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BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – Voters 
approved the roughly $60 mil-
lion budget at the Annual Town 
Meeting on Monday. 

Voters approved of the follow-
ing expenses: $2.3 million for 
general government, $5. 4 mil-
lion for public safety, $32.6 mil-
lion for the School Department, 
$1.4 million for Pathfinder 
Vocational Technical High 
School District, $2.2 million 
for the Department of Public 
Works/highways, $447,000 
for the Landfill Enterprise 
Fund, $2 million for the Sewer 
Enterprise Fund, $337,000 
for the Stormwater Utility 
Enterprise Fund, $1 million for 
Human Services Departments, 
$1 million for Culture and 
Recreation Departments, $1 
million for DPW buildings and 
ground departments, $6.2  mil-
lion for pensions and insurance 
accounts, $79,000 to unclassi-

fied accounts, $951,000 to the 
interest and debt accounts and 
$200,000 to the Stabilization 
Fund. 

During the discussion on the 
budget, voters and town officials 
spoke about the town’s structural 
deficit of over $1 million and 
ways to correct the course. 

Selectboard member Ed 
Boscher proposed a 1% reduc-
tion in the budget, discussing the 
town’s structural deficit. 

He said if the town were 
to continue its trajectory, he 
believed the town would need to 
do a proposition 2 ½ override in 
the future.

Town Accountant Jill Rossi 
said she wanted the voters to 
know that voting on the budget 
was not an override.

“Our due diligence was done 
on this budget. We did not cut 
services to our community in 
this budget,” she said. 

She added that there would 

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – Voters 
approved an article allowing the 
Selectboard to petition the leg-
islature to change from a town 
administrator to a town manager 
at the Annual Town Meeting, but 

not without an attempt to amend 
the motion. 

Selectboard Chair Jim Barry 
explained the reason the article 
was before the voters. 

“This article changes the title 
from town administrator to town 
manager…As some of you may 
remember there were Selectmen 

who ran the town and at some 
point, they hired an executive sec-
retary to help with some of the 
paperwork. As towns got big-
ger and bigger, they hired town 
administrators to do that work,” 
Barry said. “As years have gone 
by, more and more municipalities 
have gone to town manager. The 

duties are very similar.”
He said the Selectboard is 

allowed to hire a town adminis-
trator, but not a town manager. So 
the towns needed to get permis-
sion from the state legislation to 
allow for the body to do so. 

During the discussion, Terry 
Nagel, proposed an amendment to 

the town’s bylaws.
This amendment follows the 

Selectboard’s decision to appoint 
Department of Public Works 
Director Steve Williams as the 
next Town Administrator, rather 
than the three candidates brought 

BY MATTY ANDERSON
Staff Writer
manderson@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN– Chestnut 
Hill Community School hosted 
the second annual Umbrella of 
Wellness Fair on Thursday eve-
ning.

The Umbrella of Wellness Fair 
is a collaborative event organized 
by the Belchertown Overcoming 
Addiction Together committee 
and the Belchertown Drug-Free 
Communities’ Program Director 
Kris Hoag. The event was entire-
ly free to the public and fami-
ly-friendly. Food trucks provided 
light meals, and fun and engaging 
activities raised the community 
consciousness about addiction.     

Since last year the event has 
more than doubled in size. It fea-
tured booths and tables set up by 
fifty-five nonprofit organizations, 
a free raffle giveaway support-
ed by donations from forty-five 
local businesses and activities 

BY MATTY ANDERSON
Staff Writer
manderson@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Parents and communi-
ty members congregated in the Belchertown 
High School auditorium over the weekend to 
witness a student production of the musical 
“Once.”

As the end of the school year draws nearer, 
Belchertown High School’s drama and music 
departments were set to showcase their ver-
sion of the musical “Once.” A collaboration 
between students and faculty alike, the play 
featured wonderful acting, choreography, sing-
ing and music.

Voters approve 
$60M budget

Umbrella of WellnessUmbrella of Wellness
educates about substance use

Article to shift to town manager approved

Belchertown High School  presented the musical ‘Once’ 

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MATTY ANDERSON)
The cast poses for a commemorative photo with Diretor Josh Guerraz and Co-Director Mrs. Leighton.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MATTY ANDERSON)
Alene Motta and Linda Alleman, working the front desk. Please see BUDGET, page 9Please see EDUCATE, page 17

Please see TM, page 16

Please see ONCE, page 16
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BELCHERTOWN EDUCATION
I’ve saved this Adv. for last! Not really a Selectman’s responsibility, but probably the most important task the Town has to do is educating our 

youth. The School System consumes roughly 70% of the Town’s budget. And I’ll accept some responsibility for that high number!
Up until 1980 the Town was noted for voting down School Budgets. I watched poor Jack Curry, Superintendent, struggle through Town Meetings, 

and get knocked down! Students didn’t have textbooks for all – and they were out of print! My kids started school in 1973. But we always had great 
teachers, Hansbury, Corneille, Bresnahan, Fitzgerald, Brennan, Mrs. “O”, & Kubacki etc. I decided to quit the Planning Board and run for the School 
Committee in 1980 – three terms!

I, along with my colleagues and support from the voters (You can’t do anything without three votes!), worked hard, and successfully, to constantly 
improve our schools right up to 2004, with the completion of the High School. We did it with voter support and hard work. Now we have a surplus 
of space: Tadgell, High School, two cruciform State School buildings, etc., empty. And now there is talk about tearing some down! I fought hard, 
and successfully, at many Annual Town Meetings to get the necessary building and educational funds for our schools! I had a lot of help from my 
colleagues! And Town’s people! I’ve never stopped fighting for our school-age children and young adults. Now we are cutting back. Let’s get these 
buildings back into service for the Town. A Boys and Girls Club at the old High School? More space for the library (several years back they asked for 
$10 million for an addition to Clapp, unsuccessfully). Additional space for the overcrowded Stone House. Etc. We have the space! We are maintaining 
it! Let’s use it!

There are many priorities (needs) in Town, but the State limits our taxation ability. (I (Dan) pay too much in taxes!! Where is prop 2&1/2!! I’m retired 
now!!!). Space is one of them. Tearing buildings down is not my answer.

Our Town now has one of the finest school systems in the State. We can be proud of it! People want to move to Belchertown, as proven by our 
population growth (Nice little Town in 1970 - 4,500 to 16,000 in 2020. I miss that little town and all its farmers, who sold off many building lots from 
their farms!) But the School budget should reflect the student enrollment. Per capita?!

UNBALANCED BUDGET Not enough $ income to pay debts!
There are folks running around saying we can’t pay our debts – income is less than expense. As stated in MASH Series, “Horse Hockey!” That’s 

been normal for decades in most Towns. Unexpended funds from the prior year, part of the year end closing, are collected and must be reported to 
the Dept. Of Revenue, which certifies the amount, and in due process, DOR gives the Town permission to spend those funds in the next Fiscal Year. 
It’s planned that way. There has always been a gap between income/expense. It is annually filled by anticipated FREE CASH!! Other similar sources 
contribute to Free Cash as approved by DOR. Prudent use of funds! So, in short, those saying we can’t pay our bills are spreading false rumors! Ask 
someone who knows, like the Town Account. I did!!

Now, I need your help! Write-in campaigns are the most difficult to win. No time for committees. 
Only two weeks! PLEASE HELP my election efforts to again be a Selectman!

DAN FITZPATRICK
write in vote for Belchertown Selectman

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT DANIEL FITZPATRICK

Editor’s note: Due to an editing error, 
Dr. David Gottsegen’s name appeared 
incorrectly in last week’s Sentinel. We 
apologize for the mistake. 

As a community pediatrician, issues of 
public health come up all the time, espe-
cially during the years of the Covid pan-
demic. As a resident of Belchertown since 
1986, with two daughters who attended 
Belchertown schools, I would like to give 
back to  the community using my skills 
and experience. 

Why are you running for this posi-
tion?

I am a physician with 35 years’ experi-
ence. I graduated from Brown University, 
earned my medical degree at SUNY at 
Buffalo Medical School. I went on to an 
internship in family practice in Duluth, 
MN, then to a residency in  pediatrics at 
the University of Minnesota Hospital and 
Clinics in Minneapolis/St Paul.  I have 
been a partner with Holyoke Pediatric 
Associates since 1993, serving a diverse 
population of children and families in our 
offices in South Hadley and 

Holyoke.  I am also the school physi-
cian for Chicopee.  I have a special inter-
est in the intersection of mind and body in 
pediatric healthcare, am a consultant for 
kids with chronic pain or habit disorders 
and am currently writing a book on the 
subject. 

As a pediatrician and as a citizen who 
has always been very interested in pro-
tecting the soil, air and water on which 
we depend, local boards of health have a 
very important role to play. I would like 
to share my knowledge of communicable 
diseases and other health issues to benefit 
our town.

What is the biggest challenge the 
board/committee is facing? How will 
you address it?

The last three years have shown that 
one of the major challenges facing our 
Board of Health is to be at the forefront 
of recognizing emerging communicable 
diseases, as well as infectious illnesses 
known to us, and take the steps necessary 
to educate and protect our town’s citi-
zens— following expert scientific advice, 
and the MA Department of Health. As 
Belchertown continues to expand, a major 
challenge will be ensuring safe disposal 
of waste, especially hazardous waste, and 
helping to ensure clean drinking water. I 
have seen through my years as a pedia-
trician that good health also depends on 
housing that is free of hazards and toxic 
exposure, lead for example.

Finally, climate change brings special 
challenges: For example, rising tempera-
tures increase the danger of algal blooms 
and bacterial contamination in the town’s 
waters and town beach; we must help 
guard against the dangers of heat-related 
illnesses, especially among our elderly 
and our school athletes; extreme weather 
events bring dangers of flooding which 
can increase waterborne illness; and tick 
born illnesses like Lyme Disease which 
are on the rise.

Discuss your commitment to trans-
parency and openness in Belchertown 
municipal government. Do you have 
any suggestions for improving either.

I am committed to transparency in town 
government but have nothing specific to 
suggest increasing transparency for the 
Board of Health. I believe its meetings are 
open to all. 

Candidate – Board of Health
Dr. David Gottsegen

❚ COMMUNITY 

Thursday, May 11
• 8 a.m. – Special and Annual Town 

Meeting
• 1 p.m. –  Planning Board – 9 May
• 6 p.m. – Special and Annual Town 

Meeting
• 11 p.m. – Planning Board – 9 May 

Friday, May 12
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 9 a.m. – BOAT – Umbrella of Wellness
• 9:30 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Squeezebox Stompers
• 11 a.m. – Candidates for Town Election 

on May 15
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 6 p.m. – BOAT – Umbrella of Wellness
• 6:30 p.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Squeezebox Stompers
• 8 p.m. – Candidates for Town Election 

on May 15

Saturday, May 13
• 8 a.m. – Educational Crafting with 

Charlotte  
• 8:30 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Squeezebox Stompers
• 4:30 p.m. – Educational Crafting with 

Charlotte  
• 5 p.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Squeezebox Stompers
• 7 p.m. – Candidates for Town Election 

on May 15

Sunday, May 14
• 4:30 p.m. – St. Francis Romas Catholic 

Church
• 6 p.m. – Christ Community Church
• 7 p.m. – Hope United Methodist Church
• 8:30 p.m. – Candidates for Town 

Election on May 15

• 9 p.m. – BOAT – Umbrella of Wellness

Monday, May 15
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 9 a.m. – Candidates for Town Election 

on May 15
• 12 p.m. – Candidates for Town Election 

on May 15
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 6 p.m. – Candidates for Town Election 

on May 15

Tuesday, May 16
• 8 a.m. – BOAT – Umbrella of Wellness
• 8:30 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Laura and Peter Hicks
• 9:30 a.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Squeezebox Stompers
• 7 p.m. – BOAT – Umbrella of Wellness
• 7:30 p.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Laura and Peter Hicks
• 8:30 p.m. – Clapp Memorial Library – 

Squeezebox Stompers

Wednesday, May 17
• 8 a.m. – Conversation with Pakman
• 5 p.m. – Conversation with Pakman

Belchertown Community 
TV Schedule Highlights
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Stephanie Hadley
REALTOR®

508-273-3401

I’ll map out a marketing 
plan to get your home from 
LISTED to SOLD!

MA 9575512
Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

36 Years of
Sales and Marketing

Expertise

Thinking of selling 
but don’t know 
where to start?

www.stephaniehadley.buyexecutive.com   •   stephaniehadley.realestate@gmail.com

Contact me today!

            Route 202, East Street, Granby
413-467-3794

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~
Open: 

8am-7pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 14th!

Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

We are the Growers! Get Your Plants From the Source 
With Over 70 Years of Growing Experience!

Hanging Baskets • Rose Bushes
Gorgeous Geraniums • Annuals • Perennials

Vegetable Plants • Herbs • Potting Soil

BY MATTY ANDERSON
Staff Writer
manderson@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Local 
churches and church parishioners 
gathered on Wednesday evening 
at the Belchertown Commons 
for the annual National Day of 
Prayer.

The National Night of Prayer 
is a chance for all churches in 
Belchertown, and surrounding 
towns, to come together and pray 
for the whole community. Becky 
Larmie said, “We’ve done this 
every year, it’s usually held on 
the first Thursday of May but the 
commons were already booked so 
we are having it today instead.” 

Emmanuel Haqq, the pastor 
of Christ Community Church, 
was the first speaker of the eve-
ning. He welcomed everyone 
before asking all to participate in 
a moment of prayer. Haqq said, 
“We’re so glad to have all of you 
here today. I know it’s a cold day, 
so thank you all for coming.”

Then Haqq read from Psalm 
135, “The idols of the nations are 
silver and gold…they have eyes 
but do not see; they have ears 
but do not hear,” as well as other 
texts including Abraham Lincon’s 
1863 Presidential proclamation of 
American thanksgiving to God. 
Haqq said, “Something I notice 

when people pray is that they 
speak in signals that aren’t loud 
enough. It seems more like they 
are speaking to an audience rather 
than praying to God.”

The second speaker of the night 
was Tyler Pedersen, the assis-
tant pastor, who said “one of the 
amazing things about our God is 
that he hears all of our prayers. 
When things are going good and 
when they aren’t, when we are 
struggling with sin he listens 
to us.” Pedersen offered a few 
readings before calling forward 
Joanna Mull and another devout 
believer to sing a great hymn.

After singing the hymn, Joanna 
Mull said, “I’ve been coming to 
this event a majority of my life. 
It’s a cool annual observance of 
our need for God and our belief 
in God. It rains almost every year 
so it really tests those of us who 
really want to be here.”

After listening to a number of 
readings from guest speakers and 
reciting the Our Father, Pastor 
Haqq asked everyone to pray in 
groups. Attendees prayed for the 
health of loved ones, for the world 
to heal and for each other before 
parting.

Josh Annis helped throughout 
the event performing tasks such 
as passing out flyers. His moth-
er Jackie Annis described him as 
a “church kid”because he’s been 

involved with enough events at 
the Christ Community Church to 
know that there are exactly 421 

chairs in the main sanctuary. 
Josh Annis said, “Whether it’s 
rain, sleet, or shine we’re always 

here on the first Thursday, or in 
this case, the first Wednesday of 
May.”

❚ COMMUNITY 

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, PHOTOS BY MATTY ANDERSON)
Joanna Mull posing with her mother.

Residents gathered for 
National Day of Prayer

Emmanuel Haqq, the Pastor of Christ Community Church posing with Tyler 
Pedersen, the assistant pastor.

Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed 
Council has a busy schedule of 
spring events including paddles 
and volunteer opportunities. 

For more information, visit 
www.c4rivers.org.

Landing work
On Saturday May 13, from 

9-11 a.m., C4R will work on 
refinements to the landing at 
Ware River Park in Gilbertville, 

Route 32, just north of the vil-
lage. If you’re interested in help-
ing, email Keith at chicopeewa-
tershed@gmail.com.

Ribbon cutting and 
opening day paddle

Saturday, May 27 at 9 a.m. 
will be the opening day paddle 
and ribbon cutting to “launch” 
C4R’s new Blue Trail, the Lower 
Ware River Blue Trail.  Paddlers 

will travel from Robbins Road in 
Ware to Bennett Street in Palmer 
along 8.5 miles of river (about 2.5 
hours).

This is quick, smooth water 
with one minor drop. Bring your 
own boat. 

Please RSVP by email to Keith 
at chicopeewatershed@gmail.com

Other events
An inaugural paddle of the 

Upper Ware River Blue Trail will 
be held Saturday, June 10 at 9 
a.m. at Old Furnace, Hardwick to 
Ware River Park, Gilbertville.

People can also paddle the 
Upper Chicopee River Blue Trail 
on Saturday, June 17.

Volunteer opportunities
C4R is looking for trail stew-

ards. These are folks who would 
adopt a trail segment or launch 

site and help keep an eye on it, 
keep it clean, clear, report any 
issues, etc. 

C4R also needs volunteers to 
grab river samples for water qual-
ity sampling of the Ware River on 
Thursdays at 7:45 a.m. in June 
through early September.

If you’re interested, email 
Keith at chicopeewatershed@
gmail.com.

Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed Council lists upcoming events
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FLOWERS 
FOR THE BEST MOM!

From Randall’s Kitchen
BRUNCH FAVORITES

READY TO GO AND GROW
Spectacular Mixed 

Hanging Basket 
Gardens

Our Signature!
Great Selections for 

Sunny or Shady Locations

Culinary Herb Gardens
Complimentary Combinations 

of Fragrant Flavorful Herbs
Mint, Parsley, Dill, Sage, 

Oregano, Rosemary & More!

Mom’s Favorite 
Fresh Cut 

Garden Flowers
Beautiful Bouquets 

& Arrangements
Chosen With Care

FOR MOM
Specialty 

Gift Baskets & 
Randall’s Gift Cards

Fresh Baked Quiche, 
Danish, Muffins, 

Apple Cider Donuts 
Boar’s Head 

Sweet Slice Ham
FRESH FRUIT SALAD & FRESH FRUIT PLATTERS

Fresh Baked Pies, 
Cookies & Desserts

For The Rose Garden
A Beautiful Collection of
Fragrant Rose Bushes
Hybrid Teas, Climbers, 

Landscape Roses & “Knock Outs”

Collections of Favorite 
Garden Plants

RETURNING YEAR AFTER YEAR

For The
Perennial Garden

Mother’s Day Gardens

Springtime Treat
Locally Grown Asparagus!

Gardens For The
Porch & Patio

Patio Pots Filled With 
Colorful Blooming 

Annuals & 
Tropical Plants

MAGEE

SCHOOL
COMMITTEE

for

A leader in education and a
strong advocate for our students

Educator for over 20 years
Special education leader and consultant
Mom of 3 BHS graduates
US Air Force veteran
President, Amherst-Pelham Education
Association (MTA)

Bachelor of Business Admin.
Master's of Education
Doctor of Law

Boston Red Sox Most Valuable Educator, 2019 

MAY 15    th

 VOTE   

MAGEE for SCHOOL COMMITTEE
PO Box 192, Belchertown, MA 01007

Lamikco "Meka" Magee brings a wealth
of experience to the Belchertown School
Committee and will be a strong advocate
for our students and schools. 

EXPERIENCE

EDUCATION

FUN HONOR

Mom, Veteran, Educator

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY MAGEE FOR SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Vote by mail or on 5/15

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving the Greater Springfield Area”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

DO YOU
OWN

A TORO?

BOYDEN &
PERRON, INC.
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst

413-253-7358
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4

www.boydenandperron.com

Count on it.

See Us,
Your Toro
Master
Service
Dealer

Need
Service, 
Parts

or
Accessories?

Simmons University 
The following local students were named to the 

Dean’s List at Simmons University for the fall 2022 
semester:

Saville Keyes of  Amherst 
Annick Sheridan of Amherst 
Simone Robinson of Belchertown
Abigail Rothstein of Belchertown 
To qualify for Dean’s List status at the school, under-

graduate students must obtain a grade-point average of 
3.5 or higher, based on 12 or more credit hours of work 
in classes using the letter grade system.

University of Central Florida
Kathryn Zawistowski of Belchertown has received 

her Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 
Accounting from the University of Central Florida’s 
College of Business Administration on May 5. Kathryn 
will immediately put her degree in action, as she has 
been hired by MSL CPAs & Advisors in Orlando, 
Florida.

CAMPUS NOTES

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Production staff needed 
for ‘The Mousetrap’

MONSON — The Arts Council is putting out the call to 
all directors, stage managers and producers interested in 
helping pull together the fall show, Agatha Christie’s “The 
Mousetrap” – the  longest running production in theater his-
tory since debuting in 1952.

The production will be presented in Memorial Hall.
The roles that need to be filled offer a stipend. According 

to a press release from the Monson  Arts Council, “If you 
are the kind of dynamic person that can help make this pro-
duction come alive (and get murdered on occasion), please 
send your resume to macdrama@monsonartscouncil.org. In 
the subject, please reference the role you are interested in.”

Brimming with intrigue, sophisticated humor and surpris-
ing twists, Agatha Christie’s iconic murder mystery – about 
a group of strangers trapped during a snowstorm – is the 
world’s most successful and longest-running play. After a 
local woman is murdered, the guests and staff at Monkswell 
Manor find themselves stranded during a snowstorm. 

It soon becomes clear that the killer is among them and 
the seven strangers grow increasingly suspicious of one 
another. A police detective, arriving on skis, interrogates 
the suspects: the newlyweds running the house; a spinster 
with a curious background; an architect who seems better 
equipped to be a chef; a retired Army major; a strange lit-
tle man who claims his car has overturned in a drift; and a 
jurist who makes life miserable for everyone. 

When a second murder takes place, tensions and fears 
escalate. This record-breaking murder mystery features a 
brilliant surprise finish from Dame Agatha Christie, the 
foremost mystery writer of her time.

The Arts Council encourages anyone with little or no 
experience to apply “when they feel they have a vision and 
the ability to meet the criteria described when clicking the 
links” at tinyurl.com/2k6ehmmk.

bankESB promotes 
Ian Megraw to IT Officer

EASTHAMPTON  — bank-
ESB recently promoted Ian 
Megraw to information technol-
ogy officer.

Megraw, of Southampton, 
joined bankESB in 2016 as a 
systems administrator. He has 
seven years of experience in 
banking and has many strengths 
that have significantly contrib-
uted to the success of the IT 
department and the bank’s conversions since joining the 
team

“He is a respected manager, strong technician, and an 
important part of the growing Hometown Financial Group 
family,” a press release states

Megraw earned an associate degree in Business 
Administration and Network Administration from John 
Abbott College.
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
Letters to the edi-

tor should be 350 
words or  less  in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin-
ions will be pub-
lished. We require 
l e t t e r  wr i t e r s  to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author-
ship prior to publica-
tion. We reserve the 
right to edit or with-
hold any submissions 
deemed to be libel-
ous or contain unsub-
stantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, def-
amation of character 
and offensive lan-
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by 
the author need to 
cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  
24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069 or via 
email to sentinel@
turley.com. The dead-
line for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Survivor benefits 
and spousal benefits 
are not the same

Dear Rusty: I will be 70 in August and will file 
my application for benefits in May. I know I’ll get 
my maximum possible amount at age 70, but I need 
you to clarify things I have read. Per an award-win-
ning TV host, author,] and host of a money podcast 
“if the higher-earning spouse delays until age 70 to 
claim Social Security, that guarantees the survivor 
the biggest possible benefit.” But then I read in a 
different article that if a person delays beyond their 
full retirement age to obtain a higher personal benefit 
like I have, my spouse’s benefit would still be based 
on my FRA benefit amount. I am confused about 
which statement is the correct version. 

Signed: Confused About My Spouse’s Benefit

Dear Confused: I’m not surprised that you are 
confused about these seemingly contradictory state-
ments. It is, indeed, quite logical and common for 
a widow or widower to think they must apply for a 
“spousal benefit” from their deceased spouse. And 
while that’s technically true, those of us who live in 
this often confusing world of Social Security jargon 
would say the widow or widower is applying for a 
survivor benefit, not a spousal benefit. What’s the 
difference? Well, when you’re speaking with a Social 
Security representative or an advisor, the term “spou-
sal benefit” means something entirely different than 
the term “survivor benefit.”

The two articles you mention are, I believe, refer-
ring to two different types of Social Security ben-
efit. The term “survivor benefit” is typically used 
to describe benefits available to a surviving spouse 
when the higher earner dies, but the term “spousal 
benefit” is typically used to denote benefits available 
to a lower earning spouse when both partners are 
still living. I agree this is confusing and that distinc-
tion was apparently not clear in the articles you read. 
Therefore, to clear your confusion:

If the higher earning spouse dies and has delayed 
claiming until age 70, that does, indeed, “guarantee 
the surviving spouse the biggest possible benefit.” 
The survivor’s benefit is based on the full amount the 
deceased was receiving at death. 

If both spouses are living and the higher-earning 
spouse delayed until age 70 to claim, their living 
spouse’s benefit, when the higher-earning spouse 
claims, will be a maximum of 50% of the high-
er-earning spouse’s Full Retirement Age amount. 
A living spouse’s benefit is based on their partner’s 
FRA amount, regardless of when their partner actu-
ally claimed.

So, in your case, your wife’s spousal benefit from 
you while you are both living will be based on your 
FRA entitlement, even though you waited longer 
to claim. But if you die first, your wife’s survivor 
benefit as your widow will be based on 100% of the 
amount you were receiving at your death. In effect, 
both statements you referred to in your question 
are true considering that they refer to two different 
benefit types. It is a terminology distinction which 
frequently causes misunderstanding.

This article is intended for information purpos-
es only and does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature American Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Mid spring questions 
for the Garden Lady

Lisa, who has a beautiful daffodil collec-
tion in Palmer, wrote in with this question 
for the Garden Lady:  “I planted a Rugosa 
rose bush that has encroached on a planting 
of ‘Barrett Browning’ Daffodils.  For the 
first year in over a decade, I had no blos-
soms at all!  I want to move them out of 
the way of the rose bush but I don’t know 
if it is the right time or not.  Can I lift and 
divide them now or should I wait?”

Thank you for your question!  It is the 
perfect time to move your daffodils!  

One thing to keep in mind, however, is 
that the bulbs will likely be in the ground 
deeper than you think. I actually use a 
spade when I have to dig mine up, so that 
is it a straight, up and down slice.  

I start four or five inches all the way 
around the clump and then carefully lift it 
out entirely, foliage intact.  

Usually, it is pretty easy to tease the 
bulbs apart by hand, separating them by 
size.  The biggest ones I replant at the same 
depth they were planted prior, with ground 
level at the point where the foliage turns 
pale.  

The general rule of thumb for distance 
from one another is twice the width of the 
bulb apart.  This can vary depending on the 
variety.  

A sprinkling of balanced fertilizer mixed 
in with the soil in the planting hole and 
thorough watering will get them off to a 
great start, hopefully with flowers for many 
years to come!

A question about sowing annual flowers 
came in from Melinda, who is introduc-

ing her young daughters to flower gar-
dening.  “I have never had much luck 
planting flower seeds directly in the 
ground.  Either the rain washes them 
away or they come up too close.  Is 
it too late to start a few easy flowers 
indoors?”  

I love that you are sharing your love 
of gardening with your children! My 
mom did that with me and it shaped my 

career path, for sure.  
I would so eagerly anticipate planting 

our garden every year! (Happy Mother’s 
Day, mom!)  Certainly it isn’t isn’t too late 
to get a head start. I would recommend 
sowing easy to handle annuals, plants like 
zinnia, marigold, calendula and bachelor’s 
button. 

They don’t take long to germinate and 
would be a handleable size by the end of 
the month, ready to be moved into the gar-
den after the danger of frost has passed.  

Generally, I fill up six-packs with moist 
potting soil and press two seeds per pack 
into the soil and cover slightly.  

I like to keep them warm to start, but 
once the seeds sprout, I try to have them 
outside for most of the time, so that they 
don’t get too leggy in the house. If both 
seeds sprout, I’ll separate them at planting 
time.  

One variety that does not need to be 
started indoors is the sunflower, if you try, 
usually the plants will end up spindly and 
tall and difficult to transplant. Simply sow 
these in place, thinning to at least a foot 
apart.  

My friend would always allow the seeds 
to mature on the plant and let them fall 
where they may, creating a colorful and 
eye-catching vegetable patch! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton

One of Congress’s most 
important jobs has 
gotten much harder

In the pantheon of writings about 
Congress, California Rep. Katie Porter’s 
new book will almost certainly draw 
attention for her unvarnished takes on the 

institution and her colleagues. In 
“I Swear: Politics is Messier Than 
My Minivan,” Porter finds plenty of 
targets, including her fellow House 
members, staffers, lobbyists – and 
how a seat in Congress is increas-
ingly out of reach for ordinary 
Americans.

“Congress is full of multimillion-
aires for the same reason that the NBA is 
full of tall people,” Porter – a single work-
ing mother – writes. 

“It’s easier to get recruited and win with 
such advantages.”

That’s all good fodder for commentary, 
but the line that really drew my attention is 
one that probably won’t get much notice. 

Please see CONGRESS, page 8
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To the Editor: 

Win, lose or draw, I have many 
folks in town to thank for their 
unbelievable support in the upcoming 
Town election! Your interest and help 
have been greatly appreciated and 
warmly received! Winning by write-in 
is hard to do without a Committee - 
but many of you chipped in. I’ve had 
fun expressing my opinions - open 
mouth, insert foot!! But you always 
know where I stand!! And if I lose the 
election, well that’s OK too! One old 
farmer told me 40 years ago, that 
“every kick is a boost up!” I may 
reach the sky!

Belchertown is a GREAT place to 
live, raise a family, and finally move to 
South Cemetery where many friends 
now reside! God Bless all and thanks 
for the ride!!!!!

W. Daniel Fitzpatrick

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT DANIEL FITZPATRICK

Property Maintenance & Improvements
Excavation • Underground Utilities
Water • Sewer • Septic • Drainage

Grading • Paving • ADA Accessibility
Lance Bristol • email: albristol381@aol.com
Cell: (413) 519-0483 • Bus. (413) 532-3911

A.L. Bristol & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1968  Licensed/Insured

www.albristolandsons.com • South Hadley

FULL-TIME BUILDING CUSTODIAN – SENIOR CENTER
The Building Custodian performs unskilled manual work in maintaining the cleanliness and neatness of the 

Senior Center buildings.
Major Duties: sweeping, mopping, waxing and buffing floors; vacuuming carpets and rugs; cleaning/sanitizing 

restrooms; emptying the trash; dusting and general cleaning of offices and furniture; and refilling rest room supplies; 
and cleaning windows. Steam cleans rubber mats on kitchen floors; cleans and maintains medical equipment. 
Maintains, or assists with maintenance of, the outside of buildings including shoveling snow off of stairs and 
walkways, and sweeping stairs and walkways. Cleans and maintains industrial kitchen appliances when needed; 
scrubs and washes kitchen utensils. Unpacks and stocks shelves with weekly food order, stocks home delivered 
meals in closet as needed. Sets up, breaks down and cleans the dining room after extracurricular activities.

Recommended Minimum Qualifications: Ability to read, write, and communicate in English; up to one year of 
experience in custodial work preferred; or any equivalent combination of education and experience. Ability to lift up to 
60 pounds. Possession of a valid motor vehicle operator’s license.

This is a grade 3 position, benefited, with a pay range of: $19.01 - $24.26/hour.

If you would like to join our team, please complete an application online at www.belchertown.org/human_resources 
or emailjobs@belchertown.org for more information. Applications will be accepted until positions are filled.

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs
Lic. # 809640  www.LittleFriends39.com

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

413-323-8447

 HAVE FUN 
LEARNING!

TEMPORARY 
DRIVERS NEEDED

The Belchertown Senior Center is looking for 
drivers to deliver meals to homebound elders 
generally on weekdays between 10:30 am and 
12:30 pm depending on the route. This temporary 
position starts at $7.25/hour plus mileage 
reimbursement and could last through the summer.  
This is more than a job, it is an opportunity to be  
of service to people in need. In addition to 
delivering meals, you are an important daily 
contact for the elders.

A valid driver’s license, reliable vehicle,  
a good driving record and reliability are required. 
If you would like to join our team, please complete 
an application online at www.belchertown.org/
human_resources or email jobs@belchertown.org 
for more information. Applications will be accepted 
until positions are filled.

Belchertown Police Log
Editor’s note: The following are brief explanations of 

select entries in the Belchertown Police log and arrests 
for the weeks of April 26 through May 2. The information 
was provided by a member of the police department based 
on the review of the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explanation to some of the 
calls police respond to every day. Of the 353 calls police 
responded to, there were 10 incidents, two accidents, two 
arrests/summons and 30 citations.

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Wednesday, April 26

9:38 a.m. - A female party was arrested on charges of 
domestic assault and battery, strangulation and resisting 
arrest.

Sunday, April 30 
10:09 a.m. – A 33-year-old Hyde Park man was issued 

a summons for unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle 
and speeding. An officer, traveling north on Bay Road, 
saw a vehicle traveling at a high rate of speed. The officer 
stopped the vehicle. The registered owner’s license was 
expired and nonrenewable.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Wednesday, April 26

5:41 p.m. – An officer took a report of unemployment 
fraud. 

Thursday, April 27
12:39 p.m. – An officer took a report of unemployment 

fraud. 
5:55 p.m. – An officer responded to an accident on State 

Street. A vehicle slowed in traffic traveling east on State 
Street. A second vehicle struck the first in the rear. The 
driver said they didn’t see the other vehicle and because he 
was distracted. No injuries were reported, and no tow was 
necessary. 

Friday, April 28
11:56 a.m. - Officers responded to speak with a person 

regarding a car accident involving a deer. The driver was 
driving on State Street when a deer entered the roadway 
unable to stop. The deer had bad injuries and was eutha-
nized. 

12:35 p.m. – An officer took a report from a resident 
who was unable to find their EBT card and wished to file 
a report. 

2:32 p.m. – An officer received a wallet found that the 
USPS Officer left at the drop box location.

5:43 p.m. – An officer took a report of unemployment 
fraud. 

Saturday, April 29
12:48 p.m. – An officer responded to an accident on 

Jabish Street. Two vehicles were on a one-way street in 
front of Jabish Brook Middle School. One vehicle began 
backing out and struck the front right side of the vehicle 
behind it. There was some damage reported. Both vehicles 
were able to be driven from the scene and no injuries were 
reported. 

Sunday, April 30
9:04 a.m. – An officer took a report of unemployment 

fraud. 

Monday, April 31
8:06 a.m. – An officer and Belchertown Fire and para-

medics responded to a report of a large oak tree that fell 
on the home. National Grid and the building inspector 
responded on scene as well. The house shed and vehicle 
were damaged. Photos were taken.

9:43 a.m. – An officer responded to a North Main Street 
residence for a wellbeing check at the request of a local 
bank. There were concerns about someone trying to access 
their bank account. There were allegations of unauthorized 
charges. The matter was forwarded to the detective bureau 
for further processing.

3:40 p.m. - An officer took a report of unemployment 
fraud. 

3:43 p.m. - An officer took a report of unemployment 
fraud. 

Tuesday, May 1
4:04 p.m. – An officer responded to assist a person 

going to receive property from a residence in town. There 
were concerns about the person at the property. 

4:32 p.m. – An officer took a report of unemployment 
fraud. 

Granby Police Log
Editor’s Note: The Granby Police Department respond-

ed to 153 calls for the week of April 28 through May 4. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law. The Granby Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, April 28 
5:57 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer observed a 

motorcycle traveling at a high rate of speed. Radar con-
firmed that the motorcycle was traveling at 84MPH in 
40MPH zone. The motorcycle was stopped and the opera-
tor was issued a civil citation for speeding.

Saturday, April 29
5:01 a.m. – While on patrol, an officer observed a motor 

vehicle traveling at a high rate of speed. Radar confirmed 
that the vehicle was traveling at 69MPH in 50MPH zone. 
The vehicle was stopped and the operator was issued a 
civil citation for speeding.

7:44 a.m. – Several 911 callers reported a head-on colli-
sion on Route 202 near the Belchertown town line. Granby 
Police and Fire responded. Mutual aid was requested for 
additional ambulances from Belchertown Fire and South 
Hadley District 1 and 2 Fire. Three people were transport-
ed to Baystate Medical Center and 1 person was transport-
ed to Holyoke Medical Center with injuries ranging from 
minor to severe. Responding officers completed an acci-
dent report and the accident is under investigation.

8:06 p.m. – A motorist reported a suspicious vehicle 
parked on Lyons Street in the middle of the road. Officers 
responded and found the operator was passed out in the 

driver’s seat. Upon further investigation, officers deter-
mined that the operator was under the influence of alcohol.

8:35 p.m. – Norman Lacrosse, 55, of Chicopee was 
placed under arrest for operating a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of alcohol.

Sunday, April 30 
12:36 p.m. – An employee reported that their car was hit 

by a patron pulling into a parking spot. Officers responded 
and determined that the operator was under the influence 
of drugs.

1:04 p.m. – Samantha Pohner, 38, of Granby was placed 
under arrest for operating a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of drugs, possession of a class A drug, and pos-
session of a class C drug.

2:32 p.m. – An employee called and stated that a female 
passenger from the previous accident in the parking lot 
was still at the store waiting for a ride and stole an item. 
An officer responded and discovered that the party took a 
cell phone case from the store without paying for it. The 
party was summonsed to court for shoplifting.

Monday, May 1
10:20 a.m. – A business owner reported that someone 

threw a brick through a window at their business. An offi-
cer responded and completed an incident report. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

8:31 p.m. – While on patrol, an officer observed a motor 
vehicle traveling at a high rate of speed. Radar confirmed 
that the vehicle was traveling at 61MPH in 35MPH zone. 
The vehicle was stopped and it was discovered that the 
operators right to operate a motor vehicle in Massachusetts 
was suspended. The operator was issued a criminal citation 
for speeding and operating a motor vehicle with a suspend-
ed license.

Tuesday, May 2
3:30 p.m. – A resident reported that someone fraudulent-

ly filed an unemployment claim in their name. An incident 
report was completed.

Wednesday, May 3
9:46 a.m. – A resident reported that someone had fraud-

ulently opened a bank account in their name. An incident 
report was completed.

Thursday, May 4
8:39 a.m. – A resident reported that a dirt bike was 

stolen sometime during the night from their garage. An 
incident report was completed and the matter is under 
investigation.

11:40 a.m. – A resident reported that someone had 
fraudulently opened a bank

account in their name. An incident report was complet-
ed.

❚ PUBLIC SAFETY
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between 

south and southeast
4. Fathers
9. Wine grape
14. Al Bundy’s wife
15. Organic compound
16. Venezuelan state
17. Interest term
18. Experts
20. Central cores of 

stems
22. Smooth and glossy
23. One-time S. Korean 

city
24. One from Damascus
28. Short message at 

the end of an email
29. It cools your home
30. Oh, God!
31. Intestinal pouches
33. Men
37. Popular English 

soccer team (abbr.)
38. Former CIA
39. Arrange in steps
41. A baglike structure 

in a plant or animal

42. The Great Lake 
State

43. Dog-__: to mark a 
page

44. Stop moving
46. Ancient Dead Sea 

region
49. Of I
50. Clerical vestment
51. Songs sung to a 

lover
55. Charges
58. Popular design 

program 
manufacturer

59. Where to park a boat
60. One who values 

reason
64. Slang for cigarette
65. Sailboats
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Screen material
68. Country music 

legend Haggard
69. Puts together in time
70. When you hope to 

arrive

CLUES DOWN
1. An involuntary and 

abnormal muscular 
contraction

2. Philly’s rail service
3. Leaves a place
4. No longer be a part in
5. Guitar players use 

them
6. Cease to exist
7. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
8. Shaking of the earth
9. Strong winds
10. For each one
11. A bog
12. The creation 

of beautiful or 
significant things

13. Affirmative
19. Pie _ __ mode
21. Nonclerical
24. Inspirational football 

player Hamlin
25. Learning 

environment
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. Bring out or develop

31. Shows up
32. Theatrical device
34. Loads
35. Popular Hollywood 

alien
36. Distinguishes
40. College dorm 

worker
41. Secondary or 

explanatory title
45. Resembling wings
47. One who delivers a 

speech
48. In the middle
52. Loop with a running 

knot
53. Airborne (abbr.)
54. Beloveds
56. Ordain
57. Breed of small cattle
59. Very small period of 

time (abbr.)
60. Revolutions per 

minute
61. They __
62. Longtime ESPN 

anchor Bob
63. A place to stay

School Choice openings for 
the 2023-2024 school year:

Grade 1................4 seats
Grade 4................8 Seats
Grade 6................5 Seats
Grade 7................5 Seats
Grade 8................5 Seats
Grade 9................5 Seats
Grade 10..............5 Seats
Grade 11..............5 Seats
Grade 12..............5 Seats

Applications for School Choice 
may be obtained online at 
www.palmerschools.org

or by contacting the 
Office of the Superintendent 

of Schools, 
4107 Main Street,

Palmer, Massachusetts 01069, 
(413) 283-2650. 

The fully completed application 
must then be returned to the 

Superintendent’s Office.
Deadline to submit applications is

August 1, 2023.

Students will be selected on a random basis by a lottery process pursuant 
to Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 76, Section 12B, Paragraph J. 

A sibling of a child currently attending Palmer Public Schools under the 
School Choice Program will receive preference in the admissions lottery. 

Parents will be notified in writing of the lottery results.

PALMER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM

2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER

www.nescoautobody.com

• All vehicles are sanitized before 
 and after repairs

• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

“As I see it,” she writes, “the real work of 
Congress is civic education.”

I agree. 
Nowhere in the Constitution does it say 

that the job of members of Congress is to 
educate their constituents, colleagues or 
Americans as a whole, but the plain truth 
is that they can’t be effective as representa-
tives or as politicians on Capitol Hill unless 
they do. Serving as trustworthy sources of 
facts and analysis ought to be a key part of 
every legislator’s responsibilities, both in 
their chambers and at home.

There are any number of reasons for this. 
The issues Congress deals with are often 
complicated and full of nuance, but even on 
some of the most basic facts, there’s wide-
spread misunderstanding. No, foreign aid is 
not a significant part of the U.S. budget; it’s 
less than 1%. 

No, undocumented immigrants aren’t 
disproportionately responsible for crimes, 
compared to native-born Americans. No, 
China doesn’t own more than half of U.S. 
debt; in fact, the largest foreign holder of 
the debt, at least as of late last year, was 
Japan, but even it pales in comparison to 
the almost 22% of that debt held by the 
federal government itself (Social Security 
is a big player) and the 20% by the Federal 
Reserve system.

My point here is not to bombard you 
with facts, but to say that they matter when 
policy is being formulated. That’s espe-
cially true in Congress, where the starting 
point for reaching some sort of compro-
mise on any given issue is being able to 
agree on a common set of facts. To build 
consensus, you have to clear mispercep-
tions out of the way – in such a politically 
diverse body it’s hard enough to hammer 
out an agreement when everyone agrees 

on the basics, but it’s  impossible when the 
players can’t even find common ground on 
the facts.

This holds equally true when members 
of Congress and political candidates try to 
explain their positions or build support for 
them with the public. Voters are inundated 
with “information” – some of it reliable, 
much of it not. Our system asks them to 
sort through it and arrive at conclusions 
about what’s best for their communities 
and the country as a whole. Legislators 
have access to a broad array of trustworthy 
information and analysis, and in an ideal 
world would play a key part in helping 
ordinary Americans work through and 
understand the issues in front of them.

But, of course, we don’t live in an ideal 
world. Lots of powerful groups – some 
legitimate, some malign – seek to manipu-
late public opinion and they’re very good at 
it. Even worse, some members of Congress 
and of state legislatures in recent years 
have shown themselves less interested in 
purveying facts than politically conve-
nient misinformation. For politicians who 
are dedicated to communicating the facts 

and what they mean for policy, the sheer 
cacophony of misleading information and 
trolling by their colleagues makes things 
much more difficult.

This does not mean, however, that they 
should just throw up their hands. In the 
end, representative democracy is a dialogue 
between citizens seeking to make good 
judgments and elected officials determined 
to help them do so. 

Politicians who are devoted to under-
standing the facts that underlie complex 
issues and then to explaining them to 
the public perform a vital service in our 
democracy. Those are ones who deserve 
our respect and support.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor 
for the Indiana University Center 
on Representat ive  Government;  a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice 
at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 
years.
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It is May and this is the month 
ruby-throated hummingbirds usually 
return to this area. 

Some people already put out nectar feed-
ers in anticipation of their return. I will put 
out a nectar feeder this weekend. I usually 
see the males first, then the females.

The ruby-throated hummingbird is the 
only hummingbird found in Eastern North 
America.

These birds are only 3 ½ inches long and 
are green. The male has a black head, iri-
descent red throat, which may appear black 
and a white breast and belly. 

The female is green with a whitish throat 
and underbelly. Eyes and bills are black.

Hummingbirds eat flower nectar, insects, 
spiders and sap form sapsucker drilled 
holes. They come to hummingbird feeders. 

In spring, the male defends a territory of 
about ¼ acre. 

In dive displays, he flies in a U shape, 
rising about 10 to 20 feet on both sides. It 
resembles the swinging of a pendulum. 

After mating, the female lays two white 
eggs in cup shaped nest of plant down, bud 
scales, covered with lichens, bound with 
spider’s silk and placed on a small, hori-
zontal limb.

Ruby-throated hummingbirds, both male 
and female, near migration, will tempo-
rarily defend a food source such as nectar 
feeders. They migrate 600 miles across the 
Gulf of Mexico, having stored enough food 
to make the crossing.

Hummingbirds make varied chips and 
twittering noises. Their wings make a whir-
ring or humming noise, which is how they 
got their name. 

When I refill a nectar feeder and return 
to hang it out, I often hear their humming 
wings, or I will see them perched on a 
nearby branch. 

Nectar
I mix ¼ cup white sugar to 1 cup water. 

The mixture should be brought to a boil to 
ensure all the sugar dissolves and to elimi-
nate bacteria. 

Cool the mixture before setting it out. 
It also can be kept in the refrigerator for 

about a week. It is important to keep nectar 
feeders clean and change the mixture fre-
quently. 

I prefer the nectar feeders that have a 
moat on top to fill with water to deter ants. 

I have several larger birds, who drink 
water from the moat. I even have downy 
woodpeckers that drink nectar.

Nesting bluebirds
A Belchertown resident said he saw a 

nesting pair of bluebirds in his yard, so he 
built a bluebird house and now the pair call 
the bird house home. He succeeded in his 
quest to attract bluebirds to his yard.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male ruby-throated hummingbird Bluebirds

Please see BACKYARD, page 9
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Over 25 Years of Administrative 
Leadership Experience:
• Executive Director, New England 

Coalition for Cancer Survivorship
• Executive Director, Phyllis and Jerome 

Lyle Rappaport Charitable Foundation
• Assistant Vice President,  

United Ways of New England
• National Communications Director, 

National Assoc. of Gov. Employees, 
SEIU

• MBA, Suffolk University, BSSP,  
Emerson College

• Massachusetts raised & educated &  
a diehard Patriots fan

• Married 30 years & Co-Mom of  
2 good dogs and 2 mischievous cats

What will Lesa do for you?
• Attract business development at the State School and fill empty storefronts
• Increase transparency in local government
• Promote a safe and welcoming community for all
• Listen to the needs and concerns of residents
• Work with town & community leaders to present common sense solutions

VOTE 
Lesa Lessard Pearson

Belchertown Select Board
Monday, May 15th

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT LESA LESSARD PEARSON  FOR SELECT BOARD

VOTE 
Lesa Lessard Pearson

Candidate for Select Board
May 15th, 8 am – 8 pm 

Belchertown High School Gym

Vote by mail or in person 
by MONDAY 5/15

Outstanding Customer Service For Over 80 Years!

84 Hubbard Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm;  Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

• Composite 
decking & railing 

• Interior & exterior 
doors

• Sierra Pacific 
Windows and Doors

• Roofing
• Interior millwork 

& trim 
• Hardwood and luxury 

vinyl plank flooring
• Cabinets and 

countertops
• Grass seed
• Select fertilizer

We welcome homeowners & contractors. 

Love These Looks?
We can help you get them!

We are a 

dealer!

We carry Poulin chicken, 
rabbit, horse and goat feed.
Shavings for animal pens & 

cages also sold here.

Pileated woodpeckers
The Belchertown resident also has pileat-

ed woodpeckers at his feeders. I often hear 
pileated woodpeckers calling or hammering 
away on a tree, but I rarely see one. 

The other day, I heard the call and looked 
up to see one fly from my yard to the woods 
across the street. 

Ospreys
I received an email this week. The writer 

visited the site in Wilbraham where osprey 
had nested previously. 

He said, “I saw two osprey at a nest on a 
light pole. I don’t thing they are incubation 
eggs because one bird brought a stick to the 
nest while I was there and both birds left the 
nest which I don’t think would happen if 
incubation had started.” 

He said for anyone wanting to go see this 

nest the best place to view the nest is from 
the Wilbraham Senior Center parking lot 
and park on the side of the lot facing the 
playing fields. There are stick nests on three 
light poles. 

He said, “The nest I saw the birds at was 
the right most light pole as viewed from the 
Wilbraham Senior Center.” I think I will 
take a road trip to Wilbraham.

Other birds
An Oakham couple saw the first grackle 

of the year last week. I had a male goldfinch 
in bright yellow plumage perched on my 
feeder pole recently. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 8

need to be another town meeting in order 
to present another budget cutting 1% 
from the total budget.

Selectboard member Jim Barry said 
for multiple years the question of how to 
fix the structural deficit, but that the town 
meeting floor was not the time to vote on 
the proposed reduction.

“We try to keep the services needed, 
to keep the schools open, keep the police 
department open, keep up on the roads 
and use the money... to close the deficit 
and present a balanced budget,” he said. 
“We’ve been talking about the structural 
deficit for 30 years and for 30 years we 
wait until the last minute before coming 
here to say, ‘The sky is falling, the sky is 
falling. Please do something…’ I don’t 
think it’s up to this group tonight to say 
no.”

Finance Committee Chair Laurie Shea 
said the town meeting voters should get 
to decide on the budget that evening, 
added that the committee would have 
like more information on the budget this 
year.  

“The Finance Committee would have 
liked more information this year just to 
have been comfortable and understand 
what would be best for the town for the 
future,” she said. “But whatever we feel 
personally or professionally, it’s up to 
each and every one of you to make a 
determination on what we’d like to do.”

Following the discussion, the voters 
approved the article on the budget with a 
majority vote.

BUDGET from page 1 Appointments of 
local residents at 
Big Y announced

SPRINGFIELD  –  The management 
of Big Y Foods, Inc. has announced the 
following new appointments:

Ross M. Corcoran of Belchertown,  
Inventory Control Manager in the 
Springfield Fresh & Local Distribution 
Center

Steven A. Fernandes of Belchertown, 
Continuous Improvement Systems & 
Analytics Specialist, in the Springfield 
Store Support Center  

Tara A. Beauregard of Granby, Fresh 
Foods Coordinator – Produce in the 
Springfield Store Support Center

Calvin J. Eckerle of Granby, Customer 
Service Manager in the Northampton Big 
Y Supermarket

Sara L. Rooney of South Hadley, Deli, 
Kitchen & Bakery Merchandiser Trainer 
in the Springfield Store Support Center

C h r i s t o p h e r  R .  Wo l o s z y n  o f 
South Hadley, Senior Design Product 
Marketing Supervisor in the Springfield 
Store Support Center.

According to Michael J. Galat, vice 
president employee services, “At Big Y, 
we are committed to providing the tools 
and training necessary to support our 
employees in their development. We look 
forward to their growth in the pursuit of 
excellence as they personally develop 
their own skills in order to take on these 
new levels of responsibility.”  

PALMER – Motorcyclists from all 
over can assemble at St. Paul’s Church 
of Palmer, corner of Park and Central 
streets, to have motorcycles and riders 
blessed at the “Blessing of the Bikes” 
event on Saturday, May 13 at 10 a.m. 

Rain date is Sunday, May 14 at noon.
It includes a gift of an embroidered 

“Blessings of the Bikes” motorcy-
cle jacket patch for each rider. Local 
non-profit cycle groups will be repre-
sented and will share their unique rider’s 
charities. 

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic.

According to Rev. Steven Sousa, min-
ister of St. Paul’s Church, “For many 
people, riding a motorbike is more than 
just a mode of transportation; it’s an 
adventure, a sensation, and an experience 
unlike any other. It’s frequently linked to 
liberation and the desire to be free of all 

shackles. It’s no wonder that the motor-
bike has found its way into everyone’s 
hearts. It’s one adrenaline-pumping ticket 
to your liberation.  Each rider and their 
bikes will have prayers offered for them 
for safety, joy and companionship of the 
road and trail.  We invite all motorcycle 
and motorsports enthusiasts out to our 
blessing. Come as you are, leave bless-
ed!”

The first 100 attendees will receive a 
free “Blessing of the Bikes” embroidered 
patch.  Coffee and refreshments will be 
served. 

About St. Paul’s Church of Palmer
Since 1937, St. Paul’s has faithfully 

served the greater Palmer community 
through various outreach and spiritual 
avenues.  At its heart, is the message of 
grace, acceptance, and love.  

For more information, visit www.
StPaulsPalmer.org.

‘Blessing of the Bikes’ at St. Paul’s

Motorcyclists from all over the region are invited to the annual the “Blessing of the Bikes” on Satur-
day, May 13 at 10 a.m. Rain date is Sunday, May 14 at noon.
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JIM POTTER
TOP SELLING MULTI-MILLION

DOLLAR REALTOR

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH
Call, Text or email for a complimentary market analysis

No Gimmicks or Team Members
Hard work and personal attention is what you’ll get

Let my expertise get you top dollar
Find out what your home is worth today 

Call or Text for an exclusive appointment

413-221-5230 
jimpotter@jonesrealtors.com • 200 Triangle Street, Amherst, MA 01002

There’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 

certainly does. Talk with him and you’ll agree.

For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 

DevineOverhead Doors

Call Today for  Professional Installation
413.586.3161

www.devineoverheaddoors.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Band gives a musical 
taste of Americana
BY MATTY ANDERSON
Staff Writer
manderson@turley.com

B E L C H E RT O W N –  T h e 
Squeezebox Stompers rocked 
the house at the Clapp Memorial 
Library on Saturday afternoon.

The Squeezebox Stompers are 
a Boston area Americana Roots 
band which, for the past 20 years, 
has been performing Cajun, 
Zydeco, Blues, Folk and original 
songs all over New England. The 
band is known for their step-live-
ly up-beat music that encourages 
audiences to get up and dance. 

The group’s instrumentation 
includes accordion, keyboards, 
fiddle, saxophone, harmonica, 
penny whistle, guitar, bass and 
drums. The Squeezebox Stompers 
“guarantee a rockin’ good time at 
family-friendly outdoor events, 
festivals, clubs, dances, private 
parties and more.” The group con-
sists of Larry Plitt, Art Schatz, 
Ralph Tufo, Geoff Wadsworth, 
Bert Syms and Jeff O’Neil. Each 
member is versatile and skilled in 
multiple instruments.

Depending on the event or 
venue, the band can perform with 

three to six members. At this one 
four members performed – Ralph 
Tufo, Geoff Wadsworth, Art 
Schatz and Larry Plitt.

Ralph Tufo plays the accor-
dion, piano, Anglo-concertina 
and Cajun accordion. He was 

a founding member of the 
Boogaloo Swamis who were four-
time Boston Music Award win-
ners. The Swamis were largely 
responsible for the introduction of 
Cajun, Zydeco, and New Orleans 
music to New England.

Geoff Wadsworth is a gradu-
ate of Berklee College of Music 
and he’s been a professional 
musician and recording engineer 
for over thirty years. He current-
ly performs with the Squeezebox 
Stompers, The Monks of Funk, 
and a variety of other excellent 
musicians. He has also performed 
with Ben E. King, The Coasters, 
Chuck Berry, The Drifters, The 
Boogaloo Swamis, The Walker 
Band and The Eyes.

Art Schatz, one of the new-
est members of the Squeezebox 
Stompers, has been a mainstay 
fiddler on the Boston country and 
bluegrass scene for over 30 years 
with a style that ranges from folk/
Cajun to classic Country, Blues 
and Swing. He also plays with the 
Beantown Buckaroos and Foggy 
Mountain Consort. When he isn’t 
performing, Ralph enjoys teach-
ing the fiddle to aspiring musi-
cians around New England.

Larry Plitt’s playing is rooted 
in the Piedmont and Delta blues 
styles and peppered with Cajun, 
Zydeco, Celtic and classical influ-
ences. He loves singin’ the blues. 
As a veteran of the San Francisco 
folk rock scene of the early 70’s, 
he played in a number of bands 
including Camp Granada and the 
Stephen Fiske Band.

The band played their signature 
song, “The Squeeze Box Stomp,” 
named for the age-old percussion 
style of stomping, as well as some 
fan favorites including “Nothin’ 
But The Blues” and “Cajun 
Party.” The band has a very casual 
and inviting approach to perform-
ing; they invited a fan up to throw 
on the rub bird, a vest that dou-
bles as a percussive instrument,  
and play with the band. 

Along with the rub bird, the 
band brings props, including a toy 
alligator to make the experience 
more fun for everyone. Ralph 
Tufo said, “This was great, we 
love playing for intimate audienc-
es because we get to tell stories 
about our songs and get live feed-
back. I just wanted to say this is 
a beautiful building with a great 
atmosphere; maybe we’ll be back 
again.”

The Squeezebox Stompers will 
be performing in Westhampton 
Friday August 11, and they are 
looking forward to their CD 
release party on May 19 in 
Marblehead. If you’re interested 
in future shows and merchan-
dise, everything is listed on the 
Squeezebox Stomper’s official 
website. Visit www.squeezebox-
stompers.com.

Squeeze box stompersSqueeze box stompers
  keep the beat  keep the beat

Left to right: Art Schatz, Geoff Wadsworth, Ralph Tufo and Larry Plitt.
This is a Savoy made specially for 
Ralph Tufo.

Left to right : Geoff Wadsworth, Art Schatz,  Eamonn Baecher (an audience member who joined the band for the Squeeze Box 
Stomp),  Ralph Tufo and Larry Plitt.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MATTY ANDERSON)
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SPRINGFIELD – The boys volleyball 
program at Granby High School is still very 
young, but has made huge strides since 
becoming a varsity sport. Last Monday, the 
Rams defeated host Commerce in five sets 
3-2. Michael Swanigan had an impressive 
25 kills in the long match. Jake Gagnon 
had 37 assists and Braeden Gallagher and 
Nathan Walsh had 15 digs each. Granby 
will qualify for the state tournament with 
a 10-4 record with a few games remaining.

Granby Granby 
volleyball volleyball 
outlasts outlasts 

CommerceCommerce

Jake Gagnon sets up a possible spike.
PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 

Braeden Gallagher gets a bump from the back line.

Michael Swanigan gets a side bump. Nathan Walsh sets for the Rams. Samuel Weatherbee goes for a spike.

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

B E L C H E RT O W N — T h e 
Belchertown Orioles are the only 
Division 4 opponent listed on 
the South Hadley boys varsity 
lacrosse schedule. 

Junior Ethan Roy and his 
Tige r s  t eammates  p roba-
bly wouldn’t mind facing the 
Orioles a few more times this 
spring. 

Led by Roy, who scored a 
career-high six goals, the Tigers 
snapped a six-game losing streak 
with a 17-6 non-league road vic-
tory over the Orioles, last Friday.  
The 17 goals were a season high 
for the Tigers.

“We haven’t won a game in 
a very long time, so this is a 
very big win for us,” said Roy, 
who netted five of his six goals 
during the first half. “We played 
very well as a team.” 

The Tigers (3-8, 1-6 Valley 
Wheel) hadn’t celebrated a vic-
tory since defeating league rival 
East Longmeadow, 13-10, in 

another road match on April 6. 
They also posted an 8-5 non-
league road win versus Amherst 
Regional three days earlier. 

Because they play a very diffi-
cult regular season schedule, the 
Tigers were ranked 20th in the 
latest MIAA Division 4 power 
rankings. The top 32 teams in 
each Division automatically 
qualify for the state tournament.  

“It was a lot of fun playing a 
game against a Division 4 team 
for a change,” Roy added. “It 
should give us a lot of confi-
dence in our next game.” 

S o u t h  H a d l e y ’s  o t h e r 
league opponents besides East 
Longmeadow are Longmeadow, 
M i n n e c h a u g  R e g i o n a l , 
Westfield, and Pope Francis.

“Playing the higher Division 
teams does help us become 
a better team,” said first-year 
South Hadley head coach Jeff 
Marion. “We’ve been improving 
in every game that we play. It 
also helps us in the power rank-
ings.”        

Orioles fall to Tigers

PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Jack Dragon circles around a defender.

LUDLOW – Last Wednesday 
afternoon, the Orioles offense 
put a show against Ludlow with 
a 23-3 win. The day closed out as 
Belchertown scored 10 times in the 

fourth and nine more times in the 
fifth. Ian McDonald pounded out 
three hits and had five RBI. Evan 
Ferguson and Aiden Torna had 
three RBI each. Brady Perkins had 

two hits and scored twice. Ludlow 
got two RBI from Matt Favata and 
Dan McKenney had a double for 
the Lions. Belchertown improved 
to 10-2 while Ludlow is 3-10.

Orioles score 19 runs in two innings 

PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Ian McDonald fields a grounder to short. Brady Perkins pitches for the Orioles.

Joseph Mankowsky slides safely into second base.

Josh Misiaszek fields a bouncer.

Please see ORIOLES, page 12
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Megan Bly catches an out at first.

Pathfinder handed loss by Pope Francis

PA L M E R  –  L a s t 
Thursday afternoon, Pope 
Francis gave Pathfinder 
another defeat 16-1. Pope 
beat Pathfinder earlier this 
season also. The Pioneers 
are now 5-3 on the season 
with a lot of games still 
remaining on their schedule.

Olivia Ward squeezes an out in left. Greenly Lagimoniere makes the catch in 
center.

Jen Kinney fields a grounder.

Emma Cehvalier pitches for the Pioneers

BY TIM PETERSON
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Two girls soccer teams representing 
the Western United Pioneers had the opportunity to 
compete in the third annual USL Academy Cup, which 
was held at the Tournament Sportsplex in Tampa Bay, 
Florida, from March 30-April 2.  

It was the first time that the Western United Pioneers 
participated in the event. 

“The tournament was run very well, and it was a 
great experience for our girls,” said Joe Ferrara, who’s 
the Director of Soccer Operations for the Western 
United Pioneers. “I’ve received a lot of positive feed-
back from both the parents and the players.” 

The Western United Pioneers U19 and U15 soccer 
teams took part in this year’s Academy Cup match-
es because the Western Mass. Pioneers, which is a 
semi-pro men’s team, is a member of the USL (United 
Soccer League).

“The USL Academy is a youth platform for profes-
sional teams within in the USL system,” said Ferrara, 
who’s also the Pioneers General Manager. “Having the 
Pioneers gives us the rights to have the USL Academy 
teams.”     

Federico Molinari coached both the U19 and the U15 
teams at the USL Academy Cup. He has been coaching 
the Pioneers men’s soccer team for the past ten years. 
He’s also the club’s Director of Coaching. 

“It was a great experience coaching the two soccer 
teams. The players worked very hard at the Academy 
Cup,” Molinari said. “It was also the first time that we 
combined two age groups together. We really didn’t 
know how the other teams down there were going to 
be, but both of our teams competed very well against 
them.” 

The U-19 girls’ team, which was made up of players 
born in 2006 and 2007, finished with a 1-2-1 record.

“Players who were born in 2004, 2005, 2006, and 
2007 were eligible to play for the U19 team,” Ferrara 
said. “Our U19 team was one of youngest teams down 
there. We played mostly against 05 players. Our club 
currently doesn’t have a 05 team and the majority of the 
04 players are in college and they would be ineligible to 
play in the tournament.”   

The U19 team lost their first two matches 1-0 against 
teams from West Virginia and Tennessee.

“We hit the post three times in our first two games,” 

Pioneers U19, U15 
take part in tourney

The Tigers are also battling for a berth in 
the upcoming Western Mass. Class B tour-
nament. Only the top four teams qualify for 
that tournament.

The Orioles, who lost, 16-1, at South 
Hadley in last year’s match-up, had a 3-6 
overall record following last Friday’s home 
loss. 

“We played at South Hadley in a scrim-
mage before the start of the regular sea-
son, which was a competitive game” said 
Belchertown head coach Nick St. George. 
“I thought we matched up well against 
them. South Hadley played with a lot more 
emotion than we did in this game. It was 
a very disappointing performance by my 
team. We just struggled to match their 
intensity.”

The Orioles, who were ranked 40th in 
the Division 4 power rankings, will proba-
bly need to finish the regular season with a 
.500 or better record to qualify for the state 
tournament.    

Roy began his memorable afternoon 
against the Orioles by scoring a goal less 
than a minute into the opening period giv-
ing his team a 1-0 advantage. Junior Owen 
Dawson was credited with the assist.

“I have to give a lot of the credit to my 
teammates,” said Roy, who joined the var-
sity lacrosse team as a freshman. “They 
were able to draw the defenders and I was 
usually wide open when they passed me the 
ball. It was very easy to score goals.”      

Roy previous career-high was five goals, 
which he accomplished in a 5-1 home win 
over Agawam a year ago.

Roy scored another goal during the 
first twelve minutes of last Friday’s con-
test, which was assisted by senior captain 
Charlie Anischik, who’s planning to play 
soccer at Westfield State University in the 
fall.

Anischik, who recorded a hat-trick 

in the Division 4 state soccer finals last 
November, is also an outstanding lacrosse 
player. He contributed with a pair of goals 
and had two assists in the only meeting of 
the regular season against Belchertown. 

Junior Sly Curto scored the Tigers other 
first period goal, which was assisted by his 
classmate Jack Sullivan. Curto wound up 
scoring four goals.

South Hadley was leading 12-0 at half-
time, as they scored eight goals during the 
second period. 

“We do play a tough league schedule 
and we were able to score a lot of goals,” 
Anischik said. “We moved the ball well 
which created a lot of scoring opportuni-
ties. We can take a lot of positive things 
from today’s game and I’m very proud of 
the boys.”   

The other Tigers senior captains are 
Chase Mathers, Jack Sullivan, Eddie 
Wykowski, and Timmy Laporte.  

Roy scored three more goals during the 
second period, while Sullivan added a pair 
of goals. The visitors’ other three second 
period goals were scored by sophomore 
Avery Haber, Dawson, and Anischik.    

Goals by Anischik, Dawson, and Curto 
gave the Tigers a commanding 15-0 lead 
five minutes into the second half.

“It was very important for us to build a 
first half lead,” Marion said. “We were able 
to play a lot of our younger players during 
the second half.”   

With 2:53 left in the third period, the 
Orioles finally got on the scoreboard when 
senior Brady Moreau fired a shot into the 
cage past junior goalie Bennett Allen.

Belchertown junior Landon Andre also 
netted an unassisted goal during the final 
seconds of the third period. 

Two more goals by Moreau and another 
one from Andre sliced the Orioles deficit 
to 15-5 with seven minutes remaining in 
regulation. 

A couple of minutes later, Roy scored his 
sixth and final goal of the match.

The Orioles final goal was scored by 
senior Jeter Marques.

Curto netted his fourth goal, which was 
assisted by Dawson, just before the final 
horn sounded.  

The Tigers, who have won three road 
matches, would like to win a home match 
before the end of the regular season. 

Tyler McDonald slings a throw to first.

ORIOLES from page 11Roster spots 
remain open 
in Quabbin 
League

More players are needed for the 
Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball 
League as it seeks to infuse new talent 
into its league for the 2023 season.

The league recently held its open 
practice, but still has plenty of open 
roster spots remaining to fill for the 
2023 season.

Registration for the 2023 season 
remains open and any interested 
players can go to www.quabbinval-
leybaseball.org to get registered, or 
to seek more information or make 
inquiries about the league. The league 
website will also be updated over the 
next month with information about 
the upcoming season.

The season is scheduled to begin 
on Sunday, April 23. The league 
plays most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs 
following that. The league plays a 
15-game schedule and typically fields 
six teams each year. Games are usu-
ally played at 10 a.m. with fields in 
Easthampton and South Hadley nor-
mally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all 
abilities league and all are welcome 
to join. Eligibility is players who are 
age 28 and over. You must be 30 to 
be eligible to pitch in the league. Your 
age for eligibility is whatever age you 
will turn in 2023. 

Please see PIONEERS, page 14
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  BUSINESS 
CONNECTION

Your Local

Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations

Used Cars • Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender

Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SEPTIC
PUMPING

• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Compl
ete

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

Call Maureen McGarrett
at 413-283-8393 

or email:
mmcgarrett@turley.com

to advertise your 
business here!

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown

Lic. # 809640 www.LittleFriends39.com

Caring for Children 12mos. - Grade 3
Full day, before and after school programs
and a morning preschool program offered

413-323-8447

We
HaveOpeningsCaring for Children 1 year up to 9 years

Full day, before and after school programs

Lic. # 809640  •  www.LittleFriends39.com

Little Friends
Child Care Center

58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) 
Belchertown

413-323-8447

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get 
the Good 

Stuff

STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC.

3 STADLER ST., BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-4521
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4

 www.acestadler.com

UPS DROP CENTER 
& ACCESS POINT
Let us help with your 

shipping needs! CALL FOR 
DETAILS

Blue Coral® High Foam 
Car Wash Concentrate
64 oz.
BC WC107G

$599
/each

SAVE

29%

❚ SPORTS 

W I N C H E S T E R ,  N . H .  – 
Modified super star Brian Robie 
won Sunday’s 80-lap NHSTRA 
Modified feature at Monadnock 
Speedway, first setting fast time 
in time trials, and then leading the 
final 54 laps of the afternoon’s 
main event to top the second 
annual Duel at The Dog biggie.

Other winners on 2023 open-
ing weekend at the storied quar-
ter-mile speedbowl included Tim 
Wenzel after a post-race inspec-
tion was concluded awarding 
him the win in the NHSTRA 
Late Models, Cole Littlewood, 
who wired the Outlaw main, 
and Gordon Farnum, who rock-
eted to victory lane in the Mini 
Stock feature, something he did 
a dozen times a summer ago. On 
Saturday’s event, Colton Martin 
took the Pure Stock victory. Owen 
Zilinski led all the way to score 
the Young Guns victory. Steve 
Miller, last summer’s Six Shooter 
champion at Claremont, led all 
the way Sunday to earn his first 
career Monadnock victory.

Sunapee’s Robie a former track 
Modified champion here set fast 
time with a blistering circuit of 
12.660 seconds Sunday, the fast-
est of four sub-13 drivers in the 
18-car field. By virtue of a top-
four redraw, Sammy Rameau and 
Aaron Fellows sat on row one as 
the 80-lap main went green. 

Rameau, who like Robie has 
impressed in past victories here, 
jumped all over the opening lead 

and set fast time the first 25 times 
around. But then Robie, from 
row two, took control and never 
looked back. 

Fellows, strong in third until 

the victim of the second – of five 
– cautions, would return to notch 
a top ten finish, but with Robie 
and Rameau setting a blister-
ing pace, it was Kimmy Rivet, 

methodical all afternoon as she 
marched forward from row five, 
earning an impressive third-place 
finish.

Kenny Thompson led the first 
20 go-rounds of the Late Model 
feature but Ryan Bell, firing from 
row three, then took charge and 
outran 2022 Monadnock champ 
Tim Wenzel and Thompson 
into victory lane. In a post-race 
inspection, Wenzel was awarded 
the win. 

Farnum, who sold his champi-
onship Mini Stock ride only hours 
before Sunday’s feature gave it 
one last dash to victory lane. Cole 
Littlewood led all the way to win 
Sunday’s Outlaw main just ahead 
of Steve Bly. Littlewood’s brother 
Justin won the same event a year 
ago.

Monadnock Speedway will 
return to action on Msy 20, when 
it begins it 2023 Saturday night 
racing series as it hosts Military 
Appreciation Night, with a sev-
en-division card of racing.

RESULTS:

May 6 event 
Pure Stocks: Colton Martin, 

Zach Zilinski, CJ Johnson, Chris 
Davis Carlos Grenier, Chris 
Conroy, Teagan Edson, Mike 
Douglas, Dominick Stafford, 
Tim Taft, Trevor Carey, Chris 
Bingham, Jim Rhodes, Aaliyah 
Tacy,  Matt  Croteau,  Ricky 
Melcher

 May 7 Event:

Young Guns: Owen Zilinski, 
Adrian Smith, Emma Blake, 
Markus O’Neil, Kailyn Hubbard, 
Hunter Douglas

Six Shooters: Steve Miller, 
Michael, Yraton, Jacob Scott, Steve 
Miller Jr., John Thibodeau, Zach 
Zilinski, Andrew Scott, Tyler Scott, 
Garrett Barry, Rozwell Mason

Mini Stocks: Gordon Farnum, 
Louis Maher, Jon Fultz, Kevin 
Clayton, Chris Sontag, Robert 
Williams, Cameron Sontag, Patrick 
Houle, Skyler Shippee, Greg 
Millette, Reagan Buffum, Matt 
Lambert, Kyle Templeton

N H S T R A  O u t l a w s : C o l e 
Littlewood, Steve Bly, Phil Meany, 
John Meany, Leighton Lutz

NHSTRA Late Models: Tim 
Wenzel, Kenny Thompson, Hillary 
Renaud, JD Stockwell, Chris 
Emerson, Isabella Minchella, Kevin 
McKnight, Dan Robinson, Chris 
Castor, Robert Hagar

NHSTRA Modifieds: Brian 
Robie, Sammy Rameau, Kim Rivet, 
Tyler Leary, Geoff Rollins, Scott 
Zilinski, Jeff Battle, Adam Lapoint, 
Eric Leclair, Aaron Fellows, 
Nathan Wenzel, Nancy Muni-Ruot, 
Brian Chapin, Cole Littlewood, 
Josh Carey, Blair Culhane, Cory 
Plummer, Joel Belanger

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Brian Robie took the win in last Sunday’s modified event.

Robie takes modifieds win at Monadnock

WILBRAHAM – The 11th 
annual “Run for Rice’s 5K Road 
Race” will be held on Saturday, 
June 3 at 9 a.m. 

This popular, family-friendly 
5K road race begins at Christ the 
King – Epiphany Church, 758 
Main Street, Wilbraham, and 

winds through a flat, fast course 
in surrounding neighborhoods, 
ending at Rice Fruit Farm across 
the street from the start. 

Pre-registration fee for run-
ners and walkers is $20, while 
day-of-race registration is $25. 
Ages 18 and under registration 

is $15 including day-of regis-
tration. The first 150 registered 
runners by May 20 will receive 
our famous race t-shirt featuring 
the “Running Apple” logo, and 
all registered runners will receive 
a free Rice Fruit Farm ice cream 
with their bib number on day of 

race only.  Cash prizes will be 
awarded in several categories, 
and all proceeds benefit the Rice 
Nature Preserve maintenance 
fund of the Minnechaug Land 
Trust. Race day registration will 
be open from 7:30 a.m. until 8:45 
a.m. On-line registration now 

available at RunSignUp.com, and 
paper registration forms can be 
downloaded at the Minnechaug 
Land Trust website www.min-
nechauglandtrust.org .

11th annual Run for Rice’s 5K Road Race set for June 3
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707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

❚ OBITUARIES 

BELCHERTOWN - Beverly Ann Berry, 82, passed away 
peacefully on May 3, 2023. 

She was born on October 21, 1940 
in Northampton to the late Arthur 
and Jeannette (Latour) LaCasse, 
and spent her formative years in 
Haydenville and Williamsburg.

Beverly began a career as a home-
maker and dedicated her time to rais-
ing her two young children. 

Several years later, she began 
working at Crystal Springs Dairy 
Bar and later became a care provider 
at the Belchertown State School for 

many years before transferring to Monson Developmental 
Center from which she retired.

Beverly enjoyed playing games on her Kindle, reading, 
and doing puzzles. More than anything else, she enjoyed 
every moment she could spend with her family. 

She was the Matriarch of the family and played a large 
role in raising four generations filled with love, kindness, 
and respect. If anyone was ever in need, they knew “Mimi” 
would always be there to help in every way possible. 

She will be truly missed. Besides her parents, Beverly was 
preceded in death by her siblings, Arthur LaCasse, Frank 
LaCasse, Barbara Dugal, and Alice Fay. 

She is survived by her daughter, Cynthia A. Lamacchia 
(Manny); son, James F. Bachand (Kerry, Anthony Smith, 
Ciara Smith); granddaughter, Heather Newman (Chris); 
grandson, Peter Lamacchia; grandchildren, Damon, 
Benjamin, and Jessica Bachand, and their mom Erika 
Bachand (Matthew Gay); great-grandchildren, Brooke and 
Zakary Lamacchia, and their mom, Erica Stewart; sister, 
Loretta Kolosewicz; dear friend, Nancy Bachand, her hus-
band Bernie and their daughter, Patsy; as well as many niec-
es, nephews, and extended family and friends.

Visitation will be held on Thursday, May 11 from 4:00-
6:15 p.m. with a service to begin at 6:15 p.m. at the Beers & 
Story Belchertown funeral home. Burial will be held at the 
family’s convenience. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Beverly’s memory can be 
made to St. Jude Children’s Hospital by visiting  stjude.org. 
Please visit  www.beersandstory.com  to extend online con-
dolences.

BELCHERTOWN – Vincent Amedeo 
Carcione Jr. passed away on April 24, 
2023 at the age of 100.  

He was the youngest of 11 
children born to Italian immi-
grant  parents Philip, a shoe-
maker, and Maria, a home-
maker, on July 17, 1922.  He 
was born in Swampscott, 
but shortly after the family 
moved to Medford, where he 
grew up. 

“ V i n n y ”  a t t e n d e d 
Medford  High School where 
he played football and was 
in the drama club.  When he 
was a senior, he played the 
Tin Man in his high school 
production of the Wizard 
of Oz, which was the very 
first performance held in the 
Chevalier Auditorium when 
it opened in 1940.  

After WW II broke out, 
Vinny enlisted in the Navy 
Air Force under the V-5 pro-
gram, which allowed high 
school graduates to enlist and become 
pilots. He also served in the regular Navy, 
Merchant Marines and Coast Guard.  

After discharge from the military, he 
fell back  on his performing skills and 
became an entertainer, specializing in 
comedy, singing, harmonica and as a 
Master of Ceremonies.  He changed 
his name to Vincent Allen Carr and 
was known as Vin Carr, Gentleman of 
Comedy.  

He performed around New England, 
eventually spending two years in Canada 
before returning home to settle into a 
career as aninsurance claims inves-

tigator.  He changed his name back to 
Carcione once he had his own family.  

Vinny worked in insurance 
for over 30 years, but never 
lost his love of entertaining 
and even had a brief resur-
gence  as a stand-up comic 
after he retired, perform-
ing at clubs in the Boston 
area.  He also worked part-
time  for Fleet Bank, and 
as a videographer for the 
Everett High School Athletic 
Department.  

He was a member  of the 
American Legion, Post 45 
Medford, and the DAV Post 
Chapter 51, Everett.

Vinny was known for his 
outgoing personality, always 
quick with a joke or a song, 
and he loved to make peo-
ple laugh. He was a beloved 
father, uncle, brother-in-law 
and resident of Christopher 
Heights of Belchertown, 
where he had many, many 

friends among both residents and staff.  
He leaves behind his daughter and 

son-in-law, Nancy E. and Mark S. 
Huntington, son V. Allen Carcione Jr., 
granddaughter Teagan Carcione and wife 
Barbara A. (Kerrigan) Carcione.  His last 
wish was for people to “Be Happy. Tell 
jokes.”

Services will be held later this summer.
In lieu of flowers, donations can 

be made to the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. https://lovetotherescue.zendesk.
com/hc/en-us/articles/115002072967-
How-can-I-donate-in-honor-in-memory-
of-someone- 

Beverly Ann Berry, 82

Vincent A. Carcione, Sr.
Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$120, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel
Berry, Beverly Ann
Died May 3, 2023
Services May 11, 2023

Carcione, Vincent Amedeo
Died April 24, 2023

DEATH NOTICES

❚ SPORTS 

Molinari said. “The other team 
had a shot hit off the post, but the 
ball went into the net.”  

After playing a 1-1 tie against 
a team from Miami, Florida, the 
Western United Pioneers finished 
the tournament by posting a 4-3 
victory over a team from New 
Jersey. 

“Overall, the U19 team had 
a very good showing,” Ferrara 
added. “We played against older 
teams from the south, who have 
been playing together for a few 
years. Our two teams only had 
five or six training sessions.”  

Twelve of the U19 players 
attend a high school located in the 

region. 
Those players are Mia Carvalho 

(Ludlow), Sophia Scyocurka 
(Lud low) ,  Ca l l e igh  Fo ley 
(Ludlow), Emma Ellis (Ludlow), 
Brianna Ribeiro (Belchertown), 
Fallon Clancy (Belchertown), 
Brooke Burrows (Belchertown), 
Christina Ritter (Agawam), Ava 
Chevalier (Tantasqua Regional), 
Tess  Cheval ie r  (Tantasqua 
Regional), Claire Poindexter 
(Minnechaug Regional), and 
McKenzie Murray (Minnechaug 
Regional).         

The U15 team, which was 
made up of players born in 2008 
and 2009, finished the tournament 
with a 0-1-3 record. All three of 
their draws were scoreless.

Twelve members of the U15 
squad also live in the Turley 
Publications coverage area. 

They are Audrey Afonso 
(Ludlow),  Aneysha Donais 
( L u d l ow ) ,  K a c i e  K l i m e k 
(Ludlow), Valentina Molinari 
(Ludlow), Payton Dersarkisian 
(Ludlow), Ava Friese (Ludlow), 
Zor iah  Wray (Minnechaug 
Regional), Madison Boulanger 
(Chicopee) ,  Maeve  Car te r 
(Chicopee), Makenna Sacco 
(Hampden), Carson Humphries 
(Hampden), and Isabel Moreau 
(Belchertown).  

“I’ve coached the 09 players in 
the past,” Molinari said. “The 09 
players had to adapt to playing 
with the 08 players. It was also 

the first time that the U15 team 
played in a tournament outside of 
New England. They got to see a 
different style of soccer.” 

Because the Academy Cup 
matches took place in the after-
noon,  the  Western  Uni ted 
Pioneers players didn’t have a lot 
of time for sightseeing while they 
were down in Florida.

“Our games were in the middle 
of the day, which made it difficult 
to do anything else,” Ferrara said. 
“We did go out to eat together as 
a team a couple of nights. It was 
a fun experience for the players.”   

Ferrara is also the League 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  U n i t e d 
Women’s Soccer and is the owner 
of the New England Mutiny.

Both the Pioneers and the 
Mutiny play their home matches 
at historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow.

Ferrara is hoping a few of the 
Western United Pioneers girls’ 
soccer players join the Mutiny in 
the coming years.

“That’s our plan,” he said. 
“I’m always looking for the local 
soccer players to play for the 
Mutiny.”        

 Rich Friese, who’s from 
Ludlow, was also a member of 
the coaching staff at this year’s 
Academy Cup. 

Ferrara is looking forward to 
having several of the Western 
United Pioneers teams compete in 
the 2024 USL Academy Cup.

PIONEERS from page 12

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
2023 New England Collegiate 
Baseball League (NECBL) first 
pitch is slated for June 6, as 
Commissioner Sean McGrath has 
announced the full schedule for 
the 29th playing season. 

All eyes will be on Dodd 
Stadium in Norwich, Connecticut 
on June 6, as the league kicks 
off its season with the Mystic 
Schooners hosting the Newport 
Gulls in the lone matchup of 
opening day. Ten other teams, 
including the defending champi-
on Martha’s Vineyard Sharks, will 
get to work on June 7th, with six 
games on tap, while Sanford is the 
last team to open their season, part 
of a seven-game schedule on June 
8th that includes the first double-

header of the year.
In 2022, Martha’s Vineyard 

claimed their first league cham-
pionship with a 2-0 sweep of 
the Vermont Mountaineers. That 
completed a prolific season for 
the Sharks, who had hosted the 
2022 NECBL All Star Game and 
earned a Wild Card berth in the 
postseason. On their way to the 
championship, Martha’s Vineyard 
knocked off both of the top 
seeds, the Bristol Blues and the 
Mountaineers, who had each tied 
an NECBL record with 32 regular 
season wins. 

The anticipated rematches of 
the championship series will take 
place on June 27 on the Vineyard 
and July 12 in Montpelier.

Comprising 13 teams for the 

2023 season, the league will once 
again operate with a three-division 
alignment. The Coastal Division 
will feature five teams (Martha’s 
Vineyard, Mystic, Ocean State, 
North Shore & Newport), while 
the North Division (Keene, 
Vermont, Sanford, Upper Valley) 
and West Division (Bristol, Valley, 
North Adams, Danbury) will each 
include four teams.

Once again, all teams will play 
a 44-game slate in which they will 
play each of their divisional oppo-
nents seven times. Coastal Teams 
will play each non-division oppo-
nent twice, once at home and once 
on the road, while teams in the 
North Division and West Division 
will play non-divisional oppo-
nents three times apiece. 

The league is grateful to the 
work of Ben Grannan, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor of Business 
Analytics at Queens University 
(NC) for taking on the complex 
task of creating the 2023 sched-
ule. Grannan had to balance each 
team’s facility availability, the 
number of intra- and inter-divi-
sion matchups, travel consider-
ations, double-headers, off-days, 
and more.  

“The combination of comput-
ers and subject matter expertise 
is the current best practice to cre-
ate sports schedules,” explained 
Grannan. “Specifically, analyti-
cal models are used to track the 
potential home team, away team, 
and date of each baseball game 
during the season. The best sched-

ule satisfies as many items as pos-
sible from the list of submitted 
NECBL team requests as well as 
the league requirements. Most 
importantly, the league office 
participates in a feedback loop to 
review the schedule and identify 
any nuances missed by the com-
puter.” 

Sunday, June 23rd will see 
the league’s best gather at his-
toric Fraser Field in Lynn, 
Massachusetts for the 2023 
NECBL All-Star Game, presented 
by Metro Credit Union. The 

All-Star Game features the 
NECBL’s top talent, with play-
ers from all NECBL organizations 
showcasing their skills in front of 

NECBL announces full schedule for 2023 season

Please see BLUE SOX, page 17
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Contractors

(413) 323-6116(413) 323-6116
SCHEDULING SERVICE:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

413-323-9966MA Lic. #11406

www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com

Residential & Commercial
PLUMBING SERVICES

• New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
• High Efficiency Gas Boilers

• All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

CAPE COD 
CANAL CRUISE 
WITH LUNCH  – 
July 8, 2023
$125

June 10 ....U.S.S. Slater plus Lunch ................. $125
July 22 .....Escape to Rockport ......................... $89
Sept. 9 .....Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ...... $99
Sept. 16 ...Funny Girl at PPAC .......................... $120
Sept. 23 ...Johnny Mathis in Concert ............. $130

• Foundations/Slab Prep
• Grading/Sloping
• Utility Trenching
• Stumping/Grub Out
• Material Delivery
• Drainage
• Stone/Gravel Driveways
• Yard Expansion
• Sitework

Contact us for an estimate
Call or Text: 413-575-4632

Email: JLafleche57@gmail.com

Check us out on 
Facebook

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE  – 
Feel Free

APRIL 7 - 19, 2024
12-Night Caribbean ........................................from $2099
Aboard Norwegian Getaway Book Now for $100 pp Discount 
MAY 24 - 31, 2024
7-Night Bermuda-Maine ................................from $1699
Aboard Norwegian Gem Book Now for $100 pp Discount 
AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 6, 2024
7 Night Canada-New England .......................from $1499
Aboard Norwegian Gem Book Now for $100 pp Discount   

BOSTON — Senator 
Jake Oliveira and State 
Representative Aaron 
Saunders (7th Hampden 
D i s t r i c t )  w e l c o m e d 
students from across 
the district, including 
Andrew Knapp (second 
from left) and Caleb 
Brechner (third from 
left) from Belchertown 
High School, to Beacon 
Hill recently for Student 
Government Day. The 
s t uden t s  en joyed  a 
Statehouse tour and par-
ticipated in a spirited 
mock debate over the 
legal voting age.

STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT 

DAY

Local girls 
invited to learn 
outdoor skills

SOUTH HADLEY — Girls and their 
guardians are invited to camp for a free 

Intro to Outdoor 
Skills event at 5:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 31.

Girls will  earn 
their first Girl Scout 
patch while learn-
ing  bas ic  camp-

fire-building techniques, first aid and jack-
knife safety.    

This event is for South Hadley and 
Granby girls going into kindergarten and 
first grade in the fall and who are not cur-
rently Girl Scouts. It will be held at Camp 
Lewis Perkins, 9 Camp Perkins Road in 
South Hadley.

Parents or guardians who want to bring 
their girls to the event should RSVP by 
May 27 at bit.ly/osshadleygranby. For 
more  information on Girl Scouts, contact 
Hannah HLaprade@gscwm.org or 413-
584-2602, ext. 3604.      
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 10th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:

mmcgarrett@turley.com
MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

forward by the search committee. 
Will iams applied for the 

position but was not consid-
ered as a finalist by the Town 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  S c r e e n i n g 
Committee of which Nagel was 
a member. 

The Selectboard interviewed 
three candidates presented by 
the screening committee, but 

during its deliberation, the board 
unanimously opted to appoint 
Williams. 

Nagel’s amendment proposed 
that if the Selectboard does not 
choose one of the presented can-
didates for the position, that the 
committee would then present 
successive qualified candidates. 

He said the reason for the 
amendment was to make sure the 
process laid out in the bylaws 
was a trustworthy one and one 

that was being followed rather 
than being pointed at Williams 
or at the current formation of the 
Selectboard. 

Resident Elly Vaughan, and a 
member of the search committee, 
spoke in favor of the amendment.

“I think what it does is hold 
accountabi l i ty  and fol low-
ing of the systems in place so a 
Selectboard can’t just throw out 
all of the recommended qualified 
candidates,” she said. “I want to 

make sure we are not allowing 
this to take precedence.”

Selectboard Chair Jim Barry 
said the current process of hiring 
a new town administrator is listed 
in the current law. However, the 
town meeting establishes bylaws 
that sets the process to have the 
Town Moderator appoint mem-
bers of a search committee who 
would present candidates to the 
Selectboard, who would appoint 
someone. 

“If it’s important to you, I 
suggest you bring it to a Town 
Meeting as a proposed town 
bylaw that puts this into codifica-
tion,” Barry said. 

The proposed amendment was 
not approved by the town meet-
ing voters, but the original article 
was approved as written in the 
warrant. 

Following the vote, Williams 
is set to be the town’s first town 
manager.

TM from page 1

“Once,” a play by Edna Walsh, tells the 
enchanting tale of a Dublin street musi-
cian who’s about to give up on his dream 
of making it big in New York City when 
a beautiful young woman takes a sudden 
interest in his haunting love songs. 

Josh Guerraz, the Music teacher, direct-
ed the play alongside Co-director Mrs. 
Leighton. Mr. Guerraz said, “ It was a great 
production. It was great working with the 
kids. This was a different kind of play for 
us. We tackled the music first before han-
dling the acting and choreography. Overall, 
I think this was a great experience for 
everyone.”

Due to the fact that many of the char-
acters in the production play instruments, 
the play relied on a number of musicians 
to play the instrumental portion of songs 
while actors pretended to play along on 
stage. This group of shadow musicians 
played in a group referred to as “the pit 
band.” The instruments they were responsi-
ble for playing included guitar, piano, bass, 
flute and various percussion instruments.  

Alexander Frost acted as the male lead’s 
shadow guitarist. Frost said, “Everyone 
who worked on this production gave it our 
all – from the Cast, to the AV Tech, to the 
pit members. This was a labor of love so 
I’m happy that so many people came to 
watch; I hope everyone enjoyed the show.

R&R sound professional, Richard 
Gaudette, was hired to oversee the sound 
board for the production. Gaudette said, 
“This is probably the best play I have been 

a part of all year, and I do quite a few 
shows.”

The play ran from May 5-7. Over the 
course of the weekend the play was per-
formed four times. There were two alterna-
tive casts so each performance was unique; 
the three characters subject to alternates 
were Guy, Girl, and Barushka.

The male lead was portrayed by actors 
Connor Hoag and Ori Sussman. Brielle 
Murray and Sierra Crisostomo shared the 
role of the female lead, Priscilla. Pootoolal 
and Kiera Cartel swapped off playing 

Barushka, and Kasey Gibbons and Abbey 
Olden shared the role of Reza. Sierra 
Crisostomo said, “This was a nice musical 
tribute to my senior year.”

During curtain call Brielle Murray said, 
“I just wanted to say thank you so much to 
Mr. G and Mrs. Leighton (assistant direc-
tor). We couldn’t have done this without 
such a strong foundation.” Toby Brenton 
added, “I’m so proud of all of us, I’m sad 
to say goodbye to this show but happy to 
have been a part of it. What a show!”

The show’s success can be attributed to 

the hard work of the students and faculty 
who put their heart and soul into the pro-
duction. Sarena Cote from the AV Tech 
team said, “The cast and crew worked our 
butts off and really pulled through. We 
couldn’t have done it without every single 
person who contributed.”

Alyssa Courchesne, the choreographer 
said, “We had our tough days, but in reality 
it was an absolute pleasure working with 
everyone. I’ve learned so much but most 
importantly that a family can be made in 
just a few short weeks.”

ONCE from page 1

Sunday afternoon performance 
featuring Connor Hoag as Guy, 
Brielle Murray as Girl and Pris-

cilla Pootoolal as Barushka.

(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MATTY ANDERSON) 
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP

CHULETA KAN KAN ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK

PORK SPARE RIBS ............

USDA INSP. 
$399

lb

SALE DATES: 5/11/23-5/17/23

$199

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ................

$299

USDA INSP 
STORE MADE FROZEN

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF PORTERHOUSE or 
T’BONE STEAKS ............................

49¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PACK 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

EASY PEEL RAW SHRIMP
41/50 CT 1 LB ..................................

$1255
ea

20 CT BOX

HAMBURGER PATTIES
            80% LEAN

ea

$155
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$277

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BLADE STEAKS ...............

$969
lb

CUT 
FREE $177

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
BUFFET HAM ....................

$399
lb

$399

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL or STEAKS

$464
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1670
ea

3 OZ 4 OZ Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!

scouts from every Major League Baseball 
(MLB) organization. 

In the final week of the season, each 
of the league’s 13 teams will play solely 
against division rivals in hopes of qual-
ifying for the 2023 NECBL Postseason, 
which will feature six teams (the three divi-
sion winners and three wildcards who have 
the next three highest winning percentages 
league-wide after the division winners).

The division winners with the top-two 

regular season winning percentages will 
earn first-round byes, while the third divi-
sion winner will battle the wildcard team 
with the lowest win percentage, and the 
wildcard teams with the best and sec-
ond-best win percentages will also face 
off in a single-elimination wildcard round 
matchup.

The top seed/division winner will then 
meet the advancing team that is the lowest 
remaining wildcard team, while the sec-
ond-highest seed/division winner faces the 
highest remaining wildcard team in the 

best-of-three semifinals before the last two 
teams standing square off in a best-of-three 
NECBL Championship Series for the right 
to hoist the Fay Vincent, Sr. Cup. 

The final games of the regular season 
will be held on Saturday, July 29, with the 
following day (July 30) open for makeup 
games before the postseason begins with 
the Wild Card games on Monday, July 31. 

The semifinals series will be played from 
August 1-3, and the final two teams will 
play for the championship from August 4-6. 

All NECBL games will be streamed 

live on the NECBL Network, powered 
by BlueFrame Technology. The NECBL 
Network is available on both your desktop 
and mobile/tablet devices, as well as Roku, 
Amazon Fire TV, Android TV and Apple 
TV 4th Gen. 

Rosters are filling up, and you can check 
out who is coming to play for your favorite 
team by heading to their team page at www.
necbl.com. Make sure to follow these play-
ers all spring long as they compete for their 
colleges and tune up for their summer in the 
NECBL.

BLUE SOX from page 14

hosted by the Belchertown Recreation 
Department. 

The mission of the Umbrella of Wellness 
Fair is “the augmentation of holistic 
well-being within the community through 
education, engagement, and empower-
ment.” It accomplishes this mission by 
creating an environment that educates the 
community on addiction prevention, treat-
ment, recovery and mental wellness.

Rick’s Place, a grief support group for 
childrens and families, provided resources 
at their booth managed by Olivia Murray 
and Lorelei Knoor. They said that they 
were both here to raise awareness and to 
help support children and families during 
times of grief. They agreed that “many 
have lost loved ones to drug abuse, and we 

want to give them a space to grieve and 
heal from their loss.”

Another group that showed their support 
at the fair was the Pioneer Valley Suicide 
Prevention Coalition. Representing them 
at their booth was Karen Carreira, a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors who said, 
“Community and connection are really a 
key element in suicide prevention and men-
tal wellness. This fair is doing just that.”

Mary Howell, the manager at Anytime 
Fitness kept a booth with games and activi-
ties such as cornhole, a weighted hula hoop 
and more. She said “fitness is so important 
for physical and mental health. We’re so 
pleased to be a part of this awesome event 
for the second year.”

Checking into the attendance for the 
event allowed fairgoers to receive a $10 
food token redeemable at one of the food 

trucks. Locally owned food vendors such 
as the Rustic Fusion Mobile Cafe and 
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza served food in 
the parking lot.

Kelly Fisher, Founder of Alex’s Army 
and Mother of Alex, held an interactive 
workshop to help parents recognize and 
identify drugs and common hiding spots in 
a simulated teenage bedroom. Fisher urges 
parents to “talk early and often to your kids 
about drugs.” Her son sadly passed away 
after his first time ever experimenting with 
drugs.

It’s important that people understand 
that when you buy drugs on the street, you 
don’t always get what you pay for. It’s 
alarmingly common for street drugs to be 
laced with fatal substances like fentanyl.

The fair’s main stage speaker this year 
was Chris Herren, a former professional 

NBA basketball player and founder of the 
nonprofit organization Herren Project. As 
a person engaged in long-term recovery, 
Chris seeks to share his story nationally to 
spark honest discussion on the topics of 
substance abuse disorder and addiction as 
a disease.

Herren says “I have a responsibility as a 
father and a man to do these presentations. 
I’m so grateful that I was asked to do this. 
I hope that at least one person walks out of 
here and decides to get better for themself 
and their family.”

EDUCATE from page 1

Tony of Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza and 
Max Bassette, serving up slices with 

smiles.(TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MATTY ANDERSON)
Olivia Murray and Lorelei Knorr run a booth for Rick’s Place, a grief support 
group for children and families.

Mary Howell, manager of Anytime Fitness, en-
couraging guests to join her in some stress relief 
games and physical activities.

7 EAST STREET, GRANBY MA
413-537-3047

Fugler Excavating
& Septic

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
sentinel@turley.com

Scan QR Code
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services, 10% dis-
count with this ad off services. Dump-
ster Rentals available fro rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl 
Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 
Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

PAVING
ASPHALT ARCHTITECTURE 
call or text (413)423-2223. We are 
your driveway experts!  Free estimate, 
warranty available, over 35 years ex-
perience, insured, eco friendly recy-
cled materials .10%  Discount Military, 
Seniors.

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOOD CONCESSION SEEKS 
HELP May 10-13, cleaning, sandwich 
making, serving. Position requires long 
days standing, walking. email Ellen for 
more information @ realm4712@
aol.com

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
ADULT SERVICES 

LIBRARIAN
P/T EMERGENCY 
DISPATCHER (2)

STAFF ACCOUNTANT Looking to 
fill several vacancies in the Town of 
Wilbraham. For application and more 
information please visit www.wil-
braham-ma.gov.  Open until filled, 
review of application begins immedi-
ately. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINES

QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON
HILLTOWNS

MONDAY AT NOON
Read your local 

newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Sunshine Village, a non-profit organization provides 
day habilitation and community services 

to individuals with developmental disabilities. 
Sunshine Village is an employer of choice and a great place to work!

Job Title: Van Driver
Job Summary: 
Provide transportation to individuals with Developmental 
Disabilities to and from our day programs
Route: 
Palmer, Monson, Ware, Ludlow, Wilbraham area
Hours: 
Part Time, approximately 20 hours
General hours (may vary): Monday – Friday 
7:30am – 9:30am and 2:30pm – 4:30pm
Experience Required:
Must have experience driving individuals with disabilities 
(15 passenger van experience a plus)
Educational Requirements: 
High School Diploma/ GED/or Equivalent
Other Requirements: 
Ability to lift 30 lbs comfortably, a valid driver’s license 
and clean driving record. Drug Screen, CORI, SORI and 
Fingerprint check required.
Salary: $16.02/hr 
Accepting applications:
Apply in person at 75 Litwin Lane, Chicopee, MA 01020. 
AA/EOE. Sunshine Village is a great place to work!

Come Join Our Team!

Public Hearing 
Special Permit
Legal Notice
Belchertown 

Planning Board
In accordance with the 

Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Sections 9 and 
11, the Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing to dis-
cuss a special permit appli-
cation for an accessory apart-
ment by Charly Oliva, for 
49 Mountain View Dr., Map 
263, Lot 146, Belchertown, 
MA.

A public hearing will be 
held both remotely and in 
person as follows:

Place:  2 Jabish Street, 
Belchertown

Date:   May 23, 2023
Time:   7:00 PM
Please join my meeting 

from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone.

https://global.gotomeet
ing.com/install/173538941

You can also dial in using 
your phone.

United States:  +1 (408) 
650-3123

Access Code:  173-538-
941

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and be 
ready when your first meet-
ing starts:

https://global.gotomeet-
ing.com/install/173538941

The application is avail-
able for inspection during 

regular business hours at the 
Town Clerk and Planning 
Board office, 2 Jabish Street

Daniel Beaudette
Chair, Planning Board

05/04, 05/11/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton MA, 01060 

Docket No. HS14P0599GD
In the interests of 

Timothy R Lakota, II
of Wilbraham, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Resignation 

or Petition for Removal of 
Guardianship of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition 
to Resign as Guardian of 
a Minor or Petition for 
Re mov al of Guardian of a 
Minor filed by Melissa M. 
Stebenne on March 8, 2023  
will be held 07/20/2023 
08:30 AM Review Hearing 
(Zoom) Located 15 Atwood 
Drive, Northampton, MA 
01060

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 

Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3.  Counse l  for  the 
Minor: The minor (or an 
adult on behalf of the minor) 
has the right to request that 
counsel be appointed for the 
minor.

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres-
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in 
the minor’s best interests.
Date: May 5, 2023

Michael J. Carey
Register of Probate

05/11/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No. HD23D0217DR

Liza M LaRose vs.
Joseph J LaRose

DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION

AND MAILING
To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed 
a Complaint for Divorce 
re questing that the Court 
grant a divorce for Irretriev-
able Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.

An Automatic Restrain-
ing Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action 
which would negatively 
impact the current financial 
status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental  Probate 
Court Rule 411.

You are hereby sum-
moned and required to serve 
upon:
Liza M LaRose
632 Moore Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

your answer, if any, on 
or before 07/11/2023. If you 
fail to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register 
of this Court

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: april 26, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/11/2023

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

  LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131, 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting 
on Monday, May 22, 2023 
at 7:00 PM at 2 Jabish St, 
Bechertown. The purpose 
of this meeting is to review a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability (RDA) sub-
mitted by Jerry Bolduc for 
the proposed removal of 
four (4) hazardous trees in 
the 100-foot Buffer Zone 
to Bank of Lake Holland 
at 16 Grela Terrace in 
Belchertown (Assessor’s 
Map 101-58) in Belchertown. 
Anyone interested in this mat-
ter should appear at the time 
and place listed.
05/11/2023

Belchertown 
Conservation Commission                                

LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to the authority 

of the Wetlands Protection 
Act  (M.G.L.  Ch.  131, 
Sec. 40, its Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00) and the 
B e l c h e r t ow n  We t l a n d s 
Protection Bylaw (Chapter 
139) ,  the  Belcher town 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting 
on Monday, May 22, 2023 
at 7:00 PM at 2 Jabish St, 
Bechertown. The purpose 
of this meeting is to review a 
Request for Determination 

of Applicability (RDA) 
s u b m i t t e d  b y  M a s s . 
Electric  Company c/o 
GZA GeoEnvironmental, 
Inc. for a distribution pole 
installation project at the 
intersection of 11 Lamson 
Ave and Bay Road in 
Belchertown (Assessor’s 
Map 228-26.1). Specifically, 
the work includes the pro-
posed replacement of three 
(3) utility poles, the installa-
tion of five (5) utility poles, 
and necessary tree trimming 
and removals to contin-
ue service along Bay Road. 
Work is proposed to occur 
within the 100-foot Buffer 
Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands and within the 200-
foot Riverfront Area to an 
unnamed perennial stream. 
Anyone interested in this mat-
ter should appear at the time 
and place listed.
5/11/2023

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING

Project File No. 608466
A Live Virtual Design 

Public Hearing will be host-
ed on the MassDOT website 
below to present the design 
for the proposed Resurfacing 
and Related Work on Route 
202 From Kendall Street 
to School Street project in 
Granby, MA.

W H E N :  7 : 0 0  P M , 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023 

PURPOSE:  The pur-
pose of this hearing is to 
provide the public with the 
opportunity to become fully 
acquainted with the proposed 
Resurfacing and Related 
Work on Route 202 From 
Kendall Street to School 
Street project.  All views 
and comments submitted in 
response to the hearing will 
be reviewed and considered to 
the maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL:  The pro-
posed project consists of 
improving the roadway condi-
tion of Route 202 by milling 
and resurfacing while retain-
ing the existing horizontal and 
vertical roadway geometry. 
The proposed cross section 
will consist of two (2) 11-foot 
travel lanes, two (2) 2-foot 
shoulders and one (1) 10-foot 
shared use path following the 
latest design standards and in 
accordance with the Healthy 
Transportation Policy to 
increase pedestrian and bicy-
cle trips. Where construc-
tion will impact the existing 
drainage system, alterations, 
and upgrades, including new 
structures, pipes, pipe exten-
sions or trunk lines, will be 
evaluated and designed as 
needed. Most of the utili-
ty poles within the project 
area will be relocated and/or 
upgraded.

A secure right-of-way 

is necessary for this proj-
ect. Acquisitions in fee and 
permanent or temporary 
easements may be required. 
The Commonweal th  of 
Massachusetts is responsible 
for acquiring all needed rights 
in private or public lands. 
MassDOT’s policy concern-
ing land acquisitions will be 
presented in the hearing.

Project inquiries, written 
statements and other exhib-
its regarding the proposed 
undertaking may be submit-
ted to Carrie E. Lavallee, 
P.E., Chief Engineer, via 
e-mail to MassDOTProject
Management@dot.state.ma.us 
or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 
10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 
02116, Attention: Project 
Management, Project File 
No. 608466. Statements and 
exhibits intended for inclusion 
in the hearing transcript must 
be emailed or postmarked no 
later than ten (10) business 
days (14 calendar days) after 
the hearing is hosted.

This hearing is accessible 
to people with disabilities. 
MassDOT provides  reason-
able accommodations and/
or language assistance free 
of charge  upon request (e.g. 
interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages 
other than English, live cap-
tioning, videos, assistive lis-
tening devices and alternate 
material formats), as avail-
able.   For accommodation 
or language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief 
Diversity and Civil Rights 
Officer by phone (857-368-
8580), TTD/TTY at (857) 
266-0603, fax (857) 368-
0602 or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).  
Requests should be made as 
soon as possible and prior 
to the hearing, and for more 
difficult to arrange services 
including sign-language, 
CART or language transla-
tion or interpretation, requests 
should be made at least ten 
business days before the hear-
ing.  

This hearing will be 
hosted, or a cancellation 
announcement posted, on the 
internet at https://www.mass.
gov/orgs/highway-division/
events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER                                                                                       
HIGHWAY 

ADMINISTRATOR         

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
CHIEF ENGINEER

05/04, 05/11/2023

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION

S N O W ’ S  S E L F 
STORAGE LLC, will sell 
the contents of the follow-
ing sheds online at www.
aarbids.com. The online sale 
will end on Thursday, June 1, 
2023 at 10 a.m.

Rahji Vickers – OutBk1
Snow’s Self Storage 

reserves the right to refuse 
any and all bids, or to can-
cel the auction at any time 
for any reason.
05/11, 05/18/2023

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Class Grass
GARDEN CENTER

140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 • www.classgrass.com

“Your Complete G“Your Complete GARDEN ARDEN Center”Center”

Annuals • Perennials • Water Garden Supplies
Bark Mulch & Loam • Open 7 Days

Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden
Get your green thumbs in gear right here!Get your green thumbs in gear right here!

GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN
108 West State Street, Granby • 1-413-467-3838

For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor,

Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs

OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

8 Mill Valley Road • Hadley
413-582-1263

www.megansvalley.com

VALLEY’S BEST VALLEY’S BEST 
LOAM SOURCE LOAM SOURCE 

A large variety A large variety 
of bark mulch,of bark mulch,

landscaping stone landscaping stone 
& walkway/patio & walkway/patio 

products, pavers, products, pavers, 
compost ,compost ,

lawn décor lawn décor 
& more!& more!

Garden & Landscape Supply

Megan’s Valley

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
To advertise contact Maureen 

mmcgarrett@turley.com • 413-364-4994

SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202)

HADLEY • 584-4184
301 Russell Street (Rt. 9)

Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 

dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

Tree Removal  •  Structural Pruning 
Crane Service  •  Storm Damage  •  Stump  Grinding

Give Us A Call For Your Free Estimate & Tree Evaluation
INSURED AND CERTIFIED  •  413-478-4212

Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

150 College Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413-253-3411

99 South Barre Road, Barre, MA 01005
978-355-3411

68 New Athol Road #2A, Orange, MA 01364  
978-544-8211

16 Elm Street, South Deerfield, MA 01373
413-665-8881

1123 Bernardston Road, Greenfield, MA 01301  
413-774-6311

For All Your  Spring  Home & Garden  Needs

7 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT MA-NH-VT

www.hamshawlumber.com

Power Equipment
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

Belchertown
413-323-5435

Farm Supply
Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

Belchertown
413-323-6336

www.devonlane.com

• Mowers • Lawn Tractors 
• Chainsaws • Trimmers 
• Generators • Brush Cutters 
• Hedge Trimmers 
• Rototillers & More

Ornamental Ornamental 
Flowers Flowers 

And And 
Vegetable Vegetable 

StartsStarts
Family Owned 

& Operated
25 Pleasant St., Granby

413-467-3276413-467-3276

Brush Mowing - Tree Work
Botanical Consultations
Specializing in Invasive Plants
Fencelines


