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GRANBY -   West Street 
School is being transformed into 
municipal office buildings.  The 
once beloved elementary school, 
which has been left in status 
since 2018, will now have new 

life as the main office for the 
town’s building inspector and 
local municipal offices.  State 
senator Jake Oliveira and Select 
Board members shoveled cer-
emonial dirt on April 28th in a 
dedication ceremony that hon-
ored the memory of the school 
while also explaining its future 

to the community.
“While its role is changing, 

its importance in the community 
remains as strong as ever,” said 
Town Moderator Lynn Snopek 
Mercier during the commemo-
ration speech.  “Today we begin 
an exciting new chapter.  We are 
transforming this former school 

into municipal offices and we 
are breathing new life into a 
space that has always served the 
public.”

The project began in earnest 
in August 2022, when a group 
of concerned citizens went to 

New life breathed into New life breathed into 
former former West Street School

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Senator Jake Oliveira, Granby Select Board 

members, and Town Moderator Lynn Mercier 
toss ceremonial dirt representing the new soil 

unearthed for the new municipal building.

Public comment rules and 
survey fatigue explored

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The Select Board’s 
advanced land conservation, tightened pub-
lic comment rules and weighed communi-
ty engagement challenges Monday night, as 
members moved through a packed agenda 
ahead of next week’s Town Meeting and the 
town’s spring schedule.

The May 4 meeting featured endorsement 
of a 127‑acre land purchase to be funded 
largely by grants, appointment of a planning 
board alternate, a Pride Month proclamation 
and a lengthy discussion on how to man-
age public comment and resident surveys. 
Officials also reviewed a proposed dog train-
ing facility, town meeting accessibility plans 
and ongoing infrastructure projects.

The board unanimously endorsed a pur-
chase-and-sale agreement for roughly 127 
acres known as the Lawton and Hale property, 
a deal structured so that state and conserva-
tion funding will ultimately cover the cost.

Town Planner Doug Albertson told the 
board the town had just received word it was 
awarded a state Forest Reserve grant. “We 
have an opportunity to buy 127 acres of land, 
ultimately, at no cost to the town,” he said.

Select Board member Nicole Miner asked 
that the financial details be clearly explained 
at Town Meeting, so residents are not alarmed 
by large dollar figures on the warrant. 

SB discuss 
land deal

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent 

GRANBY – Residents 
heading into town meeting 
face a budget shaped by ris-
ing health insurance costs, 
shrinking free cash and deci-
sions on schools, trash col-
lection and infrastructure that 
could redefine the services 
the town can afford.

At an April 21 Finance 
Committee meeting, mem-
bers described a town bud-
get that technically balances 
for the coming fiscal year but 
relies heavily on one‑time 

money, faces pressure from 
runaway health insurance 
and trash costs and leaves 
big unanswered questions 
about school spending, infra-
structure like the Forge Pond 
dam and whether Granby can 
continue to fund the same 
level of services without tax 
increases or cuts.

Finance Committee Chair 
John Libera told colleagues, 
the town is edging toward a 
point where difficult choices 
on taxes and services can no 
longer be delayed.

“As we basically said last 
year, you’re either going to 
have to raise taxes or else 

somebody is going to get 
hurt,” Libera said of the com-

ing years of budgeting pres-
sure. He added that “some 
departments are going to get 
hurt. Some operations are 
going to get hurt. Some ser-
vices people have been used 
to are going to get hurt” if 
revenues don’t keep up.

Committee members did a 
walk through how the budget 
is built, why this year feels 
different and what big stress 
points to watch for in the 
warrant and budget booklet.

How the budget is built — 
and what “the budget” really 
means

By town bylaw, the town 
administrator assembles 

a balanced draft budget by 
meeting with departments 
and crunching  revenue 
projections. That draft is 
then handed to the Finance 
Committee, which has the 
legal authority to present the 
final budget to voters.

“By the bylaws of the 
town,  i t ’s  the  Finance 
Committee that determines 
what the final budget is to 
go to the voters at the town 
meeting,” Libera said. “It’s 
the Finance Committee’s 
budget, it goes to town meet-
ing.”

That budget covers oper-
ating expenses like salaries, 

routine supplies and recur-
ring costs for departments 
ranging from police and fire 
to highway, buildings and the 
library. But it is only part of 
what the town spends in a 
year.

All the big, infrequent pur-
chases and projects — police 
cruisers, dump trucks, major 
capital work — are funded 
through warrant articles, not 
the operating budget.

“The budget people think 
of as all the money we spend. 
That’s not the budget,” Libera 

Granby  officials warn of looming ‘financial cliff ’ ahead of ATM

Name this birdName this bird
By Ben Hernandez

Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY – 
State representatives gath-
ered at the Village Green 
in South Hadley on Apr. 
26 to speak on commu-
nity voting engagement 
and voter empowerment.  
Through the two-hour event, 
Massachuse t t s  Sena tor 
Jake Oliveira and State 
Rep re sen t a t ive  Homar 
Gomez spoke on the coun-
try’s voting history, the pro-
posed SAVE act, and the 
importance of voting in local 
elections.

Partnered with the League 
of Women Voters Amherst, 
the first MHC Votes! event 
was created to bridge the gap 
between local government 
and the community.  State 
government officials made 

speeches, educated the pub-
lic on local government roles 
and responsibilities, and 
fielded questions from the 

public.    
“We really wanted to cre-

ate a place where we could 
combine our student popu-

lation with the local com-
munity,” said Bailey Dillon, 
the senator for MHC Votes; 
a student advocacy group 
run from Mount Holyoke 
College created with the 
express purpose of “bring-
ing voting accessibility to all 
levels.”

Voter accessibility was in 
the minds of all the speakers 
attending.  Oliveira’s speech 
highlighted how equal voting 
is a recent invention, taking 
over one hundred years to 
include women and minori-
ties in the voting process.  
He also mentioned that one 
hundred years ago, non-land-
owners wouldn’t be able to 
serve in office, a stipulation 
that he mentioned that would 
disqualify him from his cur-
rent position.

MHC Votes! hosts voting advocacy event

Belchertown resident Tracy Cayo recently sub-
mitted a photo of a bird she said she did not rec-
ognize. It was on George Hannum St. If anyone 
recognizes what kind of bird this is, please contact 
sentinel@turley.com                              SUBMITTED PHOTO

TURLEY PHOTO BY BEN HERNANDEZ
MHC Votes representatives before the event.

“As we basically 
said last year, 
you’re either 

going to have to 
raise taxes or else 
somebody is going 

to get hurt.”
- John Libera

Please see GRANBY ATM, 
page 3

Please see LAND DEAL, page 4

Please see MHC, page8

Please see WEST ST., page 7
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!
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Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

Your Local Home Town REALTOR® Since 2007 
EXPERIENCE | KNOWLEDGE | PERSONAL ATTENTION 

Excellent Service • Exceptional Results 

413.221.5230 
“Glad I put my trust in Jim!”  

Jim.Potter@Raveis.com 
200 Triangle Street | Amherst, MA 01002 

BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE 

PROGRAM

BELCHERTOWN 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR

The Belchertown Public School District is now accept-
ing applications for the following School Choice openings 
for the 2026-2027 school year: 

Grade       Openings Grade Openings
Grade K 3 Grade 6 1
Grade 1 3 Grade 7 7
Grade 2 3 Grade 8 7
Grade 3 1 Grade 9 14
Grade 4 2 Grade 10         14
Grade 5 1
The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation 

and tradition to provide positive educational experiences 
for all of our students through quality programs, dynamic 
teaching and healthy relationships  

The deadline for submitting a complete application 
is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 29, 2026.

The selection of non-resident students for admission 
will be in the form of a random drawing when the number 
of requests exceeds the number of available spaces.   There 
will be two drawings for this purpose.  The first will take 
place on May 29, 2026, and in the event of unexpected 
additional openings, a second drawing will be conducted 
on August 15, 2026.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at 
www.belchertownps.org or picked up at 14 Maple St., 
Belchertown, MA 01007.  

7 papers / /total $490.00 / week 

2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN 
FINANCE COMMITTE VACANCY

Belchertown is looking for a volunteer to fill an anticipated 
vacancy on the Town Finance Committee. The Finance 
Committee consists of five members, each with a three-year 
term. The primary duties of the Committee are to advise and 
make recommendations for the Annual Town Meeting and any 
Special Town Meeting regarding the budget and other areas of 
finance. Members are required to attend regularly scheduled 
public meetings and any special meetings as needed.

If you are interested in an appointment to the Finance 
Committee, please send a letter of interest to the Select 
Board’s Office outlining your background in finance and 
reasons for wanting to join the committee. Letters can be sent 
via email to selectboard@belchertown.org or physically to the 
Office of the Select Board, One South Main Street, PO Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007.

TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN 
Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation
 – Industrial/Real Estate/or Government 

Full Member:
The Town wishes to fill a full member seat (industrial, real 
estate, OR government) on the EDIC.  If you are interested in 
being considered, please submit a letter of interest indicating 
your expertise to the Select Board’s Office. Letters can be 
sent via email to selectboard@belchertown.org or physically 
to the Office of the Select Board, One South Main Street, PO 
Box 670, Belchertown, MA 01007. The EDIC was formed under 
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 121C, with the mission 
to develop and implement a development plan on the former 
Belchertown State School property. 

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
On Saturday,  April  18, 
Be lche r town  r e s iden t s 
and friends from neigh-
boring communities gath-
ered for the Belchertown 
D e m o c r a t i c  T o w n 
Committee’s Healthcare 
Roundtable to learn how 
US healthcare policies have 
led to the current crisis in 
our ability to access afford-
able, quality healthcare for 
all.

B e l c h e r t o w n  S e l e c t 
Board Chair Lesa Lessard 
Pearson served as moder-
ator and guided the panel, 
which consisted of State 
Senator Jacob Oliveira; Dr. 
Michal Horný,  a UMass 
professor of health policy 
and management; and Dr. 
Chris Flory, a retired phy-
sician and healthcare advo-
cate. 

During the roundtable, 
Senator Oliveira provided 
sobering statistics on the 
proposed Massachusetts 
budget for healthcare cov-
erage and the potential 
menacing burden of feder-
al funding cuts.  Dr. Horný 
broke down heal thcare 
costs and discussed areas 

for improvement, noting 
that healthcare is a human 
service rather than a com-
modity in the marketplace. 
Finally, Dr. Flory, a family 
physician who retired after 
practicing in Northampton 
for 31 years, spoke about 
how the current system has 

forfeited the patient-phy-
sician relationship—which 
used to be based on con-
tinuity of care and trust—
in favor of a formulaic 
approach that is dominated 
by cost analytics. 

The program closed on a 
reflective note, with each 

panelist responding to an 
audience member who felt 
abandoned by the health-
care system.

For  those  who  were 
unable to attend, the full 
televised program is avail-
able for viewing at www.
belchertowndemocrats.org.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The roundtable was held on April 18 and led by Belchertown’s Democratic Town Committee

Roundtable draws great turnout
❚ COMMUNITY�

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
The New England Small 
Farm Ins t i tu te ,  loca t -
ed at 275 Jackson Rd. in 
Belchertown, will host a 
workshop teaching people 
how to grow edible mush-
rooms on Saturday, May 
30 from 2 to 5 p.m. Hosted 
by NEFSI and Forestopia, 
come enjoy a hands-on 
workshop that explores 
all dimensions of shiitake 
mushroom cultivation on 
home and commercial lev-
els. The workshop will pro-
vide an introduction to the 
agroforestry practice Forest 
Farming, cover the funda-
mentals of mushroom cul-

tivations, and review basic 
considerations of those 
interested in growing com-
mercially. Participants will 
also have the opportunity 
to take home an inoculated 
shiitake log. The event has 
a suggested donation of $20 
to $30 (add $15 for partici-
pants wishing to take home 
one inoculated shiitake log). 
All are welcome. To regis-
ter, please contact Sara Weil 
at info@smallfarm.org or 
call 413-323-4531.

Learn to grow 
edible mushroomsedible mushrooms

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
Informal BHS 2019 grad-
uate student files that may 
contain results of standard-
ized tests including college 
boards, reports by teach-
ers, attendance and health 
records are scheduled to be 
destroyed on Sept. 8. If you 
wish to have your records, 
please come to Central 

Office, 14 Maple Street 
with picture identification 
between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m., Monday-Friday, 
excluding holidays. High 
School transcripts that con-
tain course titles and grades 
will continue to be stored at 
the BHS Counseling Office 
for sixty (60) years after 
graduation.

BHS 2019 files to be destroyed

said. “All the money we 
spend is a combination of the 
budget and what we spend in 
the warrant articles.”

Residents will see both 
pieces in the green budget 
book handed out at town 
meeting: the departmental 
operating budget pages and 
the list of warrant articles 
with their individual dollar 
amounts.

Health insurance shocks 
and trash costs double

The single biggest imme-
diate  pressure point  is 
health insurance. Last year, 
Granby was hit with rough-
ly a 50% increase in premi-
ums through the Hampshire 
County group health plan. A 
further double‑digit jump fol-
lowed.

“We had a 50% increase 
in our health care costs last 
year. That was totally unex-
pected,” committee member 
Joseph Furnia said, pointing 
out the difference from pri-
vate industry, where employ-
ers may shift more cost to 
employees.

Committee members said 
the regional health collabo-
rative had kept rates artifi-

cially low by drawing down 
reserves, only to be forced 
into steep increases when 
that cushion disappeared.

“They built up a fund, 
and they started using it to 
keep the premiums lower… 
but the fund just kept going 
down,” Libera said [1:05:31]. 
“They got to the point where 
they couldn’t do it anymore.”

Trash collection is anoth-
er long‑running strain. When 
the town moved from a land-
fill to curbside collection, 
an override covered an ini-
tial cost of about $300,000 
a year. But the contract has 
escalated.

“ We ’r e  n o w  u p  t o 
$600,000 a year,” Libera 
said. “The override doesn’t 
keep up with the increase in 
the contract… that, to me, 
is an example of one of the 
major things that the town 
would be looking at for a tax 
increase.”

Free cash is being used to 
balance operations

Beyond rising fixed costs, 
the committee expressed 
increasing concern about 
how Granby is using free 
cash, which is surplus money 
from prior years to prop up 

the operating budget rather 
than fund one‑time items.

In the current and upcom-
ing fiscal years, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in local 
receipts are being projected 
more aggressively, which 
means less of any surplus 
will fall into free cash in the 
future.

“The extra $500,000 that 
we’re including in income 
for next year… that money 
would just flow to free cash” 
if it were not built into the 
revenue estimate, Libera 
explained. Using it up front, 
he said, “is the same thing 
as taking a half million dol-
lars out of free cash that we 
would have gotten next year.”

Later in the meeting, as the 
committee discussed their 
written message to voters, 
Libera signaled they intend 
to be blunter this year.

“I’m tempted to make 
these last couple sections just 
very, very short,” he said of 
their “considerations for the 
future” section. “The conclu-
sion is, we’ve really run out 
of time.”

Schools, state mandates 
and regionalization

questions

School spending is another 
major piece of the picture. 
Granby must meet a state‑set 
minimum contribution for 
education, plus an extra bur-
den of about $600,000 in 
retired teachers’ health insur-
ance that most towns can 
count differently.

“For this coming year, 
the schools are asking for 
the required minimum, plus 
that $600,000 that we have 
to pay, plus… an addition-
al $700,000 or $800,000,” 
Libera said. “That’s a lot of 
money.”

The committee discussed 
regionalization of schools as 
a potential long‑term strategy 
but noted there is no article 
on the warrant this year to 
fund the outside expertise the 
state recommends.

“They suggested that 
the proper way to go about 
regionalization is to hire 
someone to do the legwork 
for you,” member Robert 
Glesmann said of advice 
from the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education. “There’s nothing 
in the annual town warrant 
that deals with that particular 
issue.”

Forge Pond dam and other 
big-ticket risks

Committee members also 
flagged the aging Forge Pond 
dam as a high‑stakes liability. 
Cost estimates have risen into 
the multimillion‑dollar range 
and removing the dam could 
lower the water table enough 
to dry out shallow wells near 
the pond.

“With the cost of a new 
well, who’s going to burden 
these individual homeown-
ers now [who] can’t use their 
well?” Furnia asked. “They 
have to now have a deep well 
drilled… and they’re $8,000 
to $10,000, all in all by the 
time we’re done today.”

The question of whether to 
repair, replace or remove the 
dam is not fully resolved in 
this year’s warrant, but the 
committee intends to high-
light the financial risk in its 
written commentary.

A community choice, not 
just a numbers exercise
Several members stressed 

that the coming decisions 
are about more than spread-
sheets.

“This isn’t just a Select 
Board problem, a Finance 
problem, a department prob-
lem,” committee member 
Jennifer Mallette said. “This 
is our actual community… 
our expectation when we 
move here is we like certain 
things” about Granby, from 
public safety to rural char-
acter.

Another member boiled 
down the options facing resi-
dents and officials alike.

“You either need to raise 
revenue through taxes, or you 
need to cut expenses,” Libera 
said, adding that any real sav-
ings will mean changing ser-
vices or sharing them with 
neighboring towns.

A s  t o w n  m e e t i n g 
a p p r o a c h e s ,  F i n a n c e 
Committee members say they 
will again urge the Select 
Board to convene a group to 
examine what level of ser-
vices Granby can sustain, 
and how to pay for them, 
before the town reaches a 
true financial cliff.

GRANBY ATM from page 1
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Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver
The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for 
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants 
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT 
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B 
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should 
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to: 
Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

____________________________

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer 
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform 
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds 
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License 
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible 
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter 
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department, 
110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531. 

For further information, please contact 
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451, 
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov. 

A.A./E.O.E.

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21
– Thank you!

BELCHERTOWN – The 
sights, smells, and sounds 
of the period come alive as 
we celebrate the 250th anni-
versary of the American 
Revolution.

The Stone House Museum 
is hosting an 18th century 
living history on Saturday, 
May 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Our event high-
lights The Green Valley 
Homestead Reenactment 
Group. Immerse yourself 
in history while engaging 
with the living historians as 
they demonstrate 18th cen-
tury life during one of the 
most important periods in 
American history. 

Engage with a master tin-
smith as he demonstrates 
and discusses the making of 
military items for the militia 
during the siege of Boston. 
Learn about militia groups, 
who alongside the “regu-
lars” fought for American 
Independence from Great 
Britain. There will be musket 
demonstrations during the 
day.   

Meet an herbalist apothe-
cary as she discusses plants 
for healing. Healers and 
apothecaries were able to 
brew medicinal teas, make 
poultices, and provide sooth-
ing remedies for a variety of 
ailments and injuries of the 

period.
Textile production was 

an important part of life in 
the 18th century. Visit the 
stations and participate in 
hands-on activities of wool 
production including card-
ing, spinning, and dyeing. 

Visit the ladies in the 
house who will discuss fash-
ion, sewing, and clothing 
production. 

This is a family focused 
event. Children will have fun 
playing games, visiting small 
farm animals, and making 
copy books for school.  Visit 
the friendly heritage breed 
farm animals including sheep 
and discuss their economic 
importance in the dominant-
ly agrarian colonial econo-
my. 

The Stone House is open 
for guided tours includ-
ing their special exhib-
it featuring their American 
Revolutionary War artifacts.  
There is a small entrance fee 
of $5 for adults, free to chil-
dren under 18. 

Parking will be located at 
Center School, Beers and 
Story Funeral Home if avail-
able, and the Belchertown 
Common. For more infor-
mat ion please  contact :                                                   
Caren Harrington 413-484-
6146, sallyshattuck54@
gmail.com or 413-230-2022.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Stone House Museum will hold a living history event on 
Saturday, May 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Stone House holding living history event
❚ COMMUNITY�

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Overcoming 
A d v e r s i t y  To g e t h e r 
(BOAT) coalition proudly 
announces the 5th Annual 
Umbrella of Wellness Fair, 
taking place on May 16 at 
Chestnut Hill Community 
School. This free, fami-
ly-friendly event continues 
to grow as a cornerstone of 
community health, bring-
ing together education, 
resources, and interactive 
experiences under one 
powerful mission: to sup-
port healthier, safer, and 
more connected lives.

The event will run from 
12 to 4 p.m.

T h e  U m b r e l l a  o f 
Wellness Fair is dedicat-
ed to promoting health 
and wellness through edu-
cation, engagement, and 
empowerment. By uniting 
local organizations, service 
providers, and community 
members, the event rais-
es awareness, encourages 
informed decision-making, 
and fosters a safe, inclusive 
environment where indi-
viduals and families can 
connect, learn, and thrive.

This year’s fair will fea-
ture Chris Sullivan, found-
er of Not in the Playbook 
and former New England 
Patriots player, as the key-
note speaker. Sullivan will 
deliver a compelling pre-
sentation on decision-mak-
ing, substance use aware-
ness, and real-life conse-
quences—an especially 
impactful message for high 
school students as prom 
and graduation season 

approach.
Attendees will  have 

access to 70 community 
resource tables, offering 
valuable information and 
support services across 
all  areas of wellness. 
Educational opportuni-
ties will include Narcan 
training and CPR/First 
Aid overviews led by 
local EMTs, as well as 
interactive exhibits like 
the Hidden in Plain Sight 
Trailer from the Alex 
Fisher Foundation.

Designed with all ages 
in mind, the event offers a 
wide variety of engaging 
activities:

Kids’ Corner (during 
the speaker): Hosted by 
Helping Hands students, 
featuring Kaptain Kraw’s 
magic show, balloon art, 
face painting, and henna 
tattoos

Interactive experiences: 
Comfort dogs, touch-a-fire-
truck, ambulance display 
with CPR/First Aid demon-
strations, Smiley from the 
WooSox, and Boomer from 
the Thunderbirds

S p e c i a l  a t t r a c t i o n : 
Barrows Family Pulling 
Team “Pulling for a Cause” 
truck

Food and fun: Free raf-
fles and a $10 food truck 
token for attendees

With over 450 attendees 
expected, the Umbrella of 
Wellness Fair continues 
to strengthen community 
connections while making 
vital health and wellness 
resources accessible and 
engaging for all.

Sullivan to speak at 
5th Annual Umbrella 
of Wellness Fair

BELCHERTOWN – You 
are invited to join together 
for worship and celebration 
as we welcome, by mem-
bership, three new people 
into the HUMC family on 
Sunday, May 24 at 10 a.m.

This is also a time for each 
of us to worship and cel-
ebrate together with other 
church family members.  A 
fellowship time will fol-
low the worship service for 
refreshments and visiting 

with family. Join us on this 
special day as we “Welcome 
Home Again” each other on 
this day of Pentecost.

And, be sure to wear some-
thing red representing the fire 
of the Holy Spirit.

Please join us on this most 
special day for an entire 
HUMC family reunion. No 
reservations needed, just 
come on home.

HUMC holding celebration for Pentecost on May 24

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Select Board 
is looking for citizens inter-
ested in sharing their exper-
tise by serving on a Town 
Board/Committee.   If you 
have time and are interested 
in getting involved in your 
Town’s activities, please 
submit a letter of inter-
est to:   Select Board, The 
Finnerty House, One South 
Main Street, P.O. Box 670, 
Belchertown, MA 01007 or 
by email to selectboard@
belchertown.org  (unless oth-
erwise indicated below).   You 
may also submit a volunteer 
form on our website:   https://
www.belchertown.org/374/
Volunteer

All vacancies are posted 
until filled.

The Town wishes to fill the 
following vacancies:

Agricultural Commis-
sion:  The Town wishes to 
fill one (1) associate mem-
ber seat on the Agricultural 
Commission. This commis-
sion promotes agricultur-

al-based economic opportu-
nities; preserves, revitalizes 
and sustains the Belchertown 
agricultural industries, and 
encourages the pursuit of 
agriculture as a career oppor-
tunity and lifestyle.

Board of Assessors:  The 
Town of Belchertown is 
looking to fill a vacancy on 
the Board of Assessors. This 
position has a stipend of 
$1,000 per year.  This recent-
ly vacated position will be 
appointed in accordance with 
the provisions outlined in 
MGL Chapter 41, Section 11 
by a joint appointment of the 
Board of Assessors and Select 
Board. The appointed individ-
ual will fill the seat’s remain-
ing term and shall perform 
duties of the office until the 
next annual election in May 
2026. The applicant must be 
a registered voter in the Town 
of Belchertown. 

In accordance with MCL 
Chapter 59, Section 21, the 
Assessors shall assess all 
taxes duly certified to them 

and perform all necessary 
duties as defined in MGL 
Chapter 59. Some of the 
duties include the classifica-
tion and valuation of all real 
and personal property along 
with setting the tax rate each 
fiscal year.

Fo r  fu r the r  i n fo rma-
tion, contact Jay Whelihan, 
Director of Assessments, 
at 323-0413, jwhelihan@
belchertown.org or Steve 
Williams, Town Manager, at 
323-0403. 

Capital  Improvement 
Planning Committee: Bel-
chertown is seeking two (2) 
residents with demonstrated 
knowledge of construction, 
facility maintenance, fleet 
management, architecture, 
engineering, or a related field 
to fill a full member seat.

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Committee:   The Belcher-
t ow n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Committee is looking for two 
(2) associate members to help 
shape how our town shares 
news and stays connected. 

This group has supported 
projects like the Belchertown.
org upgrade, Carriagetown 
Chronicles, and installing a 
broader social media strate-
gy. We’re seeking residents 
with everyday skills in com-
munications, document prepa-
ration, accessibility, social 
media, or technology — espe-
cially individuals with prac-
tical experience using AI in 
workplace or business set-
tings, to support the careful 
and responsible adoption of 
these tools in town govern-
ment. 

Conservation Commis-
sion:   The Town of Belcher-
town is  currently seek-
ing to fill a vacancy on the 
Conservation Commission. 
The Commission is a vol-
unteer board that reviews 
projects that fall under juris-
diction of the Wetlands 
Protection Act and local 
Bylaw. The position requires 
attending meetings every sec-
ond and fourth Monday of the 
month, a basic comprehen-
sion of the local, state, and 
federal wetlands regulations, 
and occasional site visits. 
Qualified candidates have 
also demonstrated an inter-
est, expertise, or experience 
in environmental protection. 
Commissioners must also 
have a willingness to attend 
training sessions, gain the rel-
evant knowledge in a timely 
fashion, remain current, and 

generally make the necessary 
time commitment. If inter-
ested, please send a letter of 
interest to the Conservation 
Department at conservation@
belchertown.org. Any ques-
tions call the office at 413-
323-0405

There are also two vacan-
cies for associate members, 
who although are not vot-
ing members, they can gain 
knowledge and experience 
and could be elevated to a 
voting member in the future 

Economic Development 
and Industrial Corporation 
– Industrial/Real Estate/or 
Government Full Member: 
The Town wishes to fill a full 
member seat (industrial, real 
estate, OR government) on 
the EDIC.   If you are inter-
ested in being considered, 
please submit a letter of inter-
est indicating your expertise 
to the Select Board’s Office.   
The EDIC was formed under 
Massachusetts General Law, 
Chapter 121C, with the mis-
sion to develop and imple-
ment a development plan on 
the former Belchertown State 
School property. 

Energy and Sustain-
ability Committee:  The 
Town wishes to fill a full 
member vacancy on the 
Energy and Sustainability 
Committee.   Its purpose is 
to develop and recommend 
sound energy and sustain-
ability programs and policies 

for the Town. Energy relates 
to the fuel choices we make 
for buildings, vehicles, and 
industry. Sustainability means 
meeting our own needs with-
out compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet 
their own needs. Visit their 
webpage at www.belcher-
town.org.

Historical Commission:   
The Town wishes to fill 
an unexpired term on the 
Historical Commission.   The 
Commission’s basic goal is 
the preservation of historic 
places and is completing an 
inventory of Belchertown’s 
historic assets and structures 
that are more than 50 years 
old. 

Veteran’s Graves Officer 
(VGO): The Town is seek-
ing a Veteran’s Grave Officer 
beginning June 1, 2026. The 
VGO is responsible for ensur-
ing that all veterans’ graves 
within Belchertown are prop-
erly maintained and kept in 
a respectful condition. This 
includes tasks such as clear-
ing weeds, repairing or reset-
ting headstones, and main-
taining grave surroundings 
and fencing as needed. They 
also coordinate placing flags 
on graves for observances 
such as Memorial Day.

Zoning Board of Appeals:  
The Town wishes to fill two 

Select Board announces recent openings for town boards, committees

Please see VACANCIES, 
page 5
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

NEW SPRING HOURS
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

Gardens For 
The Porch & Patio
Patio Pots Filled With 

Blooming Annuals 
& Tropical Plants

For The 
Perennial Garden

Collections of 
Favorite Garden Plants

RETURNING YEAR AFTER YEAR

Mom’s Favorite 
Fresh Cut 

Garden Flowers
Beautiful Bouquets 

& Arrangements
Chosen With Care

FRESH FRUIT SALAD &
FRESH FRUIT PLATTERS

Fresh Baked Pies, 
Cookies & Desserts

      For The Rose Garden
A Beautiful Collection of 
Fragrant Rose Bushes
Hybrid Teas, Climbers, 

Landscape Roses & Knock Outs

Mother’s Day GardensMother’s Day Gardens
READY TO GO & GROWREADY TO GO & GROW
Spectacular Mixed Spectacular Mixed 

Hanging Basket GardensHanging Basket Gardens
Great Selections for Great Selections for 

Sunny or Shady LocationsSunny or Shady Locations

For Mom
Specialty 

Gift Baskets 
& Randall’s 
Gift Cards

BRING MOM
    to Elsie’s Creamery

For Her Favorite
 Ice Cream Treat!

The Best Homemade Ice Cream 
Made Fresh At The Creamery
OPEN EVERY DAY UNTIL 8PM

Locally Grown
Asparagus!

From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

 THE BEST FLOWERS 
FOR THE BEST MOM!

From Randall’s Kitchen
   BRUNCH FAVORITES
Fresh Baked Quiche, Danish, 
Muffins, Apple Cider Donuts

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 29th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

❚ POLICE LOG�

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief expla-
nations of select entries in 
the Belchertown Police log 
and arrests for the weeks of 
April 17, through April 23. 
The information was pro-
vided by a member of the 
police department based on 
the review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of 
the calls police respond to 
every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, April 24

7:37 a.m. – An offi-
cer responded to assist 
Belchertown Fire and para-
medics. 

11:55 a.m. – An officer 
spoke with a parent concern-
ing an incident with their 
child. 

4:13 p.m. – An officer 
responded to Federal Street 
or a report of a dog chas-
ing someone. The person 
fell and sustained injuries. 
The person was delivering 
something when they went 
towards the property and the 
dog ran up to them. The per-
son ran away from the dog 
towards the vehicle, tripping 
and falling in the process. 
The person was evaluated by 
Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics but was not transported 
from the scene. The Animal 
Control officer was advised 
of the incident. 

5:14 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of fraudulent activ-
ity on a person’s credit card 
account. They got a notice 
there were cards opened in 
their name that they didn’t 
open. They froze their credit 
and requested the matter be 
documented. 

Saturday, April 25
9:48 p.m. – An officer took 

a report of suspicious activ-
ity. A person viewed video 
footage from their cameras 
at their residence. The video 
depicted a vehicle pulled into 
the driveway. A person got 
out of the vehicle, walked to 
the front door and rang the 
doorbell. There were sever-
al people in the vehicle, and 
they were concerned what 
they were doing. 

11:50 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on Ware Road. A vehicle 
rolled over and one person 
was identified and couldn’t 
remember how the crash hap-
pened. They were disoriented 
and didn’t know the time of 
dat. Belchertown Fire para-
medics responded to the 
scene. The person was trans-
ported to the hospital. The 
crash was due to medical rea-
sons. The vehicle was towed. 

Monday, April 27
10:03 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident on 
Bay Road. A vehicle trav-
eling east on Bay Road got 
dust and small rocks blown at 
the passenger’s side window. 
A resident was mowing their 
lawn as the driver passed, 
causing dents to the side of 
the vehicle. The person was 
gone prior to the officer’s 
arrival. 

11:53 a.m. – An officer 
took a call from a person 
who had concerns about their 
neighbor’s children. 

7:59 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of vandalism at a 
residence. There was a dam-
aged window facing a private 
drive. The person thought it 
was a rock that caused the 
broken glass and located they 
were able to find a matching 
rock inside of the residence. 
They also alleged someone 
vandalized their vehicle. 
They were advised how to 

obtain a harassment preven-
tion order. 

Tuesday, April 28 
10:14 a.m. – A person 

was walking on Mill Valley 
Road and found a wallet and 
turned it into the station. It 
was placed into property. 

1:10 p.m. – An officer 
responded to assist Animal 
Control with euthanizing a 
sick skunk. 

Wednesday, April 29
11:51 a.m. – An officer 

received a found wallet and 
tried to find the owner. It was 
entered into property for safe 
keeping. 

4:39 p.m. – An officer got 
information about someone 
going to the closed snack 
bar at the basketball courts. 
It was unlocked and noth-
ing appeared to be out of 
place. The officer was able 
to secure the door. The offi-
cer spoke with the juveniles 
in the area they said they 
saw someone in there. The 
officer later found the per-
son who said they did go into 
the snack bar but did not take 
anything. 

8:32 p.m. – An officer to 
responded to North Main 
Street for a report of a 
woman arguing with a small 
child, possibly their son. The 
officer approached the two 
people and the person said 
they were having difficulties 
with their son. They were 
emotional and too tired to 
drive home and coordinated 
for a ride. A 51A was filed. 

Thursday, April 30
1:17 p.m. – An offi-

cer responded to George 
Hannum Road business for a 
report of a hit and run in the 
parking lot. A witness pro-
vided the registration plates 
from the involved vehicle. 
The officer is getting video 
footage on the matter. 

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to  95  calls for the week 
of April 24, through April 30. 
Those arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, April 24
1:48 a.m. – While on patrol 

an officer observed a dress-
er that had been dumped 
on the side of the road. The 
Highway Department was 
notified to remove it.

Tuesday, April 28
11:51 p.m. – While on 

patrol, an officer observed 
a vehicle traveling at a high 
rate of speed. Radar con-
firmed the vehicle was trav-
eling at 56MPH in a posted 
35MPH zone. The vehicle 
was stopped and the operator 
was issued a written warning 
for speeding.

Wednesday, April 29
6:25 a .m.  –  A Sta te 

Trooper reported that a 
vehicle struck a utility pole. 
Granby Police and Fire 
responded. There were no 
injuries.

5:36 p.m. – A resident 
reported that they were bit by 
a dog earlier in the afternoon. 
The Animal Control Officer 
was notified.

Thursday, April 30 
7:19 p.m. – While on 

patrol, an officer observed 
a vehicle traveling at a high 
rate of speed. Radar con-
firmed the vehicle was trav-
eling at 51MPH in a posted 
35MPH zone. The vehicle 
was stopped and the operator 
was issued a written warning 
for speeding.

“It makes it look like 
we’re spending millions and 
millions of dollars … I just 
can we make sure that we 
make it super extra clear at 
town meeting that we’re not 
paying for this out of our 
operating budget,” she said.

The board also received 
an update on the online 
“Master  Plan Matr ix ,” 
which will track progress on 
community plan priorities. 
The work is being support-
ed by the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission at no 
cost to Belchertown.

Albertson said a web 
designer is cleaning and 
organizing the database after 
earlier work fell short. 

“What you have right now 
is a clean database of the 
items that are contained in 
the community plan with a 
basic website front end that 
can navigate through them,” 
he said.

He added that the con-
sultant is now “working on 
cleaning up the data around 
active grants and noting how 
they connect to potential 
projects,” with a hoped‑for 
completion by the end of the 
summer.

The board also approved 
a series of signs on town 
property for the upcoming 
Belchertown Overcoming 
Adversity Together (BOAT) 
umbrella wellness fair on 
May 16. Organizer Khris 

Hoag said this year’s event 
will be significantly larger. 

“We have 70 organiza-
tions tabling this year, so it 
is going to be really insane,” 
Hoag told the board.

Members agreed to allow 
BOAT’s directional and the-
matic signs at key locations 
from May 6 through May 
16. 

In other business, the 
board opened a broad dis-
cussion on revising its 
public comment policy. 
Currently, 15 minutes are 
reserved at the top of each 
agenda, even though com-
ments are infrequent. A 
draft change would cap 
comment at 10 minutes, 
allowing five speakers two 
minutes each, while leav-
ing the chair discretion to 
extend the period.

Miner said she prefers to 
keep public comment early 
in the meeting so resident 
input can inform later delib-
erations. 

“The few times that the 
public has spoken, I appre-
ciate hearing them first, 
because it allows me to kind 
of absorb what they’re say-
ing and take it into consid-
eration before whatever item 
that comes up on the agen-
da,” she said.

While no vote was taken 
to final ize the pol icy, 
Town Administrator Steve 
Williams emphasized that 
any time limit would still be 
flexible. 

“It does state in there that 
the chair may permit exten-
sions on time. By lowering 
any amount of time, we still 
can hear additional people,” 
he said.

The board also began 
what it described as the first 
step toward a formal poli-
cy governing townwide sur-
veys, citing “survey burn-
out” and overlapping ques-
tionnaires tied to grants. 
Member Whitney Jorns-
Kuhnlenz said she wants a 
more deliberate approach. 
“I’d like a little more plan-
ning in advance. I don’t 
know if that includes us 
having an annual survey … 
but I do think there should 
be some limit on how many 
surveys are going out a 
year,” she said.

Williams said he will ask 
departments to coordinate 
any new surveys through his 
office and the town’s com-
munications director. “We 
can do a rough litmus test 
whether or not it’s neces-
sary,” he said.

The meeting also included 
a Pride Month proclamation, 
approval to raise the Pride 
flag on June 1, review of a 
proposed canine training 
facility special permit and 
updates on health insurance 
changes, infrastructure proj-
ects and preparations for the 
May 13 Town Meeting.

LAND DEAL from page 1Library book 
sales looking 
forward

BELCHERTOWN – With 
the  Library’s  basement 
not available at this time, 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library are search-
ing for a new location to hold 
future books sales. Finding a 
different space to hold book 
sales is a real challenge.   The 
space needed would have to 
be safe  for public use and 
include enough area where 
books could be stored, sorted 
and displayed.  Also, the mat-
ter of how and where books 
could be donated requires res-
olution,  as the library is cur-
rently unable to accept or 
store any donations.

Be assured, that the Friends 
are trying their best to find 
solutions, both temporary and 
long term. There are not a lot 
of options, but they have not 
given up and thank you for 
patience while this gets sorted 
out.

(2) openings for associate 
member seats on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.   The ZBA 
is responsible for hearing and 
deciding on applications for 
Special Permits, Variances 
and Appeals from decisions 
of the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer/Building Inspector.  

VACANCIES from page 4
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or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence 
and home telephone 
n u m b e r.  We  m u s t 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. 
The deadline for sub-
missions is Friday at 5 
p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we pub-
lish for free any information 
about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

These yellow-rumped 
warblers, also known 
a s  M y r t l e  w a r -

blers, flitted around the 
edges of Lake Wallace in 
Belchertown, on April 22.

A Belchertown resident 
sent an email reporting he 
saw two yellow-rumped. He 
attached the above photos. 
The second photo a rear view 
of the warbler clearly shows 
the yellow rump of this aptly 
named warbler. 

These warblers are about 
the size of black-capped 

chickadee and have a long 
bill and narrow tail

They are gray with yellow 

on their sides, a small patch 
on the head and of course, 
the large patch on the rump. 
They have white on wings, 
throat and underneath. They 
have black and white streak-
ing on the breast Males have 

Dear Editor:

I  am writ ing to urge 
our community to vote 
for Hope Guardenier for 
the Belchertown School 
Committee. Over the years, 
I have witnessed Hope’s 
unwavering dedication to our 
community and the values 
that matter most to our stu-
dents and families.

In everything Hope does, 
she brings people togeth-
er. Hope doesn’t just attend 
events; she builds bridges 
and fosters genuine relation-
ships. This ability to unite 
people around shared goals is 
invaluable for a school com-
mittee member who must 
work collaboratively toward 
what’s best for our students.

H o p e ’ s  c o m m u n i t y 

involvement speaks vol-
umes about her charac-
ter and commitment. She 
has consistently volun-
teered her time at local 
events, school functions, 
and community initiatives, 
including the Belchertown 
Education Committee and 
the Belchertown Board of 
Health. Hope demonstrates 
the kind of genuine care and 
engagement that our schools 
need.

Hope cares deeply about 
the Belchertown School 
system and she will work 
tirelessly to support our 
schools and our students. 
Hope has two children in 
the Belchertown School sys-
tem, so she is invested in 
strengthening our schools. 
She understands many of the 

difficult challenges that our 
schools face. Hope doesn’t 
shy away from difficult con-
versations or tough deci-
sions; instead, she faces them 
head-on with thoughtfulness, 
fairness, and integrity.

As a parent and com-
munity member, I am con-
fident that Hope will bring 
thoughtful leadership and 
integrity to the school com-
mittee. She will listen to all 
stakeholders, make informed 
decisions based on what’s 
best for our students, and 
work collaboratively to 
address challenges facing 
our schools. I urge you to 
vote for Hope Guardenier 
for the Belchertown School 
Committee.

Sincerely,
Caralyn Zehnder

Support encouraged for Guardenier for school committee

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Editor:

As a long-time Belcher-
town resident and a retired 
Belchertown teacher, I am 
endorsing Lesa Lessard 
Pearson for re-election to the 
Belchertown Select Board.

Lesa brings a steady hand 
and balance to our Select 
Board.  I appreciate that she 
listens to all sides, looking 
at the whole picture, before 
making decisions for our 

community.  She brings 
experience from her three 
decades of work in public 
policy and healthcare.  Lesa 
is not afraid to take on hard 
or difficult issues. Whether 
addressing complex chal-
lenges or everyday concerns, 
Lesa leads with care and a 
clear commitment to doing 
what’s best for Belchertown.

Over the years, I have 
seen firsthand the value of 
thoughtful, dedicated lead-

ership, and Lesa embodies 
those qualities.  She has 
made a meaningful differ-
ence, and I believe she is 
exactly the kind of person we 
need to continue to move our 
town forward.

Please join me in voting 
to re-elect Lesa Lessard 
Pearson to our Belchertown 
Select Board.

Diane Otten Brown

Resident endorses Lessard Pearson for Select Board

Dear Editor:

I’m proud to support Lesa 
Lessard Pearson for Select 
Board. I’ve watched as Lesa 
has worked hard during her 
first term to balance address-
ing the recent financial 
issues facing Belchertown 
with maintaining the qual-
ity of life we enjoy in our 
town.  She’s shown that she 
researches issues, listens to 
all sides, considers long-
term impacts, and carefully 
weighs options before mak-
ing decisions-- necessary 
qualities as we consider 
future challenges.

Lesa’s work has focused 
on improving and strength-
ening Belchertown.  For 
example, she championed 
creating town positions for 
a Communication Manager 
and a  Grants  Manager 
to keep us informed and 
raise funds for future proj-
ects.  We’re already starting 
to see the benefits of these 
positions.  I love seeing 
the additional information 
about what’s happening in 
Belchertown, and I’m excited 
to hear about grant proposals 
in the works such as for a 
much-needed all-ages com-
munity center.

I’ve come to know Lesa 
as a dedicated public ser-
vant ,  pass ionate  about 
Belchertown and what makes 
it special.  I know Lesa will 
continue to research and seek 
out views from all sides as 
she helps lead Belchertown 
to a more secure future that 
continues to provide busi-
ness, entertainment, cultural, 
and community opportunities 
for its residents.  Please vote 
for Lesa Lessard Pearson for 
Select Board.

Cindy Loiselle

Vote for Lessard Pearson for Select Board

Dear Rusty: 
I will be 62 in two 

years. I plan on signing 
up for SS at age 62, but 
I have heard there are 
details that are important 
when signing up. When 
it comes time, I want to 
make sure I do everything 
right. Can you help me 
understand? 

Signed: Claiming Soon
 

Dear Claiming Soon: 
Deciding when to claim 

your  Social  Securi ty 
benefit is a decision you 
should make only after 
careful consideration of 
your personal circum-
stances. And details are, 
indeed, important. For 
example, if you claim at 
age 62 (when you first 
become eligible), your 
monthly SS benefit will be 
only 70% of the amount 
you would get by waiting 
until age 67 to claim. And 
there are other consider-
ations as well, including:

If you are still work-
ing and claim at 62, 
you will be subject to 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test  (AET) 
which limits how much 
you can earn from work-
ing while collecting early 
SS benefits. The earnings 
limit changes each year, 
and for 2026 it is $24,480. 
If the annual limit after 
you claim early is exceed-
ed, SS will take back $1 in 
benefits for every $2 you 
are over the limit. And, if 
your work earnings sub-
stantially exceed the annu-
al limit, you may even be 
temporarily ineligible for 
early SS benefits (until 
you either stop working 
full time or reach your SS 
full retirement age). FYI, 
the AET lasts until you 
reach your FRA (age 67).

The benefit reduction 
for claiming SS early is 
permanent.  After you 
claim, you will  only 
get increases for Cost-
of-Living Adjustments 
(COLA) which occur 
annually according to 
inflation. FYI, the average 
annual COLA adjustment 
is about 2.5%.

If you are married, the 
reduced benefit you get 
by claiming early will 
potentially be the basis 
of your spouse’s survivor 
benefit if you pass first. 
Surviving spouse benefits 
are based on the amount 
you are receiving at your 
death, thus waiting longer 
for a higher personal ben-

efit may also provide your 
spouse with a larger survi-
vor benefit as your widow.

If you wait longer than 
age 62,  your month-
ly benefit will continue 
to increase (by approxi-
mately 6% per year) until 
you reach your FRA, 
when you get 100% of 
the amount you are enti-
tled to from a lifetime of 
working. FYI, you can 
even wait longer - up to 
age 70 - to claim an even 
higher monthly amount 
(8% more for each year 
of delay after FRA). At 
age 70, your SS benefit 
would be about 75% more 
than your age 62 benefit 
amount. 

If you haven’t already 
done so, I suggest setting 
up your personal online 
“my Social Security” 
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount to see what 
your SS benefits are esti-
mated to be at various 
ages. Then, when you are 
closer to age 62, contact 
us again to talk about your 
specific personal circum-
stances at the time, and 
we can provide you with 
everything you need to 
know about applying for 
Social Security. 

In the end, when claim-
ing your Social Security 
benefi ts ,  you should 
consider your financial 
need, your health and life 
expectancy, your plans for 
working, and your marital 
status. We commend you 
for exploring this well in 
advance of becoming eli-
gible and we will be here 
to assist when it is time 
for you to apply.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
a m a c f o u n d a t i o n . o rg /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.        

I want to do everything 
right when I claim 
Social Security

in my

By Ellenor Downer

INSET: This is a back 
view of a yellow-rumped 
warbler recently seen in 
Belchertown.

a large black patch around the 
eye. The female is duller.

In summer, yellow-rumped 
warblers inhabit open conif-
erous forests and edges and 
not as often deciduous for-
ests. They primarily feed on 
insects in the summer. On 
migration and winter they eat 
fruit and berries particular-
ly bayberry and wax myrtle. 
Their song is a series of high-
pitched notes often described 
as “chewy” or “chip-chip.”

When males court females, 
they fluff their feathers, raise 
their wings and the feathers 
of the crown and hop from 
perch to perch, chipping. 
They may also make display 
flights in which they glide 
back and forth or fly slowly 
with exaggerated wingbeats. 
The yellow-rumped Warbler’s 
flight is agile and swift and 
the birds often call as they 
change direction.

The female builds the nest 
and sometimes uses material 
the male brings to her. The 
nest is a cup of twigs, pine 
needles, grasses and rootlets. 
The female also may use 
moose, horse and deer hair, 
moss and lichens. The nest 
takes about ten days to com-
plete. She lays a clutch of 
one to six eggs speckled with 
brown or reddish gray.

Bluebirds
A Rutland couple say two 

bluebirds in their yard on 
April 25. They hope they will 
nest in the yard.

Great blue heron
I finally saw a great blue 

heron perched in a tree at the 
beaver pond, which abuts my 
hayfield. Every year, one or 
two are frequent visitors and 
even nested there.

This photo shows 
a side view of a 
yellow-rumped 

warbler.

Please see BIRDS, page 7
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN  CUT FREE ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 5/7-5/13/26

$219

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COOKS
1/2 SPRIAL HAM ...............

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

OVEN STUFFERS
WHOLE CHICKENS ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

JUMBO APPLE PIE
LATTICE CRUST 5 LB ................
USDA INSP. 90 MEAT’S

BROOKIES
BROWNIES 6 PAK............................

99¢
ea

USDA INSP. BONELESS STOREMADE 
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST .............

$369
lb

ea
$799

$166
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CODINO’S 
STUFFED SHELLS 
WITH RICOTTA  48 OZ  ................$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BLUE SEA SHRIMP RING
FULLY COOKED
WITH SAUCE 2 LB ..........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS
PORK RIB .............................

lb
$299

$699
lb

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 

KAYEM
NATIONAL CASING

HOT DOGS

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ...................FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

USDA INSP. WHOLE BONELESS
KAYEM SMOKED
BUDABALL PIT HAM ............

$289
lb

$119

lb

ea

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$989
lb

$989
lb

2 1/2 LB 
BOX

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

  

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney David A. Lavenburg

Of the Firm of  Bacon Wilson, P.C., 33 State Street Springfield MA 
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale:  $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.
Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.

5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS •

89 Green Avenue    BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS
To be sold on the Premises

4 ROOM / 2 BEDROOM
SINGLE STORY 

RANCH STYLE HOME
WITH

ONE CAR DETACHED GARAGE

 Features:
• Single Story Ranch Style Home • ±6 Acres of Land •

• Total of (4) Rooms w/ (2) Bedrooms & (1) Bath •
• ±1,200 S/F of Area • Electric Baseboard Heat •

• Full Basement • Carpeted Floors • Vinyl Exterior • 
• Private Well & Septic • Parcel ID: Map 266, Lots 31, 34 & 35 •

★ ONE CAR DETACHED GARAGE ★

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

the Granby Select Board 
with the express purpose of 
finding a use for the existing 
West Street School building.  
A previous recommenda-
tion was made back in 2018, 
where the recommendation 
was to remove the existing 
structure and build two new 
town buildings at the loca-
tion.  The proposed build-
ings would have been a Town 
Hall and a Council on Aging 
building.

As the project didn’t go 
through, the former school 
remained vacant,  which 
became a major issue.  As 
West Street School was 
still being heated and main-
tained by the town, the build-
ing became a significant 
financial drain.  The Select 
Board created the West 
State Building Committee in 
January 2023 to determine 
the fate of the former school.  
The result, after an attempt 
to renovate the school failed 
due to budget constraints, 

was to rebuild a third of the 
existing structure to create 
new municipal offices for the 
town. 

“ D i d  s o m e b o d y  a s k 
you where town hall is?  It 
shouldn’t be a multiple 
choice answer,” said police 
chief and interim town 
administrator  Kevin O’ 
Grady, when speaking on 
the current state of govern-
ment building structure in 
town.  “This will be nice that 
it’s just one place, one-stop 
shopping, and people can 
come in and conduct their 
business.”

The first phase of the 
new restructuring will put 
all municipal offices under 
the same roof, a notable 
improvement over the three 
offices currently being in 
three separate locations.  
Granby Select Board Chair 
Mark Bail stated that he 
would not only like to see the 
municipal buildings consol-
idated into the new location, 
but the senior center as well.   
Fellow Select Board member 

David Labonte agreed with 
his sentiments.

“Our seniors, they have 
a nice space, but if we can 
incorporate them into this 
building at some point, that 
would be wonderful for 
everything and everyone,” 
Labonte said.

“The senior center here 
would be awesome,” echoed 
Chief O’ Grady.  “We could 
hopefully use the old gym-
nasium and have elections 
here instead of using it at 
the school where either they 
have to close school or we 
have to put more officers 
into school for protection of 
the kids.  It’s a security risk 
when there’s school going 
on and people are going to 
vote.”

For now, the former ele-
mentary school will be used 
to house the municipal build-
ings once the first phase of 
the project is complete.  
Gratitude was also on the 
forefront of the Select Board 
members, thankful that the 
former school has renewed 

purpose in the greater com-
munity.  

“I just want to make sure 
Lynn Mercer gets the cred-
it she deserves,” concluded 

Bail.  “She really has kept 
this project alive.  There’s 
been a lot of ups and downs 
and she’s been there every 
step of the way.”

WEST ST. from page 1

Purple martins
A purple martin watcher 

spotted the first purple mar-
tins in Massachusetts for 
2026 in Rehoboth on April 
4. The largest species of 
swallow in North America, 
they wintered in Brazil and 
flew 7,000 miles to the 
United States and Canada.

Hummingbirds
Soon the ruby-throated 

hummingbirds will be back. 
It is time to get out the nec-
tar feeders. Instead of pur-
chasing prepared nectar 
in powder or liquid form, 
avoid the harmful dyes and 
boil a one to four ration of 
sugar to water. I preferred 
to mix small batches, ¼ cup 
white sugar to 1 cup water 
on a more frequent basis 
to avoid spoilage. It can be 
stored in the refrigerator for 
about one week if making 
larger amounts.

Tom turkeys
In my travelers, I spot-

ted in three different loca-
tions Tom turkeys display-
ing their tail feathers for 
one or more hen turkeys. I 
noticed one Tom with two 
hens strutting about as the 
females kept on eating near 
him.

Bird fact
Annually, over 50 million 

Americans purchased more 
than one billion pounds of 
bird seed and suet.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office 
has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an 
extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish 
the number as soon as it is 
set up.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ
Citizens gathered to honor the former West Street School and to learn about its future within 
the community.

Granby Select Board Chair Mark Bail, Select Board member 
David A. Labonte, Town Moderator Lynn Mercier, and Police 
Chief and Interim Town Administrator Chief Kevin O’ Grady 
smile for the camera.  

Mark Bail gives a few thoughts during Lynn Mercier’s speech.

BIRDS from page 6

The Garden Lady 
takes on spring 
bulb woes

Debi, who gardens in 
Hardwick, reached 
out to the Garden 

Lady with concerns over her 
daffodils.  

They didn’t bloom well 
this year, and she wonders if 
they need fertilizer.  

“Dear Garden Lady, sorry 
to bother you in this busy 
season but our daffodils 
aren’t doing well.  I’m guess-
ing they need food. What 
would you suggest?”

I am happy to answer your 
question! There are typically 
four reasons why daffodils 
don’t bloom.  

Probably the first mistake 
gardeners make is removing 

the foliage too soon after 
the flowers go by. Foliage 
needs about six-eight weeks 
of ripening before it can be 
removed. 

While it is still green, it is 
photosynthesizing and mak-
ing energy for next year’s 
flowers. 

It can get unsightly as it 
starts to yellow and finally 
turn brown and dry up, but 
we must be patient.  

It is ready when it comes 
off with a gentle tug. Some 
gardeners get strategic with 
nearby plants so that the eye 
moves away from the foliage 

and to another plant tak-
ing the stage in full 

bloom.
A n o t h e r 

reason why 
d a f f o d i l s 
m a y  b e 
stingy with 

their flowers 
is that the clumps 
are overgrown and 

need to be divided. 
Wait until the foliage 

has turned brown, then dig 
up the bulbs, pry them apart 
and replant them twice their 
width from one another and 
about two to three times their 
height deep.  

I  recommend using a 
pointed shovel, not a trow-

el. Sometimes they can be 
down deep and you want to 
make sure you get the bulb 
out intact.  

Do this while the brown 
foliage is there so that you 
can find them. While it may 
feel “off” to be replanting in 
early summer, it is a perfectly 
fine time to do it.  

Debi’s bulbs could also 
need fertilizer, like she sug-
gested. A sprinkling of gran-
ular fertilizer with low nitro-
gen, but sufficient phospho-
rus and potassium for bloom-
ing and rooting, respectively, 
would be ideal.  

The two best times to feed 
are when the bulbs are up a 
few inches and now, just past 
bloom. Daffodils do require 
less fertilizer than tulips and 
hyacinths, and sometimes 
bloom for years without the 
addition of fertilizer.  

I am wondering if the trees 
or the ground cover adja-
cent to Debi’s daffodils were 
fertilized with a high nitro-
gen blend and it affected the 
bulbs? I have a few daffo-
dils near an apple tree that 
is close to my compost pile, 
where I mix chicken bedding 
with vegetable scraps, etc.  

I think the high nitrogen 
run-off from the pile affect-
ed my blooming, just as an 
example. Of five possible 
clumps I had a measly two 
flowers. Bone meal, high in 
phosphorus, is in order to 
rebalance the soil.

Knowing  Deb i ’s  sun 
exposure, I don’t think this 
is an issue, but it is worth 
the mention for other read-
ers who may struggle with 
sparse blooms. Daffodils 
won’t bloom in deep shade. 
Dappled sunlight is fine.  

Planting under deciduous 
trees is also fine. If you think 
shade is the culprit, wait until 
the foliage ripens and move 
them using the guidelines I 
provided for bulbs that are 
overcrowded.  

I sure hope one of these 
suggestions will help your 
daffodils regain their former 
glory!

Rose, who reads the col-
umn in the Ware River News, 
was concerned that a number 
of her hyacinths were broken 
off at ground level when just 
buds, and she wondered what 
or who could the culprit be. 

“This is so disheartening, 
I don’t want to even grow 
them any more.”

I was astounded to hear 
this, because the same thing 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Please see GARDEN, 
page 8
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Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
To advertise contact Nick Brady

nbrady@turley.com • 413-283-8393

Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Get your green thumbs Get your green thumbs 
in gear right here!in gear right here!

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!

TJ’S
RENTAL
South Hadley

Hadley
413-584-4184 631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 

LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

www.amherstfarmerssupply.com

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, which 
tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling 
advertising for our community newspapers. The right 
candidate will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required. 

Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

We are a locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 

401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

“One hundred years ago, 
it required you not just to be 
a white male, but also to be 
a landowner in order to be a 
member of the state Senate,” 
he mentioned during his 
impassioned speech to pro-
tect voter rights.  “I’m one 
of the two renters in the state 
Senate, so I wouldn’t even be 
eligible to be a member of 
my body one hundred years 
ago.”

Oliveira mentioned the 
19th Amendment, which 
guarantees all American 
women the right to vote, 
as well as the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, which 
outlawed literacy tests, poll 
taxes, and established fed-
eral oversight to regulate 
discriminatory practices 
during public elections. The 
Senator called attention to 
the SAVE act being debated 
in Congress, calling the mea-
sure a “fee and a violation of 
the 24th Amendment.”

Gomez took the stand 
after, detailing his history 
as a Puerto Rican and his 
father’s reluctance to teach 
him English.  “He didn’t 
want me, my sister, and my 
brother to come to the main-
land because of his life expe-
rience,” Gomez expressed 
during his address.  He stat-
ed that his father felt isolated 
on the mainland, unable to 
integrate with greater soci-
ety due to segregation laws.  
“My dad is Puerto Rican. So 
he was not allowed to go to 
the white clubs or he wasn’t 
allowed to go to the African-
Amer ican  c lubs  e i the r 
because he was Puerto Rican, 
right?”

Gomez echoed many of 
his companion’s statements 
and advocated same-day vot-
ing registration.  He brought 
attention to polling locations, 
a logistic controlled by local 
government, and motivated 
citizens to engage in both 
regional and national elec-
tions.  One major bullet point 
of his speech was the con-
cept of polling locations, a 
measure controlled by the 
city counselors.  Gomez 
expressed concern that some 
towns didn’t have enough 
locations.

“It’s your local elected 
officials who establish where 
you’re going to vote,” said 
Gomez as he encouraged 
attendees to reach out to 
ensure their area had proper 

coverage.  “That’s why it’s 
really important for you to 
be in touch with your local 
elected officials, because 
they make so many decisions 
that can change your life.”

T a r a  J a c o b s ,  t h e 
Massachusetts Governor’s 
Council, brought attention to 
her own position as well as 
the responsibilities that come 
with it.  Jacobs mentioned 
that most citizens had no idea 
that her position even exists, 
let alone what she does in 
the position.  Throughout 
her speech she enumerated 
her responsibilities, which 
include “judicial nomina-
tions,” “to provide advice 
and consent to the gover-

nor,” and to “give advice and 
consent on the parole board 
members when they’re nom-
inated.”

Jacobs also mentioned 
that she was a key member 
in the Truth campaign prior 
to her current role, a $5 bil-
lion advertising campaign 
designed to “shift teen atti-
tudes towards tobacco and 
smoking.” She finds that 
much of her public outreach 
revolves around informing 
the public about the exis-
tence of her position, educat-
ing them on its impact and 
importance within the state.  
Jacobs stated that her posi-
tion is important because it 
“matters who are judges are.”

“It matters the kinds of 

people who are serving on 
our parole board,” Jacobs 
said during her speech. “Who 
those people are directly 
affects the kinds of results 
we get from our courts, the 
kinds of sentences that hap-
pen, whether people get 
diverted or incarcerated or a 
creative solution that affects 
them and the root causes of 
why they’re in court.”

South Hadley Select Board 
member Rene Sweeney 
was the last speaker for the 
event.  Sweeney reflected 
on the other speakers’ com-
ments and emphasized get-
ting involved with the local 
community. They stated the 
importance of local govern-
ment work and mentioned 

the role doesn’t always 
involve what the populous 
expects.  

“People are surprisingly 
passionate about trash pick-
up,” Sweeney commented.  
“But I’m proud every time 
I’m able to help a resident 
see and connect with the 
infrastructure of the commu-
nity.”

Sweeney concluded their 
time by encouraging inter-
ested citizens to run for local 
positions so that they can be 
the person that upholds the 
values they want to see in the 
community.  They mentioned 
that location positions were 
the “nuts and bolts of gov-
ernment” and that such ser-
vice is “a great experience.”

Community quest ions 
fielded by representatives 
concerned mail-in voting 
rights and state funding ini-
tiatives given recent funding 
deficits.  The event is hoped 
to be the first of many pub-
lic forum offerings by MHC 
Votes, as reported by organi-
zation senator Bailey Dillon. 
“I really hope to contin-
ue having conversations 
with the community and the 
school,” said Dillon.  “I think 
putting direct energy towards 
bringing the students off 
campus into our communities 
to have these conversations, 
to have those discussions 
with our local communi-
ty members is really, really 
important.”  

MHC from page 1

happened to me in one of my 
gardens at Old Sturbridge 
Village where I have a multi 
red, white and blue plant-
ing of hyacinths and tulips.  
Grooming last week yielded 
at least 10 hyacinth buds that 
looked as if they were but off 
at ground level.  

Although the experts say 
rodents could be the cause, 
the cut was almost perfect, 
not gnawed in any way, 
plus hyacinths contain natu-
ral deterrents making them 
rodent proof, typically. I did 

cultivate the bed awhile back, 
my thought being that I may 
have cut a few of them off 
under ground.  

As the stems elongat-
ed, they could have forced 
the bud above ground even 
though it was already dis-
lodged, but the mystery 
remains. I’m sorry this hap-
pened, Rose, and I wish I had 
a definite answer for you, but 
at least know you are in good 
company with your hyacinth 
woes.  

If anyone has any answers 
I would love to hear them!

GARDEN from page 7

League of Women Voters representatives greet government 
officials and interested citizens.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BEN HERNANDEZ
MHC Votes organizational members pose with local and state government officials after the event.  

Governor’s Council Tara Jacobs 
emphasizes the role of local 
government in citizens’ lives.

Senator Jake Oliveira makes 
an impassioned speech about 
protecting voting rights.

South Hadley Select Board 
member Rene Sweeney talks 
about getting involved in local 
politics. 

Representative Homar Gomez 
discusses his upbringing 
and the importance of local 
government.

MHC Votes Events Coordina-
tor Keira Gillin presides over 
the event.
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WILBRAHAM – Last Tuesday after-
noon, Minnechaug’s offense was on 
full display, taking advantage of a lot 
of walks and an Evan Liverseidge home 
run and defeated Belchertown 10-3. Alex 
Savlick and Nick Nordstrom also had two 
hits each. Savlick won with five innings 
allowing a run and two hits. Minnechaug 
is  now 7-6 on the season while 
Belchertown fell to 4-7. Ryan Gould went 
3-for-3 for the Orioles with two doubles. 
Nathan Marino went 1-for-4.

Orioles baseball takes road loss 

Ryan Gould sends a 
pitch home.

Nathan Marino 
chases down 
a ground ball 
behind second 
base.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Austin Raymer takes a swing.

Patrick Gibson attempts to 
catch the out at first.

MONSON – Last Tuesday 
afternoon, Monson High 
School softball defeated vis-
iting Belchertown 8-5 in a 
good battle between the two 
schools. Monson did more of 
its scoring early in the game, 
getting out to a 7-2 lead. 

Belchertown made a push in 
the fifth inning, scoring three 
runs, but Monson was able to 
prevent any further damage 
to get the win. Belchertown 
got a hit and two RBI from 
Kina Roy. Sophia Mitus 
scored a pair of runs and had 

a hit. Monson was led by 
starting pitcher Chelsea Hull, 
who had a three-hit, four 
runs scored game. She also 
pitched a complete game. 
Monson is now 10-5 on the 
season while Belchertown 
fell to 9-4.

Mustangs get by Orioles
Sophia Mitus sends a throw 
to first.

RIGHT: Emily Waller makes a 
strong throw to get an out.

Kina Roy leads off third. Abigail Alemeida lifts a fly ball.

Lila Roy 
gets ready 
to fire a 
pitch.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

CHICOPEE – Last Friday 
afternoon, Pathfinder softball 
was shut out on the road by 
host Chicopee High School 
at Szot Park 12-0. The game 
ended in the fifth inning due 
to the mercy rule. Sam Prouty 
and Addison Doktor had hits 

for the Pioneers while Adeline 
Olbrych had three hits for the 
Pacers. Raelyn Loud pitched 
a five-inning shutout for the 
Pacers. Pathfinder fell to 1-10 
for the season while Chicopee 
High is a perfect 13-0 on the 
season.

Pioneers suffer shutout loss

SEE MORE PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 10.

Addison Doktor 
sends a grounder 

to the infield.

Emily McNeaney makes solid contact.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

W I N C H E S T E R ,  N . H . 
- Open-wheel ace Nathan 
Wenzel strutted the stuff that 
made him both a speedway 
and New Hampshire state 
Modified champion Saturday 
at Monadnock Speedway, 
topping the season opening 
main event at the high-banked 
speedplant.

And even though Saturday 
marked the first event of the 
new season, reigning Limited 

Late Model track champion 
Dylan Zullo is already in the 
running for what may be the 
summer’s most exciting victo-
ry at the historic quarter-mile 
oval.

With a huge crowd braving 
the chilly April temperatures, 
six drivers started their sea-
son with a flourish, each earn-
ing the first victory lap of the 
new season in their respective 
division. Along with Wenzel 

and Zullo, long-ago Mini 
Stock champ Kevin Clayton, 
Pure Stock hot shoe Jimmy 
Zellman, Pro V8 Sportsman 
pilot Chris Kingsley and 
Young Gun speedster Sofia 
Rego each went home victo-
rious.

Colton Martin and JT 
Cloutier led the All States 
M a t e r i a l s  G r o u p  6 0 4 
Modifieds  to  the  green 
Saturday, with Martin jump-

ing all over the opening lead. 
Cloutier rode second in his 
shadow, with Kimmy Rivet 
a close third, and Wenzel, 
from row three, quickly on the 
charge.

Wenzel had third on lap 
three and took second from 
Rivet on the tenth go-round. 
He and Martin then raced 
under a blanket until light 
contact on lap 28 sent Martin 
tumbling off turn two, then 

moving Wenzel and Rivet to 
row one, with Tyler Leary 
now up to third.

Leary powered up to second 
on lap 36, quickly gluing his 
ride to Wenzel’s as the two 
former speedway champions 
squared off. They rubbed in 
the final turn, with Wenzel 
wobbling but still holding the 
point to score his first win of 
the season.

With Leary an airtight 

second,  Mart in  charged 
back through the field to 
snatch third from Rivet, and 
Cloutier’s strong night’s work 
netted him fifth. Leary set fast 
time in qualifying, scorching 
his way around the high banks 
in 12.127 seconds.

Hillary Renaud led early in 
the Twin State Truck Services 
Limited Late Model feature. 

Wenzel opens up season with win at Monadnock Speedway

Please see RACE, page 10
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Large dung 

beetle
  7. Gambling game 

__-lo
 10. Further along
 12. Type of tobacco
 13. Looked for
 14. Silk fabric
 15. Computer 

method to solve 
equations

 16. As fast as can be 
done (abbr.)

 17. Tear
 18. Brews
 19. “Famous” cookie 

baker
 21. Women’s Army 

Corps
 22. Front parts of an 

animal
 27. It’s causing quite 

a stir
 28. Beloved March 

holiday

 33. 12th letter of the 
Greek alphabet

 34. More impudent
 36. Indicates center
 37. Young woman 

(French)
 38. A cause of 

distress
 39. Santa’s helper
 40. Hillside
 41. Many wombs
 44. Is afraid of
 45. Popular baked 

goods ingredient
 48. Popular 

computers
 49. Conceiving of
 50. Google 

certification 
(abbr.)

 51. Sturdy

CLUES DOWN
  1. Peruse quickly
  2. Automobiles
  3. Razorbill genus

  4. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo!

  5. Consumed
  6. A place to sleep
  7. Small seeds
  8. Legendary law 

man Wyatt
  9. Female sheep
 10. Indigenous 

peoples of eastern 
Siberia

 11. A place ships 
dock

 12. Reciprocal of 
sine

 14. Discomfort
 17. British Air Aces
 18. Exit sleep
 20. Solar energetic 

particle
 23. Plagues 

characterized by 
starvation

 24. Short musical 
composition

 25. Trauma center

 26. Habitual 
twitching 

 29. A place where 
checks are 
exchanged (abbr.)

 30. Decameter
 31. Hinged surface 

in a wing
 32. Shouting
 35. Sports official
 36. Volcanic craters
 38. Supportive 

device
 40. It’s part of a 

rosary
 41. Two-toed sloth
 42. Body art
 43. Let out
 44. Foreign medical 

graduate
 45. Nonprofit 

journalism 
organization 
(abbr.)

 46. Couples say it
 47. Bird’s beak

LUDLOW – May has 
only just begun, but the 
Granby High School 
boys volleyball team has 
gotten through most of its 

schedule, improving to 
10-5 on the season with 
a 3-0 sweep of Ludlow 
last Thursday. The Rams 
have just three regular 

season games remaining. 
The Rams will travel to 
Southwick Regional on 
Thursday, May 7 at 5:15 
p.m.

Rams win again, near 
end of regular season

Nathan Walsh sets up a spike near the 
net.

Jonas Fresch gets the back line 
set.

A pair of Rams go for a block.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Jake Gagnon sends a hit a away.

Daniel 
Santiago 

keeps the 
ball in play.

Dylan Zullo, though, was 
on a mission, blasting from 
row three as he began to pick 
up where he’d left off in his 
championship season a year 
ago. Taking the lead on lap 
two, he looked headed for 
an easy romp in Saturday’s 
30-lapper. A caution, though, 
on  lap  24 ,  brought  JD 
Stockwell to his door and the 
action was just getting started.

Over the last three laps, 
they rubbed, they pushed, 
and they traded places, with 
Zullo prevailing to win by 
just a foot. Robert Hagar had 
the best view of the top-two 
chaos, watching from close 
behind as he impressed in 
third. Renaud was fourth on 
the night, and Erik Smith 
rounded out the first five.

Kevin Clayton won the 
Monadnock Speedway Mini 
Stock championship more 
than a quarter century ago, 
taking top honors way back in 
2000. In recent summers, vic-
tory lane had been like a for-

eign nation to him. But now, 
the popular wheelsman has a 
new streak started.

Starting up front, Clayton 
led all the way to win by 
three lengths over third row 
starter Craig Chaffee in the 
night’s Keene Towing and 
Recovery MIni Stock main 
event. Steady Tim Paquette 
came home third, Tim O’Shea 
was fourth, and Dick Lamotte 
fifth.

Jimmy Zellman won a 
thriller in the Brattleboro 
Towing and Recovery Pure 
Stocks, coming off a pair 
of runner-up finishes at 
Claremont, the Bay State 
blaster had his mind set on 
something a little bit bet-
ter, Leading all the way, he 
achieved that goal Saturday.

Zellman’s opening night 
victory didn’t come easily 
though. He had Colton Hull 
and Carlos Grenier draped 
all over him every inch of the 
way. Grenier got up for sec-
ond on lap18 and the potent 
trio raced under a blanket the 
rest of the way. With Hull 

third, Josh Brigham impressed 
in fourth, and Kyle Begos was 
fifth.

Chris Kingsley won the 
spirited Beck’s Automotive 
Pro V8 Sportsman feature. 
Stephen LaPlante was second 
and Garden State ace Scott 
Riggleman came home third. 
It was Kingsley’s first career 
win on the high banks.

Sofia Rego had a memora-
ble night in the Doug’s Auto 
Body Young Guns, winning 
with ease in both her heat and 
feature races. Eleven-year-old 
Dylan Stati - yes, just elev-
en - was second in the 15-lap 
feature, and Maeve Barry was 
third.

Monadnock Speedway 
roars back into action next 
Saturday, May 2, with a spe-
cial Todd Martell Memorial 
75-lap Modified main event 
atop a full night of NASCAR 
Local Racing Series events, 
and the first visit of the season 
of the exciting Pro 4 Modified 
series. Post time is 6 p.m each 
Saturday.

RACE from page 9

PIONEERS SUFFER LOSS

Emily Forcier takes a swing.

Julieta Tweedell takes a lead off first 
base.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Taylor Thorton sends a pitch away.

Ellisyn Gelinas makes 
a throw to first.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. - The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
and Providence Bruins 
fought tooth and nail in 
another stingy contest, with 
the Bruins prevailing 2-1 
in Game 2 of the Atlantic 
Division Semifinals on 
Sunday night inside Amica 
Mutual Pavilion. With that, 
the series shifts back to 
Springfield tied at one game 
apiece in the best-of-five set. 

All of the scoring in the 
game came in a window of 
less than six minutes’ time 
in the opening period. For 
a fifth straight game in 
these playoffs, Springfield 
succumbed to a 1-0 deficit 

within the opening half 
of period one. Frederic 
Brunet geared a slapper 
toward Georgi Romanov, 
who made the initial save. 
However,  the  rebound 
bounced over to a waiting 
Matej Blumel on the right 
wing, and the 2024-25 AHL 
goal scoring leader rifled it 
into an empty cage to make 
it a 1-0 game at 8:34 of the 
opening period.

The T-Birds were grant-
ed a power play and an 
opportunity to tie the score 
quickly, and at 11:30, Dillon 
Dube did just that, parking 
himself along the left post 
and guiding a Hugh McGing 

p a s s  b e h i n d  M i c h a e l 
DiPietro to even the slate, 
1-1.  Alek Kaskimaki picked 
up his second assist in as 
many games to round out 
the scoring play. 

The Bruins showed they, 
too, could answer in a hurry, 
as Brunet gathered a roll-
ing puck along the right 
wing and geared a back-
hand pass across the slot 

Thunderbirds defeated in series 
opener with Bruins

Please see T-BIRDS, page 11
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Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 

SAVE

16%

$1259
Lucas Slick Mist®

Fast & Easy Interior 
Detailer
24 oz.
LUC 10514

/each
$1279
Lucas Slick Mist®

Fast & Easy
Speed Wax
24 oz.
LUC 10160

/each

SAVE

15%

to Georgii Merkulov, who 
beat Romanov with a quick 
release to put Providence 
ahead, 2-1, at 14:02.

Providence outshot the 
T-Birds 25-14 over the first 
40 minutes of the game, but 
both DiPietro and Romanov 
were taxed with special 
teams work in a second peri-
od that featured 10 minor 
penalties and eight com-
bined power plays of vary-
ing lengths. 

The  T-Bi rds  f i na l ly 
were able to give DiPietro 
a steady diet of scoring 

chances in the third, but the 
Springfield power play left 
two more opportunities on 
the table, going 0-for-6 in 
the final two frames after 
connecting on their first man 
advantage of the evening. 

Springfield’s netmind-
ing and penalty killing did 
everything in its power to 
buy the offense time for an 
equalizer. Romanov, for a 
fourth straight contest, kept 
his opposition to two goals 
or less. The T-Birds’ back-
stop has now stopped 116 
of 123 shots for a .943 save 
percentage in the Calder 
Cup Playoffs.

T-BIRDS from page 10

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
The Quabbin Photo Group 
(QuabbinPhotoGroup.com) 
will host a presentation by 
Western Massachusetts 
landscape photographer 
Jamie Malcolm-Brown 
on Monday, May 18 at 7 
p.m. at the Belchertown 
Recreation Department, 66 
State Street, located behind 
the Belchertown Police 
Station.

H i s  p r e s e n t a -
tion,  “Weather, Light, and 
Luck: The Reality Behind 
the Shot,”  will offer an 
in-depth look at the deci-
sion-making process behind 
his images. Attendees will 
gain insight into how he 
scouts locations, uses tools 
such as PhotoPills, tracks 
weather patterns, and adapts 
when conditions change 
unexpectedly.

Rather than focusing 
solely on technical set-
tings, Malcolm-Brown will 
emphasize the realities of 
fieldwork that  include 
missed opportunities, shift-
ing plans, and the impor-
tance of flexibility. The 
program will highlight how 
learning to pivot can lead to 
stronger, more compelling 
photographs that convey a 
sense of place and story.

“We’re really looking for-
ward to learning how Jamie 
puts together his incred-
ible images,” said QPG 
President Mark Lindhult. 
“He has an impressive abili-
ty to capture absolutely stel-

lar images.” You can see his 
photographs at  www.jamie-
malcolmbrown.com  or on 
Instagram at  @jamiemal-
combrown.

Malcolm-Brown, a self-
taught photographer with 
more than two decades of 
experience, works primar-
ily throughout the Pioneer 
Valley, focusing on captur-
ing wild places shaped by 
fog, storms, night skies, and 
other fleeting natural condi-
tions. His professional work 
with Cultural Survival, an 
Indigenous rights organiza-
tion, informs his approach 
to land conservation and 
visual storytelling. 

The event is open to pho-
tographers of all skill levels, 
as well as anyone interested 
in landscape photography 
and the natural beauty of the 
Quabbin region.

T h e  Q u a b b i n 
P h o t o  G r o u p 
(QuabbinPhotoGroup.com) 
is a community of photogra-
phers based in Belchertown 
with a shared interest in 
nature, wildlife, and land-
scape photography, partic-
ularly within the Quabbin 
Reservoir region. The group 
hosts regular meetings, 
guest speakers, workshops, 
and field outings designed 
to help photographers of all 
experience levels improve 
their skills, share their 
work, and connect with oth-
ers who appreciate the natu-
ral environment.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A frost covered tree stump sits in the foreground as the 
sun began to rise on a cold November morning. It is one of 
many photos to be featured when Jamie Malcolm-Brown 
presents to the Quabbin Photo Group on May 18.

Photo Group to host 
Malcom-Brown on May 18

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

What’s going on at the 
Library? Check it out.

FOR GENERAL 
AUDIENCES:

Plant Swap
Tuesday, May 19, 6-7 p.m.

Bring a plant (or not!) to 
the library and swap it for 
a new one. The program 
takes place on the library 
lawn. Monthly on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 
May to September. This 
program is funded by the 
Belchertown & Around Plant 
Swap

Tote Bag Drive - Update!
Our “Tote Bags for Good!” 

donation drive is doing great! 
Thank you to those who have 
already purchased a bag 
and donated their $5. Here 
are the total donations so 
far: Belchertown Meals on 
Wheels: $145; Belchertown 
Food Pantries: $140; The 
Sensory  Tra i l  a t  Lake 
Wallace: $125. How does it 
work? Buy a 2025 Summer 
Reading Program Tote Bag 
for $20 and $5 will be donat-
ed to your choice of these 
organizations. Tote bags 
showcase all ten Summer 
Reading logos designed by 
local fantasy artist extraor-
dinaire, Scott Fischer. Scott 
is a Belchertown resident 
who has been donating his 
time and talent designing our 
logos for 10 years! Visit the 
display in the Library and 
purchase your bag via cash, 
check or online payment. 
Which of these local orga-
nizations will get YOUR $5 
donation?

FOR ADULTS:
RPG Night

Tuesday, May 12, 6-8 p.m.
Break out your dice and 

join us for a monthly Role 
Playing Game (RPG)! Our 
current campaign, Vaesen: 
The Lost Mountain Saga & 
Other Tales, is a dark Gothic 
setting steeped in Nordic 
folklore and the old myths of 
Scandinavia! Dive into mys-
teries where old struggles 
against the new, and myths 
come alive. No experience 
necessary, email tmannino@
cwmars.org to join.

Book Talk 
with Janet Crosier

Tuesday, May 12, 7-8 p.m.
Join us for a presentation 

and book signing with author 
Janet Crosier. Her novel, 
Shadows on the Heath, imag-

ines the missing three years 
of Heathcliff ’s life from 
Emily Brontë’s Wuthering 
Heights. Janet Crosier is an 
adjunct English Professor 
in Western Massachusetts 
and member of the Brontë 
Society, Modern Language 
Association, and Straw Dog 
Writers’ Guild. Copies of the 
book along with Janet’s lat-
est novel, Weymouth House, 
will be available for pur-
chase. 

Transform Your Yard to 
Support Pollinators

Tuesday, May 19, 7 - 8 p.m.
Whether your yard is 

small or large, you can cre-
ate a more pollinator-friendly 
environment! Join us to learn 
about a 12 Step Program to 
help you evaluate, plan, and 
implement an upgrade to 
your yard.

Love and Loss After 
Wounded Knee: Book Talk 

with Julie Dobrow
Wednesday, May 27

7 - 8 p.m.
Join us as we welcome 

Tufts University Professor, 
Julie Dobrow. Love and Loss 
at Wounded Knee chronicles 
the tumultuous and storied 
lives of Charles Eastman, 
and his wife, Elaine Goodale, 
former Belchertown res-
idents. Elaine, a poet and 
writer, was a white woman 
who grew up in the remote 
Berkshires. Ohíye S’a, (aka 
Charles  Eastman) ,  was 
a Santee Sioux, born in 
Minnesota, and one of the 
only Native Americans edu-
cated at Dartmouth College 
and Boston  Univers i ty 
Medical School. Elaine and 
Charles met in December 
1890, and fell in love. That 
same month, the town of 
Wounded  Knee ,  Sou th 
Dakota was seized by US 
Army troops. More than 
250 Native Americans were 
massacred... and everything 

changed. Bear witness to the 
remarkable story of these star 
crossed lovers. Copies of the 
book will be available for 
purchase and signing.

Postponed: “Knotweed 
Knockdown”

Our Knotweed project has 
been temporarily postponed. 
We will resume asking for 
volunteers, and reach out to 
current volunteers, as updat-
ed information becomes 
available. Thank you for your 
patience!

FOR TEENS:
Free Food Friday

Friday, May 8, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
Join us for the last Free 

Food Friday of the school 
year! Teens in grades 7-12 
are invited to the library 
on May 8th for free snacks 
(as supplies last) as they 
visit and use the library. 
This program is funded by 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library.

Drama 101: The Finale!
Wednesday, May 13, 

2 - 3 p.m.
Teens in grades 7-12 

are invited to the Clapp 
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  o n 
Wednesday, May 13th, a 
BPS early release day, for 
Drama 101: The Finale! 
The library’s Teen Services 
Coordinator (a former the-
ater kid herself) will lead 
teens and tweens in vari-
ous theater games in the 
library’s Activity Room as 
well as host a theater-themed 
Jeopardy! game. This pro-
gram is perfect for drama 
and theater enthusiasts and 
those looking to try their 
hand at acting. Email clap-
plibrarytab@gmail.com with 
any questions and to register.

Teen Advisory 
Board Meeting
Friday, May 15, 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

The Clapp Memoria l 

Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board will have its last 
meeting of the school year 
on Friday, May 15th in the 
library’s Activity Room. Free 
pizza will be provided as we 
celebrate this year’s accom-
plishments and talk about 
opportunities for summer 
programming and volunteer-
ing. Teens who have attended 
any TAB meetings during the 
past school year are invited 
and can email clapplibrary-
tab@gmail.com to register. 

Teen Book Club
Wednesday, May 20, 

3 - 4 p.m.
The Clapp Memoria l 

Library has a book club 
for teens in grades 7-12! 
This Teen Book Club is in 
conjunction with the MA 
Teen Choice Book Awards 
(MTCBA), the only book 
award in the state selected by 
teens. Each month teens will 
read and meet to discuss one 
book from the 2026 Nominee 
List. On Wednesday, May 
20th from 3:00-4:00PM, 
teens will meet to discuss 
Fable for the End of the 
World by Ava Reid. Copies 
of the book are available 
for checkout at the library’s 
circulation desk and on the 
Libby and hoopla apps. 
Snacks will be provided at 
the meeting. Email clappli-
brarytab@gmail.com with 
any questions. 

FOR CHILDREN:

Children’s Scavenger Hunt
May’s Theme: SPORTS!

Prize: Sports-Themed 
Book Bundle

We’re inviting children 
to participate in May’s 
Scavenger Hunt! Pick up a 
clue sheet and look for the 
pictures hidden in the chil-
dren’s area. Write down the 
word you find with each 
picture and figure out this 
month’s saying. One raffle 
ticket per child each month.

CLAPP MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY HOURS:

Monday
 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Tuesday 
 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Wednesday 
 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Thursday 
9:30 am – 7:00 pm

Friday  
9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 
 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

GRANBY – The Mass 
Save 2025 Annual Impact 
Report is out, and it shows 
that Eversource electric and 
gas customers in Granby 
received  more than $1M in 
energy efficiency incentives 
in a single year. 

Delivered through Mass 
Save programs supported 
by Eversource, these incen-

tives helped Granby resi-
dents invest in home energy 
upgrades that improve effi-
ciency and manage electricity 
and natural gas use, demon-
strating how even small 
towns can achieve outsized 
energy savings through effi-
ciency upgrades and rebates.

Statewide in 2025, Mass 
Save programs delivered 

more than  $3.6 billion  in 
total benefits, including 
weatherizing 52,000 homes, 
installing heat pumps in near-
ly 32,000  households, and 
investing $450 million to 
expand program access and 
reduce participation barriers. 

We’d  be happy to con-
nect you with a representa-
tive from Eversource, who 

can put the Granby data 
in context and share how 
Eversource customers across 
the region are making use of 
these incentives. Would you 
have 20 minutes to chat this 
week? 

To read the full Mass Save 
2025 Annual Impact Report, 
visit MassSave.com/2025An-
nualImpact.  

MassSave helps local residents save money
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ESTATE SALE
HUGE ESTATE SALE

 DON’T MISS IT!
2 Christopher Lane, Wilbraham
Saturday, May 9 only, 9am-3pm

Everything is priced to sell – and it all 
must go! Browse a wide variety of items 
including: extensive holiday decor, Beanie 
Babies, household items, furniture, Disney 
collectibles, New England sports memora-
bilia. Come early for the best selection!

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER, 
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 lbs. Used 
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for 
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500, 
413-244-4520.

SIT-IN KAYAK, Santee Hurricane 
126, $300.00. Call 413-583-5278.

WHEEL HORSE COLLECTORS: 4 old 
models, 312-8 (2), C-81 Elctro 12. Call El-
eanor 413-283-3540.

TAG SALE
FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND SATURDAY, 

MAY 9, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine. 
63 Walker Rd., Wales. 

Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

HUGE ESTATE SALE
 DON’T MISS IT!

2 Christopher Lane, Wilbraham
Saturday, May 9 only, 9am-3pm

Everything is priced to sell – and it all 
must go! Browse a wide variety of items 
including: extensive holiday decor, Beanie 
Babies, household items, furniture, Disney 
collectibles, New England sports memora-
bilia. Come early for the best selection!

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, au-
dio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming, 

pruning, design, deliveries, 
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional. 

Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

“RANDY and RICKY 
Spring Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior 
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways. Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

SEEKING YOUNGSTER(S) for assist-
ing older couple with organizing/moving 
items for tag sale/clean-out. Computer 
skills a plus. Call Bob at Hilltown Animal 
Control, 413-374-8451.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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AUTO BODY
R E E C E  A U T O  B O D Y 
Com plete Auto Body, Paint & 
Repair, auto glass, computerized 
paint matching, also routine car 
maintenance. Free estimates. Old 
Springfield Rd., Belchertown. 
413-323-6664.

COMPUTERS
ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops, 
Screen Repairs. New Computer 
Sales and Accessor ies,  PC 
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades, 
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

GUNSMITH
SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS 
Full service full time gunsmith. 
40 Years experience. Located at 
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER
COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal 
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012. 
Great cuts for men and women. A 
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.

INSURANCE
BELL & HUDSON IN SUR ANCE 
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main 
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel. 
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591. 
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto, 
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN &  PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel 
H o r s e ,  S c a g ,  J o n s e r e d , 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., Amherst, 
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROOFING
R O B E R T S  R O O F S  C O . , 
INC.  Trus ted  name s ince 
1982. Commercial, industrial, 
res ident ia l .  Specia l iz ing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat roofing. 
Snow Removal. Fully licensed. 
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

WELDING
AMHERST WELDING,  INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales & 
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs, 
trailer hitches, trailer repairs, 
welding, fabrication, lawnmower 
repairs .  330 Harkness Rd. , 
Amherst. 413-253-4867

TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

 &BUSINESS SERVICE 
D I R E C T O R Y

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Belchertown Zoning 
Board of Appeals
Public Hearing 

Legal Notice 
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 40A, Section 11 
the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing on May 
20, 2026 at 6:00 PM.  

This hearing will be held in 
the Planning Board’s meeting 
room of Lawrence Memorial 
Hall, 2 Jabish Street, Belcher-
town, MA on the application 
from Denise Cook seeking a 
special permit §145-69; for the 
creation of a building to be used 
as a commercial training facili-
ty/kennel at 213 Stebbins Street 
(Map 240 Lot 49, Zoned AGA/
AGB); §145-11 Business Use 
(#25 and #26). A copy of the 
application may be inspected at 
the Town Clerk’s office (Room 
201) 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall, 2 Jabish Street, 
Belchertown, MA. or at website 
https://www.belchertown.org/
commitees/zoning_board_of_
appeals/index.php

Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the time and place desig-
nated.  

Jennifer Sharrow, Chair
Zoning Board of Appeals

05/07, 05/14/2026

Hop Brook Culvert Replacement 
Warren Wright Road  
Belchertown, Massachusetts

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS 

The Town of Belchertown 
is requesting Bids for the 

construction of the following 
Project: 

HOP BROOK CULVERT 
REPLACEMENT 

WARREN WRIGHT ROAD 
Sealed bids for the project 

will be received electronically 
at www.projectdog.com (Project 
Code # 874482) not later than 
3:00 PM local time on June 4, 
2026 at which time the bids will 
be opened publicly online.  It 
is the sole responsibility of the 
bidder to ensure that the bid is 
submitted online prior to the bid 
opening time.  

The Work for this Project in-
cludes, but is not limited to: re-
placement of the existing Warren 
Wright Road culvert crossing of 
Hop Brook (Bridge No. B-05-
028), raising of Warren Wright 
Road, and the addition of a ter-
restrial organism passage.  Work 
items include excavation and 
off-site disposal; installation of a 
bridge crossing and culvert; con-
struction of gabion basket retain-
ing walls; removal, raising, and 
reconstruction of Warren Wright 
Road; and restoration of the site.  

Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments shall be available online at 
www.projectdog.com at project 
code # 874482. Please see the 
Projectdog E-Bidding Instruc-
tions to Bidders for additional 
details. Neither Owner nor Engi-
neer will be responsible for full 
or partial sets of Bidding Docu-
ments, including Addenda if any, 
obtained from sources other than 
Projectdog, Inc.  

Attendance at the pre-bid meet-
ing is strongly recommended but 
is not mandatory. The voluntary 
pre-bid conference and site visit 
will be held at 11:00 AM local 
time on May 14, 2026. Bidders 
should meet at the southwest cor-
ner of Orchard Road and Warren 
Wright Road, Belchertown, MA 
01007.  

Bidders requiring clarification 
or interpretation of the contract 
documents shall make a written 
request to the Akta Patel, at akta.
patel@fando.com, prior to 4:00 
PM local time on May 21, 2026.  
Clarifications will be provided by 
4:00 PM local time on May 28, 

2026. 
Bids will be received for a sin-

gle prime Contract. Bids shall 
be on a unit price basis as indi-
cated in the Bid Form. For all 
further requirements regarding 
bid submittal, questions, qualifi-
cations, procedures, and contract 
award, refer to the Instructions to 
Bidders that are included in the 
Bidding Documents. Telephone 
inquiries are unacceptable.  

The minimum wages to be paid 
for all labor on the project are 
established in a schedule issued 
by the Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development, in ac-
cordance with Section 26A- 27D, 
or Chapter 149 of the M.G.L., as 
amended. Said schedule(s) are in-
cluded in the bid package. 

It is the responsibility of the 
Contractor, before Bid opening, 
to request, if necessary, any addi-
tional information on Minimum 
Wage Rates for those trades peo-
ple who may be employed for the 
proposed Work under this Con-
tract. Materials, equipment and 
supplies to be used on this project 
are exempt from sales tax to the 
extent provided by M.G.L. Chap-
ter 64H, Section 6 (f). 
05/07/2026

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

 LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the authority of 

the Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 
and the Belchertown Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139), 
the Belchertown Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, May 18, 
2026 at 7:00 PM in the Law-
rence Memorial Hall Auditori-
um, located at 2 Jabish Street 
in Belchertown, MA 01007 to 
review a Notice of Intent permit 
application submitted by Ro-
man Anisimov for the proposed 
work to construct a single fam-
ily home and associated facili-
ties at Lot C Old Sawmill Road 
(Assessor’s Map 244-156.32) in 
Belchertown. Work is proposed 
to occur within the 100-foot Buf-
fer Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands. Anyone interested in 
this matter should appear at the 
time and place designated.
05/07/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

LUDLOW – Joseph R. 
White, Esq., 84, passed 
away peaceful-
ly with his fam-
ily by his side at 
Baystate Medical 
Center on April 
24, 2026.   Born 
o n  S e p t e m b e r 
4 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  i n 
W o r c e s t e r , 
Massachusetts, he 
was the son of the 
late Joseph V. and Kathryn 
M. (Ziemba) White. Joe was 
raised in Palmer and went 
on to build a life defined 
by service, dedication, and 
leadership.

Joe was a proud and dis-
tinguished veteran of the 
United States Army, serv-
ing during the Gulf War 
era. His final active-du-
ty assignment was during 
Operation Desert Shield, 
where he worked at the 
Pentagon. A counterintelli-
gence officer, Joe attained 
the rank of Colonel in the 
U.S. Army Reserves and 
retired as the Commander 
of a Massachusetts Army 
Reserve unit. He also shared 
his expertise as an instruc-
tor at the US Army Judge 
Advocate General school in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. Joe 
was also honored to serve 
as a member of the adjunct 
faculty of the US Army 
Command and General Staff 
College at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, and the faculty of 
the First Army Intelligence 
School  a t  F t .  Meade , 
Maryland.

Joe earned his Bachelor 
of Business Administration 
from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst 
in 1970. He graduated 
from Suffolk University 
L aw  S c h o o l  i n  1 9 7 3 

and was admitted to the 
Massachusetts Bar that 

same  yea r.  He 
began his legal 
career practicing 
with Attorney Jim 
Rooney in Palmer, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 
before opening his 
own private prac-
tice, Law Offices 
of Joseph R. White 
i n  Pa l m e r.  H e 

was joined by his daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, in 2007 and 
together they created White 
Law Offices,  P.C.  Joe 
proudly owned and operated 
the practice for 50 years.

Throughout his legal 
career, Joe was a mem-
ber of the Massachusetts 
Bar Association and the 
Hampden  County  Bar 
Association. He was admit-
ted to practice before the 
Massachuset ts  Federa l 
District Court, the Court 
of Military Appeals, and 
the United States Supreme 
Court.   He also served as 
Assistant Register of the 
Hampshire Division of 
Probate and Family Court 
in Northampton, and as a 
law clerk to Justices of the 
Massachusetts Superior 
Court.

Deeply committed to 
civic service, Joe served 
as Town Moderator for the 
Town of Belchertown for 20 
years. Outside of his profes-
sional life, he held a private 
pilot’s license and enjoyed 
reading, listening to music, 
spending time with his 
grandchildren, and proud-
ly attending their sporting 
events.

Joe recalls many sig-
nificant memories during 
his life with his late wife 
Phyllis and treasures the 

many accomplishments 
of his children, especially 
when he was honored to 
administer to Peter the oath 
of induction into the mili-
tary service; to make the 
motion to the US Supreme 
Court to admit Elizabeth to 
the bar of that court; and to 
witness Susan receive the 
Greenspoon Foundation 
award for excellence in 
teaching.

Joe was predeceased by 
his beloved wife, Phyllis A. 
(Hoffman) White, in 2025; 
his sister, Beverly Sherman; 
and  h is  nephew,  Er ic 
Sherman.

He is survived by his son, 
Peter White; his daugh-
ter, Elizabeth Chouinard 
and her husband Robert of 
South Hadley; and his step-
daughter, Susan Murphy 
and her husband Daniel of 
Belchertown. He is also sur-
vived by his eight cherished 
grandchildren.

Joe will be remembered 
for his unwavering integ-
rity, dedication to service, 
love of family, and the many 
lives he touched throughout 
his distinguished career.

Calling hours will be held 
on Thursday, May 14 from 
4 to 7 p.m. at the Beers & 
Story Belchertown Funeral 
Home.  Funeral service will 
be held on Friday, May 
15  at 12 p.m. at the funer-
al home followed by buri-
al at 2:00pm with military 
honors at the Massachusetts 
Veterans’  Cemetery in 
Agawam.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that dona-
tions be made in Joes mem-
ory to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

Joseph R. White,  1941-2026

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES� ❚ OBITUARY�

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

DEATH NOTICE

Joseph R. White
Died April 24, 2026
Calling hours May 14, 
4 to 7 p.m.
Funeral May 15, 12 p.m.
Beers & Story
Belchertown 
Funeral Home

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their 
a d ve r t i s emen t 
the first time it 
appears. This pa-
per will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

The Social Centerpiece
Your kitchen is where life happens—where recipes are shared and memories 
are made. As the Pioneer Valley’s leader in Kitchen Design, we don’t just 
swap cabinets; we reimagine your space. From custom layouts to our  
in-house countertop fabrication, we ensure your kitchen is as functional as 
it is beautiful.


