day, 
Wednesday featured using any-
thing but a backpack, and Friday 
was Pajama Day. 

The seventh and eighth graders 
are looking forward to their field 
trip to Sonny’s Place coming up, 
and the ninth graders for their trip 
to Brownstone Adventure Sports 
Park. 

There will be a digital skill 
assembly for all students on 
April 29, and schedules are in the 
works as summer programs are 
being announced for a pre-college 
opportunity to take part in volun-
teer work and internships for their 
desired majors. 

Prom this year will be on May 
10 at The Barn at Hampshire 
College from 6-10 p.m. Students 
can purchase tickets during lunch 
period. 

Dual enrollment 
The committee went over dual 

enrollment classes, and how to 
facilitate them. After Fuller 
announced the creation of next 
year’s schedules were in the 
works, a decision is needed for 
approval. 

The committee thought of hav-
ing the superintendent and staff 
work with students on a personal 
basis for the addition of classes 
for dual enrollment to the sched-
ule. 

The committee moved to push 
a formal vote to the next meeting 
in order to ensure that students 
will be able to dual-enroll if they 
should desire to do so on time for 
the next year.

BUDGET from page 1 “We’ve tried to be 
thoughtful in both 
short-term and long-
term, and the impact 
of these decisions.”

TODD DORMAN,
Director of Finances 
and Operations

Stories told 
and untold

BELCHERTOWN – On April 
23 at 7 p.m., Belchertown Voices 
for Justice will host “Stories 
Told & Untold: Writing Between 
Memory & History,” an evening 
of readings and discussion about 
storytelling with three local 
award-winning writers, novel-
ists Thérèse Soukar Chehade 
and Uzma Aslam Khan, and 
children’s book author Hannah 
Moushabeck. 

The event will be held in the 
front room of the Belchertown 
Recreation Department. The 
authors will share their work 
aloud and discuss how memo-
ry and history shape the stories 
they write.

The author panel is co-spon-
sored by the Clapp Memorial 
L ib ra ry.  D i r ec to r  Cynd i 
Harbeson noted, “Hearing 
from authors about their work 
and process, especially at live 
events, is immensely valuable 
and the Clapp Memorial Library 
welcomes the opportunity to 
co-sponsor this event, which 
showcases the work of three 
local authors.”

Chehade’s novel “We Walked 
On”, due out in September, 
immerses readers in the land-
scape of Lebanon during war, 
weaving political unrest into 
everyday life, drawing from 
both research and the author’s 
own experience of growing up in 
Beirut. “We Walked On” was a 
semifinalist for the 2022 Noemi 
Press Prose Award and was 
longlisted for the 2022 Dzanc 
Prize for Fiction. 

Her first novel, Loom, won 
the 2011 Arab American Award 

Please see STORIES, page 14
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but in the general public. 
“We plan on making it even bigger,” St. 

Pierre said. “Get more kids involved.”
The 14 students who did a painting and 

sculpture are all part of Belchertown High 
School’s freshman class. The students were 
Mia Benoit, Addison-Rose DiBona, Maria 
Fahmy, Vanessa Guerdon, Dory Keefe, Cian 
Lindsay, Charlotte MacKenzie, Danielle 
Mosio, Jocelyn Patten, Piper Patten, Kate 
Rivera, Rose-Emily Roy, Lelia Van Buren 
and Gianna Zenon.

Director of the Clapp Memorial Library 
Cyndi Harbeson was in attendance during 
the artwork’s opening night. Harbeson was 
pleased to see artwork displayed around the 
library as it lit up the room.

Last summer, the library had hangers 
placed on the wall to include artwork for the 
public to see. Harbeson thought it would be 
great to have the students’ artwork on the 
wall and it would be important for the kids 
to have the chance to show off their work. 

“The public could ask to purchase their 
work,” Harbeson said. 

The paintings will be displayed until the 
end of April, but the sculptures were only 
displayed for opening night. The sculptures 
were in animal form and are made of plas-
ter over cardboard. Many of the students 
were at opening night showing their work to 
friends and family. 

The theme of the paintings was shoes; 
footwear of all kinds. There were paintings 
of hiking boots, cowboy boots, work boots, 
sneakers and other shoe varieties. 

More student artwork will be exhibited 
at the Clapp Memorial Library sometime in 
November. 

In May, the Clapp Memorial Library will 
have a display of photography from resi-
dents of Belchertown. There will be photo-
graphs displayed for adults, teenagers and 
youths. 

The Friends of Clapp Memoral Library 
will be having a spring book sale starting on 
April 22-27  

Monday, April 22 will be for members 
only from 4-8 p.m. The book sale will be 
open to the public Tuesday-Friday from 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

ARTWORK from page 1

Cian Lindsay was the artist 
behind the canvas painting of 
the hiking boots with a green 
background. 

The sculptures are made out of plaster over cardboard and were 
all in animal form. 

“The One Two Stepper” created by 
Dory Keefe.

Sculptures were also displayed on opening night. Here is a 
dragonfly made by Lelia Van Buren. 

Cowboy boots were painted 
by Addison-Rose DiBona. 

Mia Benoit was the artist of this canvas 
painting called “Converse”. 

There was a 
total of 14 
sculptures 
on display 
that could 
only be 
seen on 
opening 
night. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
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SATURDAY, MAY 4
10:00AM FAIR BEGINS, WELCOME TABLE OPEN
Chestnut Hill Community School, Belchertown

O F  W E L L N E S SMINI WORKSHOPS
10:30AM - 10:50AM
Tent A - The Mediterranean Diet, Jen Belanger
Tent B - Bracelet Making/Finger Painting, Helping Hands Student Group
11:00AM - 11:20AM
Tent A - Mindfulness Meditation for Adults, Steve Opalenik
Tent B - Narcan Training, Kirsten Krieger
11:30AM - 11:50AM
Tent A - High 5 Demo Yoga, Brent Wilson
Tent B - Country Bank Financial Wellness, Melissa Stefanowich
12:00PM - 12:20PM
Tent A - Chair Stretching, Jan Davies
Tent B - Lead Yourself Youth - “Managing the Overwhelm,” Sara Vatore
12:30PM - 12:50PM
Tent A - Introduction to Journaling, Ruthie Sterling
Tent B - Clapp Library Story Time, Jennifer Whitehead
1:00PM - 1:20PM
Tent A - “Educate/Act/Prevent creating solutions not excuses to save lives”, 
             Paula Young (Achieve Greatness)
Tent B - Mindfulness/mediation for Youth, Steve Opalenik
1:30PM - 1:50PM
Tent A - Introduction to the 12 Step Pathways, Sue Daly

MAIN STAGE SPEAKERS - CHCS AUDITORIUM
11:00AM - 12:30PM - Zara Phillips, Singer/Actress/Story Teller
2:00PM - 3:00PM - Laura Stack, CEO Johnny’s Ambassadors

LAKE WALLACE SENSORY TRAIL GUIDED WALK
10:30AM - 11:30AM - Louise Levy at Lake Wallace Entrance (a) BPD

FACE PAINTING
11:00AM - 1:00PM - Melissa Avery
1:30PM - 3:30PM - Margaret Goldman

SUPPORT DOGS
10:00AM - 12:00PM - Northampton Support Dog
12:00PM - 1:00PM - BOOMER from the Thunderbirds
12:00PM - 3:00PM - Belchertown Support Dog, Oliver!

PIRATE AND MAGIC SHOW
11:00AM - 11:45AM - Pirate Themed Magic Show, Kapt Kraw
12:00PM - 2:00PM - Balloon Making, Kapt Kraw

HENNA DESIGNS
12:00PM - 2:00PM - Amanda Zuniga

PICKLE BALL FOR KIDS
11:00AM - 11:30AM - Bob Stephens, CHCS Front Courts
11:45AM - 12:15PM - Bob Stephens, CHCS Front Courts

3:00PM - 4:00PM CLOSING & RAFFLE PRIZES
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at the April 8 meeting.
She said the survey was distributed to 

those who attend the alliance’s meetings 
and are on the email list.

Boutot said the survey showed that 
members preferred monthly meetings 
being held on Monday mornings, or 
even in the afternoon. An afternoon 
session would potentially open up the 
meetings for more youth and communi-
ty members.

Hybrid meetings were the primary 
choice as well as virtual. Having in 
person meetings posed a challenge for 
working people.

Boutot said those taking the survey 
also asked for more research updates.

“Research is a broad subject,” she 
said. It can cover prevention, treatment, 
recovery or events with speakers.

Survey takers said it would be great 
to have more speakers at meetings.

Boutot said the survey also showed 
that alliance members wanted to receive 
more information about kratom and 
hemp-based cannabis, as well as neuro-
divergence, mental health and substance 
use. 

Boutot said there was less interest in 
policy making.

“People seem to be more interested 
in the science than the rules and regula-
tions,” she said. 

The alliance will still continue to be 
involved in policy making, Boutot said. 

“We’re still involved in them and still 
working on them,” she said.

The alliance is now forming working 
groups with community members to 
focus on different areas of substance use 
prevention, including vaping prevention 
and education, school substance preven-
tion and more. 

“We are here to listen,” Boutot said. 
“We are learning and growing…the 
team is growing.”

Safe Storage update
Drug Free Communities Program 

Director  Rebecca Edwards said 

Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance 
is running a Safe Storage campaign, to 
encourage people to safely store their 
medications and substances in their 
homes.

Proper storage includes keeping med-
ications out of sight and reach of chil-
dren; in a locking medicine box; or in a 
locking, scent-free pouch (for cannabis). 
It also means disposing of unused or 
expired medication at the police station 
or CVS in Ware. 

QHSUA member Mark Klee is also 
working with pharmacy partners to find 
ways to distribute lock boxes from those 
locations in the future.

Edwards said people can also ask for 
Dispose RX, a tablet that makes the 
medication unusable and safe to throw 
away. These are available at Walgreens 
or your local health department. 

For more information, visit www.
qhsua.org/safe-storage. 

Grant updates
Community Engagement Coordinator 

for QHSUA Abaigeal Duda said the 
alliance is applying for the next cycle of 
the STOP Act Grant in May. The grant 
would target underage drinking in 12-20 
year olds. 

This is a federal grant from the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration. 

“We did have a STOP Act Grant that 
was extended through December 2023,” 
Duda said. “This round will build on 
what was already established. We are 
really excited to apply for this.”

Duda said the alliance was able to 
accomplish a lot with the first grant 
round, and the second one, if received, 
will focus on the towns of Palmer and 
Ware. 

Events and updates
QHSUA member Sue Lewandowski 

said John Morello will visit North 
Brookfield Public Schools on May 8 
and meet with students before welcom-
ing community members from across 
the region to his “Dirt” presentation that 

evening.
The evening presentation will be held 

from 5-7 p.m. in the elementary school. 
A meet and greet will be held afterward.

“We really want a huge group,” she 
said. “It isn’t just for North Brookfield.”

Lewandowski said Morello will be 
in the school all day speaking with stu-
dents prior to the performance that will 
be held in the Elementary School.

Various organizations and service 
providers will have tables set up in the 
building, including QHSUA. The school 
band will also perform, and food will be 
available. 

Duda said Youth Mental Health First 
Aid training will be held on April 24 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. via Zoom. 

“It is our goal to get as many people 
trained in this as possible,” she said. 
“So you can recognize signs of dis-
tress, whether substance use or mental 
health.”

Those that participate in the Youth 
Mental Health First Aid training can 
also choose to take part in a separate 
“train the trainer” session that will be 
held over three days.

Nisha  Humayun,  the  Pro jec t 
Coordinator for Community Health 
with Healthy Quaboag, talked about the 
Quaboag Valley Food Policy Council 
and how its members are being trained 
on how to interview community mem-
bers to complete the food assessment. 

Dave Burns of the Palmer Police 
Department said the collaborative 
Community Strong Wellness events 
being held at the Palmer Public Library 
will continue on select Thursday after-
noons from 1-4 p.m.

The next Community Strong Wellness 
event will be held on April 25. People 
are encouraged to stop in and meet the 
staff, or share any questions or concerns 
they may have.

This regular monthly event will assist 
people looking for help with problem-
atic substance use, mental health con-
cerns, housing stability, financial assis-
tance, health insurance questions and 
more. 

SURVEY from page 1Belchertown Spring 
Outside series starts 
April 20 with clean-up

BELCHERTOWN – Belchertown Spring 
Outside is a series of accessible and inclusive 
outdoor activities, free and open to the pub-
lic, and organized collaboratively between the 
Conservation Department, Friends of the Lake 
Wallace Trail, and McPherson Garden Committee. 

Respectively, the events activate open spaces 
in Belchertown, and invite residents to engage in 
them anew. 

Earth Day Town Wide Clean-Up
Organized by the Conservation Department, 

the Earth Day Town Wide Clean-Up will be held 
on Saturday, April 20 from 9 a.m.-noon. Register, 
pick up cleanup supplies and drop off trash bags 
at the Town Common parking lot, 25 Park St. 

The first event of the series is the Conservation 
Commission’s annual Earth Day Clean-Up event, 
which invites residents to take ownership of local 
open spaces through stewardship activities. The 
town-wide trash clean-up event, which focuses 
on conservation and recreation areas, rivers, and 
roadways, makes a visible and tangible impact, 
offering a sense of accomplishment and belonging 
to participants. 

For more details contact Sarah Fortune, 
Conservation Administrator by calling 413-323-
0405 or emailing sfortune@belchertown.org.

Healthy Wetlands
Organized by the Friends of the Lake Wallace 

Sensory Trail, Health Wetlands will be held on 
Saturday, May 11 from 10-11:30 a.m. at Whitlock 
Way.

Next in the series, the Friends of the Lake 
Wallace Trail is organizing a themed walk along 
the edge of the lake on Foley Field recreation 
area, Healthy Wetlands. 

Sampling the water of Lake Wallace from Foley 
Field with Louise Levy, participants will learn to 
identify, do scientific illustrations, and count the 

Please see SPRING, page 17
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BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—In a span 
of a couple of hours last 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Mabel  and Brandon 
Carillon were the win-
ning pitchers for the 
Granby varsity softball 
and varsity baseball 
teams.

Brandon Carillon, 
who’s a freshman right-
hander, and his team-
mates celebrated a 13-5 
home victory over 
Suburban Central 
L e a g u e  r i v a l 
Ludlow. It was 
the first meeting 
on the baseball 
diamond between the two 
neighboring high schools. 

“ I t  j u s t 
feels  great 

winning my 
f i r s t  va r s i -
t y  b a s e b a l l 

g a m e ,”  s a i d 
Carillon, who 
l ive s  i n  t h e 

shadows of the 
G r a n b y  H i g h 

S c h o o l  b a s e -
ball field. “I was 

a little bit nervous 
when coach (James) 

Woods told me that I 
was going to be the 

starting pitcher 
in today’s game. 
We  d i d  f a l l 

behind early in the 

game, but my teammates helped 
me out a lot.” 

Brandon’s sister is a junior 
member of the varsity soft-
ball team, who defeated Smith 
Academy, 21-8, in five innings. 

Carillon, who was a member 
of the Rams j.v. baseball team 
last year, pitched three innings in 
the season opener against Smith 
Academy, which was a 15-4 win. 
He hurled the first five innings 
against the Lions allowing four 
runs on four hits. He walked seven 
batters and had four strikeouts.

“Brandon was a little bit shaky 
on the mound in the first inning, 
but he quickly settled down after 
that,” said Granby assistant coach 
Matt Misiaszek. “He got out of a 
second inning jam without allow-
ing any runs, which was huge for 

SPORTS
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Carillon pitches              Granby past Ludlow

Brodie Funk sends a 
throw to first.

Brandon Carillon fires a pitch to the 
plate for the Rams.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Colin Murdock backhands a grounder.

BELCHERTOWN – Las t 
Tuesday afternoon, Belchertown 
baseba l l  was  de fea ted  by 
Longmeadow 7-4. The Orioles 
had a 3-1 lead heading into the 
sixth, but gave up three in the 
sixth and three in the seventh to 
take the loss. For the Orioles, 
Nathan Marino scored twice and 
Ryan Gould and Canyon Charron 
had RBI in the game. The Orioles 
are 1-3 this season.

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

WARE—After not facing each 
other during the past couple of 
years, the Belchertown and Ware 
boys’ volleyball teams renewed 
acquittances at Paul Orszulak 
Gymnasium, last Friday night. 

The Indians, who had lost their 
previous two road matches, got 

back into the win column again 
with a hard-fought 3-1 (25-23, 
29-31, 25-8, 25-14) victory over 
the Orioles. 

“We haven’t played against 
Belchertown in a couple of years, 
but it’s always a good match-up 
whenever we do face them,” said 
Ware head coach Steve Jarvis. “It 
would be nice if we could play 
them more than once during the 

regular season.”
The Indians had a 4-2 overall 

record following the home win. 
They won eight matches a year 
ago. They also qualified for the 
Division 2 state tournament for 
the second time. 

The Orioles saw their overall 
record fall to 0-5. They did win 

Lancers rally 
late to beat 
Belchertown

Orioles fall in four sets

SOUTH HADLEY – Using 
neighbor South Hadley High 
School’s turf field, Granby boys 
lacrosse hosted Monson last 
Monday night. The Mustangs, 
which co-op with Pathfinder, fell 
on the road 12-6 to the Rams. 

The Rams were led by Riley 
Goodhind with four goals and 
three assists. Kamdyn Lopez 
and Connor McDonnell had 
three goals and two assists each. 
Monson is 1-1 this season while 
the Rams are out to a 2-1 mark.

Rams 
double 
up on 
Mustangs

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Cody White looks to takes the ball out of the defensive end.

Tristan Moe looks to pass out of the 
defensive end.

Connor McDonnell emerges from 
behind the opposing goal.

Ian McDonald fields a grounder to 
shortstop.

Josh Misiaszek gets ready to make a 
throw to first.

Evan Ferguson delivers to the plate for 
the Orioles during recent action.

Ryan Gould gets an out at first base.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jake Waller catches an out at first.

Please see GRANBY, page 12

Please see ORIOLES, page 12
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Spencer Labonte catches a throw to third.

 SPORTS

S P R I N G F I E L D  –  T h e 
Springfield Thunderbirds (30-35-
3-2) snapped their six-game slide 
with a 4-2 comeback win over the 
Providence Bruins (40-20-6-3) on 
Sunday afternoon inside a sold-
out MassMutual Center, the 19th 
such crowd this season.

The afternoon started rocky, 
as Patrick Brown connected on 
a forehander from the slot area 
on the day’s first shot to give 
Providence a 1-0 lead 46 seconds 
into the contest. 

T-Birds starting goaltender 
Colten Ellis put himself into a 
pickle at 9:24 of the first when 
he mishandled a puck to the side 
of his net. After a pair of Bruins 
dislodged it, the third man on 
the attack, rookie Jaxon Nelson, 
deked to the backhand to beat 
Ellis and give Providence a 2-0 
advantage. It was Nelson’s first 
professional goal. 

Brandon Bussi drew the net for 
the Bruins, and after shutting out 
the T-Birds on March 10, he had 

his sights on duplicating the feat 
on Sunday, holding the T-Birds 
off the board past the midpoint of 
regulation.

With their backs against the 
wall, the T-Birds leaned on their 
Man of the Year to jumpstart the 
squad. Off a draw at 13:08 of 
the middle stanza, Drew Callin 
pushed past his opponent to hack 
a shot toward Bussi’s crease. 
The normally stout netmind-
er sprung a leak this time as the 
puck sneaked under his legs to get 
Springfield on the board, cutting 
the lead to 2-1.

Following matching minors 
and another penalty to the 
Bruins, Springfield’s man advan-
tage earned a 4-on-3 opportuni-
ty, and the AHL’s leading goal 
scorer made his presence known 
as Adam Gaudette rifled a one-
time snapper over Bussi’s glove 
at 14:40, tying the score off a 
perfect cross-ice setup by Jakub 
Vrana. 

Special teams proved para-

mount for Springfield, as the pen-
alty kill went a perfect 5-for-5, 
including two clutch successes 
in the final period. Gaudette pro-
vided more heroics at 10:32 of 
the third when he skated in on 
the right wing on a 2-on-1 and 
blistered a wrist shot over Bussi’s 
blocker to give the T-Birds a 
3-2 lead on his 44th goal of the 
season. The two-goal day for 
Gaudette was his 12th such game 
this season. 

With Providence clamoring for 
an equalizer in the final minute, 
Callin, rookie Dylan Peterson, 
and Keean Washkurak gutted 
out a defensive zone sequence 
to clear their end. Washkurak 
capped things off with an emp-
ty-netter from the red line to give 
the T-Birds the victory. 

The T-Birds look to earn a sec-
ond straight win over the Bruins 
when they travel to Providence 
for a rematch on Friday night at 
the Amica Mutual Pavilion at 
7:05 p.m.

Win keeps playoff hopes alive for T-Birds

us. Brandon is a talented pitcher, 
and he knows the game of base-
ball very well.”

Woods, who’s the longtime 
Granby varsity baseball coach 
wasn’t available following the 
game, which was called due to 
darkness with two outs in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning. 

Granby sophomore righthander 
Anthony Santiago, who replaced 
Carillon on the mound in the top 
of the sixth, allowed an unearned 
run and a hit.      

The home victory evened the 
Rams overall record to 2-2. The 
Lions fell to 1-3. It was the first 
league game for both teams.

“We’re a young team,” said 
Ludlow head coach Aaron 
Patterson, who was the boys’ 
basketball coach at the McDuffie 
School “We’re going to continue 
to play hard in every game this 
season. I just love coaching this 
group of players.” 

The Lions did take a 2-0 lead in 
the top of the first inning.

Freshman Christian Kochanek, 
who was the Lions starting pitch-
er, doubled to left leading off the 

frame. He scored when freshman 
DH Nicholas Dion (2-for-3) lined 
a single into left field. Senior first 

baseman Stephen Goodreau, who 
drew a two-out walk, scored the 
Lions other run on a wild pitch. 

Kochanek stranded a pair of 
runners in scoring position in the 
bottom half of the inning.

Then sophomore shortstop 
Mason Morace and sophomore 
centerfielder Alex Spurlock drew 
back-to-back walks leading off 
the top of the second inning. The 
Lions failed to add to their lead in 
that inning, as Carillon struck out 
the next two batters before catch-
ing a pop-up.     

Ludlow made a costly throwing 
error in the bottom of the second 
leading to five unearned runs. 

Four of the Rams runs scored 
on RBI singles by senior second 
baseman Colin Murdock, senior 
catcher Nik Misiaszek, Santiago, 
and Carillon. Misiaszek scored the 
fifth run of the inning on a wild 
pitch.

The Rams added four more runs 
in their next at-bats with the help 
of two run singles by Santiago and 
Carillon.  

Overall, Kochanek allowed nine 
runs (two earned) on seven hits 
with two walks and two strike-
outs during the first three innings. 
He was replaced on the mound 
by freshman righty Luke Stejna 
before the bottom of the fourth 

inning. 
Granby sent ten batters to the 

plate in that frame and four of 
them scored. Junior first base-
man Gavin Kennedy drove home 
two runs with a single to left. The 
Rams other two runs scored on a 
throwing error, which made the 
score 13-2.

Had the Rams been able to keep 
Ludlow from scoring two runs 
in the top of the fifth inning, the 
game would’ve ended at that point 
due to the ten-run mercy rule. 

The Lions first run of the frame 
scored on a Dion RBI single to 
right field. Stenja, who walked, 
scored the second run on a wild 
pitch keeping the game going a 
little bit longer.

Ludlow scored another run in 
the top of the sixth. 

With two outs in the home 
half of the frame, Misiaszek and 
Carillon, who both had two hits 
apiece, hit back-to-back singles. 

At that point, the umpires 
decided to stop the game, which 
began at 5pm, due to darkness.      

The Rams are scheduled to 
make the short trip to Whitney 
Park to battle the Lions for a sec-
ond time on April 30.

GRANBY from page 11

Rosters spots are dwindling, 
but there are still some spots 
available as the Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball League pre-
pares for its season opener on 
Sunday, April 28 featuring three 
games.

Registration for the 2024 sea-
son is now open and any inter-
ested players can go to www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org to 
get registered, or to seek more 
information or make inquiries 
about the league. The league 
website will also be updated 
over the next month with infor-
mation about the upcoming sea-
son.

The league plays most 
Sunday from late April through 
late August with playoffs fol-
lowing that. The league plays a 
15-game schedule and typical-

ly fields six teams each year. 
Games are usually played at 10 
a.m. with fields in Easthampton 
and South Hadley used as 
well some expansion to the 
surrounding area this season. 
The league does not play on 
Mother’s Day or Memorial Day 
weekends.

The Quabbin Valley league 
is an all-abilities league and all 
are welcome to join. Eligibility 
is players who are age 28 and 
over. You must be 30 to be eli-
gible to pitch in the league. 
Your age for eligibility is what-
ever age you will turn in 2024. 
The league is also able to enter-
taining taking in an entire group 
as a team to add to the league. 
Please email the league board 
for to inquire about entering a 
team.

WOBURN – Registration 
for the 42nd annual Bay State 
Summer Games is now open. 
The 2024 Summer Games will 
include thirty sports with com-
petitions from May 11 – July 27 
at venues throughout eastern and 
central Massachusetts including 
Game On in Fitchburg, Boston 
Sports Institute in Wellesley, 
Union Point Sports Complex in 
Weymouth, and North Star Ice 
Sports in Westborough. Bay 
State Games participants range 
in age from 5 to over age 75 
and represent more than 300 
Massachusetts communities 
as well as surrounding New 
England States in some sports. 
From grassroots participants to 
accomplished amateur athletes, 

their first set of the regular sea-
son against the Indians.

“At least we won our first 
set of the season tonight,” said 
Belchertown head coach Chris 
Shea. “We graduated five seniors, 
so we do have a lot of guys play-
ing volleyball for the first time. 
They’ve been improving in every 
match. The future does look very 
bright for us.”

Despite only winning five 
matches a year ago, the Orioles 
still qualified for the Division 
2 state tournament as the 28th 
seeded team.  

“When the power rankings are 
released for the first time this 
spring, we probably would’ve 
played seven of the top twenty 
teams in Division 2,” Shea said. 
“There are some very good vol-
leyball teams in Western Mass 
this year.”  

The only senior listed on the 
Belchertown varsity roster is 
Rainer Kristensen, who’s a cap-
tain.

“Rainer is our setter and he’s 
the first four year varsity volley-
ball player that I’ve coached,” 

Shea said. “He’s approaching 
1,000 career assists.”

Kristensen, who’s less than 
200 assists away from reaching 
the milestone, added 19 assists 
to his career total against Ware. 
He also had two digs. The duo of 
junior Noah Yankson and sopho-
more Shea MacLean led the vis-
itors with eight kills. Junior Zach 
Dragon added four kills.

Ware senior captain Remy 
Cahalan finished the home match 
with 12 kills, nine digs, and two 
blocks.

Senior Josh Mulligan, who’s 
also a captain, had eight digs and 
six aces.

Junior Nathon Harmon had 25 
assists. Sophomore Sean Bernier 
contributed with 14 digs, and 
three aces. 

The Indians led by as many as 
ten points in the opening set and 
it looked like they had everything 
under control, but they almost 
watched it all slip away from 
them. 

Belchertown was trailing, 
22-12, before making a dramatic 
comeback. 

With junior Rocco Meausky 
handling the serving duties, the 

Orioles reeled off four straight 
points slicing the deficit to 22-16.

Following a kill by Ware 
senior Kyle Gordon, the Orioles 
put-together a 7-1 run. An ace by 
Kristensen made the score 24-23. 

The Indians did manage to 
lock up the first set with the 
aide of an unforced error by the 
Orioles. 

The score was tied 13 times 
during the second set, which was 
very close from start to finish.

Once again, the Orioles were 
trailing, 23-19, before storming 
back. 

An ace by Yankson tied the 
score at 24-24. 

Each time Ware took the lead 
after that, the Orioles would win 
the next point and tied the score.

Belchertown held a 28-27 lead 
following an ace by Meausky, but 
the Indians responded with a kill 
from Mulligan. 

The score was tied for the final 
time at 29-29 before the Orioles 
finally ended the second set with 
a Yankson kill and a Kristensen 
ace. 

“It seemed like nobody really 
wanted to win the second set,” 
Shea said. “We both kept giv-

ing it away. I’m just happy that 
we were able to pull it out in the 
end.”           

The momentum of winning the 
second set didn’t carry over into 
the third set for the Orioles.

With an amazing serving per-
formance from Bernier, who’s a 
libero, the Indians reeled off the 
first 12 points of the third set. 
Bernier, who’s a lefty, had three 
straight aces making the score 
9-0 before Cahalan finished the 
run with three consecutive kills. 

“Sean is a very good server,” 
Jarvis said. “It was a nice way to 
start the third set, especially after 
we lost the second.”  

The home team maintained its 
double digit lead the rest of the 
way and took a 2-1 lead in the 
overall match.

Belchertown took a 6-3 lead 
in the fourth set before Ware 
responded with an 8-2 run. 

The Orioles, who were trailing, 
11-8, won the next four points 
which gave them a 12-11 advan-
tage. 

The Indians, who answered 
back with a 14-2 run, won their 
second home match of the regu-
lar season. 

ORIOLES from page 11

Some roster spots still 
open in Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball League

Registration 
now open 
to take part 
in Bay State 
Games

Please see REGISTRATION, page 13
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call Maureen at 413-283-8393
to advertise your business here

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Sea Foam®

Auto Marine 
Fleet Motor 
Treatment

$849
/each

16 oz.
SF SF16

Sea Foam®

Spray Top 
Engine Cleaner 
& Lube

$879
/each

12 oz.
SF SS14

SAVE
26%

SAVE
49%

Alec Stephen McAndrew, 30
BELCHERTOWN – Alec 

Stephen McAndrew, 30, passed 
away unexpectedly April 9, 
2024. 

He was born on Jan. 17, 1994, 
in Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
the son of Sean and Donna 
McAndrew. 

A l e c  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Belchertown High School and 
went on to earn his bache-
lor’s degree from Assumption 
College. Recently, Alec was 
pursuing a career as a property 
manager at NAI Plotkin. 

Alec was an avid reader and had a special ability to 
learn a number of new languages. He also enjoyed being 
outdoors, occasionally hiking and fishing.

Alec was preceded in death by his mother, Donna 
(Gosselin) McAndrew. He is survived by his father and 
stepmother, Sean and Vicki McAndrew, of Belchertown, 
and his brother, Shane McAndrew of Colby, Kansas.

Services will be scheduled in the future at the discretion 
of the family. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Alec’s memory can be 
made to the Massachusetts Association for Mental Health 
by visiting www.MAMH.org. To extend online condolenc-
es, please visit www.beersandstory.com.

 OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICE

McAndrew, Alec Stephen
Died April 9, 2024

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame announced 
another brand new exhibit coming 
to the museum this summer titled 
The Vault: Boston Celtics Unlocked. 
This innovative and immersive expe-
rience will be unlike anything the 
Basketball Hall of Fame has previ-
ously produced. The Hall of Fame 
has collaborated with the NBA’s 
most storied franchise to present this 
inaugural installation of The Vault. 

“We are excited to launch another 
state-of-the-art space in the world’s 
finest sports museum,” said John 
L. Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Basketball Hall of Fame. “The 
Vault: Boston Celtics Unlocked is a 
limited engagement that will feature 
a finely crafted experience that will 
capture the imagination of sports 

fans and speak to the heart of what 
makes basketball the world’s most 
popular game.” 

Matt Zeysing, Vice President of 
Curatorial for the museum, began 
working on The Vault concept more 
than a year ago. “We knew we want-
ed to create something spectacu-
lar, something that basketball fans 
had never seen before. The Boston 
Celtics represent a winning tradition 
that is second to none and that tra-
dition still continues today.   To that 
end, our team has carefully curat-
ed and brought together the most 
sought-after Celtic memorabilia in 
the world.”

Set in an immersive bank vault, 
Celtics legends from the past and 
present will take visitors on an epic 
journey to discover the true meaning 

of Celtic Pride. The Vault will fea-
ture authentic game-worn jerseys, 
championship rings, the original ’81 
NBA championship trophy, long-lost 
footage, and much more. 

“The Boston Celtics are honored 
to bring their history and tradition 
to life with the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame in The Vault: Boston 
Celtics Unlocked,” said Boston 
Celt ics  Team President  Rich 
Gotham. “We hope fans enjoy this 
immersive experience, which will 
showcase unique memorabilia and 
celebrate the Celtics’ storied legacy.”

Visitors will enjoy an exclusive 
display of Celtics memorabilia for a 
limited period. Tickets for the muse-
um can be purchased online at etix.
com or at the door.

 SPORTS

HoopHall announces unique 
new exhibit for this summer

the Bay State Games provide oppor-
tunities for the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase 
sports will take place for a variety 
of sports, including baseball, basket-
ball, field hockey, ice hockey, soc-
cer, softball, and volleyball. Athletes 
currently in grade 8-11 who live or 
go to school in Massachusetts are 
eligible to attend regional tryouts 
during the month of June. These 
tryouts will determine teams rep-
resenting the various regions of the 
Commonwealth that will compete 
against each other in July. Check 

each sport page for specific eligibili-
ty requirements.

The Summer Games include a 
wide variety of individual sports 
including swimming, track & field, 
figure skating, pickleball, wrestling, 
weightlifting, badminton, and more. 
These sports are open to a wide 
range of ages and skill levels from 
youth participants to masters-aged 
athletes. Adaptive sport divisions 
in archery, swimming, and track & 
field are offered, as well. Bay State 
Games also organizes tournaments 
for pre-existing teams in rugby, and 
6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis 

will take place on June 1 at PingPod 
in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from 
the Summer Games sport line-
up. New venues include Babson 
College, which will host the Girls 
Basketball Showcase, and NorthStar 
Ice Sports, which will host Figure 
Skating and the Girls Ice Hockey 
Showcase. Game On in Fitchburg 
will serve as a hub venue for eight 
sports. Bay State Games expects 
1,500 athletes and their families to 
attend competitions at Game On 
during the second week of July. 

For questions, email info@bay-
stategames.org or call 781-932-
6555. 

REGISTRATION from page 12

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of 

deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, which 

allows families to publish extended death notice 
information of their own choice and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should be 
submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certi�cate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel
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 PUBLIC NOTICES

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us 
Your Community 
Summer Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Summer Fest Supplement

which will be published May 22, 2024. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is April 22.

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

  4. For each
  7. Airborne (abbr.)
 10. Photographs
 11. They __
 12. It’s important in 

respiration (abbr.)
 13. Monetary unit
 15. Cool!
 16. A son of Jacob
 19. Cut off
 21. Devour
 23. Agent of one’s 

downfall
 24. Best
 25. Network of nerves
 26. Partner to “oohs”
 27. Origins
 30. Sewing utensil
 34. Alias
 35. Swiss river 
 36. Greek 

mythological figure
 41. Type of whiskey

 45. Lay to rest
 46. “Rule, Britannia” 

composer
 47. Select jury
 50. Feeling
 54. Action regarded as 

morally wrong
 55. Makes angry
 56. Act incorrectly
 57. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 59. Class of escort 

aircraft carrier
 60. To what degree
 61. Buzzing insect
 62. The human foot
 63. “The Leftovers” 

actress Dowd
 64. A place to stay
 65. Sun up in New 

York

CLUES DOWN
  1. An involuntary 

muscular 
contraction

  2. Earnest

  3. Cuts out surgically
  4. Can’t move
  5. Baseball stat
  6. British soldier
  7. Traditional medicine 

plants
  8. Political party 

controlled by 
managers

  9. Hebrew prophet
 13. Supporter
 14. Relative biological 

effectiveness 
(abbr.)

 17. Liberty Mutual 
mascot

 18. Georgia rockers
 20. A place where 

building is done
 22. Large, deep-bodied 

fish
 27. Clothing retailer
 28. Supplement with 

difficulty
 29. Annoy constantly
 31. Founder of Babism
 32. Indigenous person 

in parts of Asia
 33. Sea eagle
 37. Leave behind
 38. Time of day
 39. Colorless 

crystalline 
compound

 40. They lay out course 
requirements

 41. A diamond has 
three

 42. Algerian coastal 
city

 43. Remove cover
 44. Rechristened
 47. Distinctive practice
 48. Defunct phone 

company
 49. Turkish officer of 

high rank
 51. Eliminate from the 

body
 52. Witness
 53. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 58. Founding Father 

Franklin

  Legal Advertisement
Town of Belchertown

Lake Wallace Sensory Trail 
Extension

CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE FINAL PHASES OF 
AN ACCESSIBLE TRAIL

The Town of Belchertown 
invites sealed Bids for the 
Lake  Wal lace  Sensory 
Trail Extension Project, a 
5,000-foot-long, 5-foot-
wide, fully-accessible recre-
ational and educational trail. 
The Project connects to the 
existing Sensory Trail–Phase 
One–which was constructed 
in 2022. The planned trail 
follows a course that wraps 
around Foley Field and con-
tinues north-northeast along 
an existing cleared easement 
to an open reflection area. 
When connected to Phase 
One the trail allows for an 
uninterrupted connection 
from Route 202 to the athlet-
ic fields, the woodlands, the 
reflection area, and other key 
community gathering points 
in the vicinity.

Bidding of this proj-
ect is being completed by 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission (PVPC) and 
funded by by grants from 
the  Commonwea l th  o f 
Massachusetts Executive 
O f f i c e  o f  E c o n o m i c 
Development (EOED) and the 
Department of Conservation 
and  Recrea t ion  (DCR) 
Recreational Trails Program 
through funding from the 
Federal Recreational Trails 
Program administered by 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportat ion,  Federal 
Highway Administration. The 
estimated construction cost 

for this project is approxi-
mately $525,000.

Contract  documents , 
including plans and specifi-
cations will be available elec-
tronically beginning April 
17th, 2024, from 9:00 AM to 
4:00 PM through the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
(PVPC), 60 Congress Street, 
1st Floor, Springfield, MA 
01104, phone: 413-781-6045. 
Electronic copies may be 
obtained by contacting Sue 
Ortiz at sortiz@pvpc.org. 

Bids shall be accompanied 
by a bid deposit in the amount 
of 5% of the greatest possible 
bid amount, considering all 
alternatives and made payable 
to Town of Belchertown.

All bids for this project 
are subject to the provisions 
and minimum wage rates as 
required by

M.G.L. c.30, §39M as 
amended, and M.G.L. c.149, 
§§26 to 27H, inclusive. All 
applicable Federal minimum 
wage rates and applicable 
Federal labor standards shall 
also apply pursuant to the 
Davis-Bacon Act. When both 
State and Federal wage rates 
are applicable, the higher rate 
must be paid.

Bids may be changed or 
withdrawn prior to the bid 
opening, but not within the 
sixty (60) days subsequent to 
the bid opening, by submis-
sion of such a change in writ-
ing in a sealed envelope, iden-
tifying the submitting party 
and indicating that it contains 
a correction of the bid for the 
Lake Wallace Sensory Trail 
Extension.

The lowest qualified 
responsible bidder shall be 

awarded the contract sub-
ject to availability of funds 
under the grant programs. 
The Town of Belchertown 
may cancel this Invitation 
for Bid (IFB), in whole or 
in part, at any time that such 
an act is deemed in its best 
interest, reserves the right to 
waive any informality in the 
bidding or to reject any and 
all bids in total or in part as 
may be deemed to serve the 
best interest of the Town, and 
will not be responsible for any 
costs incurred by a bidder in 
preparing and submitting a 
bid in response to this IFB.

Questions regarding the 
bid specifications should be 
directed to Erica Johnson at 
the PVPC, 413- 781-6045 or 
ejohnson@pvpc.org. Contract 
documents may be viewed 
at the PVPC, 60 Congress 
Street, 1st Floor, Springfield, 
MA 01104. 

A pre-bid meeting will 
take place on Thursday April 
25th at 10:00 AM. Those 
interested should meet in 
front of the Belchertown 
Pa r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n 
Department located at 66 
State Street, on a drive noted 
as Whitlock Way. The meet-
ing will include accessing the 
existing Lake Wallace Trail 
and proposed trail extension. 

Bids must be received 
a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission no later than 
2:00 PM on Thursday, May 
2, 2024. Bids will be opened 
and read at that time.
04/18/2024 

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of April 19, 2024 the fol-
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:

2002 BMW 3 Series
VIN: WBAET37492NG78677
Color: Green
LKO: Joseph Wood
Address: 226 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

2007 Nissan Maxima
VIN: 1N4BA41E87C817139
Color: Blue
LKO: Thaysha Colon
Address: 121 N Main Street, 
M7
Belchertown, MA 01007

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
04/04, 04/11, 04/18/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

for fiction. Chehade is a resident of Granby and an edu-
cator in Amherst. 

Khan, who l ives in Belchertown, won the 
Massachusetts Book Award in 2023 for her fifth and 
most recent novel, “The Miraculous True Story of 
Nomi Ali”, also listed in The New York Times’ “Best 
Historical Fiction 2022” as well as The New York 
Times’ “Books for Summer 2022.” 

Khan’s other novels include “Thinner Than Skin”, 
winner of the French Embassy Prize for Best Fiction at 
the Karachi Literature Festival 2014. Born in Pakistan, 
Khan has also lived in the Philippines, Japan, England, 
Morocco, and Oceania.

In her children’s book “Homeland: My Father Dreams 
of Palestine”, Moushabeck, who lives in Amherst, recre-
ates the vibrancy of her father’s memories of Palestine 
through the bedtime stories he told her and her sisters as 
children. Through their father’s memories, the Old City 
of Jerusalem comes to life: the sounds of juice vendors 
beating rhythms with brass cups, the smell of argileh 
drifting through windows, and the sight of doves flap-
ping their wings toward home. 

These daughters of the diaspora feel love for a place 
they have never been, a home they cannot visit. But, 
as their father’s story comes to an end, they know that 
through his memories, they will always return.

Illustrated by Reem Madooh, Homeland is a love 
letter to home, to family, and to the persisting hope of 
people that transcends borders.

“Stories Told & Untold: Writing Between Memory & 
History” is hosted by BVJ, a grassroots group of primar-
ily Belchertown residents who formed on Jan. 29, 2017, 
during a rally on the Belchertown common to protest the 
president’s executive order banning refugees and immi-
grants. 

BVJ’s mission statement reads, “We are residents 
(and friends) of Belchertown, MA who want to come 
together to organize events and actions for peace and 
justice in our town and the wider world. BVJ provides 
a virtual platform to communicate and connect with 
other neighbors to share information, support, and plans 
for peaceful, non-violent activism that is relevant to 
Belchertown.” 

In January, BVJ hosted the Zoom event “A 
Community Conversation Towards Peace in the Middle 
East with Holocaust Survivor Marione Ingram.” BVJ 
oversees a private Facebook group and a public page, 
Creating a Welcoming Community in Belchertown. 

The event is free and open to the public. 

STORIES from page 8
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Direct Care Workers – No Experience Required – Training will be provided
(Must be at least 18 years old or older and possess current and valid Class D Motor Vehicle Operator’s License)

Full-time, Part-time and Seasonal Summer positions

We Offer Shift Differential, Health Insurance, Basic Life Insurance,
Optional Life Insurance, Dental and Vision, 12 Paid Holidays, Tuition Benefit,

Exceptional Retirement Savings Plan, Vacation, Sick Time Accrual and Personal Days,
Long and Short-Term Disability Insurances, Professional Development and Continuing Education,

Educational and Bilingual incentives, Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

More Than Just A Job, We Offer An Opportunity To Grow

Apply today at: https://www.mass.gov/dds-careers

DDS is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer. Females, minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. Reasonable Accommodation: If you require an ADA accommodation, please contact 
Ferdousi Faruque, at (857) 301-2416 or email at Ferdousi.Faruque@mass.gov Ferdousi must receive your request for an accommodation no later than two weeks prior to the date of this event. For those who request an accommodation after 
this date, every effort will be made to provide a reasonable accommodation; however, we may not be able to do so given potential time constraints. COVID Vaccine: As a condition of employment, depending on job assignment and location, 
employees may be required to have received COVID-19 vaccination and/or other vaccinations, or to have been approved for a vaccination exemption prior to their start date. Finalists for these positions will be provided details about the 
verification or exemption process. Candidates with questions on vaccination requirements should contact the diversity officer listed on the posting for additional information.

NOW HIRING!!!
Central and Western Mass

Direct Care Workers (Starting rate $21.44/hr.) 
and LPNs (Starting rate $34.16/hr.)

GRANBY – Fairies of the 
Season Puppet Show with Talking 
Hands Theatre at the Granby Free 
Public Library, 297 East State St., 
on Thursday, April 18 at 11 a.m.

Every season has unique qual-
ities: the trees look different, dif-
ferent kinds of plants are growing, 
and people wear and do different 

things. In this magical show, each 
season has its own fairy that takes 
care of changing the natural world 
accordingly. 

Anna Sobel, Talking Hands 
Theatre, has been back at the 
Granby Library many times and 
always puts on a great interactive 
show.  

Recommended for ages 2-7 and 
pre-registration is required. 

Call the library at 413-467-
3320 during open hours for more 
information and to pre-register for 
programs. All library programs 
are free of charge and open to the 
public.

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer 
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY – The Selectboard 
met to discuss their upcom-
ing plans for a Senior Work-Off 
Program to help benefit the mem-
bers of the town who are age 60 
and older.

The April 8 meeting was led 
by Chair Glen N. Sexton, Clerk 
Crystal Dufresne, and Richard 
Beaul ieu as  wel l  as  Town 
Administrator Christopher Martin. 

Senior Work-Off Program
The board discussed how the 

town will be implementing a 
senior work-off program, which 
is a program designed for quali-
fying seniors that will give spe-
cific abatements for their property 
taxes. 

Dufresne brought to the board 
research she did based off of the 
surrounding towns’ senior work-
off programs, and what they pro-
vide in their individual ones. 

“If we’re trying to make that a 
larger impact on the community, 
I think I would do $500 max per 
household so that we can reach 
more people,” Dufresne said.

The board decided upon open-
ing up 40 spots within the pro-
gram. “I’d rather us have spots 
available, than do it and not have 
spots available for those who 
want to do it,” Sexton said. 

They discussed further the spe-
cifics of who would qualify for 
the program. The board will con-
tinue to discuss specifics of the 
program, and the final decision 
will be announced at a later date. 

Dufresne Park rentals and other 
business

Martin came to the board with 
four rental requests. The first rent-
al request came from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The organization is looking to 
reserve the large pavilion, bath-
rooms and access to the pond for 
a youth event for 100 people on 
June 1. The second request at the 
dog park to have use of the pavil-
ion.

There will be a 5K walk, and 
they are looking to host a meal 
in the parking lot, open field, and 
pavilion in order to host a meal. 

On Sept. 14, there is a group 
picnic for 70 people on the large 
pavilion and field.

Martin also received and 
brought forward an email he 
received from a member of 
Amherst College and has request-
ed to set up cameras to monitor 
human and animal activity along 
a trail “to determine if human 
interaction or recreation is affect-
ing the local wildlife”

Martin brought up a request 
from a town faculty member to 
discuss the amount of time that 
the polls will be open for voting 
this year in the upcoming town 
election. 

“Our responsibility is to the 
voters and giving them an ample 
amount of time to vote,” Sexton 
said. 

The board ended the meeting 
by reviewing and going over var-
ious executive sessions to discuss 
contract negotiations with other 
nonunion personnel.

GRANBY – Town Clerk 
Kather ine  A.  Kel ly-Regan 
reminded residents to register 
their dogs before May 1 to avoid 
a fine.

Postcard reminders have been 
mailed out to dog owners who 
have not yet licensed their dogs.

March and April  are the 
months to license (bylaws of the 
Town of Granby CH XIV). The 
cost is $6 for spayed /neutered, 
senior dogs over 10 years, and 
puppies under 12 months, all oth-
ers the cost is $15. 

To avoid a $25 late charge fee 
dogs should be licensed by May 
1. 

If you wish you may get a 
license by mail. Please include 
a copy of the rabies vaccination 
or call the Town Clerk’s office 
for verification, a self-addressed 
envelope with two stamps, a 
check made payable to the Town 
of Granby, and mail to Town 
Clerk, 215 B West State St., 
Granby, MA 01033.

All residents who licensed their 
dogs through the Town Census 
should have received their dog 
tags. If you did not receive your 
dog tag, please contact the Town 
Clerk’s office.

Election information
2024 is a big election year. 

Please make sure you are current 
with your Census Information.  

Confirmation notices have 
been mailed out to all those vot-
ers who did not answer the 2024 
Town Census as required by 
MA General Laws Ch 51, Sec 4.  
Therefore, all voters who receive 
this postcard are now designat-
ed as “Inactive” on the Granby 
Voting List.

To “Activate” your Voting 
Status please mail back this post-
card, and if you did not receive an 
Annual Town Census or would 
like to check on your voting sta-
tus, please call the Town Clerk’s 
office for verification.

If you are not a registered 
voter, Friday, May 3 is the last 
day to register to vote to be eli-
gible to participate in the follow-
ing events: The Annual Town 
Meeting on May 13 and the 
Annual Town Election on May 
20.

Last Day Voter Registration 
will be held in the Town Clerk’s 
office located in the Town Hall 
Annex, at 215 B West State St. on 
Friday, May 3, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Other ways to register to vote: 
register by stopping by the Town 

Clerk’s Office before the dead-
line, or you can pick up mail 
in voter registration forms at 
the Granby Post Office, or the 
Granby Public Library, you can 
also download a voter registration 
form or register to vote on-line 
by going to either www.sec.state.
ma.us, or www.granby-ma.gov 
and search for voter registration.

Mail in forms must be post-
marked by May 3 to be eligible to 
participate.

Upcoming events
There will be a Household 

Hazardous  Was te  Day  on 
Saturday, May 4 at the South 
Hadley DPW, 10 Industrial Drive, 
South Hadley from 9 a.m.-noon 
and pre-registration is required. 
Granby residents should call the 
Board of Health at 413-467-7174 
or email boh@granby-ma.gov for 
registration.

Yard Waste Days will be held 
Saturdays, May 18 and June 15, 
at the Highway Department from 
8 a.m.-noon. Please enter from 
the West Street Side.

Any questions or concerns can 
be directed to Kelly-Regan, Town 
Clerk, by calling 413-467-7178.

Selectboard discusses 
senior work-off program

 GRANBY
Granby Town Clerk lists important reminders

Puppet show at Granby Free Public Library today
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
LOIN END or RIB END..........

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS.........................

USDA INSP. 

$209
lb

SALE DATES: 4/18/24-4/24/24

$179

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS.....$249

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL BUFFET HAM........$299

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$349
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET.......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF SHIN MEET ..................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................ lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN READY TO COOK

PARMESEAN BREADED 
TALAPIA FILLETS 24 OZ BAG ......... ea

$499

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

BEEF EYE ROOUND 
WHOLE

$399

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL..........

$444
lb

$299

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Third graders enjoy first 
ever special person dance

“They are huge,” Town Planner 
Doug Albertson said of this larg-
est tier. “And they’re usually adja-
cent to a substation or generation 
plant.” 

He also explained that each tier 
is separated by storage capacity as 
measured in megawatt-hours.

Albertson began the hearing by 
explaining why these new regu-
lations were expected to be nec-
essary.

“These battery, electricity stor-
age facilities are pretty substan-
tially big,” he said. “Renewable 
energy providers are build-
ing them, like with solar or 
wind sites, but also the utilities, 
Eversource and National Grid, 
they’re putting them up just to 
have storage capacity for peak 
periods.”

He went on to say, “There are 
some issues with these things, 
mostly because what they are 
made with very volatile chemi-

cals. So, we want to be able to get 
a handle on these things for the 
sake of public safety.”

This issue of public safety 
was one of the most important 
to the Planning Board, and Fire 
Chief John Ingram was present 
at the hearing to discuss emer-
gency response to hypothetical 
battery-related events.

Vice Chair Mike Hofler asked 
Ingram if he knew whether lith-
ium would be the predominant 
chemical for use in batteries like 
the ones regulated by the pro-
posed bylaw.

“I’m not totally positive on 
that,” Ingram said. “I would prob-
ably say most likely, that’s what 
they’re using right now. But for 
the big stuff I’m not really sure 
what they’re actually putting in 
there.”

This opened up a conversation 
about preventing and responding 
to fires associated with these large 
batteries.

“We’d be in contact with the 

hazmat team and DEP and every-
body if we were to have an inci-
dent like that,” he said. He said 
that potential containment meth-
ods and the risk of environmental 
contamination via runoff water 
could mean that certain fires 
might be allowed to burn out 
under supervision as the safest 
response option.

I n g r a m  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t 
Belchertown was not the only 
community thinking ahead about 
these issues. 

“For the fire departments every-
where, we’re dealing with the 
same thing,” he said. “It’s so new 
and the projects are new, we’re all 
trying to figure it out together at 
the same time.”

Hofler and board member 
Justin Bilodeau suggested that the 
spacing between individual bat-
tery units at the largest tier could 
be an important aspect of pub-
lic safety regulation around these 
projects.

Albertson also made clear that 

these regulations were not meant 
to deter any such battery storage 
systems from being constructed 
in town. 

“There’s no intention to ban 
them – I don’t think we could 
if we wanted to,” he said. “But 
we want to certainly be able to 
have standards to protect water 
supplies, air supplies and the sur-
rounding public.”

Planning Board Chair Dan 
Beaudette also highlighted the 
legal implications of failing to be 
proactive about addressing bat-
tery storage, referencing the pos-
sibility that a nearby town may be 
subject to a lawsuit for rejecting 
a large-scale standalone battery 
storage project.

“If we allow [batteries] for 
residences, and we allow them 
for solar or wind projects, but 
we don’t allow the standalone 
batteries, are we going to be in 
the sights for a lawsuit if some-
body wants to come in and put a 
standalone battery project in?” he 

asked.
Albertson responded, “I would 

suspect so.”
Beaudette  gave credit  to 

the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission in helping to draft 
this battery storage bylaw.

“We didn’t make it up whole 
cloth, we did go to the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission, 
which is our local planning com-
mission district” he said. “That’s 
one of the things that they were 
created to do, was to try to look 
at these types of large regional 
community issues and try to make 
expertise and advice available so 
we could address them.”

Three other bylaws were dis-
cussed during the public hear-
ing, addressing contractor’s 
yards, accessory apartments and 
the multiple dwelling residen-
tial zone. All four bylaws were 
recommended to Town Meeting 
unanimously by the board.

BYLAW from page 1

Third graders enjoy first 

‘Oh So Lucky to Have You’

BELCHERTOWN – 
On March 15, third grade 
students from Swift River 
School participated in the 
first ever “Oh So Lucky to 
Have You” special person 
dance. 

Students who attend-
ed the event were able 
to bring a grown up to 
dance as their special 
guest to serve as a thank 
you to them for being an 
important person who 
makes their lives better. 
The event was put on by 
the PTO to help support 

the costs of Field Day. 
Everyone danced the 

night away and won-
derful memories were 
made. 

The Cold Spring – 
Swift River PTO would 
like to thank these local 
businesses who sponsored 
the dance and supported 
the students: Tall Tree 
Landscape, Complete 
Septic Services,  J+P 
Engineering,  Hulmes 
Transportation, A Healing 
Touch and the Jackson 
Nale RE/MAX Team. Third graders made use of some St. Patrick’s Day props at the first 

ever “Oh So Lucky to Have You” dance at Swift River School.

Many memories were made for students and adults 
alike.

This student was all smiles with his special 
guest.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
These third graders enjoyed dressing up and posing for a photo.

Third grade students and their special guests enjoyed the 
dance put on by the PTO.

A student enjoys a hug from her special 
guest.
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ROOFS

HOME HEATING

TREE WORK LAWN & GARDENOVERHEAD DOORS

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone,
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 

mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more!
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst

413-253-3436
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 • Est. 1945

YOUR 
LOCAL 

TRUSTED 
RELIABLE

DEPENDABLE

HOME
PROs

INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE Call Today for  Professional Installation 

413.586.3161
www.devineoverheaddoors.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DevineOverhead Doors

www.yankeetrailersales.com

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee
Phone (413) 532-0515

SALES:
Wells Cargo 

Enclosed 
Trailers & 
Karavan 

Utility 
Trailers

TRAILER SALES

THE FIRE PLACE

3390274

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE.
Harman Stoves offers home heating products that burn a
variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the 
Harman brand defines versatility, dependability and 
quality. More heat, better temperature control, and the 
strongest warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive 
features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY
320 South Pleasant St, Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON FARMERS SUPPLY
43 River St (off Rte 10) Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd (Rtes 5 & 10) Whately, MA

413-397-3463 • M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
thefireplacema.com

TO SET UP YOUR STOVE
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON!

DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE.
Harman Stoves o�ers home heating products that burn a variety 

of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman brand de�nes 
versatility, dependability and quality. More heat, better temperature 

control and the strongest warranty in the industry are just a few 
exclusive features that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry.

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

320 South Pleasant Street,
Amherst, MA

413-253-3436
amherstfarmerssupply.com

BERNARDSTON
FARMERS SUPPLY

43 River Street (o� Rte. 10) 
Bernardston, MA

413-648-9311
bernardstonfarmerssupply.com

THE FIRE PLACE
106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 

Whately, MA
413-397-3463

M-F 9-5:30 • S 8-4
the�replacema.com

3382198

100 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), 
Whately, MA

413-397-3463 
 thef ireplacema.com

T-F 9-5 • Sat. 8-4

Your Harman 
Headquarters

YANKEEGLASS.COM

450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee

532-0515

GLASS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
mmcgarrett@turley.com

diverse critters that reveal the quality of the 
lands around Lake Wallace, the headwa-
ters of Lampson Broom and the smallest 
watershed in all of the Connecticut River 
watershed. 

These counts add to over a decade of 
data collection at the lake. For more details 
contact: Louise Levy by emailing llevy@

belchertownps.org.

Spring Open House
A Spring Open House organized by the 

McPherson Sensory Garden will be held on 
Saturday, May 18 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 47 
State St.

Finally, the McPherson Sensory Garden 
will invite residents to the annual Spring 
Open House to present and showcase the 

accessible paths that were installed in fall 
2023. 

There will be a demonstration on scare-
crow making by Michael Melle, music, 
rock painting, strolling through the gar-
dens, seed planting to take home, plant 
swap, and books in the woods. For more 
details contact: Pat Barry by calling 413-
478-4610 or Sharon Marean at 413-896-
7531.

SPRING from page 10
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certi�ed Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES,
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
2022 38 FT. FIFTH WHEEL 
CAMPER. Solar roof, �replace, 2 
a/c’s, ceiling fan, outdoor kitchen, 2 
dr. refrigerator, large island and bar, all 
leather. Used �ve months. Call 413-
668-6862.

TV & STEREO CABINET. 55”h x 
60”l. Cabinet doors to hide TV and 2 
storage drawers. Wood & glass. Very 
good condition. $200. 413-589-7642 
or 413-575-5285.

TAG SALE
RUTLAND, MASS. – 28th annual 
town-wide yard sale. Sat., April 
27 - 200+ participants. Maps at town 
lines and on common (Route 122A and 
56) starting at 7:15 a.m. Rain or shine. 
Join the fun!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, �re department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, �shing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING: ANTIQUES & 
OLD COLLECTABLES.

We are looking to buy antiques: tobac-
co tins, cigar boxes, advertising tins, 
old coffee cans, brass �gures, beer 
trays, beer taps, toy collections. These 
are just some of the examples we are 
looking for. Please reach out via email 
or text: teestreasures413@gmail.
com. 413-374-7388.

WANTED 
OLD FISHING TACKLE

Wood lures, bamboo �y rods, any 
�shing items. Call 860-899-5105.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete �nishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save 
time while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413-
592-4925

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
              

 Call or text 413-266-9975
                    

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of �xtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets.  

Call/text Melvin 413-265-6737
to set up your visit.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:              MasterCard         VISA          Discover           Cash            Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Buying? 
Selling?

Our
Classifieds

Get 
Results!

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to �ll Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully bene�ted position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been �lled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have �exible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classi�eds.
WE GET RESULTS! WWW.NEWSPAPERS.TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
Building Commissioner / 

Zoning Enforcement Officer
The Town of Worthington (population 1,200) is seeking to fill the position of 

Building Commissioner / Zoning Enforcement Officer. 
Qualifications include: 

• A minimum of five years’ experience in the supervision of building construction/
design or, in the alternative a four-year undergraduate degree in a field related to 
building construction/design or a combination of education and experience which 
would confer equivalent knowledge and ability, as determined by the BBRS.

• Shall have general knowledge of the accepted requirements for building construction, 
fire prevention, light, ventilation and safe egress, as well as a general knowledge of 
other equipment and materials essential for safety, comfort and convenience of the 
occupant of a building or structure.

• Must be certified as Building Commissioner/Inspector of Buildings by the BBRS or 
have a prior approval letter from the BOCC or BBRS to obtain certification, as defined 
in 780 CMR 110.R7.

• Must have a valid Class D Driver’s license. 
This is a part-time position - 12 hours a week.  Pay range: $33 - $39 per hour.

Detailed job description can be found here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DURzIpx_U-EIa1ddsuXZQsHiWWoCw_1G/

edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111270427003763858270&rtpof=true&sd=true 
and on the Town’s website:  www.worthington-ma.us.
Please mail your letter of interest, resume and references 

for all related positions held in the past five years to:
Worthington Selectboard, PO Box 247, Worthington, MA 01098

Or send via email to: selectboard@worthington-ma.us
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  No phone calls please.

The Town of Worthington is an equal opportunity employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y
AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY Com-
p le te  Auto  Body,  Pa in t 
&  R e p a i r ”  a u t o  g l a s s , 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
C E N T E R .  P C / M a c s , 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-
323-1122. John Alix, Owner.

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST,  171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 413-
323-6012. Great cuts for men 
and women. A full service hair 
salon. Open Tue-Sat., evening 
hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON INSUR-
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413-
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service,  Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41  Sou th  Wh i t ney  S t . , 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358.

PLUMBING SERVICES
D . F .  P L U M B I N G 
&  M E C H A N I C A L 
CONTRACTORS  are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Scheduling appointments 
Monday-Friday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 413-323-9966.

ROOFING
ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower  repa i rs .  330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867.

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certi�cate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Sentinel
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Class Grass
GARDEN CENTER

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 • www.classgrass.com

“Your Complete GARDEN Center”

Annuals • Perennials • Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam • Propane • Open 7 Days

Let's GardenLet's Garden
Get your green thumbs in gear right here!

GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN
108 West State Street, Granby • 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs

OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday

Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Power Equipment
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

Belchertown
413-323-5435

Farm Supply
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

Belchertown
413-323-6336

www.devonlane.com

• Mowers • Lawn Tractors 
• Chainsaws • Trimmers 
• Generators • Brush Cutters 
• Hedge Trimmers 
• Rototillers & More

ANDREW’S
GREENHOUSE

1184 S. East St.
S. Amherst, MA
(413) 253-2937

www.andrewsgreenhouse.com

Brush Mowing - Tree Work
Botanical Consultations
Specializing in Invasive Plants
Fencelines

LEARN TO GROW
Specializing in set-up of outdoor gardens. 
From Cannabis to Vegetables.

Ca� me f� your garden set-up today!
413-523-3272 Clinton Racine, Owner
Lifetime of Experience • Educated at UMASS

LAND MANAGEMENT

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

Flags, and funds raised were donated to Food 
for the Hungry, an international Christian char-
ity.

The MacDuffie School is a private, nonsec-
tarian school for students in grades six to 12, 
with students from more than a dozen nations 
in attendance, according to Head of School 
Steven Griffin.

The school’s diversity was on display during 
the race. 

“Just today I see students from the USA, 
Vietnam, Japan, China, Turkey, Spain,” he 
said.

Griffin said that he had worked to start the 
charity race when he first came on as Head 
of School 13 years ago, but that he was happy 
to have seen it become a student-run effort in 
more recent years. He said he had wanted to 
create an event that got students focused on 
international service while also engaging with 
each other and the community.

Gabrielle Benoit of Belchertown oversaw 

the organization of the run this year, after 
having helped as a volunteer previously, and 
said she felt it was good to get involved more 
directly in the event.

Griffin said after the race that about $1,500 
had been raised to support Food for the 
Hungry. Additional information about the char-
ity is available online at https://www.fh.org/.

RUN from page 1

The group of over 40 runners set off for the race while Benoit and Head of School Steven Griffin watch along.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY NICK BOONSTRA
Amherst’s Koby Gardner-Levine won the 
race with a time of 20:05. He said after 
the race that he was happy to be able to 
get involved with community events.




