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I am seeking re-election 
to the Belchertown Select 
Board. As a long-
time public leader 
and community 
advocate, I have 
spent more than 
30 years bringing 
people together, 
solving problems 
c o l l a b o r a t ive l y 
and working to 
strengthen com-
munities while protecting 
the qualities that make them 
special.

Why are you running for 
this position? If you are 
seeking reelection what qual-
ifies you to continue in this 
role?

I love Belchertown and 
believe deeply in this com-
munity. Communities across 
Massachusetts are dealing 
with rising costs, housing 
pressures, aging infrastruc-

ture, and growing demand 
for services, while also 

feeling the impact 
of higher taxes. 
Belchertown is not 
immune, and we 
need steady, expe-
rienced leadership 
that plans ahead 
rather than reacts.

B e l c h e r t o w n 
has a strong road-
map in its Master 

Plan, which calls for vil-
lage-centered development, 
housing diversification and 
targeted economic growth 
that strengthens the tax base 
while preserving communi-
ty character. I will continue 
to work on turning that plan 
into action in a disciplined, 
practical way.

During my time on the 

I’ve called Belchertown 
home since I was a child, 
and now I’m rais-
ing my own fam-
ily here with my 
wife, Emily and 
our four children. 
This communi-
ty has shaped so 
much of my life, 
and I care deeply 
about preserving 
the strong sense 
of community, 
responsibility and pride that 
makes Belchertown special.

Why are you running for 
this position? If you are 
seeking reelection what 
qualifies you to continue in 
this role?

I’m running because 
Belchertown is home, and 
decisions made here direct-
ly impact my family, neigh-
bors and taxpayers. As 
Vice Chair of the Finance 
Committee and a senior 

financial manager, I bring 
experience in budgeting, 

long-term plan-
ning and responsi-
ble decision mak-
ing while under-
standing the real-
life impact those 
decisions have on 
residents, families 
and town employ-
ees. 

I  bel ieve the 
p e o p l e  m a k -

ing decisions for the town 
should be connected to the 
community and understand 
what those decisions mean 
at the kitchen table for 
working families.

My goals are to bring 
thoughtful leadership that 
focuses on practical solu-
tions, long-term stability 
and keeping Belchertown a 

Lesa Lessard Pearson 
Candidate for Re-Election

BELCHERTOWN 

Mike McMorrow
Candidate

Stress budget 
pressures ahead 
of May 18 vote

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

G R A N B Y  –  G r a n b y 
Se lec tboard  candida tes 
Rosemarie Rosen and Jeff 

Lawson outlined contrasting 
approaches to school region-
alization and town finances 
during a recent forum, each 
arguing their experience 
makes them best positioned 
to guide the town through 
challenges.

Speaking to voters ahead 
of the May 18 town elec-
tion, Rosen and Lawson 
agreed Granby faces mount-

ing financial pressures, from 
health insurance to school 
and infrastructure costs. But 
they drew sharp distinctions 
on whether regionalizing 
the schools should be on the 
table and how best to protect 
core services without over-
burdening taxpayers.

Candidates for other posi-
tions include:

Richard Bombardier and 

Mael Walkowiak are running 
for one seat on the Board of 
Health

Gregg A. Leonard is run-
ning uncontested for a three-
year seat on the Board of 
Assessors

Nita Abbott is running 
uncontested for a five-year 
seat on the Planning Board

Travor Augustino is run-
ning uncontested for a three-

year seat on the School 
Committee 

M a t t h ew  S k i p t o n  i s 
running uncontested for 
a three-year seat at the 
Commissioner of Burial 
Grounds

N i t a  A b b o t t ,  P a u l a 
Beaulieu, Candace Ribeiro 
and Angela Chagnon are run-
ning three seats for three-year 
terms as Library Trustees

Louisa Davis-Freeman is 
running unopposed for a one 
year seat as a Library Trustee

Rosen leans  on s ta te 
finance, education experience 
in bid for Granby Selectboard 
seat

Rosen, a relative newcomer 
to Granby with decades of 

The band has been 
a great summer 
tradition

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Community 
Band has been a town staple 
for 40 years. Established in 
1986, the band was formed 
by Michael  Bauer;  the 
Belchertown High School 
band director at the time and 
Pennsylvania transplant with 
a background in community 
bands.

“The group of citizens 
realized that there was a 

need for the love of music to 
continue in our town,” said 
Melissa Hurst, the president 
of the board of directors for 
the BCB.  Hurst is a public 
interest lawyer, public legal 
services attorney and French 
horn player for the band.

“It started off quite small, 
kind of a ragtag bag of musi-
cians, bundle of musicians.”  
Hurst said.  “We skipped 
2020 and came back with an 
abbreviated schedule in 2021 
but we love being a part of 
this town.”

Passion was the key take-
away as Hurst described the 
BCB and mentioned that 
band players come from all 
walks of life, from different 
age brackets and even from 

different states.  Hurst men-
tioned that there are active 
members from places as far 
as Connecticut and Worcester 
that contribute their talents. 
Practice is comprehensive 
over the eight-week season, 
four weeks of rehearsal twice 
a week with Tuesday rehears-
als and Thursday concerts on 
the Common.

“If there’s bad weather for 
those Thursday concerts, we 
go into Belchertown High 
School,” said Hurst. “And 
then we have a Sunday con-
cert...if the weather doesn’t 
cooperate with us, then it’s 
canceled.  But it’s a nice way 
to kind of bring our commu-
nity together.”

The BCB plays only one 

event during the season, the 
Memorial Day service at the 
Quabbin Cemetery; a com-
memoration ceremony that 
Hurst described as a service 
“which recognizes not just 
the lost war debt from the 
four towns, but also what 
those four towns gave to sup-
port the water needs of our 
Commonwealth.”

Unlike many community 
bands, the BCB doesn’t have 
a direct affiliation with the 
town.  The band is a nonprof-
it that receives grant fund-
ing from the Belchertown 
Cultural Council, which in 
part receives their funds from 
the Massachusetts Cultural 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder 
Regional School District 
has been awarded a monu-
mental $3.5 million grant 
from the state.

L a s t  w e e k , 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  E r i c 
Duda attended the offi-
cial announcement event 
and press conference in 
Marlborough that  was 
hosted by Governor Maura 
Healey to announce the 
funds being awarded to 
Pathfinder. The funding 
will support the expansion 
of 150 Career Technical 
Education seats, and the 
repurposing of the former 
Cold Spring School in 
Belchertown as an expand-
ed campus.

Super in tendent  Er ic 
Duda described the award 
as  a  t ransformat ional 
moment for the district.

“ T h i s  $ 3 . 5  m i l l i o n 
award is truly game chang-
ing for Pathfinder Tech,” 
Duda said. “We are about 
to embark on the largest 
expansion in the history 
of our school district, and 
we are honored to receive 
the largest grant award 
ever awarded to Pathfinder 
Tech.”

The new campus in 
Belchertown is scheduled 
to open in September of 
this year. The school prom-
ised additional updates and 
announcements regarding 
the project in the coming 
months, as the district pre-
pares the campus for stu-
dents.

“This is a tremendous 
opportunity not only for 
Pathfinder Tech but for the 
entire region,” said Duda. 
“We are ensuring that a 
former school building 
remains an active, thriving 
educational space while 
giving more students the 
chance to pursue reward-
ing career pathways. This 
expansion is a milestone for 
career technical education 
in Western Massachusetts, 

building on decades of suc-
cess at Pathfinder Tech and 
opening new doors for stu-
dents.”

To ensure that the new 
campus  p rese rves  i t s 
local roots and maintains 
a strong connection to the 
community, Pathfinder will 
invite Belchertown resi-
dents to help select a name 
for the new campus through 
a community survey.

In addition to creating 
new educational opportuni-
ties, The Cold Spring loca-
tion is expected to create 
new educational opportu-
nities, generate local job 
growth, and strengthen 
community partnerships by 
preserving a valuable com-
munity asset and address-
ing the increased need for 
skilled career training.

“This is truly a win-
win,” added Duda. “We’re 
expanding opportunities 
for students, creating jobs, 
and keeping an import-
ant school building in 
Belchertown alive with pur-
pose. The excitement will 
only continue to build as 
we move closer to opening 
our doors in 2026.”

Duda emphasized that 
the expansion is intended 
to significantly increase 
access to career technical 
education opportunities for 
students throughout the dis-
trict’s nine member com-
munities.

“ I f  a  s tuden t  f rom 
P a l m e r ,  M o n s o n , 
Belcher town,  Granby, 
Ware, Warren, Oakham, 
H a r d w i c k ,  o r  N e w 
Braintree wants a Career 
Technical Education, now 
is the time to apply,” Duda 
said. “Pathfinder Tech 
will have a seat and space 
available for you next 
school year beginning in 
September. We are ready to 
prepare students for direct 
entry into a high-wage 
career, college, military ser-
vice, or any other aspira-
tions they may have.”

Belchertown Community Band

Selectboard hopefuls split on regionalization

celebrates 40 yearscelebrates 40 years

The Belchertown Community Band about to perform on the Common. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Pathfinder receives 
record-breaking grant

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Superintendent Eric Duda (left) met with Governor Maura 
Healey to accept the grant of $3.5 million.

Please see LESSARD 
PEARSON, page 4

Please see McMORROW, 
page 5

Please see GRANBY,
 page 11

Please see GRANT, 
page 7

Please see BCB, page 5
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Pat Wheway, Assoc. Broker 

C: 413-478-1166 
patwheway@gmail.com 

www.whewaygroup.com 

NEW CONSTRUCTION! 
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, 2,294 sq. ft. 
Beautiful contemporary ranch 
home 

$749,000.00 

306 N. Liberty, Belchertown, MA 

127 Munn Rd., Monson, MA 

RESIDENTIAL LAND! 
Ready to build your vision? 2 acre lot is 
the perfect blank canvas to build your 
dream home. Already Perced! 

$115,000.00 
MLS #73474842 
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NEW CONSTRUCTION IN BELCHERTOWN! Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver
The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for 
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants 
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT 
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B 
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should 
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to: 
Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

____________________________

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer 
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform 
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds 
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License 
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible 
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter 
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department, 
110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531. 

For further information, please contact 
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451, 
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov. 

A.A./E.O.E.

60 Shumway Street
Amherst, MA 01002

413.253.5999

Easy Propane Tank 
Swap Out! 
$99

Call For Details!
CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM

  

I am the current School 
Committee Chair and have 
served on the com-
mit tee  for  n ine 
years. I am seeking 
reelection to con-
tinue supporting the 
students, families 
and educators of 
Belchertown.

Why are you 
running for this 
position? If you 
are seeking reelection what 
qualifies you to continue in 
this role?

I am running for reelection 
because I care deeply about 
the children of Belchertown 
and want to continue improv-
ing their educational expe-
rience. Over the past nine 
years, I have worked close-
ly with educators, parents, 
administrators and town offi-
cials to help move the district 
forward. While every group 
has different perspectives and 
priorities, I believe one of my 
strengths is being able to lis-
ten, collaborate and balance 
those needs in a way that best 
supports students. During my 
time on the committee, we 
have faced difficult financial 
decisions, changes in lead-
ership and districtwide chal-
lenges. I believe my experi-
ence and knowledge of the 
district help provide stabil-
ity and consistency during 
times of transition. The most 
rewarding part of serving 
on the School Committee is 
seeing the positive impact 
our work can have on stu-
dents. Not every part of the 
role is easy, but seeing stu-
dents grow, succeed and find 
opportunities makes the chal-
lenges worthwhile.

What is the biggest chal-
lenge the board/commit-
tee is facing? How will you 
address it?

One of the biggest chal-
lenges facing the School 
Committee is the ongoing 
transition related to the clos-
ing of Cold Spring School. 
While these conversations 
have been taking place for 
over a year, some families 
are only now learning about 
the changes and understand-
ably have concerns. Moving 
forward, it is important that 
the School Committee con-

tinue supporting the admin-
istration, educators, students 

and famil ies  to 
ensure a smooth 
a n d  s u c c e s s f u l 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f 
schools within the 
district. Another 
constant challenge 
is helping stake-
holders understand 
the perspectives 
and concerns of 

other groups within the com-
munity. In the end, everyone 
involved wants what is best 
for students, and helping 
people stay focused on that 
shared goal is key to moving 
the district forward.

Discuss your commit-
ment to communication, 
transparency and openness 
in Belchertown municipal 
government. Do you have 
suggestions for improve-
ment?

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
transparency within the dis-
trict have improved greatly 
over the past six years. I am 
proud that our partnership 
with BCTC allows public 
meetings to be recorded and 
aired so residents can stay 
informed, even if they cannot 
attend in person. I also regu-
larly speak with parents, edu-
cators and community mem-
bers about their concerns 
and perspectives. I believe 
transparency is more than 
simply making information 
public. It also means being 
accessible, listening respect-
fully to concerns, and help-
ing residents understand the 
reasoning behind decisions, 
even when opinions differ. 
Open communication and 
accessibility are important 
parts of effective leadership 
and I believe continuing to 
strengthen those connections 
will help build trust within 
the community.

What should the School 
Committee be doing in the 
next three years to address 
the district’s most import-
ant capital needs?

Without a doubt, the dis-
trict’s greatest capital need 
is Jabish Brook Middle 

As an educator, who 
works in multiple districts 
around the valley 
and a consultant, 
who has assisted 
schools around 
the state, I have 
a  unique  per-
spective on how 
schools operate. 
With a graduat-
ing senior and an 
eighth grader in 
the district, I am personal-
ly invested in the success 
of our schools, and I would 
like to bring my skills and 
expertise to the school com-
mittee.

Why are you running 
for this position?

I am running for School 
Commi t t ee  because  I 
believe that I have the skills 
and experience needed on 
the board right now and 
because I want to serve 
my community. I have a 
strong record of service in 
Belchertown as a former 
Board of Health member, 
Agricultural Commission 
member, former BPS sub-
stitute and volunteer, cur-
rent Belchertown Education 
Foundation member and 
current Belchertown Fair 
Exhibit Hall Committee 
member.

What is the biggest 
challenge the board/com-
mittee is facing? How will 
you address it?

School  funding is  a 
perennial problem due to 
increasing costs for edu-
cation and limited funding 
for rural communities in 
western Massachusetts at 
the state level. This is not 
a problem that is unique to 
Belchertown and address-
ing funding challenges 
has no easy answer. I will, 
first, gain a comprehensive 
understanding of all that we 
are already doing to address 
funding challenges.

Then, I will help find cre-
ative solutions at the nation-
al, state and local level to 
ensure Belchertown contin-
ues to be known as a com-
munity that values educa-

tion.

Discuss your 
commitment to 
communication, 
t r a n s p a r e n c y 
a n d  o p e n n e s s 
in Belchertown 
municipal gov-
ernment. Do you 
have suggestions 
for improvement?

I  b e l i e v e 
that  open communica-
tion between elected offi-
cials and residents allows 
for understanding on both 
sides. I am a thoughtful 
communicator who is inter-
ested in hearing differing 
views so that we can work 
together for Belchertown 
schools. I would like to see 
more information provid-
ed to the public about the 
school budget process. 
Especially after last year’s 
override, I think residents 
should be able to access 
the information about how 
their tax dollars are being 
spent and I am interested in 
finding ways to share that 
information in a clear and 
helpful manner.

What should the School 
Committee be doing in 
the next three years to 
address the district’s most 
important capital needs?

As a member of the 
BPS Strategic Planning 
Committee, I appreciated 
being part of the vision-
ing process for our district 
for the next five years. 
Community members on 
the planning committee 
brought clarifying ques-
tions and new ideas to the 
process. I would like to 
engage more of the com-
munity in those conversa-
tions. Whether or not you 
want to serve on a com-
mittee, I think everyone 
has thoughts, opinions and 
ideas about our schools - 
especially if they are a par-
ent, teacher or student. If 
elected, I will find more 
ways to hear from the com-
munity and bring those 
ideas to the school commit-
tee.

I  h a v e  l i v e d  i n 
Belchertown for 18 years 
and have  two 
children in the 
schools in town. 
My family and I 
have loved every 
par t  of  l iv ing 
in this big little 
town. 

Why are you 
running for this 
position?

I was on the school 
committee several years 
ago and enjoyed/respect-
ed every minute of it. The 
trust the community put in 
me to make decisions for 
their child’s education was 
and honor for me to be a 
part of. 

I’m running for School 
Committee again because 
I feel the school committee 
has forgotten that its focus 
is on the children, school 
community and community 
impact that schools have. 

Schools create our next 
wave of citizens in this 
great country, and we need 
to remember that. The staff 
at the schools work hard 
to educate, encourage and 
support our kids in becom-
ing the next generation of 
community members and 
also deserve to be recog-
nized for that. 

What is the biggest 
challenge the committee 
is facing?

Money is tight in every 
community, but we should 
work to make every dol-
lar count and in some way 
work back to benefiting 
our students. 

The schools could work 
on modernizing their com-
mitment to mental health 
as an increasing number 
of students are diagnosed 
with a mental illness every 
year.  

The safety and wellbe-
ing of each student matters 
and should be cared for in 
every way. 

Discuss your commit-
ment to communication, 

t r a n s p a re n c y 
and openness 
in Belchertown 
municipal gov-
ernment. Do you 
have suggestions 
fo r  i m p rove -
ment?

Town govern-
ment is always 
s c r u t i n i z e d 

for not being transparent 
enough. I feel like collabo-
ration amongst committees 
would make town govern-
ment work together and 
make things run easier.  

What should the School 
Committee  be doing 
in the next three years 
to address the district’s 
most important capital 
needs?

Schools should be look-
ing to bring their facilities 
into the next level. Sports 
fields are

An example of  this 
and the delay in allowing 
sponsorships and lack of 
turf facilities that the com-
munity could use for their 
events is far behind other 
schools in the area. 

The middle school is a 
travesty of epic proportions 
and as a former member 
of the middle school build-
ing committee we did not 
do enough to highlight the 
inadequacy of this building 
and the atmosphere it has.

Student support ser-
vices need to be increased 
as guidance counselors 
are left proctoring exams, 
teaching classes and that 
makes them unavailable to 
students who need them. 

I look forward to bring-
ing common sense deci-
sions and real-world expe-
rience in mental health, 
school safety and child 
engagement. 

Thank you again for 
your time and look forward 
to serving my community 
again.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Heidi Gutekenst Hope Guardenier Josh Wallace

✓Annual Town Election May 18, 2026Please see GUTEKENST, 
page 5
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!
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$277
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
SMOKED PORK
SHOULDER PICNIC .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
5/14/26-5/20/265/14/26-5/20/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN FARM RAISED

TALAPIA FILLETS ......................
 

USDA INSP. FRESH COAST TO COAST KITCHEN

MINI EMPANADAS
PIZZA, HAM, CHEESEBURGER .....

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARM

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ...........

ea

$199
lb

lb

$399

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

VIRGINIA HAM ..............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

ea

lb
$369

$335

$135

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK LOIN LOIN END CHOPS $199

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$149

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .........................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................

$444

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .............

$299

ea

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$1298
lb

BEEF TENDERLOINS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................$444
lb

lb
$899

BEEF SHORT RIBS
FLANKEN STYLE

THIN CUT

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

BELCHERTOWN – Last week, Clapp Memorial Library 
hosted a unique vent called Sushi Diamond-Painting. The 
program was a collaboration with Kansai Asian Bistro to cel-
ebrate AAPI Heritage Month. The library would like to thank 
Kansai for donating free sushi and gyoza for teens to enjoy 
during the program.

SushiSushi
Diamond-Painting 

program

Kianna Ripley shows her two pieces.

Jena Rose Zawalski enjoys some sushi.

Helen Bierly shows her diamond art. Lucy Gray takes a sushi break.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The sushi is served.They also provided the sushi for teens to have during the art 

event.

An example of 
Diamond Art.

Select Board, I listen care-
fully, bring people together, 
and make decisions ground-
ed in facts, fiscal responsi-
bility and community input. I 
have supported stronger town 
communications, expanded 
grant capacity and economic 
development strategies that 
focus on long-term stability 
rather than short-term fixes. 

My background in health-
care, nonprofit leadership, 
communications and public 
policy has taught me how 
to navigate complex issues, 
build consensus, and focus 
on practical solutions. My 
public service experience 
reinforces my belief that 
local government works best 
when people feel respected, 
heard and included.

What is the biggest chal-
lenge the board/commit-
tee is facing? How will you 
address it?

One of the biggest chal-

lenges is balancing rising 
costs with the need to main-
tain and improve town ser-
vices while keeping taxes 
affordable .  The  recent 
Proposition 2½ override, 
which passed by a very nar-
row margin, underscored 
how closely residents are 
watching every dollar and 
how important fiscal disci-
pline is to this community.

Moving forward, the town 
must continue disciplined 
budgeting, clear prioritiza-
tion of needs versus wants 
and aggressive pursuit of 
grants and outside funding. 
That means being more stra-
tegic about how we invest in 
infrastructure, services and 
staffing so that we protect 
essential services without 
overburdening taxpayers.

We must also manage 
growth in a way that does not 
compromise Belchertown’s 
rural character. We need to 
continue aligning develop-
ment decisions with the 
Master Plan so growth hap-
pens in targeted areas, sup-

ports infrastructure capacity 
and strengthens the tax base 
without eroding what makes 
Belchertown unique.

Describe your vision for 
economic development in 
Belchertown.

Belchertown needs eco-
nomic development that bal-
ances growth, strengthens 
the tax base, supports local 
businesses, and improves 
quality of life while preserv-
ing Belchertown’s identity. It 
must focus on small-scale, 
communi ty -appropr i a t e 
development: locally owned 
businesses, restaurants and 
cafés, health and wellness 
services, professional offic-
es and carefully designed 
mixed-use projects—invest-
ments that bring activity 
without changing the funda-
mental character of our town.

Housing diversification is 
also essential. We need more 
options like townhouses and 
condominiums so seniors can 
downsize and younger fami-
lies can stay in Belchertown. 

I supported the Belchertown 
Housing Trust and programs 
that benefit seniors and vet-
erans, including tax work-off 
opportunities.

Belchertown’s farms, open 
space and natural beauty are 
important economic assets. 
Supporting agritourism, rec-
reation and small-scale local 
enterprise helps strengthen 
both our economy and our 
community identity.

I will continue work-
ing closely with the EDIC, 
Capital Planning Committee, 
and Land Use Committee 
to ensure we are planning 
strategically for long-term 
infrastructure and finan-
cial needs. I will also work 
with the Planning Board 
and Historical Commission 
to ensure that that develop-
ment decisions align with 
the Master Plan and preserve 
Belchertown’s historic char-
acter while guiding responsi-
ble growth.

Discuss your commit-
ment to communication, 

transparency and openness 
in Belchertown municipal 
government. Do you have 
suggestions for improve-
ment?

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
transparency are essen-
tial to effective local gov-
e rnmen t .  Befo re  jo in -
ing  the  Se lec t  Board , 
Belchertown didn’t have a 
Communications Manager 
or dedicated grant-writing 
resource. With them and the 
Communications Committee, 
the town website was rede-
signed for better access, 
meeting information is eas-
ier to find, town events are 
visible and new tools like 
Carriage House Chronicles 
and Town Manager’s blog 
further improve ongoing 
communication. New ideas 
include: benefits, respon-
sibilities, time limits and 
spotlights on volunteers, an 
EDIC At-a-Glance page and 
a Master Plan for Beginners.

LESSARD PEARSON
from page1

Library book 
sales looking 
forward

BELCHERTOWN – With 
the Library’s  basement 
not available at this time, 
the Friends of the Clapp 
Memorial Library are search-
ing for a new location to hold 
future books sales. Finding a 
different space to hold book 
sales is a real challenge.  The 
space needed would have to 
be safe  for public use and 
include enough area where 
books could be stored, sort-
ed and displayed.   Also, the 
matter of how and where 
books could be donated 
requires  resolution,  as the 
library is currently unable to 
accept or store any donations.

Be  assured ,  tha t  the 
Friends are trying their best 
to find solutions, both tempo-
rary and long term. There are 
not a lot of options, but they 
have not given up and thank 
you for patience while this 
gets sorted out.
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

               ALWAYS FRESH AT 

Spectacular Spectacular 
Hanging BasketsHanging Baskets

Full Of Colorful Full Of Colorful 
Blooming AnnualsBlooming Annuals

Sun Loving ~ Mixed Garden Sun Loving ~ Mixed Garden 
Baskets, Ivy Geraniums, Baskets, Ivy Geraniums, 
Petunias & CalibrachoaPetunias & Calibrachoa

SHADE LOVING ~ FUCHSIAS, SHADE LOVING ~ FUCHSIAS, 
BEGONIAS & IMPATIENSBEGONIAS & IMPATIENS

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SPRING PLANTING!

Beautiful 
BLOOMING BLOOMING 

PATIO POTSPATIO POTS
Locally Grown 

GERANIUMS
Favorite Summer 
Bloomers

Beautiful Jumbo 12-inch Patio Pots
8-inch and 5-inch Pots Too!

Red, White & Pink Colors

Grow Your Own 
Edibles!

CULINARY HERBS
Blueberry Bushes ~ Many Varieties

• Strawberry Plants • 
• Raspberry Bushes • Rhubarb •

Locally Grown
Asparagus!

From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Elsie’s Creamery 
Open For The Season!
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

For The Garden 
Returning Year After Year
Blooming 
Perennials

GREAT SELECTION
Gallon Size

Columbine, Dianthus, 
Heuchera, Fox Glove
Climbing Clematis 

& Honeysuckle

 

Made Fresh At The Creamery
Soft Serves, Shakes, 

Sundaes & Razzles Too
WINNER OF READER RAVES

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 22nd

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
nbrady@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

School. While the propos-
al for a new middle school 
was not approved, the need 
to improve the building 
has not gone away. Over 
the next three years, the 
School Committee should 
work collaboratively with 
town leaders and the com-
munity to identify realistic 

ways to improve the learn-
ing environment and sup-
port the academic needs of 
middle school students. 
The district must continue 
evaluating both short-term 
improvements and long-term 
solutions for the building. 
Students and staff deserve a 
safe, functional and modern 
learning environment that 
supports academic success.

GUTEKENST from page 2

community people are proud 
to call home.

What is the biggest chal-
lenge the board/commit-
tee is facing? How will you 
address it?

The biggest challenges 
facing the town is balancing 
rising costs while maintain-
ing the services residents rely 
on every day. I will focus on 
collaboration, accountability 
and building stronger part-
nerships at the state level 
while making sure taxpayer 
dollars are spent responsibly 
and priorities are communi-
cated clearly to the public. 

I also believe we need to 
improve long-term planning 
so the town can be more pro-

active instead of constantly 
reacting to financial chal-
lenges year after year.

Residents deserve leaders 
who are willing to ask tough 
questions, look at the full 
picture and make decisions 
based on what is best for the 
town as a whole.

Describe your vision for 
economic development in 
Belchertown.

My vision for smart eco-
nomic development is to 
strengthen the tax base while 
preserving Belchertown’s 
character and sense of com-
munity. I support responsi-
ble growth that helps local 
businesses succeed, attracts 
new opportunities and keeps 
Belchertown a place families 
want to live without overde-

veloping the town we all care 
about. 

Economic growth should 
ease the burden on taxpay-
ers while still protecting the 
small-town feel that makes 
Belchertown special.

I would also like to see 
stronger communications 
and collaboration with local 
businesses so the town can 
better understand their needs 
and encourage sustainable 
growth.

Discuss your commit-
ment to communication, 
transparency and openness 
in Belchertown municipal 
government. Do you have 
suggestions for improve-
ment?

Residents deserve a gov-
ernment that is transparent, 

accessible, and responsive 
to the community. I sup-
port clearer communication, 
greater public engagement 
and more timely updates on 
budgets, projects and major 
town decisions so residents 
feel informed, heard and 
included in the process. Even 
when residents may disagree 
on issues, they deserve hon-
esty, respect and leadership 
that listens to concerns and 
communicates openly.

I also believe town boards 
and committees should work 
harder to make informa-
tion easier to access so resi-
dents can stay informed and 
involved in decisions that 
affect their everyday lives.

McMORROW from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Quaboag Valley Relay for 
Life is on May 30 on the 
Belchertown Common from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  

We are looking for more 
teams, more participants 
and more survivors for 
our event. If you wish 
to form a team in 
memory or honor of 
someone, please call 800-
227-2345 and get your team 
registered. If you wish to 
join a team already formed 
you can join Team Lynn - 
Peach Pedestrians by going 
to the following link http://
main.acsevents.org/go to/
eleanoregray 

Scroll down to where it 
says “join Eleanore’s team”. 
You can also donate on this 
link too.

If you are a cancer sur-
vivor, we want you to join 

us on May 30 so we can 
honor you. You need to be 

registered for our event and 
you can do so by calling 
the above 800# or going to 
the above link. Registered 
survivors will get a free 
Survivor shirt, a free lun-
cheon at the relay plus a 
goodie bag. If you aren’t 
able to walk the Survivor 
Lap, just come and hang out 
with us and enjoy the activ-
ities. 

There will be many things 
to do on May 30.   There 
will be a big craft fair with 

more than 60 vendors, A 
Touch A Truck display at 

the McCarthys end of 
the common, a Gift 
Basket Sale in the 

Old Town Hall where 
there will be Lots of 

baskets for you to win, 
K9 demonstrations, Face 

Painting, Photographer will 
take your picture and you 
can get it right away, Food 
Trucks and more.   Come 
and check this out.

This  is  a  fundraiser 
for the American Cancer 
Society and we hope to 
be able to donate a lot of 
money to ACS from this 
event and we are hoping for 
your help. 

If you wish more infor-
mation on this event, please 
email ctellie@juno.com 

Thank you and see you 
on May 30.

Relay for Life set for May 30 HUMC 
holding 
celebration 
for Pentecost

BELCHERTOWN – You 
are invited to join together 
for worship and celebration 
as we welcome, by member-
ship, three new people into 
the HUMC family on Sunday, 
May 24 at 10 a.m.

This is also a time for each 
of us to worship and celebrate 
together with other church 
family members. A fellow-
ship time will follow the wor-
ship service for refreshments 
and visiting with family. Join 
us on this special day as we 
“Welcome Home Again” each 
other on this day of Pentecost.

And, be sure to wear some-
thing red representing the fire 
of the Holy Spirit.

Please join us on this most 
special day for an entire 
HUMC family reunion. No 
reservations needed, just come 
on home.

Council.  The band also part-
ners with the schools to use 
their space, compensate the 
custodians for their time, 
and also rent space on the 
Common.

“It really is a community,” 
said Hurst.  “I’m there with 
retired folks, with college 
students, with middle school 
students, nurses, directors, 
accountants, farmers, really 
anyone and everyone who 
loves music and loves per-
forming and building some-
thing together can partici-
pate.”

Legacy is an essential part 
of the BCB.  Multiple gener-
ations have contributed to the 
band, with current members 
brought into the fold that 
were once children of former 
players and concert attend-
ees.  Hurst mentioned that 
three generations of players 
once played in the same sec-
tion, all trumpeters by her 
recollection.  She also stat-
ed one of the most satisfying 

aspects of being a member is 
seeing the children connect 
to music and learn about his-
torical pieces.

“It spirals into them want-
ing to learn about other 
things,” Hurst said.  “They’re 
like ‘oh, well, this person 
wrote that song.’  My neph-
ew, Jack, was telling me how 
‘Mancini wrote this one.  He 
also wrote this one’ and it’s 
really cute...it’s really sweet 
and it’s nice.”

The band serves as com-
mon ground for the entire 
community, a means of con-
necting people regardless 
of their age, ethnicity, edu-
cation, orientation or other 
forms of identity.  To Hurst, 
that essential element is the 
key factor to not only the 
BCB’s continued success but 
the success of Belchertown 
overall.

“I’m really hoping that it 
continues to bring our com-

munity together in times that 
are so divisive, where the 
tenor of the national conver-
sation is so angry and aggres-
sive, that we can recognize 
that there’s things that much 
more brings us together than 
divides us.”  Hurst said.  “Yes 
it’s band.  It’s also communi-
ty.  And for us, that’s kind of 
everything...you have a home 
here.”  

BCB from page 1

The Belchertown Community Band performs on the Common. SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words 
or less in length. No 
unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require letter 
writers to include his or 
her town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must authenticate 
authorship prior to pub-
lication. We reserve the 
right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed 
to be libelous or contain 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, 
defamation of character 
and offensive language. 
All unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credible, 
unbiased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel,  24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Friday at 5 p.m.

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted statements 
of candidacy only four weeks 
or more out from the election. 
All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontest-
ed races are asked to submit 
their statements to the editor 
to include only biographical 
and campaign platform details. 
Total word count for state-
ments is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. 
Please include a photo. We 
will not publish any statements 
of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other cam-
paign publicity during the race, 
please contact our advertising 
representatives. We also do not 
allow personal attacks against 
other candidates or political 
parties in statements of can-
didacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about key 
endorsements or political fund-
raisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the elec-
tion. We reserve the right to 
edit all statements of candida-
cy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley 
Election 
Policy 

Recently I was chatting 
with a coworker who has a 
dozen varieties of rhubarb.  

Yes, rhubarb. He asked if I 
wanted a division or two.  

Although I love all things 
old, and this fruit (yes, fruit) 
is considered about as 
old-fashioned as they come, 
I politely declined. Rhubarb 
and I don’t particularly get 
along.

But, that doesn’t mean I’ll 
knock anyone who can 
eat it and not visit 
the bathroom. All 
the more power to 
them.  

Read  on  for 
s o m e  r h u b a r b 
trivia that just may 
earn you a prize on 
your next cruise.

Back in the day 
when everyone made 
time for baking, or 
baked out of necessity, 
rhubarb was indis-
pensable in the gar-
den. Today, most 
folks figure they 
can buy what they 
need when they long to 
make a strawberry-rhubarb 
pie or some preserves.  

I say, “Why buy it, when it 
is so easy to grow?” And, as 
an added bonus, it may just 
out live you!

Rhubarb was featured on a 
cooking show and a lengthy 
discussion evolved between 
the celebrity cooks about 
whether it was a fruit or a 
vegetable. I never did hear 
the resolution, but did a little 
research of my own.  

Apparently, rhubarb is a 
vegetable but after a court 
decision in 1947 it is legally 
a fruit and was not subject to 
taxation of the time.  

The best time for plant-
ing rhubarb is early through 
mid-spring. If you are lucky 
enough to know someone 
with an established patch, it 
is very likely they will give 
you all of the divisions you 
need and then some.  

You can also purchase 
roots or small potted plants 
from local nurseries. For an 
average family of four, plan 
on two or three divisions.  

Rhubarb will do best in 
a spot in the yard that is in 
full sun or light shade. Most 
gardeners locate it separate-
ly from or at one end of the 
main vegetable garden.  

Since we are deal-
ing with a perennial plant, 
think carefully about where 
you site it- you may have to 
live with your decision for 
decades! Amend the soil with 
lots of organic matter prior to 
planting; the richer the better.  

Finished compost or aged 
manure fit the bill just fine, 
and since rhubarb prefers 
slightly acidic soil, you’ll 
want to hold the lime.

If you are getting divisions 
from a friend’s garden, ask 
for some from the outer por-
tion of the patch – these roots 
will be the least fibrous and 
most eager to thrive. Keep as 
much soil as possible around 
them during transport to pre-
vent dehydration.  

If you can’t transplant 
them the same day dig a 
quick hole somewhere else 
in the garden and “heel them 
in.” Your other alternative 
would be to pot up the divi-
sions.  

In either case, water well 
until you can plant them 
attentively.  

When it’s time for your 
plants to make their way to 
a permanent spot, dig holes 
two to three feet apart. 
The depth of the holes will 
depend on the size of the 
divisions you have and how 
big their roots are.  

Plant them at the same 
depth they were growing in 
your friend’s garden or in 
the pot you bought them in. 
If you are planting roots, go 
by the buds – they should be 

planted about two inches 
below the soil sur-
face.  

During the first 
g r o w i n g  s e a -
son our empha-
sis should be on 

root building. For 
that reason be sure that 
you water well and keep 

weeds at bay.  
Do not pick stalks until 

the following spring, but do 
break off any flower buds 
that form.  Once your patch 
has established itself there 
is no stopping it! All you’ll 
need to do to maintain it 
is provide a topdressing of 
compost or rotted manure 
each spring and weed as 
needed.  

Of course, you will also 
want to pick as much as 
you can! No knife is need-
ed:  simply hold the stem 
near the base and give it a 
quick pull along with a gen-
tle twist.  

Use only the stem since 
the foliage is known to be 
toxic.  

The patch will need divid-
ing every 5-10 years; the 
perfect time to offer up divi-
sions to your friends!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I began collecting ben-

efits at age 72 and am 
now 78. 

Since that  t ime,  I 
have continued to work 
and have contributed 
over $40,000 to Social 
Security over the last 
six years. At the time 
of my retirement, I was 
informed that the Social 
Security Administration 
would review my con-
tributions annually and 
replace lower-earning 
years from my 35-year 
record with my current 
higher-earning years. 

 Despite my current 
annual income exceed-
ing $100,000, I have not 
seen an increase in my 
benefit amount over the 
past six years. I recently 
met with an SSA repre-
sentative, who confirmed 
that my benefits are being 
reviewed annually but 
did not provide specif-
ic details or evidence of 
these adjustments. Could 
you please advise me on 
how to formally verify 
that my benefits are being 
accurately reviewed and 
updated to reflect my 
continued contributions? 

Signed: Collecting 
and Still Working  

 
Dear Collecting: 

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
from Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act payroll 
taxes to Social Security 
over the last six years 
are not what determines 
if you get an increase to 
your monthly SS benefit. 

Although you con-
tributed to SS since you 
started receiving SS 
benefits, those contri-
butions do not affect 
your monthly SS bene-
fit.  Your monthly SS 
benefit is based only the 
highest inflation-adjust-
ed 35 years of earnings 
over your lifetime. And 
for your monthly benefit 
to change, your current 
earnings each year would 
need to replace at least 
one of those 35 historical, 
inflation-adjusted year 
earnings.  

We regular ly  hear 
from those who do ben-
efit from SSA’s regular 
review of work earnings 
after they start receiv-
ing monthly SS benefits, 
and our Advisory staff 
includes two individuals 
with a combined 70 years 
of service with the Social 
Security Administration. 
Thus, we are comfortable 
saying that SSA does, in 
fact, review your earnings 
annually to see if your 
monthly SS payment 
should be higher. 

From a process stand-
point ,  SSA receives 
your annual earnings 
information from the 
IRS (i.e., directly from 
your annual tax return) 
by mid-year annually, 
after which SSA evalu-
ates your recent earnings 
to see if an increase in 
your monthly SS benefit 
is warranted. If so, that 
increase is automatically 
applied, usually around 
October each year and 
you are paid the extra 
amount retroactively to 
the beginning of the year.  

What you may not 
realize is that your life-
time earnings (your his-
torical  earnings) are 
adjusted for inflation. 

This is a good thing, 
because that means your 
current monthly SS ben-
efit is calculated using 
today’s dollar values for 
your past earnings, rath-
er than the actual money 
amounts you originally 
earned and received. 

For example, $50,000 
of 1990 earnings would 
be worth about $125,000 
today. Which also means 
that those 1990 earnings 
would only yield a high-
er current Social Security 
benefit if your recent 
earnings were more than 
$125,000. And this is 
true for all 35 years of 
lifetime earnings used 
to calculate your current 
monthly Social Security 
benefit.  

The best way for you 
to ensure that you are 
getting the right month-
ly benefit amount is to 
first obtain your lifetime 
earnings history from 
Social Security. This 
is most easily obtained 
through your online “my 
Social Security” account 
at www.ssa.gov/myac-
count. If you don’t have 
an online account set up, 
you can also request an 
“Earnings Statement” by 
calling Social Security 
at 1.800.772.1213 (or 
call your local SS field 
office to request it). 
Next, I suggest you use 
Social Security’s “Online 
Benefi ts  Calculator” 
explained and available 
at this link:    https://
w w w. s s a . g o v / b e n e -
fits/retirement/planner/
AnypiaApplet.html   

I f ,  af ter  this ,  you 
believe you should be 
getting a higher month-
ly SS benefit because 
of your recent earnings, 
you can again contact 
SSA and tell them you 
believe they did not 
properly adjust your cur-
rent SS benefit for your 
most recent earnings. 
Following that, you can 
submit a “Request for 
Reconsideration” (form 
SSA-561) which will 
result in a full separate 
review of your case by an 
independent SSA person, 
followed (some months 
later) by a formal writ-
ten determination on 
your assertion. If you 
received a letter from 
SSA because of your pre-
vious meeting with them, 
include a copy of that 
letter with your “Request 
for Reconsideration.”  

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
s t a f f ,  t r a i n e d  a n d 
a c c re d i t e d  b y  t h e 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.        

Rhubarb, a perennial fruit worth growing

I’m still working; why didn’t I get 
a higher Social Security benefit?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

A few weeks ago,  I 
underwent my second 
total hip replacement. 

I had already replaced my left 
hip, and now it was time for 
the right one.

About 10 years ago, I 

also had both of my knees 
replaced. After nearly four 
decades as an ICU nurse, the 
physical toll of caring for 
patients, some weighing up 
to 300 or 400 pounds, had 
caught up with me. This is a 

common story among nurses: 
We prioritize others’ needs 
and often ignore our own 
warning signs. 

Obviously, I’m not alone. 
Around 7 million Americans 
are living with hip or knee 
replacements, allowing them 
to maintain mobility despite 
severe arthritis. Annually 
in the U.S., there are about 
700,000 knee and 400,000 
hip replacements, with stud-
ies showing many replace-
ments lasting 25 years or 
more.

We’re just not as healthy 
as we used to be. Arthritis 
inflammation in the joints 
can actually destroy the 
cartilage, and when you hit 
bone-on-bone, it causes not 

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Getting hip to joint replacement surgery

Please see SURGERY, 
page 13
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

This 150-seat expansion is 
possible thanks to the Cold 
Spring expanded campus in 
Belchertown, and represents 
the single largest student 
expansion in the district’s 
history. Duda reported that 
this initiative is being com-
pleted without incurring debt 
to the nine member towns, as 
well as without major capital 
requests, and without imme-
diate impacts to local taxpay-
ers assessments.

This strategic initiative is 
being accomplished solely 
through strategic financial 
planning, along with grant 
funding secured from the 
commonwealth.

“Support for this planned 
expansion has been compre-
hensive and widespread,” 
Duda said. “Senators, state 
representatives, and elected 
officials from all nine mem-
ber communities have signed 
on in support of this creative, 
forward-thinking, and afford-
able approach to increasing 
access to career and techni-
cal education opportunities 
for students throughout the 
region.”

Now in his fifth year 
as superintendent and his 
20th year serving the dis-
trict, Duda has made strate-
gic long-term planning into 
a strength of his leadership. 
In recent years, the district 
has received record levels of 
grant funding. These include 
over $5 million in competi-
tive grant funding to increase 

student access, purchase 
equipment, renovate facili-
ties, and add square footage 
to support expansion efforts, 
and an additional $1.5 mil-
lion to support new adult and 
continue education program-
ming, and to help keep the 
campus active and vibrant 
during the evenings and 
weekends when it’s used by 
adult learners.

Compared to other school 
districts in the region that are 
struggling with budget cuts, 
declining enrollment, and 
closures, Pathfinder is a nota-
ble exception, with its record 
levels of enrollment, carrying 
no debt, and requesting no 
major capital funding from 
its nine member towns.

Duda described Pathfinder 
as a model for what’s pos-
sible in education through-
out the region. As a gradu-
ate from Pathfinder himself, 
Duda said he understands 
firsthand the life-changing 
opportunities this model of 
education can provide stu-
dents. While some districts 
in the region are attempt-
ing to replicate aspects of 
Pathfinder Tech’s program-
ming, Duda emphasized that 
Pathfinder already belongs to 
the nine member communi-
ties and exists to serve their 
students.

“Pathfinder Tech is already 
your school,” Duda noted. “It 
belongs to the students and 
families of our nine member 
towns.”

“There’s no need for mem-

ber school districts to waste 
money, time, and resources 
on introductory elective type 
career courses like the ones 
occurring in the towns of 
Palmer and Monson,” Duda 
said. “You don’t need to try 
to duplicate with an intro-
ductory version of what we 
offer. Instead, remember that 
Pathfinder Tech is already the 
town’s school, and students 
are now guaranteed to have 
a seat available for them to 
attend.”

Duda recommended that 
the towns “encourage stu-
dents to apply and take 
advantage of the career and 
technical education already 
available to them, should that 
be the desired educational 
model they want to pursue.”

In addition to Governor 
Healey, the event was attend-
ed by Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll, Secretary of 
Education Stephen Zrike, and 
Commissioner of Education 
Pedro Martinez, as well as 
several additional cabinet 
members, mayors, and state 
and local officials.

Pathfinder Tech plans to 
continue pursuing funding 
sources to support the expan-
sion, including the recently 
announced $100 million CTE 
Capacity Expansion Grant 
Initiative from the Healey-
Driscoll Administration.

Pathfinder Tech is current-
ly accepting applications for 
the 2026-2027 school year. 
Prospective students can 
apply at PathfinderTech.org.

GRANT from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Governor Maura Healey spoke about how Career and Technical Education provides students 
with hands-on learning for skilled jobs and great careers.

Clapp Memorial 
L I B R A R Y

What’s going on at the 
Library? Check it out.

FOR GENERAL 
AUDIENCES:

Plant Swap
Tuesday, May 19,

6-7 p.m.
Bring a plant (or not!) to 

the library and swap it for 
a new one. The program 
takes place on the library 
lawn. Monthly on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 
May to September. This 
program is funded by the 
Belchertown & Around Plant 
Swap

Tote Bag Drive - Update!
Our  “To te  Bags  fo r 

Good!” donation drive is 
doing great! Thank you to 
those who have already 
purchased a bag and donat-
ed their $5. Here are the 
total  donat ions so far : 
Belcher town Meals  on 
Wheels: $145; Belchertown 
Food Pantries: $140; The 
Sensory  Tra i l  a t  Lake 
Wallace: $125. How does it 
work? Buy a 2025 Summer 
Reading Program Tote Bag 
for $20 and $5 will be donat-
ed to your choice of these 
organizations. Tote bags 
showcase all ten Summer 
Reading logos designed by 
local fantasy artist extraor-
dinaire, Scott Fischer. Scott 
is a Belchertown resident 
who has been donating his 
time and talent designing our 
logos for 10 years! Visit the 
display in the Library and 
purchase your bag via cash, 

check or online payment. 
Which of these local orga-
nizations will get YOUR $5 
donation?

FOR ADULTS:
Transform Your Yard 
to Support Pollinators

Tuesday, May 19, 
7- 8 p.m.

Whether your yard is 
small or large, you can cre-
ate a more pollinator-friendly 
environment! Join us to learn 
about a 12 Step Program to 
help you evaluate, plan, and 
implement an upgrade to 
your yard.

Love and Loss After 
Wounded Knee:
Book Talk with
Julie Dobrow

Wednesday, May 27, 
7-8 p.m.

Join us as we welcome 
Tufts University Professor, 
Julie Dobrow. Love and 
Loss at  Wounded Knee 
chronicles the tumultu-
ous and storied lives of 
Charles Eastman, and his 
wife, Elaine Goodale, for-
mer  Belcher town res i -
dents. Elaine, a poet and 
writer, was a white woman 
who grew up in the remote 
Berkshires. Ohíye S’a, (aka 
Charles  Eastman) ,  was 
a Santee Sioux, born in 
Minnesota, and one of the 
only Native Americans edu-
cated at Dartmouth College 
and Boston  Univers i ty 
Medical School. Elaine and 
Charles met in December 
1890, and fell in love. That 

same month, the town of 
Wounded  Knee ,  Sou th 
Dakota was seized by US 
Army troops. More than 
250 Native Americans were 
massacred... and everything 
changed. Bear witness to the 
remarkable story of these 
star crossed lovers. Copies of 
the book will be available for 
purchase and signing.

Postponed: “Knotweed 
Knockdown”

Our Knotweed project has 
been temporarily postponed. 
We will resume asking for 
volunteers, and reach out to 
current volunteers, as updat-
ed information becomes 
available. Thank you for 
your patience!

FOR TEENS:
Teen Advisory 
Board Meeting
Friday, May 15, 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

The Clapp Memoria l 
Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board will have its last 
meeting of the school year 
on Friday, May 15th in the 
library’s Activity Room. Free 
pizza will be provided as we 
celebrate this year’s accom-
plishments and talk about 
opportunities for summer 
programming and volunteer-
ing. Teens who have attended 
any TAB meetings during the 
past school year are invited 
and can email clapplibrary-
tab@gmail.com to register. 

Upcoming Programs and Events

Please see LIBRARY, page 8

Your Local
  BUSINESS 

CONNECTION
Complete A/C Service 

Glass Installations
Used Cars • Windshields 

Expert Body & Fender
Repair • Painting

REECE
AUTO BODY

323-6664
FREE ESTIMATES

Old Springfield Road
Belchertown

Visa-Mastercard Accepted

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing • Snow Removal

Tel. 413-283-4395 • Cell 413-237-9434
www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

GET HITCHED
AT AMHERST WELDING

TRAILER HITCHES
SALES & REPAIRS

Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plow • Sanders

DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER?

Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts!

330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA
(413) 253-4867

Amherst Welding, Inc.

H E AT I N G  &  O I L  C O M PA N Y
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Is Our Specialty
• Automatic Fuel Delivery

• 24 hr. Burner Service
• Replacement of Furnaces 

& Boilers
• New Construction 

& Renovations
• New Customer Discounts

413-323-4123

WE HAVE MOVED! 
115 North Main, Belchertown SEPTIC

PUMPING
• pumping
• new installation
• repairs
• Title 5 inspection

Septic Service LLC
Jason Lafleur • David Kibbe

413-323-4327

Comple
te

Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers

www.turley.com

Call 413-283-8393 
to advertise 

your business here

TILTON AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL
REPAIRS
3 AMHERST ROAD (RT. 9)

BELCHERTOWN
323-5051

Belchertown Auto Parts  
116 Federal Street (Rt.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

Get the 
Good Stuff

 

SAVE

16%

$1259
Lucas Slick Mist®

Fast & Easy Interior 
Detailer
24 oz.
LUC 10514

/each
$1279
Lucas Slick Mist®

Fast & Easy
Speed Wax
24 oz.
LUC 10160

/each

SAVE

15%

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com
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Has This Happened to You?
We do what your body shop won’t!

Turn to the experts at

Amherst Welding
Welding • Fabrication • Hydraulic

Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs • Snow Plows • Sanders • Hand Railings
330 Harkness Road, Amherst • (413) 253-4867

Body Rust • Body Rot • Frame Rust • Chassy Work

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

B-Town

Electric

Owner
Mike McKenzie
MA. Lic. #15648A

Fully Insured

OSHA 10
Certified

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

Office: 413-213-0770
Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com

Neighborhood
Marketplace

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

SUPPORT 
THESE 

HOMETOWN
BUSINESSES

FREDERICK TILTON
Owner

323-5051

GENERAL
REPAIRS

ROUTE 9
3 AMHERST ROAD 

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

AutoCare
Center

We Install Only NAPA Parts

TILTON
AUTOMOTIVE Have you tested your well water recently?

P.O. Box 1192
9 Stadler Steet

Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7134

quabbinanalytical@yahoo.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July 11 .....Provincetown by Fast Ferry .........................$220
Sept. 26 ...Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
March 1 ...12-Day Caribbean Cruise ............ Balcony $2499

Boothbay 
Harbor 
Vacation

❚ POLICE LOGS�

Belchertown 
Police Log

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing are brief explana-
tions of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of May 
1, through May 7. The infor-
mation was provided by a 
member of the police depart-
ment based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. 
This feature is designed to 
provide context and expla-
nation to some of the calls 
police respond to every day. 

ARRESTS/SUMMONS
Tuesday, May 5

9:05 p.m. – Ricara D. 
Pryce, 32, of 265 Breckwood 
Blvd, Springfield was arrest-
ed on charges of disorderly 
conduct, assault and battery 
on police officer, resist-
ing arrest and a warrant. An 
officer responded to a Main 
Street residence for a report 
of a car honking in a park-
ing lot and a person yelling. 
Several people reported the 
incident. The person was 
identified. Another officer 
could hear another person 
yelling and approached the 
vehicle. The person was yell-
ing outside and was identi-
fied. They were having issues 
with one another. One per-
son reversed the vehicle and 
then eventually put it in park. 
Then the operator unexpect-
edly opened and struck an 
officer with the door. They 
never mentioned they wanted 
to exit the vehicle. The officer 
advised they were going to be 
arrested and began to resist 
arrest. The person began to 
engage with the other person 
and then resisted again. They 
were transported from the 
scene and there was a warrant 
for their arrest. The person 
was later released.

ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS
Friday, May 1

12:25 a.m. – An offi-
cer responded for a report 
of vandalism to a building. 
There was video footage and 
descriptive information was 
obtained. 

8:41 a.m. – An officer 
responded Ware Road and 
Enoch Sanford Road for an 
accident. A vehicle at a stop 
sign turning left onto Ware 
Road and another vehicle 
going eastbound struck the 
first. One person was trans-
ported from the scene. Both 
vehicles were towed. The per-
son driving the first vehicle 
said they thought the opera-
tor of the second vehicle was 
going slower than it was trav-
eling. 

2:01 p.m. – An officer 
responded to North Main 
Street for an accident. A 
vehicle traveling through 
a parking lot was struck on 
the passenger side by another 
vehicle. The second vehicle 
was backing up from a park-
ing space. There was minor 
damage to both vehicles. No 
injuries were reported. 

5:27 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident 
on George Hannum Road. 
A vehicle traveling east on 
George Hannum Road when 
a second vehicle traveling 
westbound came into the first 
vehicle’s lane of travel. The 
second vehicle struck the 
trailer of the first. Both driv-
ers’ exchanged information. 

9:20 p.m. – An officer 
viewed a juvenile at the lobby 
door. The person had a dis-
agreement with their parent, 
and they were contacted to 
pick up the juvenile. The 
report forwarded to the school 
resource officer. 

Saturday, May 2
12:17 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a Stebbins Street 

residence for a report of a 
past assault. One person was 
transported to the hospital. 

3:37 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Ware Road. Two vehicles 
traveling east on Ware Road 
when the operator of the front 
vehicle pulled out of a lane 
to go into a driveway. The 
vehicle took a wide turn and 
then the second vehicle struck 
the first. There as damage to 
both vehicles. One vehicle 
was towed from the scene. No 
injuries were reported. 

Sunday, May 3
7:32 p.m. – An officer on 

patrol saw a white Jeep with 
an expired registration sticker. 
The officer ran the plate, and 
the registration came back as 
nonrenewable since August 
2025. The officer spoke with 
the operator and the vehicle 
needed to be towed. A warn-
ing was issued to the person 
for unregistered motor vehi-
cle. 

10:09 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Federal Street. A vehicle trav-
eling north on Federal Street 
went off the roadway and 
struck a mailbox. No injuries 
were reported and no tows 
were needed. 

Monday, May 4
9:39 a.m. – An officer 

responded to an accident 
North Liberty Street. A vehi-
cle traveling south on North 
Liberty Street stopped in 
front of a house due to a work 
zone. The flagger stopped 
the traffic. A second vehicle 
behind the first couldn’t stop 

in time. The second vehicle 
was towed from the scene. No 
injuries were reported. 

Tuesday, May 5
12:27 p.m. – An officer 

responded to a Chauncey 
Walker Road residence for a 
report of a person breaking 
and entering at the end of last 
year. They were away when 
the incident occurred. There 
was a water incident at the 
residence in September 2025 
that was repaired by a con-
tractor. There was specialized 
equipment taken from the res-
idence. 

7:59 p.m. – An officer 
responded to a Summit Street 
residence regarding a proper-
ty line dispute. Officers spoke 
with the involved people. One 
person said when the first 
dispute happened, they had 
the property surveyed and the 
lines were written on them. 
The person said the survey 
was inaccurate and they had 
larger property. They were 
told they could have it sur-
veyed as well. 

11:18 p.m. – An offi-
cer  responded to assis t 
Belchertown fire paramedics.

Wednesday, May 6
9:33 a.m. – An officer took 

a report of a person’s adult 
son was missing. The person 
had concerns about their well-
being. The person left the res-
idence and didn’t take their 
phone with them. The officer 
reached out to area hospitals 
and then checked the per-
son’s registration plate, which 
hadn’t been run recently. A 
be on the lookout alert was 
issued for the person’s vehi-
cle. The person then called 
the reporting person and said 
they were okay. They didn’t 
want to give their location 
to the person. They report-
ed they were not a danger 
to themselves or others. A 
BOLO was cancelled. 

10:57 p.m. – An officer 
responded to an accident on 
Stebbins Street. A vehicle 
traveling north on Stebbins 
Street stopped at a stop sign 
and went to make a left turn 
onto Bay Road. Another 
vehicle traveling east on Bay 

Road didn’t have enough time 
to stop and struck the first 
vehicle. There was damage 
to both vehicles. No injuries 
were reported and no tows 
were needed. 

Thursday, May 7
8:53 a.m. – An officer and 

Belchertown Fire paramed-
ics responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on State Street. No 
injuries were reported and no 
tows were needed. 

11:59 a.m. – An officer 
spoke with a person on the 
phone about a male party 
posting videos on social 
media. Person threatened 
to post videos of the person 
without their consent. The 
matter is being documented. 

12:24 p.m. – An officer 
investigated a report of a 
violation of an abuse preven-
tion order and subsequently 
a Pittsfield resident will be 
issued a summons for viola-
tion of an abuse prevention 
order.

6:01 p.m. – An officer took 
a report of an identity fraud 
incident. A resident sent doc-
uments to a person with tax 
information on it via the mail. 
While in route, the envelope 
opened and stole the informa-
tion before it got to its desti-
nation. The person hasn’t had 
an issue with identity theft at 
this time but wanted it docu-
mented.

Granby 
Police Log

Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department respond-
ed to  89  calls for the week 
May 1, through May 7. Those 
arrested are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. The Granby 
Police Department provides 
all information.

Friday, May 1
12:02 a.m. – A motorist 

reported striking a tree and 
later reported that the vehi-
cle was on fire. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. The vehi-
cle was fully engulfed on 
arrival. The fire was extin-
guished and there were no 

injuries.

Saturday, May 2
6:45 p.m. – A motorist 

reported striking a utility 
pole. There was no damage 
to the pole and there were no 
injuries.

Monday, May 4
10:46 a.m. – A motorist 

reported striking a low hang-
ing wire with their vehicle. 
Officers responded to the 
area and found a low hanging 
cable line. The utility compa-
ny was contacted and raised 
the wire.

Tuesday, May 5
5:54 a.m. – While on 

patrol, an officer observed 
a vehicle traveling at a high 
rate of speed. Radar con-
firmed the vehicle was trav-
eling at 56MPH in a posted 
35MPH zone. The vehicle 
was stopped and the operator 
was issued a civil citation for 
speeding.

Wednesday, May 6
7:04 a.m. – A motorist 

reported that a vehicle drove 
off the road and struck a 
drainage culvert and a cement 
post. The operator left the 
scene prior to police arrival. 
Officers found the vehicle 
involved and later spoke with 
the operator. There were no 
injuries.

4:39 p.m. – Several callers 
reported a two-car accident 
Chicopee Street and Baggs 
Hill Road. Granby Police 
and Fire responded. Officers 
found that one of the vehi-
cles crossed marked lanes 
and struck the other head on 
before going off the road and 
down an embankment. The 
operator was issued a citation 
for crossing marked lanes. 
There were no injuries.

Thursday, May 7
12:33 p.m. – A resident 

reported being the victim of 
a scam. A report was com-
pleted.

9:29 p.m. – A motorist 
reported a minor two-car 
accident Chicopee Street and 
East State Street. There were 
no injuries.

Teen Book Club
Wednesday, May 20, 

3-4 p.m.
The  C lapp  Memor ia l 

Library has a book club 
for teens in grades 7-12! 
This Teen Book Club is in 
conjunction with the MA 
Teen Choice Book Awards 
(MTCBA), the only book 
award in the state selected by 
teens. Each month teens will 

read and meet to discuss one 
book from the 2026 Nominee 
List. On Wednesday, May 
20th from 3:00-4:00PM, teens 
will meet to discuss Fable for 
the End of the World by Ava 
Reid. Copies of the book are 
available for checkout at the 
library’s circulation desk and 
on the Libby and hoopla apps. 
Snacks will be provided at the 
meeting. Email clapplibrar-
ytab@gmail.com with any 
questions. 

FOR CHILDREN:
Children’s Scavenger Hunt

May’s Theme: SPORTS!
We’re inviting children 

to part icipate in May’s 
Scavenger Hunt! Pick up a 
clue sheet and look for the 
pictures hidden in the chil-
dren’s area. Write down the 
word you find with each 
picture and figure out this 
month’s saying. One raffle 
ticket per child each month.

LIBRARY from page 9

B E L C H E RT OW N  – 
Nothing like getting caught 
off guard last month, when 
we sold out of our entire 
supply of meatball grinders 
before noon We apologize 
to those who were unable 
to grab one, and as a result, 
we are upping our “inven-
tory” to prepare over 200 
grinders for our Saturday, 
May 16th sale! As always, 

we will be set up on 
the grounds of the 
Belchertown United 
Church of Christ on 
Park St. and will begin 
serving 12-inch meat-
ball subs with sauce and 
mozzarella, a bag of chips, 
and beverage shortly after 
10 a.m. – all for the same 
low price of $10. 

Come on out and support 

our 
L i o n s 

Club’s fund-
raising efforts--knowing that 
all proceeds will support our 
charities close to home

Lions Club holding another 
Meatball Sub Sale May 16
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BELCHERTOWN – Last 
Monday night, Belchertown 
High School boys volley-
ball defeated Holyoke 3-1, 
losing the first set of the 
match, then going on to 
sweep the next three for the 
victory. Arda Cayan had a 
huge match with 42 assists. 

Gavin Couchon was also 
strong with 20 kills and 10 
digs. Brian Burns turned 
in 10 kills. Belchertown is 
8-9 and looking for a .500 
record to make the state 
tournament while Holyoke 
fell to just 1-14 on the sea-
son.

Orioles defeat Orioles defeat 
Holyoke, hopeful for Holyoke, hopeful for 

playoff spotplayoff spot

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Arda Cayan sets the ball up.

Gavin 
Couchon 

tries to get a 
quick tip over 

the net.

Ryan Shea goes for a spike.

Brian Burns sends a return hit over the net. Henry Walter goes for the serve.

Grady 
Martin 
goes 
low for a 
bump.

Pacers 
take down 
host Rams

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

GRANBY—After outscor-
ing their previous three oppo-
nents, 39-0, the Chicopee 
High School softball team 
found themselves locked in a 
closely contested battle with 
Suburban East League foe 
Granby.

The Lady Rams had the 
potential tying run at the 
plate with one out in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning, 
but the Lady Pacers escaped 
with an exciting 8-6 victory 
on a very windy afternoon 
at Granby High School, 
last Tuesday. The road win 
improved the Lady Pacers 
overall record to a perfect 
14-0. They also had a 10-0 
league record.

“Granby is a very good 
softball team, and they put 
a lot of pressure on us in 
today’s game,” said Chicopee 
High varsity softball coach 
Mel Sasser. “This is also 
a very big victory for us 
because we clinched at least 
a share of the league title.”

The last time that Chicopee 
captured a league title on 
the softball diamond was 
in 2021. The Lady Pacers 
were also league champions 
in 2012 with a 14-6 overall 
record. 

The Lady Rams (11-3, 
8-2), who also lost to the 
Lady Pacers, 5-2, in the first 
meeting of the regular sea-
son at Szot Park on April 10, 
needed to win the second 
meeting to keep their league 
title hopes alive.

“If we had won today’s 
game, we would’ve still had 
a chance to tie for the league 
title,” said Granby head 
coach Mike Afflitto. “We’re 
not mathematically eliminat-
ed yet, but it’s going to be a 
very difficult task now.” 

The Lady Rams, who hav-
en’t celebrated the league 
title since 2011, also lost a 
league game at Frontier 
Regional, 4-0, back in April.

The Chicopee and Granby 
softball teams most likely 

B E L C H E R T O W N  – 
Last Thursday and Friday, 
Belcher town High School 
boys lacrosse grabbed a pair of 
wins. The Orioles would defeat 
Central 7-2 at home followed by 
a 6-3 home win against Lenox 

Memorial. The Orioles are sit-
ting at a record of 5-9 and is will 
below the top 32 in Division 3, 
meaning they will need to win 
out the rest of their schedule to 
possibly finish at .500 and get 
into the state playoffs.

Boys lacrosse picks Boys lacrosse picks 
up pair of winsup pair of wins

Killian Olszewski picks 
up the ground ball.

Adam O’Rourke looks to 
grab the loose ball.

Gavin Harrington 
winds up for a 
shot.

Steven Ryan fights 
for possession 

during the faceoff.

Leandro Lopes 
Martins looks 
around for an open 
teammate.

Adren Reyes makes a Adren Reyes makes a 
run up the sideline.run up the sideline.

URLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Please see RAMS, page 10
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won’t be competing in the 
upcoming Western Mass. 
tournament, but both squads 
have already qualified for the 
state tournament.

The Lady Pacers, who 
have clinched a berth in the 
Division 3 state tournament, 
took a quick 2-0 lead in last 
Tuesday’s contest without the 
benefit of a base hit.

Freshman catcher Adeline 
Olbrych was hit-by-a-pitch 
thrown by Granby junior 
righthander Meredith Bartosz 
leading off the first inning. 
Senior shortstop Lorraine 
Olbrych followed with a 

walk. A wild pitch moved 
both runners into scoring 
position. The Olbrych’s 
crossed the plated on back-
to-back sacrifice flies by 
sophomore first baseman 
Aviah Blankenship and 
eighth grade starting pitcher 
Raelyn Loud.

Lorraine Olbrych suffered 
an injury in bottom half 
of the first inning and was 
forced to leave the game. 

The Lady Rams, who qual-
ified for the Division 5 state 
tournament, tied the score in 
their first at-bats of the game 
against Loud, who allowed 
six runs on eight hits.

With two outs, senior sec-
ond baseman Kaitlyn Curran 

beat out an infield hit to the 
shortstop before scoring on a 
double to right field by junior 
shortstop Ellie Szlosek, who 
had three of the Lady Rams 
hits. Szlosek also scored on 
the play following a throwing 
error.

The game remained tied 
until the third inning.

Adeline Olbrych walked 
leading off the frame before 
stealing second base. She 
advanced to third on a per-
fect sacrifice bunt by eighth 
grade designated player 
Megan Prendergast before 
scoring the go-ahead run 
on a groundball out by 
Blankenship.

Chicopee scored two more 

runs during that same inning 
when freshman third base-
man Izzabella Harper hit a 
groundball, which was mis-
played by the shortstop for 
an error.

The Lady Pacers held a 
6-2 advantage after scoring 
another run in the fourth.

Szlosek led off the bot-
tom of the fourth inning 
with a flair single into left 
field. She proceeded to steal 
both second and third base 
before scoring on a bunt by 
the junior catcher Jaidyn 
Roberge. 

After both teams failed to 
score in the fifth, Adeline 
Olbrych banged a double 
off the left field fence lead-

ing off the sixth inning. 
Blankenship, who finished 
game with three RBIs, 
drove her home with a hard 
groundball double into left.

Granby responded with a 
two run single up the middle 
into centerfield by freshman 
third baseman Kara White 
with two outs in the bottom 
half of the inning, which 
closed the gap to 7-5.    

A sacrifice fly by Chicopee 
freshman Brianna Cole 
pushed the lead to three runs 
in the top of the seventh 
inning.

With one-out in bottom of 
the seventh, Szlosek, who 
reached on a fielding error. 
scored on a groundout by 

junior left fielder Sydney 
Chateauneuf. Roberge also 
had an infield hit, and the 
tying run was standing in the 
batter’s box, but Loud ended 
the game by recording her 
14th strikeout.

“Playing a close game like 
this one will help us pre-
pare for the postseason tour-
nament,” Sasser said. “We 
played very well defensively 
in today’s game.”

Bartosz, who gave up eight 
runs on seven hits against 
Chicopee, recorded her 200th 
career strikeout in the Lady 
Rams 10-6 road win against 
the Springfield International 
Charter School  two days 
later. 

RAMS from page 9
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Pioneers score first win of season

SPRINGFIELD – Last Monday 
afternoon at Forest Park, Pathfinder 

baseball defeated host Sci-Tech 14-1 for 
their first win of the regular season. The 
Pioneers are 1-12 with just a few games 
remaining in the regular season.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Ian Sauri Nieves cleanly fields a 
grounder to second.

Emerson Boronski connects and fouls off a pitch.

Zachary Smith makes a throw to first.

Dayne Shanley leads off second.Aiden Girard smothers a grounder to third.

Brody Wetnicka 
hustles for first base.

W E S T F I E L D 
–  After  10 tr ips  to the 
Massachusetts State 
C o l l e g i a t e 
A t h l e t i c 
Conference soft-
ball championship 
game, the top-seed-
ed Westfield State 
U n ive r s i t y  O w l s 
finally cashed in when 
first  year RF Lyla 
Dwyer pulled a ball 
through the hole on the left 
side infield and sophomore 
3B Allysa Slack scored with 
a headfirst dive across the 
plate in the bottom of the ninth 
inning as the Owls scored a 
1-0 extra innings win over 
#2 seed Worcester State on 
Sunday.

With the win, the Owls 
improve to 38-1 on the sea-
son, and the Owls earn the 
league’s automatic bid to 
the  NCAA Tournament .     
Westfield will be making it’s 
third-ever appearance in the 
big dance, but first since 1983.   
Westfield will learn their des-
tination and opponent in the 
NCAA’s in a live selection 
show on NCAA.com slated for 
Monday at 11.

Worcester’s season comes to 
a close at 25-15.

The two teams dueled 
through seven innings score-
less at 0-0, an old-fashioned 
pitchers duel between the 
Owls Angelina Vartuli, who 
was named the tournament 
MVP, and Worcester’s Peyton 
Maloney.

Worcester put one runner 
aboard in the top of the eighth 
on a single by Emma LaPoint, 
but Vartuli invoked a pair of 
pop ups to Slack at third to 
end the threat.

Westfield appeared to catch 
a break in the bottom of the 
eighth as Hannah Wodecki 
singled to left with one out, 
and the ball slipped past the 
fielder to put Wodecki at sec-
ond base, but Mia Alfonso 
popped to second and Latour 
lined to center to go to the 
ninth scoreless.

Vartuli sent the Lancers 
down in order in the top of the 
ninth, with a pair of ground 
outs to Slack sandwiched 
around one to Sarah Hough at 
short.

Slack doubled to right 
center leading off the bot-
tom half of the inning when 
the ball dropped between the 
center and right fielder after 
an apparent miscommuni-
cation, and after Caroline 
O’Donnell popped to right, 
Dwyer stepped in with one 
out, and slashed one pitch just 
foul down the third base line, 
before finding the hole for a 
base hit on the game winner.

Vartuli (W, 13-0) allowed 
six hits over nine innings, 

walking just one 
and fanning six 

for her 13th win 
of the season.

W o r c e s t e r ’ s 
Maloney (L, 10-6) 

matched her near-
ly pitch for pitch, 
working 8.1 innings, 

scattering 10 hits, and 
walking and striking 

out one against an Owls line-
up that entered the weekend 
ranked third in the country in 
scoring offense at almost nine 
runs per game.

LaTour was 2-4 with a dou-
ble and O’Donnell finished 
2-3 with a walk to lead the 
Owl bats.     Carisa Andrews 
was the lone repeat hitter 
for the Lancers, finished 2-4 
with a stolen base.     Bailey 
Tammaro’s double in the fifth 
was the lone extra base hit for 
the Lancers.

Worcester put two runners 
aboard in the second before 
Vartuli got a pop up to end the 
inning.   Andrews made it as 
far as third in the seventh, but 
again Vartuli got a pop out to 
short to end the threat.

The Owls first true scoring 
chance came in the second 
inning after a one-out single 
by Kassidy LaTour followed 
by a Lancers error put two in 
scoring position. O’Donnell 
followed and stung a line 
drive back up the middle, hit-
ting Slack who had no way to 
avoid the ball, causing a dead 
ball and sending LaTour back 
to third base instead of scor-
ing the first run of the game. 
Maloney then escaped the 
threat by getting a pop up in 
foul territory.

In the fifth inning, the Owls 
put two aboard with two 
outs after a single into left 
by Rylie Camacho. Hough 
stepped in and laced a liner 
back up the middle forcing 
pinch runner Kalisa Pomfret 
to duck as she narrowly avoid-
ed getting drilled. She could 
only advance up to third base 
causing Camacho to overrun 
the bag at second in expect-
ing the runner to be sent, but 
the Lancers were able to tag 
her out in a rundown before 
Pomfret could cross home. 

We s t f i e l d  w i n s  t h e 
MASCAC tournament title for 
the first time since the league 
began a post-season tour-
nament in 2001, though the 
Owls had played in 10 pre-
vious finals.     Westfield lost 
as the #1 seed in 2024 and 
2025, dropping two games in 
the championship round to 
Framingham at home in 2024, 
and falling to Worcester in the 
elimination semifinal in 2025.

WSU softball wins 
conference title

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
outlasted  the Providence 
Bruins, 1-0, in a goaltend-
ing duel for the ages on 
Thursday night inside the 
MassMutual Center, defeat-
ing Providence in four games 
to advance to the Atlantic 
Division Finals against the 
Wi l ke s - B a r r e / S c r a n t o n 
Penguins. 

By completing the upset 
of the Macgreor Kilpatrick 
Trophy winners, Springfield, 
which finished 38 points 
behind Providence during 
the regular season, complet-
ed the largest upset by point 
differential in Calder Cup 
Playoff history.

Georgi Romanov’s dream 
postseason continued rolling 
along in the first period for 
the T-Birds, as the goalten-

der made a highlight-reel 
stop for the second straight 
game in the series, stretch-
ing post-to-post to make a 
tremendous left pad save 
on Riley Tufte on a 3-on-1 
Bruins rush. 

Not to be outdone at the 
other end, AHL regular sea-
son MVP Michael DiPietro 
had answers for each of 
Springfield’s eight shots on 
net in the first period. The 
Providence backstop would 
not be very busy at all in the 
second period, needing to 
make just five saves, but one 
was notable when he flashed 
out the glove hand to deny a 
broken play attempt from the 
left slot by Akil Thomas.

Providence had a tremen-
dous chance presented to 
them with a power play in 
the closing minutes of period 

two, but the Springfield pen-
alty kill continued to shine, 
improving to 13 out of 15 for 
the series and 22-for-24 in 
the postseason.

Neither Romanov nor 
DiPietro showed any signs 
of blinking in a busy third 
period for both netminders, 
which featured a combined 
23 stops between the back-
stops.

For a second straight 
game, overtime was required, 
and for a third straight extra 
session in the postseason, the 
T-Birds had a hero rise to the 
occasion. Romanov was the 
first hero, as he kicked out 
the right leg to deny a Navrin 
Mutter breakaway early in 
the session.

Then, at 4:01 of the extra 
session, Otto Stenberg car-
ried the puck over the blue 

line, slipped a cross-ice pass 
to Chris Wagner, and from 
there, Wagner spotted Dillon 
Dube crashing the left side 
of the crease. The veteran 
winger did the honors from 
there, beating DiPietro and 
completing the upset with his 
second goal and fourth point 
in the four-game series. 

With the win, the T-Birds 
will now take on the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in 
the Atlantic Division Finals, 
beginning on  Tuesday, 
May 12 at Mohegan Arena 
at Casey Plaza for a 7:05 
p.m. puck drop. Tickets 
for Game 3 (Tuesday, May 
19) and Game 4 if neces-
sary (Thursday, May 21) 
at the MassMutual Center 
are available now at  www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.
com.

T-Birds complete upset of Bruins to advance in playoffs

GRANBY – The Granby 
Lions Club held the drawings 
for our 120 Club fundraiser 
at our Lions meeting on April 
21.  The first prize winner of 
$250 was Roger Jones, the 
second prize winner of $100 
was Conor O’Shea and the 
third winner of $50 was Odette 
Dardenne.

In addition, there were 10 
preliminary prize drawings of 
$10 each and those winners 

were Bob Langevin, George 
Knight, Brian Roberts, Denis 
Lafleur, Steve Labelle, Conor 
O’Shea, Eric Gustafson, Rite 
Petithory, Jim Freeman, and 
Carol Cote.

The Granby Lions Club 
appreciates the support of all 
who purchased tickets for this 
fundraiser and the proceeds 
will be used for the support 
of our vision and scholarship 
programs.  

Lions Club announces 
fundraiser winners
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Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials

Hanging Baskets, 
House Plants, 

Gardening Supplies,
Fruit & Vegetable Starts,

Chicken Manure,
Compost & More

35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802

www.davesnaturalgarden.com

Get your green thumbs Get your green thumbs 
in gear right here!in gear right here!

577 Granby Road (Rt. 202) SOUTH HADLEY • 533-5503

Rototillers, brush mowers, pressure washers, 
overseeders, dethatchers, and more.

tjsrental.com

Your lawn projects start here!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

Hodgen Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc.Landscape Co., Inc.

Est. 1956

Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone (413) 323-4949            Fax (413) 323-4999           Cell (413) 246-9997
hodgenlandscape.com      hodgenlandscape@gmail.com

✦ ✦
✦

AMHERST
FARMERS SUPPLY

For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs

320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
(413) 253-3436

www.amherstfarmerssupply.com

TJ’s

state and municipal experi-
ence, pitched herself as the 
candidate best prepared to 
navigate complex budgets 
and labor negotiations.

She told voters she once 
managed a $300 million bud-
get and 10,000 employees in 
Boston, negotiating with 26 
bargaining units “mostly on 
television and in the news-
paper.” She later served as 
assistant deputy comptroller 
in New York’s Division of 
Municipal Affairs, working 
with both the smallest towns 
and large municipalities on 
“the costs of trash collection, 
paving, snow removal, unli-
censed dogs, problems that 
beset towns and villages.”

Rosen also pointed to her 
local service as a volunteer 
and elected library trustee 
since moving to town to be 
closer to her daughter. 

She said Granby “real-
ly felt the most comfortable 
and really inviting” when she 
chose a new home.

The town, she cautioned, 
is entering a period of tough 
choices as the cost of main-
taining basic services rises 
faster than revenues.

“I’m experiencing person-
ally that the cost of main-
taining the services in this 
town are going to go up, 
and they’re going to go up 
dramatically,” Rosen said. 
Health insurance, energy 
and other “fixed costs,” she 
added, will force decisions 
about what Granby can con-
tinue to provide.

She cited a recent letter 
from the Finance Committee 
warning of “difficult deci-
sions ahead” and said vot-
ers should not assume “all 
the services that we’ve come 
to rely on in this town may 
continue without other deci-
sions.”

Rosen praised the schools’ 
performance and called them 
“a large part of what this 
community provides,” repre-
senting more than half of the 
town budget.

But she said large-ticket 
items such as repairs to the 
Forge Pond Dam and school 
building needs will test the 
town’s finances, especially 
after the fiscal 2027 budget 
relied on reserves to stay bal-
anced. “I am not sure if that’s 
even available for the future,” 
she said of using reserves 
again.

Rosen framed her candida-
cy around process as much as 
policy, emphasizing listening 
and consensus-building.

“One of the big lessons 
that I learned was that peo-
ple have to be involved. 
Government only works if it 
is accomplishing the things 

that citizens, voters rely 
on it to accomplish and in 
a way that makes them feel 
involved and heard,” she said.

“There are no simple 
answers to this,” Rosen 
added later. “I will work as 
the Select Board has worked 
to bring people together in as 
many different settings, in as 
many different ways as pos-
sible to talk about the choices 
that have to be made.”

On regionalization, Rosen 
took a cautious, exploratory 
stance. Drawing on her work 
with the New York State 
Education Department and 
the Board of Regents, she 
called it “a really, really sen-
sitive and complicated issue” 
tied to deeply held beliefs 
about local schools.

“It’s a word that’s fraught 
with emotion, but it’s some-
thing that can be looked at 
thoughtfully,” Rosen said. 
Regionalization does not 
automatically save money, 
she warned, but in the face of 
potential cuts to sports, arts 
and other programs, “you 
might consider partnering 
with other districts … if you 
want to protect your curric-
ulum, if you want to protect 
your program.” Any move, 
she stressed, must involve 
parents and residents and “is 
not the right answer in all 
cases.”

In her closing, Rosen 
praised Lawson personally 
but argued her background 
fits the moment.

“I have the exact kind of 
experience and expertise — 
finance and human resources 
were my areas of specialty,” 
she said. “I’m the right can-
didate for this moment in 
time for Granby, the better 
candidate.” 

Lawson leans on decades 
of local public safety service, 
rejects regionalization

Lawson, a 31-year resident 
of Granby, framed his cam-
paign around long-standing 
local ties and hands-on pub-
lic service in town.

“My name is Jeff Lawson, 
56 years old,” he said, not-
ing both his children attend-
ed Granby schools from 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade and “received an excel-
lent education.” A retired 
Connecticut correction offi-
cer, he also served as a part-
time Granby police officer 
for 10 years and now works 
as a 911 dispatcher on the 
evening shift.

“Public service is nothing 
new to me,” Lawson said. 
“I’ve served the communi-
ty for many years. I’ve lived 
here. I love the town, and I 
want to continue serving as 
your next Select Board mem-
ber.”

Lawson said he does not 

view himself as a politician.
 “My intention is to serve 

the town as a leader,” he said. 
“The Select Board should be 
a board made of leaders, and 
I feel that’s what I bring to 
the community.”

On the budget, Lawson 
said Granby is in better shape 
than some nearby commu-
nities, citing South Hadley’s 
recent fiscal turmoil, but 
warned that state aid “is not 
covering basic needs in the 
town’s fixed costs.”

“We have to address that. 
We have to also put more 
pressure on Beacon Hill, the 
governor, to get us more state 
funding out in this part of the 
state,” he said.

Lawson also called on resi-
dents to engage more fully in 
town meeting. “It’s unfortu-
nate when you only see 100, 
150 people at town meeting,” 
he said. “We have a very 
unique form of government 

here in Granby … and peo-
ple need to take advantage of 
it, where every vote literally 
counts.”

A major plank of Lawson’s 
platform is tackling health 
c a r e  c o s t s ,  w h i c h  h e 
described as “absolutely kill-
ing us” after a nearly 13% 
increase.

“I work for the town. I 
see what the costs are. I see 
what my co-workers pay, and 
it’s not sustainable. It’s also 
not sustainable for the town. 
They pay the lion’s share of 
health care,” he said. Still, he 
added, “I’m cautiously opti-
mistic that we will be able to 
solve this problem.”

Lawson devoted substan-
tial time to the future of 
Granby Junior-Senior High 
School, which he called a 
“challenge” but defended as 
academically strong despite 
its aging building.

“Don’t judge a book by its 

cover,” he said. “Get past the 
brick and mortar, get past the 
facade, and once you enter 
the front doors of that school, 
you’re going to find yourself 
in an excellent district that 
provides a quality education.”

He outlined four broad 
options: doing nothing, 
regionalizing, renovating or 
demolishing and building a 
new school.

O n  r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n , 
Lawson was firmly opposed 
based on what he knows 
today.

“Currently, I’m not in 
favor of regionalizing. I think 
learning should be local,” 
he said, pointing to his chil-
dren’s “top tier education at 
this school.”

He added later that he wor-
ries regionalization would 
“disconnect ourselves from 
our child’s learning,” weaken 
relationships between parents 
and teachers, and risk using 

students “as bargaining tools 
to what I feel is address a 
financial crisis”. 

“We need to make edu-
cation a priority with the 
schools and dollars and cents 
secondary,” he said.

Lawson said he is open 
to information about poten-
tial partners and models but 
insisted any regionalization 
discussion cannot be “just 
dollar signs and decimal 
points” and must consider 
host community, class size 
and teacher-student ratios.

A full rebuild of the high 
school, he said, appears out 
of reach at an estimated $80 
million to $100 million with-
out a “big windfall revenue.” 
If that ever became feasible, 
he argued it should include 
vocational programs so the 
town could “bring vocational 
back to Granby” rather than 
paying to send students to 
regional vocational schools.

GRANBY from page 1

BELCHERTOWN – St. 
Francis Parish of Belchertown 
is excited to announce that 
the original annual St. Francis 
Giant Tag Sale returns to the 
Belchertown Town Common 
on Saturday, Aug. from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. This nearly 40-year-
old sale is the parish’s major 
fundraiser for  the Capital 
Campaign for the New Parish 
Center on the Jabish Street 
campus. The parish is focused 
on replacing the aging, 
100-plus-year-old former 
church which now operates as 
the St. Francis Parish Center 
on the Belchertown Common 
with a new, efficient, compre-
hensive structure.

In contrast to the scheduled 
Town Wide Tag Sale, all items 
will be on sale through the cat-
egorized display on the Town 
Common. The St. Francis 
Giant Tag Sale is truly one-
stop-shopping for perusing 
over 16 departments of goods 
- all in one location! Buyers 
will also be able to purchase 
a delicious grilled burger, hot 
dog, or grab a thirst-quenching 
beverage at the open-air food 
booth under the maple trees. 

After volunteers spend hun-
dreds of hours sorting and 
boxing, the many donated 
items become the treasured 
inventory of the well-orga-
nized and departmentalized St. 
Francis Parish Giant Tag Sale 
that will occupy nearly half 

of the Town Common and the 
interior of the existing Parish 
Center on Aug. 22. This giant 
tag sale experience resem-
bles the large well thought 
out department stores of days 
gone by.

When interested donors 
are searching their personal 
treasures for donation pos-
sibilities, the Tag Sale Team 
encourages donors to consid-
er the following items: bed 
and table linens, craft items, 
hardware, kitchenware, lug-
gage, backpacks, handbags, 
children’s clothes up to 2T, 
small working appliances, 
working lamps, toys, pictures, 
frames, holiday decorations, 
hand tools, yard tools, jewelry, 
shoes, boots, sporting goods, 
children’s books, baby gear, 
small but not-upholstered fur-
niture, knick-knacks, and col-

lectibles. The following items 
are not accepted: partially 
used candles, cookbooks and 
books, clothing, pillows, cribs, 
car seats, and large furniture 
items. All items from the 
acceptable list that are donated 
will only be received if they 
are clean and in working con-
dition. The Team requests that 
donors clear all donated items 
of storage dust, bugs, mold, 
and critter residue. All donors 
and their donations will be 
greeted by a volunteer worker. 
As they have every year for 
nearly 40 years, the dedicated 
volunteer “army” looks for-
ward to joyfully serving their 
customer clients. 

Collection dates and time 
will be released soon. 

Local original tag sale returns

BELCHERTOWN – The 
sights, smells, and sounds 
of the period come alive as 
we celebrate the 250th anni-
versary of the American 
Revolution.

The Stone House Museum 
is hosting an 18th century 
living history on Saturday, 
May 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Our event high-
lights The Green Valley 
Homestead Reenactment 
Group. Immerse yourself 
in history while engaging 
with the living historians as 
they demonstrate 18th cen-
tury life during one of the 
most important periods in 
American history. 

Engage with a master tin-
smith as he demonstrates 
and discusses the making of 
military items for the militia 
during the siege of Boston. 
Learn about militia groups, 
who alongside the “regu-
lars” fought for American 
Independence from Great 
Britain. There will be mus-
ket demonstrations during 
the day.   

Meet an herbalist apothe-
cary as she discusses plants 
for healing. Healers and 
apothecaries were able to 
brew medicinal teas, make 
poultices, and provide sooth-
ing remedies for a variety of 
ailments and injuries of the 

period.
Textile production was 

an important part of life in 
the 18th century. Visit the 
stations and participate in 
hands-on activities of wool 
production including card-
ing, spinning, and dyeing. 

Visit the ladies in the 
house who will discuss fash-
ion, sewing, and clothing 
production. 

This is a family focused 
event. Children will have 
fun playing games, visit-
ing small farm animals, 
and making copy books for 
school.  Visit the friendly 
heritage breed farm animals 
including sheep and discuss 
their economic importance 
in the dominantly agrarian 
colonial economy. 

The Stone House is open 
for guided tours includ-
ing their special exhibit 
featuring their American 
Revolutionary War artifacts.  
There is a small entrance fee 
of $5 for adults, free to chil-
dren under 18. 

Parking will be located 
at Center School, Beers and 
Story Funeral Home if avail-
able, and the Belchertown 
Common. For more infor-
mation please contact:                                                   
Caren Harrington 413-484-
6146, sallyshattuck54@
gmail.com or 413-230-2022.

Stone House holding 
living history event

Sullivan 
to speak at 
Umbrella 
of Wellness 
Fair

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Overcoming 
A d v e r s i t y  To g e t h e r 
(BOAT) coalition proudly 
announces the 5th Annual 
Umbrella of Wellness Fair, 
taking place on May 16 at 
Chestnut Hill Community 
School. This free, fami-
ly-friendly event continues 
to grow as a cornerstone of 
community health, bringing 
together education, resourc-
es, and interactive experi-
ences under one powerful 
mission: to support healthi-
er, safer, and more connect-
ed lives.

The event will run from 
12 to 4 p.m.

T h e  U m b r e l l a  o f 
Wellness Fair is dedicat-
ed to promoting health 
and wellness through edu-
cation, engagement, and 
empowerment. By uniting 
local organizations, service 
providers, and community 
members, the event rais-
es awareness, encourages 
informed decision-making, 
and fosters a safe, inclusive 
environment where individ-

Please see FAIR, page 13
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
HARMON PELLET STOVE MODEL 
XXV. Like new condition, dark maroon 
enamel. $2750. 413-848-2298.

TAG SALE
“PELICAN CASE AND 

LIGHT SIDEWALK SALE”
Pioneer Plaza Palmer

Friday, May 15 and 
Saturday, May 16, 9am-1pm

1240 Park Street - in the same plaza 
as Acropolis Pizza and China House.

Pelican and other plastic storage case and 
flashlight Dealer. Varying sizes of cases 
and lights overstocked and must go. Prices 
50+ percent off across the board for over-
stock items!!!!

PRE-ESTATE SALE.
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 9AM-4PM. 

16 Pleasant St., West Brookfield. 
Collectibles, old books, vinyl, glass,

furniture, etc. No Early Birds.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming, 

pruning, design, deliveries, 
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional. 

Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior 
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

HOUSE CLEANER
POSITION AVAILABLE! 

Established company, flexible schedule, 
competitive wages, supportive team, re-
spectful clients! Work around college class-
es or meeting the bus! Call today to see if 
we are the right fit for you! We are eager to 
have you join our Team! 

413-267-4297 or 413-695-8087.

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

FOR RENT
15 MAPLE ST., BROOKFIELD. Avail-
able June 1. Unit 2, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
fenced yard, washer/dryer/dishwasher. 
Country style kitchen cabinets, quiet lo-
cation. $1500/mo. First/last/security. Good 
credit 700+. 
Stone Group Realty 774-262-6667.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21
– Thank you!

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Belchertown Public Schools
Destruction of Records

Informal BHS 2019 graduate 
student files that may contain re-
sults of standardized tests includ-
ing college boards, reports by 
teachers, attendance and health 
records are scheduled to be de-
stroyed on September 8, 2026.

If you wish to have your re-
cords, please come to Central Of-
fice, 14 Maple Street with picture 
identification between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., Mon-
day-Friday, excluding holidays.

High School transcripts that 
contain course titles and grades 
will continue to be stored at the 
BHS Counseling Office for sixty 
(60) years after graduation.
05/14/2026

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch. 255, Sec. 39A as 
of May 29, 2026 the following 
motor vehicle will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keeper’s lien:

Vehicle: 2011 Kia Sorento
Vin #: 5XYKT3A12BG112000
Color: Gray
LKO: Sugelis Reyes

Address: 83 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082

Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA

413-530-3804
05/14, 05/21, 05/28/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Division
Docket No. 

HS26P0275EA
Estate of: 

Fay Mary Flanary
Also Known As: 
Fay M. Flanary
Date of Death: 

February 14, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Micha F. 
Flanery of Belchertow, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Micha F. Flanery of Belcher-
tow, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-

tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
05/14/2026

Belchertown Zoning 
Board of Appeals
Public Hearing 

Legal Notice 
In accordance with the provi-

sions of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 40A, Section 11 
the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing on May 

20, 2026 at 6:00 PM.  
This hearing will be held in 

the Planning Board’s meeting 
room of Lawrence Memorial 
Hall, 2 Jabish Street, Belcher-
town, MA on the application 
from Denise Cook seeking a 
special permit §145-69; for the 
creation of a building to be used 
as a commercial training facili-
ty/kennel at 213 Stebbins Street 
(Map 240 Lot 49, Zoned AGA/
AGB); §145-11 Business Use 
(#25 and #26). A copy of the 
application may be inspected at 
the Town Clerk’s office (Room 
201) 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday, Lawrence 
Memorial Hall, 2 Jabish Street, 
Belchertown, MA. or at website 
https://www.belchertown.org/
commitees/zoning_board_of_
appeals/index.php

Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard should ap-
pear at the time and place desig-
nated.  

Jennifer Sharrow, Chair
Zoning Board of Appeals

05/07, 05/14/2026

❚ PUBLIC NOTICES�ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

❚ OBITUARY�

707 Main St., Amherst, MA • 413-253-5212
www. DorseyMemorials.com

~ DORSEY MEMORIALS ~
• Monuments & Cemetery Lettering •
• Civic Memorials & Custom Designs •

You can count on Dorsey Memorials to guide you through the Memorial Stone Process.

Obituary 
Policy

The Sentinel

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Lynn Ann Guertin, age 
68, passed away on May 
3,  2026.  Born 
o n  M a y  2 0 , 
1957, Lynn was 
t h e  c h e r i s h e d 
daughter of the 
late George and 
Barbara (Casey) 
Robert. A proud 
g r a d u a t e  o f 
G r a n b y  H i g h 
School’s  class 
of 1975, Lynn 
dedicated many years of 
her professional life to the 
Family Resource Center at 
BHN, where she served as 
the Director before retiring.

Lynn had a passion for 
gardening and a particular 
fondness for Christmas, a 
holiday she celebrated with 
great enthusiasm. Her cre-
ative spirit was evident in 
her love for crafting, espe-
cially in her skillful creation 
of gnomes, which brought 
joy to those around her.

In addition to her parents, 
Lynn is predeceased by 

her two beloved 
sons, George and 
Charles Rock, 
and her brother, 
William Robert. 
S h e  l e a v e s 
behind her lov-
ing partner, John 
Panzetti, her dear 
s i s t e r,  Nancy 
A r c h a m b a u l t , 
and her three 

treasured grandchildren, 
Tyler, Christian, and Charlie 
Rock, all of whom she 
loved dearly.

Visitation will be held 
on Monday, May 18, 2026, 
from 9 to 11 a.m., followed 
by a Catholic service at 11 
a.m. at the Beers & Story 
Belchertown Funeral Home. 
The family will hold a pri-
vate burial at their conve-
nience. Lynn’s memory will 
live on in the hearts of those 
who knew her and loved her.

Lynn Ann Guertin, 68

DEATH NOTICE

Guertin, Lynn Ann
Died May 3, 2026
Services May 18, 2026 
9 to 11 a.m.
Beers & Story 
Belchertown Funeral 
Home

only significant pain but also 
disability. The increase in hip 
replacements is attributed to 
the aging baby boomer pop-
ulation, rising life expectan-
cies and the obesity epidemic. 
Sports injuries and accidents 
are additional factors.

I’ve learned a lot about 
joint replacement, as a nurse, 
a patient advocate and a 
patient. If you’re facing a joint 
replacement, here are some 
considerations: 

Hospital or surgery center?
All  four  of  my jo in t 

replacements took place at 
outpatient surgery centers, 
which I consider much clean-
er environments than hospi-
tals. After early morning sur-
gery, I was home by noon and 
received home health care, so 
I never went to rehab.

A 2023 study by University 
of Pennsylvania researchers 
found that the rates of revis-
its and complications for 
surgery center patients were 
lower than for similar patients 
who had surgery in a hospi-
tal. However, that could have 
something to do with health-
ier patients choosing surgery 
centers and those with other 
health conditions, heart failure 
for example, going to hospi-
tals.

That said, this is a topic 
for you and your doctor to 
discuss. In the end, you will 
decide where to have your 
joint replacement, so go 
where you are most comfort-
able. 

Choosing a doctor
Look for a surgeon who is 

affiliated with professional 
organizations and has com-
pleted fellowships in the 

surgery you’re having. You 
should also prioritize their 
experience, asking how many 
times they’ve performed this 
particular surgery.

Studies have found that sur-
geons who have performed 
more than 50 procedures have 
lower rates of complication 
and revision. You can ask the 
doctor directly how many 
times they’ve performed the 
surgery and what their com-
plication rate is. Also ask 
whether you can speak with 
other patients the doctor has 
treated.

Second opinions
Joint replacement is a major 

medical undertaking, so if 
you’re feeling at all unsure 
about it - or the doctor isn’t 
all you had hoped - Medicare 
covers second opinions sub-
ject to the 20% co-insurance. 
Medicare Advantage plans 
also generally cover second 
opinions, but check with your 
plan for details.

Robots or no robots?
R o b o t - a s s i s t e d  j o i n t 

r ep l acemen t  i s  becom-
ing more common. A study 
published in the Journal of 
Arthroplasty reported an 
increase in surgeons who have 
adopted robotics, from 10% in 
2018 to 35% in 2023. Nearly 
half of partial knee replace-
ments were robotically assist-
ed. Fewer total knee and hip 
replacements were reported.

The study noted that further 
research is needed on out-
comes, but surgeons who use 
robotic assisted systems say 
that the robot is simply the 
navigation system while the 
doctor is in the driver’s seat.

Rehab in a facility
 or at home?

With my surgeries, I want-

ed to avoid a rehab facility 
because that’s another name 
for nursing home, where 
there are a lot of germs, more 
patients with compromised 
immune systems and general-
ly higher infection rates.

Today, in fact, most joint 
replacement patients do recu-
perate at home. A project by 
the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services found that 
patients who can safely recov-
er at home heal faster, have 
fewer complications and have 
a greater sense of ownership 
in their own recovery.

Not everyone can come 
home immediately, though, 
if they lack family support or 
access to home health care. Be 
sure to have this conversation 
with your doctor before your 
surgery.

Chances are your joint 
replacement will get you back 
to doing the things you enjoy, 
especially with a little bit of 
education and preparation.

 
Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 

R.N., a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates .   A  Monson, 
MA resident,  she is  the 
author of “How to Be a 
Healthcare Advocate for 
Yourse l f  & Your  Loved 
Ones” and her new book, 
“Advocating Well: Strategies 
for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health 
Care,” available at Amazon.
com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation.

SURGERY from page 6

Holyoke  Communi ty 
C o l l eg e  i s  p r o u d  t o 
announce that 169 HCC 
students have been accept-
ed for membership into the 
Alpha Xi Omega chapter of 
the Phi Theta Kappa nation-
al honor society for 2026. 

Students are invited to join 
Phi Theta Kappa when they 
have completed 15 college 
credits while maintaining a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher. 

HCC’s 2026 inductees 
were recognized during 
a campus celebration on 

Thursday, May 7. 

Belchertown: 
Gabriel Ibekilo, Christian 

Jean, Vivienne Pelletier, 
Jennifer Shaink, Christina 
Surner, AJ Terry.

Holyoke Community College celebrates 
Phi Theta Kappa inductees for 2026

uals and families can con-
nect, learn, and thrive.

This year’s fair will fea-
ture Chris Sullivan, found-
er of Not in the Playbook 
and former New England 
Patriots player, as the key-
note speaker. Sullivan will 
deliver a compelling presen-
tation on decision-making, 
substance use awareness, 
and real-life consequenc-
es—an especially impactful 
message for high school stu-
dents as prom and gradua-
tion season approach.

At tendees  wi l l  have 
access to 70 communi-
ty resource tables, offer-
ing  va luable  in forma-
tion and support services 
across all areas of wellness. 
Educational opportunities 

will include Narcan train-
ing and CPR/First Aid over-
views led by local EMTs, 
as well as interactive exhib-
its like the Hidden in Plain 
Sight Trailer from the Alex 
Fisher Foundation.

Designed with all ages 
in mind, the event offers a 
wide variety of engaging 
activities:

Kids’ Corner (during the 
speaker): Hosted by Helping 
Hands students, featuring 
Kaptain Kraw’s magic show, 
balloon art, face painting, 
and henna tattoos

Interactive experiences: 
Comfort dogs, touch-a-fire-
truck, ambulance display 
with CPR/First Aid demon-
strations, Smiley from the 
WooSox, and Boomer from 
the Thunderbirds

S p e c i a l  a t t r a c t i o n : 

Barrows Family Pulling Team 
“Pulling for a Cause” truck

Food and fun: Free raffles 
and a $10 food truck token for 
attendees

With over 450 attendees 
expected, the Umbrella of 
Wellness Fair continues to 
strengthen community con-
nections while making vital 
health and wellness resources 
accessible and engaging for 
all.

FAIR from page 11

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21
– Thank you!
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

The Beauty  
of a Wood Deck 
Without the Upkeep.

From cozy outdoor living rooms to 
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every 
deck that our craftsmen build is designed, 
engineered, and constructed with quality, 
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in 
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a 
stunning, long-lasting reality.


