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ATM, STM packet available for download

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN — The Town of
Belchertown announced last Friday
afternoon that residents would be
able to have access to a new Town
Meeting Information Packet, which

will allow residents to have need-
ed information to make informed
decision when it comes to the arti-
cles on the warrant of the Annual
Town Meeting, which takes place
on Monday, May 11.

According to a press release
from the town, the packet will be

available for download for both the
Annual Town Meeting, as well as
the Special Town Meeting that takes
place prior to clean up old business
for fiscal year 2026.

The press release states it will
“include expanded explanato-
ry text and committee votes,

1915

www.sentinel.turley.com

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PALMER, MA
PERMIT NO. 22

ECR-WSS
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

THURSDAY,
APRIL 30,2026

ormation packet launched

A new information packet is being introduced to_
assist residents at this year’s Annual Town Meeting.
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where applicable, to help vot-
ers better understand each arti-
cle in advance. It can be down-
loaded at www.Belchertown.org/
TownMeetingPacket.”

Town Manager Steve Williams
said he already provides the same
context for the Select Board. The
same information should made
available to all those in attendance.

“Each year, I prepare brief
explanatory text for the Select

Board to provide context on the
warrant articles,” said Williams.
“We recognized that this same
information would be valuable to
residents, so we are now including
it in a packet available to everyone
attending Town Meeting.”
According to the press release,
traditionally, much of this informa-
tion has been shared verbally during

Please see PACKET, page 2

Ruby takes helm as new
Veteran’s Services Officer

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN -
Dustin Ruby is the new vet-
eran service officer
of Belchertown.
The veteran comes
from an extensive
background; elev-
en years of ser-
vice in the mili-
tary, serving in the
National Guard,
performing a tour
in Afghanistan as a
military intelligence officer,
as well as convoy security
duty in Iraq. Ruby is tran-
sitioning from his former
role as a deputy director in
Chicopee, finding his new
position as “a natural fit.”

“I kind of wanted to be the
VSO0,” said Ruby. “I have
some family here. So when
it came open, I was like
‘Yeah, that sounds great to
me.””

Ruby reports that he has
“big shoes to fill,” inheriting
his new responsibilities from
former officer Charly Roque,
who served until March 12 of
this year. Ruby identifies his
department’s main focus as
Chapter 115 benefits, which
are state subsistence pro-
grams designed to help vet-
erans who are “kind of strug-
gling financially.

“It can help them out with
medical billing,” added Ruby.
“It can be there for the vet-
eran. It can be there for the
spouse. It can be for depen-
dent children but that’s kind
of our main bread and but-
ter.”

Ruby hopes to use his posi-
tion to advocate for more
claims, which he reports he

has “a passion for” and are
support opportunities more
on the federal side. Article
115 state benefits are more
focused on “keeping you
whole;” provid-
ing financial aid to
avoid veterans from
becoming home-
less or financially
struggling. Federal
claims are benefits
earned from going
above and beyond
for the country.

“Claims are more
along the lines of
‘you served your country.
You did something beyond
the norm.” Maybe you
deployed overseas. Maybe
you didn’t and you didn’t
come back the same. Maybe
mentally you’re not the
same.”

Ruby explained claims
are a part of the contract a
soldier signs with the fed-
eral government, a promise
that the government will take
care of them should they be
harmed in the line of duty.
Claims are a way to “make
sure the government is hav-
ing their feet to the fire”
when veterans are in need of
services. It allows them to
receive help for getting need-
ed services, such as paying
for hearing aids.

“If you have to go to the
doctor and they send you to
an audiologist and they say
‘hey, you need some hearing
aids,” those hearing aids are
going to cost you between
five and seven thousand
dollars out of your pocket,”
described Ruby. “So, if we

Please see RUBY, page 5

stability ahead of
Town Meeting

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN

Stresses long-term

The Finance Committee
endorsed a $69.4 million
spending plan for fiscal 2027
that repays past stabilization
borrowing, maintains an
annual capital commitment
and leans on free cash, while

warning of rising benefit
costs and long-term obliga-
tions.

The budget recommenda-
tions, finalized at the com-
mittee’s April 17 meeting,
set the stage for the upcom-
ing Special Town Meeting
and Annual Town Meeting.
Residents will be asked to
support a complex package
of operating budgets, capital
borrowing and transfers that
committee members say are
necessary to keep services
stable and infrastructure
from falling further behind.

The package includes full
repayment of a prior snow
and ice draw from the town’s
stabilization fund, contin-
ued follow-through on last
year’s Proposition 2Y2 over-
ride promises and a slate of
school and town departmen-
tal appropriations that reflect
both enrollment declines and
growing fixed costs.

Using the override as
promised
Finance Committee Chair
Brian Gibbons reminded
the committee that the fis-

FinCom backs $69.4M budget

cal 2027 budget fully imple-
ments the second year of the
override voters approved last
year to shore up town and
school finances.

The new override money
totals $559,921 and is ear-
marked to fully fund six
firefighters whose federal
grant has ended, lease an
ambulance and maintain a
grants manager position pre-
viously supported with fed-
eral aid.

Please see BUDGET,
page 4

One of the young artists shows off his work at United
Methodist Church’s first Children’s Art Exhibit held last
Saturday. See more photos on page 2.

Select Board declares
town lots as surplus

Key State Street
strips kept for
future needs

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN -
Officials voted to declare a
dozen town-owned parcels
as surplus property, advanc-
ing an effort to clean up the
town’s land inventory while
preserving key open space
and strategic slivers along
State Street.

The Select Board walked
through how staff nar-
rowed an original list of
191 municipal parcels
down to about a dozen
that could realistically be
sold or otherwise disposed.
Members ultimately backed
Town Administrator Steve
Williams’ recommendation

to surplus most of the lots,
while pulling two narrow
State Street strips off the
list in case the town needs
them for drainage or other
infrastructure in the future.

Williams told the board
the surplus list grew out
of a comprehensive open
space review that tried to
distinguish between land
the town must keep and
land it can let go.

“I had the public works
director, town planner, rec-
reation director, conserva-
tion office, myself ... all
reviewed the list,” he said.

He said staff immediately
removed developed parcels
such as Town Hall, desig-
nated conservation land and
large tracts of subdivision
open space that are import-
ant for recreation and hab-

Please see SURPLUS,
page 8

Poissant & Neveu Real Estate Team

Info@TheTeamThatSells.com | (413) 813-4479 | www.PoissantAndNeveu.com

. Community Focus. Local Expertise.

' Rooted here. Ready to guide you home. Serving our community since 2003.
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RofMax Compass
Office: (413) 568-0040
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The theme of this year’s
exhibit.

AT LEFT: Children were
encouraged to engage
with art at the exhibit.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Attendees to the event could make their own art.

United Methodist Church holds first
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odist Church.

Artwork wa isplay last Saturday, Apr. 25 at United Meth-

F

“ Children’s Art

Exhibit
=

he first Children’s Art
TExhibit occurred on

April 25. In the spirit
of Earth Day, children drew
pictures that urged recycling,
the importance of cleaning
up trash, and the importance
of everyone doing their part
to save the planet. United
Women of Faith communi-
ty members Roseann Novak,
Beverly Pead, and Anita
Easter were in attendance,
supervising and encouraging
the children in their artistic
endeavors. Submitted art
will be framed and on dis-
play at 30 Carew Street and
prizes will be distributed for
winning art work.

Earth Day was the theme of
the exhibit.

PACKET from page 1

Town Meeting. By making
it available in advance, res-
idents have more time to
review the articles and make
their decisions before the
meeting.

The packet also includes
committee votes, which are
typically presented verbally
at the meeting itself.

“This approach gives peo-
ple the opportunity to come
prepared,” Williams added.
“It allows for thoughtful con-
sideration rather than on-the-

spot decision-making.”

The Belchertown
Communications Committee
was behind the addition of
the packet, and consulted
with other municipalities that
have implemented similar
packets.

“One town clerk told us
they would never go back,”
said Communications
Committee Chair Chris
Martin. “Providing this infor-
mation ahead of time helps
answer questions in advance
and leads to a more stream-
lined Town Meeting.”

Town officials note that
this is the first year of imple-
mentation and that the pro-
cess will continue to be
refined.

“We know there may
be some adjustments as
we move forward,” said
Williams. “Developing war-
rant articles is already a com-
plex process, and this adds
another layer, but it is one
that ultimately benefits the
community.”

While hard copies are
going to be made available
at the meeting, the down-

loadable version will be
made available in advance,
allowing for consumption of
the information prior to the
meeting.

Residents are encouraged
to download it in advance
at www.Belchertown.org/
TownMeetingPacket. Hard
copies of the packet are
available for those that need
them upon request at the
Town Manager’s Office, 1
South Street, or by calling
413-323-0403.

Sullivan to speak at
5th Annual Umbrella
of Wellness Fair

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Overcoming
Adversity Together
(BOAT) coalition proudly
announces the 5th Annual
Umbrella of Wellness Fair,
taking place on May 16 at
Chestnut Hill Community
School. This free, fami-
ly-friendly event continues
to grow as a cornerstone of
community health, bring-
ing together education,
resources, and interactive
experiences under one
powerful mission: to sup-
port healthier, safer, and
more connected lives.

The event will run from
12 to 4 p.m.

The Umbrella of
Wellness Fair is dedicat-
ed to promoting health
and wellness through edu-
cation, engagement, and
empowerment. By uniting
local organizations, service
providers, and community
members, the event rais-
es awareness, encourages
informed decision-making,
and fosters a safe, inclusive
environment where individ-
vals and families can con-
nect, learn, and thrive.

This year’s fair will fea-
ture Chris Sullivan, found-
er of Not in the Playbook
and former New England
Patriots player, as the key-
note speaker. Sullivan will
deliver a compelling pre-
sentation on decision-mak-
ing, substance use aware-
ness, and real-life conse-
quences—an especially
impactful message for high
school students as prom
and graduation season

approach.

Attendees will have
access to 70 community
resource tables, offering
valuable information and
support services across
all areas of wellness.
Educational opportuni-
ties will include Narcan
training and CPR/First
Aid overviews led by
local EMTs, as well as
interactive exhibits like
the Hidden in Plain Sight
Trailer from the Alex
Fisher Foundation.

Designed with all ages
in mind, the event offers a
wide variety of engaging
activities:

Kids’ Corner (during
the speaker): Hosted by
Helping Hands students,
featuring Kaptain Kraw’s
magic show, balloon art,
face painting, and henna
tattoos

Interactive experiences:
Comfort dogs, touch-a-fire-
truck, ambulance display
with CPR/First Aid demon-
strations, Smiley from the
WooSox, and Boomer from
the Thunderbirds

Special attraction:
Barrows Family Pulling
Team “Pulling for a Cause”
truck

Food and fun: Free raf-
fles and a $10 food truck
token for attendees

With over 450 attendees
expected, the Umbrella of
Wellness Fair continues
to strengthen community
connections while making
vital health and wellness
resources accessible and
engaging for all.

Spaghetti fundraiser to benefit
Nick’s Waves of Change, Inc.

BELCHERTOWN/
LUDLOW - Coming up on
Thursday, May 7 from 5:30
to 7 p.m., there will be a
spaghetti dinner fundraiser
to benefit Nick’s Waves of
Change, Inc. This is the fifth
year the fundraiser has been
held. The event will be held
at the Ludlow Elks Lodge
at 69 Chapin St. The cost is
$15 per person with children
10 and under costing $12.

The doors will open at 4:30
p.m. with dinner beginning
to be served at 5:30 p.m.

Tickets will be sold at the
door. To purchase tickets
or donate, please contact
Jennifer Boileau at 413-
323-7821 or email us at
info @nickswavesofchange.
org. Payment can be made
via cash or check payable
to Nick’s Waves of Change
Inc.

Easy Propane Tank

Swap Out!
SO

Call For Details!

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

HEATING CO., INC.

413.253.5999

Belchertown, MA 01007.

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN
FINANCE COMMITTE VACANCY

Belchertown is looking for a volunteer to fill an anticipated
vacancy on the Town Finance Committee. The Finance
Committee consists of five members, each with a three-year
term. The primary duties of the Committee are to advise and
make recommendations for the Annual Town Meeting and any
Special Town Meeting regarding the budget and other areas of
finance. Members are required to attend regularly scheduled
public meetings and any special meetings as needed.

If you are interested in an appointment to the Finance
Committee, please send a letter of interest to the Select
Board’s Office outlining your background in finance and
reasons for wanting to join the committee. Letters can be sent
via email to selectboard@belchertown.org or physically to the
Office of the Select Board, One South Main Street, PO Box 670,

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN
Economic Development and
Industrial Corporation
— Industrial/Real Estate/or Government
Full Member:

The Town wishes to fill a full member seat (industrial, real
estate, OR government) on the EDIC. If you are interested in
being considered, please submit a letter of interest indicating
your expertise to the Select Board’s Office. Letters can be

sent via email to selectboard@belchertown.org or physically
to the Office of the Select Board, One South Main Street, PO
Box 670, Belchertown, MA 01007. The EDIC was formed under
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 121C, with the mission
to develop and implement a development plan on the former
Belchertown State School property.

www.sentinel.turley.com

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services

« First-Rate Used Auto Parts

« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

Money on
the Spot
for All
Vehicles

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778
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Spring is Here! -
= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service
= Storm Damage
= Stump Grinding
= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by
a ISA certified arborist | ¢

B

dlandgtree.com

U

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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WARE - Workshop13’s
ArtWorks Gallery presents
its 5th annual Celebrating
the Figure exhibition. This
exhibition embraces the
diverse ways in which art-
ists approach representing
the human form, showcas-
ing pieces that utilize both
the clothed and unclothed
figure, and uplifting the
works of local and regional
visual artists.

ArtWorks Gallery is
located at 69 Main Street
in Ware, MA. The 5th
annual Celebrating the
Figure exhibition opened
with a reception on April
11 and is on display now
through May 9. Gallery
hours are Saturdays and

Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m.
For those who cannot
attend the show in person,
a virtual gallery is avail-
able for viewing at work-
shop13.org.

Fine artist SK Sullivan
served as the juror for
Celebrating the Figure. Liz
Popolo was awarded Best
in Show for her atmospher-
ic charcoal study, Susie.
Lee Hutt’s sculptural piece
Torso in Bronze received
an Honorable Mention, as
did Jordan Hayslip’s paint-
ing Distant Gaze. Each
of these artists and their
works will be spotlighted
on Workshopl3’s social
media pages as well as in
their weekly newsletter.

f— ——
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Workshop13’s ArtWorks Gallery of featuring its latest display.

Ware Grange
to host ‘Kids
Corner’
workshop

WARE - This year’s
first Kids” Corner work-
shop at Ware Grange will
be called “Farm Tools and
Planting” and will take
place on Saturday, May 9
at 10 a.m. at the Grange
Hall at 297 Belchertown
Road in Ware. Kids’
Corner workshops are led
by preschool teacher, Jen
McNally, and teach chil-
dren about nature and the
environment through sto-
ries, songs and fun activ-
ities. This workshop will
focus on the many work-
ing tools on the farm.
Children will learn about
tractors, trucks and other
tools that farmers use to
grow the food that we all
eat. Visit Ware Grange
on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org for more infor-
mation.

Residents
advised of
road work

GRANBY - Road
resurfacing on Ambherst
Street between Aldrich
Street and Route 116.
Work will commence on
May 7. Please seek alter-
nate routes if possible.
Roadway detours and/or
closures are anticipated.

Residents may experi-
ence short-term inconve-
nience/delays due to con-
struction operations.

BUDGET from pagel

“The total fiscal year
27 budget for the town of
Belchertown is $69,389,027.”
Gibbons said as he reviewed
the draft financial message
for residents. That figure
includes operating budgets,
capital spending, transfers to
reserves and required contri-
butions toward retiree ben-
efits.

Gibbons also stressed that
the town is honoring a central
promise of the earlier over-
ride: an ongoing $500,000
annual capital line. Article 8
of the warrant allocates that
amount for capital and one-
time expenditures, on top
of $420,339 in free cash for
additional one-time projects
under Article 9.

“There’s no question
that these are all good proj-
ects,” he said of the capital
list vetted by the Capital
Improvement Planning
Committee, adding that the
committee scrutinizes each
request in detail before rec-
ommending funding.

Schools: modest increase,
unresolved structural
concerns

The committee unanimous-
ly recommended a $36.3
million operating budget
for the Belchertown School
Department, a 2% percent
increase over the current

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET!
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END

INFLATION

or LOIN END ROAST......cceess

year. That figure does not
include the town’s separate
assessment for the Pathfinder
Regional Vocational district.

Gibbons pointed to the
recent closure of Cold Spring
School, which saved roughly
$500,000 in building operat-
ing costs, but said he is wor-
ried the town may soon face
another override request if
those savings are not used to
strengthen the district’s long-
term position.

“I’'m really afraid that
we’re going to be in the same
position next year that they
were in last year before the
override,” he said. “I’m real-
ly disappointed that nothing
was done to take some of
those excess costs or excess
funds ... and put it towards
helping them increase their
efficiencies.”

Committee members also
discussed declining enroll-
ment and school choice,
but did not recommend any
changes to the proposed
school appropriation, not-
ing that the Select Board has
already advanced the school
budget to the Town Meeting
warrant.

Pathfinder’s assessment
is projected to decrease
about 6.2% to $1.48 million,
reflecting fewer Belchertown
students enrolled there. Still,
members signaled inter-
est in providing residents

51 %9
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more context in the Finance
Committee’s written report
by comparing year-over-year
enrollment and per-pupil
costs.

Town-side budgets and

enterprise funds

On the municipal side, the
committee backed $14.6 mil-
lion in operating appropria-
tions for town departments,
a 6.4% percent increase.
Roughly four percentage
points of that increase are
tied directly to the over-
ride-funded items on the
town side, including public
safety staffing.

Members voted unani-
mously in favor of a series
of sub-articles under Article
8, covering general govern-
ment, public safety, human
services, culture and recre-
ation, public works and sev-
eral enterprise funds.

Enterprise funds for the
landfill, sewer and stormwa-
ter systems will continue to
be supported by user fees and
their own reserves, not the
tax levy. Town Accountant
Jill Rossi explained these
funds are structured to keep
operational and capital costs
within the systems that gen-
erate them.

“It’s an enterprise fund.
All the fees paid fund the
funds,” she said of the sewer
account. “There’s no taxa-

PRICES IN RED
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CHICKEN BREAST 10 15 4G wsses

tion that goes into enterprise
funds. It’s part of the town;
it’s just set up differently
than other departments.”

The committee also rec-
ommended $1,032,037 for
human services, $1,051,158
for culture and recreation,
and $1,062,361 for DPW
buildings and grounds.

Rising benefit costs and

long-term liabilities

One of the sharpest warn-
ings of the night came during
discussion of pensions and
insurance, which together
total $7.67 million for fis-
cal 2027. That line includes
health insurance, Medicare,
life insurance, unemploy-
ment, workers’ compensation
and retirement costs for town
employees and some school
personnel.

Gibbons described the
trend as “unsustainable” if
unchecked.

“This is one of our fast-
est-growing, consistent bud-
get items every year,” he said
of benefit costs. “You’ve got
to pay it. There’s no ques-
tion. There’s no leeway there
whatsoever.”

The town’s unfunded other
post-employment benefits, or
OPEB, liability is estimated
at more than $45.5 million as
of June 30, 2025. The budget
includes a $32,334 contribu-
tion to the OPEB trust fund,

<
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well below what outside
advisors have recommended
if the town wants to mean-
ingfully reduce its long-term
obligation.

“The liability will continue
to put pressure on the current
operations through funding
retirement payments if we
do not commit to an annual
funding solution,” Gibbons
read from the draft report.

Paying back stabilization

and using free cash

The committee empha-
sized that the town will fully
repay a prior $325,000 draw
from the stabilization fund
that was used to cover snow
and ice deficits. Article 2
transfers $200,000 from
the Belchertown Public
Schools and $125,000 from
the town’s health insurance
account back into stabiliza-
tion.

Gibbons said it was
important for residents to
understand that these repay-
ments are separate from
routine year-end transfers
between accounts.

“I don’t want anybody to
get the impression that we’re
using that money for any-
thing else,” he said.

The stabilization balance
is expected to reach about
$2.73 million, or 4% of oper-
ating expenditures, still short
of the 5% to 8% range finan-

cial experts recommend but
moving in the right direc-
tion. The town is also using
$646,675 of free cash to help
balance the budget.

Rossi reminded mem-
bers that free cash is not just
unspent appropriations, but
also revenue received above
estimates.

“We have to put in estimat-
ed revenue. We have to put in
numbers that are reasonable
and conservative,” she said.
“When the revenue comes in
over and above what we have
estimated ... that also goes
into free cash.”

Capital borrowing and
what’s next

The committee endorsed
borrowing about $3.2 mil-
lion for a package of capital
projects, many at the schools,
with terms ranging from five
to 20 years based on useful
life. An email from the trea-
surer showed that a 10-year
borrowing at 3.75% would
cost about $445,000 in inter-
est, while a 20-year option
at 4.5% would cost roughly
$1.7 million.

Gibbons said he favors
shorter terms where possible.

“I like the fact that there’s
a lot of school projects in
here,” he said, adding that
each had been “vetted in
great detail” by the capital
planning committee.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13™ at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

* BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS -

( 4 ROOM / 2 BEDROOM )
SINGLE STORY

RANCH STYLE HOME

‘WITH
\_ ONE CAR DETACHED GARAGE )

89 Green Avenue BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS

To be sold on the Premises

Features:

» Single Story Ranch Style Home * +6 Acres of Land
* Total of (4) Rooms w/ (2) Bedrooms & (1) Bath

* +1,200 S/F of Area ¢ Electric Baseboard Heat *
« Full Basement * Carpeted Floors * Vinyl Exterior
» Private Well & Septic » Parcel ID: Map 266, Lots 31, 34 & 35 «
% ONE CAR DETACHED GARAGE *

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI 4

SWISS CHEESE.........

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

VIRGINIA HAM oo 2 22

USDA INSP. FROZEN PHILLIPS MARYLAND STYLE ¢
cRAB SOUP 10 OZ IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII99

USDA INSP. FROZEN BLUE SEA

WHOLE s 4%9

USDA INSP BLUE SWIMMING CRAB ST O oMt
GROUND FRESH DAl LY Of the Firm of Bacon Wilson, P.C., 33 State Street Springfield MA
GREAT ON THE GRILL 80% LEAN RAW WHOLE CLEANED 2LB BOX1 2 Terms Of Sale: $10,(1J\5([f$ Byeéﬁ'sﬁd ((f)gljigBe:nk orpCejiﬁed Funds.

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED $3

CHICKEN THIGHS vvususmsnssssssn

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY TENDERLOINS 155 8.0 2

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.
West Springdfield, MA « Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 » 610-853-6655
TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 « PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

GROUND BEEF /8 STy VPeTe T lc) 2% Avocado st

Springfield
HOURS: mon, - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
Thurs. 8-6,¢ Fri. 8-6 » Sat. 8-3

www.90meat.com
BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

SALE DATES:
4/30/26-5/6/26

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info@posnik.com
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Pioneer Valley Financial Group
announces second CFP professional

Pioneer Valley Financial
Group (PV) is proud to

our team,” said Managing
Partner and Wealth Advisor

announce that
Kevin Sylvester
has earned his
Certified Financial
Planner (CFP) cer-
tification, becom-
ing the firm’s sec-
ond CFP profes-
sional.

Sylvester joined
the PV team in
2019 and has con-
sistently demon-
strated a strong commitment
to professional growth and
client service. His dedication
to advancing his knowledge
and expertise reflects both his
personal drive and PV’s cul-
ture of continuous develop-
ment.

“The cornerstone of PV
Financial Group is our con-
tinued support of profes-
sional development for

Kevin Sylvester

Ed Sokolowski.
“Kevin has shown
that commitment
since the day he
started, and our cli-
ents are better for
it”

Before enter-
ing the financial
services industry,
Sylvester made a
career change in
2011 and returned
to school while balancing the
demands of work and fami-
ly. He attended University of
Massachusetts Ambherst, grad-
uating in 2018 with a degree
in Mathematics and a concen-
tration in Actuarial Science.
Shortly after, he began his
career in wealth management,
where he discovered a passion
for helping clients achieve
long-term financial success.

Sylvester continued to
build on his expertise by
earning both his Accredited
Investment Fiduciary (AIF)
and Certified Plan Fiduciary
Advisor (CPFA) designations,
further strengthening his abili-
ty to serve clients with integri-
ty and insight.

The CFP certification is
one of the most respected
credentials in the financial
planning industry. To earn the
designation, candidates must
complete rigorous education
requirements, pass a compre-
hensive six-hour examination,
gain relevant professional
experience, and commit to
upholding strict ethical stan-
dards.

Sylvester’s achievement
marks an important mile-
stone for both his career and
Pioneer Valley Financial
Group’s ongoing commitment
to excellence.

Community Yard Sale coming back

BELCHERTOWN -
Belchertown Community
Yard Sale Returns the
First Weekend in August
Belchertown, MA — The
Belchertown Community
Yard Sale is set to return for
its third year, continuing to
establish itself as a growing
summer tradition in Western
Massachusetts. The event
will take place the first week-
end in August, from July 31
through Aug. 2 (Rain dates:
Aug.71t09).

Over the past two years,
the Belchertown Community
Yard Sale has welcomed
thousands of visitors from
across the region, transform-
ing the town into a destina-
tion for treasure hunters and
community engagement. In
2025 alone, the event drew
more than 6,400 visitors and

raised over $4,000 for the
Belchertown Senior Center
and Council on Aging, con-
tributing to a total of more
than $7,000 raised for local
non-profits and community
initiatives since its inception.
For 2026, the event is
proud to announce that its
beneficiary will be the Clapp
Memorial Library, further-
ing its mission of supporting
vital community resources.
As the event grows, orga-
nizers hope to solidify the
Belchertown Community
Yard Sale as a signature
annual tradition, making the
first weekend in August a
must-visit experience for res-
idents and visitors alike.
Registration for house-
holds and vendors will open
on May 1. Participation is
open to all, with a cost of $30

for individual households
and $60 for vendors wish-
ing to sell at the Town Fields.
Sellers across Belchertown
will be featured on an official
event map, guiding visitors
to over 100 sales through-
out town. Maps will be sold
at the Town Fields, 60 State
Street, Belchertown, for $5.

Event organizers welcome
local business sponsors and
community volunteers to
help expand the reach and
impact of the event. Those
interested in sponsoring, vol-
unteering, or learning more
can contact Organizer Kris
Lynds at belchertownyard-
sale@gmail.com

For additional details,
updates, and registration
information, visit www.
belchertownyardsale.com

Celebrate
Earth Day
Trash Cleanup
this Saturday

BELCHERTOWN -
Mark your calendars for
the Celebrate Earth Day
event on Saturday, May 2
at the Town Common (25
Park Street) from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. There will be
a trash pickup and drop-
off station, can and bottle
drive by the Scouts, and
several booths to encour-
age a culture of environ-
mental awareness.

Registration to pick up
a bag for trash clean up
begins at 9:30 a.m. Native
plant and tree seedlings
will be available as sup-
plies last. There are many
ways for you to participate
— pick up litter at your
favorite recreation area,
conservation area, or in
your own neighborhood,
donate your cans and bot-
tles to the Scouts, and visit
the various booths sharing
information to encourage
a culture of environmen-
tal awareness and action.
Dress appropriately
including high visibility
clothing, gloves and stur-
dy shoes.

Light refreshments will
be provided. For more
information contact the
Belchertown Conservation
Department at conserva-
tion@belchertown.org or
at (413) 323-0405.

This event is spon-
sored by the Belchertown
Conservation Department,
Department of Public
Works, the Energy &
Sustainability Committee,
and Friends of Lake

Wallace.

RUBY from page 1

can positively identify that
hearing loss began or got
worse while you were in
the service, we can file that
claim which, yeah, maybe
you’re going to get ten per-
cent, which is around $180
a month, but that’s not really
the big benefit.”

The big benefit to which
Ruby is referring is the
opportunity to enroll in
Veteran’s Affairs health care.
Health care needs could be
fully funded through the VA,
depending on eligibility. It’s
possible, Ruby described,
for the veteran in need of
hearing aids to get it funded
through VA services.

“Those hearing aids that
would have cost you five or
seven thousand dollars, the
VA is on the hook for that.
They’re going to take care
of that. They’re going to get

you those hearing aids and
when those hearing aids go
bad, they’re going to get you
the next set of hearing aids,”
detailed Ruby.

Ruby identifies that part
of the struggle is informing
veterans about the resources
available to them. He stat-
ed that many discredit them-
selves, believing that others
are more eligible for benefits
than they are. His goal is spe-
cifically to strengthen aware-
ness about the Veteran’s Tax
Work Off program, which he
stated had “pretty good suc-
cess” in his former Chicopee
position.

“Belchertown does have
that program already, but
they haven’t really gotten any
volunteers coming in.” Ruby
stated. “So, I would like to
maybe expand that a little bit
and see if we can get some
people involved in that.”

In addition to them receiv-
ing proper benefits, Ruby

COL
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stated that the main issue
for veterans was isolation.
He identified it as a major
concern for him moving for-
ward and that he endeavors
to make veterans realize that
they are valued and part of a
grander community. He stat-
ed that work programs were
a great way to give them a
sense of purpose and belong-
ing.

“If there’s a clean sweep
or some sort of community
effort,” stated Ruby. “We
like to get our veterans out
front to make sure they’re
forward-facing. They do
get paid a little bit. It’s not
much. It’s maybe about
$1000 a year for about ten
hours. But it also gives them
a sense of community. And
for veterans, that’s kind of
huge.”

Ruby also emphasized that
he anticipates his role to be
more of a “background per-
son,” and pushing veterans to
“thrive versus just trying to
keep them alive.”

“If T can help them have
a sense of community, have
a sense of belonging, have a
sense that we do care about
you, that there are people out
there that care about you,
then that’s really going to
be better for them than just
trying to put the Band-Aids
on when there’s a problem,”
Ruby concluded. “I’'m very
open to having VA represen-
tatives come here and give
presentations, to talk with
them about different services,
to collaborate with different
departments and just to make
ourselves available.”

TOP DOLLAR PAID
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Nate (413) 636-2929
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

4
E

Il

Should I collect SS now or
wait two years until age 70?

Dear Rusty:

I am 67 and 9 months
old, collecting a modest SS
survivor benefit with plans
to collect my own much
larger benefit at age 70.

I was confident this plan
was a good one, but recent
turbulent events make me
nervous that cuts could
come to Social Security
at any time without warn-
ing. Would it be prudent
to file for my own Social
Security as soon as pos-
sible so that my benefit
might be “grandfathered”
in before any sudden and
drastic cuts occur? I do not
generally panic, but these
are unprecedented times. |
would be quite comfortable
with the benefit listed on
my 2024 statement for my
current age; I was just hop-
ing to maximize the benefit
by waiting.

When I go to the Social
Security website to view
my 2025 annual statement
to see the personalized
monthly retirement bene-
fit estimates for ages 68,
69 and 70 that section no
longer shows. This omis-
sion makes me uncomfort-
able. Can I find out what
my current benefit estimate
would be for ages 68, 69
and 70? Or should I just
rely on the 2024 statement?

Signed: Nervous in
Portland

Dear Nervous:

Please do not be ner-
vous that recent “turbulent
events” pose a threat to
your future Social Security
benefits. Those events do
not, in any way, jeopardize
your future Social Security
benefits, because Social
Security is completely sep-
arate from all other federal
political issues and financ-
es. The primary prob-
lem with Social Security
became an issue long
before the current adminis-
tration took office.

The Trustees of
Social Security have
been warning Congress
for decades that Social
Security’s finances require
Congressional attention.
The fact is that Social
Security revenue (as pre-
dicted decades ago)
became insufficient to
pay all benefit obligations
in about 2021. Since that
time, money from Social
Security’s reserved funds
(Trust Funds)has been used
to pay full benefits to all.

In 2020, there was nearly
$3 trillion in SS reserved
funds, but that has now
dwindled to about $2.5 tril-
lion as reserves are used
to supplement SS pay-
ments. And that problem
continues. The Trustees
of SS now predict that
the reserves will be fully
depleted in about 2032, at
which time, lacking pro-
gram reform by Congress,
Social Security will be
forced to pay out only what
it receives in revenue. And
that would mean an esti-
mated cut of about 23%
to everyone’s monthly
SS benefit. In the unlike-
ly event that happens,
wouldn’t a 23% reduction
to your larger age 70 ben-
efit be better than a 23%
cut to your lower age 68
benefit?

No one wants those cuts
to happen least of all pol-
iticians because it would
amount to political sui-
cide (seniors are, after
all, a very large voting
bloc). Thus, we believe
that Congress will act to
reform Social Security to
prevent any general ben-

efit cuts from happening.
It will, however, require
Congressional bipartisan-
ship because the reforms
needed for Social Security
are likely unsavory to
some.

Those reforms may
include SS tax increases
and changes to the basic
structure of the SS program
to align it with today’s
demographic reality. The
program needs reform,
which Congress has, unfor-
tunately, neglected to pro-
vide for many years.

And this neglect will
likely also continue, at
least through the forth-
coming mid-term elec-
tions. It seems the nature
of Congress is to wait until
the last possible moment to
offer corrective legislation.

Here’s what to keep in
mind: Congress already
knows how to reform
Social Security to avoid
any future benefit cuts;
they just lack the bipar-
tisanship to accomplish
that reform. For our part,
the Association of Mature
American Citizens has
offered to Congress a
commonsense reform plan
via its “Social Security
Guarantee.” AMAC’s
proposal has received
a positive reception in
Congressional circles and
we are optimistic that
the proposal will pro-
vide financial stability to
the program for genera-
tions. AMAC continues
to advocate for SS reform
in Washington, D.C. on a
regular basis, even more
intensely as the deple-
tion of the SS Trust Funds
grows closer.

We do not suggest
changing your strategy for
claiming Social Security
benefits based upon fear
the program will cut ben-
efits. That’s because it’s
unlikely that all benefits
will be cut because we
believe Congress will even-
tually enact reform. And
even in the unlikely event
that Congress neglects
to reform the program
by 2032, the percentage
of reduction to a higher
monthly SS benefit amount
would be better than a sim-
ilar reduction to a lower
benefit amount. In other
words, your original plan is
still a prudent one.

Regarding your question
about your estimated ben-
efits, I expect your most
recent SS statement didn’t
include future benefits
because you are already
collecting SS survivor
benefits. You can contact
SSA at 1-800-772-1213 to
obtain the future SS retire-
ment estimates you seek.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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Vote Hope Guardenier for School Committee

Dear Editor:

I am pleased to provide
my support today for Hope
Guardenier for Belchertown
School Committee. Hope
is and has been a com-
mitted participant in the
Belchertown communi-
ty for many years, serv-
ing on the Board of Health,
BPS Strategic Planning
Committee, Agricultural
Commission, and Fair Exhibit
Hall Committee. She is
an educator of our region’s
youngest citizens provid-
ing hands-on education not
only as the founder of School
Sprouts Educational Gardens
and the Farm and Garden
Camp at Hampshire College,
but also as a Belchertown

school garden advocate and
volunteer.

Hope 1is a smart,
open-minded listener and
learner. She digs deep into a
topic to understand it fully,
ensuring that all perspectives
have been considered. I have
had the pleasure of witness-
ing Hope engage with com-
munity members who did
not hold the same beliefs as
her; these interactions were
respectful and ultimately
found both parties walking
away with a better under-
standing of each other, even
if they still disagreed. Instead
of being fearful of differenc-
es, Hope takes them head on
to improve on her own per-
spective.

In short, Hope’s curiosi-

ty, passion and expertise is
what Belchertown needs as
our town continues to strug-
gle with the inadequacy of
the state’s K-12 local contri-
bution formulas, challenges
associated with the closing
and merging of our schools,
and persistent budget short-
falls. She is a parent of two
BPS students committed to
helping our school system do
better for all the children in
our town. Hope is stepping
up and is committed to help-
ing our community thrive
during challenging times.

I will be voting for Hope at
the polls on May 18 — I urge
you to also provide her with
your vote and support.

Marla Lindsay

Support Pearson for re-election to Select Board

Dear Editor:

I am writing this letter
in support of Lesa Lessard
Pearson for a position as a
member of the Belchertown
Select Board. Lesa cur-
rently serves as the Chair
of the Belchertown Select
Board, and is responsible
for the overall leadership
of the Executive Branch of
Belchertown Government.
The Chair is responsible for
all policy decisions of the
town, and responsible for
ensuring that most of the
decisions made at the Town
Meeting are carried out.

I have known Lesa for a
number of years and she has
been fully vested in the suc-
cess of Belchertown while a
member of the Select Board.
She has shown that leader-
ship is a function of recog-

nizing the past and prepar-
ing for the challenges of the
future. Lesa has an employ-
ment resume with years
dedicated to a changing and
challenging landscape with-
in public health policy, and
brings thoughtful and intel-
ligent attributes to resolv-
ing changes within the town
going forward.

Lesa is committed to
supporting our seniors and
veterans and making solid
choices that reflect commu-
nity impact. How do I know
this? I asked Lesa to support
the Senior and Veteran Tax
Work-Off Program that is
currently in place in the town
to help folks in reducing real
estate taxes. Lesa embraced
the idea and took it to the
table at the Town Meeting
where it passed overwhelm-
ingly. This is more actual

support than words by Lesa —
this is real action to help peo-
ple. Other examples include
supporting the Housing Trust
initiative to help folks stay
in their homes (including
mobile homes), and Diversity
and Equity Programs in
town.

My take away of Lesa —
she shows up not only to vote
but to lead and participate.
She shows up at communi-
ty events and public forums.
She is there to listen. She
can be trusted.

Lesa is the right choice for
Belchertown. Please join
me in support of Lesa and
vote for her reelection as a
Member of the Belchertown
Select Board. I am proud to
support Lesa and hope you
will be also.

Thank you.

Michael Caney

Please support Guardenier for school committee

Dear Editor:

What makes a great school
committee member? I
believe that it’s someone who
has proven their commitment
to serving the community,
as well as someone who is
dedicated to fully hearing and
understanding the opinions
and experiences of others.

That is why I’'m writing in
support of Hope Guardenier
for the Belchertown School
Committee.

Hope has a strong record of
public service and community
involvement. Her service on

the Board of Health demon-
strated her commitment to the
well-being of our residents.
Hope has also been an active
member of the Fair Exhibit
Hall Committee, where she
dedicates her time to bringing
people together and celebrat-
ing our amazing community.

As a longtime educator
who works with public school
systems throughout the val-
ley, she understands the chal-
lenges facing our schools, and
she also has insight into the
types of support that students,
families and teachers need to
succeed.

Most importantly, Hope is a
thoughtful and compassionate
person. She is a good listen-
er, who takes the time to hear
different perspectives, and
weighs decisions carefully.

As a public school teach-
er of 23 years, as well as a
parent to two students in
the district, I enthusias-
tically support Hope for
the Belchertown School
Committee. Please join me in
voting for Hope Guardenier
on Election Day.

Sincerely,

Margaret Goldman

Town is changing, like it or not

Dear Editor:

Belchertown is changing
whether we plan for it or not.

Right now, many young
families can’t afford to move
here, and many seniors can’t
afford to stay. At the same
time, local employers across
Hampshire County are strug-
gling to find workers who
can live nearby.

The redevelopment of the

former Belchertown State
School site is a rare oppor-
tunity to address both chal-
lenges at once—by adding
thoughtfully designed hous-
ing on land that’s already set
aside for development

This isn’t about overbuild-
ing or changing the charac-
ter of our town. It’s about
making sure Belchertown
remains a place where peo-
ple who grew up here, work

here, and contribute here can
actually afford to live and
retire here.

There are very few spe-
cifics in The Master Plan
but one of them is to bring
a skilled nursing facility to
Belchertown. If we want ser-
vices like a skilled nursing
facility, we need the work-

Please see LETTER,
page 7
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“Beets,” me

was so happy
Ito finally get

into the vegetable
garden this past week.

My peas seeds are
sown! Yippee!

Next on my list is
beets. I have to admit
that I am no beet
aficionado. In fact,

I began eating
beets only a few
years ago.

Who knows
what turned me
off in my young-
er years. Maybe
it was the fact that
I only knew beets by
way of a can — we never grew
them in our home garden.
They honestly didn’t look or
taste all that yummy, espe-
cially to a kid who ate a total
of two other vegetables; that
is, of course, if corn counts.

Anyway, I think what
finally convinced me to
include beets in my garden
was the fact that the plants
are multipurpose (you can eat
both the greens and the roots)
and beets themselves are
wonderful “keepers.” Lately,
there is a lot of talk about
the benefits of eating them in
relation to heart health.

Let me give you a brief run
down on how to grow beets.

Beet seeds are unique
in appearance. I can only
describe them as multi-facet-
ed “orbs.”

The orb is a grouping of
seeds. You can go through
the trouble of trying to sep-
arate them by way of wax
paper and a rolling pin, but
most folks don’t bother.

Because the orb is thick,
however, and moisture must
penetrate it in order for it to
germinate, a good soaking
is beneficial. Although you
can try starting beets near-
ly as soon as the soil can be
worked in spring, it is prob-
ably best to wait until two
weeks before the last expect-
ed frost.

In our location that trans-
lates into the first or second
week of May. This timeframe
will give them the most
desirable soil temperature
(sixty degrees plus) for ger-
mination.

Be sure that you keep
the seed bed moist until the

seeds pop up, and continue
to provide at least one inch of
water throughout the growing
season if Mother Nature does
not. Steady moisture will
keep your beets sweet and
crack-free.

I should also mention that
beets prefer a soil that is
slightly alkaline, and well-
drained but fertile. In other
words, sprinkle some lime
and work a couple inches of
compost into the soil!

Beet seeds should be sown
an inch or so apart- my the-
ory is to sow once and sow
heavy. Because multiple
plants may come from one
“orb” it is critical that you
thin your plants: first to one
and a half inch spacing and
then, when beets are the size
of a marble, to a final spacing
of three inches apart.

Don’t feel badly when
you are thinning — you are
honestly doing your plants a
favor. Beets that are grown
too close together will never
develop to their full potential.

Instead of letting the thin-
nings go to waste, make
a salad and be grateful for
some early season greens.
Even when beets are at their
final spacing I will rob the
patch of some leaves every
now and then for the very
same reason. As long as 1|
am prudent, no harm will be
done to the developing roots.

Some beet varieties are
grown especially for their
greens. Try “Bull’s Blood,”
an heirloom variety known
for its large and sweet red-
dish-purple leaves. “Early
Wonder Tall Top” is another
oldie — prized as much for its

early beet
for its beets.

Looking for less
leaf and more beet?
Try “Detroit Dark

Red Short Top.”

Well over one

hundred years old,
this late variety is
great for canning.

Beets also come in a

wide array of colors. For a
dependable and tasty yellow
beet try “Touchtone Gold.”
Another interesting heir-
loom beet is “Chiogga” (aka
“Bassano”).

Cercospora Leaf Spot of
Swiss Chard, Beets, and
Spinach is a common fungus
that appears as circular rings
on the leaves, making them
unsightly and barely edible.

There are a number of tac-
tics that claim to help if this
is a problem for you. Water
at the base of the plant, and
do it early in the day so it
dries out by evening, espe-
cially in the summer months
when humidity heightens the
spread.

Likewise, if you make suc-
cessive sowings, space them
a distance apart from one
another. There are organic
and chemical means of con-
trol that are worth investigat-
ing.

If that’s not for you, give
growing these plants a break
for two-three years and like-
ly you’ll be in the clear to
attempt trying again. Some
companies offer disease free
seed, too.

It’s worth looking into.

greens as it

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

Society.

Granby holding
candidates night

GRANBY - The Town of
Granby Communications
Committee is hosting a Meet
The Candidate’s night at the
East Meadow School Cafeteria
on Wednesday, May 6 at 6:30
p.m. All candidates running
for local office will be given
an opportunity to speak,
with Q&A from attendees.
Childcare will be provided by
the Granby National Honor

housing.

don’t control.

LETTER from page 6

force that makes those
services possible. And
that workforce needs

If we don’t shape this
change, it will happen
anyway—but in ways we

Housing and economic
development aren’t sep-
arate issues—housing
is what makes econom-
ic development work.
We, the members of the
Belchertown Economic

Development Industrial
Corporation, urge you
to support this project
by voting in favor of
Articles #28 and #41 at
Annual Town Meeting
May 11.
Thank you,

Elizabeth Maroney,
Jonathan Speigel,
Kirk Stephens,
Robert Rivard,
Cheryl Dutton
Directors, Belchertown
Economic Development
Corporation (BEDIC)

L,

+ Monuments & Cemetery Lettering «
+ Civic Memorials & Custom Designs ¢
H-l You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process. rE

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~

707 Main St., Amherst, MA « 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

T'URDAY MAY 9TH

9 AM -3 PM RAIN DATE. MAY 16 TH
250 STATE STREET, GRANBY

Massachusetts Crafting Vendors Showcasing Jewelry - Handcrafted Wood Designs

Food &
Concessions
Bvailable

N

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Maloof-Hanley celebmte wedding

On Sunday, Feb.
15, Julia Maloof and
Kevin Hanley celebrat-
ed their wedding with
family and friends in
Middletown, Connecticut.
The happy couple met
at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst.

Maloof holds a bache-
lor’s degree in music per-
formance and education
from UMass, Amherst,
and she will complete her
Masters of Education from
Eastern Illinois University
this summer, 2026. Hanley
holds a bachelor’s degree
in music performance and
history. He also earned a
master’s degree in social
work from the University
of Connecticut.

Julia was raised
in Belchertown,
Massachusetts where her
parents, David Maloof and
Deborah Sacon Maloof
reside, and Kevin, son of
Chip and Kathy Hanley
grew up in New Fairfield,
Connecticut. Julia teach-
es elementary music
in Springfield Public
Schools, and Kevin, a
licensed clinical social
worker, works as a pro-
gram manager in com-

munity mental health in
Springfield.
The newlyweds live in

.

Remembrance game at
Austin-Gaughan Field

BELCHERTOWN - On
Saturday, May 2, mem-
bers of the Western Relics
will hold their third annu-
al softball game at Austin-
Gaughan Field. This event
honors 1st Lt. Michael P.
Austin and Cpl. Roger
Gaughan, who lost their
lives in Vietnam. Michael
and Roger were lifelong
residents of Belchertown
and members of the
Belchertown High School
baseball team.

A special connection
exists between two of the
Relics, Ken Thompson
and Darrell Weldon, and
the Austin Family. Ken
served as a medic with
Michael in Vietnam and
was with Michael on his
final mission. Darrell first
met the Austin Family in
2009 when he organized
a clean-up of Austin-
Gaughan Field. Dozens
of Belchertown volun-
teers showed up on April
19 (coincentally Michael’s

birthday) to rake, weed,
plant, and paint to give the
field a much-needed face-
lift. Darrell had known Ken
for years but did not know
of Ken’s connection to the
Austins until another team
member pointed it out.
Introductions were made
on Austin-Gaughan Field
in May, 2023, and the first
memorial Relics game was
played in 2024.

The game is free
and open to the pub-
lic. Donations will be
accepted to support the
Remembrance Tree
Program in Maine which
provides the balsam tips
for the Wreaths Across
America Program. Dog tags
will be created for Michael
and Roger and attached to
trees.

The field is on George
Hannum Road. The wel-
come and opening ceremo-
ny begin at 9:00 a.m. Come
enjoy a great game on a
beautiful field.

West Springfield with their
pet rabbit, Bad Bunny.

Grange
holding first
workshop
of season

WARE - The Ware
Grange’s first gardening
workshop of the year,
“Hands on with Summer
Annual Flowers,” will be
held on Friday, May 1 at
7 p.m. at the Grange Hall
at 297 Belchertown Road
in Ware. Our presenter
will be Roberta McQuaid,
author of the weekly “In
the Garden” column for
Turley Publications.
Participants will learn
about easy to grow sum-
mer annuals and get
to try their hand at seed
starting. Such favorites
as Marigolds, Zinnias,
Cosmos and Bachelor’s
Buttons will be cov-
ered. Visit Ware Grange
on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org for more infor-
mation.

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently

ran in one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

home

NEW CONSTRUCTION!
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, 2,294 sq. ft.
Beautiful contemporary ranch

$749,000.00

306 N. Liberty, Belchertown, MA

RESIDENTIAL LAND!

Ready to build your vision? 2 acre lot is
the perfect blank canvas to build your
dream home. Already Perced!

$115,000.00
MLS #73474842

127 Munn Rd., Monson, MA
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Pat Wheway, Assoc. Broker
C:413-478-1166
patwheway@gmail.com
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Pottery - Authors - Quilts - Honey Products & more

Qeat Wothers Doy Gifs!

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE RESTORATION OF KELLOGG HALL

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY Wwww. whewaygroup.com
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JBMS announces its third quarter honor roll

7th Grade Honor Roll
High Honors:

Madison Beaulieu, Jane
Bernard, Helen Bierly,
Olivia Bourdeau, Jonathan
Chapman, Henry Chien,
Addison DuCharme, Gia
Henn, Connor Hooten,
Abigail Jackson, Isabella
Korzec, Charles McCloskey,
Connor McNeill, Cora
Pelletier, Rosalie Pelletier,
Amaya Peters, Anna
Sherwood, Callen Stellato,
Wyatt Swiatlowski, Annabelle
Tarnawa and Layjai Tiangbe

Honors:

Alexander Aaronian,
Quinn Attebury, Jaymes
Besaw, Alexis Campos.
Zachariah Cartel Wyatt
Carver, Bradyn Cavanaugh,
Parker Chianciola, Tenzin
Chodhen, Gwyneth Conlin,
Robert Cote, Autumn Dupras,
Hannah Dupuis, Rylan
Fortier, Jude Gloster, Tyler
Goodsell, Lucille Gray, Jacob
Haughey, Nicholas Hodgen,
Lelia Hulvey, Lilah Jordan,

Sophie Karabetsos, Claire
Lacroix, Karolina Landrio,
Hadleigh Lozier, Caleb
MacDonald, Amelia Mann,
Zion Marrero, Logan Martin,
Hazel Martins, Jaxson
Martins, Stryker McNutt,
Elizabeth McSpadden, Peyton
Milou, Adam Mueller, Lucas
Athanasios Nesbitt, Liam
O’Connell, Shannon Pelissier,
Robert Pellegri, Jonathan
Rainaud, Luke Raymond,
Stella Reece, Declan Rege,
Addyson Renkie, Ava Rocha,
Hailey Rosienski, Aliya
Schneider, Khloe Shaink,
Reese Sheldon, Krystian
Skora, Asher Sloat, Jaden
Son, Daniel Stanton, Ruby
Stapert, Aiden Thomas, Cora
Thomas, Nolan Timms, Reese
Warchelak, Liliana Whalen,
and Aiden Yacek.

8th Grade Honor Roll
High Honors:
Joshua Annis, Rioghan
Auffrey, Bailey Bachand,
Miranda Barrett, Eliza
Boyko, Sophia Brown,

Laurah Chaverri, Anna
Cormier, Amelia
Donovan, Brielle DuBois,
Jeffrey Duprey, Ruby
Harrington, Olivia
Leahy, Torrence
MacTavish,
Orelio
Manduley,
Madelyn
Murray,
Katalina
Pazos

N

—

Alexa N

Pobieglo, Quinn Rathburn,
Emma Scoon, John Shattuck,
and Logan West.

Honors:

Mason Archambault, Ryan
Blazejowski, Olivia Brach,
Emery Calvanese, Caleb
Cassella, Isabella Chapman,
Natalie Couture, Kiernan
Crosby, Emma Dean, Lilliana
Deleo, Bridget Donah,
Awrenna Duncan, Leo Fisher,
Heaven Foster, Ayla Frost,
Gianna Gassnola, Flynn
Goldman, Archer Goraj,

Liam Hibler,

Delaney Jacque, Alilah
Jordan, Lillian Jurczyk,
Willa Keefe, Kristofer Kelly,
Lucas Kofidis, Samuel
Leblond, Ryan Litz, Emelia
Maldanis, Sovanmolika
Mao, Aliah Miller, Avery
Miller, Olivia Murphy,
Tenzin Namgyal, Gracelynn
Nite, Giana Patruno, Bentley
Pope, Zackary Ritter, Jacob
Staples, Jordan Stone, Collin
Verrochi, Zachary Wall,
Brynn Wilcox, and Benjamin
Williams.

Belchertown launches ADA self-evaluation, transition plan

Town invites all residents to share their
accessibility experiences through online survey

BELCHERTOWN — The
Town of Belchertown has
retained KMA, LLC to con-
duct an ADA Self-Evaluation
and Transition Plan to ensure
that all Town programs,
services, and facilities are
accessible to residents and
visitors with disabilities. As
part of this process, the Town

is asking the public to com-
plete a short six-question sur-
vey.

Under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), a
disability includes a wide
range of physical and mental
conditions, including mobil-
ity impairments, hearing or
vision loss, chronic illness,

PTSD, autism, and more.
Paul Adzima, Belchertown’s
ADA Coordinator and
Building Commissioner, is
overseeing the project in
partnership with KMA, LLC.

Public input is an essen-
tial part of this effort.
Residents are encouraged
to share their experiences
— whether positive or chal-
lenging — with accessibil-
ity in Belchertown’s public
spaces, programs, and ser-

vices. Survey responses
will directly inform how the
Town prioritizes accessibility
improvements in the years
ahead.

The survey is available
online at www.surveymon-
key.com/r/HCNH77M. Hard
copies are available at the
following locations:

Clapp Memorial Library
— 19 South Main Street

Belchertown Senior Center
— 60 State Street

Mini-book sale at library

BELCHERTOWN -
If you’d like to borrow a
book, the Clapp Memorial
Library is the place to
go; if you’d like to buy a
book, the Clapp Memorial
Library is also the place to
go. The Friend’s group has
a small Ongoing Book Sale
in the large white bookcase
located under the stained-
glass window. It offers
good quality books in a
variety of genres for adults
and young adults as well
as nonreaders, all for $2 or
less.

Recently they added a
“Like New” section offer-

ing books for adult read-
ers with copyright dates of
2023 or newer at slightly
higher prices, as well as
young adult and children’s
books in excellent condi-
tion. These are gift quali-
ty books that easily match
bookstore purchases but at
significantly lower prices.
Check the Ongoing Book
Sale out each time you
visit the Library as offer-
ings change on an irregu-
lar schedule. Pay for these
books at the circulation
desk. All sales receipts go
to support a number of the
Library’s free programs.

BELCHERTOWN - The
Belchertown Historical
Association is holding its
Opening Day activities at
the Stone House Museum
on Saturday, May 9. There
will be free tours of the
museum, our famous “Old
Bag” sale, and our plant
sale, featuring locally
grown perennials. Every
year we look forward to the

ﬂ‘ support of
w

our com-

munity in
\ mak-
L

Y, .

ing

Stone House Museum
grand opening May 9

this a successful fundraiser
through your contributions
of old bags and plants.

The plant sale commit-
tee welcomes donations of
perennials dug from your
gardens and generously
donated to the plant sale.
We are looking for flow-
ering plants, shade plants,
vegetable plants, trees,
shrubs, bulbs, fruit bearing
plants and house plants.
Plants can be brought to
the Stone House during the
week before the sale and
left near the schoolhouse.
Please email sallyshat-
tuck54 @gmail.com if you
have any questions.

Old bags can be donat-
ed at local businesses:
Easthampton Savings
Bank, Clapp Library, and
Looks to Kill Salon.

SURPLUS from page 1

itat. That left a far smaller
pool.

“We identified about
a dozen properties that we
thought would be saleable,”
Williams said.

State Street slivers
pulled back

Williams said that since
the board’s packet was pub-
lished, he decided to remove
two State Street parcels from
the surplus list after a closer
look.

“The reason I removed
them ... Barton Avenue used
to have two entrances on the
State Street,” he said.

He walked the board
through the history of that
stretch of Route 202, where a
farmhouse once sat between
the old Barton Avenue align-
ment and the highway.

“The town bought that sliv-
er of property, destroyed the

. farmhouse, and extend-
ed the road straight out,”
Williams said. “So that’s why
Barton Avenue comes out to
Toute 202 but also has two

TJ'S

T Vndue

RENTAL

South Hadley

SOUTH HADLEY e 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

tjisrental.com

Huge Selection of

dethatchers, and more.

Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets,
House Plants,

Gardening Supphes

}# Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

35 Amherst St.,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More
Granby
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!

To advertise contact Maureen
mmcgarrett@turley.com ¢ 413-364-4994

i

Your lawn projects start here!

Rototillers, brush mowers,
pressure washers, overseeders,

streets going left and right.
It’s the property between the
old Barton Avenue and the
highway.”

Those strips, he said, are
less than a quarter acre each
but could matter down the
road.

“What I realized is that if
we ever had a future need
for drainage or some sort
of facilities in that area, we
should own those,” he said.

Because those lots are
staying in town hands, a
related Town Meeting article
on surplus property is being

dropped. Town counsel con-
cluded that the board could
dispose of tax-title parcels
on its own, without Town
Meeting approval, once they
are declared surplus.

“All these other proper-
ties were taken for tax title,”
Williams said. “And town
counsel has opined that any
properties that were taken
for tax title, the Select Board
are the custodians of it, and
you can divest those without
further approval. You do not
need to go to town meeting
to do that.”

FARM

& GREE MIUL::Z_LH

{Get uouhgreen@mbs
F in gear {@ght\here.

D ANDALL G

631 CENTER ST Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM

i

Everything
You Need

For Spring
Planting

Hodgen

Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956
P e,

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949 4 Fax (413) 323-4999 4 Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com ¢ hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

3 AMHERST
. FARMERS SUPPLY

- For Your Lawn, Garden
~ and Landscaping Needs
320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
: (413) 253-3436
=  www.amherstfarmerssupply.com
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West Street slivers likely

headed to abutters

Several of the surplus lots
are tiny slices of land along
West Street, created when a
survey shifted the town line
with Ludlow.

“These are the ones in
West Street or less,” Williams
said. “There was a survey
done on the Ludlow side that
showed that the town line
was actually slightly further
over than it was, so it creat-
ed all these small slivers of
property.”

Select Board member Jen
Turner called the border “a
very weird” configuration
after looking up the parcels.

Williams said the West
Street strips are effectively
unusable on their own.

“It’s a very weird ... I
don’t think they’re going
to sell,” he said. “They’re
unbuildable. They’re basical-
ly 10 feet wide. They’re just
this little, tiny strip that runs
behind people’s homes.”

Instead, he said he hopes to
fold them into existing yards.

“I’'m going to look into
whether or not we can just
incorporate them into the
abutters property,” Williams
said. “Because, you know,
they have no value. They’re
just, they’re just taking up
space on our inventory.”

Board member Nicole
Miner asked how that would
work in practice.

“You would give them to
the abutter at no charge, but
then the abutter would obvi-
ously be paying taxes on
them,” Miner said.

“Yeah,” Williams replied.
“I mean, you know, vacant
land is at a little value, so
we’d have to work that out.
Otherwise, I don’t know
what to do with it.”

Balancing open space
and clean records

The open space plan also
identified large areas held
under multiple parcel num-
bers, such as subdivision gre-
enways and woods. Williams
said those will remain as
open space rather than be
combined into single tax par-
cels, which he said would be
administratively complex and
unnecessary.

“We’re just trying to clean
up that report,” he told the
board. “We just need to iden-
tify that we have this open
space area that’s made up of
multiple properties.”

Board Chair Lesa Lessard
Pearson welcomed the idea
of protecting open areas,
even as the town looks to
shed unneeded land.

“It’s nice to have some
open space,” she said.

Williams said he would
share the full spreadsheet of
properties so board members
can see how everything is
organized.

/D
Messages

JOB ALERT

Turley B

Publlcat|ons IncC.
www.turley.com

Send writing samples
with resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists

e Must be dependable,
professional and able to
meet strict deadlines

o Salary based on a flat
rate by story and photo

Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com

* Produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various
towns and cities.
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B-Town baseball battles back for win over Comp

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN— The
second meeting of the regu-
lar season between Valley East
League rivals Chicopee Comp
and Belchertown was an old
fashion pitcher’s duel.

Comp junior righthander
Jacoby Haney and
Belchertown senior righty
Ryan Gould didn’t allow a run
during the first six innings.

The Colts managed to score
three unearned runs with two
outs in the top of the seventh
inning.

The Orioles battled back
in the bottom half of the
final frame, but the vis-
iting team held on for a 3-2
win on a chilly afternoon at
the Belchertown High School
baseball field, last Wednesday.

“The bounces just went our
way in that last inning,” said

Chicopee Comp head coach
Justin Franczek. “Whenever
you can score multiple runs
in an inning, it’s always very
important.”

Haney, who suffered a 3-1
home loss to the Orioles at the
end of March, won his first
game of the regular season.

“It feels great to win today’s
game, especially after losing
to them earlier in the season,”’
said Haney, who’s also an out-
standing 3-pointer shooter for
the Colts varsity hoop team.
“They had a lot of base hits
against me the first time, but
I was able to throw a lot more

strikes in today’s game. This is
a big win for us.”
The road victory improved
Comp’s overall record to 4-5.
It was the first of three
consecutive games for Comp

Please see BATTLES,
page 10

Belchertown girls lacrosse outlasts Chicopee

SN
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Aubrey McLain is pressured by a COmp defender.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

BELCHERTOWN -
There was a lot of scoring
last Thursday afternoon, but
Belchertown girls lacrosse
was able to defeat Chicopee
14-9 with some late scor-
ing to secure the win. Lily
Tellier had seven goals for
the Orioles while McKenzie
LePage scored five teams to
lead the way. Chicopee got
five goals from Kiyah Price.
The Pacers are 4-3 while
Belchertown improved to 6-4
for the season.

Shannon FuIIer holds the ball Iooklng to
make a pass to nearby teammate.

3 PO _.',;'.fﬂ*
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A k4
Maddy Phllpott tries to plck up the loose ball.
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Orioles score big softball
win over Ludlow

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—
Entering their second
matchup of the regular
season on the softball dia-
mond, the Ludlow Lady
Lions occupied the top
spot in the Bi-County
league standings, with the
Belchertown Lady Orioles
close behind in second
place.

The Lady Orioles hopes
of moving into a first-place
tie with the Lady Lions
were dashed following a
9-2 home defeat on a chilly
afternoon, last Wednesday.

“We were able to score
some runs early in the
game, which is always very
important,” said Ludlow
head coach Missy Rocker.
“We’ve been hitting the
ball very well and pitching
very well so far this sea-
son. We’ve also limited our
errors.”

The Lady Lions, who
captured back-to-back
league titles in 2022
and 2023, celebrat-
ed a 9-6 home win in the
first meeting against the
Lady Orioles on April
1. They had a perfect 8-0
overall record and 7-0
league record follow-
ing last week’s road win.
They banged out a total
of 14 base hits against
Belchertown sophomore
righthander Madeline
Williams.

“This is the first time that
we’ve started the season
with an 8-0 since I've been
coaching the varsity team,”
Rocker added. “I’'m hoping
we can continue playing
well during the second half
of the regular season.”

The Lady Orioles, who
haven’t won a league title
since 2013, remained in
second place with a 7-2
overall record and league
record. Their previous six

games ended early due to
the 12-run mercy rule.

Belchertown hasn’t
defeated Ludlow on the
softball field since 2019.

“Ludlow is a talented
softball team, and they’re
probably going to win the
league title this year,” said
Belchertown head coach
Mike Lafayette. “Their
pitcher dominated today’s
game. We just need to con-
tinue working hard and
keep plugging away.”

Ludlow freshman
righthander Madison
Goncalves, who shares the
starting duties with soph-
omore Olivia Slatton, held
Belchertown to just one
base hit during the first five
innings.

Goncalves, who allowed
a total of five hits, issued
four walks and recorded ten
strikeouts.

“Madison has a lot of
potential, and I can’t wait
to see what the future holds
for her,” Rocker said. “We
have two outstanding pitch-
ers, who have different
pitching styles. Madison
has a very good change-up.”

Goncalves struck out
a season-high 11 bat-
ters in a 4-0 home shutout
win against league rival
Northampton on April 10.

Slatton, who was the
starting pitcher in first
meeting with Belchertown,
started at third base in last
Wednesday’s contest. She
went 2-for-4 with two RBI.

The Lady Lions, who
won’t be celebrating senior
day this spring, held a 3-0
lead before Goncalves
threw a pitch in the bottom
of the first inning.

Freshman shortstop Abby
Monette began the game
with a walk. Junior center-
fielder Caitlyn Peczka, who
was a perfect 4-for-4 with 3

Please see SOFTBALL,
page 10
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the diamond.

£ e -~ Emerson PALMER - Last Thursday

Boronski on a sunny, but breezy after-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI -~ Anthony Elliott sends a long delivers a noon, Pathfinder baseball

Zachary Latourelle sends a throw to first. throw to third. pitch. was ‘c‘iefeated 14-4 by SICS
-

Brody Wetnicka winds up for a throw across

at first.

at Legion Field in Palmer.
While Pathfinder was able to
get on the scoreboard, SICS
was able to score some early

Dayne Shanley takes the pickoff throw

runs to get ahead, and the
Pioneers could not match the
offense. Pathfinder fell to 0-8
on the regular season.
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T-Birds move to next round of playoffs

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
proved to be the comeback
kids for the second straight
night, defeating the Charlotte
Checkers 2-1 in overtime in
the deciding Game 3 of the
clubs’ First Round Calder
Cup Playoff series.

For a third straight game,
a Checkers blueliner broke
the ice within six minutes
of game action. With the
teams skating 4-on-4, Jack
Studnicka skated up the
right side before sliding a
pass across the slot to Tobias
Bjornfot, who flipped a wrist
shot past Georgi Romanov’s
glove hand at 5:58 to give
Charlotte the 1-0 advantage.

As he did in Game 2,
though, Romanov helped
stabilize the defensive zone,
turning away a sneaky back-
hand effort from Noah Gregor
and the remaining seven shots
that came his way in the
opening period.

Springfield’s offense only
got four shots on the net,
but chances began to arrive
late in the period, with Otto
Stenberg catching the post
on a sharp angle chance
and Julien Gauthier forc-
ing Charlotte goalie Cooper
Black to hold the fort on two
net-crashing efforts. The
T-Birds also got a power play
opportunity late in the period
that came up empty, then car-
ried a second man advantage
into the opening 1:38 of peri-
od two.

The Springfield power play
had a difficult time getting
offense established, and the
T-Birds were limited to just
eight shots for the duration
of period two, then failed to
get on the board with a power
play to open the third period
as well.

Despite the odds, Steve
Ott’s club continued to dig
deeper, and at 5:45 of the
third, a greasy goal changed

the T-Birds fortunes when
Chris Wagner rolled a puck
into the blue paint, where
Calle Rosen crashed the net
front and tucked it across the
line to even the score, 1-1.

Black and Romanov kept
things locked down for the
remainder of the third, forc-
ing the winner-take-all game
into sudden death overtime.

Springfield managed just
two shots in the extra period,
but the second of those two,
at 14:54 of the frame, proved
to be the dagger as former
Checker Julien Gauthier pow-
er-drove the right side of the
net, flipping a backhander
that glanced off the post, then
off Black’s backside before
finding its way home for the
series-clinching goal.

The T-Birds now move on
to face the Providence Bruins
in the Atlantic Division
Semifinals; Game 1 is slated
for Friday, May 1 at 7:05 p.m.
at Amica Mutual Pavilion.

BATTLE from page 9

during the school vacation
week.

The following night, the
Colts suffered a 12-11 loss
to archrival Chicopee High
School at Dunkin’ Park in
Hartford. They got back into
the win column by celebrat-
ing a 16-15 home win against
Ludlow last Friday.

Haney, who’s a sec-
ond year member of the
Colts varsity baseball team,
was selected to play in the
Massachusetts Baseball
Coaches Association
Sophomore All-Star Game a
year ago. He was named as
the game’s MVP.

“Jacoby didn’t play base-
ball as a freshman,” Franczek
said. “He joined our team
last year and had a very good
season. I nominated him
for the sophomore All-Star
game in Malden. He’s a great
shooter in basketball and
played football for the first
time last fall.”

In his start at Belchertown,
Haney allowed two runs (one
earned) on three base hits
with three walks and eight
strikeouts. He threw a total of
93 pitches in seven innings.

Gould, who also went
the distance, gave up three
unearned runs on five hits.
He walked two and recorded
12 K’s.

“Ryan pitched well during
the first six innings,” said
Belchertown head coach

Evan Berneche. “We just
didn’t execute very well
defensively in the final
inning. The game should’ve
still been scoreless entering
the bottom of the seventh
inning.”

The Orioles also had a 4-5
overall record following the
home loss.

Gould, who finished his
outing with 107 pitches, has
committed to playing college
baseball at R.P.I. next year.

Both teams stranded run-
ners in scoring position
during the first six frames.

With one-out in the top of
the first, Comp senior sec-
ond baseman Zach Bajgier
drew a walk before advanc-
ing to second base on a wild
pitch. Haney followed with
an infield hit putting runners
on the corners.

The Colts threat ended
quickly, as Gould picked off
his counterpart at first base
before ending the inning with
a groundball out to third.

Belchertown senior first
baseman Canyon Charron
blasted a double to center-
field leading off the sec-
ond inning. Haney retired
the next three batters on a
groundout and two strikeouts.

With two outs in the next
inning, senior second base-
man Nathan Marino walked
before stealing second.
Haney retired the next batter
on a flyball to right.

Gould reached base fol-
lowing a fielding error with

two outs in the fourth. He
stole second, but the inning
ended with a strikeout.

Gould retired 13 batters in
a row, which included strik-
ing out the first two batters
that he faced in the seventh
inning.

Then Comp senior center-
fielder Jaylen Gonzalez hit a
tapper in front of the plate. It
could’ve been the final out of
the inning, but Gonzalez was
safe at first base following a
throwing error by the catcher,
which opened the floodgates.

Gonzalez stole second
base before crossing the
plate with the game’s first
run when junior right fielder
John Rentas singled to right.
Senior third baseman Tanner
Martell and freshman DH
Brayden Klett also singled,
driving home the other two
runs. The Colts sent nine bat-
ters to the plate before Gould
recorded his final strikeout of
the game.

Sophomore pinch hit-
ter Alex Rycek was safe at
first base following a field-
ing error by the shortstop
leading off the home half of
the inning. Junior catcher
Jonathan Perron also drew a
walk.

A sacrifice bunt by junior
third baseman Dustin Braid
scored the Orioles’ first run.
Another other run was also
scored on a bunt hit by senior
right fielder Joe Minnon.

6 -

39

43

46
49
- 51
CLUES ACROSS 27. Unexciting 52. Soviet Socialist ~ 23. Car mechanics
1. Purchase 29. American Republic group
4. British news comedian Vidale 24. Buffer used in
organization 30. Peyton’s little CLUES DOWN chemistry
7. Midway between brother 1. Type of whale 27. Fall heavily
northeast and 31. Corporate 2. In tune 28. Pie _ __ mode
east higher-up 3. A citizen of 29. The Brits love it
8. Language 32. “All'in the Yemen 31. Children’s TV
specialist group Family” star 4. Actress Ling channel (abbr.)
10. Fancy 39. Strike something 5. One who 32. Jacksonville
automobile forcefully supports footballer

12. Small loop or

41. Up in the air

series of loops (abbr.)

13. Exploiter 42, Clay earth

14. Don’t know pigments
when yet 43. Means to record

16. Group of brain activity
languages 44, Small

17. One who’s constellation
finished 45. Embraces

19. After B 46. Brief description

20. Angled 48. Exclude

21. A place to adopt  49. White (French)
pets 50. Insect

25. Swiss river
26. Young boy

51. A major division
of geological time

6. Circus performer

8. Yearly tonnage
(abbr.)

9. Quantitative fact

11. Utah city

14. Where a golfer
begins

15. Attendant

18. The ancient
Egyptian sun god

19. Book of
Chronicles (abbr.)

20. Benedictine
monk

22. Not turbulent

33. Helps little firms

34. __and behold

35. A way to resemble

36. Fingers

37. Excessive
indulgences

38. You might be an
“empty” one

39. “How the West
Was Won” writer

40. European river

44. They begin the
alphabet

47. The body’s
messenger

Gagnon getﬁ-

second

milestone

GRANBY - Last Monday
afternoon, Granby High School
boys volleyball, which is in its
sixth year as a varsity program,
defeated Holyoke 3-0. In the
win, Jake Gagnon scored his
500th career kill. He has that to
go with 1,000th career assists,
achieved earlier this season.
He had eight in the sweep of
Holyoke while Nathan Walsh
also contributed eight kills.
Granby is now 8-4 on the sea-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Duran Garden tries to sneak the ball over the

net.
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Jake Gagnon gets a big spike for the Rams.

in play.

- Nathan Walsh looks
for a point.

Daniel Santiago goes low to keep the ball

SOFTBALL from page 9

RBI, followed with a single
down the third base line.

Ludlow took a 1-0 lead
when Slatton hit a double
down the left field line scor-
ing Monette. The Lady Lions
plated their other two runs in
the opening frame on a sacri-
fice fly to left by sophomore
catcher Madelyn Goncalves-
Korny and a flyball single to
right field by Goncalves.

The Lady Orioles, who
only have three seniors,
scored a run in the bottom
half of the opening frame
without the benefit of a base
hit.

Junior shortstop Emily
Waller and sophomore catch-
er Kina Roy began the inning
with back-to-back walks.
Then junior second baseman

hit a groundball to sopho-
more first baseman Marlie
Fuentes. Waller was able to
score from second base on
the play.

With one-out in the follow-
ing inning, Peczka smashed
a two-run double to center
field. The ball glanced off the
glove of sophomore center-
fielder Alexa Raymer before
she fell over the portable
fence.

Raymer made her first var-
sity start in place of senior
Loralai Smith. She made a
total of four putouts, includ-
ing an outstanding catch in
the fourth inning.

“Our normal centerfield-
er is sick, so Alexa started
her first varsity game today,”
Lafayette said. “She made a
couple of nice catches.”

The deadline for submissions for this sports section
is the Monday before publication by noon.
To send in information, confact Sports Editor at 413-283-8393, send

an e-mail to sports@turley.com or send it through the mail fo:
Turley Publications ¢/o Sports Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

The Lady Lions scored an
unearned run in the third giv-
ing them a 6-1 advantage.

Ludlow added three more
runs with two outs in the top
of the sixth inning.

Peczka and Slatton deliv-
ered RBI singles before
Goncalves-Korny hit a run
scoring double to center
field.

With one-out in the bottom
of the sixth, Kina Roy belted
a line-drive home run over
the left field fence.

It was Roy’s first home run
in a varsity game.

The Lady Orioles rally
continued with singles by
Mitus and junior third base-
man Lila Roy (2-for-3).
Senior left fielder Abigail
Almeida also walked, but
the home team had a run-
ner tagged out at the plate
before the inning ended with
a strikeout.

The third meeting between
the two neighboring high
schools could take place
during the Western Mass
Class B tournament or the
Division 3 state tournament.
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i POLICE LOGS

Belchertown
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in
the Belchertown Police log
and arrests for the weeks of
April 17, through April 23.
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the
police department based on
the review of the detailed
log summary. This feature is
designed to provide context
and explanation to some of
the calls police respond to
every day.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Friday, April 17

12:03 p.m. — A 50-year-old
Ware man was issued a sum-
mons on charges of shoplift-
ing. A state street business
reported larceny of a product
and the person walked out
the store with the item. It was
believed the person took a
public transit bus out of the
area.

Saturday, April 18

9:40 p.m. — A 36-year-old
Mineola, New York woman
who was issued a summons
for unlicensed operation of
a motor vehicle. An officer
on patrol on State Street saw
a vehicle come to stop and
not move forward, another
vehicle honked and the vehi-
cle then pulled into Stadler
Street. The officer then
identified the operator and
the person had a suspended
license for failing to appear
for a court date. The officer
stopped the vehicle and a
citation was issued.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, April 17

8:34 a.m. — A North Main
Street resident reported dam-
age to their motor vehicle.
It appeared the paint was
scraped on top left corner of
the windshield. The matter
was documented.

12:15 p.m. — An officer
responded to a disturbance
on Summit Street. There was
report of a person screaming
and the officer found there
was an argument between
residents.

2:54 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to a Federal
Street residence for a report
of suspicious activity. They
saw a vehicle on the proper-
ty via security footage. The
time of the event didn’t cor-
respondent with the timing
of the event and the person
was gone before the officer’s
arrival. A check of the prop-
erty was done and footage
of the incident was obtained.
The matter was documented.

3:15 p.m. — An officer
responded to assist a resident
on Town Beach Road about
an acquaintance who comes

to the residence uninvited.
There were allegations of
inappropriate behavior. The
incident was documented.

Saturday, April 18

9:45 p.m. — An officer
responded to a Jabish Street
business for a report of a
vehicle that was on fire. The
vehicle was fully engulfed.
Belchertown Police and Fire
responded to the scene. The
engulfed vehicle was parked
next to another vehicle which
also caught fire. It was extin-
guished. It was believed to be
accidental.

Monday, April 20

10:47 a.m. — A person
reported their Facebook
account was hacked, every-
thing was changed and they
couldn’t access anything. The
account began selling things
posing as another person and
falsely posted items. They
created a fake driver’s license
using the person’s informa-
tion. The person was advised
to check with their bank
accounts.

5:54 p.m. — An officer
investigated a report of a
person urinating outside of a
location.

Tuesday, April 21

4:51 p.m. — A person was
looking for an apartment to
rent when they came across
a Facebook post, they were
asked to fill out an applica-
tion and pay a fee to apply.
The person was then told to
send a gift card. The scam-
mer via Facebook asked for
more money. The person was
also told they needed to have
the application reviewed by
an attorney. The person then
figured out it was a scam.

10:08 p.m. — An offi-
cer responded to report of a
suspicious person ringing a
doorbell and walking toward
Granby. The person was
located and identified. The
person was determined to
be homeless. They said they
needed medical services,
and they were transported by
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics.

Wednesday, April 22

11:16 a.m. — A person
came to the lobby to request
a wellbeing check on a rel-
ative.

4:33 p.m. — A circular saw
was located on main street
around the common. It was
placed into property for safe
keeping.

6:20 p.m. — An officer took
a report of a vehicle that was
shot with a BB or pellet gun
on Keyes Street. The officer
spoke with the reporting per-
son, and the matter was doc-
umented. They were told to
contact their insurance com-

pany.

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL S,

REPAIRS

3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)
BELCHERTOWN

% 323-5051

7 g ¥
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs  Snow Plow ¢ Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?
Stop in and see our exclusive
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

Ambherst Welding, Inc.
@13) 253-4867

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA

WE HAVE MOVED!
115 North Main, Belchertown

= IR RIVER=-

HEATING & OIL COMPANY
Sheet Metal Fabrication
Is Our Specialty
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery
® 24 hr. Burner Service
* Replacement of Furnaces
& Boilers
¢ New Construction
& Renovations
* New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

Thursday, April 23

8:31 a.m. — An officer
responded to a property to
speak with neighbors about a
property line dispute.

11:43 a.m. — An officer
responded to Bay Road for
an accident. A vehicle trav-
eling on Bay Road avoided
a deer in the roadway then a
second deer struck the vehi-
cle on the driver’s side. The
deer was still alive and the
vehicle was able to be driven
from the scene.

1:51 p.m. — An officer
responded to Boardman
Road for a report of illegal
dumping. they were on a
walk in the area when a large
pile of trash with building
materials desks and chairs.
They said it was likely
dumped by a trash vehicle.
they were going to try to con-
tact the utility company that
owned the property.

Granby
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby
Police Department respond-
ed to 120 calls for the week
of April 17, through April 23.
Those arrested are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. The Granby
Police Department provides
all information.

Friday, April 17

2:59 a.m. — A motor-
ist reported a motor vehicle
crashed into a tree on West
Street at Burnett Street. The
motorist further reported that
no one was in the vehicle.
Officer responded and con-
firmed the reports. The area
was searched and no one was
located. The operator was
contacted and later issued a
criminal citation for failing to
stop for a stop sign and leav-
ing the scene of a property
damage accident.

11:13 p.m. — While on
patrol, an officer observed
a vehicle traveling at a high
rate of speed. Radar con-
firmed the vehicle was trav-
eling at 65MPH in a posted
35MPH zone. The vehicle
was stopped and the operator
was issued a civil citation for
speeding.

Monday, April 20
1:21 p.m. — A resident
reported that dump trucks
were illegally dumping mill-
ing on her property. An inci-
dent report was completed.

Wednesday, April 22
1:57 p.m. — A motorist
reported a two-car accident
in the parking lot. There were
no injuries.

Thursday, April 23
1:35 p.m. — A motorist
reported a two-car accident
on West State Street. There
were no injuries.

BUSINESS

GONNECGTIO

Complete A/C Service
Glass Installations
Used Cars ¢ Windshields
Expert Body & Fender
Repair ¢ Painting

REECE

AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES
Old Springfield Road

Belchertown
Visa-Mastercard Accepted

Pazmany named executive director
of Downtown Amherst Foundation

AMHERST - The
Downtown Amherst
Foundation (DAF) has
named Claudia Pazmany
its new executive direc-
tor, bringing a familiar
downtown leader back to
Ambherst in a role focused
fully on the Foundation and
its signature cultural enter-
prise, The Drake. Her first
day will be June 1.

“Bringing Claudia onto
this team feels like the
most natural next step,”
said Gabrielle Gould, pres-
ident of the Downtown
Ambherst Foundation Board
of Directors. “I truly can’t
imagine a better person to
join us at this moment in
our growth.”

Gould said the hire marks
an important step as The
Drake builds on four years
of momentum as a destina-
tion for live music, commu-
nity gathering, and down-
town energy.

“The Drake has thrived
because of the support of
our community and key
partners across Ambherst,”
Gould said. “We’re grateful
to everyone who has helped
bring us this far and to the

generosity that is allowing
us to take this next step
toward long-term sustain-
ability and success.”

Pazmany previously
served as executive direc-
tor of the Amherst Area
Chamber of Commerce
from 2019 to 2024, where
she was a visible advocate
for local businesses and
the vitality of downtown.
She most recently served
as chief development offi-
cer for Martin Luther
King Jr. Family Services
in Springfield, helping
advance fundraising, part-
nerships, and new initia-
tives.

That combination of
downtown knowledge,
nonprofit leadership, and
community-building expe-
rience makes Pazmany well
positioned to guide the
Foundation’s next chapter.

“My time at Martin
Luther King, Jr. Family
Services has been profound-
ly shaping,” Pazmany said.
“I’m proud of what we built
together - from launching
inaugural events and state-
wide collaborations to
strengthening partnerships

and laying the groundwork
for sustainable fundrais-
ing. I remain dedicated to
advancing its mission as a
volunteer.”

“As I step into this new
role, I bring that same com-
mitment to community,
belonging, and bold, collab-
orative growth,” she said.
“I’m excited to help expand
the reach of the arts across
our communities, deep-
en access, widen partici-
pation, and help shape the
next chapter of The Drake’s
impact in Ambherst.”

A longtime Amherst res-
ident, Pazmany returns to
downtown with deep roots
in the community and a
strong commitment to its
civic, cultural, and econom-
ic life.

The Downtown Amherst
Foundation is a nonprof-
it 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to strengthening
downtown Amherst through
arts, culture, communi-
ty partnership, and place-
based initiatives and ensur-
ing a thriving, beautiful,
and diverse cultural college
community.

The ‘0ld Bag Sale’ is back

Sale to benefit the Stone

House Museum

BELCHERTOWN - The Stonehouse
Museum’s opening day is Saturday, May 9
and the hugely popular Old Bag sale will be

there again.

The museum needs your help to make this
event a big success. We are collecting gen-
tly used bags, pocketbooks, purses, wallets,
backpacks, etc. (please no suitcases).

Now is the time to clean out your closets 2
and donate. Spread the word to friends and

family as well.

Donation bins have been placed in several
locations around town including the Senior
Center, Clapp Memorial Library, Town Hall,

Pine Valley Plantation mail
room, Bell and Hudson insur-
ance Agency, Easthampton
Savings Bank, Swift River
Gift Shop, Tina Marie’s
Hair and Boutique, Eclipz
Salon, Rannsaka Gift
Shop, Dynamic Do’s,
Making Waves Salon,
Looks To Kill Salon,
and Station Five
Salon. We also have
collection
bins in Granby

|

 —

at the Granby

Senior Center and the Granby Free Library.
Collections end May 1 so do not delay. Help
us make this this fundraiser a big success.

Wistariahurst Museum: Mother’s Day Plant Sale

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum wel-
comes spring with the sec-
ond annual Mother’s Day
Market being held Saturday,
May 2 from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. This event features a
variety of vendors selling
locally made products such
as art, jewelry, and food.
Vendors will be stationed
indoors throughout the first
floor of the museum. As
guests shop and explore,
the Brookline Trio will be
playing live music for visi-
tors to enjoy. Guests are also
welcome inside the Carriage
House as well, where they
can shop our gift shop, take
photos in the carriage, and
view the frog circus.

During the event, visi-

SEPTIC
PUMPING

* pumping
 new installation
e repairs
* Title 5 inspection
omplet®
¢ Septic Service LLC

Jason Lafleur e David Kibbe

413-323-4327

tors can also participate in
a free hands-on clay experi-
ence and cup exchange with
Pots on Wheels. The Pots on
Wheels truck will be parked
in Wistariahurst’s driveway,
ready for guests to come on
board and get creative. Come
make a cup and take a cup
home! During the Mother’s
Day Market from 10 a.m.
to 12 noon, Wistariahurst’s
gardeners will be hosting the
first on-site plant sale of the
season. Witariahurst has an
array of annuals and peren-
nials to brighten up any gar-
den. Best of all, visitors can
take home one plant for free
thanks to Bank ESB, who is
sponsoring this event. There
is a limited supply of free
plants, so make sure not to

SAVE

1 0% OFF

Select Lawn & Garden
And Marine Batteries

miss out.

Wistariahurst Museum’s
Mother’s Day Market offers
something for everyone.
From plans, to textile pieces
and prints, vases, and home
decor- you’re bound to find
something your parent will
love. This event is admis-
sion-free and open to the
public, so that all can cele-
brate their beloved maternal
figures.

Registration for this event
is encouraged. Register on
Wistariahurst’s Eventbrite
page: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/2026-mothers-day-
market-and-plant-sale-tick-
ets-1985448051569? aff=od-
dtdtcreator&keep_tld=true

.
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Belchertovwn Auto Partls

116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA

(413) 323-7661

NAPA AUTO PARTS: (W8P AUTO PARTS

OR 323-9296

Get the
Good Stuff

SPECIALIZING IN

ROBERTS RO

Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing ® Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 o Cell 413-237-9434 ===

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/,
Trusted Name Since 1982

Turley't')

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Proud publishers of

12 community newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise
your business here
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MISCELLANEOUS

2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER,
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 Ibs. Used
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500,
413-244-4520.

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

TAG SALE

FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND
SATURDAY, MAY 9, 8am-3pm.
Rain/shine. 63 Walker Rd., Wales.
Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***xxx*xA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

Call us at 413.283.8393

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY
Spring Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

- HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall +
Painting * & morel

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33; 2 SLIDE-OUTS,
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD -(413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills

Circulation:

@q

-]
R

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

]
A Call We Haul :
FAST REMOVAL 1111z
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. ” DENTEZ
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED / ), \
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Basg Prcs
21 Betrnse | 22 Besgron| 23 o B a0
25 Besianen | 26 S0 | 27 Beigesy| 28 Beeabo0
2 B | 30 Baserrica| 31 Besgaise| 32 B0
33 Bty | 34 Baseprica| 39 e B a0
3 Besgain | 38 Beseiang| 39 Bty 40 B0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

d& BROOKFELD
BRMFELD
STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

LABORERS AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Positions available with local work. Proper
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate

with experience. Transportation required.
Email:

bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com

with your resume and for more information.

The Town Oakham is seeking
an experienced
LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
to join the Highway department.
Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr
depending on experience.

For a full job description
and job application please visit:
ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department
or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

WEST BROOKFIELD. Clean 2 bed-
room, 1 bath mobile home in over 55 park.
508-867-7972

|_FORRENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

o o B
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

Subscribe Today!

TurIeyY)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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I PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
Charles J. Lydon and Elaine
A. Lydon to UMass Five Col-
lege Federal Credit Union, said
mortgage being dated Decem-
ber 5, 2014, and recorded in the
Hampshire County Registry of
Deeds in Book 11823, Page 134,
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing, the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 11:00 A.M.
on Wednesday, May 13, 2026,
upon the premises described in
said mortgage, namely 89 Green
Avenue, Belchertown, Hamp-
shire County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, to wit:

THE LAND IN BELCHER-
TOWN, HAMPSHIRE COUN-
TY, MASSACHUSETTS
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:

TRACT I:

BEGINNING AT A POINT
ON THE SOUTHERLY SIDE
OF GREEN AVENUE, WHICH
POINT IS THE WESTERLY
SIDE OF THE INTERSEC-
TION OF GREEN AVENUE
AND A RIGHT OF WAY
LEADING FROM GREEN
AVENUE TO THE PREMIS-
ES NOW OR FORMERLY
OF GEORGE H.B. GREEN
KNOWN AS THE “CARVER
LOT”; THENCE RUNNING
WESTERLY ALONG SAID
GREEN AVENUE TWO HUN-
DRED SIXTEEN (216) FEET
AND THENCE RUNNING IN
A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION
ALONG LAND NOW OR
FORMERLY OF WILLIAM
CHARLES BELMONT AND
WILLIAM BELMONT, JR.

EIGHTY-THREE (83) FEET,
MORE OR LESS, TO A STAKE;
THENCE RUNNING EASTER-
LY ALONG SAID LAND OF
WILLIAM CHARLES BEL-
MONT AND WILLIAM BEL-
MONT, JR. FIVE HUNDRED
AND FIVE (505) FEET TO THE
WESTERLY SIDE OF SAID
RIGHT OF WAY; THENCE
NORTHERLY ALONG SAID
RIGHT OF WAY FOUR HUN-
DRED SEVENTY-FIVE (475)
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING.
SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF
ALL PERSONS LAWFULLY
ENTITLED THERETO, TO
USE THE RIGHT OF WAY
WHICH RUNS ALONG THE
EASTERLY LINE OF THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED PREM-
ISES.

BEING THE SAME PREMIS-
ES CONVEYED TO CHARLES
J. LYDON BY DEED OF
ELAINE A LYDON DATED
OCTOBER 14, 1977 AND RE-
CORDED IN SAID REGISTRY
OF DEEDS IN BOOK 1985,
PAGE 67.

TRACT 2:

BEGINNING AT A POINT
ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE
OF GREEN AVENUE, WHICH
POINT MARKS THE WEST-
ERLY SIDE OF THE INTER-
SECTION OF GREEN AVE-
NUE AND THE BROOK THAT
PASSES UNDER THE ROAD;
THENCE WESTERLY ALONG
THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF
GREEN AVENUE TWO HUN-
DRED TEN (210) FEET, MORE
OR LESS, TO A RIGHT OF
WAY LEADING FROM GREEN
AVENUE TO THE PREMIS-
ES NOW OR FORMERLY
OF GEORGE H.B; GREEN,
KNOWN AS THE “CARRIER
LOT”; THENCE SOUTHERLY
FOUR HUNDRED SEVEN-
TY-FIVE (475) FEET, MORE
OR LESS, ALONG LAND NOW

The Sentinel

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

OR FORMERLY OF ROBERT
D. BLAKESLEE TO A POINT;
THENCE  NORTHWESTER-
LY ALONG SAID OTHER
LAND OF BLAKESLEE FIVE
HUNDRED FIVE (505) FEET,
MORE OR LESS, TO A STAKE;
THENCE SOUTHERLY ONE
HUNDRED TEN (110) FEET,
MORE OR LESS, TO A STAKE
IN A STONE WAIL (SIC);
THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY
THREE HUNDRED (300) FEET,
MORE OR LESS, ALONG
LAND NOW OR FORMER-
LY OF WILLIAM CHARLES
BELMONT AND WILLIAM
BELMONT, JR. TO A STAKE
AND STONE WALL, CORNER;
THENCE RUNNING NORTH-
ERLY ALONG SAID BEL-
MONT PROPERTY THREE
HUNDRED (300) FEET, MORE
OR LESS, TO THE AFORE-
MENTIONED RIGHT OF WAY;
CONTINUING NORTHERLY
ACROSS SAID RIGHT OF WAY
AND ALONG LAND OWNED
NOW OR FORMERLY BY
SAID GEORGE H.B. GREEN
FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY (450)
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO
THE WESTeRLY SIDE OF THE
AFOREMENTIONED BROOK;
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY
ALONG SAID BROOK FIVE
HUNDRED (500) FEET. MORE
OR LESS, TO THE PLACE OF
BEGINNING.

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO ELAINE
A. LYDON BY DEED OF
CHARLES J. LYDON DATED
OCTOBER 14, 1977 AND RE-
CORDED WITH SAID REG-
ISTRY OF DEEDS IN BOOK
1985, PAGE 68.

SUBJECT TO RESTRIC-
TIONS, RESERVATIONS,
EASEMENTS, COVENANTS,
OIL, GAS OR MINERAL
RIGHTS OF RECORD, IF ANY.

BEING THE SAME PREMIS-

ES CONVEYED TO CHARLES
J. LYDON AND ELAINE A.
LYDON, HUSBAND AND
WIFE, AS TENANTS BY THE
ENTIRETY FROM CHARLES
J. LYDON AND ELAINE A.
LYDON BY DEED DATED
3/31/1997, AND RECORDED
ON 4/4/1997, AT BOOK 5089,
PAGE 275, IN HAMPSHIRE
COUNTY, MA.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of
any and all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding
tax title, municipal or other
public taxes, assessments, liens
or claims in the nature of liens,
rights of parties in possession,
and existing encumbrances of
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or
not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
Deed.

No representations, express or
implied, are made with respect to
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder
will be responsible for paying the
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE: The
highest bidder in the sale shall
be required to deposit cash,
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS
($10,000.00) at the time and the
place of the sale of the premises
to qualify as a bidder (the present
holder of the mortgage is exempt
from this requirement) to be held
by the Mortgagee. The success-
ful bidder will also be required
to deposit an additional sum
equal to ten percent (10%) of the
amount bid less the $10,000.00
deposit (but no less than $10,000)
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Turley Publications
| will print
your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE

in our

SUMMERFEST
Supplement which
publishes June 3.

Deadline for submissions
is May 6.

Community
Summer Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name

with the Mortgagee’s auction-
eer, Aaron Posnik & Co., Inc.,
31 Capital Drive, West Spring-
field, Massachusetts 01089 or
the Mortgagees attorney as may
be directed within five (5) days
of the date of the sale to be held
by the Mortgagee, and the bal-
ance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified or bank
treasurer’s check at the closing
which shall occur within thirty
(30) days after the date of fore-
closure sale, time being of the
essence, unless the Mortgagee
agrees otherwise. The successful
bidder at the sale will also be re-
quired to pay a buyer’s premium
of 5% and shall be required to
sign a Memorandum of Terms of
Sale containing the above terms
at the auction sale.

In the event that the successful
bidder at the public auction shall
default in purchasing the within
described property according to
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the
Mortgagee reserves the right, at
its election, to sell the property
to the second highest bidder at
the public auction provided that
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may
require (1) said second highest
bidder to deposit the amount of
the required deposit as set forth
herein within three (3) business
days after written notice to the
second highest bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder
to execute a Memorandum of
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of
said written notice, time being of
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise. The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell
any parcel or any portion thereof
separately, or in any order that
Mortgagee may choose and/or to

postpone this sale to a later time
or date by public proclamation at
the time and date appointed for
the sale and to further postpone
any adjourned sale date by public
proclamation at the time and date
appointed for the adjourned sale
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

UMass Five College Federal
Credit Union

Present Holder of said Mortgage
By /s/ David A. Lavenburg
David A. Lavenburg,
Its Attorney
BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 781-0560

04/16, 04/23, 04/30/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, he sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

A

newspaper title.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
® &6 6 06 6 6 06 6 6 6 606 6 66 66 06 o 6 6 o o o o o o o

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.
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From cozy outdoor living rooms to
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every
deck that our craftsmen build is designed,
engineered, and constructed with quality,
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a
stunning, long-lasting reality.
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